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New State Guidelines Could Handcuff High School Sports ECRMC
Expects to

Vaccinate Staff
by Friday
Morning, 
Dec. 18

BY MURRAY ANDERSON

The state released new guide-
lines this week on youth and
recreational adult sports as they
pertain to COVID, yet any cele-
bration over resuming high
school sports anytime soon could
be affected by the ongoing stay-
at-home order for Imperial
County, according to one local
school district. 

The guidelines released by
the California Department of
Public Health on Monday, Dec.
14, placed different sports in the
different-colored COVID tiers.

When a county is in that colored
COVID tier, sports associated
with that tier can begin. While
this might seem like good news
for some of the outdoor, low-con-
tact sports, for others the start
date might seem like a faraway,
fading light.

Imperial County has been in
the widespread (purple) tier for
since the color-coded system was
adopted several months ago.
Under that tier, only sports such
as cross country, golf, swimming,
tennis, and track and field would
be able to begin as soon as
schools open for either a regular
schedule or hybrid schedule of

on-campus and online learning.
Dr. Stephen Munday,

Imperial County's public health
officer, met with school superin-
tendents on Wednesday, Dec. 16,
to inform them that the current
stay-at-home order, presumably
triggered by a dearth in intensive-
care unit capacity in the Southern
California Region, supersedes the
purple tier and will not permit
any youth sports competitions,
scrimmages, or travel, according
to a release issued by the
Calexico Unified School District.

"Any plans that are devised 

Continued on page 8

BY RICHARD
MONTENEGRO 

BROWN

With the first doses of
COVID vaccine being given to
front-line healthcare workers in
hospitals in neighboring coun-
ties, including San Diego, there
still had not been any deliveries
of the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine
to the Imperial County Public
Health Department as of
Wednesday, Dec. 16, a county
spokesperson said.

As health workers at Rady
Children's Hospital, Naval
Medical Center San Diego,
University of California San
Diego Health, Kaiser
Permanente, and Naval Hospital
Camp Pendleton in San Diego
County get the first doses of the
28,000 arriving this week,
Imperial County is expected to
receive its 975 doses on
Thursday, Dec. 17, a local health
official said.

Dr. Adolphe Edward, chief
administrator of El Centro
Regional Medical Center, said he
is expecting a delivery of 475
doses for his staff either
Thursday night or Friday morn-
ing, Dec. 18, after which he said
the hospital will begin inoculat-
ing staff members "right away,"
hopefully as many as 40 to 50 in
the first day, he said.

Edward and other key hospi-
tal staff plan to publicly be given
the first dose of the two-dose
vaccine on Friday during a
Facebook Live update to show
the public that it is safe, he said
during a telephone interview with
this newspaper on Wednesday
afternoon.

A spokesperson with
Pioneers Memorial Health
District in Brawley did not
immediately have a date on when
the hospital would begin admin-
istering its vaccine.

Edward said that by Monday,
Dec. 21, the county Public Health
Department informed him his
hospital would receive a second
wave of 600 doses of the
Moderna vaccine, which was
expected to receive U.S. Food
and Drug Administration
Emergency-Use Authorization by
the end of the week.

County Public Health
Director Jeanette Angulo said on
Tuesday, Dec. 15, that the county
was to receive 1,200 doses of the 

Continued on page 8

Socially Distanced Santa Sets Up at Mall
"Jake's Dream" by E. Villa. 

While all the girls and boys were fast asleep
on Christmas Eve, 

wondering if Santa would drop something
under their tree, Jake woke up to find
Rudolph's red nose sniffing at his toes.  

Where Rudolph is, so is Santa, thought Jake.
So, he snuck out to the living room to see if
the milk and cookies he placed on the table

for Santa were still there.  
An ornament started rolling toward him. "Is
Santa under the tree, could it be?" he won-

dered. To his 
surprise, it was an elf: big ears, rosy cheeks,

round nose, and striped candy cane leg-
gings. The masked elf was at a six-foot dis-

tance from Jake.  
And then Jake awoke, upset that he didn't

meet Santa, even if it was only a dream. Yet
he was happy to see they were COVID-com-

pliant!

BY ELIZABETH VILLA

COVID might just be changing the things
that matter most to children during this
Christmas season. Even the little ones recog-
nize that Christmas is not all about receiving
gifts.  

"Of all the gifts, joy and family are the
best presents," said 6-year-old Giawna
Aguirre, who met with "Santa Claus" in early
December at the Imperial Valley Mall in El

Centro to tell him what she wanted for
Christmas … at a safe distance, of course.

Santa is part of the scenery for Cherry
Hill Programs' annual mall set-up, where he
is available for socially distanced photo ses-

sions for a fee through Christmas Eve, Dec.
24.      

As people pass his display, Santa shouts, 

Continued on page  6

$1.2M Grant Secured for Alamo River Trestle Bridge Trail
BY JULIO MORALES

The city of Holtville was
awarded a $1.2 million grant
from the state to help convert the
fire-damaged Alamo River
Trestle Bridge into a part of the
city's existing trail system.

The funds will be used to
repair the more than 100-year-old
bridge and install decking and
handrails to allow for pedestrian,
bicycle, and equestrian use.

"One of the keys reasons that

we were able to get these funds
was that it was part of an existing
trail system, and we'll ultimately
be able to connect it to the wet-
lands," contract city planner
Jeorge Galvan said during the
City Council meeting on
Monday, Dec. 14.

In its grant application to the
California Natural Resources
Agency, the city had highlighted
how the bridge's renovation and
conversion to a trail would help 

Continued on page 6

Santa Claus waves from his socially distanced seat at the Cherry Hill Programs set at the
Imperial Valley Mall in El Centro on Tuesday, Dec. 15. Due to COVID-19, children are
asked to sit at least six feet in front of Santa for a photo rather than next to him, as has
been the tradition. | CORISSA IBARRA

ALAMO RIVER TRESTLE BRIDGE File Photo

The Holtville High School girls'
softball team (left) greets mem-
bers of Chula Vista's Bayfront
Charter High School after their
game in early 2020, just as the
season as cut short due to the
pandemic. | COURTESY
PHOTO



BY JULIO MORALES

The reorganization of the
Holtville City Council on
Monday, Dec. 14, resulted in the
addition of one new council
member, the selection of a new
mayor and mayor pro tempore,
and the departure of its former
mayor. 

After initially serving the city
for two years as a Planning
Commission member and eight
years as a council member, James
Predmore bade his colleagues on
the dais goodbye.

Following his fourth-place
finish in the Nov. 3 election for
three open council seats,
Predmore's tenure with the coun-
cil and as mayor for the past year
came to a close on Monday. 

"It's been fun and challeng-
ing, and I learned a lot,"
Predmore said. "I'm going to miss
it."

Predmore indicated that he
and his wife will soon be leaving
Holtville and plan to join family

near Austin, Texas, where his
son, daughter, and grandchildren
live.

He initially came to serve the
city as a planning commissioner
in 2009 and was first elected to
the council in 2012. Aside from
his mayorship of 2020, Predmore
had also served as mayor in 2016.

"I want to thank everybody
for all their support," he said.

During his most recent time
as mayor, he also served as the
city's delegate to the Imperial
County Transportation
Commission and was appointed
to the Southern California
Association of Governments
Regional Council, to name just
some of the local and regional
stakeholder groups for which he
was a representative.

For his combined 11 years of
public service, Predmore was
presented with a commemorative
plaque from the city and his col-
leagues.

"In the time I've known you,
you've done so much more for the
people of Holtville than even

what you've done on the council,"
said council member Michael
Goodsell, who was selected to
succeed Predmore as mayor and

as the city's delegate on a couple
of local stakeholder groups.
Murray Anderson was also sworn
in as a council member during 

Monday's meeting. Anderson
received the second-greatest
number of votes on Nov. 3, about 

Continued on page 5
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Older Adults Program Overview
The Older Adults Program provides a wide array of mental health

services at several locations throughout the Imperial Valley. Clients
are assessed to identify individual needs, strengths and treatment 

history, as well as their developmental, vocational, and social history.
Join us as Marie Arroyo-Contreras tells us more about the program

and services that are provided.

Marie Arroyo-Contreras, LMFT
Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist

Program Supervisor
Adult and Older Adults Services-Calexico

(442)-265-1525(442)-265-1525

(442)-265-1525(442)-265-1525

Semana del 14 de diciembre
Descripción General del Programa para Adultos de la Tercera

Edad
El programa de adultos de la tercera edad ofrece una amplia variedad
de servicios de salud mental en varios lugares del Valle Imperial. Los
clientes son evaluados para identificar las necesidades individuales,
las fortalezas y el historial de tratamiento, así como su historial de
desarrollo, vocacional y social. Únase a nosotros mientras Marie

Arroyo-Contreras nos cuenta más sobre el programa y los servicios
que se brindan.

Marie Arroyo-Contreras, LMFT
Licencia Estatal en Terapia Matrimonial y Familiar

Supervisora de Programade Servicios para Adultos y 
Personas de la Tercera Edad

Woman’s Club Of Holtville
Community Birthdays

DEC. 17: Kenny Paul Thompson†, Mike Iten, Gianna Irungaray,
Wheng Allegranza, Erica Thornburg
DEC. 18: Anahi Hernandez, Melanie Kilgore Cherry
DEC. 19: Jeff Williams, Letty Iten, Adyson Layton
DEC. 20: Hilda Iten†, Brady Walker, Linda Birger
DEC. 21: Annika Maria Strahm, Brittany Gillespie, John Warren
Swiger, Sydney Cooksley, Nick Acosta, Marion Stacey
DEC. 22: Molly Estrada, Lee Ann Chimits, Kristen Allegranza, 
Hayden Hulsey, Walter (Sonny) Iten
DEC. 23: Elliot Fortin, William Blake Plourd, Wanda Layton, 
“Tuts” Samaha Reidy†, Richard G. Garcia Jr.

Anniversaries
DEC. 17: Mr. & Mrs. Glen Allegranza
DEC. 18: Mr. & Mrs. Dale Ming 
DEC. 20: Mr. & Mrs. Tim & Debra Walters
DEC. 21: Mr. & Mrs. David Ritter
DEC. 23: Mr. & Mrs. Walter Enz

For Publication of Your Legal Notices Call Us,
Your County Adjudicated Newspaper.

760-356-2995
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Healthcare Workers Pushed to Breaking PointObituary
Carmen Garcia Angulo

'On behalf of the Garcia Family, we
would like to express our great gratitude
to the whole community, family, and
friends for the outpour of love and sup-
port. A Catholic Ceremony will be held
to honor our beloved Carmen Garcia
Angulo at St. Joseph’s Catholic Church
on Thursday, December 17, 2020, at
3:00 PM, in Holtville, CA. It is with
great regret that during this time, seat-
ing is limited; therefore, it will be for
immediate family only.

Carmen, our daughter, sister, wife,
mother, and friend, is survived by her husband Lawrence
and her children Lauren and Lance. Her parents Rafael and
Rita Garcia, brothers: Antonio (Ana), Andres, Ralph, Arturo
(Melo), Leonardo (Diana), David (Norma), and her only sis-
ter Sonya; and her many nieces, nephews, great-nieces, and
great-nephews.

Carmen was the firstborn daughter of six boys, and that’s
where her story began on August 3, 1971. Carmen, a devot-
ed mother, daughter, and sister, persevered and always led
her family with love and encouragement. Our Carmelita
has left a lasting impact on the people around her. We will
continue to share the joy she brought us in life through our
stories and memories of her. We will never forget our
Carmelita, and she will continue to live in our hearts.

The Garcia family 
welcomes your support and prayers in spirit.'

Goodsell Named Holtville Mayor, Anderson Joins Council 

Murray Anderson takes the
oath of office during the
Holtville City Council meet-
ing of Monday, Dec. 14. |
JULIO MORALES PHOTO 

Holtville City Council incum-
bents Michael Pacheco and
Virginia "Ginger" Ward were
sworn in as council members
on Monday, Dec. 14, after suc-
cessfully being re-elected in
November. | JULIO
MORALES PHOTO 

Holtville City Council mem-
bers Michael Goodsell (left)
and Richard Layton were
sworn in as mayor and mayor
pro tempore, respectively, on
Monday, Dec. 14. | JULIO
MORALES PHOTO  



BY ELIZABETH VARIN

Imperial Irrigation District
Division 3 Director Jim Hanks
will lead the district's board next
year as president, followed by
newly elected Division 2
Director JB Hamby as vice presi-

dent after action
was taken on
Tuesday, Dec.
15, to change
the governance
policy.

But that
decision to
change the poli-
cy was not
without its
d e t r a c t o r s ,
including out-
going board
P r e s i d e n t
Norma Sierra
Galindo and
outgoing Vice
President Alex
Cardenas, who
b e f o r e
Tuesday's turn
of events was
due to take the
presidency of
the board on a
c e r e m o n i a l
rotational basis.

Discussion on the policy
change and the ensuring board
reorganization became heated,
acrimonious, and was yet another
indicator of what the future might
hold for board relations, as this
was the first full meeting with
two new directors.

"It disheartens me for you to
bring this up, Director Hanks, on
a completely independent effort,"
Cardenas said during the meet-
ing. "You talk about equity and
you talk about having conversa-
tions and transparency, yet you
go off on your own and you bring
this back. Staff did not participate
in this well-written policy. It's
very polished. However, the con-
tent is very discriminatory, and it
totally disenfranchises Division
1. 

"Division 1 (which Cardenas
represents) has not had a chair-
man or a president in six years,
sir. Six years," he continued.
"This policy that you authored 13
years ago was spot on. It brings
equity to the divisions."

"I listen to you talk all the
time," Hanks countered, before
being interrupted.

"Director Hanks, Director
Cardenas has the floor," Galindo
said. 

It's became difficult to hear
what Hanks said after that, but

Cardenas replied, "You can see
the discriminatory …," followed
by the banging of the gavel as
Galindo says, "Director Hanks,
Director Cardenas has the floor."

"All I'm asking is for some
courtesy, sir," Cardenas said. 

Hamby soon jumped in on the
heated exchange.

"I take offense at your com-
ment about discriminatory strate-
gy. That is a direct statement
challenging Director Hanks'
character," he said to Cardenas,
which was quickly followed by
more gavel banging from
Galindo.

Hanks then got the chance to
defend his proposal to allow any
of the board members to serve as
officers without a waiting period
and without a rotation of officer
positions. The standing gover-
nance policy held that no director
could serve as a president or vice
president until they had been on
the board for two years. 

"First of all, you still have a
chance of being president,"
Hanks said to Cardenas.
"Director Galindo has a chance to
be president for a second term."

Cardenas continued that it is a
discriminatory policy, to which 

Continued on page 7
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COVID Vaccine Arrives in Valley This Week

Obituary

Imperial County Represented on
State's Lithium Valley Commission

IID Drama: Hanks, Hamby Elected
to Lead Board in Contentious Turn

HAMBY

CARDENAS

HANKS

BY ELIZABETH VARIN

Nine of the seats on the state's
new Lithium Valley Commission
have been filled.

The California Energy
Commission appointed nine of
the 14 designated commission
members on Wednesday, Dec. 9. 

So far, Imperial County
Supervisor Ryan Kelley and
Imperial Irrigation District
Director James C. Hanks will
serve, along with Comite Civico
Del Valle Executive Director Luis
Olmedo, Audubon California
Salton Sea Program Director
Frank Ruiz, Quechan Indian Tribe
member Manfred Scott and
Torres Martinez Desert Cahuilla
Indian Tribe member Arthur
Lopez.

Industry representatives
include Jonathan Weisgall with
Berkshire Hathaway Energy,
Roderic Dolega with Ford
Electric Vehicle Purchasing and
Rod Colwell with Controlled
Thermal Resources.

The remaining appointments
will be made by the California
Public Utility Commission, the
Secretary of the California
Natural Resources Agency, the
Senate Committee on Rules, the
speaker of the Assembly, and
Gov. Gavin Newsom.

Assembly Bill 1657, authored
by Assembly member Eduardo
Garcia, D-Coachella, requires the
creation of the Lithium Valley
Commission, which will look into
specific issues and potential
incentives regarding lithium
extraction and use in California. 

Upon his appointment,
Supervisor Kelley said, "Imperial
County is rich in natural
resources to support the expan-
sion of lithium extraction. This
exciting new industry has the
potential to generate millions of
dollars in revenue and jobs for our
region.  It is an honor to be a part
of this new venture representing
Imperial County."

"I am proud to represent the
IID on the Lithium Valley
Commission," Hanks stated in an
IID press release. "The recovery
of lithium from geothermal brine
is an exciting and significant new
opportunity for this industry. It
has the potential to unleash mil-
lions of dollars in new economic
infrastructure development and
job creation at the local and
regional level. As California con-
tinues to move aggressively on its
clean energy and environmental
goals, electrification of our trans-
portation sector will require
growing supplies of lithium bat-
teries. Why not have it come from
our own state?"

Appointment to the commis-
sion will be effective on Jan. 1,
when AB 1657 goes into effect.

Read the Calexico Chronicle's
further reporting on what the
development of the lithium-
extraction industry could mean to
Imperial County here.

David Hochschild, chair of
the California Energy
Commission, said the appointees
to the Lithium Valley
Commission represent a "com-
mitted and diverse group of stake-

Continued on page 7

Edith Abigail Neidiffer, 77, of Arizona
City died on Dec. 7, 2020.

Ms. Neidiffer was born on July 14,
1943, in Holtville, California, and was a
daughter of Walter H. and Lillian
Johnson Neidiffer. She wa a good student
and graduated from beauty college. She was an accomplished
horsewoman and played piano and organ in church. Everyone
loved to hear her play.

Edith graduated from HUHS and remembered her high school
friends. She loved going to The Temple of The Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter Day Saints.  

She was fun with all ages and made others laugh. She was a
caregiver at Melissa House in Casa Grande and never missed
work. She seemed to rise to any challenge.She enjoyed her friends
Gen and Sharon and loved her children, grandchildren and the
Lord, serving him daily. Her family called her “one sassy gal.”

Survivors include a daughter: Ada, two sisters; Nancy and
Kristin; two grandchildren; and two great-grandchildren. She
was preceded in death by a daughter, Alexa, four sisters; Mary
Ann, Kathy, Jane and Lillian; and two brothers, Frank and John.

No services will be held due to COVID-19. Angels in Waiting
Cremation & Burial are in charge of arrangements.

Edith Neidiffer
July 14, 1943-Dec. 7, 2020



BY JULIO MORALES

Countless Holtville residents
lined the streets in front of their
homes last week to catch a
glimpse of Santa Claus parade
through town with his merry
entourage.

For the occasion, Santa sub-
stituted his normal team of rein-
deer and sleigh with public safety
officials and emergency vehicles
and was joined by the Carrot
Festival court royalty as well.

The mini parade on Thursday,
Dec. 10, proved to be a hit with
residents and was organized in
place of the city and Holtville
Chamber of Commerce's annual
Christmas in the Park and tree-
lighting event at Holt Park, which
was cancelled on account of
COVID-19. 

"I think this is the start of a
new tradition in Holtville," said
Rosie Allegranza, chamber chief
executive officer, on Friday, Dec.

11.
The idea for the holiday

parade originated with Holtville
Fire Chief Alex Silva, who tasked
Allegranza with procuring a trail-
er that could serve as Santa's
sleigh to be towed by one of the
department's vehicles.

Allegranza was able to bor-
row a trailer from her neighbor,
Kevin Grizzle, while another
neighbor, Danny Poloni, person-
ally invited Santa to take part in
Thursday's event. 

That the collaborative effort
came together so quickly is "typ-
ical" of Holtville, Allegranza
said.

"We all just band together and
step up," she said on the day of
the event. "And we just wanted to
spread some joy here in
Holtville."

Their joy-spreading plan
included a predetermined route of
travel that Santa and his
entourage were going to take
after leaving the fire station.

Once they reached the city's east
side, they worked their way west-
ward by cruising up and down the
city's north-south avenues.

Waiting for them in the 900
block of Chestnut Avenue was 7-
year-old Bentley Lopez and his
family. Though he had only got-
ten a glimpse of Santa's emer-
gency light-flashing caravan as it
headed east on Ninth Street, it
proved memorable enough for
the youngster.

"I think I saw one of them,"
Bentley said excitedly. However,
Santa would later pass directly by
Bentley's home on his venture
west.

In the 700 block of Beale
Avenue, Erika Fregoso and her
two young children, Emma and
Kain, patiently waited for Santa
along with other family and
friends.

Fregoso said she became
aware of the event after seeing it 

Continued on page 6
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Festive Holtville Streets Welcome Cruising Santa Claus

Carrot Festival Junior Princess Brytni Valenzuela (left) and
Carrot Festival Queen Alexis Piper joined Santa Claus on
Thursday, Dec. 10, for a mini parade through the streets of
Holtville. | JULIO MORALES PHOTO
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American Legion Brings Cheer
To Blossom Valley Inn Veterans

Members of the American Legion auxiliary Bradley-
Keffer Unit 138 brought some Christmas cheer on
Friday, Dec. 11 to veterans at Blossom Valley Inn by
sharing stockings, shirts and pizza donated by George's
Pizza. 
PHOTO COURTESY OF KAREN GIBBS

Santa..............................from page four
promoted on the city of

Holtville's Instagram account and
decided to get her young kids in on
the fun.

"This is their first year under-
standing who (Santa) is and know-
ing about Christmas," she said.
"They're excited to see Santa and
the mini parade."

Nobody was probably more
excited than siblings Athena, 4,
and Daniel Mendez, 6, who anx-
iously waited for Santa in front of
the Chestnut Village Apartments
on East Seventh Street along with a
strong showing of fellow Santa
fanatics of all ages.

Though the pair had initially
missed Santa when he passed by
the apartment complex heading
east on Seventh, they were quick to
greet his entourage when it
returned and turned into the com-
plex.

After excitedly waving to and
wishing Santa and the Carrot
Festival court royalty a "Merry
Christmas," Athena and Daniel
went scurrying down the sidewalk
as Santa headed west on Seventh
Street.  

Afterward, their mother, Anais
Luna, expressed gratitude for the
event having brought her children
such enjoyment.

"Thanks for the beautiful
drive-through my kids are soooo
happy they got to see Santa," Luna
wrote on the chamber's Facebook
page, which had livestreamed the
event.

A day after the parade,

Allegranza said she continued to
receive messages and texts from
residents who were grateful for the
occasion.

One such message, from Kim
Hester, described how much resi-
dents in the 700 block of Circle
Drive appreciated the event.

"It brought neighbors together
to wait for Santa and brought out
the child in all of us if only for a lit-
tle while," Hester wrote to
Allegranza. "Thanks so much."

Original plans had called for
Santa to make his citywide trek
atop a Fire Department fire engine
to be able to safely maneuver with-
in the tight confines of apartment
complex parking lots, whereas a
truck and trailer would present
more challenges. 

But those plans changed when
the fire engine had to respond to a
call for emergency service just
prior to the parade's start, Chief

Silva said.
Original plans had also antici-

pated the crosstown endeavor
would last about an hour and a
half. Instead, it clocked in around
three hours and was quite an
accomplishment for the entourage,
considering the night's cold tem-
peratures and the fact that the
Carrot Festival court royalty and
Santa hadn't had any dinner prior,
Allegranza said.

2020 Carrot Festival Queen
Alexis Piper said she enjoys giving
back to the community as queen,
much like she had before as a past
junior princess. For that reason, the
opportunity to take part in the mini
parade was something that she was
looking forward to. That, and
another personal reason.

"It's my favorite time of the
year," Alexis said moments before
the mini parade got underway.

Santa Claus was joined by the 2020 Carrot Festival court royalty
during a mini parade throughout Holtville on Thursday, Dec. 10.
| JULIO MORALES PHOTO

Council.................from page two

Former Holtville Mayor James Predmore (third from left)
received a plaque from the city on Monday, Dec. 14, for his 11
years of public service. | JULIO MORALES PHOTO 

24.7 percent of the votes cast,
or 870 votes total.  

Anderson's first two official
votes as a council member were
to support the equally unanimous
approvals of Goodsell as mayor
and council member Richard
Layton as mayor pro tem. 

During the council meeting,
incumbent council members
Michael Pacheco and Virginia
"Ginger" Ward were sworn in as

well. 
Ward received the third-

greatest number of ballots last
month, about 21.4 percent, or 753
votes, while Pacheco, who was
initially appointed to the council
in 2019 and ran as an incumbent
in November, finished as the top
vote-getter in the council race,
tallying 36 percent, or 1,290
votes. 



"Merry Christmas, ho, ho, ho!" as
he waves to all. One would think he
is the real deal, considering the
talk, look, beard, and physique is
reminiscent of the Santa we all
love. When asked what his name is
and where he is from, he said, "I am
Santa Claus and come from the
North Pole."

This St. Nick is not giving up
his real identity. Fair enough. We'll
play along.

The Imperial Valley is fortunate
to have Santa despite the pandemic.
COVID hasn't affected us, Santa
said.  

"Due to the extreme cold at the
North Pole, we don't have a whole
lot of problems with diseases and
germs, although we do have a day
of cleaning and shining regime," he
said. 

Most kids are on their best
behavior this time of the year
because they don't want to be on
Santa's naughty list. Santa is pre-
pared to answer all the questions
asked of him by the girls and boys,
one of which does include, "Am I
on the naughty list?" 

Yet Giawna - the 6-year-old
from the start of this tale - only
wanted to know, "What do rein-
deers eat?"

"I take hay and oats and mix in
crunched candy canes for the rein-
deers," Santa said. 

"They (the reindeer) are even
more happier and extremely ener-
getic to jump even higher to take
Santa high up to the sky where we
have to travel," Santa said, with a
chuckle.

What Are the Elves and
Reindeer Up To?

"My elves are on a schedule,"
Santa informed. "First thing in the
morning, they have safety training.
… We make toys safely because
they mean fun. Second thing, they
do is calisthenics, because I don't
want anyone to get hurt. … 

"So, that is what the elves are

doing right now … and taking care
of the reindeers, feeding them,
making sure they are OK, making
sure their teeth are clean. Happy
reindeer are fun reindeer," he said.  

The elves' hard work does not
go unnoticed, Santa said. "Every
Thursday, Mrs. Claus makes a
snickerdoodle party for the elves
and the reindeers. We get together,
laugh, cry, and it is my little reward
for the hard work they do."  

According to The Saturday
Evening Post, eight reindeer
(Dasher, Dancer, Prancer, Vixen,
Comet, Cupid, Donner, and
Blitzen) first appeared in the poem
"'Twas the Night Before
Christmas," published anonymous-
ly on Dec. 23, 1823, in a newspaper
in Troy, N.Y. The poem was then
republished in papers across
America under the title, "A Visit
from St. Nicholas." The Saturday
Evening Post also printed the poem
in its Jan. 7, 1826, edition.

Rudolph came along in 1939 as
part of a Montgomery Ward
Christmas promotion.  In 1949,
Rudolph became even more popu-
lar when Gene Autry recorded the
song "Rudolph the Red-Nosed
Reindeer." The story goes that
Santa uses Rudolph as a lamp to
guide his sleigh.

A Friendly Chat with Santa
For 1,750 years, Santa has been

granting the Christmas wishes of
boys and girls of all ages.
"Everybody are young people to
me," the mall Santa said.  

But why does Santa look like
he is in his 70s? Legend has it that
when Santa was 73 years old, Mrs.
Claus discovered a magical secret
ingredient that she started putting
in his favorite cookies and milk-
shakes; neither of them have aged
at all since. This also keeps the
elves and the reindeers from aging.

For all those years, children all
over the world have put aside milk
and cookies so that Santa can enjoy
a quick snack when he drops off
their gifts.  

What are the top requests for
gifts? 

"I'm finding out that young
ladies are still in love with their
Barbies and that young men love
their PlayStations, or even just
computers, or techi stuff in general
… with the Pokémon pulling a very
close third. Ho, ho, ho," laughs
Santa. "I get a lot of requests for
toys, and I tell them as long as they
don't mind it being made of wood."

When asked what he desires for
the world this year, the mall Santa
said, "I just wish for everybody to
wake up one day and realize that
we are all friends no matter what -
not enemies. It is not up to me what

you are, what you believe, I just
want to be your friend." 

He emphasized the joy of giv-
ing and reiterated that it is better to
give than to receive. Everyone can
make a difference by sharing an act
of kindness.  

Getting a Photo with Santa at
the Mall

As you might have already
guessed, taking a photo with Santa
this year is markedly different due
to COVID.

Children such as Giawna must
sit on a decorated red bench six feet
in front of Santa, who is seated next
to a Christmas tree and surrounded
by large Christmas gifts.  

Each photo session (pre-regis-
tration required) with Santa takes
about 15 minutes, as the photogra-
pher takes about two to three poses,
depending on the package pur-
chased. Within a few minutes, cus-
tomers receive their photo package.

Kids can drop off their letters
or cards in the Santa mailbox when
a photo session is not taking place. 

"Every day I open the letters in
the mailbox and then give them to
my elves for processing," Santa
said.  

This year's "Santa" is quite spe-
cial, with a real twinkle in his eye.

"He's the jolliest of them all;
really captures the kids' attention,"
said Alicia Swain, general manager
of the Imperial Valley Mall.

Mandissa Borbon, sales associ-
ate with Cherry Hill Programs,
noted the company has two main
photo seasons during the year, the
Easter setup and the Santa set.  Due
to COVID, the Easter set was can-
celled earlier this year.

"This year, we were able to
open up (the Santa set), but with
new rules and regulations," Borbon
stated.  
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Alamo....................from page one
expand its Pete Mellinger Alamo
River Trail.

Plans call for the creation of a
fork in the trail under the trestle
bridge that will allow users to con-
tinue along the top of the bridge to
follow the Alamo River for about
half a mile and eventually arrive at
the proposed site of the city's wet-
lands project. 

"This would be a spur to a dif-
ferent route," City Manager Nick
Wells said following the council
meeting. "It's been a priority to get
it fixed for some time."

Landscaping, benches, and sig-
nage will be installed on the trail
pathway leading to the trestle
bridge, according to the city plan-
ning reports.

All told, the city will utilize the
$1,262,000 grant from the CNRA's
Recreational Trails and Gateway
Grant Program, as well as an addi-
tional $720,000 the city was
awarded from a settlement follow-
ing a fire that damaged the city-
owned trestle bridge more than 15
years ago.

City officials are expected to
have further discussions with
CNRA officials in the coming
months and expend funds in either
March or April for the project's
design and engineering, which is
expected to take three to four
months. Construction would likely
start shortly after the completion of
the design process, Wells said.

The city also recently submit-
ted its design for the $3 million
wetlands project to the county, and
pending the results of a renewed
biological survey, will be applying
for a construction permit soon,
Wells told the council during its
meeting.

The wetlands project would
help improve the Alamo River's
water quality by acting as a natural
filtration system, while creating
habitat for birds and other wildlife.

The project is some 15 years in
the making, and in 2016 received a

$2.85 million grant from the U.S.
Bureau of Reclamation to help
fund the project. It has recently
been delayed by the design firm of
George Cairo Engineering being
behind schedule and the overall
impact of COVID-19, Wells said.

During its meeting Monday,
the council also authorized the city
to apply for a state Local Early
Action Plan (LEAP) grant that
would be used to update the city's
housing element.

Cities across the state are
required to update their housing
elements every eight years, and
this year $119 million in funding
has been made available by the
state to help assist cities with the
endeavor, Galvan said.

The city is qualified for a grant
of up to $65,000 and no less than
$25,000 based on its population of
less than 20,000. The housing ele-
ment is a comprehensive plan that
cities use to detail their planning
for residential needs.

Once funds are received, the
city can begin the procurement
process to retain the services of a
consultant to complete the housing
element update.

"The updates will assist the
City of Holtville in making efforts
to create more housing to be con-
sistent with the Regional Housing
Needs Allocation (RHNA) target
and accelerate the production of
diverse housing opportunities," the
council meeting's agenda report
stated.

The agenda report further stat-
ed that the state Department of
Finance recently reported that
Holtville experienced a 2 percent
housing unit growth, attributed to
the recent addition of 41 single-
family homes. 

And while the city has a hand-
ful of pending multi-family resi-
dential projects, that "will do little
to diversify housing unit stock,"
the city's LEAP application stated. 
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Six-year-old Giawna Aguirre
said, "Of all the gifts, joy and
family are the best presents."
Giawna visited Santa Claus at
the Imperial Valley Mall on
Dec. 1 for a socially distanced
photo with him. | COURTESY
PHOTO



Hanks replied, "I'm glad to see
Director Cardenas finally take a
stand on something."

To say changing the board
policy was contentious is an
understatement, but what fol-
lowed, appointing a new president
and vice president, took multiple
motions and at the end of the day,
more than half of the board had

been nominated for the position of
president.

"We need a president and vice
president that will do the follow-
ing: develop a work plan with the
full board's participation, conduct
meetings with decorum, behave
consistently with our board poli-
cy, focus discussions on the pub-
lic's business, not delivering per-

sonal attacks to members of the
board and public," Hamby said.
"We need officers that will con-
duct themselves professionally
and stick to board policy in serv-
ice of the public. 

"I've been taught that you can-
not improve what you tolerate,
and the people of Imperial Valley
stated in this election that they did
not tolerate what was going on at
the IID board," he added. "It is
time that we deliver the improve-
ment that they demanded. At this
time, I would like to extend the
offer to nominate Director Hanks
to the office of his choosing, if
he's willing to accept my nomina-
tion." 

Hanks replied, "I will say this
much. I will not serve as presi-
dent. I have served multiple times.
I'm not interested in serving as the
president."

So how did Hanks, who said
clearly multiple times that he did
not want to be president of the

board, end up in that position?
A lot of arm-twisting and

motions for other members to be
president, that's how.

The decision came down to
newly elected Division 4 Director
Javier Gonzalez.

Gonzalez said earlier in the
meeting that he supported chang-
ing the governance policy, but not
to get ahead himself.

"I support the proclamation.
That doesn't mean I'm going to be
supportive of a rookie," he said.
"It should be at the discretion of
the board."

"I'll be honest, I'm in the mid-
dle," he said after voting against
having Hamby as president. "I
was hoping Mr. Hanks could be
president."

Galindo then asked if
Gonzalez wanted to be president,
to which he responded swiftly,
"no."

After more discussion and
another failed vote, Hanks said he

would accept the nomination for
the position. A motion to make
Hanks president at the beginning
of 2021 passed 3-2, with Hanks,
Hamby, and Gonzalez voting in
the affirmative.

Gonzalez did attempt to
bridge what appears an obvious
chasm that has formed between
Hanks, Hamby, and himself, and
Cardenas and Galindo by nomi-
nating Cardenas for the vice pres-
idency. 

"I respectfully decline. I am
not available to serve as vice pres-
ident," Cardenas said. 

He added that he removed
himself because he was not in
support of the first motion to
change the governance policy.

The next motion came from
Hanks, who nominated Hamby
for the position of vice president.
That motion passed with a 3-2
vote, Cardenas and Galindo
opposing it.

NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
Marta Alicia Carrico 
CASE NUMBER:  EPR000822 
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors,
contingent creditors, and persons
who may otherwise be interested in
the will or estate, or both, of:  Marta
Alicia Carrico, aka Marta A.
Carrico, aka Marta Carrico 
A Petition for Probate has been filed
by: Adriana Carrico in the
Superior Court of California, County
of:  IMPERIAL
The Petition for Probate requests that
Adriana Carrico be appointed as
personal representative to administer
the estate of the decedent.
The petition requests authority to
administer the estate under the
Independent Administration of
Estates Act. (This authority will
allow the personal representative to
take many actions without obtaining
court approval. Before taking certain
very important actions, however, the
personal representative will be
required to give notice to interested
persons unless they have waived
notice or consented to the proposed
action.) The independent administra-
tion authority will be granted unless

an interested person files an objec-
tion to the petition and shows good
cause why the court should not grant
the authority.
A hearing on the petition will be
held in this court as follows:
Date: December 18, 2020
Time:  8:30 a.m.
Dept.  9
Address of court:
Superior Court of California, 
County of Imperial
939 West Main Street 
El Centro, CA 92243
If you object to the granting of the
petition, you should appear at the
hearing and state your objections or
file written objections with the court
before the hearing. Your appearance
may be in person or by your attorney.
If you are a creditor or a contin-
gent creditor of the decedent, you
must file your claim with the court
and mail a copy to the personal rep-
resentative appointed by the court
within the later of either (1) four
months from the date of first
issuance of letters to a general per-
sonal representative, as defined in
section 58(b) of the California
Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from
the date of mailing or personal deliv-

ery to you of a notice under section
9052 of the California Probate Code.
Other California statutes and legal
authority may affect your rights as
a creditor. You may want to consult
with an attorney knowledgeable in
California law.
You may examine the file kept by
the court. If you are a person inter-
ested in the estate, you may file with
the court a Request for Special Notice
(form DE-154) of the filing of an
inventory and appraisal of estate
assets or of any petition or account as
provided in Probate Code section
1250. A Request for Special Notice
form is available from the court
clerk.
Attorney for petitioner:
Patrick M. Pace
PINNEY, CALDWELL & PACE
444 South Eighth Street, Suite A
El Centro, CA 92243
(760) 352-7800
Electronically Filed
Superior Court of California, County
of Imperial
12/1/2020 at 01:36:11 PM
By Astridd Weirner,  Deputy Clerk
Legal 6418   
Publish: Dec. 3, 10, 17, 2020 
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NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
George B. Covarruvia

CASE NUMBER:  EPR000482 
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors,
contingent creditors, and persons
who may otherwise be interested in
the will or estate, or both, of:
George B. Covarruvia
A Petition for Probate has been filed
by: Imperial County Public
Administrator in the Superior Court
of California, County of:  IMPERI-
AL
The Petition for Probate requests that
Imperial County Public
Administrator be appointed as per-
sonal representative to administer the
estate of the decedent.
The petition requests authority to
administer the estate under the
Independent Administration of
Estates Act. (This authority will
allow the personal representative to
take many actions without obtaining
court approval. Before taking certain
very important actions, however, the
personal representative will be
required to give notice to interested
persons unless they have waived
notice or consented to the proposed
action.) The independent administra-
tion authority will be granted unless
an interested person files an objec-
tion to the petition and shows good
cause why the court should not grant
the authority.
A hearing on the petition will be
held in this court as follows:
Date: December 18, 2020
Time:  8:30 a.m.
Dept.  9
Address of court:
Superior Court of California, 
County of Imperial
939 West Main Street 
El Centro, CA 92243
If you object to the granting of the
petition, you should appear at the

hearing and state your objections or
file written objections with the court
before the hearing. Your appearance
may be in person or by your attorney.
If you are a creditor or a contin-
gent creditor of the decedent, you
must file your claim with the court
and mail a copy to the personal rep-
resentative appointed by the court
within the later of either (1) four
months from the date of first
issuance of letters to a general per-
sonal representative, as defined in
section 58(b) of the California
Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from
the date of mailing or personal deliv-
ery to you of a notice under section
9052 of the California Probate Code.
Other California statutes and legal
authority may affect your rights as
a creditor. You may want to consult
with an attorney knowledgeable in
California law.
You may examine the file kept by
the court. If you are a person inter-
ested in the estate, you may file with
the court a Request for Special Notice
(form DE-154) of the filing of an
inventory and appraisal of estate
assets or of any petition or account as
provided in Probate Code section
1250. A Request for Special Notice
form is available from the court
clerk.
Attorney for petitioner:
Imperial County Public
Administrator
778 West State Street
El Centro, CA 92243
(442) 265-7000
Electronically Filed
Superior Court of California, County
of Imperial
11/24/2020 at 02:22:45 PM
By Astridd Weirner,  Deputy Clerk
Legal 6419   
Publish: Dec. 3, 10, 17, 2020 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  20-622
The following persons are conduct-
ing business as:
Hannah House and Disciple Thailand
Ministries
722 E. 6th Street
Holtville, CA 92250
County of Imperial
Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 776
Holtville, CA 92250
Full Name of Registrant:
Trinity Baptist Church of Imperial
Valley

722 E. 6th Street
Holtville, CA 92250
This business conducted by: A
Corporation
Articles of Incorporation: C4619011
Registrant commenced to transact
business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above on:
2014
I, Declare that all of the information
in this statement is true and correct.
Signature: David Crittendon,
President
The filing of this statement does not
of itself authorize the use in this State
or a Fictitious Business Name in

Violation of the Rights of another
under Federal, State or Common
Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: November 6,
2020.
NOTICE:  This statement expires on:
November 5, 2025. A new statement
must be filed prior to the expiration
date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy
Legal 8999     
Publish: Nov. 19, 26, Dec. 3, 10,
2020

NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
Irene Lopez aka Irene Palomares
Nieblas
CASE NUMBER:  EPR01970 
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors,
contingent creditors, and persons
who may otherwise be interested in
the will or estate, or both, of:  Irene
Lopez aka Irene Palomares
Nieblas
A Petition for Probate has been filed
by: Imperial County Public
Administrator in the Superior Court
of California, County of:  IMPERI-
AL
The Petition for Probate requests that
Imperial County Public
Administrator be appointed as per-
sonal representative to administer the
estate of the decedent.
The petition requests authority to
administer the estate under the
Independent Administration of
Estates Act. (This authority will
allow the personal representative to
take many actions without obtaining
court approval. Before taking certain
very important actions, however, the
personal representative will be
required to give notice to interested
persons unless they have waived
notice or consented to the proposed
action.) The independent administra-
tion authority will be granted unless
an interested person files an objec-
tion to the petition and shows good
cause why the court should not grant
the authority.
A hearing on the petition will be
held in this court as follows:
Date: January 8, 2021
Time:  8:30 a.m.
Dept.  9
Address of court:
Superior Court of California, 
County of Imperial
939 West Main Street 

El Centro, CA 92243
If you object to the granting of the
petition, you should appear at the
hearing and state your objections or
file written objections with the court
before the hearing. Your appearance
may be in person or by your attorney.
If you are a creditor or a contin-
gent creditor of the decedent, you
must file your claim with the court
and mail a copy to the personal rep-
resentative appointed by the court
within the later of either (1) four
months from the date of first
issuance of letters to a general per-
sonal representative, as defined in
section 58(b) of the California
Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from
the date of mailing or personal deliv-
ery to you of a notice under section
9052 of the California Probate Code.
Other California statutes and legal
authority may affect your rights as
a creditor. You may want to consult
with an attorney knowledgeable in
California law.
You may examine the file kept by
the court. If you are a person inter-
ested in the estate, you may file with
the court a Request for Special Notice
(form DE-154) of the filing of an
inventory and appraisal of estate
assets or of any petition or account as
provided in Probate Code section
1250. A Request for Special Notice
form is available from the court
clerk.
Attorney for petitioner:
Imperial County Public
Administrator
778 West State Street
El Centro, CA 92243
(442) 265-7000
Filed: December 8, 2020
Legal 6430  
Publish: Dec. 17, 24, 31, 2020,  

Lithium.............from page three
holders that will bring their

expertise to the table." CEC
Commissioner Karen Douglas
further added that the commis-
sion and the work they do has a
direct nexus to the state's restora-
tion efforts at the Salton Sea. 

In September, Newsom
signed AB 1657 to create the
blue-ribbon commission meant to
explore and expand the state's
emerging lithium-recovery
industry.

"After years of concerted
advocacy, we have successfully
secured California's commitment
to explore the abundant lithium
extraction, renewable power
potential of the Salton Sea geot-
hermal resource area," stated

Assembly member Garcia in a
press release regarding the bill.
"In addition to helping meet our
clean energy goals, this commis-
sion could serve as a valuable
lever of our state's economic
recovery strategy. 

"The passage of AB 1657 is a
major victory for our region,
especially for our most impover-
ished communities who would
benefit from the jobs a competi-
tive lithium industry will bring to
our area," he added.

The commission is required
to submit a report to the
Legislature documenting its find-
ings and recommendations by
Oct. 1, 2022.

IID..........................................................................from page three
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Sports..............................................................from page one
will comply with the most

recent guidance," stated Carlos
Gonzales, superintendent of the
Calexico district, in the release.
"We understand that this may not
be the most ideal situation for our
athletes, but our focus has and
always will continue to be the
health and safety of our students,
staff, and community."

State Public Health's guide-
lines come a week after the
California Interscholastic
Federation, the state's high school
sports sanctioning body,
announced it was pushing back the
start date for official practices
from mid-December to January.
CIF governs some 1,605 member
schools and some 800,000 stu-
dent-athletes in California.

"CIF is going to follow the
state's lead when it comes to
COVID-19 safety precautions,"
said C.J. Johnston, Holtville High
School's athletic director and
assistant principal. "We all want to
get the kids back in the classroom,
but it's got to be done in the safest
possible way. If we rush things
and there's an outbreak, then who
knows when we could get the kids

back in the class or on the field."
The Four Tiers
If Imperial County scales the

state's COVID tiers and the stay-
at-home order is lifted, more
sports would be able to begin.

While the county is in the pur-
ple tier, only outdoor, low-contact
sports are permitted. For local
high schools, that means cross
country, golf, swimming, tennis
and track and field.

When and if the county pro-
gresses to the substantial (red) tier,
then outdoor, moderate-contact
sports would be allowed. High
school sports that could begin at
that point include baseball, cheer-
leading, and softball.

When Imperial County reach-
es the moderate (orange) tier, then
outdoor, high-contact sports and
indoor, low-contact sports can
start. For high schools, the sports
would be football, soccer, and vol-
leyball. 

The fourth and final tier for the
county is the minimal (yellow) tier
that permits indoor, moderate-con-
tact sports and indoor, high-con-
tact sports. For high school sports
purposes, that includes basketball

and wrestling.
"If and when we return to

sports, there are several considera-
tions that must be taken into
account, such as associated risk
level, when and what type of com-
petitions will be permitted, what
practice activities will be allowed
for each sport, adjustment to
cohort sizes, potential travel
restrictions and any other addi-
tional COVID protocols,"
Gonzales stated in the Calexico
Unified release.

Initially, CIF announced that
high schools would have two
sports seasons with traditional fall
sports in Season 1 and the winter
and spring sports in Season 2.
Now, CIF and the state Public
Health Department are planning a
reassessment scheduled for Jan. 4
and no sport to begin competition
until Jan. 25. 

"It is a bit disheartening, but
the state is doing this out of an
abundance of caution for the kids
and their safety and the safety of
their families," said Johnston, who
is also Holtville's wrestling coach.

Cohorting
A new guideline issued by the

state that would have a big impact
on Imperial Valley high schools is
"cohorting." The state Public
Health Department is asking ath-
letes and coaches to cohort by
team and refrain from participat-
ing with more than one team over
the same season.

Simply put, athletes would not
be able to play on more than one
high school team in a season. CIF
had previously said athletes could
participate in as many as three
sports in a season due to the short-
ened and combined seasons.

In the CIF proposal for the
second sports season, all the typi-
cal winter and spring sports would
be playing at the same time: boys'
and girls' basketball, boys' and
girls' soccer, wrestling, baseball,
softball, track and field, boys' and
girls' golf, and boys' and girls' ten-
nis.

Asking high school athletes to
choose just one sport when they
normally played one in winter and
another in spring could present a
numbers problem for smaller
schools.

"If our kids are told they can
only play one sport, it's going to be

detrimental to some of our more
competitive sports," Johnston
said. "It would also cause a prob-
lem when it comes to being able to
field freshman or junior varsity
teams. At Holtville, we just don't
have the number of student-ath-
letes they have at bigger schools."

Competition
Imperial Valley schools might

also be limited to playing other
Valley schools as the guidelines
state that competitions would be
authorized only if both teams are
in immediately bordering counties
and the sport is authorized in both
counties. If Imperial County and
San Diego County aren't in the
same-colored tier, the teams
would not be able to compete.

"That would really hinder us
as far as games go. We'd be limit-
ed to just playing Valley schools
and I'm not sure what that would
mean for playoffs or if a county
moves tiers in the middle of a sea-
son," Johnston said. "There are
still so many questions that need
to be answered, but at least we are
starting to see the guidelines now
and where we need to be."
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Moderna vaccine on Dec. 21 if
the emergency authorization is
awarded.

Edward said there would be a
total of 1,058 doses available for
his hospital staff over the next
two weeks, and he added that the
second dose of the two-step
process would follow in 21 to 28
days. The second Pfizer dose is
21 days after the first; it's 28 days
later for the Moderna version.

As far as how the vaccine will
roll out at El Centro Regional,
Edward said it would be a calcu-
lated mixture of different staff
members from different depart-
ments, so not all staffers from the
same department would feel the
effects of vaccine at the same
time. In fact, the hospital would
attempt to inoculate its healthcare
workers at the end of their shifts,
so each would have a few days to
recover from the vaccine, if they
feel ill effects.

"The plan is complex,"
Edward said. "We have a lot of
different buckets at different
times. … It's like a military
machine."

The vaccine is set to arrive as
the local hospitals continue to
burst at the seams with COVID
patients and high volumes of
patients in general. 

On Wednesday, the 161-bed
El Centro hospital had a total
patient census of 158, with 117 of

those patients being COVID-pos-
itive.

Edward said as of noon, there
24 of 26 intensive-care unit beds
filled. He said the good news was
the hospital had just received the
staffing necessary to expand its
ICU from 20 patients to 26 this
week.

The hospital announced the
arrival of 33 medical staff mem-
bers from the U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services'
Disaster Medical Assistance
Team on Monday, Dec. 14,
according to a press release.

ICU capacity for the Southern
California Region, of which
Imperial is a part along with 10
other nearby counties, continues
to plummet, dipping to a new low
of 0.5 percent capacity, as of
Wednesday.

There are now four regions of
the state under the trigger-point
of 15 percent ICU capacity.
Southern California, the Greater
Sacramento Region at 14.1 per-
cent, the Bay Area Region at 12.9
percent, and the San Joaquin
Valley at a shocking zero percent
cumulative ICU capacity, all as
of Wednesday, Dec. 16.

Some 39.4 million
Californians, or 98.3 percent of
the population, are now living
under a regional stay-at-home
order triggered by the ICU-
capacity levels.
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