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New Super Hornet 
Jets to Debut at 
Retooled Festival of 
Flight on March 13
By JULIO MORALES
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

NAF EL CENTRO — Even as the 
Blue Angels hone their skills over Im-
perial Valley airspace leading up to 
their 75th anniversary season, what 
locals will see during daily practices 
could be a spectacle unto itself.

Much has been made about the 
elite flight demonstration team’s re-
cent transition to a new platform, the 

Boeing-built F/A-18E/F Super Hor-
net, the first change for team’s plat-
form, or model of jet, since 1986.

With that change comes a larger, 
louder, more powerful, and more 
maneuverable version of the telltale 

blue and gold aircraft that the team 
is still getting to know, and it should 
make for a memorable visual experi-
ence as it dives and dances overhead, 
which it already began Jan. 7.

Blue Angels’ Practices to Be 
‘Louder, Bigger’ Than Before

The Blue Angels arrive to Naval Air Facility El Centro for their first winter training in the 
new F/A-18E/F Super Hornet platform on Jan. 5. | PHOTO COURTESY OF U.S. NAVY

See BLUE ANGELS, PAGE 8

By JULIO MORALES
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — The Holtville City Council unan-
imously approved a pair of resolutions related to 
planned sidewalk improvements for the north side of 
Ninth Street between Ash and Beale avenues during its 
Monday, Jan. 11, meeting.

The approved resolutions will award a $311,909 
construction contract to El Centro-based Rove Engi-
neering, while a resident engineering and construction 
management contract worth $76,329 will go to Dy-
namic Consulting Engineers Inc. of Imperial.

The resolutions’ combined expenditures of $388,238 
slightly exceeds the $374,000 that was allocated for the 
project through a combination of state and local funds.

The $311,909 awarded to Rove Engineering repre-
sented the project’s lowest responsive bidder and came 
under the $325,300 allocated for constructions costs.

However, the $76,329 construction management 
contract going to Dynamic Consulting was about 
$13,239 above the available allocated funds for the 
sidewalk improvement project. 

“Monies between construction and construction 
management will need to be shifted, but the project is 
slightly over budget,” a staff report accompanying the 
agenda items stated. “The shortfall can be covered by 
Local Transportation Agency (LTA) funds.” 

Council Approves 
Bids for Ninth St. 
Sidewalk Project

See SIDEWALKS, PAGE 2

CITY

By MURRAY ANDERSON
FOR THE HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

W hen Imperial County 
schools went to 
at-home learning in 

March, all the sporting equipment 
got put away as well.

While most of the students 
thought they’d be back on campus 
and the athletic fields in a few 
weeks, COVID-19 has forced the 
school shutdowns to drag on into 
2021, now 11 months later.

March 2020 was the beginning 
of local high school spring sports, 
meaning the bats, balls, and gloves 
of baseball and softball were just 
starting to get used. Most local 
high school softball teams had 
played fewer than 10 games when 

everything stopped.
“Softball is the sport I’ve played 

the longest and it was the sport 

I was most looking forward to,” 
said Kalli Strahm, a Holtville High 
School sophomore, who was on 
the Vikings’ varsity squad in her 
freshman campaign. “I knew all the 
hard work I’d put in playing softball 
was going to make it worth it when 
I got to high school and we only 
played eight games.”

Like all young athletes, Strahm 
was upset sports and on-campus 
school was taken away by 
COVID-19, but she assumed she’d 
be back on campus and playing 
sports soon enough.

“We kind of thought that we’d 
be back on campus when the new 
school year came around, but 
when that didn’t happen there was 
the thought, I could lose a second 

LOCAL SPORTS

PLAYING 
THROUGH A PANDEMIC

Diamond Divas Happy to Get on the Field

Holtville High School 
sophomore Kalli Strahm 
(left), 15, and Calexico 
High School freshman 
Gianna Galindo, 14, 
are members of the 
travel softball team the 
Diamond Divas. 
CAMILO GARCIA JR. 
PHOTO

Holtville High School sophomore Kalli 
Strahm, a member of the travel softball 
team the Diamond Divas, takes a swing in 
a private batting cage in El Centro on Jan. 
7. | CAMILO GARCIA JR. PHOTO

See DIVAS, PAGE 4

By RICHARD MONTENEGRO BROWN
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

EL CENTRO — Lingering concerns remain over 
why as many as 35 individuals who were not part of 
the initial priority list of higher-risk acute healthcare 
workers and first responders were vaccinated against 
the coronavirus out of turn, a partial list that includes 
present and past El Centro City Council members 
and office workers and volunteers of a lower-tier ur-
gent-care clinic.

The nexus is staff vaccination events at El Centro 
Regional Medical Center that took place on separate 
dates — Wednesday, Dec. 30, and Sunday, Jan. 3 — and 
more specifically, the common denominator is person-
al invitations of friends and associates by hospital chief 
administrator Dr. Adolphe Edward, according to a se-
ries of interviews conducted over several days.

COVID-19

Up to 35
Vaccinated
Outside of 
Priority Tier
Shots given out of turn at 
direction of hospital CEO

See COVID, PAGE 8
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Week of January 11th

Parenting Styles and Child Success
(Originally aired April 2015)

Is there a “best way” to parent? Do all children respond the same to parent-
ing styles? It is easier to parent with two styles in the house? How do we
consistently put our children on a path to success through our parenting?

Does mental health impact parenting? Join us as Guadalupe (Lupita) Garcia
discusses how parenting and mental health intersect.

Guadalupe (Lupita) Garcia, AMFT
Associate Marriage and Family Therapist

Children Services

(442)-265-1525(442)-265-1525

(442)-265-1525(442)-265-1525

Semana del 11 de enero

Estilos de Crianza y Éxito Infantil
(Originalmente transmitido en abril 2015)

¿Existe una “mejor manera” de ser padre? ¿Todos los niños responden igual a
los estilos de crianza? ¿Es más fácil ser padre con dos estilos en casa? ¿Cómo
ponemos constantemente a nuestros hijos en el camino del éxito a través de

nuestra crianza? ¿La salud mental afecta la crianza de los hijos? Únase a
nosotros mientras Guadalupe (Lupita) Garcia habla de cómo la crianza de los

hijos y la salud mental se cruzan.

Guadalupe (Lupita) Garcia, AMFT
Trabajadora Social Clínico

Servicios para Niños y Adolescentes

GILGARGILGAR

Fallout from Riot at Capitol Continues

Tiny Homes Project Nears Completion in El Centro
BY JULIO MORALES

Construction is nearing com-
pletion for the Lotus Living, Rise
Above Resilient Community
project, which will provide 26
tiny homes for some of the
Imperial Valley College students
experiencing homelessness.

Already, several of the 170-
square-foot homes have been
delivered, with the remaining
number expected to arrive and be
installed in the coming weeks.  

"We are excited and aiming to
house students by the end of the
month," said Elizabeth Espinoza,
IVC interim communications and
governmental relations officer,
on Wednesday, Jan. 13.

Housing priority will be
given to students who were for-
merly in the foster-care system,
IVC officials have said. About
210 IVC students have self-iden-
tified as being homeless or at risk
of experiencing homelessness,
according to a recent survey by
the campus. 

The Lotus Living project was
made possible by a $2.6 million
grant the city of El Centro, in
partnership with the local college

and the Imperial Valley College
Foundation, received from Gov.
Gavin Newsom's Homekey grant
program.

The city was able to expend
all the funds associated with the
Homekey program by its Dec. 30
deadline, said Adriana Nava, El
Centro Community Services
director.

Original plans had called for
the construction of 13 tiny home
duplexes, each about 340 square
feet in size. But deadlines associ-
ated with the Homekey grant
prompted stakeholders to pivot to
the use of single-occupancy
homes, Nava said on Monday,
Jan. 11.

The duplexes would've
resulted in additional time-con-
suming review related to building
code requirements, Nava said.

The single-occupancy homes
are about half the size of the
duplexes and will include a stan-
dard-sized restroom and shower,
as well as living and study space,
kitchenette, and closet.

Instead of the stacked wash-
er-dryer unit that was proposed
for each of the duplexes, the 26
separate units will come
equipped with a dual washer-

dryer unit.
"The homes are tiny but

they're mighty," Nava said. "It's
really got everything you need."

The $2.6 million Homekey
grant that was awarded to the city
last year was part of the $600
million the state program allocat-
ed for the purchase and rehabili-
tation of housing to assist those
impacted by COVID-19 and
experiencing or at risk of experi-
encing homelessness.

In addition, stakeholders had
received $424,114 from
Enterprise, a non-profit affiliated
with the state's Housing and
Community Development
Department. The Enterprise
monies will cover two years of
operational costs, the city previ-
ously reported.

The Imperial Valley
Continuum of Care Council had
also contributed another
$458,000 to help offset the
increased costs associated with
the installation of the 26 tiny
homes, Nava said. 

The steady advancement of
the tiny homes project is owed
largely to the collaborative effort
of a variety of local stakeholders,
as well. 

The Imperial Irrigation
District, Spectrum/Time Warner
Cable, and AT&T are among
some of the entities that expedit-
ed their work to help the project
advance quickly. 

"We're really grateful for the
community support that the proj-
ect has received," Nava said. "It
really does take a village."

El Centro Mayor Cheryl
Viegas Walker expressed similar
sentiments on Jan. 11 about the
project and the collaboration it
inspired.

"It's a tremendous success
story that I think just shines a
really good light on Imperial 

Continued on page 6

The tiny homes community being developed in a part-
nership between the city of El Centro and Imperial
Valley College to house homeless college students or stu-
dents at risk of homelessness are nearing completion on
Bradshaw Avenue in El Centro near Lowe's home
improvement store on Tuesday, Jan. 12. | 
CAMILO GARCIA JR. PHOTO

Council................from page one

agenda items stated. "The short-
fall can be covered by Local
Transportation Agency (LTA)
funds." 

The project's costs are funded
by a $331,000 grant from the
Congestion Mitigation and Air
Quality program, which is admin-
istered by the state Department of
Transportation, District 11. 

An additional $43,000 in
matching funds for the project
have been secured from the city's
LTA fund.

The proposed project will still
leave a segment of Ninth Street
without a sidewalk on its north
side between Ash and Oak
avenues. Contract city planner
Jeorge Galvan told the council
that additional CMAQ grant funds
could be sought to complete the
stretch.

The sidewalk improvement
project will install a 6-inch curb
and gutter along the new interior
sidewalk edge and new asphalt
rubber hot mix pavement within
the native earth area, a previous
staff report stated.

The project will also leave a
segment of the north side of Ninth
Street without a sidewalk between
Ash and Oak avenues. Galvan had
told the council during its Oct. 26
regular meeting that additional

CMAQ grant funds could be
sought during its next cycle of
funding to finish the work.

City Salary Schedules Revised
During the Jan. 11 meeting,

the City Council also approved a
revised salary schedule for prede-
termined pay-rate changes and to
reflect required changes to the
California minimum wage.

Some of those pay-rate
changes included an automatic 2
percent raise for members of the
city's Management/Supervisory
Employees and Classified
Employees bargaining units, the
agenda item's staff report stated.

That pay raise had been previ-
ously approved in June 2019 as
part of the memoranda of under-
standing between the city and the
bargaining units.

The only employees identified
as being impacted by the adjust-
ment to the state's minimum-wage
rate increase from $13 to $14 per
hour starting Jan. 1 are part-time
firefighters.

"Expenditures will be impact-
ed in Fire, however, the projected
changes were incorporated in the
Fiscal Year 2020-21 Budget," the
agenda report stated.

The north side of Ninth Street between Ash and Beale
avenues in Holtville is shown on Tuesday, Jan. 13. The
Holtville City Council on Monday, Jan. 11, awarded more
than $388,000 in contracts tied to the pending installation
of curbs and gutters on the bare stretch. |
CAMILO GARCIA JR. PHOTO



BY RICHARD
MONTENEGRO BROWN
AND ELIZABETH VARIN

The only way to control hos-
pitalizations and hospital-capaci-
ty issues related to coronavirus is
to stop transmission, Imperial
County Public Health Officer Dr.
Stephen Munday reiterated this
week.

"All of us wish they (the vac-
cines) were out nine months ago,
and we wish we had enough for
everyone. We have to deal with
reality, not what we want,"
Munday told the Imperial County
Board of Supervisors on
Tuesday, Jan. 12, during the
Public Health Department's
weekly COVID-19 update. "Our
hope is that we will continue to
see additional doses of the vac-
cine roll out. We'll continue to
vaccinate populations that are
most at risk. 

"The bottom line is, the only
way we can control who gets
admitted to the hospital or (inten-
sive-care unit) is by limiting
transmission, and that's either by
the public health measures or the
vaccine," he continued, referring
to ongoing ICU capacity prob-
lems that have plagued the state
since early December, particular-
ly the 11-county Southern
California Region, of which
Imperial is part.

Additionally, Public Health
officials also thoroughly laid out
the counties vaccination plan and
updated the board on variants of
the SARS-CoV-2 virus that caus-
es COVID-19.

Meanwhile, as of Tuesday
morning, ICU capacity for
Southern California was at zero
percent for what has been more
than two consecutive weeks,
although that percentage is
cumulative. It's true that ICU
beds come open and quickly fill
several times a day throughout
the region. While ICU stats for
Imperial County were not imme-
diately available for Jan. 12, data
from Monday, Jan. 11, show
there were 24 total ICU beds
open between Pioneers Memorial
Hospital in Brawley and El
Centro Regional Medical Center.
Some 68 of the total occupied

ICU beds were filled with
COVID-positive patients.

The region, and any other
region in the state with ICU
capacity below 15 percent, has
been under a temporary stay-at-
home order that comes with
numerous restrictions and which
cannot be lifted until projected
capacity exceeds 15 percent for
four weeks. Other regions under
the threshold include San Joaquin
Valley (zero percent), the Bay
Area (0.7 percent), and Greater
Sacramento (9.7 percent). Only
Northern California has ample
ICU capacity at 35 percent.

Locally, hospital census data
for Pioneers showed 56 COVID
patients of a total of 92 patients
in-house on Jan. 12. For El
Centro Regional, there were 86
COVID patients among 129 total
admissions.

"Until the vaccine is readily
available and accepted, we're still
going to need to be dependent on
the public health measures. So,
it's very important that our mes-
sage does not change. People still
need to distance and mask and
not to gather. And that's really the
most important message we can
share right now," Dr. Munday
said.

Although Imperial County
still has some of the highest
COVID numbers in the state,
there does seem to be a pattern of
cases and hospitalizations trend-
ing downward slightly, which is
mirroring the state in many ways. 

Gov. Gavin Newsom, during
his weekly COVID press confer-
ence on Monday, said the expect-
ed surges coming from the
Christmas and New Year holi-
days (which typically follow a
14-day period, give or take a few
days) had yet to appear in a sig-
nificant way. Although the same
seems to be occurring locally, it
still might be too early to tell
with certainty; Tuesday's data on
COVID-positive tests is from the
weekend (Sunday, Jan. 10), when
some testing sites are closed and
fewer people tend to get tested.

On Jan. 12, there were 1,729
active COVID cases in Imperial
County, 449 deaths (which are
delayed for anywhere from three
to six weeks pending investiga-
tion and death certificates), and a

positivity rate of 41.35 percent
and 72.9 new cases per day per
100,000 residents (unadjusted).

Director Updates Board on
Vaccine Logistics

Statewide officials are step-
ping up efforts to vaccinate the
highest-risk individuals by estab-
lishing COVID-19 mass vaccina-
tion centers.

Three locations, including
Petco Park in San Diego and
Dodgers Stadium in Los Angeles,
have been selected for large-scale
vaccination sites, and are slated
to open as early as this week,
Gov. Gavin Newsom said during
his weekly update on Jan. 11.
More large-scale vaccination
sites are planned as well. The Los
Angeles Times reported Tuesday
that Disneyland theme park will
be used as a site.

Nearly 2.5 million vaccine
doses have been shipped to
California, Newsom said
Monday. An estimated 784,000
shots have been administered as
of this past weekend.

The goal in Imperial County
is to vaccinate most, if not all, of
Phase 1A Tier 1 workers by
Wednesday, Jan. 13, Imperial
County Public Health Director
Janette Angulo said Tuesday.
Second doses of Pfizer's vaccine
were set to start this week as
well.

Phase 1A Tier 1 is made up of
acute care (Pioneers and
ECRMC), psychiatric, and cor-
rectional facility hospital staff;
paramedics, emergency medical
technicians, and other emergency
first-responders who provide
direct medical care; dialysis cen-
ter staff; staff of residential and
inpatient substance abuse disor-
der treatment and mental health
facilities (such as Jackson House
in El Centro); and skilled-nursing
facilities, assisted living facili-
ties, and similar settings for older
or medically vulnerable people.

There were 2,580 first doses
allocated to Tier 1 individuals,
according to Angulo's presenta-
tion, and 76 percent of those
doses had been administered as
of Tuesday morning's report.  

The focus is still high- and
highest-risk people in Tiers 1 and
2, she said. Vaccinations for Tier
2 started on Tuesday, Jan. 12. 

Continued on page 6
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County Officials Drill Down on
Vaccine Logistics; Implore Public
to Continue Anti-COVID Measures  

Lithium Extraction: County
Officials Look at Problems
Facing Burgeoning Industry

An Imperial County Public Health Department staffer
(right) draws a single dose of the Pfizer-BioNTech vac-
cine on Dec. 18 to administer to a Public Health worker
who would go on to inoculate others. Boxes of the
Moderna vaccine are handled by a Public Health worker
when they were delivered on Dec. 22. | COURTESY PHO-
TOS

BY ELIZABETH VARIN

What is preventing lithium
projects from moving forward in
Imperial County?

"The county of Imperial is not
the problem," said Tim Kelley,
Imperial Valley Economic
Development Corp. chief execu-
tive officer and president.
"What's not in alignment is the
Fish and Game, the Army Corps
of Engineers, the Bureau of Land
Management.

"Every project that we've
worked on here in Imperial
County, when we dealt with the
(California Environmental
Quality Act) process, I don't think
it was way out of line in the
amount of time that it took. But
when we start dealing with these
other agencies, is when there's a
real hindrance and it starts to
slow down the process," Kelley
told the Imperial County Board of
Supervisors on Tuesday, Jan. 12,
during an update on local lithium-
extraction projects in the
pipeline. 

The Salton Sea area is sitting
atop millions of metric tons of
lithium in the form of its geother-
mal brine, and for several years,

companies, government officials,
and agencies have been working
to tap into that resource. There's
even a state commission, called
the Blue Ribbon Commission on
Lithium Extraction, that is set to
study the issues surrounding
drawing the hard-to-mine mineral
from areas near the Salton Sea.

District 4 county Supervisor
Ryan Kelley is a member of the
state commission.

"What's in control of the
county, we're trying to see what
we can do to address those, but I
think that Blue Ribbon
Commission is going to say that
Imperial County is doing their
part to get the planning process
under control, so we can invite
companies here to stay in
California and come to the
Imperial County. What is the state
doing, and what is the federal
government doing? I think that is
the next step," Tim Kelley
explained.  

The economic development
specialist has surveyed numerous
companies to get feedback as to
what is holding back some of
their projects, and there was not a 

Continued on page 6

Amid Soaring Death Rates,
State Scrambling to Increase
ICU Beds, Oxygen Supplies

BY SUNITA SOHRABJI

California's COVID-19-relat-
ed death rates jumped by 10,000
in December - for a total of
30,000 - leaving the state scram-
bling to increase intensive-care-
unit capacity and oxygen sup-
plies, according to state officials.

The state experienced 5,681
COVID-related deaths over the
past 14 days, with an average of
476 deaths per day during that
time period, Gov. Gavin Newsom
said at a press briefing Monday,
Jan. 11. 

Southern California has zero
percent remaining ICU capacity,
critically in San Joaquin, Los
Angeles, and Riverside counties,
where infection and death rates

have soared. Northern California
overall, has a 35 percent ICU-
capacity rate, while the Bay Area
has a scant 0.7 percent capacity
rate.

Dr. Mark Ghaly, Secretary of
California's Health and Human
Services division, reported that a
post-holiday surge was not as
high as expected, but cautioned:
"We are not out of the woods
yet."

The demand for oxygen has
increased by 300 percent,
Newsom announced. The state is
working with the Army Corps of
Engineers and other agencies to
increase oxygen supplies for hos-
pitals and also for at-home use in
an attempt to decrease the 

Continued on page 6



In late December, the state
Department of Industrial
Relations' Division of
Occupational Safety and Health,
or Cal/OSHA, announced it had
fined One World Beef Packers in
Brawley some $23,000 in connec-
tion to the COVID-19-related
death of one of its employees dur-
ing an outbreak in late May,
according to a press release.  

In June, Cal/OSHA became
aware that several One World Beef
Packers employees were hospital-
ized for complications related to
COVID-19, including one
employee who died. When

Cal/OSHA inspected the Brawley
facility at 57 Shank Road, investi-
gators noted that workers in the
production lines and quality assur-
ance area were not provided pro-
tective barriers and were working
too close to each other, a Dec. 23
press release stated. 

Further, the employer failed
to report the serious illnesses and
fatality within the eight-hour time
limit as required by law. As a
result, Cal/OSHA cited One
HYPERLINK
"https://www.dir.ca.gov/dosh/coro
navirus/citations/12.11.2020-
OWB-Packers-

LLC_1480875.pdf"W HYPER-
LINK
"https://www.dir.ca.gov/dosh/coro
navirus/citations/12.11.2020-
OWB-Packers-
LLC_1480875.pdf"a HYPER-
LINK
"https://www.dir.ca.gov/dosh/coro
navirus/citations/12.11.2020-
OWB-Packers-
LLC_1480875.pdf"orld HYPER-
LINK
"https://www.dir.ca.gov/dosh/coro
navirus/citations/12.11.2020-
OWB-Packers-
LLC_1480875.pdf" Beef Packers
a total of $23,000 on Dec. 11 for

one serious violation and a regu-
latory violation for failing to
report the serious illnesses.

"Enforcement of COVID-19
protections at meatpacking and
food-processing facilities has
been a priority of Cal/OSHA
given the high rates of positive
cases and alarming number of
deaths among food-processing
workers," stated Cal/OSHA chief
Doug Parker in the release.
"These citations represent a por-
tion of our enforcement efforts in
these industries. More citations
will be issued when violations are
identified and inspections are
closed."

The press release came along
with the announcement of cita-
tions of seven other meat-process-
ing facilities across the state. In

One World Beef's case, the com-
pany was fined $18,000 for the
"serious" violation of state's
injury and illness prevention pro-
gram, and $5,000 for the regulato-
ry violation of reporting work-
connected fatalities and serious
injuries.

Despite having more than 200
employees who have tested posi-
tive for COVID since the pandem-
ic started, it does not appear One
World Beef had received any fed-
eral workplace fines related to
conditions as of late November,
when "The Counter," a nonprofit,
newsroom investigating food-
related and food-processing-relat-
ed issues, wrote on the Brawley
plant as part of a Nov. 24 report.

season, and that's just insane," said
the 15-year-old Strahm. 

Strahm had been playing in
local recreational leagues with the
Diamond Divas for the past few
years for coach Mike Gastelum.
When summer rolled around and
the girls were all still sitting idle
with no sports, he decided to trans-
form his team into a travel team
and find games wherever it was
allowed.

"We wanted to get the girls a
different perspective of softball
and see what else was out there,"
said Gastelum, who has been a
head softball coach for about five
years. "2020 was definitely the
toughest year I've ever faced as a
coach. Basically, when everything
shut down, we decided to meet
with the parents and see what we
could do."

With their support, Gastelum
set out to see what could be
accomplished as far as practice,
conditioning, hitting sessions, and
games. His creativity has brought
together a collection of girls from
Holtville, Calexico, El Centro, and
Brawley that has been able to keep
competing through the pandemic.

Gastelum conditions with the
girls on a practice field in Calexico
with the support of the city. He
uses a parent's home batting cage
to work with the girls in a one-on-
one setting, and they travel to
counties where games are permit-
ted.

"We are just trying to keep the
girls active. Here in the Valley, and
in a lot of Southern California,
there is nothing as far as games go,
so we've had to travel to Arizona a
lot," Gastelum said. 

The Diamond Divas, all ages
16 and younger, feature high
school sophomores, freshmen, and
a few eighth-graders. One of the
freshmen on the squad is
Calexico's Gianna Galindo, who
plays both third and first base.
She's hoping she gets to start her
high school career this year but

has enjoyed the travel with the
Divas.

"It's been a lot of fun. We get
to see a lot of new places," said the
14-year-old Galindo. "Traveling
so much you get to see different
types of teams, and it's been a real-
ly good experience for all of us."

Galindo is worried she might
not get to take the softball field as
a Calexico Bulldog this year and
play the sport she's loved since age
7.

"I'm not sure there is even
going to be a high school season,"
Galindo said. "This is the first
sport my parents introduced me to,
and I fell in love with how fast it is
and how you feel the intense pres-
sure with every pitch."

Gastelum and the Divas are
taking every COVID precaution at
games, as players and parents wait
in their cars until five minutes
prior to games, players are masked
while in the dugout, and parents
are not allowed in the bleachers
and must sit along the outfield,
spaced apart among family
cohorts. 

"So far, we have not had a girl
test positive for COVID,"
Gastelum said. "Thanks to the
great support from the parents,
we've been able to find games and
keep the girls going."
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BY JULIO MORALES

The violent occupation of the
U.S. Capitol by supporters of
President Donald Trump on
Wednesday, Jan. 6, evoked near
universal condemnation as news
of the troubling event quickly
spread worldwide.

Locally, that sentiment was
evident among several individu-
als who shared their thoughts

about the chaos that reportedly
left four dead, forced lawmakers
into temporary hiding and
prompted Trump to concede to a
peaceful transition of power for
the first time on Thursday, Jan. 7.

Even as this story publishes
Friday, Jan. 8, Congress was con-
templating articles of impeach-
ment against Trump, and pushing
for the invocation of the 25th
Amendment that would remove
the president from office by his

cabinet, in the wake of
Wednesday's events.

Aside from the collective dis-
approval of the violence that sur-
rounded the rioting, some local
residents' reactions varied great-
ly, reflecting a diverse range of
political beliefs.

Former El Centro council
member and mayor Jason
Jackson said a sense disappoint-
ment came over him when he
first became aware that rioters

had stormed the Capitol Building
where lawmakers had gathered to
approve the results of the presi-
dential election in favor of
President-elect Joe Biden.

Though some objections to
the certification of some states'
Electoral College votes was
expected and supported by the
thousands of citizens who had
gathered outside the Capitol in
support of Trump, what ultimate-
ly unfolded proved shocking.

"It's not what I would expect
from any party or group of indi-
viduals," Jackson said.
"Especially people who are fly-
ing under the color of patriot-
ism."

The unrest was another exam-
ple of the deep political divide
that the country is now experi-
encing, and further proof of many
individuals' inability to "agree to
disagree," he added.

"Now it seems like every-
thing is so personal," said
Jackson, who is a Republican
Central Committee of Imperial
County board member. "It's the
wrong direction for our country."

Some of the riotous crowd's
anger leading up to Jan. 6 could
have been relieved had
Democratic lawmakers made
more of an effort to investigate
voting irregularities that were
reported during the Nov. 3 presi-
dential election, Jackson said. 

While acknowledging that
such investigations would not

have likely changed the outcome
of the election, those concerns
should not have been outright
ignored. 

"(The Democrats) didn't want
to give on anything, and it caused
people who are conspiracy theo-
rists by nature to think the worst,"
Jackson said.

Following the breach of the
Capitol, many were quick to
blame Trump for inciting the
crowd, which he had addressed at
a rally moments before on the
nearby grounds of the Ellipse
near the White House.

Though Jackson said he had-
n't listened to Trump's speech on
Wednesday, he conceded the
president's remarks likely didn't
help the overall situation and
were likely a reflection of his
future plans for office.  

"I think the president is still
in campaign mode for 2024,"
Jackson said.

Others, including prominent
Republicans, were not so defer-
ential, however.  

"We just had a violent mob
assault the Capitol in an attempt
to prevent those from carrying
out our Constitutional duty," U.S.
Rep. Liz Cheney, R-Wyoming,
stated on her Twitter account on
Jan. 6. "There is no question that
the President formed the mob, the
President incited the mob, the
President addressed the mob. He 

Continued on page 7

Locals React to Violent Breach of Capitol Building 

Diva.....................from page one

The events at the Capitol in Washington, D.C., on Wednesday, Jan. 6., in which support-
ers of President Donald Trump stormed the building amid a protest turned violent have
sent shockwaves across the nation. Trump's supporters climb the west wall of the
Capitol (background photo), after supporters broke through a police barrier (left photo).
Those who made it into the Capitol gesture toward Capitol police (right photo) in the
hallway outside the Senate chamber. | ASSOCIATED PRESS PHOTO COLLAGE 
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Brawley's One World Beef Fined $23K by State for COVID



BY LUKE PHILLIPS

SACRAMENTO - Dr.
George C. Fareed has been prac-
ticing family medicine in the
Imperial Valley for more than 30
years, and over the weekend the
physician was one of several
healthcare experts taking part in
the Re-Open California Now
public policy convention in the
gated Sacramento neighborhood
of Rancho Murieta.

Speakers from the medical
field were joined by state law
enforcement officials and eco-
nomic experts arguing that the
California economy should be
reopened immediately despite
record numbers of COVID-19
deaths and hospitalizations. 

The event ran from Friday,
Jan. 8, through Sunday, Jan. 10,
with the bulk of the discussion
occurring during sessions on
Saturday, Jan. 9, when Fareed,
director of the Pioneers Health
Center in Brawley and a Pioneers
Memorial Healthcare District
hospitalist, was part of a panel
discussion. 

Many of the views shared at
the conference have been inter-
preted as controversial and out-
side the mainstream. The event
was webcast over Re-Open
California Now's Facebook page.

Doctors Advocate for
Alternative Treatments

Fareed, who has gained
national exposure during the pan-
demic for his advocacy on early
COVID interventions, such as
the widespread use of a hydroxy-
chloroquine cocktail, was includ-
ed in a Q&A session focusing on
the science behind COVID-19
and possible treatments for the
virus. 

Fareed spoke alongside
University of California Los
Angeles' Dr. Joe Ladapo, entre-
preneur Steve Kirsch, and Dr. Jay
Bhattacharya, one of the authors
of the Great Barrington
Declaration, a statement drafted
by the American Institute for
Economic Research, a free-mar-
ket think tank in Great
Barrington, Mass. The statement
calls for the re-opening of the
national economy and for those
who are not at a significant risk
of dying from COVID-19 to
resume their normal daily lives
and for those who are at risk to be
intensely shielded from the virus.
The statement posits that a high

transmission rate among lower-
risk individuals would lead to
"herd immunity" for those at
higher risk. 

The World Health
Organization, along with dozens
of other national health organiza-
tions, has refuted the claims
made in the statement and said
that the herd immunity compo-
nent alone would be undermined
by the limited post-infection
immunity period and that it
would be impossible to shield all
of those who are vulnerable from
contracting the virus. In a pub-
lished interview, infectious dis-
ease specialist Dr. Anthony Fauci
called the plan "nonsense and
very dangerous."

Fareed and Bhattacharya both
called for the early treatment of
COVID-19 using cocktails of
drugs that have not yet been
widely accepted by the larger
medical community as effective
against the virus, including HCQ
and the antidepressant fluvoxam-
ine. They also spoke of mono-
clonal antibodies, two therapies
of which were recently awarded
U.S. Food and Drug
Administration emergency-use
authorization. 

"The monoclonal antibodies
are excellent therapeutics, and if
they could be given early and
with convalescent plasma (anoth-
er antibody treatment), if it's
given in the early window, within
the first three days of the onset of
symptoms, there is definite bene-
fit," Fareed said, adding that he
believes the use of the experi-
mental treatment should be more
widespread in urgent-care centers
and clinical settings.

"But they will be expensive,"
Fareed said. "I don't know what
their price is. I've asked about it,
but nobody has given me an
answer." 

For now, the FDA-authorized
monoclonal antibody treatments
are only being administered
through hospitals, but to outpa-
tients within 10 days of COVID
diagnosis.

With early-intervention med-
ications and experimental treat-
ments, Fareed claimed there has
been efforts to suppress knowl-
edge and distribution of these
therapies during the COVID cri-
sis. 

"For me, the worst thing has
been this suppression of early
treatment and the consideration
of a number of agents that can

suppress the early viral replica-
tion and allow the at-risk individ-
uals not to be hospitalized and
die," he said. "As they become
available, they should be tested
thoroughly and combined and
used, and they should have been
offered from the get-go and
should not have been stigma-
tized." 

Fareed said that he has
received some backlash for sug-
gesting that these drugs should be
used, but that he has "ignored
totally any reaction against me."
He said that he had been "picked
upon" by Imperial County Health
Department officials for using
HCQ to treat nursing-home
patients during an outbreak at
Imperial Heights Healthcare and
Wellness Centre in Brawley dur-
ing the summer. He added that
had he known about it, he also
would have used fluvoxamine as
part of the treatments. 

"I've felt (backlash) by peo-
ple in the community, or doctors
even who have not wanted to do
anything, that have accepted this
'don't do anything' approach, and
'you're going to do more harm if
anything,' and I've just ignored
it," Fareed said. 

"And I'm isolated in a rural
area on my own, and I've seen the
truth. I've seen the patients

improve and the expressions, and
maybe the fluvoxamine is going
to be even faster in achieving
that. Whatever it is, I will use it,"
he added. 

Bhattacharya called for open
communication on the subject
and said that he regrets the way
that Fareed has been treated. 

"I really regret that you've
been attacked in the way that you
have," he said. "It is a failure of
our professional responsibility if
we don't say what we see. What
I've learned from the Great
Barrington Declaration is that

there are a lot of people that think
like we do, they're just cowed
into silence because they don't
want to face the press attacking
you, misrepresenting you, accus-
ing you of things you don't
believe, which has all happened
to me. But there's no other choice
- we have to speak up. Millions
of lives are at stake here."

For a more in-depth coverage
of the Re-Open California Now
conference, visit the story online
at CalexicoChronicle.com

Holtville Tribune Thursday, January 14, 2021  PAGE 5

Local Doc, George Fareed, Talks Early Treatment at Re-Open Cal Now

Dr. George Fareed, who has been practicing family medicine in
Brawley for more than 30 years, speaks during the Re-Open
California Now conference in Sacramento on Saturday, Jan. 9. |
SCREEN CAPTURE IMAGE 



number of people who must
remain in the hospital solely for
oxygen.
On the vaccine front, Newsom
said the state expects to deliver 1
million more shots by Jan. 17.
California is partnering with
CVS and Walgreens to adminis-
ter vaccines and has considerably
widened its pool of healthcare
workers authorized to deliver the
injections. Currently, California
has deployed 1,878 federal and

state workers to administer vac-
cines and expects to employ
1,000 more staff in the next seven
days.
In the first phase of vaccine dis-
tribution, California is focusing
on healthcare workers and people
confined to long-term care facili-
ties.
The state is also opening mega
vaccination sites at Dodger
Stadium in Los Angeles, Petco
Park in San Diego, and CalExpo

in Sacramento. More sites will be
announced soon.
Newsom has proposed $372 mil-
lion for vaccine distribution in
his budget proposal, which was
rolled out Friday, Jan. 8. An addi-
tional $350 million is expected to
come from the federal govern-
ment.
Sunita Sohrabji is a contributing
editor with San Francisco-based
Ethnic Media Services.

There's still not enough vac-
cine to start Tier 3 yet, Angulo
said.

Tier 2 includes staff of "inter-
mediate care facilities for persons
who need noncontinuous nursing
supervision and supportive care";
home health care and in-home
supportive services staff (often
family caregivers); community
health workers including promo-
toras/es (Latino community mem-
bers who receive specialized train-
ing to provide basic health educa-
tion in the community who are not
professional healthcare workers);
public health department field
staff who work directly with the
community, including those who
immunize others or who are
involved in COVID testing; staff
of primary care clinics, including
federally qualified health centers
(Clinicas De Salud Del Pueblo),
rural health centers, correctional
facility clinics, and urgent-care
centers (such as Vo Medical
Center or All Valley Urgent Care);
and staff of outpatient substance
abuse disorder treatment and men-
tal health facilities, and crisis sta-
bilization units.

Angulo reported there are
about 4,100 people identified in
Tier 2, and the county has enough
vaccine to reach around 40 per-
cent of them. An additional 500
doses will be arriving this week,
she said.

Angulo added that Public
Health will be conducting drive-
through vaccination clinics
Mondays through Saturdays, by
appointment, and is also coordi-
nating with 35 agencies inoculate

those in Tier 2. 
Tier 3 will include healthcare

workers in settings such as spe-
cialty clinics, laboratories, dental
and oral health clinics, and phar-
macy staff not working in higher-
tier settings. It also includes mor-
tuary employees.

About 400 people have been
identified by the county as high-
and highest-risk in Tier 3.

Dr. Munday said late last week
that those included in Phases1B
and 1C are still being determined.
The general population likely
won't be vaccinated until the sec-
ond through fourth phases, the
hierarchy of which will depend on
occupations, co-morbidities, and
numerous other factors.

Update on New COVID Strain
There appears to be little to

worry about regarding the new
United Kingdom-based variant of
the SARS-CoV-2 virus (which
causes the COVID-19 illness)
found in the various counties sur-
rounding Imperial Valley, Munday
told the county board, and it's
something he has said on multiple
occasions.

The variant, B117, which has
been located in at least eight U.S.
states since first appearing in
England, is most widespread in
California and Florida, according
to published reports. Multiple
cases have been found in San
Diego and San Bernardino coun-
ties.

Multiple new strains have
been located outside the United
States, aside from B117. In addi-
tion to a variant in South Africa,
researchers reported yet another

mutation found in Japan, it was
reported Monday. That makes a
total of four, including the variant
that spread from Wuhan, China, to
the United States early last year.

As for B117, Munday said that
it has not been found in Imperial
County so far, but last week he
said there really wasn't the capa-
bility to look for it either, other
than to see whether any positive
tests show any findings inconsis-
tent with the present strain.

In the end, Munday told the
county board that this behavior is
not unexpected from an RNA
virus like SARS-CoV-2. RNA
viruses, according to medical liter-
ature, have very high mutation
rates and are difficult to make
effective vaccines against.

"This virus has been mutating
for the entire year it has been cir-
cling the globe as RNA viruses
do," Munday said. "This is why
we change our flu vaccine every
year, because the flu virus is also
an RNA virus that changes. ...
What's the question, of course, is
what effects do the changes have
either on the clinical illness that
the virus causes, whether or not it
increases or decreases how conta-
gious it is, and also the diagnostics
and therapeutics."

While there have been early
signs that B117 is easier to trans-
mit (50 percent more transmissi-
ble, according to the U.S. Centers
for Disease Control and
Prevention), there is no evidence
that it is more severe and no evi-
dence that measures like social-
distancing and wearing face cov-
erings can't help combat transmis-
sion, Munday said.

He has also said during previ-
ous press conferences that it is not
known at this point how the vac-
cines in use respond to B117.
However, according to a late
December published report, a
BioNTech official, which is half
of the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine
partnership, said that the U.K.
variant shared 99 percent of the
proteins found on the prevailing
SARS-CoV-2 strain. RNA viruses
spread when viral proteins bind to
host cell receptors.
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Tiny.................from page two

County," she said. "We often come
together for the benefit of the com-
munity and do it in just such a great
fashion."

The Lotus Living project is
located at city-owned property that
had previously sat vacant at 1998
N. 12th St., near Lowes and Target. 

Students will pay about $200
per month for rent and be required
to complete 10 hours per month of
community service on the grounds,
to help maintain the property and
provide them with a sense of own-
ership, Nava told the City Council
at its Dec. 15 meeting.

During the Dec. 15 meeting,
the council had approved the last in
a series of three agreements related
to the Lotus Living project.

The final agreement was a
$362,444 contract with Back Porch
Homes for the installation of the

tiny homes.  
In October, the council had

approved an onsite construction
agreement with El Centro-based
Michael "Mike" Mordah
Construction in the amount of
$1,160,696, and a purchase agree-
ment of $897,597 with Back Porch
Homes for the 26 units, the Dec. 15
council meeting's agenda report
stated.

During that meeting, IVC
President and Superintendent
Martha Garcia, appearing virtually,
thanked city officials for their sup-
port of the project.

"In spite of all the despair that
our community is experiencing
during these times, this project
reflects hope for the students who
will benefit from living in this safe
community that is being created,"
Garcia said. 

A tiny homes unit on a trailer is shown.The community is
being developed in a partnership between the city of El
Centro and Imperial Valley College to house homeless
college students or students at risk of homelessness.The
development is nearing completion on Bradshaw Avenue
in El Centro near Lowe's home improvement store on
Tuesday, Jan. 12. | CAMILO GARCIA JR. PHOTO

Vaccine...................................from page three

California COVID.........................from page three Lithium.............from page three

lot to criticize about the county,
Tim Kelley said. The only feed-
back that critiqued staff was that
the planning department is under-
staffed.
"They feel the staff are experi-
enced, and effort is made to make
the CEQA process as short as
possible," he said.
However, Tim Kelley continued,
he wants more time to get more
surveys back to provide a fuller
picture of what issues the county
could fix to promote develop-
ment in the area.
"What we're really looking for
are solutions, and I think the
developers are very positive
about Imperial County," he said.
"They would like to see some
improvements and they are will-
ing to work with us to come up
with some solutions so that we
can work with the planning
department."
District 1 Supervisor Jesus
Escobar asked why only a few
people were spearheading the ini-

tiative to bring lithium to the
Imperial Valley, adding that he
wants to bring in developers who
will use lithium to build batteries
and process the lithium.
"What the demand will be and
where that demand is coming
from should be an area we are
fully engaged and attacking in
order to bring that industry to our
Valley and compliment the actual
supply portion, which is geother-
mal," Escobar said. "I don't care
who spearheads it. I think it
should be more inclusive, not
exclusive."
IVEDC's Kelley said the county
first needs an idea as to what
challenges there are to bringing
the industry into the area, like a
lack of trained workforce and
permitting issues before it can
start to market it to those types of
companies. And that work is hap-
pening, he added. 
He added he hopes to have a fin-
ished report within the next few
weeks with more inclusive data.



lit the flame."
One woman who had report-

edly breached the building, and
who was later identified by media
as an Air Force veteran who
resided in the Ocean Beach com-
munity of San Diego, was fatally
shot by a Capitol police officer. In
addition, three other individuals
reportedly died of medical emer-
gencies, according to national
media reports.

Calexico resident Daniel
Ramirez said he also was dis-
pleased with the violence that
transpired at the Capitol yet felt
that those gathered there had
every right to contest the election

results.
"I think it's right what they

were doing," said Ramirez, a self-
described conservative Democrat.
"I believe in my heart that this
election was a fraud." 

He said he came to such a
conclusion, partly, because of his
awareness of at least two individ-
uals who had received more than
one mail-in ballot for the presi-
dential election. 

The widespread use of mail-in
ballots this year, largely on
account of COVID-19, was an
open invitation for electoral fraud,
Ramirez said. 

Ramirez, who had vied

against Rep. Juan Vargas, D-
Chula Vista, for California's 51st
Congressional District in 2012, is
no fan of the party's current lead-
ership and the incoming Biden
administration.

A staunch pro-life and pro-
family advocate who voted for
Trump in 2016 and 2020, Ramirez
currently has large signage affixed
to vehicles parked on private
property on Highway 98 in
Calexico that expresses his dis-
pleasure with Biden and Vice
President-elect Kamala Harris. 

"People are upset, and I don't
blame them," Ramirez, a 76-year-
old U.S. Marine Corps veteran,
said.

Though the outcome of the
presidential election was not what
Brawley resident and Trump sup-
porter Jim Abatti had wanted, the
violence that erupted at the
Capitol was unacceptable to him
and his fellow Trump supporters.

"We need to find peace within
our own country," Abatti said.
"The division cannot continue."

During Trump's visit to the
Valley in April, he had a presiden-
tial challenge coin delivered to
Abatti after the local grower and
some colleagues had carved
"Trump 2020" in an alfalfa field
that was on Air Force One's
approaching flight path to Naval
Air Facility El Centro.

And while Abatti said he has
since put the results of the Nov. 3
election behind him, he still feels
a sense of unease about the
incoming Biden administration
and its proposed far-left agenda,
he said. 

That concern is largely stoked
by instances across the globe
where far-left policies have failed
to deliver on their promises and
instead have only led to further
domestic turmoil, Abatti said.

"We've seen where they ended
up at," he explained.

The spectacle of Jan. 6 also
proved hard for him to fathom
considering similar well-attended
Trump rallies in the past had
occurred without incident. And
not by accident, since Trump and
his allies have long deemed them-
selves to be supportive of law and
order, Abatti added.

"We really got to support our
law enforcement officers," Abatti
said. "Those are the ones that
always seem to be targeted and
putting them at risk is just not a
good thing."

As the news of the day pro-
gressed, county Sheriff's Office
Sgt. Emmet Fried said he had
watched with growing alarm as
events turned deadly.

As someone who served his
country in the Marine Corps and
the Army National Guard, Fried

said he is in complete support of
every American's constitutional
right to protest peacefully.

"But once lawlessness comes
into the picture, you're no longer
dealing with a protest; you're
dealing with a riot," Fried said in
a written statement. "At that point,
measures must be taken to restore
law and order."  

The breach of the Capitol
reportedly left more than 50
Capitol police and D.C.
Metropolitan police officers
injured, Capitol police Chief
Steven Sund said on Wednesday. 

On Thursday, Jan. 7, he
announced his resignation, shortly
after U.S. House Speaker Nancy
Pelosi, D-Calif., called on him to
step down.

That same day, several top
lawmakers called for an investiga-
tion into how the violent crowd
was able to storm the Capitol
building and disrupt government
proceedings.

Calexico Police Chief
Gonzalo Gerardo said that as a
police officer he can sympathize
with the law enforcement officials
who were at the scene and who
faced a dangerous and difficult
situation.

"I have a feeling this caught
the police off guard big time,"
Gerardo said. "I think they feel
betrayed because they thought it
was going to be a peaceful
protest." 

And while U.S. citizens have
a First Amendment right to free
speech and peaceful assembly,
what had transpired at the Capitol
was hard for him to comprehend.
In his estimation, those who insti-
gated the uprising are "domestic
terrorists," while those who par-
ticipated in the turmoil failed to
show any presence of mind.

"You can't hold the Capitol
hostage," Gerardo said.

He also had some advice for
Trump, since none of Trump's
attempts to contest the election's
outcome have succeeded either at
the state level, with the lower
courts, or the U.S. Supreme Court.

"At one point he should con-
cede and move on," Gerardo said
on Jan. 6.

On Jan. 7, Trump did just that.
"Even though I totally dis-

agree with the outcome of the
election, and the facts bear me
out, nevertheless there will be an
orderly transition on Jan. 20,"
Trump said in a statement issued
through his deputy chief of staff. 

"While this represents the end
of the greatest first term in presi-
dential history, it's only the begin-
ning of our fight to Make America
Great Again!"

The admonition came after
two months of refusing to concede

to Biden and alleging widespread
voter fraud that state and federal
officials, as well as multiple
courts, had determined did not
occur to the degree that Trump
and his supporters believed. 

Following news of the breach
of the Capitol on Jan. 6, El Centro
Mayor Pro Tem Tomas Oliva took
to his Facebook account to voice
his concerns and question how
any Trump supporters could pos-
sibly believe such actions were
appropriate.

Those unlawful actions were
in direct violation of Article 1 of
the U.S. Constitution, which
establishes the different branches
of government and their respec-
tive responsibilities, Oliva said in
a phone interview later in the day.
The actions of the riotous crowd
also ceded any moral high ground
they may have sought and have
resulted in a "horrible stain" on
the nation's history, he added.

"This is the foundation of
American democracy that is being
attacked right now," said Oliva,
who is Democratic Congressman
Vargas' Imperial County represen-
tative. "It's not a protest, it's bor-
derline sedition."

Imperial Valley Black Lives
Matter coordinator Hilton Smith's
assessment of the deadly occupa-
tion of the Capitol was just as
damning.

"It was totally domestic terror-
ism in full view," Smith said
Friday, Jan. 8. "It's a despicable
act, it's appalling, it's an embar-
rassment to our country."

The lawlessness of the day fit
the very definition of an insurrec-
tion, he said. In this case, a violent
mob attempted to subvert the
democratic transfer of power sim-
ply because it didn't agree with the
outcome of the election, Smith
said.

For that reason, the mob's
presence and actions do not
deserve to be equated with the
unrest that at times accompanied
some of the nationwide protests
decrying the killing of Black indi-
viduals at the hands of police, he
said.

"There's a difference between
getting your feelings hurt
(because Trump lost) and
demanding justice and equality,"
Smith said.

Law enforcement's response
to the protesting mob's violent
attack on Jan. 6 also contrasted
greatly with the tactics deployed
against participants of Black
Lives Matter protests across the
country in recent times, he said.

"If it would've been Black and
Brown people, there would've
been Mace, rubber bullets, tear
gas, and more deaths," Smith said.
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CLASSIFIED ADS

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF PETITION TO

ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
Joann Finley, aka Jo Ann
Rodrigues Finley
CASE NUMBER:  
EPR000838
To all heirs, beneficiaries, credi-
tors, contingent creditors, and
persons who may otherwise be
interested in the will or estate, or
both, of: Joann Finley, aka Jo
Ann Rodrigues Finley
A Petition for Probate has been
filed by: Brad Joseph Chapin
in the Superior Court of
California, County of:  IMPERI-
AL
The Petition for Probate requests
that Brad Joseph Chapin be
appointed as personal representa-
tive to administer the estate of the
decedent.
The petition requests the dece-
dent’s will and codicils, if any, be
admitted to probate. The will and
any codicils are available for
examination in the file kept by
the court.
The petition requests authority to
administer the estate under the
Independent Administration of
Estates Act. (This authority will
allow the personal representative
to take many actions without
obtaining court approval. Before
taking certain very important
actions, however, the personal
representative will be required to
give notice to interested persons
unless they have waived notice or
consented to the proposed
action.) The independent admin-
istration authority will be granted
unless an interested person files
an objection to the petition and
shows good cause why the court
should not grant the authority.
A hearing on the petition will
be held in this court as follows:
Date: January 22, 2021
Time:  8:30 a.m.
Dept.  9
Address of court:
Superior Court of California, 
County of Imperial
939 West Main Street 
El Centro, CA 92243

If you object to the granting of
the petition, you should appear at
the hearing and state your objec-
tions or file written objections
with the court before the hearing.
Your appearance may be in per-
son or by your attorney.
If you are a creditor or a con-
tingent creditor of the dece-
dent, you must file your claim
with the court and mail a copy to
the personal representative
appointed by the court within the
later of either (1) four months
from the date of first issuance of
letters to a general personal rep-
resentative, as defined in section
58(b) of the California Probate
Code, or (2) 60 days from the
date of mailing or personal deliv-
ery to you of a notice under sec-
tion 9052 of the California
Probate Code.
Other California statutes and
legal authority may affect your
rights as a creditor. You may
want to consult with an attor-
ney knowledgeable in
California law.
You may examine the file kept
by the court. If you are a person
interested in the estate, you may
file with the court a Request for
Special Notice (form DE-154) of
the filing of an inventory and
appraisal of estate assets or of
any petition or account as provid-
ed in Probate Code section 1250.
A Request for Special Notice
form is available from the court
clerk.
Attorney for petitioner:
Patrick M. Pace
PINNEY, CALDWELL & PACE
444 South Eighth Street, Suite A
El Centro, CA 92243
(760) 352-7800
Electronically Filed
Superior Court of California,
County of Imperial
01/04/2021 at 12:38:32 PM
By: Astridd Weirner, Deputy
Clerk
Legal 6441 
Publish: Jan. 7, 14, 21, 2021

Reaction.............................................................from page four   



What is known is that some of
the confirmed individuals inoculat-
ed out of turn were El Centro
Mayor Cheryl Viegas Walker, for-
mer El Centro City Council mem-
bers Jason Jackson and Efrain
Silva, El Centro City Manager
Marcela Piedra, between 20 to 25
members of Dr. Tien Tan Vo's staff,
both those who directly attend to
the ill and those who do not, and
some of Vo's nonprofit COVID-19
Meals on Wheels volunteers,
including Imperial Irrigation
District Director Alex Cardenas
and filmmaker Roy Dorantes.

"These actions are a deviation
from the state and local county pri-
ority loading order. It is unethical
and should be made example, so
that anyone who attempts to create
a VIP line or uses their privilege to
skip the line must be fined or
removed of being entrusted with
applying vaccines," said Luis
Olmedo, executive director of
Comite Civico Del Valle, whose
organization is a member of both
the county and state vaccine com-
mittees.

"I don't blame those who got
the vaccine; some may not know
any better. But ECRMC knows bet-
ter and should have used good
moral judgement," Olmedo said
Friday, Jan. 8. "No matter what
happened or how it happens, this is
the responsibility of the CEO."

No one among that partial list
who received vaccinations was part
of the tier supposed to be undergo-
ing the first doses on those dates,
and many of the people listed
acknowledged that fact in separate
interviews, including Walker,
Jackson, Dr. Vo, Cardenas,
Dorantes, and Dr. Edward himself. 

Although the issue has taken
on a life of its own with a legal
threat over defamation against
Edward and El Centro Regional
Medical Center by Dorantes,
Edward told this newspaper in one
of two separate interviews as the

story was still developing that he
ultimately did not regret his deci-
sion.

Instead, he said that it proved
his point that greater advocacy is
needed by the county's elected offi-
cials to acquire more vaccine in
Imperial County amid what he con-
tinues to call the "rationing of
healthcare" through the tier system.

In earlier published reports, Dr.
Edward had been quoted as stating
the county Public Health
Department needed to do a better
job of lobbying for increased vac-
cine supplies, yet on Thursday, Jan.
7, after Public Health Director
Jeanette Angulo and Public Health
Officer Dr. Stephen Munday
explained their roles and attempts
to get increased allocations from
the state during a joint press con-
ference Edward was part of,
Edward said it was elected county
officials that needed to step up dur-
ing a follow-up interview about an
hour later.

"Everybody should be calling
to get more vaccine, I know I'm
doing it," Edward said. "Why can't
the elected officials get it?

"Who's advocating on our
behalf? That's the part I'd like to
see, can we continue to advocate
for our community?" he continued.
"That's what an elected official
does."

That statement didn't sit well
with County Executive Officer
Tony Rouhotas Jr.

"Our board is supporting
Public Health in their operation
100 percent. To say we're not advo-
cating enough; California is the
hardest, as far as an allocation
push," Rouhotas said. "Without the

help of our partners in the commu-
nity, it doesn't make it any easier to
succeed."

The whole issue became fur-
ther convoluted toward the end of
the week with Dorantes' threats to
sue Edward and the hospital for
something Edward said during the
Jan. 7 joint press conference.

The criticism over Cardenas
and Dorantes getting vaccinated
had already been well-documented
before the press conference, as
both took to social media within
hours after their Jan. 3 vaccinations
to post photos and video of them-
selves receiving doses that, accord-
ing to the only prescribed tier in
effect at the time - Phase 1A Tier 1
- should only have gone to acute
care, psychiatric, and correctional
facility hospital staff, which
include front-line health workers at
Pioneers Memorial Hospital in
Brawley and ECRMC, and emer-

gency first-responders such as
paramedics and emergency med-
ical technicians, among a select
and directly affected few other sub-
groups.

During the Jan. 7 press confer-
ence, when Edward was questioned
about the vaccinations of Cardenas
and Dorantes by this newspaper, an
exchange that was recorded via
Facebook Live on the Public
Health Department's social media
page, Edward claimed Dorantes
was kicked out of the vaccination
event but re-entered without his
knowledge to receive the vaccine.

Dorantes said he was asked to
leave, because he was trying to
film Vo's staff receiving the vac-
cine, but he said he was allowed to
re-enter with Vo, and even said on
Saturday, Jan. 9, that Edward invit-
ed him back in to be vaccinated and
Edward joked with Dorantes about
administering the injection on
Dorantes himself.

"He said he was going to be
one to stab me" with the syringe,
Dorantes said in an interview.

Cardenas and Dr. Vo both told
this newspaper in separate phone
interviews that Dorantes was vac-
cinated with Edward's full knowl-
edge.

Dorantes has since for a public
apology from Edward and retrac-
tion of his statements made during
the press conference. If that is not
forthcoming, Dorantes said, he will
take legal action and said Jan. 9 he
had been in consultation with an
attorney.

When contacted about the legal
threat or any of the issues sur-
rounding the vaccination of up to
35 people out of the tier group, El

Centro Regional Board of Trustees
President Amanda Brooke on
Tuesday morning, Jan. 12, had no
comment due to the possibility of
litigation. 

Even as the county has moved
on to start vaccinating those in
Phase 1A Tier 2 this week, only 76
percent of those residing in Tier 1
had received their first dose of the
vaccine as of Tuesday. County
Public Health staff said they hoped
to complete Tier 1 vaccinations on
Wednesday, Jan. 13.

There were 2,580 first doses
allocated to Tier 1 individuals,
according to Angulo.

The Latest Developments
On Sunday morning, Jan. 10,

select members of the city of El
Centro and the county of Imperial
met behind closed doors in what
was referred to as a two-on-two
meeting. Although the meeting was
referred to by county Supervisor
Ryan Kelley during its weekly
board meeting Jan. 12, no details
were shared.

El Centro Mayor Pro Tem
Tomas Oliva, one of the city's rep-
resentatives on the board, reported
Monday, Jan. 11, that there was
some discussion over what had
taken place regarding the out-of-
turn vaccinations, but Oliva said
the thrust of the dialogue was about
how to repair tense relations
between the city and county to
move forward together on with
remaining vaccinations that will be
continue well into mid-2021 and
beyond.

Still, Oliva acknowledged on
Friday that he had contacted CEO
Rouhotas on Monday, Jan. 4, to
discuss reports of "rumors" that El
Centro city officials, past and pres-
ent, had been vaccinated in
improper order. Oliva also told this
newspaper he was disappointed in
his past and present colleagues and
in Edward.

One of the reasons Olivas
asked to be part of the two-on-two
discussions is because Mayor
Walker had been among those vac-
cinated.

In attendance for the county
were Supervisors Jesus Escobar
and Luis Plancarte, Rouhotas, and
Angulo. For El Centro, there was
City Council member Edgard
Garcia, City Manager Marcela
Piedra, and Fire Chief Ken
Herbert, in addition to Oliva.

Oliva didn't have much to say
regarding how the ECRMC and
Edward situation might be
addressed, but he did say that the
city will be planning a series of
town hall-style meetings in the
future to communicate about the
vaccine and the upcoming distribu-
tion efforts.

During the county board meet-
ing Tuesday, Escobar asked Public
Health officials whether there has
been a commitment from vaccine
partners and providers that they
will stick to inoculating those with-
in the allowable tiers, to which
Angulo and Dr. Munday both
responded yes.

"There are agreements that
providers have to sign," Munday
said. To become a provider through
the state Department of Public
Health's Calvax program, have to
sign an agreement "that they will
the allocation guidelines."

But like all rules, Munday said,
there are those who will still color
outside the lines. 

At no time during this discus-
sion was Edward or ECRMC men-
tioned by name.

State Public Health spokesper-
sons did not immediately return a
request asking whether ECRMC
has signed on as part of Calvax or
whether there were any sanctions
against agencies who vaccinate

outside the guidelines, or tier
groups.

How Did This Occur?
Before a number of interviews

had been conducted with El Centro
officials and Dr. Vo, and the true
numbers of those vaccinated out-
side the tier was established,
Edward in the Jan. 7 follow-up
interview made it seem as if only
four or five vaccinations occurred,
something that was necessary as
not to waste doses of the volatile
Pfizer vaccines that once drawn
into syringes, must be used within
hours or they go bad.

Unclear the time that two vac-
cination dates were being dis-
cussed, Edward told this newspa-
per that during an event an inexpe-
rienced lab tech had pre-loaded too
many syringes full of vaccine and
that there were not enough Tier 1
staff members available to receive
the doses.

Rather than let them go to
waste, he said he first contacted on-
duty front-line staff, and there were
no takers. He next had department
heads contact other ECRMC staff
to come in, but again, no one was
available.

That is when he confirmed,
after the names were told to him,
that he personally called Walker,
Jackson, Piedra, and Silva. Initially
this was thought to have occurred
on Jan. 3, the same night Vo's staff
was vaccinated, but the city people
were called in Dec. 30, Jackson
and Walker said.

Jackson said on Jan. 7 said he
knew had just had three close fam-
ily members all diagnosed with
COVID within 48 hours, and that
Edward encouraged him to come
down and get the vaccine.

He said in hindsight he should
not have done it and wouldn't have
done had it thought it through.

Walker said much of the same,
although how Edward invited her
seems a little trickier.

An email sent out to City
Council and hospital board mem-
bers on the afternoon of Dec. 30
reads:

"Good Afternoon, The
COVID-19 vaccine is now avail-
able for all ECRMC employees,
this includes our ECRMC Board
Members. I am emailing you to
extend an invitation to come to our
hospital to get the COVID-19 vac-
cine."

The email was signed by
Edward's executive assistant.

"This was the email I received

about 20 minutes after a phone call
from Dr. Edward regarding the
vaccine," Walker wrote in a follow-
up message to a phone interview
with this newspaper on Friday, Jan.
8.

"As I said to you on Friday, I
did not question the
message/invite. Hindsight is a
wonderful thing - and I realize now
that at the time I probably should
have asked a question or two - but
the combination of the phone call
and email led me to believe I was
eligible for the vaccine as a mem-
ber of the ECRMC Board," Walker
wrote.

She said in the phone interview
a day earlier that she does not
believe Dr. Edward meant to put
anyone out; rather, he wanted to get
as many people vaccinated as soon
as he could, which is what Walker
and other want in the end, too.

Piedra did not return a call
seeking comment, and when con-
tacted by phone on Jan. 7, former
mayor and council member Silva,
quickly said he would call a
reporter back before hanging up
the phone and never returning the
initial call.

As for Dr. Vo, he said on
Friday, Jan. 8, that Edward had
been asking him and his wife to
come down and get vaccinated for
a couple weeks, but he said he did-
n't feel right doing so without some
of his key staff.

Vo said Edward later told him
to bring down his medical staff to
be vaccinated on a Sunday, Jan. 3.
In subsequent communications
with Edward, Vo said the hospital
CEO kept expanding who Vo could
bring, including nonmedical office
staff earlier in the day Jan. 3.

Vo's volunteers became part of
the picture that Sunday night, when
some of his paid staff did not show
up, and some of the volunteers, like
Cardenas and Dorantes, and others,
were down in the parking lot.

Vo said Edward allowed the
volunteers to come up and get vac-
cinated as well. All told, that
amounted to between 20 and 25
people not part of Tier 1.

Vo said during the interview
that he knew he was not part of Tier
1, because he operates an urgent-
care clinic, which is part of the Tier
2, but he thought it would be all
right, and he believed it was justifi-
able considering how close he and
his staff come to the COVID-
afflicted in testing and treatment at
his offices.
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Blue Angels...........from page one
"It's going to be a little bit

louder, and bigger and easier to
see," said team commander, flight
leader, and pilot of the No. 1 jet,
Cmdr. Brian C. Kesselring. 

In addition to the new platform
being about 33 percent larger than
the previous F/A-18 Hornet, the
F/A-18E/F Super Hornet is
expected to make an already safe
show safer by providing a modern-
ized platform, Kesselring said dur-
ing a Jan. 6 interview.

The Blue Angels will first
practice basic maneuvers and
power adjustments before moving
on to the more advanced exercises
and formations.

"We're going to figure it out
here in El Centro," Kesselring
said.

And due the ongoing pandem-
ic, the team, as well as Naval Air
Facility El Centro, will be figuring
out just how to present the Blue
Angels to the community as it
retools its Festival of Flight event
scheduled for March 13. The
Festival of Flight will more promi-
nently celebrate the relationship
the base has with the Valley but in
the absence of a crowd. 

Aside from what are signifi-
cant changes - the Blues' popular
transport plane Fat Albert has also
adopted a new platform in the C-
130J Super Hercules - other
aspects of the Blue Angels' annual
sojourn in the Valley remain com-
fortably the same, Kesselring said.

"El Centro is actually where
we spend most of our time," he
explained. "It really is a coming
home for us."

As a result of COVID-19, the
inaugural Festival of Flight sched-
uled for March 13 will not accom-
modate a public gathering at the
Navy air facility, officials said.

Instead, Navy officials are
hoping its past successes with
filming aircraft flight maneuvers
will help it present virtual flight
performances for the 2021 season,
Kesselring said.

"We're going to have to create
a way to allow people to witness
the Blue Angels and the Blue

Angels team," he said. "As of right
now, I don't foresee that (tradition-
al air shows) are going to be the
case." 

This year marks the team's
75th anniversary. Based in
Pensacola, Fla., the Blue Angels
have called El Centro their winter
training home since 1967. 

Their connection to the Valley
is credited to then-Mayor Dubois
McGee lobbying the Navy and the
team to shift the flight team's oper-
ations here during the Valley's
cooler months.

The Festival of Flight will be a
virtual event with many live mili-
tary flight demonstration team per-
formances, NAF El Centro report-
ed. 

"The installation is working
hard to create an event that is
accessible to the public, while
managing the potential impact of
the COVID-19 pandemic on our
installation and to our fleet
squadrons who train and operate
from here," stated Capt. William
Perkins, NAF El Centro's com-
manding officer, in a Jan. 6 press
release.   

"We have already begun con-
versations with many local agen-
cies and governments in order to
bring a meaningful event to our
community."

Blues Angels team commander
and flight leader Cmdr. Brian
C. Kesselring is shown.
Kesselring pilots the No. 1 Blue
Angels jet during performanc-
es. | COURTESY PHOTO

Vaccine.................................................................from page one

Local filmmaker Roy Dorantes is shown receiving the
COVID vaccine on Jan. 3 as part of a group with Dr. Tien
Tan Vo's office who were vaccinated outside the allowable
tier group at the time at the invitation of El Centro
Regional Medical Center administrator Dr. Adolphe
Edward. Dorantes posted the photo to his Facebook page
the next day. | SCREEN CAPTURE

Imperial Irrigation District Director Alex Cardenas is
shown receiving the COVID vaccine on Jan. 3 as part of a
group with Dr. Tien Tan Vo's office who were vaccinated
outside the allowable tier group at the time at the invita-
tion of El Centro Regional Medical Center administrator
Dr. Adolphe Edward. Cardenas posted the photo to his
Facebook page that same night. | SCREEN CAPTURE
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