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Rail Co. Mum on Cause of El Centro Train Derailment

COVID-related calls for service on the decline

PUBLIC SAFETY

By JULIO MORALES
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — The Holtville Fire 
Department has noticed a considerable 
drop in COVID-related calls for service 
in recent weeks, after the pandemic had 
contributed to the department’s record 
number of overall service requests  
in 2020.

Previously, the Fire Department 
was fielding about one COVID-relat-
ed call a day, and is now encountering 
about two a week, Fire Chief Alex Silva  
recently said.

“COVID calls have been going down 
drastically, so that’s really a good thing,” 
Silva told the City Council during its 
Jan. 25 meeting.

Silva’s remarks accompanied an 
annual report he submitted to the 
City Council for review as part of the  
council meeting.

A ‘VERY TRYING’ YEAR
All told, the department fielded a 

total of 973 calls for service in 2020, a 
considerably greater number than the 
previous record of 844 calls set in 2013, 
Silva said. 

And as trying as the year turned out 
to be for the department, it also high-

lighted the dedication and commit-
ment of its personnel, whose lives were 
touched by the pandemic at both the 
professional and personal level. 

“I cannot think highly enough of the 
work my guys have done the last year,” 
Silva said on Friday, Jan. 29. “They’ve 

Holtville Fire Department Has  
Busiest Year Due to Pandemic

A Holtville firefighter demonstrates on Monday, Feb. 1, how crews don protective gear when responding to COVID-related calls in the city. The gear 
includes a moisture-resistant, one-piece jumpsuit and a powered-air purifying respirator (PAPR) that has a hood connected to a high-efficiency 
HEPA filter worn on the waist and powered by rechargeable batteries. | CAMILO GARCIA JR. PHOTOS

A pair of Holtville firefighters deliver sanitation products to an area church on Monday, Feb. 1.

See FIRE DEPT, PAGE 5

MINI BERNIE
Calexico crafter 
crochets cute  

Bernie Sanders dolls

SEE PAGE 3

REGION

By JULIO MORALES
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — A shared passion for 
live music, good food, and originality has 
resulted in a recently forged partnership 
that aims to keep Hot Rods & Beer as the 
local go-to venue for all three amenities.

Before they were partners, Hot Rods’ 
founder John Prock had first met Fran-
cisco “Pancho” Garcia while the latter was 
performing with his bandmates at the Owl 
Café in El Centro more than 10 years ago.

Hot Rods & 
Beer Revs Back 

Into Business

BUSINESS

John Prock (left) and Francisco “Pancho” Gar-
cia first met more than 10 years ago after Prock 
invited Garcia and his bandmates to perform at 
his soon-to-open bar in Holtville. Now, Garcia 
is a partner in the business, which reopened 
to outdoors dining on Wednesday, Feb. 2. | 
COURTESY PHOTO

See HOT RODS, PAGE 8

COVID-19

By RICHARD MONTENEGRO BROWN 
& JULIO MORALES
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

EL CENTRO — When El Centro res-
ident Maria Camacho moved into her 
apartment on Seventh Street north of 
Woodward Avenue three months ago, she 
grew accustomed to the noise and rum-
bling of the nearby passing trains.

Yet the derailment of 31 Union Pacif-

ic rail cars late Monday night, Feb. 1, was 
something else entirely.

“It shook so much I thought it was an 
earthquake,” Camacho said.

A line of empty gas tanker and hopper 
cars nearly a mile long from just east of 
Sixth Street to Imperial Avenue became 
dislodged from the railroad tracks and 
tipped onto their sides just before 11 p.m., 
cutting off north-south access through the 

See DERAILMENT, PAGE 4

Cases continue to decline
By RICHARD MONTENEGRO BROWN 

HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

IMPERIAL COUNTY — As corona-
virus cases and hospitalizations contin-
ue to trend downward, more of Imperial 
County’s 26,000-plus senior citizens get 
their shot at the scarce supplies of vac-
cine, yet it is a slow process.

How and when is an ever-present con-
cern for Imperial County officials as they 

Immunizing 
Seniors a 

Slow Process

See COVID-19, PAGE 8

Derailed train cars 
can be seen along a 
stretch of train tracks 
north of the 600 block 
of Woodward Avenue in 
El Centro on Tuesday 
morning, Feb. 2. Some 
31 train cars went off 
the railroad tracks 
around 11 p.m. Mon-
day, Feb. 1. 
JULIO MORALES PHOTO



STAFF REPORT

SACRAMENTO - As part of
their ongoing efforts to prioritize
public health resources and
strengthen safeguards for farm-
worker communities, Assembly
members Eduardo Garcia (D-
Coachella) and Robert Rivas (D-

Hollister) have sent a letter to
Gov. Gavin Newsom imploring
his administration to take imme-
diate action to ensure equitable
COVID-19 vaccine distribution
for farmworkers.

"As California executes its

vaccination plan, we cannot lose
sight of our frontline farmwork-
ers. Equity must remain the guid-
ing principle moving forward to
ensure these vulnerable popula-
tions of essential workers are
indeed prioritized to receive vac-
cinations," Garcia stated in a
Tuesday, Feb. 2, press release. 

The letter was sent to
Newsom on Jan. 29.

"Time is of the essence, lives
are on the line, and we need to
double down on efforts to serve
our vulnerable farmworker popu-
lations. Assembly member Rivas
and I implore the Governor and
his administration to reinforce
their commitment to California
farmworkers with immediate and
strategic actions that utilize the
expertise of trusted community-
based partners and advocates to
overcome barriers to delivering
vaccinations and other pandemic
resources directly to hard-to-
reach, agricultural communities."

"In our district, we have some
incredible community partners
on the ground, working everyday
to deliver critical health and safe-
ty resources directly to our farm-
workers. Expanding direct deliv-
ery and our ability to bring test-
ing and vaccination directly to
agricultural workers is crucial,"
Garcia stated in the release. 

After passing a California
farmworker COVID-19 relief
package in 2020, Garcia and
Rivas have jointly authored
Assembly Bill 93 in 2021, which
would prioritize food supply

workers, including farmworkers
and grocery store workers, for
vaccine distribution and access to
rapid testing during a pandemic.

(Read Rivas and Garcia's let-
ter to Gov. Newsom calling for
the swift implementation of equi-
ty measures to distribute vaccines
for farmworkers.)
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Week of February 1st

Portland Identification and Early Referral Model (PIER) 
The Power of Family Support

(Originally aired on March 2019)
Psychosis onset, typically in the late teenage years, is a concerning possibili-

ty, made more concerning by the isolation of pandemic conditions which
might hide or mask emerging symptoms. The Portland Identification and

Early Referral (PIER) Model involves the initiation of a variety of activities
designed to: educate about the importance of early detection and interven-
tion; empower with the information and tools to recognize the early signs.

Diana Lee-Aguirre
Quality Improvement Specialist

Compliance Unit

(442)-265-1525(442)-265-1525

(442)-265-1525(442)-265-1525

Semana del 1 de febrero
Identificación de Portland y Modelo de Referencia Temprana

(PIER) El Poder del Apoyo Familiar
(Originalmente transmitido en marzo 2019)

El inicio de la psicosis, típicamente es en los últimos años de la adolescencia,
y es una posibilidad preocupante, agravada por el aislamiento de las condi-

ciones pandémicas que pueden ocultar o enmascarar los síntomas emergentes.
La Identificación de Portland y Modelo de Referencia Temprana (PIER, por

sus siglas en ingles) implica el inicio de una variedad de actividades dis-
eñadas para: educar sobre la importancia de la detección e intervención tem-

prana; empoderar con la información y herramientas para reconocer las
primeras señales. 

Mayra Andrade
Especialista en Mejoramiento de Calidad

Administración de Calidad

Visit our website: holtvilletribune.com
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Rich Boys with Expensive Toys Eye Late-2021 Launch

Asm. Garcia Implores Gov. to Take
Action to Vaccinate Farmworkers

Assembly member Eduardo
Garcia (D-Coachella) speaks
from the Assembly floor on
Tuesday, Feb. 2. He and
Assembly member Robert
Rivas (D-Hollister) recently
sent a letter to Gov. Gavin
Newsom imploring his
administration to take imme-
diate action to ensure equi-
table COVID-19 vaccine dis-
tribution for farmworkers. |
COURTESY PHOTO

Assembly member Robert
Rivas (D-Hollister) speaks
during legislative testimony
in this 2020 photo. Rivas
joined Assembly member
Eduardo Garcia (D-
Coachella) in imploring Gov.
Newsom's administration to
take immediate action to
ensure equitable COVID-19
vaccine distribution for farm-
workers. | COURTESY
PHOTO

Calexico Inspectors Stop 400
Lbs. of Meth at Downtown Port

STAFF REPORT
CALEXICO - More than 400

pounds of methamphetamine
were prevented from entering the
country when U.S. Customs and
Border Protection officers inter-
cepted the narcotics in two sepa-
rate smuggling attempts at the
Calexico West Port of Entry on
Saturday, Jan. 30.

Total value of the seized nar-
cotics is estimated at $1.2 mil-
lion, according to a Customs and
Border Protection press release.

"Narcotic interdiction contin-
ues to be a high priority at the
Calexico ports of entry as demon-
strated by these two significant
seizures caught within hours of
each other," Calexico Port
Director David Salazar stated in
the release. "These impressive
drug seizures are examples of the
remarkable job Calexico CBP
officers do every day to prevent
illegal drugs from entering the
country."

The first interception
occurred about 4 p.m. Saturday,
when CBP officers were alerted
by a drug-detecting dog and its
handler to a 2005 Nissan driven
by an 18-year-old Mexican citi-
zen waiting to enter the United
States. 

During the inspection, the
vehicle was driven through the
X-ray-imaging system, where an
operator advised officers of
anomalies in the doors, seats, and
rear quarter panels of the vehicle.
Officers the found and removed a
total of 194 packages of metham-
phetamine, with an estimated
street value of $600,000, from the
dashboard, bumper, doors, seats,
rocker panels, rear quarter panels,
and firewall of the vehicle.

The second smuggling
attempt occurred about an hour
later, when a dog and handler
alerted to the trunk area of a 2019
Toyota driven by a 33-year-old
U.S. citizen waiting to enter the
country.

Again, X-ray imaging was
utilized to screen the vehicle to
which the operator observed
anomalies in the vehicle. Officers
seized a total of 57 packages of
methamphetamine, weighing
more than 200 pounds, from the
gas tank, spare tire, quarter pan-
els, and floor of the vehicle.

CBP officers arrested both
subjects and turned them over to
Immigration and Customs
Enforcement/Homeland Security
Investigations. CBP officers
seized the vehicles and narcotics.

Letter to Editor:
Dust Up at the Salton Sea

BY JB HAMBY

Imperial Valley can only
improve for its people when their
leadership works together toward
a shared vision - the common
good. 

That sort of cooperation
between Imperial County and the
Imperial Irrigation District
showed promise at the Salton Sea
in the mid-2010s following a
decade of bitter and contentious
infighting between the two agen-
cies over the devastating and
long-term effects of the 2003
(Quatification Settlement
Agreement) water transfer. That
transfer of water and wealth sent
100 billion gallons of water every
year to San Diego rather than
growing food and sustaining the
Salton Sea in the Imperial Valley.

But after the ink had dried for
over a decade and the court vali-
dated the deal, locals were given
no choice but to work together to
deal with the consequences.
Multiple red-ribbon cuttings
were held where local politicians
wielded golden shovels and

flashed smiles to cameras at the
ceremonial groundbreaking of
the Red Hill Bay project at the
southeastern corner of the Salton
Sea.

Five long years later, that
project at Red Hill Bay to build a
habitat on the exposed shoreline
of the shrinking Salton Sea
intended to protect humans from
dust and provide habitat for birds
has failed to materialize. 

Once deemed "the first deci-
sive step in the efforts to restore 

Continued on page 6



BY RICHARD
MONTENEGRO BROWN

CALEXICO - Some might
say the "Bernie Mittens" meme
has outlived its shelf life, but
there's no denying it's become a
cultural movement and produced
some mighty iconic imagery
along the way.

For Calexico resident Sandra
Tauler, she's been having fun
"feeling the Bern" since the craze
went viral just days after the Jan.
20 inauguration of President Joe
Biden, the event that produced
the memorable moment captured
by Agence France-Presse photog-
rapher Brendan Smialowksi.

Like many artisans across the
America, Tauler has brought that
image to life. An expert with a
crochet hook and a ball of yarn,
the avid crafter and retired
Calexico librarian and
Community Services Department
director was creating her own
version of the "Bernie Mittens"
figure within days of the photo
becoming an internet staple. 

Type "Bernie Mittens" in Etsy
and be prepared to go into a dia-
betic coma, or at least suffer a
huge toothache, as hundreds
upon hundreds of items embla-
zoned with the idealistic former
Presidential candidate and inde-
pendent Vermont Sen. Bernie
Sanders cause the eyes to glaze
over.

It's like a virtual waterfall of
T-shirts, coffee cups, Valentine's
Day cards, key chains, prayer
candles, and on and on, printed,
painted, carved, and embroidered
with the little old man in a parka,
hands folded over his chest in

multi-hued, gifted mittens, look-
ing as uncomfortable there as he
does everywhere.

Today, Tauler is still taking
orders and selling the dolls,
which take quite a bit of time for
her to produce. While we're not
here to sell her wares (she can be
found on Facebook), we did want
to get her take on the craze and
her place in crocheting the cute
little creations.

Clearly there is a desire for
the dolls, and Imperial Valley res-
idents aren't immune from being
swept up in this frenzy. Case in
point, we created a couple of
Bernie Mittens memes and post-
ed them to both the Calexico
Chronicle and Holtville Tribune
social media pages on Jan. 21.
Bernie at Border Friendship Park
reached nearly 12,000 people and
Bernie outside George's Pizza in
Holtville saw some 6,000 impres-
sions, not to mention the reach of
Instagram.

Tauler, whose been retired
from the city of Calexico for
about a year and half, joined us
for a Q&A about the beloved
"Bernie Mittens" dolls. Crafting
and crocheting is something she
has been involved in for years,
and since retirement, she's had
plenty of time to follow her pur-
suits. 

"I am loving it! I am amazed
at his busy I still am. I have been
crocheting since I was a kid - but
I started crocheting a lot about 15
years (ago). Then about 10 years
ago, we started a crochet club at
the Recreation Department,"
Tauler wrote in a message.
"Anyone interested in one of my
crochet dolls can reach me
through Facebook. I make a lot
more than Bernie dolls."

Q&A
How did you come to knit

these cool Bernie dolls?
Let me start by clarifying that

knitting and crocheting are differ-
ent (not interchangeable) … I
crochet. Crochet is done with a
hook and knitting is done with
two needles. I have been crochet-
ing for many years, thus most
people who know me know that
about me. When the Bernie doll
suddenly became popular, many
people started sharing/posting
and tagging me on the picture. I
thought it would be fun to make
one. A few days later I had fin-
ished the doll!

We can see that you're an
expert with a crochet needle.

How much work goes into
such an intricate piece?
This particular pattern is very

intricate and detailed, so it takes
eight to 10 hours to make.

I can imagine they are a
pretty hot item. How many
have you made so far?

I have only finished a couple
so far but have 10 in production.
I'm doing them assembly-line
style - 10 of each, so when I
assemble, I will finish all 10 rap-
idly. I will be making then in
batches of 10 to fill my orders.

Tell us a little bit about what
you get out of crocheting/knit-
ting. It seems like it would be a
pretty relaxing thing to do?

Crocheting has always been
very relaxing for me. It also gives

me a sense of satisfaction every
time I finish a project.

What do you think of the
whole "Bernie Mittens" craze?
And of Sen. Sanders himself?

No political comment on
Senator Sanders. Sorry. The craze
with the mittens and the picture
of him at the inauguration is top-
ical for this time when social
media explodes such things.
Anything can go viral. His mit-
tens were a unique choice for the
occasion.

(Editor's note: For those who
might now know, the knitted mit-
tens were handmade for Sanders
by Vermont schoolteacher Jen
Ellis.)

Do you have a favorite
Bernie Mittens meme or items

yourself, besides your own doll,
of course?

My favorite is Bernie at the
Camarena Memorial Library!

(Of course.)

Holtville Tribune  Thursday,  February 4, 2021 PAGE 3

Off and Running: Cross Country, Swim Begin
at Local Schools; Meet Dates Still Uncertain

IID Calls Witnesses in Hearing Over
Red Hill Bay Project Site

BY ELIZABETH VARIN

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service has more than $3.3 million
available for the Red Hill Bay proj-
ect at the Salton Sea, it was learned
during a second day of the Imperial
County Air Pollution Control
District Hearing Board's considera-
tion of a petition against the
Imperial Irrigation District over the
project.

The hearing board met for the
first time Dec. 18 and again on
Friday, Jan. 29, for the second part
of its hearing to discuss a petition
by Air Pollution Control Officer
Matt Dessert for an order of abate-
ment against the IID over viola-
tions of air district rules and regu-
lations tied to the project, the land
on which IID owns.

An order for abatement is an
enforcement action that requires an
owner or operator who is out of
compliance to take specific action
to get back into compliance with
air district rules.

Discussion has centered around

exposed Salton Sea playa, or
seabed, at the Red Hill Bay Project.

The revelation that more than
$3 million in federal monies are
available for the project at the
southern shore of the sea came in a
letter from Fish and Wildlife that
was part of the testimony on day
two of the hearing and that was
shared with the board.

"These monies were originally
provided to IID (by the Wildlife
Conservation Board), but the
Service gained access when IID
did not complete the project,"
according to a letter from U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service Project
Leader Chris Schoneman. "The
Service can complete the project,
but only if IID ensures long term
access (at least 25 years) to these
lands, as the 25-year project life is
stipulated by the WCB grant agree-
ment."

In the letter, dated Jan. 27,
Schoneman said the Fish and
Wildlife Service stands ready to
complete the project and is 

Continued on page 7

BY MURRAY ANDERSON

For the first time in almost a
year, students made their way
onto high school campuses
throughout the Imperial Valley
on Monday, Feb. 1, as practices
got underway for cross country
and swim teams.

The two non-contact sports
are allowed to practice and com-
pete while the Imperial Valley
sits in the COVID Purple Tier
(widespread/most high-risk).
Other sports beginning soon at
area high schools include girls'
golf on Monday, Feb. 8, and
boys' golf, track and field, and
boys' and girls' tennis on Feb. 15.

Even though a lot of the
kinks were still getting worked
out this week, students were
happy a bit of "normalcy" was
returning to their lives.

"You could see it on their
faces, the kids are pretty excited
to be back doing something,"
Holtville High Athletic Director
and Vice Principal C.J. Johnston
said. "They got to come together
as a team and see their friends. It
was a little bit of what they were
used to before COVID."

At Calexico High School, the
same enthusiasm was felt by the
returning Bulldogs, who were
anxious to run and get in the
pool.

"There definitely was the
excitement that comes with the
renewed opportunity for sports
to take place on our campuses,"
Calexico High Athletic Director
Mariano Velez III said.
"Informational sessions were
held with students and parents to
address any questions about

safety protocols and how prac-
tice/contests would be carried
out."

While there were bits of
"normal" returning to the ath-
letes' lives, reminders of the pan-
demic were everywhere as both
Calexico and Holtville athletes
are required to fill out a daily
COVID questionnaire, have their
temperature checked as they
arrive on campus for practice,
and follow all the athlete proto-
cols and new guidelines in place
to prevent a possible COVID
outbreak.

"On Monday, we went over
all the new protocols that are in
place now," Johnston said. "We
let them know that if they follow
the protocols, we have a much
better chance of getting through
the entire season. If they don't
abide by the new guidelines, it
can all go away very quickly."

Calexico is using much the
same protocols and making sure
every athlete and family knows
that safety comes first at prac-
tices and events.

"We will be going over all
precautions at the beginning of
every practice and event," Velez
said. "A letter was sent to our
community via the CUSD
Constant Contact newsletter on
Jan. 29 regarding the types of
precautions that will be imple-
mented."

At Holtville, several athletes
are still trying to get all their
paperwork filled out and get
their physicals completed that
will allow them to take part in
their sport of choice. The number
of athletes hasn't been as high as
expected for the cross country or
swim teams in the first few days. 

Gerardo Lara, who has
coached cross country at
Holtville for the last 25 years,
said while the numbers were
smaller than expected, the enthu-
siasm was sky high.

"The 12 we've had out there
training the first few days are all
very happy and excited to be part
of the effort being made by
everyone to have a cross-country
season," Lara said.

About 20 swimmers showed
up to the Feb. 1 Zoom meeting
with Johnston and coach
Christina Croak, and half of
those had their paperwork and
physicals completed and were
ready to jump in the pool on
Tuesday, Feb. 2.

"It was a pretty good start for
the swim program," Johnston
said. "The kids love swimming
at the new (El Centro) Aquatics
Center with the heated pool. At
that first practice you could see
they were having a fun time." 

As for when competitions
will start, remains up in the air.
Valley athletic directors are in
discussions as to scheduling
meets for both sports. It is
expected cross country will
begin within two to three weeks,
while the first swimming compe-
tition will likely be in early
March.

Red Tier (Tier 2) sports,
baseball and softball, have a start
date of March 13. As of now,
practices in these sports would
be allowed while the county is in
the Purple Tier and competitions
can start once the county reaches
the Red Tier.

A closeup of the sign touting the Red Hill Bay project can be seen
along Garst Road near Red Hill Bay on the southern end of the
Salton Sea on Sunday, Jan. 31. | CAMILO GARCIA JR. PHOTO

Calexico Crafter Crochets Cute 'Bernie' Dolls for Dollars

SANDRA TAULER



city at Sixth Street, Eighth
Street, and partially, Imperial
Avenue, as first responders rushed
to the scene to ensure no one was
injured and no hazardous materi-
als were found in the tipped
tanker cars.

Initial reports were that the
derailment was a hazardous mate-
rials situation, as it was feared the
tankers were filled with liquid
petroleum gas, but railroad offi-
cials informed El Centro Fire
Department personnel fairly early
that the tanks were empty, accord-
ing to scanner traffic during the
incident.

Still, some 50 homes between
the 500 and 700 blocks of
Woodward Avenue were evacuat-
ed as a precaution, and a shelter
was established at the Martin
Luther King Jr. Sports Pavilion on
Adams Avenue for evacuees,
according to El Centro fire
Battalion Chief Cedric Ceseña.
He reported that the local chapter
of the American Red Cross assist-
ed about 50 residents and evacua-
tion orders and warnings were
lifted at 2:50 a.m. Feb. 2.

El Centro fire, with the assis-
tance of several local agencies,
did their own check of the
derailed cars, even sending a
drone above the scene to check
for possible leaks, according to
radio reports. 

Among the evacuated was
Camacho, who said an El Centro
police officer knocked on her
door about 11:30 p.m. to advise
her household to evacuate. That's
when she grabbed her medica-
tions and headed to the MLK
Sports Pavilion, where she
remained for a brief period until a
friend invited Camacho to spend
the night at their residence.

Camacho returned to her
apartment about 8:30 a.m. Feb. 2
without knowing whether she
would be allowed to enter her
home. Once back home, Camacho
encountered an elderly neighbor
who said they had not been made
aware of the derailment until the
following morning, even though
they were awake at the time it
occurred.

The incident left Camacho
somewhat shaken and longing for
the tranquility of the senior apart-
ments at which she had previous-
ly resided.

"I'm regretting having moved
here," Camacho said.

Meanwhile, clean-up efforts
continued Wednesday, Feb. 3,
with a Union Pacific spokesper-
son saying the cause of the derail-
ment is still under investigation,
but offering little in the way of
details, other than a recap of what
has already been reported.

"Union Pacific apologizes for
the inconvenience. Clean-up
operations are underway. The
derailment's cause is under inves-
tigation," said Tim McHahan of
UP's corporate relations in an
emailed statement on Feb. 2.

A day later, on Feb. 3,
McHahan said in a telephone
interview that Union Pacific
would not be revealing a cause of
the derailment; rather, the railroad
operator will file a report with the
Federal Railroad Administration,
which can take up to a year to

determine a cause of the incident. 
Battalion Chief Ceseña added

on Feb. 3 that the Fire Department
has not been given any informa-
tion from Union Pacific regarding
the possible cause of the derail-
ment and was in no position to
make such a determination on its
own.

The derailed cars had been
cleared from certain access
points, including at Imperial
Avenue and Eighth Street early
Feb. 2, but Ceseña said that Sixth
Street was still blocked as of the
morning of Feb 3. 

All the derailed train cars had
been set upright and secured for
salvage, Ceseña added.

To that end, McHahan issued
an additional statement
Wednesday morning:

"Union Pacific crews com-
pleted rerailing the rail cars at the
El Centro derailment at around
midnight last night (Feb. 2) using
side booms and skip loaders as
part of the operation. The rail cars
should be cleared of the track
sometime this afternoon (Feb. 3),
resulting in the reopening of any
blocked streets."

In the aftermath, broken axles
dislodged from beneath over-
turned railcars lay on the tracks,
and at least one automated rail-
road crossing could be seen
crushed under the weight of a
tipped tanker at Sixth Street. 

Dozens of onlookers milled
about the derailment site around 8
a.m. Tuesday morning, taking
their own photos, while what
looked to be Union Pacific per-
sonnel surveyed the scene.

Reports came in to El Centro
dispatchers on Tuesday afternoon
that individuals were seen climb-
ing among the tipped rail cars, but
police officers found no one upon
arrival.

Nearby, Jose Flores said on
the morning of Feb. 2 that he was
grateful the derailed train cars fell
to the north of the tracks. He said
that side did not have the same
cluster of residences as it does to
the south of the tracks.

Flores said he was drowsing
off at the time of the derailment
and heard the typical rumbling
and squealing of a passing train.
Those sounds and sensations soon
intensified to the point where his
house, located on Seventh Street
north of Woodward Avenue, start-
ed shaking.

"It was way different than
what it normally is," Flores said.

Soon after, his household of
five was told to evacuate. Flores
and his family ended up spending
the night at his brother-in-law's
home in El Centro and returned
the morning of Feb. 2, after they
became aware that the train cars
were empty and likely didn't pose
any health or safety hazard, Flores
said.

El Centro first responders
were alerted to the derailment at
10:56 p.m., when the first of a
series of 911 calls started coming
into El Centro police and fire dis-
patchers, reporting the tipped
train cars, according to Ceseña in
his Feb. 2 report.

The first El Centro fire engine
company arrived on scene at
11:03 p.m., that's when fire per-

sonnel sounded a second alarm,
calling in additional El Centro
units and assistance from the
Calexico, Holtville, and Imperial
County fire departments, Ceseña
wrote in a press release.

At one point, Calexico fire
crews were asked to oversee El
Centro fire station No. 1 while
evacuation efforts were taking
place, according to scanner traf-
fic.

As the event progressed, as
many as 29 firefighters from vari-
ous agencies assisted, along with
Red Cross, AMR Ambulance, the
Imperial Irrigation District, El
Centro Public Works Department,
El Centro Parks and Recreation,
Union Pacific Railroad, and the El
Centro Police Department,
according to Ceseña.

El Centro fire crews left the
scene by 6 a.m. Feb. 2, he added.

The site of the derailment was
about eight-tenths of a mile long,
starting at Imperial Avenue and
extending to the railroad tracks
that move from an east-west
direction into a sweeping north-
westerly curve just east of Sixth
Street, behind McClure's Trailer
Park off North.
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Calexico Council's Ureña Pushes for More Farmworker Camps 
BY JULIO MORALES

CALEXICO - A proposal by
Calexico City Council member
Raul Ureña to establish two per-
manent encampments on city prop-
erty for farmworkers and unem-
ployed homeless individuals is
expected to soon be taken up by
the council.

The envisioned transitional
housing site would allow for the
relocation of an existing encamp-
ment located on city property at
First Street and Andrade Avenue
that is being used to house farm-
workers who prefer to avoid pro-
longed border-crossing times. 

Ureña said on Tuesday, Feb. 2,
that he had hoped the matter would
be discussed during the City
Council's regular meeting on
Wednesday evening, Feb. 3, but
the proposal appeared to not have
been placed on the meeting agen-
da. 

The planned discussion about
transitional housing stems from an
agreement Ureña said he reached
with council member Javier
Moreno during the close of the

council's Jan. 20 meeting to for-
mally discuss the matter at a future
date.

"I want the discussion to be in
open session so the council can be
there with stakeholders and the
public to make a good plan,"
Ureña said.

On Jan. 28, Ureña took to
social media to advocate for the
support of the existing farmworker
encampment. 

In a seven-minute video posted
to his Facebook page, "Concejal
Raul Ureña," the newly elected
council member advises the public
of how it can support the encamp-
ment with monetary and food
donations, as well as clothing and
camping items such as blankets
and mattresses. 

One of the proposed encamp-
ments would house farmworkers
who are either homeless or want to

avoid the inconvenience of cross-
ing from Mexicali in the early-
morning hours for work, and who
often must spend a few hours
milling about downtown Calexico
as they wait to be transported to
work in the region's agricultural
fields.

The second proposed encamp-
ment would house unemployed
homeless individuals who could
also benefit from the amenities and
services that the site would make
available, Ureña said.

"We are going to lay out a clear
vision of two permanent encamp-
ments in designated city lots," he
said in his video. "They both have
very different needs, and we want
to make sure we're sensitive to
that."

It remained unclear whether a
majority of the City Council would
be supportive of Ureña's proposal.

Both Mayor Rosie Fernandez
and Council member Camilo
Garcia said on Feb. 2 that they
were unaware of any such propos-
al by Ureña to identify and estab-
lish new sites for the encampments
he is envisioning. Moreno did not
immediately respond to a request
for comment about the matter. 

Neither Fernandez nor Garcia
took a position on whether they
support Ureña's proposal.

The existing farmworker
encampment was created, without
any formal permission, by a local
representative of the Coalition for
Humane Immigrant Rights on a
city-owned parcel that the city had
previously considered selling to
the federal government to install a
secondary border barrier.

The encampment consists of
about a dozen tents and is likely to
remain in place until the city can
formally designate an alternative
location for the site, Ureña previ-
ously said.

It is situated on the northern
side of an unpaved road that is
adjacent to the border barrier and
which is used by Border Patrol to
monitor and patrol the area.

The Border Patrol, which was
not consulted about the encamp-
ment, indicated that it does not
have any plans to force the
removal of the cluster of tents
since it does not have jurisdiction
over the site, the agency's Public
Affairs Office stated.

Continued on page 5

An encampment reserved for farmworkers was erected on a
city-owned parcel near First Street and Andrade Avenue that
the city had previously considered selling to the federal gov-
ernment to install a secondary border barrier. | JULIO
MORALES PHOTO  

Train...................................from page one



stepped up and done the job
without any hesitation."    

Had anyone told Silva that the
coronavirus would've had the
impact that it ultimately did in
2020, he said he wouldn't have
been able to believe it. Initial con-
versations he had had with col-
leagues in March suggested
COVID-19 would "fizzle out" in a
few weeks.

Instead, five of the depart-
ment's firefighters would test posi-
tive for COVID-19 by the close of
the year, Silva said, while its oper-
ations continued into 2021 to
employ a series of precautionary
measures aimed at keeping person-
nel and the general public safe
from potential exposure.

The firefighters who had con-
tracted the coronavirus had done

so outside of work at separate
times and did not subsequently
expose any of their colleagues at
the worksite, Silva said.

"Nobody contracted it here
due to work," he said. 

The subsequent quarantining
of personnel did, however, result
in a 10-day period during which
time the department was not able
to assist with mutual aid calls on
account of having a limited num-
ber of firefighters available, Silva
said.

Full-time firefighters' typical
12-hour on-duty shift was also
adjusted to a 24-hour shift to help
maintain staffing levels during
those instances of staff quaran-
tines, Silva said.

"It's been very trying for all of
us," he said.

To help limit firefighters'
potential exposure while respond-
ing to service calls amid the pan-
demic, firefighters will survey a
household's occupants to deter-
mine if anyone is COVID-positive
or experiencing flu-like symp-
toms.

The survey is conducted by a
firefighter who remains outside of
the residence while practicing
social distancing. If any household
occupant reports being COVID-
positive or experiencing symp-
toms, department personnel then
suit up in protective gear before
entering the home and having any
direct interaction, Silva said.

And instead of having the
usual number of three firefighters
attending to the individual in need
of assistance, only two will have
direct contact with a patient, with
the third remaining outside the res-
idence.

The firefighters' COVID-relat-
ed protective gear includes a mois-
ture-resistant, one-piece jumpsuit
and a powered-air purifying respi-
rator (PAPR) that has a hood con-
nected to a high-efficiency HEPA
filter worn on the waist and pow-
ered by rechargeable batteries.

"If we knew it was a COVID-
related call, it took a little longer
because we had to put on all our
COVID protective gear," Silva
said.

Firefighters also spend addi-
tional time decontaminating its
protective gear and vehicles fol-
lowing any response to a call for
service. The decontamination
process that had initially taken
about half hour to complete was
eventually streamlined to about 15
minutes with practice, Silva said.

Whenever a shift change
occurs, incoming personnel will
remain in their vehicles to receive
their debriefing from departing
firefighters. The incoming person-
nel will enter the station only after

departing personnel have decon-
taminated it and finished with the
debriefing, Silva said. 

Reserve Holtville Firefighter
Joshua Rodriguez said it was not
uncommon at the height of the
pandemic for department person-
nel to return to the station follow-
ing a service call, decontaminate
themselves and their equipment,
only to be called out again. 

"We were pretty much doing
back-to-back calls," Rodriguez
said.

Future Goals
As challenging as the past 10

months have been, Rodriguez said
the pandemic has reminded him of
the crucial role that fire depart-
ments play during such a time of
crisis and his continued need for
learning more about the profes-
sion. 

He further acknowledged that
regardless of whether a person has
COVID-19, they deserve the same
level of care and attention from
responding firefighters during a
time of crisis.

"It motivated me to be a better
person and do what we do," the 20-
year-old Calexico resident said.
"I'm thankful for what I do, and
I'm thankful I'm ready to do it
every day." 

For Rodriguez, being ready
also means being certified to
administer the COVID-19 vaccine.
He is one of four emergency med-
ical technicians within the depart-
ment who have recently been
trained by the state governor's
Office of Emergency Services to
do so.

Prior to becoming certified to
administer any COVID-19 vac-
cine, the department's EMTs were
prohibited from performing any
medical intervention that would
break the skin, such as using a
hypodermic needle, Chief Silva
said.

The department's EMTs were

trained along with personnel from
other local fire departments to
administer the vaccine during any
upcoming mass vaccination events
planned by local public health offi-
cials, Silva said.

"That's the thing about the fire
services," Silva said, "we'll do
whatever it takes to make it hap-
pen, to make it work."

To date, Holtville has not fared
as badly as other Valley cities in
terms of overall positive cases and
deaths. As of Feb. 1, the city of
about 6,600 residents has regis-
tered 1,003 total positive cases,
with 31 of those considered active.
The county Public Health
Department's website also report-
ed the death of 38 residents to date.

By contrast, the city of
Calexico, estimated population
40,000, has outpaced all other
local cities and towns, with 7,033
total positive cases and 183 deaths
reported by the Public Health
Department as of Feb. 1.

As a resident of Calexico,
Rodriguez said he has been mind-
ful of following COVID-related
health and safety guidelines when-
ever he's in public.

"I've been really cautious
about it ever since it started," he
said. "I've seen a lot of people
impacted by it."

Of the department's 973 calls
for emergency services, 599, or
61.5 percent, were rescue- and
emergency-related, the depart-
ment's 2020 summary stated. A
total of 123 fire-related incidents
were reported, accounting for 12.6
percent of total call volume.  

Out-of-county strike team
deployments saw an increase the
past year as well, totaling eight,
and covered wildlands from San
Diego to 50 miles south of the
Oregon border.

For the past three years, the
department has made use of a new
brush truck for its strike team
deployments, Silva said.

The brush truck is equipped
with four-wheel drive and can
climb steep mountainous terrain,
which state emergency officials
prefer to use to battle advancing
blazes in place of deploying appa-
ratus to provide structure protec-
tion, Silva said.

Local strike team deployments
are reimbursed by the state, which
Silva said could further offset the
cost of the three-year-old brush
truck and an additional fire engine
which the department is hoping to
acquire to replace one of its more-
than-20-year-old engines.

"My goal is for the brush truck
to pay for itself," he said. "And to
continue to go out on strike teams
and pay for structure engine."
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Farmworkers ......from page four
"The encampment has not pre-

sented a security risk or an inter-
ruption in Border Patrol opera-
tions, but we will continue to
assess the situation as we do with
all border activity," stated Agent
Anthony Garcia in an email on
Jan. 28. 

The purpose of the encamp-
ment is to provide overnight shel-
ter for farmworkers who live in
Mexicali but who wish to avoid
prolonged border-crossing times
and then milling idly about the
city's streets while awaiting work,
said Hugo Castro, Coalition for
Humane Immigrant Rights
Southern/Baja California region
organizer.

Even prior to establishing the
encampment, Castro was regularly
performing educational outreach,
advising farmworkers of 

their labor and immigration
rights. He has also been providing
them personal protective equip-
ment during his early-morning
efforts in Calexico.

He was moved to establish the
encampment after listening to
farmworkers repeated complaints
about the harried work and living
schedules they must adopt to seek
work in agricultural fields state-
side.

"I didn't ask for permission,"
Castro said, referring to the
encampment. "I seen an emer-
gency."

Since its creation, the
encampment has housed one to
three farmworkers a night, Castro
said. They typically arrive about 7
to 8 p.m., in time to be served a
meal and hot chocolate.

Those who use the site are
provided with a sleeping bag and
blankets, socks, gloves, bottled
water, sweatpants, sweatshirt,
jacket and hand sanitizer, Castro
said. The items were made avail-
able by the generous donation of
local nonprofits Our Roots
Multicultural Center and Comite
Civico Del Valle, to name a few.

The coalition has publicized
the site's existence on its
Facebook page, "CHIRLA
Imperial Valley," as well as on
another popular Facebook group
page, "Chisme filero," that serves
as a message board for the
region's farmworkers.

"We are providing essential
services for essential workers,"
Castro said. "They are the most
vulnerable and neglected."

Calexico police had respond-
ed to the site the first night of the
camp's establishment and indicat-
ed the department would be avail-
able for assistance, if any were
needed, said Ureña during a Jan.
28 interview.  

"They're treating it like any
other (homeless) encampment in
the city," he said.

Authorities in California and
eight other states are prohibited
from dismantling homeless
encampments on public property
if no other shelter is available, fol-
lowing a 2019 U.S. Supreme
Court ruling.

Were the proposed transitional
housing site to be established,
Ureña said he would then turn his

attention to addressing the issues
related to farmworkers often
using the city's downtown streets
and alleys as "open-air rest-
rooms."

"Once we get them out of the
situation of sleeping on the streets
and into something they call
home, we can finally invest
resources to clean downtown and
keep it clean," Ureña said during
his Jan. 28 Facebook post.

Currently, there is a portable
restroom at the site of the
encampment, primarily to serve
the construction workers
employed at a project at the south-
west corner of Andrade Avenue
and First Street.

Plans call for the rental of a
portable restroom to service the
encampment's occupants once the
construction project is completed
and the portable restroom is
removed, Ureña said.

There is also a push underway
by the activist group Calexico
Union Against Corruption
requesting that the city open the
public restrooms that were closed
in response to COVID-19. Some
of those restrooms near the down-
town area were frequented by
farmworkers as they waited for
their workday to start.

The initiative is separate from
CHIRLA's effort and Ureña's pro-
posal for transitional housing but
is part of a larger plan to have the
city be more receptive to the
needs and concerns of farmwork-
ers, Ureña said.

In a similar vein, City Council
member Gloria Romo said on Jan.
28 that she has proposed that the
council examine the possibility of
having farm-labor contractors
establish a shelter for the farm-
workers to provide restroom
access and respite from the winter
and summer's extreme tempera-
tures while they await transporta-
tion to the region's agricultural
fields.

"It can be done," Romo said.
"And it shouldn't even be debat-
ed."

Calexico Police Chief
Gonzalo Gerardo on Friday night,
Jan. 29, took to the Calexico
Chronicle's Facebook page to
comment and address the
encampment and call to open rest-
rooms.

"Imperial County Community,
when are the (United Farm
Workers), Imperial County Farm
Bureau, Farmers, and Farm
Laborer Contractors going to step
it up and do something for the
workers??? I do NOT believe the
City of Calexico and its residents
should be paying for this. Our
community and City cannot afford
an expense like this. The People I
mentioned above have a lot of
money and get Government
Concessions for their businesses.
The UFW used to own about 2.5
acres of land where the new US
Port of Entry is now. That proper-
ty had a place for farmworkers to
rest, use the restroom, and be
picked up. I grew up in Calexico it
was called El Hoyo," Gerardo
wrote.

Fire Department..................................................................from page one

Holtville firefighters deliver a box of sanitation products to the
library in Holtville on Monday, Feb. 1. | CAMILO GARCIA JR.
PHOTO
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the Salton Sea," the Red Hill
Bay project sited on a small and
salty piece of ground has become
the bizarre battlefield for an
internecine civil war between local
governments responsible for serv-
ing the same small community.

The current conflict at the Red
Hill Bay site has little to do with
actually improving air quality for
local communities and restoring the
Salton Sea. Rather, it has become
an opportunity for lawyers, current
and past elected officials, and pub-
lic employees to settle scores as far
back as over a decade ago.

I, myself, have not yet even
served on the IID board for two full
months. But in this short span of
time, I was proud of the work,
progress, and compromise
achieved between county supervi-
sors and IID directors to resolve the
conflict at Red Hill Bay and deliver
on years of delayed promises.

Imperial County and the IID
serve the same people who desire
the same thing - clean air and a
decent environment for our people
and wildlife to live in.

Within just two brief sessions
between county supervisors and
IID directors, we were able to

achieve six terms of agreement to
settle the issues at Red Hill Bay and
commit to ending dust emissions
immediately and building habitat
with extremely aggressive time-
lines. Quite frankly, we made more
strides in just two meetings than the
years of dithering and personality
spats between both agencies' attor-
neys and staff. 

This agreement was something
neither IID nor county staff were
terribly pleased with. But that was
the beauty of what we were able to
accomplish; serving the public's
need for clean air and the improve-
ment of our environment - not rack-
ing up billable hours and stoking
the egos of attorneys who do not
live here and have little concern for
the wellbeing of this place we live
in and the people we represent.

The entire point of the talks
was to come to a resolution of the
Red Hill Bay issue through an
agreement of terms between our
boards - and we were successful in
doing so.

But just as we were about the
cross the finish line to complete
years of unfinished business at Red
Hill Bay in a matter of mere days,
the Imperial County Air Pollution

Control District unilaterally
derailed this progress at its final
stage by sidelining peace talks and
reconvening its own kangaroo
court to settle the issue, and verdict,
on its own precooked terms.

Imperial County's Air Pollution
Control District has become a
rogue agency that has lost sight of
its mission and purpose to protect
clean air, choosing instead to shov-
el public money to vindictive, out
of town lawyers and settle personal
scores rather than taking up the free
olive branch extended by IID to
actually resolve the problem at Red
Hill Bay quickly and peaceably.

Imperial County and the
Imperial Irrigation District serve
the same public and seek the same
things. It is time for all individuals
and parties involved to put aside
personal and historical differences
and to not forget our shared service
to the people who live here.

Our time and effort should be
spent working together to improve
public health and our partnership at
the Salton Sea, that is, if the com-
mon good really is our common
goal.

JB Hamby is vice president of
the Imperial Irrigation District

Letter...................................from page twoCOVID Loans Forgiven, More Money
Approved for IVROP's WORK

BY ELIZABETH VARIN

It's official. The Imperial
County Board of Supervisors
approved a resolution forgiving
$750,000 in COVID-19-related
business loans. 

The resolution was approved
during the county board's weekly
meeting on Tuesday, Feb. 2. 

The loans were associated
with both phases of the Imperial
County Business Stabilization
Lending Program, from which
the county administered 77 loans
totaling $750,000. 

Forty-six borrowers were eli-
gible for loan forgiveness while
31 were not eligible. Those con-
sidered ineligible for loan for-
giveness are either nonprofits that
rely on volunteers or sole propri-
etors with no employees, and
loan forgiveness was tied job
retention.

However, the board approved
forgiving all of the loans due to

the continued impact of COVID-
19.

All the funds utilized for the
program were derived from solar
projects through the Public
Benefit Program, according to a
letter to the board from County
Executive Officer Tony
Rouhotas.  

Direction was given to do this
at last week's meeting. The reso-
lution was the board's official
action on the matter.

IVROP Gets Additional
$150,000

The Board of Supervisors
also approved increasing the total
contract between the county and
the Imperial Valley Regional
Occupational Program for its
Project WORK program.

The original contract was for
$1 million funded by the
California Department of Social
Services Expanded Subsidized
Employment allocation, said 

Continued on page 7 
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NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
Haskell Vanclee Jacobs, Jr.
CASE NUMBER:  
EPR000848
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors,
contingent creditors, and persons
who may otherwise be interested in
the will or estate, or both, of: Haskell
Vanclee Jacobs, Jr., aka Haskell V.
Jacobs Jr., aka Haskell Jacobs, Jr.
A Petition for Probate has been filed
by: Haskell Vanclee Jacobs III in
the Superior Court of California,
County of:  IMPERIAL
The Petition for Probate requests that
Haskell Vanclee Jacobs III be
appointed as personal representative
to administer the estate of the dece-
dent.
The petition requests authority to
administer the estate under the
Independent Administration of
Estates Act. (This authority will
allow the personal representative to
take many actions without obtaining
court approval. Before taking certain
very important actions, however, the
personal representative will be
required to give notice to interested
persons unless they have waived
notice or consented to the proposed
action.) The independent administra-

tion authority will be granted unless
an interested person files an objec-
tion to the petition and shows good
cause why the court should not grant
the authority.
A hearing on the petition will be
held in this court as follows:
Date: February 5, 2021
Time:  8:30 a.m.
Dept.  9
Address of court:
Superior Court of California, 
County of Imperial
939 West Main Street 
El Centro, CA 92243
If you object to the granting of the
petition, you should appear at the
hearing and state your objections or
file written objections with the court
before the hearing. Your appearance
may be in person or by your attorney.
If you are a creditor or a contin-
gent creditor of the decedent, you
must file your claim with the court
and mail a copy to the personal rep-
resentative appointed by the court
within the later of either (1) four
months from the date of first
issuance of letters to a general per-
sonal representative, as defined in
section 58(b) of the California
Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from
the date of mailing or personal deliv-

ery to you of a notice under section
9052 of the California Probate Code.
Other California statutes and legal
authority may affect your rights as
a creditor. You may want to consult
with an attorney knowledgeable in
California law.
You may examine the file kept by
the court. If you are a person inter-
ested in the estate, you may file with
the court a Request for Special Notice
(form DE-154) of the filing of an
inventory and appraisal of estate
assets or of any petition or account as
provided in Probate Code section
1250. A Request for Special Notice
form is available from the court
clerk.
Attorney for petitioner:
Patrick M. Pace
PINNEY, CALDWELL & PACE
444 South Eighth Street, Suite A
El Centro, CA 92243
(760) 352-7800
Filed:
January 18, 2021
Superior Court
County of Imperial
Clerk of the COurt
By: Irma De La Rosa, Deputy 
Legal 6448 
Publish: Jan. 21, 28, Feb. 4, 2021

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  20-721
The following person is conducting
business as:
Towers Enterprises
502 East 4th St.
Holtville, CA 92250
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrant:
Daniel Tejeda Torres
502 East 4th St.
Holtville, CA 92250
This business is conducted by: An
Individual
Registrant has not commenced  to
transact business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above.
I,  Declare that all of the information
in this statement is true and correct.

Signature: Daniel Tejeda Torres,
Owner
The filing of this statement does not
of itself authorize the use in this State
or a Fictitious Business Name in
Violation of the Rights of another
under Federal, State or Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County Clerk-
Recorder on: December 29, 2020.
NOTICE:  This statement expires on:
December 28, 2025. A new statement
must be filed prior to the expiration
date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-Recorder
Elise Puyot, Deputy
Legal 9007
Publish: Jan. 28, Feb. 4, 11, 18, 2021

PUBLIC NOTICERed Hill...........from page three
awaiting IID's cooperation, a

far cry from what IID officials said
at the first hearing when they indi-
cated an unwillingness to build out
the project themselves, instead cit-
ing a lack of movement by the fed-
eral government.

"We categorically disagree
with IID's characterization of our
role in and efforts towards comple-
tion of the Red Hill Bay project,"
according to the letter. "In fact, the
Service has tried repeatedly since
2010 to work with IID to complete
the project but has been met with
resistance and obfuscation."

Witnesses Called at Hearing
The Imperial Irrigation District

got its first chance to call witnesses
Jan. 29 as it defended itself against
accusations that it violated air-
quality rules.

After four hours of testimonials
by IID staff, the hearing board con-
tinued the hearing to a later date
that has not yet been announced.
This was the second continuance
for this issue.

The APCD contends the IID
has been an irresponsible landown-
er, while IID officials say the air
district was too quick to push for-
ward with notices of violation.

IID officials claim that the
APCD is overstepping its job.

"It became apparent in our
ongoing discussions with APCD
that they weren't simply wanting a
(best-available control measures)
project on site, which IID intends
to implement," said IID Water
Department Manager Tina Shields.
(But) "that they wanted to force IID
to build the Red Hill Bay project
envisioned by Fish and Wildlife
Service. So, it was beyond simply
addressing air-quality issues.

"That's a challenge for IID,"
she continued. "We're not a
resource agency. A saline habitat
project has a lot of complexities
and operating it in perpetuity is a
challenge for an irrigation and
drainage district. We're really
focused on securing water supplies
for this community and for agricul-
ture."

The Red Hill Bay project is a
complicated project, especially
considering the Salton Sea condi-
tions change so frequently, Shields
added. 

"IID fully intends to comply
with all air-quality requirements,"
she said. "We want to cooperate
with the major stakeholders at the
Salton Sea as we always have. We
want to be a responsible landowner
and a good neighbor, but we cannot
realistically take on the role of the
federal government and create a

refuge with this unquantified envi-
ronmental risk.

"IID in the near term has pro-
posed to install (best-available con-
trol measures)," she said, "not the
particular Red Hill Bay project."

When asked about working
with the Fish and Wildlife Service,
Shields was shown an email she
had written to Schoneman saying
the district was waiting for a reso-
lution of the notice of violation
before knowing how to proceed.

Shields said the district has not
moved forward with a long-term
agreement over the Red Hill Bay
property because of the type of
agreement Fish and Wildlife
Service had wanted for the proper-
ty.

Although no IID board mem-
bers offered testimony during the
hearing, IID board Vice President
JB Hamby did send a letter to the
editor of this newspaper on
Saturday, Jan. 30, calling the
APCD a "rogue agency" over its
abatement order.

The letter can be read in its
entirety here.

Public Comments During
Hearing

One difference at this hearing
was the voices of the public. While
no public comment was heard at
the Dec. 18 hearing, this one start-
ed with a half dozen individuals
discussing the process and prob-
lems.

"Destroying the (Red Hill Bay)
project by instead adopting dry
mitigation, paid for by tax dollars,
as well as receiving royalties for
geothermal on this property looks
to me like gross negligence and
corruption, and would be setting
the actions of this agency on the
wrong side of history," Kerry
Morrison, executive director of The
EcoMedia Compass and former
mayor of West Shores, told the
board. "Nothing works better for
dust mitigation than to keep it wet.
It's not too late to finish the wetland
you started.

"We encourage IID and every-
one involved to just finish what
you started and keep something
alive," he added.

Others, like Jordan Sisson, an
environmental attorney for Comite
Civico Del Valle, called on the
hearing board to not accept what
the Imperial Irrigation District has
offered.

"IID does not dictate what is
(best available controlled meas-
ures)," he said. "That's the job of
the (air pollution control) district."

PUBLIC NOTICE
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County Loans..........from page six
Veronica Rodriguez, social

services director. The additional
$150,000 became available from
that fund.

Project WORK delivers a
combination of subsidized work
placement, transitional employ-
ment-retention services, and non-
salaried work experience aimed
at increasing employment skills
and work-related experience of
CalWORKs Welfare-to-Work
clients, Rodriguez said. 

IVROP provides subsidized
employment and unpaid work
experience placement to
CalWORKs customers seeking
training, work experience, and
employment opportunities. 

The fund will go toward tech-
nology and sanitization of equip-
ment, Rodriguez said. There is no
impact to the county budget as
the money is coming from the
state.

Behavioral Health Contracts
Increase

Another item that won't
impact the county's fiscal
accounts is approving more than
$2 million to contracts the county
has signed.

Imperial County Behavioral
Health Department requested the

budget amendment, as it was
uncertain how the revenue
streams would be impacted by
the COVID-19 pandemic when
the fiscal 2020-2021 budget
passed in June, said Behavioral
Health interim director Leticia
Plancarte-Garcia. Some of the
funds are based on sales tax. 

It was also uncertain how 
services by contract providers
would be affected by the pandem-
ic, she added. As a result, when the
budget was passed, some contracts
were only budgeted a percentage
of the established contracted
amounts.
Behavioral Health now sees that
contracts with Alvarado Parkway
Institute, the Center for Family
Solutions, Orbit Health, Parkside
Healthcare, Spread the Love
Charity and Rady's Children
Hospital will exceed the original
forecasted amount based on cur-
rent spending trends, she said. 
Though the totals increased by
more than $2 million, it is not
expected to have an impact to the
county's budget as the total cost
will be covered by Medi-Cal, state
realignment funds and mental
health dollars from California's
Proposition 63.

PUBLIC NOTICE



"We are slowly immunizing
our seniors 65 and older, and when
I say we, it is between both hospi-
tals, pharmacies have received very
few doses … and our Federally
Qualified Health Center, which is
Clinicas De Salud (Del Pueblo),"
said Imperial County Public Health
Director Jeanette Angulo on
Tuesday morning, Feb. 2.

At that point, Public Health
was awaiting a shipment of 1,675
first doses, more than 80 percent of
which was earmarked for seniors.
That shipment was apparently
received at some point either later
in the day or had a confirmed deliv-
ery of Wednesday, Feb. 3, because
Public Health quickly announced a
drive-through mass vaccination
clinic at Imperial Valley College
for Thursday, Feb. 4, where some
1,300 doses were to be adminis-
tered to seniors only.

That 1,300 doses equates to the
approximately 80 percent to which
Angulo was referring. The rest of
the delivery was earmarked for
those in Phase 1A, Tiers 2 and 3,
both of which are underway.

Meanwhile, while fewer than
10 percent of the senior population
has been vaccinated at this point,
both local hospitals have had a

chance to immunize a total of 600
more seniors since the first hastily
organized clinics conducted in
mid-January.

Since the controversial execu-
tion of the Jan. 18 clinics at the
Imperial Valley Mall in El Centro
and the Gateway Church in
Brawley, it appears many changes
have taken place, as both the
Pioneers Memorial Hospital
District in Brawley and El Centro
Regional Medical Center went to
appointment-only systems to avoid
the lines and first-come-first-
served nature of the earlier clinics
that saw some 900 seniors inoculat-
ed.

On Jan. 28, ECRMC held an
appointment-only clinic in which it
drew its 300 participants from its
outpatient database, according to
hospital chief administrator Dr.
Adolphe Edward.

On Tuesday, Feb. 2, Pioneers
staged its appointment-based clin-
ic, where another 300 seniors
received their first doses.

In general, the vaccination
process has been a slow-going one,
as it appears county Public Health
officials are often kept in the dark
by the state as to when or how
much vaccine will be sent this way.

Director Angulo on Feb. 2 said
that while Public Health knows it's
due to receive nearly 1,500 second
doses next week, she still had not
been informed how many new first
doses were due to the Valley.

So far, as of Feb. 2, Imperial
County has received 9,000 first
doses, of which 6,800 have been
administered. Some 3,550 second
doses have been received, and
nearly 1,500 have been adminis-
tered, Angulo reported.

As for the status of who is get-
ting what, that is also very much a
moving target, thanks to the state,
she indicated.

Imperial County is just about
done with Phase 1A Tier 1, which
the most high-risk acute care health
workers, such as those who work in
hospitals settings and other close-

contact environments with the
COVID-infected. Angulo said
there are "a few outstanding" for a
variety of reasons.

She said Tiers 2 and 3 are about
35 percent complete (combined)
with first doses. Angulo added that
Tier 3 vaccinations just started last
week.

In short, Tier 2 includes other
kinds of health workers, including
home health aides, non-licensed
community health educators ("pro-
motoras"), and mental health work-
ers. Tier 3 includes health workers
in specialty clinics, labs, and dental
offices, pharmacy workers, and
mortuary workers.

Angulo added that those in
Phases 1B and 1C are in flux at the
moment, as the state continues to
make changes and shift priorities.
As of Feb. 2, she said the state was
going toward an "age-based, risk
approach" in setting its priority
groups.

However, she added the state
has cleared the way for Phase 1B
Tier 1 to include farmworkers,
"emergency service providers," and
educators and childcare staff.

This all comes as the spread of
COVID in the community is on a
definite decline. 

"We continue the downward
trend in case rates and testing posi-
tivity," Angulo said.

County Public Health reported
852 active COVID-positive cases
and 551 deaths, with a positivity
rate of 25.24 percent and 31.01
new cases per day per 100,000 res-
idents (unadjusted), as of 8:30 a.m.
Feb. 3. 

Although up to date intensive-
care unit numbers were not avail-
able Feb. 3, overall patient census
on Wednesday for El Centro
Regional was 91 total admissions,
of which 38 were COVID-positive.
At Pioneers, there were 59 total
admissions on Feb. 3, of which 24
were COVID-positive.
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Hot Rods.............from page one
Prock was impressed enough by
Garcia and his bandmates that he
invited them to perform in
Holtville at Prock's soon-to-be
opening bar and restaurant, Hot
Rods & Beer.

Soon after, Garcia helped
design and install the venue's
sound system, while he and his
bandmates became a nearly week-
ly presence onstage at the venue.

"From there, we developed a
friendship," said Garcia, guitarist
and vocalist for local bands
Confusion and No Audio.

That friendship eventually
blossomed into a formal business
partnership in December. Before
inking their deal, Garcia had con-
fided to Prock that he was inter-
ested in obtaining a liquor license
in the hopes of opening a bar and
restaurant. 

In response, Prock had told
Garcia that the challenges of the
COVID-19 pandemic had
prompted Prock to consider an
early retirement from the restau-
rant business, Garcia said. Their
respective plans worked out to
both their mutual benefit.

"I already had plans of doing
my own thing," Garcia said, "it
just coincided with him wanting
to step back a little more and sell
the place."

The partnership stipulates that
Garcia has the option to purchase
Prock's share of the venue after 12
months. For his part, Prock had
insisted that the site remain open
in Holtville for at least five years
before Garcia considers possibly
expanding the venue to other loca-
tions outside the city.

The opportunity to become a
partner in Hot Rods & Beer was
too good to pass up for Garcia,
even as the COVID-19 pandemic
continues to put a damper on busi-
ness operations.

On Wednesday, Feb. 3,
patrons were to return to safely
dining outdoors at the venue's
spacious grounds. 

"The good thing is, it's a big
property so we have a lot of space
to separate tables," Garcia said,
referring to the COVID-related
requirements that regulate the
spacing of outdoor dining tables.

Adding to the restaurant's

allure is the fact that it was con-
verted from an auto mechanic
shop into a hot rod-themed eatery,
Garcia said. In his estimation,
such originality stands out in a
county that is awash with chain
restaurants and Mexican food
joints.

"It was just a cool concept,"
the 40-year-old El Centro resident
said. "There's really no other place
like that here in the Valley."

To date, the popular restaurant
has not attempted to remain open
solely for takeout during the pan-
demic.

Prior to its Feb. 3 reopening,
Hot Rods & Beer had attempted to
open for outdoor dining in
October but was prohibited from
doing so because of an extended
health order that restricted out-
door dining, Garcia said. It was
temporarily open for outdoor din-
ing for about eight days in
December before another shut-
down order prompted its closure
again, he said. 

The restaurant's chef and two
of its original bartenders returned
for Hot Rods' reopening and
patrons can expect the same qual-
ity and variety of food options,
although some items were pared
back from the menu. 

"Eventually we're planning on
bringing back some of those
items, like the ribs," Garcia said.
But other than the menu's slight
adjustments, Garcia offered assur-
ances that not many other changes
are in store for the storied restau-
rant.

Indeed, patrons should be glad
to hear that Angus ribeye steak
nights will return on Wednesdays
and Fridays. Overall hours of
operation will be from 5 to 10
p.m. Wednesdays through
Saturdays, and may expand
should the crowds keep clamoring
for more, Garcia said.

A full-time employee of the
energy-industry consulting firm,
ZGlobal, Garcia said he always
had an interest in the bar and
restaurant business. He previously
owned and operated two separate
businesses in San Diego before he
moved back to the Valley in late
2014.

COVID.............................................................from page one
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