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By LUKE PHILLIPS
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

In many ways, California has 
stepped up in its commitments to 
the Salton Sea as tens of millions 

of dollars have flowed toward resto-
ration efforts for smaller-scale projects 
planned over the next 10 years.

Those projects will largely address 
potentially hazardous conditions to 
human and animal life brought on by 
exposed seabed and loss of bird habitat 
from ever-shrinking inflows of water.

Yet the reality is, these efforts are but 
baby steps and Band-Aids to the larger 
crisis of overall elevation of the sea 
and a lack of water to replenish a large 
landlocked lake that has no natural 
inlet or outside tributaries aside from 
a pair of agricultural drains in the New 

and Alamo rivers.
Where is the big-picture fix, as 

outside interests look to Imperial 

County to quench their thirst, further 
reducing the possibility that Colorado 
River water could ever factor into the 
restoration of Salton Sea levels?

In a race against time to avert 
ecological disaster from becoming far 
worse, local stakeholders and environ-
mental and social justice advocates for 
the Salton Sea are bringing attention to 
a possible long-range solution for the 
sea that again is gaining attention from 
the state as the first phase of the Salton 
Sea Management Plan gets underway.

Recently, nonprofit media company 
and sea restoration advocates, EcoMe-
dia Compass, hosted a virtual forum 
to highlight one potential solution for 
restoring the ancient lakebed that was 
refilled in 1905 when a vast irriga-
tion-infrastructure project to divert 

REGION

Could Ocean Water Import 
Be A Long-Term Fix?

Sea to Salton SeaFrom
LOCAL

The carcass of a sea bird blends in with a rock near the southern edge of the Salton 
Sea, not far from the site of a new wetlands restoration project that broke ground in 
January. | LUKE PHILLIPS PHOTO

The Sea of Cortez is shown from 
the vantage point of Golfo de Santa 
Clara, Mexico. One long-term fix for 
the Salton Sea now being eyed is the 
importation of ocean water from the 
Sea of Cortez. | COURTESY PHOTO

An aerial image of Laguna Salada near Mexi-
cali is shown. The dry lakebed and lagoon are 
a possible path by which ocean water could 
be moved from the Sea of Cortez north to the 
Salton Sea as a long-term fix for the receding 
Salton Sea. | COURTESY IMAGE

By JULIO MORALES
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — The city of Holt-
ville and the Chamber of Commerce 
have scheduled another farmers 
market for March 13 in response to 
a steady stream of emails, messages, 
and texts from community members 
eager to take in the outdoor fun.

The four-hour event will get under-
way at noon at Ralph Samaha Park, 
which is a departure from its previous 
location at Holt Park but presents a 
more convenient location for event 
organizers.

The event also happened to be 
scheduled to take place exactly a 
month after the annual Carrot Fes-
tival parade was to have taken place, 
said Rosie Allegranza, chamber chief 
executive officer.

“We want to do something, and 
I know people want us to do some-
thing,” Allegranza said.

Already, the chamber and city 
have had success hosting two previ-
ous farmers markets in October and 
November amid the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

Farmers  
Market
Returns
March 13
Event back by
popular demand

People mill about Holt Park checking out var-
ious vendor booths during a farmers market 
in Holtville on Oct. 29, 2020.  | FILE PHOTO

By MURRAY ANDERSON
FOR THE HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — The “wel-
come” mats are back out at 
churches throughout California, 
kinda.

“Our congregation was excited 
to be able to worship at church 
again. People were in very high 
spirits on Sunday,” said Pastor 
Mike Beyer from St. Paul’s Lu-
theran Church in Holtville. “Ev-
eryone was happy to be back, but 

we are still recognizing the pan-
demic and respectful of what the 
experts and science is telling us.” 

Beyer, who has been at St. Paul’s 
since 2015, said there were about 
50 members who showed up for 
the indoor service on Sunday, 
Feb. 7, with capacity at the small 
church around 300 congregants. 

“We still had several people 
who stayed home and enjoyed 
the service via our live stream,” 
Beyer said. “We will continue to 
do our Zoom and outdoor gath-

erings for education and studies 
like we have been doing since the 
stay-at-home order was issued.”

The U.S. Supreme Court ruled 
on Friday, Feb. 5, that religious 
services could resume indoors 
with modifications to help reduce 
the spread of COVID-19. In the 
case of South Bay United Pente-
costal Church, et al. v Newsom et 
al., the court partially granted the 
application for injunctive relief 
and prohibited the state from re-

Have Faith: Doors Open at Imperial County Churches
RELIGION

Pastor Mike Beyer 
from St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church 
in Holtville cleans 
up at the church on 
Tuesday, Feb. 9. On 
Sunday, Feb. 7, indoor 
services resumed for 
many churches in the 
state in the Purple 
Tier, although atten-
dance was restricted 
to 25 percent capac-
ity. | CATHI PHILLIPS 
LARIOS PHOTO
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BY ELIZABETH VARIN AND
RICHARD MONTENEGRO

BROWN

The highly polluted New River
is going to be part of the discussion
when U.S. State Department offi-
cials meet with Mexico officials in
March.

The news was presented to the
Imperial County Board of
Supervisors by Tomas Oliva, local
representative for U.S.
Congressman Juan Vargas, D-
Chula Vista, during the county
board’s meeting on Tuesday, Feb.
9.

“Congressman Juan Vargas has
sent many letters throughout the
years and more so within the last
several months to the (U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency),
the State Department and the
(International Boundary and Water
Commission) to express concerns
regarding cross-border pollution
between California and Mexico,”
said Oliva, specifically pointing out
raw-sewage spills into the New
River from aging and often broken-
down Mexicali wastewater treat-
ment plants.

“The State Department has
confirmed to our office that they
have issued a demarche to the
country of Mexico just last month
in January 2021 related to cross-
border pollution throughout the
United States-Mexico border,”
Oliva told the county board. “For
those of us that may not know what
a demarche is, a demarche is an
official diplomatic correspondence
between two countries. Essentially,
it is a move. It’s a political move to
be able to put them on notice that
we are concerned, and we have
issues regarding cross-border pol-

lution.”
Pollution at the New River has

been a problem for Imperial County
residents and a headache for
Imperial County politicians for
decades, as federal legislators have
made unkept promise after unkept
promise to clean-up its toxic waters
rife with human waste and heavy
metals from the industrial and bio-
logical runoff of more than 1 mil-
lion people. 

The issue seemed to become
almost untenable for the county
board in early fall 2019 when it
declared a state of emergency over
conditions in the waterway thanks
to continued sewage bypasses from
Mexicali sewer plants on the banks
of the river. 

A year later, in late 2020,
Vargas bore the brunt of much of
that frustration when Imperial
County officials watched from the
sidelines as the congressman’s
other area of representation, the
border region of San Diego County,
was showered with federal dollars
over similarly putrid sewage spills
into the Tijuana River that flowed
north through the border at San
Ysidro.

At one point, Imperial County
Supervisor Ryan Kelley suggested
the New River be renamed in
Vargas’ honor, an homage to con-
tinued federal inaction.

“This upcoming March there
will be a binational bridges forum
and the Department of State is
specifically requesting Mexico
place cross-border pollution to be
on the agenda so that both countries
can discuss this issue,” Oliva con-
tinued Tuesday. “The Department
of State continues to acknowledge
that cross-border pollution is of the
utmost importance and focus from
Rep. Vargas, and so they have com-

mitted to make sure to address this
issue with their counterparts from
the country of Mexico.”

The multi-agency U.S.-Mexico
Binational Bridges and Border
Crossings Group meets three times
a year to further joint initiatives that
improve the efficiency of existing
crossings and coordinate planning
for new ones, according to the State
Department’s website. The 10 U.S.
and Mexican border states are
active participants in these meet-
ings.

In addition to the State
Department news, the International
Boundary and Water Commission
has told Vargas’ office that it will
produce a new minute specifically
tailored to the New River, Oliva
said. IBWC minutes are imple-
menting agreements to the 1944
Water Treaty that are negotiated
between the two countries.

Oliva also pointed to the recent
New River legislation Vargas has
introduced in Congress, titled the
California New River Restoration
Act.

If passed, the act would require
the EPA to establish the California
New River Restoration Program,
which would provide grant funding
and technical assistance for the
planning and implementation of
conservation strategies for the New

River and surrounding region.
As locals await this new round

of federal efforts to bear some fruit,
California has really been at the
forefront of showing leadership on
the New River, as the Legislature
has allocated tens of millions of
dollars over the last several years
for infrastructure and greenbelt
projects at the New River, where it
enters Calexico.

Last week, on Feb. 3, Calexico
City Manager Miguel Figueroa
informed the Calexico City Council
that he had received a call from
Sacramento earlier that day inform-
ing him the “execution phase” of
the city’s funding agreement with
the state Department of Water
Resources for $28 million was
underway, enabling the city to
finally start construction on the
infrastructure projects tied to the
Calexico reach of the New River
Improvement Project.

The state last year allocated
$18 million in new money from its
general fund and another $10 mil-
lion from the 2018 Proposition 68
water bond for the project, which
will see the city turn ground in the
first half of this year on the long-
awaited three technical components
of the project.

Those three technical compo-
nents include an automated trash-

screen diversion structure south of
the Second Street bridge where the
river crosses the international bor-
der, the encasement of the river
from north of the bridge to where
the river reaches the All-American
Canal, and a pumpback
system/force main that will tie into
the city’s wastewater treatment
plant, clean a portion of the river
water, and provide for a “freshwa-
ter” stream along the river basin in
the area.

The city has already hired a
consultant to manage the project,
Jose Angel, the former executive
director of the state Regional Water
Quality Control Board, Region 7,
Colorado River Basin.

To make way for a portion of
the DWR funding to start work on
the project, the Calexico City
Council on Feb. 3 unanimously
approved a budget amendment res-
olution to make way for $1,088,000
into a capital improvement project
account.  

Next steps in the improvement
project are securing regulatory per-
mits from the state Department of
Fish and Wildlife, the Regional
Water Quality Control Board, and
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
to commence work, and then it’s on
to the procurement process.
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Week of February 8th

Attention Deficit Disorder in Children
(Originally aired on July 2015)

We all know kids who can’t sit still, who never seem to listen, who don’t 
follow instructions no matter how clearly you present them, or who blurt out
inappropriate comments at inappropriate times. Sometimes these children are

labeled as trouble makers, or criticized for being lazy and undisciplined.
However, they may have ADD/ADHD, a treatable mental health condition.
Tune in and learn more about the condition and how to best manage it in

childhood.

Pria Persuad, MD
Board Certified Psychiatrist

(442)-265-1525(442)-265-1525

(442)-265-1525(442)-265-1525

Semana del 8 de febrero
Trastorno de Déficit de Atención en Adolescentes

(Originalmente transmitido en julio 2019)
Todos conocemos a jóvenes que no pueden quedarse quietos, que nunca pare-
cen escuchar, que no siguen instrucciones-sin importar que claramente se les
explique-o que hablan fuera de turno y a menudo con comentarios inapropia-

dos en momentos inapropiados. A veces estos niños son clasificados como
problemáticos, perezosos e indisciplinados. Sin embargo, pueden tener

ADD/ADHD, una condición de salud mental tratable. Sintonice y aprenda
más sobre la condición y como manejarla mejor en la niñez. 

Dalia Pesqueira, LMFT
Licencia Estatal en Terapia 

Matrimonial y Familiar Supervisora
Servicios para Adolescentes y Adultos Jóvenes-Calexico

Visit our website: holtvilletribune.com

If  you can’t find our
newspaper, call us for a 

subscription only 
$42.00/a year!

Call us at 

760-339-3899
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Rich Boys with Expensive Toys Eye Late-2021 Launch

The New River is shown where it crosses the international bor-
der from Mexico into the United States in Calexico. U.S. State
Department officials plan to address cross-border pollution
issues, including at the New River, with Mexico counterparts in
March, a local representative for Congressman Juan Vargas, D-
Chula Vista, told the Imperial County Board of Supervisors on
Tuesday, Feb. 9. | KENNY ROBERTSON PHOTO

Vargas Rep.: U.S. to Talk New River Sewage Spills with Mexico
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Scholar Talks Racial Terrorism During SDSU-IV Lecture
BY JULIO MORALES

CALEXICO - To many
Americans, the mob violence that
descended on the U.S. Capitol on
Jan. 6 was an unexpected aberra-
tion that did not reflect the
nation's democratic principles or
the rule of law. 

But in the estimation of
Gloria Ladson-Billings,
University of Wisconsin-
Madison professor emeritus and
renowned expert on race and edu-
cation, the events were all too
familiar.

For someone who has exten-
sively researched African
American history and the terror-
ism Blacks in this country have
often been subjected to, the Jan. 6
insurrection bore the hallmarks of
a violent act of white supremacy,
she said. 

Such outbreaks of violence
are rooted in dangerous ideology
and rhetoric and are defined by
behaviors that embrace conspira-
cy theories and the glorification
of the nation's racist past, she
added. 

"It's part of a pattern, it's not
an anomaly, it's not something
out of the blue," Ladson-Billings
said on Wednesday, Feb. 3. "This

is what the historical facts sug-
gests."

Her remarks came during a
virtual presentation called "We
Told You This Would Happen:
The Rise of Racial Terrorism."
Her lecture was part of a series
hosted by San Diego State
University-Imperial Valley's
Division of Education titled
"Talking Race in the
Borderlands," which kicked off
Feb. 3 with Ladson-Billings.

An adherent of critical race
theory, which has at its focus the

relationship between race,
racism, and power, Ladson-
Billings said it is important to
speak honestly about the nation's
racist past even though many
white people may get offended
and consider it un-American.

Indeed, part of her lecture
was devoted to highlighting some
of the more notorious acts of vio-
lence that were directed at both
African American individuals
and communities since the
nation's founding. 

Her list of notable incidents

included the 1921 Tulsa Race
Massacre, where racial animosity
motivated a white mob to kill
more than 100 Blacks and burn
their homes, businesses, and
churches in the Greenwood
District of Tulsa, Oklahoma.

Ladson-Billings even drew a
historical line between such overt
and deadly acts of racism with
other acts of rebellion by early
American settlers, including
Shay's Rebellion of 1786 and the
Whiskey Rebellion of 1794. Both
of those deadly insurrections, she
explained, were in direct
response to government taxes
that participants felt had placed
an unfair financial burden on
them. 

At the same time, the inci-
dents highlight the extreme meas-
ures white settlers took in opposi-
tion to government policies they
felt were illegitimate. A similar
kind of disregard can be observed
in the successive generations of
Americans who have not only
opposed legislation aimed at
empowering historically disen-
franchised communities and indi-
viduals, but actively and violent-
ly denied those groups equal
rights by enforcing compliance
with a racial hierarchy that bene-
fits whites at the expense of oth-

ers, Ladson-Billings said.  
"It has been the very sub-

stance of what America is all
about," she said.

The response of critical race
theorists such as Ladson-Billings
has been to advocate for a collec-
tive and sustained effort to con-
front America's history of terror
and recognize the violence
endured by Black people, she
said.

In her own experience,
Ladson-Billings said that she has
found young students can be very
capable of discussing and under-
standing matters of racial
inequality, since they are
equipped with an innate sense of
what is and isn't fair.

Yet, she acknowledged that
teaching about the nation's histo-
ry of racial violence in the class-
room can be challenging and that
educators may experience push-
back from members of the com-
munity or school board members. 

"I think the challenge is to try
to figure out how to begin having
these conversations," Ladson-
Billings said.

During her lecture, Ladson-
Billings also expressed dissatis-
f a c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  t e r m

Continued on page 6

University of Wisconsin-Madison Professor Emeritus Gloria
Ladson Billings, a renowned expert on race and education,
speaks during a UW-Madison School of Education event.
Billings was the guest lecturer during a San Diego State
University-Imperial Valley lecture series on race that debuted
Feb. 3. | PHOTO COURTESY OF UW-MADISON SCHOOL OF
EDUCATION

County Official Wants Voice in QSA
Meetings to Restore Salton Sea

BY ELIZABETH VARIN

At least one Imperial County
official wants a say on projects
funded by the Quantification
Settlement Agreement to restore
the ailing Salton Sea.

District 4 Supervisor Ryan
Kelley asked Imperial County
staff to work with Riverside
County to come up with a way
Imperial County could have a
voice on the QSA joint-powers
authority that decides on funding
projects to restore the Salton Sea.

Kelley, whose district encom-
passes the southern end of the sea,
made the request during the coun-
ty board meeting on Tuesday, Feb.
9.

The Quantification Settlement
Agreement, signed in 2003 by the
Imperial Irrigation District,
Coachella Valley Water District,
San Diego County Water
Authority and Metropolitan Water
District of Southern California,
implements water transfers and
supply programs that allows
California to live within the state's
4.4 million-acre-foot basic annual
apportionment of Colorado River
water. The agreements came in
response to California consistently
using more than its annual share of
Colorado River water.

A part of the agreement, a
joint-powers authority was created
to decide on Salton Sea-based
projects that will mitigate the toll
that less water going into the
Salton Sea will have on the region.
With fewer Colorado River water
being used and better farming
technique underway in the
Imperial Valley, there is less
excess water flowing through the
sea's only inlets, the New and
Alamo rivers fed by agricultural
runoff.

Kelley said the JPA was creat-
ed to mitigate the receding shore-
line of the Salton Sea, but those
requirements seem to go unno-
ticed as the shoreline continues to
ebb. Money is allocated for proj-
ects every year, "and the county of
Imperial should have a voice in
what's being approved every
year," he said.

The county of Imperial is the
agency seeing some of the main
effects of a receding Salton Sea,
like the environmental impacts
and commercial impacts.

"Now it's always good to take

somebody for their word, but it's
better to be engaged in that con-
structive conversation," Kelley
said.

His request is not related to the
Red Hill Bay project, which has
been stalled since the project
broke ground in 2015, or the
species conservation habitat proj-
ect, he said. 

Rather, it is because that fund-
ing stream is being used in an
exceedingly small window of
projects, while the county has
been approached and has looked at
several different projects that have
been proposed to restore the
receding sea level.

"People making those choices
should be able to hear from the
county, because we represent the
people living here," Kelley said,
adding that he doesn't represent
just water users, state agencies, or
a metropolitan water district, as
some of the agencies on the JPA
do. "I believe it's a benefit to the
JPA to have the land-use authori-
ties involved in what's happening
around the Salton Sea."

Intergovernmental Relations
Director Rebecca Terrazas-Baxter
said she would work with
Riverside County to come up with
a way the county could have a
voice at the JPA meetings.

New Fire Substation Possible
for Seeley

County officials are looking at
a new fire substation location and
cooling facility in the unincorpo-
rated community of Seeley.

The county board voted unani-
mously to purchase a piece of land
at 1862 W. Evan Hewes Highway
in Seeley from the Smith Family
Living Trust.

The property is intended to
serve as a future fire substation
and cooling center facility, said
Andrea Gonzales with the County
Executive Office. The county
plans to spend just more than
$131,000 for the purchase of the
property, escrow, and title fees.
Those funds come from the coun-
ty's Endowment for Capital
Projects Account, which is also
known as the Tobacco Fund.

The future development of the
fire substation and cooling center
facility will be funded through
California Community
Development Block Grant pro-
gram, she said. A funding contract
was executed in December.

ECPD: Arrests Net Stolen Vehicle,
Modified Gun and Ordnance

BY JULIO MORALES

Two El Centro residents were
arrested by El Centro police about
11:50 a.m. Sunday, Feb. 7, after
allegedly being found in posses-
sion of a stolen vehicle, narcotics,
a firearm, and a military-type ord-
nance.

Roberto Avila, 30, and Alexis
Flores, 23, were encountered by
police as they exited a motel room
in the 400 block of Wake Avenue,
where police had also located a
stolen vehicle, according to an El
Centro Police Department press
release.

Officers had detained Avila
and Flores to determine their
potential involvement with the
stolen vehicle, a red Pontiac
Grand Am previously reported
stolen at 9:11 a.m. from the 1600
block of Barbara Worth Drive in
El Centro.

While on scene, police were
approached by motel staff who
reportedly observed a military-
type ordnance in the motel room
that Avila and Flores had occu-
pied, according to the release.

Officers evacuated the imme-
diate area and contacted the El
Centro Fire Department and
Imperial County Fire

Department's bomb squad for
assistance.

After determining the ord-
nance did not pose a threat, El
Centro police conducted a proba-
tion compliance check of Avila's
property and the associated motel
room and reportedly discovered
the keys to the stolen vehicle,
stolen checks, and other miscella-
neous items, the department
reported.

A search of Flores' person and
property led to the discovery of
methamphetamine, while a search
of the stolen vehicle revealed an
illegally modified shotgun and
ammunition, the press release

stated.
Flores was cited and released

for possession of methampheta-
mine and a stolen vehicle. Avila
was booked into the county jail
for being felon in possession of a
firearm, possession of stolen
checks, and possession of a stolen
vehicle. 

Officers are actively investi-
gating the origin of the recovered
ordnance. Anyone with informa-
tion about this investigation is
encouraged to call El Centro
Detective Adrian Chilpa at 760-
335-4662 or the Detective Bureau
at 760-337-4502.

The receding Salton Sea is shown from its western edge near the
community of Desert Shores in this July 2020 photo. | GET-
SOMEPHOTO

El Centro police and Imperial County Fire Department bomb
squad personnel gather around an unknown military-type ord-
nance that was recovered from a motel room on Wake Avenue in
El Centro on Sunday, Feb. 7. The ordnance was found to pose no
threat to those in the vicinity. | IV LAW AND FIRE PHOTO
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BY JULIO MORALES

Eighty-two-year-old David
Burns said he considers himself to
be of sound health and someone
who rarely, if ever, comes down
with any illness despite his
advanced age.

Additionally, Burns said he
has yet to know anyone who has
contracted COVID-19 and is
someone whose trust and faith in a
higher power has kept him from
being overly concerned about the
ongoing pandemic. 

The Imperial resident was
nonetheless among the first to
receive a dose of the COVID-19
vaccine during a drive-through
clinic organized by the county
Public Health Department on
Thursday, Feb. 4.

"I don't want to get sick, so
when they offered, I thought why
not do it," Burns said shortly after
having received his immunization.

He was one of more than
1,300 local senior citizens who
took part in the mass vaccination
event at Imperial Valley College
that ran from 8 a.m. to around 1
p.m. 

The event represented the first

such one to be organized by Public
Health and was billed as a
momentous milestone in the coun-
ty's ongoing battle with the coron-
avirus.

Indeed, county Board of
Supervisors Chairman Michael
Kelley's remarks to local media
during the event framed that ongo-
ing battle in stark terms and
acknowledged that local stake-
holders have often felt outgunned
by a "heavily armed" adversary.

"It seems like we've had BB
guns and hand pistols to deal with
the deadly enemy on the front
lines, but now finally we have
some artillery to assist us in
defeating this horrible and terrible
enemy called COVID-19," Kelley
said.

Aside from the condolences
Kelley offered to those whose
lives have been impacted by the
pandemic, he also offered assur-
ances that local officials are work-
ing tirelessly with state and feder-
al officials to ensure the county
receives an ample supply of vac-
cines to distribute locally.

The mass vaccination event
was announced to the public by
the Public Health Department on
Wednesday morning, Feb. 3, via
the agency's Facebook page. Less
than two hours after the announce-
ment, registrations for a coveted
appointment were completely
booked.

The two different vaccines,
from Moderna and Pfizer-
BioNTech had arrived in the coun-
ty on Tuesday, Feb. 2, and were
reviewed on Wednesday to ensure
they were not compromised, and
made available to the public a day
later, Public Health Director
Janette Angulo said.

"It's been a very quick turn-
around from time of receipt to
time of actual vaccination of indi-
viduals," Angulo said during
Thursday's event.

As it did for Thursday's event,
the department is also relying on

its partners to
help notify
local seniors of
such large-
scale vaccina-
tion clinics as

they become
available again in
the future.

The depart-
ment's strategy,
along with its
recently launched
"Help Us Help
Them" campaign,
is meant to
address any
issues of equity
that may stem
from many sen-
iors' unfamiliari-
ty with social
media, which

Public Health had used to alert the
community of its first vaccination
event for seniors.

The Help us Help Them cam-
paign aims to enlist the family,
friends, and neighbors of senior

citizens to help keep this vulnera-
ble population informed of
COVID-related events and devel-
opments.

Continued on page 7
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The 'Artillery' Arrives: Public Health Hosts Debut Vaccine Clinic

Vehicles filled with participants of a drive through COVID-19 vaccination
event hosted by the county Public Health Department wait to receive a
shot from clinic staff at the Imperial Valley College parking lot on
Thursday, Feb. 4. | JULIO MORALES PHOTO

David Burns, an 82-year-old
Imperial resident, was among
the first of 1,300 local seniors
who received their COVID-19
vaccine during a mass-vacci-
nation event at Imperial
Valley College on Thursday,
Feb. 4. JULIO MORALES PHOTO
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Market.............from page one
The shift to Samaha Park was

suggested by Holtville Fire Chief
Alex Silva and is further expect-
ed to help organizers present a
safe experience for patrons, ven-
dors, and volunteers, Allegranza
said.

The event is also intended to
help the Holtville chamber raise
funds to offset lost revenue that
resulted from the cancellation of
Carrot Festival events,
Allegranza said.

"This is an opportunity to
make a little bit of money," she
said.

A limited number of vendor
spaces are available, so those
interested in selling their wares
and food items are encouraged to
contact the chamber for an appli-
cation.

For the event, the park will
have one entry and one exit point
for patrons, with food vendors
lined up toward the end of a one-
way path designated for attendees
of the event. Both onsite seating
and eating will be restricted at the
park.

Food vendors are asked to
submit their applications at least
two and a half weeks for review

by the county Environmental
Health Division, Allegranza said.

The county will also be
reviewing vendors' applications
to ensure only items considered
essential will be sold during the
event, she said.

"This is the only way to do
this with all the COVID-19
guidelines in place," Allegranza
said.

Event organizers are also
required to submit a map of the
event's layout, as well as a plan
detailing the precautionary meas-
ures that will be in place to help
reduce the potential exposure to
the coronavirus.

"The county will come that
day to make sure everything is on
the up and up," Allegranza said.

Previously, local Public
Health officials expressed praise
for the way the two previous
farmers markets had been organ-
ized and presented.

"They've always been happy
with how things are run and
organized," Allegranza said,
adding that the city's personnel
technician, Haley Dowsey,
deserves credit for helping organ-
ize the farmers markets.

SDSU..................................from page three
"achievement gap," which
describes the disparities in the
academic performance of sub-
groups of students often defined
by gender, race, ethnicity, and
socioeconomic status.
Ladson-Billings said stakehold-
ers in the field of education
should also acknowledge other
social and economic conditions
that contribute to poor academic
performance for students, such as
gaps in familial wealth, health-
care accessibility, and school
funding.
For her part, Ladson-Billings
said she prefers to use the term
"education debt," which refers to

the rightful resources that should
be invested in educating disad-
vantaged communities.
The SDSU-Imperial Valley lec-
ture series "Talking Race in the
Borderlands" continues next
month with a presentation titled,
"The Construction of
Raciolinguistic Border in
Bilingual Education Policy and
Practices."
The virtual lecture is scheduled
for 1 p.m. March 3, and will be
presented by Nelson Flores,
University of Pennsylvania
Graduate School of Education
associate professor. Registration
is required. 

More information about the lec-
ture series and how to register
can be found on the campus'
Facebook page, or by contacting
Belen Hernando-Llorens, SDSU-
Imperial Valley School of
Teacher Education assistant pro-
fessor, at
bhernandollorens@sdsu.edu
Hernando-Llorens is also a
scheduled speaker, and at 1 p.m.
April 21, will present her virtual
lecture titled, "Historicizing the
Making of the Bilingual Child of
Color as an Educational
Problem."

stricting indoor services of places
of worship under Tier 1 (Purple
Tier/Most Restrictive).

California Department of
Public Health officials immedi-
ately updated the state's guide-
lines to reflect that the Purple Tier
restricts indoor worship activities
to 25 percent of capacity. The
Imperial County Health Officer
Order has also been updated, and
as a protective measure against
the spread of COVID, singing,
chanting, shouting, and playing
of wind instruments (any instru-
ment played by mouth, such as a
trumpet or clarinet) in religious
services as well as in any public
or private venue, both indoors
and outdoors, is prohibited.

Dr. Stephen Munday,
Imperial County Health Officer,
said it is important church leaders
not let their guard down with the
court ruling.

"As more of the restrictions
that have been put in place as a
result of the COVID-19 pandem-
ic are lifted, we must still be
mindful of safety precautions that
will continue us down the path of
improvement," stated Munday in
a release issued on Sunday. "It is
important that we not let our
guard down and continue to prac-
tice the measures that have been
proven to minimize the spread of
the COVID-19 virus."

Most churches have been pro-
viding streaming services to wor-
shipers, which is convenient for
some but nothing beats the social
aspect of being at the church for
Laura Goodsell, a Holtville busi-
ness owner and lifelong church-
goer.

"Being part of a church fami-
ly is really something special,"
Goodsell said. "We hear a lot
about the suicide rate and depres-
sion and that is what we are here
for, to help people in their time of
need."

Goodsell was part of the 50
people who attended the St. Paul's
Lutheran service on Sunday and,
as an insurance agent, said she
was "cautiously excited" to see
people in the building.

"For me, it has been horrible
to see the empty church, even
when we see the streaming serv-
ice," Goodsell said. "I was happy
to be back and see people at a safe
distance. Even if we were masked
and sanitizing and socially dis-
tancing, it was still great to see
people in the pews."

The Imperial Valley's
Catholic Diocese was to have a
meeting on Wednesday, Feb. 10,
to discuss how Catholic churches

throughout the Valley would
adapt to the new order. Father
Mark Edney, dean of the Imperial
Valley Catholic Diocese and
father for El Centro Catholic (Our
Lady of Guadalupe and St.
Mary's), said several of his wor-
shippers wanted to remain out-
doors.

"Over the weekend I asked
the attendees, and overwhelming-
ly they were in favor of staying
outside while we can," said
Edney, who is in his ninth year
with El Centro Catholic. "I have
been very impressed with our
congregation as they think about
all of the issues related to
COVID. With the nice weather
we are having now, people want
to stay outside."

Edney did say the first indoor
Mass would likely be scheduled
for Feb. 21 at Our Lady of
Guadalupe in El Centro. He said a
reservation system would be
implemented for the Mass and
about 250 members of the 4,200-
strong congregation could be
accommodated.

"It involves much more plan-
ning as we will have ushers take
them to their seats, and we can
have families sit together but will
have to socially distance others,"
Edney said.

At Our Lady of Guadalupe in
Calexico, Father Jose Sosa said
dealing with COVID and the
death and destruction it has
caused has been more difficult
than attempting to hold Masses
outdoors or online.

"At times, the outdoor Masses
were difficult, and we'd have to
deal with the wind or a little rain,
but more difficult was seeing the
people suffer and die due to this
horrible pandemic," said Sosa,
who has been at OLGA in
Calexico for about five years.
"The real church is not the build-
ing, it is the people. Families
have suffered and lost relatives,
that has made the past year so
hard."

Sosa said Masses to celebrate
weddings and quinceañeras have
obviously slowed during the past
year, and the ones that were held
were outdoors. Friday's ruling
would open the church for cele-
brations to move indoors again,
but with limited attendance.

"I think we would be allowed
to have the celebratory Masses as
long as we followed all the guide-
lines and had the limited capaci-
ty," Sosa said. "People are happy
to go inside but understandably
they are hesitant as well."

The sign outside St. Paul's Lutheran Church in Holtville is
shown. | CATHI PHILIPS LARIOS PHOTO

Churches............from page one BORDER PATROL: Calexico-area Agents
Recover Drugs, Nab Gangster, Sex Offender
Staff reports

CALEXICO - El Centro
Sector U.S. Border Patrol recov-
ered illegal drugs thrown over
the international boundary fence
into Calexico in two separate
events over the weekend, accord-
ing to a press release.

The first incident occurred
late Friday evening, Feb. 5, near
the intersection of Dool Avenue
and First Street, when agents
working in downtown Calexico
found an abandoned package lay-
ing on the ground.

The second incident occurred

on Sunday, Feb. 7, about 6 p.m.,
near the intersection of Heber
Avenue and First Street. Agents
working in the area found an
abandoned package near the bor-
der fence, according to a press
release from U.S. Customs and
Border Protection. 

The agents transported the
packages back to the Calexico
Border Patrol station for further
processing.

The package from the first
seizure yielded a positive result
for the characteristics of cocaine
when tested with a narcotics test
kit. The cocaine discovered
weighed 66 grams and had an

estimated value of $6,600,
according to the release. The sec-
ond seizure tested positive for
methamphetamine, which
weighed about 158 grams and
had an estimated value of $3,900. 

El Centro Sector agents
turned over the drugs to the U.S.
Drug Enforcement
Administration. 

Deported Sureño Gang
Member Apprehended

CALEXICO - Border Patrol
agents arrested a gang member
Friday afternoon, Feb. 5, west of
the Calexico West Port of Entry, 

Continued on page 7
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CLASSIFIED ADS

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  20-721
The following person is conducting
business as:
Towers Enterprises
502 East 4th St.
Holtville, CA 92250
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrant:
Daniel Tejeda Torres
502 East 4th St.
Holtville, CA 92250
This business is conducted by: An
Individual
Registrant has not commenced  to
transact business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above.
I,  Declare that all of the information
in this statement is true and correct.

Signature: Daniel Tejeda Torres,
Owner
The filing of this statement does not
of itself authorize the use in this State
or a Fictitious Business Name in
Violation of the Rights of another
under Federal, State or Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County Clerk-
Recorder on: December 29, 2020.
NOTICE:  This statement expires on:
December 28, 2025. A new statement
must be filed prior to the expiration
date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-Recorder
Elise Puyot, Deputy
Legal 9007
Publish: Jan. 28, Feb. 4, 11, 18, 2021

PUBLIC NOTICE

HELP WANTED AD

C.H.A.R.L.E.E. Family Care, Inc is looking for a Mental Health
Therapist. Part time, Per Diem, BBS Associate or Licensed, wage
depends on experience, education and Licensure. Fax resume to 760-
353-6152, more information call Margie 760-427-8178.
2/11, 2/18, 2/25

Clinics................................from page five
"We understand there are

access issues, not everybody has
a computer or internet," Angulo
said.

She also offered assurances
to the public that additional mass
vaccination events are being
planned for other parts of the
county, even as local stakehold-
ers deal with the uncertainty sur-
rounding vaccine allocations.

Typically, state public health
officials will notify the county
every Tuesday of the number of
vaccines it has been allocated.
Sometime next week, the county
is expecting about 1,775 doses of
vaccine to arrive.

"We're expecting, but we
don't know if they're actually
going to make it here," Angulo
said.

Plans call for those 1,775
vaccines to be administered to
senior citizens and individuals
who fall into tiers 2 and 3 of the
state's recommended prioritiza-
tion list, which includes commu-
nity health workers, those
employed at primary care and
dental clinics, as well as pharma-
cy and laboratory workers, to
name just some. About 80 per-
cent of those expected vaccines
will go to those 65 and older,
Angulo said.

Recently, the county and
local municipalities had sent a
joint letter to Gov. Gavin
Newsom requesting up to 8,000
vaccines a week for the county,
but have yet to receive any
response, Angulo said.

The pandemic has taken a
severe toll for Brawley resident
Adrian Verdugo, who recently
lost two members of his extended

family due to COVID-19.
It has also kept him and his

siblings from visiting their elder-
ly parents as often as they had
and would like to.

"We do stop by but as little as
possible," Verdugo said as he sat
in his car with his 82-year-old
mother, Concepcion Verdugo, in
an IVC parking lot designated as
an observation area to assist any
individual who may have devel-
oped an adverse reaction to the
vaccine.

Verdugo said Thursday's
event was the first one that he
and his siblings had attempted to
register their parents to attend.
His sister was scheduled to bring
their father to his vaccination
appointment at IVC later in the
day. 

"It was extremely important
for us kids and for them as well
to get vaccinated," Verdugo said.

And even though Concepcion
Verdugo said she enjoys the con-
stant phone calls her children
place to her Brawley home in
place of their normal visits and is
grateful for the essential items
that her children have been drop-
ping off for her and her husband
to help them avoid venturing out
in public, the quality of their lives
has changed considerably.

"It's been hard," she said.
The mass vaccination event

was a collaborative effort involv-
ing a variety of agencies, includ-
ing Public Health, the county's
executive office, Office of
Emergency Services, Public
Works, Sheriff's Office, Social
Services, and Area Agency on
Aging. 

Additional support was pro-

vided by IVC faculty, nursing
and fire academy students, AMR
ambulance services, American
Red Cross, and the California
Medical Assistance Teams
(CAL-MAT), which has been
onsite at IVC for the past six
months operating the Alternate
Care Facility that was set up to
treat COVID-19 patients whose
condition did not require hospi-
talization.

Dr. David Duncan, CAL-
MAT director, said the mass vac-
cination event brought him a
great sense of relief and happi-
ness, considering the toll that the
pandemic has taken locally.

"You're certainly in the top-
five hardest-hit counties in the
country," Duncan said. "I'm real-
ly looking forward to seeing this
thing in my rearview mirror." 

Ten different stations were
set up in a parking lot on the
northern grounds of the campus
to administer the vaccination to
participants who remained in
their vehicles. Different time
slots were established to handle
the appointments, with partici-
pants asked to show up no more
than 15 minutes in advance.

"I was very impressed with
how fast the line moved," 88-
year-old Imperial resident Joan
Moore said. "I like the way it was
handled."

Moore said one of her grand-
daughters had initially alerted her
to the event and was registered
shortly afterward by a daughter.
Getting vaccinated has been a top
priority for Moore, who lives
alone but has been getting togeth-
er regularly with her family amid
the pandemic.

Border Patrol............................from page six
according to a press release
from Customs and Border
Protection. 
The incident occurred when
agents assigned to the El
Centro station arrested a man
for illegally entering the
United States some 29 miles
west of Calexico and trans-
ported him to an El Centro
Sector facility for immigration
and criminal history screen-
ing.
Records checks revealed the
man, a 33-year-old Mexican
national, was a member of the
Sureño gang who had a prior
conviction for re-entry in the
United States after being pre-
viously removed. The individ-
ual also had arrests/convic-
tions for driving while under
the influence and domestic

violence, according to the
press release.
Additionally, he was ordered
removed from the this country
on July 12, 2017.
The gang member is being
held in federal custody pend-
ing federal prosecution for re-
entry in the United States after
being previously removed.
Immigrant Sex Offender
Arrested
CALEXICO - Border Patrol
agents arrested an undocu-
mented immigrant early Feb.
3 who had a prior conviction
for a sexual offense with a
minor, according to a press
release.  
The incident occurred about
2:45 a.m., when agents
assigned to the Calexico sta-
tion encountered a man who

illegally entered the U.S.
about three west of the
Calexico West Port of Entry.
Agents placed the man under
arrest and transported him for
further processing, including a
criminal record check.
Records checks revealed the
man, a 50-year-old undocu-
mented immigrant from
Mexico, had previously been
convicted on June 25, 2008,
for unlawful sexual conduct
with a minor out of Hamilton,
Ohio. He was subsequently
sentenced to 12 months in
prison for his sex crime.  
The man was processed crim-
inally for re-entry in the
United States after being pre-
viously removed and will be
held in federal custody pend-
ing his hearing.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  21-45
The following persons are con-
ducting business as:
M & M Bazaar
1103 Ollie Ave. Ste A
Calexico, CA 92231
County of Imperial
Mailing Address:
2362 McConnell Rd.
El Centro, CA 92243
Full Name of Registrants:
Martin Aguirre
2362 McConnell Rd.
El Centro, CA 92243 
Malaquias Guzman
2362 McConnell Rd.
El Centro, CA 92243 
This business is conducted by: A
General Partnership
Registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above
on February 12, 2019.
I,  Declare that all of the informa-

tion in this statement is true and
correct.
Signature:  Martin Aguirre,
Partner
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious Business
Name in Violation of the Rights
of another under Federal, State or
Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: January 26,
2021.
NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: January 25, 2026. A new
statement must be filed prior to
the expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Elise Puyot, Deputy
Legal 6049 
Publish: Feb. 4, 11, 18, 25, 2021

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

California Auction Ad 

Notice is hereby given that the undersigned intends to sell the per-
sonal property described below to enforce a lien imposed on said
property Pursuant to Lien Sale per California Self Storage Act
Chapter 10. Undersigned will sell the items at  www.storagetrea-
sures.com sale by competitive bidding ending on  February 26th, at
10:00am. Where said property has been stored at which are located
at StaxUP Storage - Portico, 2420 Enterprise Blvd., Calexico CA
92231 County of Imperial, State of California. The following tenant:
Jose Luis Maldonado, Paul Van Dolah, Salvador Esparza, Irma
Fernandez, Cindy I Meraza, Timoteo Salgado, Enrique Hernandez.
Items to be sold include but not limited to personal property contain-
ing boxes, household items, clothing, and tools. Purchases must be
paid at the time with Cash Only. All purchases sold as is and must be
removed within 24 hours of the time of sale. Sale subject to cancel-
lation up to the time of sale, company reserves the right to refuse any
online bids. 

Auction by storagetreasures.com 
Phone: 855-722-8853 
NCT 2324030 1017 

Legal 6051 Feb. 11, 18, 2021

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  21-11
The following person is conduct-
ing business as:
Easy Print
699 Wake Avenue Apt. 15
Building 2
El Centro, CA 92243
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrant:
Manuel Gutierrez Orduno
699 Wake Ave. Apt. 15 Building
2
El Centro, CA 92243
This business is conducted by:An
Individual
Registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above
on: December  4, 2015.
I,  Declare that all of the informa-
tion in this statement is true and

correct.
Signature:  Manuel Gutierrez
Orduno
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious Business
Name in Violation of the Rights
of another under Federal, State or
Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: January 11,
2021.
NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: January 10, 2026. A new
statement must be filed prior to
the expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy
Legal  6455
Publish: Feb. 4, 11, 18, 25, 2021
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For your advertising needs please call us at:
760-339-4899.

the Colorado River broke free of
its chains created (or recreated)
the Salton Sea.

Known as the "sea-to-sea"
project, a series of representa-
tives from private companies pre-
sented their ideas to save the
dwindling Salton Sea by import-
ing ocean water from the Sea of
Cortez in Mexico, roughly 120
miles to the south. 

"This is a place where some
of the greatest minds around
envisioning a future for the
Salton Sea region have come
together to share their vision of
what this place truly can become
and what the Salton Sea
deserves," said Kerry Morrison,
founder, and executive director of
EcoMedia Compass, who hosted
a Zoom conference on Jan. 31 to
reacquaint the public with the
"sea-to-sea" concept.

Representatives from six dif-
ferent companies presented six
different plans to move the
Mexican seawater to the Salton
Sea, including building one or
multiple pipelines, flooding the
dry Laguna Salada lakebed west
of Mexicali and building a
pipeline from there, or extending
the existing Coyote Canal, which
stretches from the Sea of Cortez
through a portion of Laguna
Salada, north to the Salton Sea. 

The plans are ambitious, and
so would be the cost for such an
undertaking, estimated as high as
$26 billion, which has been a
sticking point for getting the proj-
ect funded at the state and federal
levels. 

Imperial County Reacts to
Costly Concept

Past studies, including those
conducted by the Salton Sea
Authority and the U.S Bureau of
Reclamation, showed the idea of
importing seawater to be too
costly to be feasible, but the idea
has again gained traction.

After inflows were further
reduced to the sea in 2018 as part
of the 2003 Quantification
Settlement Agreement water
transfer component with the San
Diego County Water Authority,
the concept started to be talked
about publicly. 

As the sea's shores recede at
an accelerated pace and the threat
of ecological, financial, and
health disasters loom large
through exposed seabed and the
fear of asthma-triggering - and
potentially toxic - dust storms,
some activists and politicians
from both Imperial and Riverside
counties have bolstered their
calls for seawater import to
become the long-term plan for
Salton Sea restoration. 

Members of the Imperial
County Board of Supervisors
have also voiced their approval of
the sea-to-sea transfer plan but
expressed skepticism about the
idea being funded at the state or
federal level. 

"We're not high on the list in
the seats of the state and federal
government, so it's easy to forget
about what's happening down
here," said Ryan Kelley, Imperial
County supervisor for District 4,
which is home to a portion of the
Salton Sea. 

"We do see the value in it and
share that goal of having a stable
Salton Sea that draws people into
development and recreation, but
it's going to have to be a win and
a continued support that's going
to be able to take care of the
infrastructure being built," he
said during an interview on
Monday, Feb. 1.  

Kelley said that he and the
Board of Supervisors have con-
tinually advocated for the Salton
Sea at the state and federal levels
but have not been able to garner
much support for funding proj-
ects that will require billions of
dollars and may or may not
become financially self-sustain-
ing.

"I applaud everyone for try-
ing to bring attention to this, but I
want to be realistic and say that,
you know, you can take a look at
the New River (for reference).
That's been sitting here for quite a
while, the dirtiest river in North
America, and it's still flowing. ...
We have advocated in
Washington and in Sacramento,

and we will continue to advocate,
but it doesn't seem like the
wheels have turned in that direc-
tion yet," he said. 

Board of Supervisors
Chairman Michael Kelley agreed
that the sea-to-sea concept is the
best hope for the long-term
restoration of the sea, but also
expressed frustration at the lack
of action from the state and fed-
eral governments, saying that the
plans have been reviewed several
times but "it never seems to go
anywhere."

"My preference would be the
sea-to-sea concept to restore the
Salton Sea," Michael Kelley said
on Feb. 1. "And, if it's financially
unfeasible, then get the federal
government involved. I told the
governor himself - it was Gov.
(Jerry) Brown at the time - I guar-
antee you if the Salton Sea issue
was in the Sacramento Valley, or
the L.A. basin, or the San Diego
area, it would be taken care of in
a heartbeat. 

"We don't have the popula-
tion to muster enough votes to
turn people over in the
Legislature. So, we're just a
stepchild to the state," the chair-
man added. 

The California Natural
Resources Agency decided to
move forward with a feasibility
study of ocean water import in
November 2019 and issued a
Request for Proposals to conduct
the study, but as of 2021 they
have not received any responses
to the requests. 

In January, several communi-
ties on the sea's North Shore

adopted resolutions supporting
comprehensive analysis of the
different alternatives for import-
ing ocean water and asking the
state to aggressively pursue an
independent panel review of the
alternatives. 

The state has a Dec. 31, 2022,
deadline to develop a long-term
plan for the restoration of the sea
as prescribed by the National
Environmental Policy Act. The
long-term plan is being devel-
oped while the state's shorter-
term, 10-year plan is being
implemented. Several small-scale
wetland restoration projects are
being implemented around the
sea, including a 4,110-acre proj-
ect that broke ground near the
mouth of the New River in
January. 

Although the importation
concept is gaining favor, there is
also the perimeter lake idea that
has been publicly advocated in
the past by both the Salton Sea
Authority and the Imperial
Irrigation District, under the
direction of longtime Salton Sea
advocate, former IID General
Manager the late Kevin Kelley,
who spoke of the district's sup-
port for a "smaller, more sustain-
able sea." 

Supervisor Ryan Kelley, the
late Kevin Kelley's younger
brother, said that he believes the
idea of importing water from the
Sea of Cortez could come to
fruition one day, but it would
need to contain a commercial
component that would use the
water coming from the project to
produce some sort of byproduct
that could be sold, be it salt, elec-
tricity, or fresh water. 

"It has to be commercially
viable," Ryan Kelley said.
"Somebody is going to have to
agree, and it would be a larger
entity like the state of California,
to buy water from Mexico.
They're not going to just send it

here for free, and how that
becomes a commodity and is uti-
lized to restore the sea and create
some kind of ongoing funding for
this project to be built out ... it's
got to be something that's finan-
cially viable. 

"They're going to have to fig-
ure out the benefits. There are
true costs associated with con-
veying the water across," Ryan
Kelley explained. "We took up
that support because we realized
that there are benefits to it, hav-
ing a stable shore, having com-
mercial activity, and residential
development and industrial." 

Michael Kelley agreed that
commercialization of the project
should be a key component and
that it has been "part of the plans
since day one." 

"I've heard that many, many
times," the county board chair-
man said. "There's so many
options, so many variables,

there's so many stories on the sea-
to-sea concept, but it never has
gotten off the battery box, and I
don't know why. 

"I just don't understand why
people have dropped the poten-
tial of pursuing something that
would be so critically important
to the restoration of the Salton
Sea. I heard everybody is want-
ing to get on board with it, but
nothing is happening. It's a long-
term plan, but it shouldn't be a
long-term plan, it should be an
immediate plan."

Several Sea-to-Sea Plans So
Far 

Imperial Valley businessman
Gary Jennings has been working
on a low-cost version of the sea-
to-sea import plan for more than
a decade, and at the EcoMedia
Compass conference on Jan. 31,
he called on all of those propos-
ing ideas for the plan to come
together and develop the cheap-
est, most-feasible version of the
project possible to present to the
state in hopes that they will fund
the project.

Jennings' plan involved
extending the existing Coyote
Canal in Mexico to the border,
and then piping the water from
there to the Salton Sea. The
Coyote Canal was built in the
1970s to take agricultural runoff
away from Mexicali to the
Laguna Salada wilderness area.

"This is just a ditch project,"
he said. "California is not going
to spend billions of dollars on
this. We need to build the Kmart
of canals. And I don't think any of
us are going to win this fight
unless we all work together,"
Jennings said. "We all must work
together for our mutual benefit. If
we don't cooperate with each
other, we fail." 

At the other end of the spec-
trum, Agess Inc. Chief Executive
Officer Nathan White described a
large-scale plan that would aim to

not only restore the Salton Sea,
but to change the weather of the
entire southwestern United
States, restore the declining lev-
els of water in the Colorado River
Basin and restore wildlife habi-
tats at Laguna Salada and the
Colorado River Delta. 

Agess' proposed project
would use tidal power to return
ocean water to Laguna Salada
and then pipe it from the border
to the Salton Sea. White's
hypothesis is that reintroducing
warm water to Laguna Salada
would add water to the Colorado
River Basin through evaporation. 

He theorized that the evapo-
rated water would bolster season-
al monsoons throughout the
Southwest, dumping more water
back into the river basin. White
added that the "atmospheric con-
veyor belt" would push the
increased moisture as far north as
Wyoming. 

"This project actually goes
beyond just the ability to affect
these three regional areas," White
said Jan. 31. "We can evaporate a
lot of water into the Colorado
River Basin, so this is really a
national restoration of the
Southwest. All this water that
evaporates in this region and
these wetlands around Laguna
Salada and the Salton Sea can
add water to the Colorado River
Basin, which is a little different
from the other projects you'll see
here tonight, that we can actually
fully restore and add precipita-
tion in the Colorado River
Basin."  

Richard Coles, senior vice
president of water infrastructure
at Cordoba Group, presented a
less fleshed-out plan and noted
that the company is still consider-
ing alternatives and feasibility. 

Cordoba Group is putting
together a plan that would pipe
water from the Sea of Cortez,
starting either at San Felipe or
Golfo de Santa Clara, and run-
ning along either the west side or
the east side of the Imperial
Valley, respectively. Coles said
that one of the biggest hurdles his
company is looking to overcome
is how to manage the salt byprod-
ucts of any desalination plan. 

"Salinity management is a
huge issue," Coles said. "We
believe that management of that
salt would be critical to the long-
term success of the project itself." 

Michael Clinton, a former
general manager of the IID, now
with Las Vegas-based GEI
Consultants, also expressed con-
cern about what could be done
with the estimated 100 million
tons of salt that would need to be
removed from ocean water every
year before it is introduced into
the Salton Sea. 

Clinton said that his company
is looking at different ways to
dispose of the salt, including
dumping it in abandoned mines
or possibly back into the ocean.
He said that he's been working on
a solution for the Salton Sea since
the late 1990s. 

"The potential solution has
come to a point where we see a
few constraints that are difficult
to overcome," said Clinton,
adding that, like Agess, GEI has
also started looking at solutions
that will help to restore the
Colorado River Basin as well as
the Salton Sea. 

"Unless there is an augmenta-
tion program for the Colorado
River, there is no solution to the
Salton Sea," he said.

Geothermal Worldwide
President and CEO Nikola Lakic

presented a comprehensive plan
that would refill Laguna Salada,
redirect the New and Alamo
rivers back to Mexico, and build
three pipelines north to the Salton
Sea, powered by solar panels on
the pipelines themselves. 

The easternmost pipeline
would also connect to a state-of-
the-art geothermal facility on the
East Mesa that would use ocean
water from the pipeline to gener-
ate electricity, potable water, and
use the geothermal brine to
extract battery-grade lithium.
Lakic said the project has the
potential to create more than $1
billion in revenue each year. A
second phase would involve an
additional pipeline from Long
Beach to the north shore of the
Salton Sea. 

"It's a comprehensive design,
it's huge," Lakic said. "It's the
project of the century. It could be
compared to the Hoover Dam in
the '30s." 

Roberto Cossio, president of
Mexicali-based Quadrant II, was
pessimistic about the idea of
refilling Laguna Salada, saying
that it would cause social issues
with the Cocopah tribe, which
owns one-third of the land in
question. 

"They don't want La Salada
flooded and there are many rea-
sons for that and most of them are
social," Cossio said. "We cannot
deposit residual hypersaline
waters in Mexico, we cannot
cause social distress. Those are
things that we have to take into
consideration for each one of
these projects."

Right now, Quadrant II holds
exclusive development rights in
the Laguna Salada, and Cossio
said that he sees his company as
"facilitators" who would like to
partner with an American entity.
Quadrant II would bring water to
the border via a 100-kilometer
pipeline from a series of 160
beach wells in the Colorado
River Delta and seek an
American partner to bring it the
rest of the way to the Salton Sea. 

Cossio was one of the many
voices calling on all of those
working on separate plans to
come together. 

"I think it's time to make a list
of weaknesses and strong points
of all the projects in order to put
together a real solution," he said.
"We cannot prevail by making a
solitary effort. We need to find
common ground and push this
project to the end." 

The final presenter at the con-
ference, Tom Sephton with
Sephton Water Technologies,
said that selling salt byproducts
would be key to the success of
any of the projects, pointing out
that the value of and demand for
salt has been growing steadily in
recent years. 

Sephton's plan involves using
a canal to bring water north from
the Sea of Cortez, through
Laguna Salada, and then to a
desalination plant that would pro-
duce electricity, potable water,
and 15-20 million tons of salt per
year. The project would cost
$600 million to build, and
Septhon said that it has the poten-
tial to bring in billions of dollars
in profit every year. 

"Salt is worth, ton for ton, a
hundred times as much as puri-
fied water," Sephton said. "You
have to use a canal to efficiently
deliver water, salt being a hun-
dred times more valuable per ton,
you can afford to bag it, load it on
a rail car or truck, and ship it to
customers outside the area. You
can also use salt for various
industrial processes, leather tan-
ning, food processing ... both rel-
evant in Imperial County."

EcoMedia's Morrison ended
the proceedings with another call
for unity. 

"There are some overlapping
ideas and there are some concepts
that can complement each other,
so we encourage you to find a
way to work together and present
some of these plans either as one
or simplify this so that it's the
state's obvious choice," he said.
"You are all experts, let's find a
way to make the state understand
that this is the obvious compli-
mentary choice." 

Salton Sea......................................from page one

Agess Inc. presented one of nine plans during a Zoom confer-
ence Jan. 31 to move ocean water from the Sea of Cortez to the
Salton Sea. An Agess slide shows the company's plan to add
water to the Salton Sea via a pipeline from Laguna Salada, a dry
lakebed that would be flooded to create a reservoir for ocean
water from the Sea of Cortez. COURTESY IMAGE

The shoreline of the Salton Sea has been receding for decades
due to decreased agricultural runoff, leaving behind a toxic mix
of sand, pesticides, and other toxins known as playa that can
become airborne and cause health problems for residents in
surrounding communities.
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