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BY JULIO MORALES
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HOLTVILLE — For the first time in 
over a year, select students were allowed 
to return to Holtville High School for tra-
ditional in-person instruction on Tuesday, 
March 30.

The timing of the reopening of the cam-
pus for in-person instruction could not 
have come sooner for senior Raymond 
Castillo, who said that distance learning 
has been “pretty rough” for him.

The 18-year-old said that he encoun-
tered just three of his peers during the six 
different classes he attended on Tuesday. 
He also credited his parents for pushing 
him to return to the campus for in-person 
instruction.

SENIORS HEAD
BACK TO CLASSBACK TO CLASS
EDUCATION

Holtville High School Teachers Welcome Students

The Barbara Worth Country Club and Pentagonal Brewing Co. hosted a luncheon of burgers and fries 
and face-to-face conversation for the Holtville High School Class of 2021 on Sunday, March 28. A 
group of parents, including Mariana Garewal, sister of Barbara Worth Country Club owner Eddie Me-
jorado, helped organize the event. She has a senior daughter, Abby. | CAMILO GARCIA JR. PHOTO

Holtville High senior Raymond Castillo, 18, was one 
of 11 students who returned to in-class instruction 
at the campus on Tuesday, March 30, after a year 
of distance learning. | JULIO MORALES PHOTO

BY RICHARD  
MONTENEGRO BROWN
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

A Mexicali man was charged in federal 
court on Tuesday, March 30, with coor-
dinating the March 2 human-smuggling 
event that led to the deaths of 13 Mexican 
and Guatemalan nationals in a crash near 

Holtville, according 
to the United States 
Attorney’s Office.

Jose Cruz No-
guez, age 47, a legal 
permanent resident 
of the United States, 
was taken into cus-
tody on Monday 
night, March 29 as 
he crossed into the 

U.S. from Mexico at a Calexico-area Port 
of Entry. 

Cruz made his first appearance in feder-
al court in El Centro on Tuesday via tele-
conference before U.S. Magistrate Judge 
Ruth Bermudez Montenegro.

Cruz has been charged with “conspiracy 
to bring aliens to the United States outside 
a port of entry causing serious bodily inju-
ry/placing a life in jeopardy” and “bring-
ing in aliens without presentation for fi-
nancial gain,” the press release states.

Judge Montenegro ordered that Cruz 
remain in custody and scheduled a deten-
tion hearing for Monday, April 5, at 9 a.m.

Arrest 
Made in 
Deadly 
Holtville 
Crash
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NOGUEZ

JULIO MORALES
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

CALEXICO — Though of-
ten overlooked, farmworkers 
found themselves receiving a 
wider degree of recognition 
when they were designated as 
essential workers at the onset 
of the COVID-19 pandemic.

The designation was a can-
did acknowledgment by the 
federal government of the vi-
tal role that farmworkers play 
in the food supply chain and 
economy.

It was also well deserved, 
said Calexico resident and 
former farmworker organizer 
Rosario “Doña Chayo” Pe-
layo.

“In reality, they are the ones 
who help put food on the 
kitchen tables,” Pelayo said 
in Spanish, referring to farm-
workers. “If it wasn’t for them, 
then what would happen?”

As a former farmworker, 
Pelayo said she knows how it 
feels to feel unappreciated and 
exploited in the workplace. As 
a former United Farm Work-

ers organizer, she had devot-
ed her life to changing those 
prevailing conditions and, in 
the process, experienced both 
success, heartbreak, and ac-
claim.

And while a new generation 
of farmworker advocates have 
been pushing locally for more 
resources to be devoted to the 
workers during the pandem-
ic, Pelayo’s own legacy still 
enjoys wide recognition and 
is continuously reaching new 
audiences.

COMMUNITY

Doña Chayo’s Fire Still Burns for ‘La Causa’

PELAYOSee DONA CHAYO, PAGE 7
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ABATTI TAKES IID
WATER RIGHTS FIGHT 
TO SUPREME COURT
SEE PAGE ?
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BY RICHARD  
MONTENEGRO BROWN  
& ELIZABETH VARIN
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

Imperial Valley grower, land-
owner, and former elected offi-
cial Michael Abatti has filed a pe-
tition for “writ of certiorari” with 
the U.S. Supreme Court seeking 

review of 
the Califor-
nia Court 
of Appeal, 
F o u r t h 
Ap p e l l a t e 
D i s t r i c t ’s 
d e c i s i o n 
in Abatti 
v. Imperial 
Ir r igat ion 

District, according to a press re-
lease from Abatti and his legal 
team.

Abatti is seeking to overturn a 
previous appellate court ruling 
that asserts Imperial Irrigation 
District is the “sole owner” of 
water rights in the Valley, and 
farmers do “not (have) an appur-
tenant water right” but rather are 
entitled merely to “water service” 
that is subject to modification by 
the district at its discretion, the 
press release states.

“Well, the district held a posi-
tion that farmers in the Imperial 
Valley have the property right. 
The Supreme Court agreed with 
that (in the 1980s),” Abatti said 
during a telephone interview 
with this newspaper on Wednes-
day morning, March 31. 

“Now, they’ve (the IID) flip 
flopped. They’ve flip flopped on 
this. I speak for a whole lot of 
farmers with this,” Abatti added.

It wasn’t immediately clear 
when the petition was filed. The 
press release from Abatti is dated 
Monday, March 29.

The Imperial Irrigation Dis-
trict was made aware of Abatti’s 
filing to the nation’s highest court 
on Tuesday, March 30.

It is “critical we have this re-
solved,” IID board President 
James Hanks told this newspaper 
on Wednesday morning.

“We’ve known all along that 
both parties, regardless of the 
outcome, we would take it all the 
way,” Hanks said. “Whether the 
U.S. Supreme Court agrees to 
hear it will be the challenge.”

That’s why Abatti’s legal team 
is trying to frame the case as a 
federal issue, so it qualifies to be 
heard, he said.

“One thing about it, when it 
gets through the court it will be 
resolved,” Hanks added. “These 
things need certainty. There will 
be certainty when this is all done.

“... We feel comfortable in our 
position,” Hanks said, adding 

that with court cases, one can’t 
predict which way a judge will 
rule. “We don’t feel so overly con-
fident that we don’t prepare.”

The “writ of certiorari” peti-
tion, which means to be “fully 
informed” and seeks to have an 
appellate court review a case at 
its discretion, is arguing that 
the California appellate court 
ignored federal law and the Su-
preme Court’s prior ruling in 
Bryant v. Yellen (1980) regard-
ing the rights of Imperial Valley 
farmers, the Abatti release states.

In the Bryant case to which the 
Imperial Irrigation District was 
a party, according to the release, 
the district had argued that farm-
ers, not the district, owned water 
rights which were appurtenant to 
their lands consistent with feder-
al law under the provisions of “§ 
8 of the 1902 Reclamation Act,” 
which provides “(t)he right to the 
use of water acquired under the 
provisions of this (Reclamation) 
Act shall be appurtenant to the 
land irrigated, and beneficial use 
shall be the basis, the measure, 
and the limit of the right.”  

The Supreme Court agreed.
Abatti’s legal apparently as-

serts, according to the press re-
lease, the IID abandoned this 
position in its defense of its 2013 
Equitable Distribution Plan that 
Abatti contested as being unfair 
to farmers.

“Abatti described the district’s 
reversal of its prior position on 
water rights as being politically 
motivated by non‐farming inter-
ests in the Imperial Valley,” the 
release stated.

Following a trial court ruling 
in which Abatti prevailed on the 
merits of his case in an Imperi-
al County Superior Court under 
Judge Brooks Anderholt, the dis-

trict appealed the ruling to the 
Fourth District Appellate Court, 
which reversed many of the tri-
al court’s rulings, including the 
finding that farmers owned a 
protectable interest in the water, 
according to the Abatti press re-
leaase.

A petition for review by the 
California Supreme Court was 
subsequently submitted by Abat-
ti and denied.

“The case is significant to the 
farmers in the Imperial Valley 
and other areas across the west-
ern United States served by fed-
eral reclamation projects where 
landowners depend on a secure 
and protectable interest in the 
water they use to support their 
farms,” the press release reads.

“The Imperial Valley is one of 
the nation’s largest farming dis-
tricts supporting an agricultural 
economy of over $2 billion an-
nually. Two‐thirds of the nation’s 
winter vegetables are grown 
in Imperial Valley,” the release 
states.

On Wednesday morning, Wal-
ly Leimgruber, founder of the 
Imperial Valley Coalition for Fair 
Sharing of Water, said he dis-
agrees with Abatti seeking an au-
dience with the Supreme Court.

I.V. Coalition for Fair Sharing 
of Water was one of several local 
groups to file an “amicus brief,” 
or friend of the court brief, on 
behalf of the IID’s appeal to the 
Fourth Appellate Court in spring 
2019.

“I.V. Coalition for Fair Shar-
ing of Water believes that the 
106-page ruling put forth from 
the three-member appeals court 
stating that IID holds the water 
in trust for all water users in the 
service area should stand,” Leim-
gruber said.
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Week of March 22
Adult Healthy Relationships During a Pandemic
GUEST SPEAKER: Sergio Felipe Hernandez, AMFT Associate Mar-

riage and Family Therapist Mental Health Counselor Adult Services
Adulthood contains a number of life challenges, possibly 

including the beginning or ending of romantic  relationships, 
career choices, parenting, aging, and adult steps and stages. 

With therapist Sergio Hernandez, we  focus on all of these 
relational aspects in the context of this pandemic. He shares 

common concerns and helpful strategies in supporting 
ourselves and other adults through the remainder of the 

pandemic and its restrictions.

Semana del 22 de marzo
Relaciones Saludables entre 

Adultos Durante una Pandemia
ORADOR INVITADO: Monica Pinto Asociada Registrada para  
Terapia Matrimonial y Familiar Consejera de Salud Mental

La edad adulta contiene una serie de desafíos de la vida, que 
posiblemente incluyan el comienzo o el final de relaciones 

románticas, elecciones de carrera, paternidad, envejecimiento y 
los pasos y etapas adultas. Con la terapeuta Monica Pinto , nos 
enfocamos en todos estos aspectos relacionales en el contexto 

de esta pandemia. Ella comparte preocupaciones comunes y 
estrategias útiles de apoyo para nosotros mismos y a otros adultos 

durante el resto de la pandemia y sus restricciones.

REGION

POLICE BRIEFS
STAFF REPORT

HOLTVILLE — The following 
reports were collected from the 
Imperial County Sheriff ’s Office 
call logs for the Holtville sub-
station from March 23 through 
March 29.

TUESDAY, MARCH 23
8:48 a.m.: A resident of West 

Olive Avenue called police and 
requested to speak to a deputy 
regarding ongoing problems with 
a neighbor leaving dirty water in 
front of his door. 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 24
1:14 p.m.: A Holtville resident 

called the Sheriff ’s Department to 
report receiving harassing phone 
calls from a male subject trying to 
take her money. 

THURSDAY, MARCH 25
9 a.m.: A resident of West 

Ninth Street reported that an un-
known female subject wearing a 
black jacket, gray pants and a pink 
mask was roaming around in the 
area and looking at a vacant lot. 

10:20 a.m.: An Imperial Irri-

gation District employee called 
deputies to report spotting a ve-
hicle at a residence in Holtville 
that was trying to replicate an IID 
vehicle using a stick-on magnet. 
The caller advised deputies that 
the IID doesn’t use magnets and 
that they believed the vehicle in 
question had been involved in a 
chase with the U.S. Border Patrol 
over the weekend. 

11:52 a.m.: A Holtville resident 
called the Sheriff ’s Department to 
complain about a neighbor wash-
ing cars in the street and leaving 
puddles. Deputies were unable to 
locate anybody washing cars in 
the area. 

1:59 p.m.: The Sheriff ’s De-
partment received a report of a 
subject riding a dirt bike through 
the field at Holtville Middle 
School. Deputies were unable to 
locate the rider and discovered 
no damages to the field. 

5:49 p.m.: A Circle Drive res-
ident called 911 to report smoke 
inside her home. The resident 
was advised to wait outside for 
the Fire Department. Firefighters 
found and extinguished a small 
kitchen fire.

Abatti Petitions Supreme Court Over IID Scrap

The highline canal is shown at full capacity as it brings Colorado River water via the All-American Canal to the farm fields of 
Imperial Valley. | FILE PHOTO

ABATTI
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It was not available from the 
U.S. Attorney’s Office where Cruz 
was being held.

“These smuggling networks 
seek maximum profit by moving 
as many people as possible across 
the border with zero regard for 
their safety and well-being,” stat-
ed Acting U.S. Attorney Randy 
Grossman in the press release. 

“Cramming dozens of people 
into eight-passenger vehicles and 
driving recklessly to avoid detec-
tion shows an utter disregard for 
human life. We will find and pros-
ecute smugglers who use these 
methods and cause such tragic 
and avoidable deaths,” Grossman 
states.

Cruz’s arrest is the first on re-
cord tied to the deadly crash at 
the intersection of Highway 115 
and Norrish Road about two to 
three miles northwest of Holtville. 

Some 25 immigrants, including 
the driver, were crammed packed 
into a Ford Expedition that en-
tered the United States illegally 
through a 10-foot breach in the 
border fence about 30 miles east 
of Calexico.

Heading west on Norrish Road, 
the sport-utility vehicle, which 
had its seats removed to fit that 
many passengers, was T-boned in 
the intersection of Highway 115 
by a Peterbilt semi-truck traveling 
north. 

The SUV, driven by Mexica-
li resident Jairo de Jesus Dueñas 
Landin, 28, had run the post-
ed stop sign when it was struck, 
ejecting numerous passengers 
onto the roadway.

Twelve people died at the scene 
and one other died in El Centro 
Regional Medical Center shortly 
after.

The accident was described as 
“gruesome” by Imperial County 
Fire Chief Alfredo Estrada, but 
for those who were among the 
first to arrive and render aid to, it 
was a scene of nightmares.

Holtville Fire Chief Alex Silva 
was one of those early arrivals to 
witness the dead and dying tossed 
about the intersection, and it af-
fected him and his department 
greatly. In the days after the acci-
dent, Silva and his first respond-
ers sought counseling.

“I’m so glad someone is go-
ing to pay for this,” Silva said on 
Wednesday morning, March 31, 
after learning of Cruz’s arrest. 

“Nothing’s going to bring any of 
them back, but hopefully (Cruz’s 
arrest and prosecution) will pre-
vent someone else from getting 
hurt,” Silva added.

Cruz came to the attention of 
law enforcement when he was 

identified by another suspected 
smuggler who claimed to be an 
associate of Cruz, according to 
the U.S. Attorney’s Office. The as-
sociate was arrested at the Campo 
Border Patrol Station for an unre-
lated smuggling event on March 
15, two weeks after the fatal crash 
in Holtville. 

The associate pointed the finger 
at Cruz, telling authorities he had 
worked for Cruz in the past, and 
had been recruited by Cruz to be 
the driver of the ill-fated vehicle 
from that tragic day, the release 
stated.

Cruz had offered him $1,000 
per passenger, but he declined, 
according to the criminal com-
plaint against Cruz by the U.S. 
Attorney’s Office.

At the hearing on Tuesday, 
Cruz was advised of the charges 
pending against him. The matter 
was set for a preliminary hearing 
on April 13 at 9 a.m. and arraign-
ment on April 27, also at 9 a.m. 
before Judge Montenegro. The 
court appointed federal defenders 
as defense counsel in this case.

If found guilty of the first 
charge of conspiracy to bringing 
aliens to the United States and 
causing injury, he could face a 
maximum sentence of 20 years in 
federal prison, according to the 
press release.

If convicted on the second 
charge of bringing in immigrants 
for financial gain, Cruz could face 
for a first or second violation, not 
less than three years or more than 
10 years in custody. For a third vi-
olation, not less than five years or 
more than 15 years of custody, the 
release states.

Cruz’s Connection Detailed in 
Complaint

The suspected smuggler caught 
in Campo who claimed to be an 
associate of Cruz participated in 
a secretly recorded conversation 
with Cruz on Friday, March 26, 
according to the complaint. 

During that call, Cruz con-
firmed his involvement in the 
March 2 smuggling incident that 
led to the crash, including that 
his other associates cut the bor-
der fence, that the vehicles were 
fully loaded, and that he collected 
money for the job, according to 
the press release.

Cruz stated there were 60 “pol-
los” — his term for customers 
looking to cross illegally — in 
the two vehicles and the driver 
(of one of the vehicles) was going 
to make $28,000, the complaint 
states. 

“The associate told authorities 
he had grown up in Mexicali and 
had known Cruz for several years. 
He said that he illegally entered 
the United States six months ago 
and started working for Cruz, 

who he described as a coordina-
tor.”

He said Cruz paid him to drive 
individuals who are in the United 
States illegally from El Centro to 
Los Angeles, and that Cruz re-
quired him to harbor an individu-
al who was illegally in the United 
States at his home in El Centro, 
the complaint states.

Additionally, the complaint 
states, the associate said Cruz re-
quired that he scout areas near El 
Centro, where Cruz had groups 
of people illegally enter the Unit-
ed States. 

Cruz oversees the transpor-
tation of individuals who are in 
the United States illegally to stash 
houses, collects smuggling pay-
ments from family members or 
sponsors, recruits drivers, and 
scouts for the presence of law en-
forcement, the press release and 
complaint states. 

The associate stated that two 
weeks prior to the March 2 smug-
gling event, Cruz attempted to 
recruit him to drive one of the 
smuggling vehicles north from 
Mexico into the United States 
through a section of the fence that 
Cruz said would be breached, the 
complaint states.

Cruz told his associate there 
would be up to 20 people in the 
vehicle and that the associate 
would be paid $1,000 per per-

son for the job, according to the 
complaint, which also said Cruz 
told the associate that Cruz would 
oversee the smuggling event and 
would arrange for the vehicles 
that crossed to go to a stash house 
in Holtville. 

The associate claimed he de-
clined Cruz’s offer.

LIVES AFFECTED 
BY SMUGGLING EVENT, 

CRASH
It remains to be seen whether 

Cruz will be found guilty of the 
crimes against him, but this case 
already has affected many lives.

Those killed in the crash were 
Mexican nationals Carolina 
Ramirez Perez, 32; Jesus Gilberto 
Rojas Romero, 19; Raquel Mar-
tinez Aparicio, 39; Maria Isabel 
Patiño Boyzo, 34; Rosalia Gonza-
lez Garcia, 32; Maria Guadalupe 
Vargas Mendez, 49; Felix Josefino 
Rodriguez Medina, 53; Jose Rog-
elio Mendez Orozco, 51; Gumaro 
Samuel Ramirez Cortez, 39; Ar-
nulfo Mora Talavera, 42, and the 
driver, Jairo Dueñas.

Guatemalan nationals who 
died in the accident were Magda-
lena Elizabeth Lopez Escobar, 20, 
and Yesenia Magali Melendrez 
Cardona, 23, of Chiquimulilla, 
Guatemala.

Injured in the crush was the 

semi driver, 68-year-old Joe Bel-
tran of El Centro, who sustained 
major but nonlife-threatening 
injuries and had to be airlifted to 
Desert Regional Medical Center 
in Palm Springs.

Beltran, a Havens & Sons driv-
er, reportedly returned home a 
day later, March 3, according to a 
statement issued to the media by 
Beltran’s family.

Beltran suffered seven broken 
ribs and a deep bruise to his knee 
and was in “a lot of pain” from his 
chest injuries, his family stated 
on March 10.

The 12 injured in the Ford Ex-
pedition included Rene Zelan-
do, 30, of Nayarit, Mexico; Berti 
Orozco, 21, of Guatemala City, 
Guatemala; Zeterina Mendoza, 
33, of Guerrero, Mexico; Camilio 
Rodriguez, 44, of Santa Maria 
Del Oro, Mexico; Jose Martinez, 
16, of Guerrero, Mexico; Verlyn 
Cardona, 47, of Chiquimulilla, 
Guatemala; Darlin Liliana Roble-
do, 20, from Tapachula, Mexico; 
Avelardo Nava, 18, of Guerrero, 
Mexico; Manuel Rufino, 39, of 
Oaxaca, Mexico; Jorge Gutierrez 
Martinez, 24, and Esteban Mon-
tiel, 22, no countries of origin 
given as of March 15; and the 
youngest occupant of the Ex-
pedition, a 15-year-old female 
who had not been identified as of 
March 15.

LOCAL NEWS

Indoor Sports OK’d at Private or Public Schools?

Check out the latest musings from 
editorial cartoonist Dave Garcia/Gilgar.

CRASH
From Page 1

STAFF REPORT

IMPERIAL COUNTY — Ac-
cording to metrics released by the 
State of California on Tuesday, 
March 30, Imperial County has not 
met the requirements necessary to 
advance to the Orange Tier of the 
California Blueprint for a Safer 
Economy. 

As a result, the county must re-
main in the Red Tier for at least 

two additional weeks, according to 
a press release from the Imperial 
County Public Health Department. 

In order to move to Orange, 
counties must, for two consecu-
tive weeks, maintain a positivity 
rate of 2 percent to 4.9 percent, a 
health equity positivity less than 
5.2 percent, and an adjusted case 
rate of no greater than 3.9 cas-
es per 100,000 residents per day. 
Imperial County successfully met 

the requirements last week but fell 
short this week due to an adjusted 
case rate of 5.4 cases per 100,000. 
Metrics are based on a seven-day 
average with a seven-day lag. 

“This is a reminder that although 
we have seen significant improve-
ment, COVID-19 continues to 
circulate and positive cases are 
still occurring,” stated Dr. Stephen 
Munday, Imperial County Health 
Officer, in the press release. 

“We can’t let our guard down. 
We must continue to take the steps 
necessary to reduce the spread of 
the virus, particularly as spring 
break and Easter approaches. The 
last thing we want to have happen 
is the spike in cases that we expe-
rienced during last year’s holiday 
season,” Munday added.

Imperial County residents 
are urged to continue to follow 
COVID-19 safety precautions in-

cluding wearing face coverings, 
staying at home when sick, practic-
ing appropriate distancing, avoid-
ing gatherings, except as permitted, 
and getting fully vaccinated when 
vaccine becomes available. 

To check eligibility for the 
COVID-19 vaccines and to register 
for available COVID-19 vaccine 
clinics, residents are encouraged to 
enroll in the State’s My Turn system 
at myturn.ca.gov

COVID-19

Imperial County to Remain in Red Tier for Now
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DON’T BE
A VICTIM!

BEWARE OF
SCAMS

WHERE CUSTOMERS
ALWAYS COME FIRST.

DEAR IID CUSTOMER
IF YOU GET A CALL DEMANDING IMMEDIATE PAYMENT:

• DO NOT call the number back.
• Never give personal or financial information over             
   the phone when someone  calls you.

1

2

3

HANG UP

CALL IID
• Dial us toll-free at 1-800-303-7756.
• Check your account status.
• Report a fraudulent call.

REALIZE THAT YOU
ARE IN CONTROL

Holtville Tribune
Your No. 1 Local News Source in Print and Online!

holtvilletribune.com
To subscribe the print edition, 

call (760) 339-4899

• Breaking News
• Local Viewpoints
• Local Sports Coverage

• Obituaries
• Photos of Local  Events
• Plus much more!

DERMA’S FLOOR COVERINGS
IN BUSINESS SINCE 1978

Free Estimates!Free Estimates!
Open Monday-Friday, 

8 a.m. to 6 p.m.
760-355-2483 or 760-355-2484

220 No. J Street, Imperial, CA 92251
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SPORTS

HOLTVILLE SPORTS PAGE BROUGHT TO YOU BY:

(760) 356-1192 (760) 356-4381 (760) 337-3883 (760) 356-5800

Barbara Worth 
Country Club

(877) 482-5656

433 W. 5th Street,  
Holtville

(760) 356-4103

Vikings Take Buzz 
Out of Yellowjackets

FOOTBALL

Senior Night Delivers 
Impressive 27-6 Win on 
Backs of Underclassmen
BY MICHAEL GOODSELL
FOR THE HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — Scoring twice late in the first half and 
once in each of the last two quarters, the Holtville High 
School football team dominated the Palo Verde High of 
Blythe Yellowjackets for a convincing 27-6 Desert League 
win on Senior Night at Birger Field on Saturday, March 27.

Holtville senior students participating in football, band 
and cheer were introduced along with their parents at half-
time with Saturday’s game being the last home football 
game during this COVID-shortened season.

On the field, it was the Holtville (1-2 overall, 1-0 in DL 
action) underclassmen who showed their stuff. Senior run-
ning backs Jose Devoux and Abraham Ramos did not play 
most of the game as they are still recovering from injuries 
suffered two weeks ago in the Vikings’ opener.

“I’m just happy we had the opportunity to have a Senior 
Night and recognize these kids who’ve had so much tak-
en away from them this year,” said Jason Turner, Holtville’s 

head coach. “On the field it was good to see what some of 
these other players are capable of when given the oppor-
tunity.”

The Vikings controlled the ball for most of the first half 
with Palo Verde (0-1 overall and in DL play) players getting 
their first opportunity on offense with just four minutes left 
in the first quarter after the home team’s initial drive stalled 
at the Yellowjackets’ 5-yard line.

Holtville High junior Payton Iten eludes Palo Verde defenders during the Vikings’ Desert League matchup with the Yellowjackets at Birger 
Field in Holtville on Saturday, March 27. | CATHI PHILLIPS LARIOS PHOTOS

Holtville High senior C.J. Nuñez gets tripped up by a Palo Verde de-
fender during a Desert League matchup at Birger Field in Holtville 
on Saturday, March 27.

See FOOTBALL, PAGE 8

SOFTBALL

BY MURRAY ANDERSON
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

CALEXICO — One play can change momentum 
in any sport, and it was a defensive play that keyed 
the Holtville High softball team’s late rally to down 
Calexico, 12-10, in the nonleague, season-opener 
for both schools at Emerson Field here Tuesday, 
March 23.

Leading 7-1 in the bottom of the fifth inning with 
two outs and runners in scoring position, Calexico 
was poised to add more runs when Vikings’ soph-
omore Demi Johnston made a diving stop at third 
base and threw to first to record the final out and 
end the scoring threat. 

That play woke up the Holtville dugout and 
seemed to ignite the Vikings’ stagnant offense.

“That was huge for us. That was the momentum 
switch because they would have scored one or two 
more runs that inning for sure,” said Melissa Sny-
der, Holtville’s head coach. “And right after that is 
when we started scoring, putting the ball in play, 
and realizing we could come back and win.”

The Vikings scored five runs in the sixth inning 
to draw within 7-6, but the Bulldogs added three 
runs in the bottom of the sixth to get some breath-
ing room at 10-6, heading to the final frame.

Holtville had a big final inning, scoring six runs 
and taking advantage of every opportunity.

“We had some walks and some hit batters to get 
on base, and we were able to capitalize on their 
mistakes,” Snyder said.

Vikings’ freshman Brooke Strahm led the offense 
with two hits, an RBI, and a run scored. Johnston 
finished with a hit, a walk, a hit-by-pitch, a stolen 
base, and scored three runs. Sophomore Kamryn 
Walker also had a hit, RBI, walk, and two stolen 
bases to lead Holtville.

Vikings  
Rally Late  
to Conquer 
Bulldogs

Holtville High School’s Kaitlyn Havens crosses home plate 
in front of Calexico High School catcher Natalie Gonzalez 
during their softball game at Emerson Field in Calexico on 
Tuesday, March 23. | CAMILO GARCIA JR. PHOTO

See SOFTBALL, PAGE 8

BY MURRAY ANDERSON
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — With only a week of practice, 
the Holtville High School baseball team opened 
its season with a three-game week, defeating Im-
perial and Central Union after losing the opening 
game of the season to Southwest.

The Vikings (2-1) only began practice on March 
15 and seven days later found themselves up 

against traditional Imperial Valley League pow-
erhouse Southwest. The Eagles, predicted to be 
a top-two team in the IVL, scored the victory in 
Holtville, 6-3, but had trouble putting away the 
feisty Vikings.

Southwest got four runs in the top of the first 
inning and added two in the third before the Vi-
kings made some noise with a run in the bottom 
of the third and two runs in the sixth. 

Vikings Beat Imperial, Central in Opening Week
BASEBALL

Holtville High School 
senior Norbert Irun-
garay scores a run 
during the Vikings’ 
nonleague game 
against Central Union 
High in Holtville on 
Wednesday, March 
24. | CATHI PHILLIPS 
LARIOS PHOTOSee BASEBALL, PAGE 8
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“They were the ones who were 
adamant about it,” Castillo said.

Tuesday’s reopening of the cam-
pus was exclusively for seniors 
whose last name started with a 
letter between A through L. On 
Thursday, April 1, seniors with 
last names M-Z will be allowed to 
resume in-person instruction. 

The two groups of seniors will 
then continue attending in-per-
son classes on their respective day 
of the week.

All told, 11 such seniors attend-

ed traditional in-person classes 
on Tuesday. The high school has 
a senior class of about 120 stu-
dents, of which an estimated 30 
percent of their parents indicated 
in a survey that they would like 
to have their children return for 
in-person instruction, Principal 
Anthony Arevalo said.

As of Tuesday, all the high 
school’s faculty that teach seniors 
were on campus.

Tuesday’s milestone was a wel-
come one for English teacher 
Mike Goodsell.

“Today was the first day I’ve 
seen a student in my room in over 
a year,” he said.

Though he referred to the over-
all attendance of seniors in his 
classes as a “sprinkling,” Goodsell 
said he expected their number to 
increase following the weeklong 
spring break of April 2-9.

The current hybrid model em-
ployed at the campus means that 
faculty continues to teach distant 
learners while those in attendance 
on campus are following that in-
struction, as well.

Math teacher James Anderholt 
said that the six periods he taught 
on Tuesday attracted a total of 
five seniors, with one such period 
containing two seniors in atten-
dance on campus. 

The resumption of traditional 
in-person classes also made for a 
less lonely experience compared 
to distance learning, he said. 

“It was nice,” Anderholt said.
And although math is the type 

of subject matter that students 
can practice learning with direct 
instructions that translate easi-
ly online, in-person instruction 
provides additional opportunities 
for greater interaction and discus-
sion, he said.

Agricultural science teacher 
Jennifer Sutter also had a total of 
five seniors attend her classes on 
Tuesday. But in contrast to those 
learning online, those five were 
able to disconnect from the com-
puter for their assignment of the 
day.

“They’re working on a differ-
ent project in the classroom now,” 
Sutter said.

Going forward, she said she ex-
pects most of her onsite students’ 
studies to transition to outside of 
the classroom and involve more 
hands-on training. 

“As an agriculture teacher, 
being online is like our worst 
nightmare,” Sutter said. “It’s real-
ly hard for students to experience 
something when they’re looking 
through a screen.”

Fellow agricultural science and 

chemistry teacher Carson Cronk-
right expressed a similar opinion 
about the benefits of in-person 
learning compared to online 
learning.

“I think there’s a huge learning 
gap between online and in per-
son,” Cronkright said.

On his first day of in-person 
instruction, art teacher Alfredo 
Guzman said he was personally 
happy to see some students he 
had yet to meet in person as well 
as returning students from previ-
ous years. 

The overall attendance for his 
different periods was capped at 
five seniors, as well. While the 
hybrid teaching model requires 
his focus to remain on the distant 
learners, the students who were 
on campus on Tuesday had in-
creased opportunities for one-on-
one assistance.  

“It’s way better to help a kid in 
person,” Guzman said.

Aside from the estimated 28 
Holtville High teachers that were 
present on Tuesday, an additional 
four paraprofessionals, four cus-
todians, one librarian, one techni-
cian and two counselors were on 
hand, too, said Principal Arevalo.  

Prior to the start of Tuesday’s 
in-person instruction, the cam-
pus had also been hosting eight 
academic cohorts that totaled 
about 15 students, Arevalo said. 
Those cohorts provided eligible 
students with supplemental in-
struction that differed from tradi-
tional in-person instruction.

In the coming weeks, addition-
al high school students will be 
allowed to return for in-person 
instruction on designated days 
of the week as part of the hy-
brid teaching model the campus 
has adopted amid the ongoing 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Ninth-grade students are 
scheduled to return for a day of 
in-person instruction starting the 
week of April 19. Eleventh-grad-
ers will follow suit the week of 
April 26, with 10th-graders slated 
for the week of May 3.

Campuses within the Holtville 
Unified School District began to 
resume in-person instruction in 
early March after its COVID-19 

safety plan was approved by local 
and state public health officials 
while the county had remained 
in the Purple Tier of the state’s re-
opening plan. 

The county’s transition to the 
Red Tier of the state’s reopening 
plan on March 9 had also allowed 
for the resumption of in-person 
classes for grades 7-12.

Holtville High seniors who 
may not be returning to the cam-
pus for instruction this week were 
nonetheless provided the oppor-
tunity to gather with their peers at 
the Barbara Worth Country Club 
on Sunday, March 28.

The gathering was organized by 
several parents of high school se-
niors who wanted to host a mem-
orable school-related event for 
their children amid the ongoing 
pandemic, said Mariana Garewal, 
whose daughter, Abby, is a senior.

Garewal’s brother, Eddie Me-
jorado, is the golf resort’s owner 
and had been pestering Garewal 
about hosting such an event at the 
venue for Holtville High’s senior 
class.

“It was nice having the kids 
gather and be able to sit and talk,” 
Garewal said. “Some of them do 
see each other, but a lot of them 
don’t.”

Pentagonal Brewing Co., which 
is located at the resort, provided 
a free lunch of hamburgers and 
fries for the dozens of seniors 
who had made reservations to at-
tend, Garewal said. 

Additional help was provid-
ed by several of Garewal’s fellow 
Holtville residents, including So-
nia Maturino, Annette Carran-
za, Christina Velasco, and Julie 
Chavez.

The group of Holtville moms 
have been keeping contact with 
high school officials to determine 
whether the seniors’ traditionally 
scheduled events and activities 
will take place this school year. In 
the event the ongoing pandemic 
cancels those events, the group 
has plans to step in to provide an 
alternative.

“We’re prepared to plan some-
thing moving forward in case the 
school says it cannot hold any 
events for kids,” Garewal said.

SENIORS
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LEGAL NOTICE

Newsom’s ‘Re-Brand’ of Vietnam Vets Day Just Not Right 
BY TOM HENDERSON

For Vietnam veterans, 
being ignored is not a new 
experience, and it beats 

the receptions we received when 
we returned from Vietnam. Our 
local Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Post 9305 is a small group, but we 
are the last active VFW post in 
Imperial County. 

Although we are a diverse 
group of Vietnam War veterans, 
made up of draftees, those that 
enlisted and officers, we call each 
other “Brother,” because that war 
and its aftermath made us aware 
that we needed to watch out for 
each other as brothers.

We don’t have the ability nor 
the capacity to create large graph-
ic invites and group emails. We 

have relied on our local Facebook 
page and sharing by our members 
to spread the word about our 
activities. Last year, we had the 
assistance of the City of El Centro 
in getting out the news about the 
coming of the AV Mobile Viet-
nam Wall that was to be here for 
Vietnam Veterans Day. Unfortu-
nately, we had to cancel that event 
due to COVID-19.

On (Friday) March 26, we 
announced on our Facebook page 
that (Monday) March 29 was 
Vietnam Veterans Day. Vietnam 
Veterans Day was established 
by Presidential Proclamation in 
2012. We invited any member of 
the public that wanted to join us 
to meet at Evergreen Cemetery at 
0830 or at Bucklin Park at 1000 
hours as we remembered our 

fallen brothers.
Yesterday, we held those 

ceremonies, which included 
a rifle salute by our brothers. 
Unfortunately, there were less 
than 10 members of the public at 
each ceremony. Over the years, 
although it has never been easy, 
we have come to accept the fact 
that the Vietnam War was unpop-
ular and that many would like to 
forget it. That has been one of the 
things that bound us together. 
We refuse to forget that we did 
what our nation called upon us to 
do. We have not forgotten those 
that fell, those that suffered and 
continue to suffer because we 
answered our nation’s call.

However, today (Tuesday, 
March 30) is different for me and 
many of the members of our Post. 

Today, as I was driving in my car, 
I heard that Governor Newsom 
had issued a letter designating 
today as “Welcome Home Viet-
nam Veterans Day.” It hit me like 
a ton of bricks. Was the Governor 
trying to re-date Vietnam Veter-
ans Day or had he, like so many 
Americans, simply forgotten?

I believe it must have been the 
latter, because I can’t believe he 
would attempt to re-designate 
OUR day, the day we had waited 
decades to be established.

We don’t ask much except 
that veterans receive the medical 
treatment and other benefits to 
which we are entitled. Nobody 
serves in the military with the 
hopes of lifelong PTSD issues, or 
the host of service-related condi-
tions that come with serving in 

the military.
We do ask that you remember 

soldiers follow the orders of those 
lawfully appointed above them. If 
there is blame, it is not ours.

We do ask, that you take some 
time on Vietnam Veterans Day, 
Memorial Day, and Veterans Day 
every year to remember those 
that served, those that died, and 
those that continue to carry the 
burdens of that service.

As our Governor, we would 
have appreciated this far more if 
the Proclamation been made and 
published on Vietnam Veterans 
Day, March 29th.

Tom Henderson served as an 
infantry platoon leader with 1st 
Platoon, “D” Co., 1/5 Cavalry, 1st 
Cavalry Division (Airmobile) in 
Vietnam from 1970 to 1971.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
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“A STRUGGLE FROM THE 
HEART”

Now in her 80s, Pelayo is far 
removed from the agricultural 
fields and the activism of her 
past. But she said she takes 
comfort in others’ efforts on 
behalf of farmworkers, espe-
cially during the pandemic. 

So, when local public health 
officials and stakeholders in-
creasingly began to target 
farmworkers for COVID-19 
vaccinations, Pelayo said she 
was equally heartened and 
dismayed. 

“It was necessary for them 
to have done it earlier,” Pelayo 
said.

Pelayo rose to prominence 
within the farmworkers’ 
movement in the 1970s, when 
she developed a reputation for 
being just as dedicated as she 
was fearless. That dedication 
and fearlessness left her with 

a rather lengthy arrest record 
and has been widely chroni-
cled in news reports, books, 
and a film.

As part of the union’s push 
for better pay and working 
conditions in the 1970s and 
’80s, Pelayo and other orga-
nizers often stood on the out-
skirts of the fields to encour-
age non-union farmworkers 
to join their fight. Not content 
to stand on the sidelines, she 
would at times venture onto 
the fields that were being pick-
eted and promptly be arrested.

“Asi fue,” Pelayo said. “That’s 
how it went.”

Her repeated trips to jail are 
detailed, rather humorously, 
in the 2017 book “Chasing the 
Harvest: Migrant Workers in 
California Agriculture” by au-
thor Gabriel Thompson.

In the book, Pelayo narrates 
several arrests, including the 
time she “accidently” let her 
whole hand slip in ink while 
being fingerprinted. 

“It was just an act of rebel-

lion,” Pelayo is quoted in the 
book as saying. “And when I 
did that, the police hit me.”

Such treatment at the hands 
of authorities was hardly out 
of the ordinary for Pelayo. It 
might also explain why she 
gave as good as she got. 

During a lettuce strike in El 
Centro in 1974, Pelayo inter-
vened when she had reported-
ly seen a law enforcement offi-
cial striking her fellow female 
coworkers with a baton. Her 
initial scuffle with that county 
sheriff ’s deputy likewise drew 
the intervention of two more.

“I slapped the three of 
them,” Pelayo told the author 
Thompson. “So they took me 
to jail and everybody made 
fun of them, because a woman 
had hit them.”

One of her many arrests 
was also captured in 1973 by 
the documentary filmmakers 
of “Fighting For Our Lives,” 
which was nominated for an 
Academy Award in 1976 for 
best documentary feature.

In that film clip, Pelayo 
— fresh out of jail — is seen 
urging field workers to go on 
strike. Shortly afterward, her 
and her sister are loaded into 
the back of a county sheriff ’s 
paddy wagon while shouting 
“Viva la Huelga,” or “Long 
Live the Strike” in English. 

Eventually, Pelayo parted 
ways with the union in 1981, 
after a faction within the UFW 
falsely accused her and oth-
er farmworker organizers of 
seeking seats on its executive 
board in order to oust its lead-
er Cesar Chavez. 

Regardless, she remains 
proud to this day of her ef-
forts on behalf of farmwork-
ers, which following one lo-
cal strike in 1978 resulted in 
union members receiving the 
best benefits and wages for 
farmworkers in the nation at 
the time.

“It was a struggle from the 
heart,” Pelayo said. 

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR CHANGE OF 
NAME 
CASE NUMBER: ECU001808 TO ALL INTEREST-
ED PERSONS: Petitioner (name): Jaime Lee Jen-
sen filed a petition with this court for a decree 
changing names as follows:  Present name : 
Jaime Lee Jensen  
Proposed name: 
Nada Y Todo 
THE COURT ORDERS that all persons interest-
ed in this matter appear before this court at 
the hear ing indicated below to show cause, 
if any, why the petition for change of name 
should not be granted. Any per son objecting 
to the name changes described above must file 
a written objection that includes the reasons 
for the objection at least two court days before 
the matter is scheduled to be heard and must 
appear at the hearing to show cause why the 
peti tion should not be granted. If no writ ten 
objection is timely filed, the court may grant 
the petition without a hearing. 
NOTICE OF HEARING 
Date: May 14, 2021 
Time: 8:30 a.m. 
Dept.: 7 
The address of the court is: 
Superior Court of California, County of Imperial 
939 Main Street 
El Centro, CA 92243 
A copy of this Order to Show Cause shall be 
published at least once each week for four suc-
cessive weeks prior to the date set for hearing 
on the peti tion in the following newspaper 
of general circulation, printed in this county 
(specify newspaper): Holtville Tribune 
Date: March 15, 2021 
Jeffrey B. Jones 
Judge of the Superior Court Filed:  
Superior Court of California County of Imperial  
03/15/2021 at 04:34:53 PM By Nelly Torres, 
Deputy Clerk Legal 9023  
Publish: March 25, April 1, 8, 15, 2021

ANNOUNCEMENT
 

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, 
the most advanced 

debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule 

a FREE LeafFilter 
estimate today. 15% 
off Entire Purchase. 

10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-855-

424-7581 
 

Become a Published 
Author. We want 

to Read Your 
Book! Dorrance 

Publishing-Trusted by 
Authors Since 1920 

Book manuscript 
submissions currently 

being reviewed. 
Comprehensive 

Services: Consultation, 
Production, Promotion 
and Distribution. Call 

for Your Free Author`s 
Guide 1-877-538-
9554 or visit http://

dorranceinfo.com/Cali
 

INVENTORS - FREE 
INFORMATION 

PACKAGE. Have 
your product idea 

developed affordably 
by the Research & 
Development pros 
and presented to 

manufacturers.  Call 
1-844-752-8272 for a 

Free Idea Starter Guide. 
Submit your idea for a 

free consultation.
 

Water Damage to Your 
Home?  Call for a quote 
for professional cleanup 

& maintain the value 
of your home!  Set an 

appt. today! Call 1-855-
401-7069

 

AUTOS WANTED
 

DONATE YOUR 
CAR OR TRUCK 

TO HERITAGE FOR 
THE BLIND. Free 3 
Day Vacation, Tax 
Deductible, Free 

Towing, All Paperwork 
Taken Care Of. CALL 

1-877-573-9104. 
 

WANTED! Old Porsche 
356/911/912 for 

restoration by hobbyist 
1948-1973 Only. Any 
condition, top $ paid! 

PLEASE LEAVE 
MESSAGE  

1-707-339-5994. Email: 
porscherestoration@

yahoo.com 
 

DONATE YOUR CAR, 
BOAT OR RV to receive 
a major tax deduction. 
Help homeless pets. 

Local, IRS Recognized. 
Top Value Guaranteed. 

Free Estimate and 
Pickup.   

LAPETSALIVE.ORG 
1-833-772-2632 

 
DONATE YOUR CAR 
TO KIDS  Fast Free 

Pickup – Running or Not 
- 24 Hour Response - 

Maximum Tax Donation 
– Help Find Missing 

Kids! Call 1-888-491-
1453.

 
CABLE/ 

SATELLITE TV
 

DIRECTV - Every live 
football game, every 

Sunday - anywhere - on 
your favorite device. 

Restrictions apply. Call 
IVS - 1-888-641-5762.

INSURANCE
 

SAVE BIG on HOME 
INSURANCE! Compare 
20 A-rated insurances 

companies. Get a quote 
within minutes. Average 
savings of $444/year! 
Call 1-844-410-9609! 

(M-F 8am-8pm Central) 
 

MEDICAL/HEALTH
 

ATTENTION 
DIABETICS! Save 

money on your diabetic 
supplies! Convenient 

home shipping for 
monitors, test strips, 

insulin pumps, catheters 
and more! To learn 

more, call now!  
1-855-702-3408

 
Attention: Oxygen 

Users!  Gain freedom 
with a Portable Oxygen 
Concentrator!  No more 
heavy tanks and refills! 

Guaranteed Lowest 
Prices!  Call the Oxygen 

Concentrator Store:  
1-844-653-7402

 
Portable Oxygen 

Concentrator May Be 
Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence 

and mobility with the 
compact design and 
long-lasting battery 
of Inogen One. Free 

information kit! Call 844-
327-2824. 

 
Lowest Prices on Health 

Insurance. We have 
the best rates from top 
companies! Call Now! 

1-888-989-4807
 

Life Alert. One press 
of a button sends help 
FAST, 24/7! At home 
and on the go. Mobile 

Pendant with GPS. 
FREE First Aid Kit (with 

subscription.) CALL 
833-518-1049 FREE 

Brochure. 
 

Premium Generic 
Viagra (100mg) or Cialis 
(20mg) 80 Tablets $99 
or 100 Tablets $119. 
Other Meds Available 

FREE SHIPPING 
Satisfaction Guaranteed 
(888) 424-4908 or Visit: 
USAServicesOnline.com. 

 
REAL ESTATE/LOANS

 
RETIRED COUPLE  
$1 MIL for business 

purpose Real 
Estate loans. Credit 
unimportant. V.I.P. 

Trust Deed Company 
www.viploan.com 

Call 1-818-248-0000 
Broker-principal 

DRE 01041073. No 
Consumer Loans. 

 
TAX SERVICES

 
ARE YOU BEHIND 
$10k OR MORE ON 
YOUR TAXES? Stop 
wage & bank levies, 
liens & audits, unfiled 

tax returns, payroll 
issues, & resolve tax 

debt FAST. Call 1-855-
970-2032.

 
THIS SPACE  

CAN BE YOURS!   
CALL 1-916-288-6011 

or email cecelia@cnpa.
com 

CLASSIFIED ADS

CONTINUE READING AT 
HOLTVILLETRIBUNE.COM

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT  
FILE NO.: 21-161 
The following person is conducting 
business as: 
All American Cleaning 
2860 La Brucherie Rd. 
Imperial, CA 92251 
County of Imperial 
Mailing Address: 
P.O. Box 98 
Imperial, CA 92251 
Full Name of Registrant: 
Tim Wallen 
2860 La Brucherie Rd. 
Imperial, CA 92251 
This business is conducted by: An 
Individual 
Registrant commenced to transact 
business under the Fictitious Busi-
ness Name(s) listed above on: Jan-
uary 9, 1989. 

I, Declare that all of the informa-
tion in this statement is true and 
correct. Signature: Tim Wallen, 
Owner The filing of this statement 
does not of itself authorize the use 
in this State or a Fictitious Business 
Name in Violation of the Rights of 
another under Federal, State or 
Common Law. 
Filed with the Imperial County 
Clerk-Recorder on: February 26, 
2021. 
NOTICE: This statement expires on: 
February 25, 2026. A new state-
ment must be filed prior to the ex-
piration date. 
Chuck Storey/County Clerk Record-
er 
Elise Puyot, Deputy Clerk 
Legal 6482  
Publish: Mar. 18, 25, April 1, 8, 
2021

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINIS-
TER ESTATE OF: Elsa Ibarra Sylling, 
aka Elsa I. Sylling, aka Elsa Sylling, 
aka Elsa Ibarra Ortiz 
CASE NUMBER: EPR000879  
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, 
contingent creditors, and persons 
who may otherwise be interested 
in the will or estate, or both, of: 
Elsa Ibarra Sylling, aka Elsa I. Syl-
ling, aka Elsa Sylling, aka Elsa Ibar-
ra Ortiz 
A Petition for Probate has been 
filed by: Jesse Lopez in the Supe-
rior Court of California, County of: 
IMPERIAL 
The Petition for Probate requests 
that Jesse Lopez be appointed as 
person al representative to admin-
ister the estate of the decedent. 
The petition requests the dece-
dent’s  The petition requests au-
thority to administer the estate 
under the Independent Admin-
istration of Estates Act. (This au-
thority will allow the personal rep-
resentative to take many actions 
without obtaining court approval. 
Before taking certain very import-
ant actions, however, the personal 
representative will be required to 
give notice to interested persons 
unless they have waived notice or 
consented to the proposed action.) 
The independent administra tion 
authority will be granted unless 
an interested person files an ob-
jec tion to the petition and shows 
good cause why the court should 
not grant the authority. 
A hearing on the petition will be 
held in this court as follows:
Date: April 2, 2021 
Time: 8:30 a.m. 
Dept. 9 
Address of court: 
Superior Court of California,  Coun-
ty of Imperial 
939 West Main Street  
El Centro, CA 92243 

If you object to the granting of the 
petition, you should appear at the 
hearing and state your objections 
or file written objections with the 
court before the hearing. Your ap-
pearance may be in person or by 
your attorney. If you are a credi-
tor or a contingent creditor of the 
decedent, you must file your claim 
with the court and mail a copy to 
the personal represen tative ap-
pointed by the court within the 
later of either (1) four months from 
the date of first issuance of let ters 
to a general personal representa 
tive, as defined in section 58(b) of 
the California Probate Code, or (2) 
60 days from the date of mailing or 
personal delivery to you of a notice 
under section 9052 of the Califor-
nia Probate Code. 
Other California statutes and legal 
authority may affect your rights as 
a creditor. You may want to consult 
with an attorney knowledgeable in 
California law. 
You may examine the file kept by 
the court. If you are a person in-
terested in the estate, you may file 
with the court a Request for Special 
Notice (form DE-154) of the filing 
of an inventory and appraisal of es-
tate assets or of any petition or ac-
count as provided in Probate Code 
section 1250. A Request for Special 
Notice form is available from the 
court clerk. 
Attorney for petitioner: 
Patrick M. Pace 
Pinney, Caldwell & Pace 
444 South Eighth Street, Suite A El 
Centro, CA 92243 
(760) 352-7800 
Electronically Filed 
Superior Court of California, Coun-
ty of Imperial  
03/15/2021 at 02:27:35 PM By: 
Irma de la Rosa, Deputy Clerk Legal 
6483  
Publish: March 18, 25, April 1, 2021

LEGAL NOTICE

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATE-
MENT  
FILE NO.: 21-220 
The following persons are conduct ing 
business as: 
Marrs Construction Designs Inc. 712 Fig 
Ave. 
Holtville, CA 92250 
County of Imperial 
Full Name of Registrants: 
Daniel John Marrs 
712 Fig Ave. 

Holtville CA 92250 
This business is conducted by: A Corpo-
ration 
Articles of Incorporation: C4683550 Reg-
istrant commenced to transact business 
under the Fictitious Business Name(s) 
listed above on: March 15, 2021. 
I, Declare that all of the information 
in this statement is true and correct. Sig-
nature: Daniel John Marrs, Owner The 
filing of this statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this State or a Ficti-

tious Business Name in Violation of the 
Rights of another under Federal, State or 
Common Law. 
Filed with the Imperial County Clerk-Re-
corder on: March 17, 2021. NOTICE: This 
statement expires on: March 16, 2026. A 
new statement must be filed prior to the 
expiration date. 
Chuck Storey/County Clerk Recorder 
Rebecca Leyva-Balmaceda, Deputy Clerk 
Legal 9022  
Publish: Mar. 25, April 1, 8, 15, 2021

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

DONA CHAYO
From page 1
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“We knew we were playing 
Southwest, so the kids knew the 
intensity level had to be up,” said 
Benny Carter, Holtville’s sec-
ond-year head coach. “The kids 
fought hard and really battled. 
That showed us how high they 
can set the bar for the rest of the 
season.”

Sophomore Raul Sierra pitched 
for the Vikings and was able to 
hold the Eagles in check. Sierra 
also had one of Holtville’s six hits 
and drove in two runs.

“With such little practice time, 
the kids just came out and played,” 
Carter said. “It felt good to be out 

there again and the players were 
definitely excited to be out there, 
but basically it was just catch it, 
hit it, and throw it. There wasn’t 
any time for plays or signs.”

On Tuesday, March 23, Holt-
ville traveled to Imperial and 
scored an 11-4 victory over the 
Tigers. The Vikings opened the 
game with four runs in the top 
of the first inning and built their 
lead to 11-0 going into the bottom 
of the sixth.

J.R. Garewal was the star of 
the game with two doubles and 
four RBI. The Vikings’ junior also 
pitched six innings, allowing just 
three earned runs while striking 
out nine Tigers.

In their third straight game, the 

Vikings beat Central on Wednes-
day, March 24, 12-6, thanks to a 
10-run barrage in the bottom of 
the fifth inning after falling be-
hind 6-2. 

“We came out kind of flat,” Car-
ter said. “We knew Central didn’t 
have its best team with some of 
their guys playing football.” 

Leading the Vikings’ offense 
was junior Donovan Johnston 
with three hits and three RBI, 
with Garewal and senior Erik 
Garcia adding two hits and one 
RBI each. 

Senior Norbert Irungaray 
pitched five innings and got the 
win, giving up just one earned 
run while striking out five and 
walking five. 

Palo Verde went three-and-out 
before punting it back to the Vi-
kings who started to methodical-
ly move the ball from their own 
22-yard line. The Vikings again 
failed to score as a pass fell in-
complete at the visiting team’s 
15-yard line with 5:43 left in the 
first half.

Once again, it was three plays 
and a punt for the Palo Verde 
team as it failed to move the ball. 
The Vikings got the ball back at 

their 35-yard line with four min-
utes left in the first half.

Four plays later the Vikings 
would get their first score. After 
an incomplete pass on first down, 
junior running back Payton Iten 
carried the ball to Palo Verde’s 
42. On the next play, sophomore 
quarterback Damian Rodriguez 
broke free on a scramble all the 
way to the opponent’s 7-yard line.

Iten carried the ball across the 
goal line from there. Fermin Ve-
larde kicked the extra point, and 
the home team was up, 7-0, with 
2:31 left in the half.

“Our line did a good job to-
night opening up the running 
lanes and I was just trying to fol-
low their lead,” said the 16-year-
old Iten. “With the seniors still 
injured, I was happy to just get an 
opportunity and try to make the 
most of it.”

The Vikings attempted an on-
side kick which Palo Verde’s Xavi-
er Gonzales-Pinon alertly fell on. 
Consequently, the Yellowjackets 
had their best field position of the 
game at that juncture and man-
aged to get their initial first down 
of the game as they penetrated to 

the Vikings’ 45-yard line.
However, three plays later Vi-

king cornerback Isidro Garcia 
intercepted a Yellowjacket pass 
and sprinted 60 yards down the 
sideline for a touchdown as time 
expired in the first half. The ex-
tra-point attempt was wide left 
and the Vikings took a 13-0 lead 
into halftime.

After receiving the second-half 
kickoff, Palo Verde managed to 
move the ball down to the Vi-
kings’ 30-yard line before be-
ing stopped on a solid tackle by 
senior Nicholas Villegas on a 
fourth-and-3 play with seven 
minutes left in the third quarter.

Strong running by senior Car-
los Nuñez and Iten took the ball 
to the Yellowjackets’ 39-yard line. 
A Rodriguez-to-Roger Rolfe pass 
completion set the Vikings up at 

the Palo Verde 2-yard-line where 
senior Ryder Merten was able to 
bull his way into the end zone. 
The same play worked for the 
two-point conversion as Merten 
again found pay dirt, and the Vi-
kings’ were up 21-0 with 4:40 to 
go in the third quarter. 

Iten found the end zone again 
with 5:55 left in the game and Ve-
larde’s extra point made it 27-0.

Palo Verde finally got on the 
scoreboard with 1:41 left in the 
game when sophomore Xavi-
er Bejarano bolted in from two 
yards out.

Holtville travels to take on Des-
ert League foe Vincent Memori-
al Catholic of Calexico at 7 p.m. 
Thursday, April 1, with the game 
being played at Cal Jones Field on 
the Central Union High campus 
in El Centro.

FOOTBALL
From page 5

Senior Zamara Gutierrez started the game for the Vikings, but got re-
lief help from sophomore Kalli Strahm, who picked up the win.

“It was a crazy way to start a season,” Snyder said. “The heart and fight 
and ability to come back is all stuff we can’t teach them. But it’s what they 
need to have all season to be successful.”

HOLTVILLE BLOWS OUT PALO VERDE
BLYTHE — The Vikings traveled to take on Palo Verde High here 

Wednesday, March 24, and blew out the Yellowjackets, 16-1, in a non-
league contest.

Gutierrez got the win for Holtville, striking out seven and allowing just 
one run over four innings. 

Strahm and Walker had three hits apiece to lead the Vikings’ offense, 
with both scoring four runs and Walker finishing with four RBI. Johnston, 
Kaitlyn Havens, and Sofie Irungaray all had two hits each for Holtville.

BASEBALL
From page 5

Holtville High School freshman Bryce Buscaglia takes a swing during the 
Vikings’ nonleague game against Central Union High in Holtville on Wednesday, 
March 24. | CATHI PHILLIPS LARIOS PHOTO

Holtville High School sophomore Kamryn Walker slides into third base ahead of 
the tag of Calexico High’s Shanelle Gascon during their season-opening game on 
Tuesday, March 23, at Emerson Field in Calexico. | CAMILO GARCIA JR. PHOTO

SOFTBALL From page 5
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