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BY JULIO MORALES
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — Residents 
of the homes adjacent to the 
Barbara Worth Country Club 
have been consigned lately to 
swapping concerns and rumors 
regarding the housing of mi-
grants at the resort’s Ramada by 
Wyndham Hotel.

The concerns and rumors, 
some residents have said, stem 
directly from the unexpected 
rollout of the state-led initiative 
and the perceived lack of in-
formation that local, state, and 
federal stakeholders have vol-
untarily made available.

Since about March 23, the 
resort’s hotel has been under 
contract with the state to pro-
vide temporary housing for an 
increasing number of migrants 
and asylum seekers that are be-
ing released in the county from 
the custody of federal immigra-
tion officials.

Since then, nearby residents 
have struggled to get informa-
tion about the initiative, said 
Ralph Strahm, a longtime res-
ident of a home that is located 
adjacent to the golf resort.

“They probably should’ve 
had some workshops to ex-
plain what was going to hap-
pen instead of just doing it 
without public input,” Strahm 
said during a phone interview 
Thursday, April 8.

Strahm’s concerns were 
enough that he called two of 
members of the county Board 
of Supervisors, including Su-
pervisor Ray Castillo, whose 
district includes the unincorpo-

rated land where the resort and 
nearby residences are located.

Strahm said the supervisors 
did not disclose any addition-
al information that gave him a 
better idea of what was happen-
ing at the resort or for how long 
the current initiative would be 
in place. 

“They didn’t tell what me 
they were going to do,” Strahm 
said. 

Barbara Worth Residents Express 
Concerns Over Migrant Housing

BY JULIO MORALES
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — After three 
weeks of what has often been 
physically and emotionally 
demanding work, Sure Help-
line Crisis Center staff find 
themselves on the sidelines 
of a humanitarian initiative 
many credit them for having 
facilitated when no other non-
governmental organization 
was able to step forward.  

The nonprofit’s break from 
its past efforts was prompted 
by an apparent falling out with 
the California Department of 
Social Services, the agency re-
sponsible for contracting with 

Sure Helpline 
Trades Barbs 
Over Migrant 
Sheltering

Handwritten signs began to appear on utility poles around Barbara Worth Country Club near Holtville sometime around Thursday, April 8, in response to 
the housing of asylum seekers in the Ramada hotel at the country club. | COURTESY PHOTO

Murray Drive residents Irma Nickell (left) and Luis Garcia on Friday, April 
9 shared their thoughts about the housing of migrants at the Ramada by 
Wyndham Hotel at the nearby Barbara Worth Country Club near Holtville. 
| JULIO MORALES PHOTO

See MIGRANTS, PAGE 6 See HELPLINE, PAGE 3

UPDATE

BY RICHARD 
MONTENEGRO BROWN
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — The driver of a 
sport-utility vehicle loaded with 24 
Mexican and Guatemalan migrants did 
slow down or stop at a posted stop sign 
at the intersection of Norrish Road and 
Highway 115 near Holtville when it was 
struck by a tractor-trailer rig on March 
2, according to a preliminary report 
from the National Transportation Safety 
Board.

That was the key new finding regard-
ing the fatal collision that killed 13 peo-
ple, including the 28-year-old driver 
from Mexicali, in the NTSB report re-
leased on Monday, April 2, on the federal 
agency’s website.

The California Highway Patrol’s El 
Centro office and San Diego Border Di-
vision-based Multidisciplinary Accident 
Investigation Team has yet to release 
any details on exactly how the collision 
transpired, but first responders at the 
accident site had told this newspaper it 
appeared, from the carnage at the scene, 
that the Ford Expedition ferrying the 
undocumented immigrants had run the 
posted stop sign when it was T-boned by 
a semi-truck.

Federal Agency 
Releases Prelim 
Report on Fatal 
Migrant Crash

The final resting spot of the 1997 Ford Expe-
dition and the 2011 Peterbilt tractor-trailer 
rig involved in a fatal collision at Highway 115 
and Norrish Road northwest of Holtville that 
killed 13 and injured 12 is shown. After the 
semi-truck rammed the sport-utility vehicle 
on March 2, the vehicles came to rest in the 
northwest quadrant of the intersection. | CAL-
IFORNIA HIGHWAY PATROL/NATIONAL TRANS-
PORTATION SAFETY BOARD PHOTO

See CRASH, PAGE 7

BY RICHARD MONTENEGRO 
BROWN
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

IMPERIAL COUNTY — 
Available COVID vaccine sup-
plies in Imperial County took a 
hit this week when the 4,100 doses 
of Johnson & Johnson/Janssen in 
local circulation were removed 
from use as federal health experts 
review the brand’s safety in the 
wake of six cases in which women 
who received the one-shot vaccine 
developed blood clots.

Late last week, Dr. Tien Vo had 
advertised that his office would 
stage a mass drive-through vac-
cination clinic on Saturday, April 
17, at St. Mary’s Catholic Church 
in El Centro using 1,000 doses of 
the Johnson & Johnson vaccine.

That clinic is still a go after Im-
perial County Public Health of-
ficials helped Vo keep the clinic 
scheduled as planned by provid-
ing the physician with 1,000 doses 
of the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine. 
The clinic is now a first-dose clin-
ic, according to Vo’s social media 

pages.
“We are redistributing Pfiz-

er vaccine to Dr. Vo so that he 
doesn’t cancel his clinic on Sat-
urday,” Imperial County Public 
Health Director Janette Angulo 
told this newspaper on Tuesday 
afternoon, April 13.

Earlier in the day, Angulo stated 
in an email that Public Health was 
working with Vo and the state’s 
third-party vaccine administrator, 
Blue Shield, to find doses to the 
replace the Johnson & Johnson 

COVID-19

J&J Vaccine ‘Pause’ Takes 4,100 Doses Out of Local Circulation

Nursing students from Imperial Valley College help administer the 
COVID-19 vaccine to community members during a mass clinic held at 
Gateway Church of Brawley on Tuesday, April 13. | PHOTO COURTESY OF 
PIONEERS MEMORIAL HEALTHCARE DISTRICT.See VACCINE, PAGE 7
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BY JULIO MORALES
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — The Holtville 
City Council unanimously voted 
to authorize the city to advertise 
for bids for the Cedar Avenue 
sidewalk improvement project 
during its regular meeting on 
Monday, April 12.

The city has $338,000 available 
for the project, with $253,000 of 
those funds coming from the fed-
eral Congestion Mitigation and 
Air Quality improvement pro-
gram (CMAQ), and the State-Lo-
cal Partnership Program.

In a separate but related res-
olution, the council also voted 
to authorize the city manager or 
their designee to serve as the au-
thorized signatory for all Califor-
nia Department of Transportation 
documents related to the project. 

The proposed project will in-
stall driveways, curb, gutter, and 
sidewalk on the east side of Cedar 
between Fourth and Fifth streets. 
Currently, there is non-existent 
or deteriorated infrastructure on 
that segment of the street, while 
the west side of Cedar Avenue has 
a non-continuous sidewalk.

Plans call for the installation of 
two driveways at the rear of the 
Turning Point Ministries build-
ing. Segments of the curb between 
the two driveways and adjacent to 
the driveways will be painted red 
to discourage semi-trucks from 
parking and blocking the entrance 
and exit points, City Manager 
Nick Wells told the council.

Another driveway will be in-
stalled just north of the Turning 
Point building that will grant ac-
cess to an existing but unoccupied 
building on Cedar Avenue, Wells 
said.

The city was also able to per-

suade the owner of the property at 
the southeast corner of Cedar and 
Fourth to agree to have two drive-
ways installed, as well.

The city had suggested the 
driveways be installed along that 
segment of the roadway so that the 
truck drivers who park their semi-
trucks in that empty lot, without 
the property owner’s permission, 
will not destroy the curb that will 
be constructed, Wells said.

“Rather than fighting nature 
we’re going to go ahead and put 
two driveways,” he said, “and 
hopefully they’ll restrict their in-
coming and outcoming to those 
driveways.”

Prior to approving the pair of 
resolutions, Mayor Mike Goodsell 
said that he hopes the planned in-
frastructure can help spur further 
development in the area.

The project will be funded by 
$193,000 in CMAQ and $60,000 
in SLPP funds. The is also con-
tributing a $25,000 match for 
the CMAQ funds and a $60,000 
match for the SLPP funds from 
the city’s Local Transportation 
Authority funds.

During the City Council’s meet-
ing on Monday, the council also 
voted unanimously to ratify a let-
ter in opposition to Assembly Bill 
1021.

The proposed legislation, au-
thored by Assemblyman Chad 
Mayes, I-Rancho Mirage, would 
add three unelected Riverside 

County residents as non-voting 
members of the Imperial Irriga-
tion District Board of Directors.

Mayes had introduced a similar 
bill two years ago, but it failed to 
make it to the Assembly floor. 

Although the IID board is com-
prised solely of Valley residents, 
an estimated 60 percent of IID’s 
electrical customers reside in 
Coachella. 

The IID also has established 
an Energy Consumers Advisory 
Committee to be more respon-
sive to the concerns of Coachella 
Valley ratepayers. The committee 
has 20 members, with half coming 
from each county.

Additionally, IID has a perma-
nent office in La Quinta and holds 
public meetings in both Imperial 
and Coachella Valley.
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Week of April 19
Alzheimer’s and Mental Health

Karla Corte, BS, PMP Program and Education Manager, Alejandra Pulido, MSW Care 
Consultant & Education Manager, Megan Nicholson, Development Specialist, Socorro 
De La Torre, MPA, MSW Volunteer/Board Member Alzheimer’s Association San Diego/

Imperial Chapter
The Alzheimer’s Association defines Alzheimer’s as the most common form of 
dementia, a general term for memory loss and other cognitive abilities serious 
enough to interfere with daily life. Alzhe mer’s has no current cure, but treat-
ments for symptoms are available and research continues. While Alzheimer’s 
and other forms of dementia are not treatable mental health disorders, the 
stress and contexts of the disorder cluster can be devastating to the mental 
health of sufferers and caregivers alike. Join us as we interview the leaders 

and educators of the Alzheimer’s Association of San Diego and Imperial to ex-
plore the contexts and supports available for person’s suffering or supporting 

a person with Alzheimer’s or other related dementia types.

Semana del 19 de abril
Alzheimer y Salud Mental

Karla Corte, BS, PMP, Gerente de Programas y Educación n Alejandra Pulido, MSW, 
Consultante de Cuidado y Gerente de Educación, Megan Nicholson, Especialista en De-
sarrollo, Socorro De La Torre, MPA, MSW, Voluntaria/Miembro de la Junta, Alzheimer’s 

Association San Diego/Imperial Chapter
La Asociación de Alzheimer define la enfermedad de Alzheimer como la forma más 
común de demencia, un término general para la pérdida de memoria y otras habi-
lidades cognitivas lo suficient mente graves como para interferir con la vida diaria. 
El Alzheimer no tiene cura actualmente, pero hay tratamientos disponibles para los 

síntomas y las investigaciones continúan. Si bien el Alzheimer y otras formas de 
demencia no son trastornos de salud mental tratables, el estrés y los contextos del 

grupo de trastornos pueden ser devastadores para la salud mental tanto de quienes 
la padecen como de los cuidadores. Únase a nosotros mientras entrevistamos a los 

líderes y educadores de la Asociación de Alzheimer de San Diego e Imperial para 
explorar los contextos y apoyo disponibles para el sufrimiento de una persona o para 

apoyar a una persona con Alzheimer y otros tipos de demencia relacionados.

Check out the latest musings from 
editorial cartoonist Dave Garcia/Gilgar.

CITY

POLICE BRIEFS

Con Dalia Pesqueira 

Joss Whedon Antics Cast 
‘Big’ Shadow on Tinseltown

GILGAR

STAFF REPORT

HOLTVILLE — The following 
reports were collected from the 
Imperial County Sheriff ’s Office 
call logs for the Holtville substa-
tion from April 6 through April 
11.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 7
2:09 a.m.: A resident of Eighth 

Street called deputies to report 
that a group of three men wear-
ing hoodies had jumped into and 
then back out of his backyard 
from the alley. 

10:42 a.m.: A Holtville res-
ident called deputies to report 
that a woman in her 60s, last seen 
wearing a dark gray shirt and 
black pants, was trespassing on 
their property. The caller report-
ed that the woman appeared to be 
“unstable” and said that she was 
“afraid the police is going to kill 
her.” 

THURSDAY, APRIL 8
4:38 p.m.: A Holtville resi-

dent called deputies to report 
that she believes that a sheriff ’s 
deputy has been following her. 
The caller was informed that 
deputies regularly patrol the 
area and enforce the California 
Vehicle Code. 

8 p.m.: Deputies received a 
report that an unknown sub-
ject had impersonated an el-
derly man’s child and checked 
them out of a Holtville elder 
care facility without permis-
sion. 

SATURDAY, APRIL 10
4:49 p.m.: A possible sexu-

al assault was reported at the 
Blossom Valley Inn elder care 
facility in Holtville. 

6:20 p.m.: A Holtville resi-
dent called deputies to report 
that a man wearing a green and 
white shirt and blue jeans had 
repeatedly asked her for mari-
juana even after being told that 
she didn’t have any marijuana. 
The subject was last seen walk-
ing toward Eighth Street. 

Holtville Seeks Bids for Cedar Sidewalks

The 400 block of Cedar Avenue will be getting sidewalks, curbs, and gutters in the coming months after the Holtville City 
Council on Monday, April 12, authorized the city manager to advertise for bids for the Cedar Avenue sidewalk improvement 
project. | CATHI PHILLIPS LARIOS PHOTO
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nongovernmental organizations 
(NGOs) to provide wraparound 
services for migrants who are be-
ing released into the county.

On one side, the state Depart-
ment of Social Services (DSS) is 
alleging that El Centro-based Sure 
Helpline staff “abruptly stopped 
providing services” at the Ramada 
by Wyndham Hotel at the Barba-
ra Worth Country Club, requiring 
DSS personnel to step in and fill 
in the gaps.

On the other side, Sure Help-
line Executive Director Marga-
ret Sauza has claimed that a DSS 
official assigned to the site had 
verbally mistreated her and some 
staff members, and that the agen-
cy did not provide any meaning-
ful assistance to the nonprofit, 
despite it having initially enabled 
and sustained the expansive hu-
manitarian effort.

She also alleged that DSS nev-
er had any intention of awarding 
the wraparound service contract 
to Sure Helpline. The agency dis-
closed that that contract was ulti-
mately awarded to Catholic Char-
ities, Diocese of San Diego.

The allegations against Sure 
Helpline detract from what some 
say otherwise would have been 
a significant accomplishment by 
the local nonprofit in response 
to the influx of migrants that are 
being released into the county by 
federal immigration officials.

And despite the unfavorable 
outcome for Sure Helpline, Sau-
za said she remains proud of her 
staff ’s tireless efforts.  

“I’ve always wanted to prove 
to the county that I got the peo-
ple and that I can do it,” Sauza 
said during a phone interview on 
Tuesday, April 13.

That feeling of validation stems 
in part from Sure Helpline having 
in the past been overlooked for 
local and state grants that have 
traditionally gone to other NGOs 
like WomanHaven, A Center for 
Family Solutions, and Catholic 
Charities, Diocese of San Diego.

ALLEGATIONS 
OF UNPROFESSIONALISM

Sauza denied the allegation that 
her staff abandoned the work that 
they had been undertaking seven 
days a week on behalf of the more 
than 150 migrants housed at the 
Ramada hotel since March 23.

Her staff had arrived at the site 
the morning of Saturday, April 10 
to find additional state personnel 
not only performing the work that 
Sure Helpline had been doing, but 
effectively ignoring the nonprof-
it’s staff members and volunteers, 
Sauza said.

The reported slight proved 
to be too much for Sauza, who 
claimed she had been subjected to 
verbal mistreatment by a DSS em-
ployee in the days prior to April 
10. Wanting to avoid any further 
incidents and disregard, she di-
rected her staff to gather their be-
longings and leave that day. 

“They are feeling like they were 
betrayed,” Sauza said about her 
staff ’s reaction to the sudden end 
of their humanitarian efforts.

However, Sauza’s version of 
events contrasts with what DSS is 
claiming took place.

“On Saturday (April 10) Sure 
Helpline, the Non-Governmental 
Organization assisting with intake 
and transportation at the Quaran-

tine and Isolation Site at the Ra-
mada, abruptly stopped providing 
services, leaving the state to step 
in and fill the gaps,” said DSS 
spokesperson Scott Murray in an 
email on Tuesday, April 13.

At the time of the separation, 
Sure Helpline had an application 
for funding pending with DSS. 
Murray further explained that 
DSS “was in close communica-
tion and actively providing de-
tailed technical assistance to the 
Sure Helpline for consideration as 
a contracting partner.” 

If the state was providing Sure 
Helpline with any assistance, it 
wasn’t visible to Luis Olmedo, ex-
ecutive director of the nonprofit 
environmental justice organiza-
tion Comite Civico del Valle.

Olmedo said he had visited the 
hotel last week to provide techni-
cal assistance to Sure Helpline. He 
was expecting to see state officials 
attempting to build local capacity 
to meet the demands of the evolv-
ing situation, but instead claimed 
to have seen a state DSS employee 
making demands of Sure Helpline 
staff in an “adversarial” manner.

“We did see some things that 
were questionable,” Olmedo said 
in a phone interview on Monday, 
April 12. “It almost seemed con-
frontational and personal.”

Just as troubling for Olmedo is 
what he perceived to be a com-
plete lack of support for Sure 
Helpline from the state. Specif-
ically, Olmedo questioned why 
medical resources and personnel 
that were assigned to the Quaran-
tine and Isolation Shelter at Im-
perial Valley College were never 
deployed to the Ramada hotel to 
assist Sure Helpline.

“That’s very peculiar to me,” he 
said, “and I want answers.”

What Olmedo said he had ob-
served prompted him to make a 
formal complaint with the state in 
the hopes that it investigates the 
actions of the DSS employee serv-
ing as the agency’s representative 
at the hotel, as well as the appar-
ent lack of personnel and resource 
deployment from the IVC QIS, 
which is scheduled to cease oper-
ations on Friday, April 16. 

While Olmedo’s statements ap-
pear to bolster Sauza’s allegations 
of mistreatment, Gilbert Rebollar, 
a county employee that Sauza in-
dicated had witnessed and even 
been subjected to some of the 
verbal abuse, stated on Tuesday, 
April 13 that that was not the case.

As for whether the state intends 
to deploy the resources it has at 
the IVC QIS, DSS spokesperson 
Murray said the state is closely 
monitoring the evolving situation.

“Such details are not available at 
this time,” he said.

The IVC QIS had been estab-
lished at around the same time 
that the state began housing mi-
grants at the Ramada hotel at the 
Barbara Worth Country Club. 
The state’s agreement with the 
golf resort was made through its 
Department of General Services. 
The agency has also contract-
ed for similar services with the 
Travelodge by Wyndham, located 
at 2015 Cottonwood Circle in El 
Centro, a DGS spokesperson stat-
ed.

Previously, this newspaper in-
correctly reported that the Ra-
mada’s contract for the housing of 
migrants was with DSS, based on 
information provided by a county 
official.

Sauza said that the state had 
promised in advance that Sure 
Helpline would receive about 

$540,000 for its efforts. In good 
faith, the nonprofit redirected its 
staff to the Ramada hotel, racking 
up significant overtime expenses 
in the process. 

She had also enlisted the help 
of a Calexico restaurant to pre-
pare and deliver three meals a day 
for the more than 150 migrants 
housed at the hotel. She estimat-
ed that invoices for food totaled 
about $80,000 during Sure Help-
line’s tenure.   

“We went in without getting 
any money,” Sauza said.

SURE HELPLINE 
TO THE RESCUE

When state officials had initial-
ly alerted local stakeholders of the 
emergent need to house migrants 
that were increasingly being re-
leased from federal custody into 
the county, Sure Helpline was not 
among the NGOs that were noti-
fied.

But when Sauza got wind of 
a March 21 meeting in Heber 
where state and local stakeholders 
were going to discuss and identify 
a potential plan of action, she said 
she decided to invite herself. 

Her involvement, or more pre-
cisely her extensive contacts in 
the community, led to the state’s 
arrangement with the Ramada 
hotel after she had placed a call to 
Mejorado, the golf resort’s owner, 
and inquired if he had at least 100 
vacant rooms to accommodate 
the migrants. 

“When I said I had the rooms, 
you should’ve seen their faces,” 
Sauza said. “They thought I was 
Wonder Woman.”

Nor has Sure Helpline’s assis-
tance gone unappreciated by lo-
cal stakeholders. Although the 
county had been working with 
state officials at the time to identi-
fy potential sites for the migrants’ 
temporary housing, Sauza’s ability 
to secure on such short notice a 
non-congregate setting was a wel-
come development.

“With the assistance of Sure 
Helpline, the Ramada Inn at Bar-

bara Worth Country Club was 
secured, allowing for the shelter-
ing of COVID-19 positive and/
or COVID exposed migrants 
and asylum seekers in need of a 
safe place to quarantine or isolate 
during recovery and allowing for 
the QIS at IVC to demobilize after 
the intended timeframe,” said Re-
bollar, with the County Executive 
Office’s Joint Information Center, 
in an email.

Sauza, who conceded she can 
be abrasive at times in her deal-
ings with people, said she consid-
ers Sure Helpline’s ability to step 
up and deliver in such a time of 
need further proof of the organi-
zation’s value to the community. 
The crisis center traditionally has 
provided assistance and resources 
for victims of sexual assault and 
rape.

Yet, she was also quick to credit 
the organization’s initial successes 
with its partnerships with Comite 
Civico, the Puerto Nuevo restau-
rant, a Calexico-based local trans-
portation provider, and the local 
physicians who provided onsite 
COVID-19 testing. 

“I feel so content because we 
showed the county that we can do 
it,” Sauza said.

The Role of Catholic Charities 
On April 6, the DSS entered 

into an approximate $329,000 
contract with Catholic Charities 
to provide wraparound services 
for migrants housed at the El 
Centro Travelodge between April 
1 and Feb. 28, 2022, the DSS re-
ported.

The contract is part of the Rap-
id Response Program, a statewide 
initiative that began in February 
and enlists qualified entities to 
provide shelter, transportation, 
medical care, and other services 
to immigrants during emergent 
situations.

By law, temporary shelter 
agreements under the Rapid Re-
sponse Program are not subject to 
formal competitive bidding, DSS 
reported. 

“Given the time-sensitive na-
ture of the humanitarian and 

public health efforts in border 
communities to support the tem-
porary care, safety, and shelter of 
arriving migrants, CDSS imple-
mented an expedited application 
process to review shelter propos-
als by qualified nonprofit organi-
zations, including the evaluation 
of applications and supporting 
documents, to ensure that organi-
zations meet all eligibility require-
ments,” Murray, the DSS spokes-
person, said.

On Saturday, April 10, Catho-
lic Charities, Diocese of San Di-
ego requested that DSS expand 
the scope of its current contract 
with DSS to provide wraparound 
services to the Ramada hotel op-
eration, said Nadine Toppozada, 
Catholic Charities director of Ref-
ugee and Immigrant Services.

As of Tuesday, April 13, Cath-
olic Charities did not have any of 
its personnel onsite at the Rama-
da hotel but was in the process of 
ramping up its staffing levels to 
assign dedicated personnel to the 
site.

“We had to onboard brand-
new staff who reside in Imperial 
County for this operation, so they 
could serve migrant needs (sev-
en) days a week,” Toppozada said 
Monday, April 12 in an email.

Like what Sure Helpline was 
doing, Catholic Charities is cur-
rently providing non-congregate 
shelter in the form of hotel rooms, 
translation, and interpretation 
services for people with limited 
English proficiency, three meals 
a day and hygiene items, coordi-
nation of medical services during 
hotel stay, travel coordination for 
migrants to reach their destina-
tion, and transportation to the 
airport. 

To date, Catholic Charities has 
not enlisted the aid of additional 
community-based organizations 
to assist with sheltering services. 
Its ongoing efforts appear to be 
the organization’s first venture in 
the Valley.

LOCAL NEWS

Spring into a 
New Driver’s Seat

DocuSign funding available

Ask about GAP | MRC

Promotional rates valid through end
of May 

with First Imperial Credit Union

3.49%
APR*

Terms Up  to 84 Months
Terms Up  to 84 Months
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s 
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w
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s

Apply Online at ficu.com
*Annual Percentage Rate. Loan application subject to credit approval. 3.49% APR applies to new vehicles up to 84 months based on creditworthiness.  Current FICU loans not eligible for promotion. Other restrictions may 
apply. All vehicles �nanced are subject to inspection. Minimum loan amount of $5,000.  Payment per $1,000 �nanced with an 84 month term at 3.49% APR is $13.37. Rates and terms subject to change without notice. For 
additional details visit �cu.com or the Loan Liner agreement. FICU reserves the right to modify or end this promotion at any time without notice. Promotional rate valid 4/1/21 through 5/31/21. 
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DON’T BE
A VICTIM!

BEWARE OF
SCAMS

WHERE CUSTOMERS
ALWAYS COME FIRST.

DEAR IID CUSTOMER
IF YOU GET A CALL DEMANDING IMMEDIATE PAYMENT:

• DO NOT call the number back.
• Never give personal or financial information over             
   the phone when someone  calls you.

1

2

3

HANG UP

CALL IID
• Dial us toll-free at 1-800-303-7756.
• Check your account status.
• Report a fraudulent call.

REALIZE THAT YOU
ARE IN CONTROL

DERMA’S FLOOR COVERINGS
IN BUSINESS SINCE 1978

Free Estimates!Free Estimates!
Open Monday-Friday, 

8 a.m. to 6 p.m.
760-355-2483 or 760-355-2484

220 No. J Street, Imperial, CA 92251

BY ELIZABETH VARIN
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

IMPERIAL COUNTY — A 
Salton City resident is concerned 
about people riding off-road ve-
hicles on exposed Salton Sea pla-
ya. 

Jennifer Gopar, a master’s can-
didate in public health at Uni-
versity of California, Berkeley, 
asked the Imperial County Board 
of Supervisors to do something 
about people off-roading on 
exposed playa at the Salton Sea 
during the board’s meeting on 
Tuesday, April 13. 

“I’m very passionate about 
protecting the respiratory health 
of other Salton Sea residents, es-
pecially as the local air quality 
continues to deteriorate,” said 
Gopar, a Salton City resident. 
“While there are a variety of is-
sues affecting local air quality, 
including the shrinking of the 
Salton Sea, I’m particularly con-
cerned about the dust being cre-
ated by off-roading. Off-roading 
lifts a lot of fine desert dust, par-
ticularly fine particulate matter 
known as PM 2.5, which can 
make it both difficult and dan-
gerous for residents to breath in 
that air. Particularly concerning 
is where people off-road in the 
area.

“Many of those who off-road, 
including both tourists and res-
idents, will do so in residential 
communities or on the Salton 
Sea’s newly exposed playa,” she 
added. “The playa, of course, 

contains many toxic pollutants 
that are dangerous for both 
off-roaders and those living 
nearby.”

Gopar asked the board to place 
restrictions on where people can 
off-road near the Salton Sea.

“No one should be exposed to 
these pollutants, especially for 
recreation,” she said. 

The board recommended staff 
work with the Sheriff ’s Office 
and Imperial County Air Pollu-
tion Control District staff to talk 
about potential signage in the 
area. 

BOARD ACCEPTS 
COVID-19 FUNDING

The county board voted 4-0 
in favor of a budget amendment 
resolution to accept grants, allo-
cations and Federal Emergency 
Management Agency Public As-
sistance and California Disaster 
Act funding.

The money goes toward the 
Public Health Department’s 
COVID-19 response, including 
setting up an alternate care site, 
teleworking expenses, overtime 
and more, said Janette Angulo, 
public health director. 

Some of the funds were re-
ceived in advance, while others 
are still being sent to the county, 
she said. A budget amendment 
resolution was needed, though 
there was no impact to the gen-
eral fund, as expenses have been 
and will be paid for from state or 
federal government funds.

The vote was 4-0 as Supervisor 
Luis Plancarte had to leave the 
meeting for another meeting.

Board Approves Nurse Men-
torship Program

The board also approved 
awarding a contract for the Reg-
istered Nurse Mentorship Pro-
gram to an outside agency.

“The RN Mentorship pro-
gram has been one of the Im-
perial County Workforce and 
Economic Development Office’s 
most successful training pro-
grams with an average of 90 per-
cent to 100 percent overall job 
placement across the last several 
years,” said Priscilla Lopez, direc-
tor of Workforce and Economic 
Development for the county. “It 
caters for fourth semester nurs-
ing students that are completing 
their RN certification and are in 
need of supportive assistance.”

The program, which will be 
run through the Imperial Val-
ley Regional Occupational Pro-
gram, will serve between 30 and 
37 students, she said. Not only 
are students provided mentors 
and tutoring if needed, but they 
get assistance with the purchase 
of medical instruments, books 
and National Council Licensure 
Examination fees.

“Whatever they need to ride 
out the last year,” she said.

While the board approved the 
contract, board members did ask 
for information at a future meet-
ing about how the program has 
helped retain nurses in the Val-
ley.

COUNTY

Board Talks ATV-Riding on 
Salton Sea Playa, COVID Funding
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SPORTS

HOLTVILLE SPORTS PAGE BROUGHT TO YOU BY:

(760) 356-1192 (760) 356-4381 (760) 337-3883 (760) 356-5800

Barbara Worth 
Country Club

(877) 482-5656

433 W. 5th Street,  
Holtville

(760) 356-4103

FOOTBALL

BY MURRAY ANDERSON
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

PINE VALLEY — The Holtville High 
School football team turned a house of 
horrors into a party pad on Friday, April 
9, when the Vikings traveled to take on 
Mountain Empire here and walked away 
with a 50-6 victory and an outright Des-
ert League championship.

It had been seven years since Holtville 
claimed an sole league championship on 
the gridiron, but the Vikings (3-0 in DL 
action, 3-2 overall) made it look easy on 
Friday, piling up 324 yards and seven 
touchdowns on the ground.

A week after racking up almost 400 
yards on the ground against Vincent 
Memorial, Holtville’s rushing attack was 
back at it with four different running 
backs getting into the end zone.

“This has been an unbelievable year 
and season with everything that has hap-
pened,” said Jeramiah Higgins, Holtville’s 
senior fullback. “This has been that last 
chance for us to be with these guys who 
are more like family than teammates.” 

Higgins helped the Vikings put the 
game away in the second half with two 
touchdown runs. The first came early in 
the third quarter on a 23-yard blast up 
the middle to give Holtville a 37-0 lead.

His second score came on the first play 
of the fourth quarter when he shot up 
the middle for a 28-yard touchdown run 
to put the Vikings up 50-0.

“The offensive line was definitely do-

ing a great job tonight and opening up 
some huge holes,” Higgins said. “I have 
to be patient and wait for that wedge to 
form, and it was absolutely wide open 
tonight.”

Holtville’s defense was stellar as well, 
holding the Redhawks (0-2 in DL play, 
0-5 overall) to 23 yards of offense. The 
Vikings pushed Mountain Empire back 
for negative-41 yards rushing on the eve-
ning.

“We came out and wanted to set the 
tone early and get a lead and play from 
ahead,” said fourth-year Holtville coach 
Jason Turner. “We have struggled on 
this field. Something seems to always go 

wrong here, and we just wanted to make 
sure that didn’t happen tonight.”

The Vikings had only won once in the 
previous five tries in Pine Valley dating 
back to 2010. 

Holtville had a trio of healthy running 
backs in Payton Iten (15 carries for 106 
yards and two touchdowns), Abraham 
Ramos (seven carries for 83 yards and a 
touchdown) and Jose Devoux (six car-
ries for 52 yards and two touchdowns) 
making their presence felt throughout 
the game.

VIKINGS THRASH 
REDHAWKS
Holtville Claims DL Title
Strong Ground Game Nets Seven Touchdowns in 50-6 Victory

“This has been 
that last chance 
for us to be with 
these guys who 
are more like 
family than
teammates.”
- Vikings Senior Fullback 

Jeramiah Higgins
Holtville High School sophomore quarterback 
Damian Rodriguez throws a pass against 
Mountain Empire High in Pine Valley on Friday, 
April 9.

Holtville High School senior Jose Devoux carries the ball against Mountain Empire High during a Desert League game in Pine Valley on Friday, 
 April 9. | VALERIE MENDOZA PHOTOS

See FOOTBALL, PAGE 8

SIGNINGS

BY MURRAY ANDERSON
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — Holtville High School 
senior Ryder Merten has been playing line-
backer for about half his life. Now he gets 
to do it for four more years at the collegiate 
level.

The 18-year-old recently signed his letter 
of intent to play college football at the Uni-
versity of La Verne, a private NCAA Divi-
sion III college located near Pomona in Los 
Angeles County. 

With Division III schools unable to offer 
athletic scholarships, Merten was awarded 
a scholastic-merit scholarship, which will 
cover about half of his annual tuition. 

“I’ve talked to the coach (Chris Krich) 
and he seems like a great guy and said I’ve 
got a roster spot on their defense,” Merten 
said. “I hope I can contribute right away, 
but I know I have to stay focused and I’ve 
gotta get in the weight room and get big-
ger.”

Merten Inks 
Letter to 
Play Football 
at La Verne

Holtville High School senior Ryder Merten stands 
with his parents, Merritt (left) and Vincent, 
during senior night on March 27 at Birger Field in 
Holtville. | VALERIE MENDOZA PHOTO

See MERTEN, PAGE 8

BY MURRAY ANDERSON
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — Location, location, lo-
cation.

That was one of the 
determining factors in 
Holtville High School 
senior Rachel Cham-
bers signing a letter of 
intent to play golf col-
legiately for Vanguard 
University in Costa 
Mesa in the fall.

“It will always 
be great weather to 
play golf in,” said the 
17-year-old Cham-
bers about why she 
selected Vanguard. “I 
really liked the loca-
tion, and the school 

Vikings’ Chambers 
Headed to the Beach

Holtville High 
School senior 
Rachel Chambers 
signs her letter 
of intent to 
attend Vanguard 
University. | PHOTO 
COURTESY OF 
CHAMBERS FAMILY

See CHAMBERS, PAGE 8

BY MURRAY ANDERSON
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

EL CENTRO — The Holtville 
High School girls’ soccer team 
seemed like it was on spring break 
during its game on Wednesday, 
April 7, against Central Union 
High, falling to the Spartans, 8-0, 
here.

The Vikings (1-6 overall) fell 
behind early with Central fresh-
man Camila Munguia putting the 
Spartans on top five minutes into 

BASEBALLGIRLS SOCCER

Spartans Crush Vikings
in Spring Break Matchup

Wildcats Rally to Take Down Vikings

See SOCCER, PAGE 8

Holtville High School junior Rachelle 
Gasca kicks the ball during the 
Vikings’ nonleague game against 
Central Union High in El Centro on 
Wednesday, April 7. | CATHI PHILLIPS 
LARIOS PHOTO

BY MURRAY ANDERSON
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

BRAWLEY — The Holtville High School 
baseball team built an early lead but failed to 
close out Brawley Union High and fell to the 
Wildcats, 5-3, here on Saturday, April 10.

The Vikings (4-3 overall) jumped out to a 3-0 
lead after batting in the top of the fourth in-
ning. Holtville opened with a run in the first 
and added two more in the fourth to build the 
lead.

The Wildcats (4-3 overall) drew close with 
two runs in the bottom of the fourth inning 
and then put up three in the bottom of the sixth 
to build their 5-3 advantage. A scoreless top of 
the seventh finished off the win for Brawley.

Holtville High School catcher Nick Pacheco tags out a 
Brawley Union High base runner at the plate during a 
nonleague game in Brawley on Saturday, April 10. | CATHI 
PHILLIPS LARIOS PHOTOSee BASEBALL, PAGE 8
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RUMORS ABOUND
Strahm said he was under the 

impression that the migrants 
being housed at the hotel were 
COVID-positive and expressed 
concerns that their status would 
contribute to the county’s case rate 
and slow its progress toward fully 
reopening businesses. 

While the migrants being 
housed temporarily at the hotel 
are in isolation or quarantine, the 
majority have not tested positive 
for the coronavirus, said Margaret 
Sauza, executive director of the 
Sure Helpline Crisis Center, which 
was providing wraparound ser-
vices for the migrants at the hotel.

Additionally, a county official 
said the migrants who are being 
released from custody into the 
county and who have tested pos-
itive for COVID-19 are not count-
ed among the county’s overall pos-
itive cases.

Strahm expressed similar un-
ease about the possibility that the 
migrants being housed at the hotel 
may pose a safety risk for nearby 
residents. Of the half dozen visits 
he has paid to the resort grounds, 
he has yet to encounter any secu-
rity. 

And though he has seen some 
of the adult migrants wearing 
electronic ankle monitors, Strahm 
said he has been left wondering 
whether those housed at the hotel 
have criminal records that he and 
his neighbors should be worried 
about. 

“We don’t know any of this,” 

Strahm said. “We would like to see 
more transparency.” 

A security guard has been hired 
to patrol the resort grounds at 
night as part of the housing ini-
tiative, resort owner Eddie Mejo-
rado previously stated. The coun-
ty Sheriff ’s Office has also been 
conducting more frequent patrol 
checks in response to the situa-
tion, sources said.

Another lingering rumor re-
garding the hotel is that the fed-
eral government intends to install 
additional shelter on the resort 
grounds in the form of tents or 
travel trailers. 

During the Holtville City Coun-
cil’s meeting on Monday, April 12, 
City Manager Nick Wells told the 
council that he had heard a rumor 
over the weekend that the feder-
al government is trying to figure 
out a way to install an unspecified 
number of travel trailers at the site 
to accommodate additional mi-
grants.

Wells remarks came in response 
to Mayor Pro Tem Richard Lay-
ton’s concerns about whether the 
hotel and its large volume of cur-
rent occupants could potentially 
have a negative impact on the ho-
tel’s sewer line and the city’s sewer 
system.

Wells responded that the cur-
rent situation presents a “prob-
lematic” scenario. He further 
explained that the hotel pays the 
city for treating its sewer and with 
the reported high number of oc-
cupants, the hotel will likely cross 
the threshold into a costlier usage 
rate for sewer. He also explained 
that the use of travel trailers would 
require a different kind of sewer 

connection, if installed. 
“They can’t just dump that into 

our sewer system without first 
talking to us about it,” Wells told 
the council. “It has to be a separate 
connection.”

Since the hotel began housing 
migrants, resort owner Mejora-
do has stated that he is not able 
to disclose any specifics about his 
contract with the state or potential 
plans at the venue.

The hotel’s sewage was also one 
of many listed concerns that ap-
peared on a flyer headlined “CALL 
TO ACTION” that reportedly was 
recently distributed among some 
of the residences nearby the golf 
resort. 

The flyer raised further ques-
tions about whether zoning ordi-
nances prohibited the conversion 
of the hotel for temporary shelter, 
whether nearby property values 
would be impacted, whether oth-
er sites had been considered, and 
whether the overall initiative was 
cost effective.

The anonymous flyer provid-
ed the names and phone num-
bers for elected officials at the 
local, state, and federal level and 
asked residents to contact them 
to demand greater transparen-
cy. A hand-painted sign stating 
“Boycott BWCC,” referring to the 
Barbara Worth Country Club, 
was also recently observed in the 
neighborhood.

In fact, there were a total of 
four signs affixed to utility poles 
surrounding the country club late 
last week, each with a different 
message, including one asking, 
“Where’s the Transparency?” and 
another, “Is this Govt Represent-
ing You? Castillo Vargas Garcia.”

Seeking Solutions
Murray Drive residents Irma 

Nickell and Luis Garcia both said 
they did not receive the flyer in 
question, but nonetheless had 
concerns of their own.

As Nickell stood in the front 
yard of the home she has rent-
ed for the past 11 years speaking 
with Garcia, her neighbor, both 
conceded they did not see any 
immediate solution to the surge 
of migrants entering through the 
United States’ Southwest border. 

Though Nickell, too, expressed 
concerns about safety, she ac-
knowledged that she hasn’t no-
ticed any unusual activity around 
the neighborhood as of late.

The children whose lives have 
been uprooted and who now find 
themselves at the Ramada hotel 
certainly have Nickell’s sympa-
thy. But the costs associated with 
housing such a large group over 
an extended period also has Nic-
kell worried about the average tax-
payer.

“In other words, we’re paying 
for it,” Nickell said.

For his part, Garcia said the mi-
grants’ presence didn’t bother him 
all that much. They are humans 
simply looking for a better oppor-
tunity, he said.

What he did take issue with 
was how criminal organizations 
were exploiting the migrants by 
providing them false information 
about U.S. immigration policy 
and downplaying the dangers of 
crossing the U.S.-Mexico border. 
Equally troubling, he said, is how 
the current migrant surge has been 
politicized to make it seem like the 
Biden administration is failing to 
properly address the issue.

“It’s a crisis on the border and 
they just want to make it worse,” 
Garcia said.

The scope of the current mi-
grant influx has been the subject 
of recent tweets by the Twitter ac-
counts of U.S. Customs and Bor-
der Protection El Centro and Bor-
der Patrol El Centro Sector Chief 
Gregory Bovino.

On Thursday, April 8, Bovino 
Twitter’s account reported that 
sector personnel encountered 
a group of 92 immigrants from 
South America within in a 24-
hour span.

“Most claimed to be family 
units when encountered,” Bovino 
tweeted.

So far, this fiscal year, the agen-
cy has arrested 24,508 immigrants 
who have crossed illegally, a 110 
percent increase from 11,620 ap-
prehensions recorded the same 
time last fiscal year, El Centro Sec-
tor Agent Anthony Garcia stated 
on Monday, April 12.

Anyone over the age of 14 that 
is apprehended by Border Patrol 
is fingerprinted and their infor-
mation is run through national 
databases for any matches. Those 
who have records entered into na-
tional databases, immigration or 
otherwise, will appear during the 
records check, said sector Agent 
and Special Operations Supervi-
sor Miguel Garcia.

Nor does having a criminal re-
cord in the United States preclude 
the Border Patrol from releasing 
a migrant on their own recogni-
zance with a Notice to Appear in 
immigration court, Garcia stated 
in an email Friday, April 9.  

“Each apprehension is handled 
on a case-by-case basis,” Garcia 
said.

As the elected official who rep-
resents Holtville, District 5 Super-
visor Ray Castillo acknowledged 
receiving a “handful” of phone 
calls from concerned residents 
about the situation at the Rama-
da hotel. Some of those concerns 
seemed to have been overblown 
and did not reflect what he had 
observed on site, he said. 

“A lot of times, if people don’t 
have information about what’s go-
ing on, people start thinking up 
their own scenarios,” he said.

Castillo, too, said that he heard 
the rumor about potential plans to 
erect tents on the resort’s grounds 
to house additional immigrants. 
During one of his several visits 
to the resort, he asked Mejorado 
whether the rumors had any merit 
and was told no.

“I told him that it wouldn’t be 
suitable for additional housing 
back there,” Castillo said. “Hope-
fully, they won’t consider that.”

Since the housing of the mi-
grants is considered an urgent 
matter, officials at the state and 
federal level aren’t obligated to 
notify county officials of their re-
sponse plans, he said. 

And although the county fair-
grounds were briefly considered 
as a possible site to house the mi-
grants, it was determined to have 
inadequate infrastructure and 
amenities to house a large number 
of individuals, especially as the 
summer heat approached, he said.

Still, the county is maintaining 
a dialogue with stakeholders and 
recently assigned its intergovern-
mental relations director to reach 
out to involved parties and elected 
officials to find out more about the 
evolving situation. 

In the meantime, Castillo re-
quested on the county’s behalf 
that concerned residents keep in 
mind that county officials are do-
ing their best to respond to the 
challenging circumstances posed 
by the migrants being released in 
the county.

“I would like to ask for their pa-
tience to let us work through this 
crisis, because it is a crisis,” Castil-
lo said.

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR 
CHANGE OF NAME 
CASE NUMBER: ECU001808 TO ALL 
INTERESTED PERSONS: Petitioner 
(name): Jaime Lee Jensen filed a 
petition with this court for a de-
cree changing names as follows:  
Present name : 
Jaime Lee Jensen  
Proposed name: 
Nada Y Todo 
THE COURT ORDERS that all per-
sons interested in this matter ap-
pear before this court at the hear 
ing indicated below to show cause, 
if any, why the petition for change 
of name should not be granted. 
Any per son objecting to the name 
changes described above must file 
a written objection that includes 
the reasons for the objection at 
least two court days before the 
matter is scheduled to be heard 
and must appear at the hearing 
to show cause why the peti tion 
should not be granted. If no writ 
ten objection is timely filed, the 
court may grant the petition with-

MIGRANTS
From page 1

Para calificar: Usted debe de tener
50 o masaños
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o ha sido diagnosticado con

enfermedad de leve
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“Examen

LEGAL NOTICE

A flier making the rounds among residents living near the Barbara Worth Country 
Club was shared recently. | COURTESY IMAGE
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“According to the truck driver, 
the SUV stopped or slowed to a 
near stop at the stop sign, then 
accelerated onto (State High-
way)-115 in front of the combi-
nation vehicle (semi-truck). The 
driver of the combination vehi-
cle applied the brakes and skid-
ded until the front of his vehicle 
collided with the left side of the 
SUV,” the NTSB reported states, 
referring to El Centro resident Joe 
Beltran, the 68-year-old driver for 
Haven & Sons Trucking Inc.

Beltran suffered moderate inju-
ries in the accident, including sev-
eral broken ribs. He was airlifted 
to Desert Regional Medical Cen-
ter in Palm Springs but released a 
day or so later.

The full NTSB report can be 
read online at HoltvilleTribune.
com or CalexicoChronicle.com. 
Most of the information in the 
report has been previously re-
ported. 

Beltran was heading north on 

Highway 115 and the driver of 
the SUV, Jairo de Jesus Dueñas 
Landin, was traveling west of 
Norrish. There is no posted stop 
sign on 115, only on Norrish.

The occupants of the Expedi-
tion died at the scene, except for 
one who succumbed after being 
transported to El Centro Regional 
Medical Center.

Mexican nationals killed were 
Carolina Ramirez Perez, 32; Jesus 
Gilberto Rojas Romero, 19; Ra-
quel Martinez Aparicio, 39; Maria 
Isabel Patiño Boyzo, 34; Rosalia 
Gonzalez Garcia, 32; Maria Gua-
dalupe Vargas Mendez, 49; Felix 
Josefino Rodriguez Medina, 53; 
Jose Rogelio Mendez Orozco, 51; 
Gumaro Samuel Ramirez Cortez, 
39; and Arnulfo Mora Talavera, 
42.

Guatemalan nationals who 
died in the accident were Magda-
lena Elizabeth Lopez Escobar, 20, 
and Yesenia Magali Melendrez 
Cardona, 23, of Chiquimulilla, 
Guatemala.

The 12 other passengers in the 
SUV all sustained some degree 
of injury and were transport-

ed by ground or air to hospitals 
throughout Imperial, San Diego, 
and Riverside counties.

The accident itself is still under 
investigation by multiple agen-
cies, including the NTSB, which 
stated in the release that it “con-
tinues to collect and analyze data 
about the precrash actions of both 
vehicle drivers, motor carrier op-
erations, and the configuration 
of the intersection. All aspects of 
the crash remain under investiga-
tion as the NTSB works alongside 
the California Highway Patrol 

(CHP), which is conducting a 
separate, parallel investigation. In 
addition to the CHP, the Federal 
Motor Carrier Safety Administra-
tion and Caltrans are parties to 
the NTSB investigation.”

The human-smuggling activi-
ties related to the incident are still 
under investigation by the De-
partment of Homeland Security 
and its related agencies. 

Mexicali resident Jose Cruz 
Noguez, age 47, a legal permanent 
resident of the United States, was 
charged in federal court by the 

United States Attorney’s Office on 
March 30, with coordinating the 
March 2 human-smuggling. He 
was arrested on March 29 as he 
crossed into the U.S. from Mexico 
at a Calexico-area Port of Entry.

Cruz appeared for a prelimi-
nary hearing in federal court in 
El Centro on Tuesday morning, 
April 13, via teleconference be-
fore U.S. Magistrate Judge Ruth 
Bermudez Montenegro, where his 
attorneys reportedly requested 
additional time to prepare their 
defense.

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR 
CHANGE OF NAME 
CASE NUMBER: ECU001808 TO ALL 
INTERESTED PERSONS: Petitioner 
(name): Jaime Lee Jensen filed a 
petition with this court for a de-
cree changing names as follows:  
Present name : 
Jaime Lee Jensen  
Proposed name: 
Nada Y Todo 
THE COURT ORDERS that all per-
sons interested in this matter ap-
pear before this court at the hear 
ing indicated below to show cause, 
if any, why the petition for change 
of name should not be granted. 
Any per son objecting to the name 
changes described above must file 
a written objection that includes 
the reasons for the objection at 
least two court days before the 
matter is scheduled to be heard 
and must appear at the hearing 
to show cause why the peti tion 
should not be granted. If no writ 
ten objection is timely filed, the 
court may grant the petition with-

out a hearing. 
NOTICE OF HEARING 
Date: May 14, 2021 
Time: 8:30 a.m. 
Dept.: 7 
The address of the court is: 
Superior Court of California, Coun-
ty of Imperial 
939 Main Street 
El Centro, CA 92243 
A copy of this Order to Show Cause 
shall be published at least once 
each week for four successive 
weeks prior to the date set for 
hearing on the peti tion in the fol-
lowing newspaper of general circu-
lation, printed in this county (spec-
ify newspaper): Holtville Tribune 
Date: March 15, 2021 
Jeffrey B. Jones 
Judge of the Superior Court Filed:  
Superior Court of California Coun-
ty of Imperial  
03/15/2021 at 04:34:53 PM By 
Nelly Torres, Deputy Clerk Legal 
9023  
Publish: March 25, April 1, 8, 15, 
2021

ANNOUNCEMENT
 

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, 
the most advanced 

debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule 

a FREE LeafFilter 
estimate today. 15% 
off Entire Purchase. 

10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-855-

424-7581 
 

Become a Published 
Author. We want 

to Read Your 
Book! Dorrance 

Publishing-Trusted by 
Authors Since 1920 

Book manuscript 
submissions currently 

being reviewed. 
Comprehensive 

Services: Consultation, 
Production, Promotion 
and Distribution. Call 
for Your Free Author`s 

Guide 1-877-538-
9554 or visit http://

dorranceinfo.com/Cali
 

INVENTORS - FREE 
INFORMATION 

PACKAGE. Have 
your product idea 

developed affordably 
by the Research & 
Development pros 
and presented to 

manufacturers.  Call 
1-844-752-8272 for a 

Free Idea Starter Guide. 
Submit your idea for a 

free consultation.
 

Water Damage to Your 
Home?  Call for a quote 
for professional cleanup 

& maintain the value 
of your home!  Set an 

appt. today! Call 1-855-
401-7069

 

AUTOS WANTED
 

DONATE YOUR 
CAR OR TRUCK 

TO HERITAGE FOR 
THE BLIND. Free 3 
Day Vacation, Tax 
Deductible, Free 

Towing, All Paperwork 
Taken Care Of. CALL 

1-877-573-9104. 
 

WANTED! Old Porsche 
356/911/912 for 

restoration by hobbyist 
1948-1973 Only. Any 
condition, top $ paid! 

PLEASE LEAVE 
MESSAGE  

1-707-339-5994. Email: 
porscherestoration@

yahoo.com 
 

DONATE YOUR CAR, 
BOAT OR RV to receive 
a major tax deduction. 
Help homeless pets. 

Local, IRS Recognized. 
Top Value Guaranteed. 

Free Estimate and 
Pickup.   

LAPETSALIVE.ORG 
1-833-772-2632 

 
DONATE YOUR CAR 
TO KIDS  Fast Free 

Pickup – Running or Not 
- 24 Hour Response - 

Maximum Tax Donation 
– Help Find Missing 

Kids! Call 1-888-491-
1453.

 
CABLE/ 

SATELLITE TV
 

DIRECTV - Every live 
football game, every 

Sunday - anywhere - on 
your favorite device. 

Restrictions apply. Call 
IVS - 1-888-641-5762.

INSURANCE
 

SAVE BIG on HOME 
INSURANCE! Compare 
20 A-rated insurances 

companies. Get a quote 
within minutes. Average 
savings of $444/year! 
Call 1-844-410-9609! 

(M-F 8am-8pm Central) 
 

MEDICAL/HEALTH
 

HERNIA REPAIR? 
DID YOU RECEIVE 
A HERNIA MESH 

PATCH between 2009- 
present? Did you suffer 

complications from 
removal surgery, bowel 
perforation, infection, 
abdominal wall tears, 
puncture of abdominal 

organs or intestinal 
fistulae after placement 

of this device? You 
may be entitled to 

compensation. Attorney 
Charles Johnson 1-800-

535-5727 
 

ATTENTION 
DIABETICS! Save 

money on your diabetic 
supplies! Convenient 

home shipping for 
monitors, test strips, 

insulin pumps, catheters 
and more! To learn 

more, call now!  
1-855-702-3408

 
Attention: Oxygen 

Users!  Gain freedom 
with a Portable Oxygen 
Concentrator!  No more 
heavy tanks and refills! 

Guaranteed Lowest 
Prices!  Call the Oxygen 

Concentrator Store:  
1-844-653-7402

 
Portable Oxygen 

Concentrator May Be 
Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence 

and mobility with the 

compact design and 
long-lasting battery 
of Inogen One. Free 

information kit! Call 844-
327-2824. 

 
Lowest Prices on Health 

Insurance. We have 
the best rates from top 
companies! Call Now! 

1-888-989-4807
 

Life Alert. One press 
of a button sends help 
FAST, 24/7! At home 
and on the go. Mobile 

Pendant with GPS. 
FREE First Aid Kit (with 

subscription.) CALL 
833-518-1049 FREE 

Brochure. 
 

Premium Generic 
Viagra (100mg) or Cialis 
(20mg) 80 Tablets $99 
or 100 Tablets $119. 
Other Meds Available 

FREE SHIPPING 
Satisfaction Guaranteed 
(888) 424-4908 or Visit: 

USAServicesOnline.com. 
 

REAL ESTATE/LOANS
 

RETIRED COUPLE  
$1 MIL for business 

purpose Real 
Estate loans. Credit 
unimportant. V.I.P. 

Trust Deed Company 
www.viploan.com 

Call 1-818-248-0000 
Broker-principal 

DRE 01041073. No 
Consumer Loans. 

 
TAX SERVICES

 
ARE YOU BEHIND 
$10k OR MORE ON 
YOUR TAXES? Stop 
wage & bank levies, 
liens & audits, unfiled 

tax returns, payroll 
issues, & resolve tax 

debt FAST. Call 1-855-
970-2032.

CLASSIFIED ADS

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT  
FILE NO.: 21-220 
The following persons are con-
duct ing business as: 
Marrs Construction Designs Inc. 
712 Fig Ave. 
Holtville, CA 92250 
County of Imperial 
Full Name of Registrants: 
Daniel John Marrs 
712 Fig Ave. 
Holtville CA 92250 
This business is conducted by: A 
Corporation 
Articles of Incorporation: 
C4683550 Registrant commenced 
to transact business under the 
Fictitious Business Name(s) listed 
above on: March 15, 2021. 
I, Declare that all of the informa-
tion 

in this statement is true and 
correct. Signature: Daniel John 
Marrs, Owner The filing of this 
statement does not of itself au-
thorize the use in this State or a 
Fictitious Business Name in Vi-
olation of the Rights of another 
under Federal, State or Common 
Law. 
Filed with the Imperial County 
Clerk-Recorder on: March 17, 
2021. NOTICE: This statement ex-
pires on: March 16, 2026. A new 
statement must be filed prior to 
the expiration date. 
Chuck Storey/County Clerk Re-
corder 
Rebecca Leyva-Balmaceda, Depu-
ty Clerk 
Legal 9022  
Publish: Mar. 25, April 1, 8, 15, 
2021

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

Legal: Publish: April 15, 2021

PUBLIC NOTICE

CRASH
From page 1

LEGAL NOTICE

doses.
It was reported on Tuesday 

morning that the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
and the U.S. Food and Drug Ad-
ministration were recommend-
ing putting the brakes on the 
use of the Johnson & Johnson 
vaccine when, of the 6.8 million 
doses that had been adminis-
tered, six women between the 
ages of 18 and 48 had developed 
cerebral venous thrombosis, a 
potentially life-threatening form 
of blood clot, between six and 14 
days after receiving the vaccine.

One of the chief causes for 
concern was the fact that a sim-
ilar condition had apparently 
developed with the use of the 
AstraZeneca/Oxford vaccine, 
Imperial County Health Offi-
cer, Dr. Stephen Munday said on 
Tuesday during Public Health’s 
weekly update before the county 
Board of Supervisors.

“A similar syndrome has been 
seen with the AstraZeneca vac-
cine. (The Johnson & Johnson) is 
a similar type of vaccine to As-

traZeneca,” Munday said, add-
ing both vaccines are based on 
adenovirus, or what is referred 
to as “adenoviral vectors.”

The Johnson & Johnson vac-
cine is based on human adeno-
virus, while the AstraZeneca 
version is based on chimpanzee 
adenovirus, Munday said. 

Adenoviruses are a large fam-
ily of viruses found in humans 
and other animals. In humans, 
some of these viruses can cause 
the common cold. “Scientists 
can also use these viruses to 
make vaccines, by using them to 
make what’s called a viral vector. 
A vector is a virus shell that re-
searchers can use to package up 
and deliver a target from anoth-
er virus,” according to published 
reports.

Munday said the Pfizer and 
Moderna versions of the vac-
cines using mRNA technolo-
gy. The mRNA, or “Messenger 
RNA,” vaccine teaches cells how 
to make a protein that triggers 
an immune response inside the 
bodies.

Johnson & Johnson is the only 
adenoviral vector vaccine ap-
proved for emergency use in the 
United States as the AstraZeneca 

vaccine is still under review.
AstraZeneca’s version has 

been cleared for use in Europe 
since mid-February, and several 
dozen Imperial Valley residents 
have taken doses of the vaccine 
as part of a part of a trial through 
El Centro Regional Medical 
Center and University of Cali-
fornia San Diego Health.

AstraZeneca has had its use 
restricted to certain populations 
by European governments due 
to the clotting issue, and now, 
as U.S. officials investigate the 
safety of Johnson & Johnson’s 
vaccine, plans to rollout out that 
brand in parts of Europe, Aus-
tralia, and South Africa have 
been put on hold, according to 
published news reports.

“To date, Imperial County has 
received over 10,500 J&J vac-
cines through the state’s vaccine 
program. This number does not 
include those received through 
the federal program and we are 
currently working to obtain 
this information,” according to 
a press release from Imperial 
County Public Health issued on 
Tuesday afternoon.

“Of the J&J doses adminis-
tered in Imperial County, no 

major side effects have been re-
ported,” the release stated.

The window of worry, so far, 
about potential problems stem-
ming from use of the Johnson 
& Johnson vaccine does not ap-
pear to extend past about three 
weeks, according to many public 
health officials.

Imperial County Public 
Health on Tuesday put out 
the message through its social 
channels and the news release 
that anyone experiencing se-
vere headache, abdominal pain, 
leg pain, or shortness of breath 
within three weeks after vaccina-
tion should contact their health 
care provider. 

“Adverse reactions following 
receipt of any COVID-19 vac-
cine should be reported using 
the Vaccine Adverse Event Re-
porting System (VAERS). Those 
who are currently scheduled to 
receive the J&J vaccine should 
contact their healthcare provid-
er, vaccination location, or clinic 
to learn about additional vaccine 
availability,” the county release 
states.

CDC and FDA panels were ex-
pected to weigh the safety infor-
mation from Johnson & Johnson 

and CDC experts on Wednesday, 
April 14, before making a deci-
sion about continuing a pause 
on the vaccine or discontinuing 
its use for certain populations, 
the Washington Post reported.

“This is a very rare event,” 
Imperial County’s Dr. Munday 
said about the six cases, adding 
that stopping the vaccine’s use is 
being done “in an abundance of 
caution.”

This comes as the supply of 
vaccine due to California was 
to take a hit anyway over the 
next few weeks with reports that 
Johnson & Johnson doses would 
be decreased by 88 percent due 
to a manufacturing error at a 
Baltimore plant, where 15 mil-
lion doses were contaminated, 
according to published reports. 

Overall doses of vaccine to 
California were to decrease by 
15 percent this week, which 
Newsom said will not affect the 
state’s June 15 “reopening” date 
that has been widely predicated 
on the steady supply of vaccine 
in the state and maintaining low 
hospitalization rates.

VACCINE
From page 1
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All three of them had first-half 
touchdowns and Iten added a sec-
ond score on the final play of the 
half on a seven-yard sprint to the 
end zone. The score gave Holtville 
a 30-0 lead at intermission.

“Our chemistry is really good 
because we’ve been playing to-
gether since we were freshmen, 
all at the exact same positions we 
play now,” said Holtville senior 
Roman Ordonez about the suc-
cess of his offensive line. “We get 
together, and we watch film and 
help each other get better every 
week.”

Holtville’s ground game was so 
successful, the Vikings didn’t at-
tempt a pass in the second half at 
Mountain Empire.

On the defensive side of the 
ball, the only hiccup for Holtville 

was on the final play of the game 
when the Vikings allowed a 31-
yard touchdown pass from the 
Redhawks’ freshman quarterback 
Corey Vann to senior receiver 
Marcus Smith.

“I’m happy for these kids, espe-
cially these seniors,” Turner said 
about winning the DL crown. “So 
much was taken away from them 
this year because of COVID, and 
for them to battle through all that, 
come out here in spring and play 
like they have, I couldn’t be more 
proud.”

Having wrapped up the DL 
title, Holtville will travel to San 
Ysidro for a nonleague contest to 
complete its COVID-shortened 
season at 7 p.m. on Friday, April 
16. Mountain Empire will travel 
to take on Palo Verde Valley of 
Blythe at 7 p.m. April 16 at Impe-
rial High School in the DL finale 
for both schools. 

FOOTBALL
From page 5

the game. 
Munguia would go on to find 

the back of the net four times 
in the contest, followed close-
ly by teammate Ashley Romero 

with three goals. Valeria Morales 
chipped in the other goal for the 
undefeated Spartans (8-0 over-
all).

Central opens Imperial Val-
ley League play this week with a 
5 p.m. home game on Monday, 
April 12, against Brawley (5-0-1 
overall) and then travels across 

town to take on Southwest High 
at 5 p.m. Wednesday, April 14.

The Vikings open their IVL 
schedule at 5 p.m. Tuesday, 
April 13, hosting Calexico High 
School. Holtville will also host 
Vincent Memorial at 6 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 14.

Merten has been the Vikings’ 
leading tackler the last two years, 
averaging about 15 tackles a 
game. It wasn’t a hard sell for 
Holtville coach Jason Turner to 
convince Krich to give Merten 
the opportunity.

“Ryder has really begun to 
master his trade at linebacker,” 
Turner said. “He knows what the 
offense is going to run by study-
ing little nuances he sees in the 
other team.”

Merten did his research on 
the University of La Verne and 
learned it offers a criminology 
major which he hopes can lead 
him to a career in intelligence for 
the U.S. Air Force or as an inves-
tigator with the FBI. 

As for having football help him 
attain his lifelong goals, Merten 
said he couldn’t have imagined it 
until his junior season in 2019.

“Last year I started getting let-
ters and thinking to myself that I 
can do this, I can play at the next 
level,” Merten said. “But before 
that I never thought I’d have the 
chance to play football in college.”

La Verne plays in the Southern 
California Interscholastic Ath-
letic Conference with competi-

tion against Chapman College of 
Orange, Redlands, Cal Lutheran 
University in Thousand Oaks, 
and Whittier. SCIAC schools 
didn’t have a 2020 season due to 
COVID, so the last champion of 
the SCIAC was Chapman which 
finished the league season a per-
fect 7-0 in 2019.

La Verne went 3-4 in confer-
ence action in 2019 and 4-6 over-
all. 

“Ryder is a smart kid. He’s go-
ing to go there, figure out what 
the coaches expect of him and 
work to get it done,” said Turn-
er, who is in his fourth season as 
head coach of the Vikings. “If it’s 
defense, special teams or watch-
ing and learning and getting 
stronger, he’ll be able to adjust.”

On the roster in 2019 was a 
fellow Imperial Valley football 
product, Derek Guzman from 
Southwest High School. Guz-
man was listed as a 5-foot-7, 
185-pound sophomore lineback-
er for the Leopards in 2019.

Merten is listed at 6-foot-3, 200 
pounds and said it’s his goal to get 
in the weight room and add mus-
cle before getting to La Verne for 
summer practices. 

“The coach told me I have good 
size for a linebacker, but I still 
want to grow some more and get 
a lot stronger,” Merten said. 

has a good biology department 
which will help me get started 
toward becoming a veterinari-
an.”

Chambers was being recruit-
ed by a few schools, including 
Arizona Christian University in 
Phoenix. Ultimately, the ocean 
won out over the desert as Van-
guard is just about five minutes 
away from Newport Beach. The 
small-school, Christian environ-
ment also appealed to her moth-
er and father. 

Chambers finished second 
at this year’s recently complet-
ed Imperial Valley League golf 
championships, shooting a 42 
on nine holes at the very tough 
Rams Hill Golf Club in Borrego 
Springs. Imperial’s Demi Preece 
won the IVL title with a 39 and 
Southwest’s Kayla Howard was 
third with a 47.

Holtville’s Audrey Abatti fin-
ished sixth with a 54.

Chambers, who went into the 
event as the IVL’s top seed, was 
pleased with her score at the 
championships, but gave credit 
to Preece for hitting a lot of big 
shots and earning the title.

“I was thinking I’d shoot 
somewhere between a 40 and 
42,” Chambers said. “But Demi 
played great and made a lot of 
putts and deserved to win.”

While Chambers was born 
into a family of golfers, she didn’t 
pick up the sport at an insanely 
early age.

“When I was 10, I took my 
first golf lesson,” she said. “I re-
member it was hard just to hit 

the ball. I was probably already 
in high school when I learned 
how to actually play well.”

Chambers’ mother, Karin, 
is the Holtville High School 
girls’ golf coach, following in 
the footsteps of her father, John 
Kirchenbauer, who was a long-
time golf and wrestling coach at 
Holtville, Southwest and Central 
Union highs.

“When I started the kids in 
golf, it was a family thing to do 
so we could get more family 
time together,” Karin Chambers 
said. “With the boys out there at 
golf lessons, I told Rachel to get 
out there, too, and not just stand 
around.”

The younger Chambers said 
she never thought golf would 
take her to college, but she’s hap-
py now for all the time, effort 
and money spent learning the 
sport. 

“It takes a lot of work, and I’ve 
played in a lot of tournaments 
in San Diego with a lot of peo-

ple who are way better than me,” 
Chambers said.

Now, Chambers will be play-
ing with a relatively new college 
golf program at Vanguard Uni-
versity. The first season of com-
petition was in 2019 when the 
Lions won the Golden State Ath-
letic Conference by 25 strokes 
and earned a berth in the NAIA 
National Championships.

Vanguard will have eight to 10 
players on its team, and they will 
battle among themselves to be in 
the top-six, who then travel to 
tournaments. 

Chambers, who is known for 
her long and accurate drives off 
the tee, will continue to work 
on her game and prepare for the 
summer when she makes the 
move to Costa Mesa. 

“I’ve got her practicing four 
to five times a week, whether it’s 
chipping or putting around the 
house or going out and hitting 
the driving range,” Karin Cham-
bers said.

SOCCER
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MERTEN
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Holtville High School senior Ryder Merten signs his letter of intent to play football 
for the University of La Verne next fall. | PHOTO COURTESY OF HOLTVILLE HIGH 
SCHOOL

Holtville High School senior Rachel Chambers (left) stands with Vanguard 
University coach Jeff Anderson (middle) and her mother, Karin Chambers, after 
signing her letter of intent to play golf at Vanguard. | PHOTO COURTESY OF THE 
CHAMBERS FAMILY

CHAMBERS
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Reynaldo Montiel had a hit, 
scored a run, and drove in two 
runs to lead the Wildcats, while 
Israel Espinoza and Tennes-
see Carranza also had one RBI 
apiece. Fernando Noriega got 
the win for Brawley, pitching 
three innings in relief without 
giving up a hit.

For the Vikings, Erik Garcia 
had a hit and two RBI and Rafa 
Espinoza had two hits in four 
at-bats.

Raul Sierra started for Holt-
ville, going the first four in-
nings, allowing two runs on 
four hits. J.R. Garewal pitched 
the fifth inning and started the 
sixth inning, giving up one run 
on one hit and Arturo Lazos 
pitched the sixth inning, giving 
up two runs and walking three 

Wildcats.
The Vikings open Imperial 

Valley League action at 6 p.m. 
Tuesday, April 13, at Calipatria, 
then turn around and host the 
Hornets at 6 p.m. Thursday, 
April 15.

Brawley travels to Blythe to 
take on Palo Verde Valley in the 
IVL opener for both teams at 6 
p.m. Tuesday, April 13, with the 
two teams meeting in Brawley 
at 6 p.m. Thursday, April 15.

BASEBALL
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