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W ith a look of deep concen-
tration, Emiliano Padilla 
steered his dusty tan horse 

around the arena. Slowing down, 
speeding up, and maneuvering at the 
direction of the judge, the 7-year-old 
out of Holtville put on display the skills 
he’d worked on for the last year.

Emiliano was among the top winners 
at the first Barbara Worth Brigadettes 
ranch-riding event on Saturday, April 
16. After his first win in his age division 
for ranch trail riding (inside the arena), 
his gap-toothed smile matched his 
excitement.

“This is my first event,” Emiliano said. 
“It just felt great to win.”

His father, Damian Padilla, was 
proud of his son’s progress. It was in the 
last year that Damian bought their first 
horse, Thunder, in hopes of teaching his 
kids how to ride.

Although he didn’t grow up around 
horses at his own house, it was at his 
grandparents’ house that he liked the 
ranch lifestyle.

“We just started them out this last 
year,” Damian said of his two sons, the 
younger of which was just 3 years old. 
“We’re just learning along the way.”

Led on a lead by his father, Damian’s 
youngest son, Julian, also is just starting 
to ride, even before he’s started attend-
ing school.

While Emiliano cleaned up, winning 
“halters,” or the top award in multiple 
events, in the 8 and under division and 
took away a “fly sheet,” or a large horse 
blanket of sorts that only the most dec-
orated winners received, Julian didn’t go 
away empty-handed. 

Dad Damian had the opportunity to 
pin a bright red ribbon on his littlest 
son’s shirt. 

It’s the next generation of horse 
riders that the Brigadettes are aiming 
to attract in the Valley. Although some 

would associate horse riding to those 
who participate in rodeos or the Impe-
rial Valley’s beloved Cattle Call events 
each year, the Brigadettes aim to also 
contribute to the community. Saturday’s 
event benefited the Humane Society of 
Imperial County.

“All of us here love our horses and we 
want to share that love with the com-
munity,” said Dana Malone of Imperial, 
who is the current Brigadette president. 
“We really also do care a lot about each 
other; we’re sisters.”

BRIGADETTESBRIGADETTES
BARBARA WORTH

MARK 80-YEAR ANNIVERSARY

Riding Club Known for Gymkhanas 
Changes It Up With Ranch-Riding Event

Damian Padilla (left) of Holtville pins a red 
ribbon on his 3-year-old son’s shirt after little 
Julian competed in his first horse competition 
during the first Barbara Worth Brigadettes 
ranch-riding event on Saturday, April 16.

See BRIGADETTES, PAGE 6

City previously projected 
$150K deficit, but now stands 
to be $20K in the black
BY JULIO MORALES
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — The city of Holtville is ex-
pected to close out the current fiscal year with a 
positive general fund 
balance instead of a 
nearly $150,000 pan-
demic-related deficit 
that was initially pro-
jected. 

The rosi-
er- t han-exp e c te d 
financial outlook 
was provided to the 
City Council by City 
Manager Nick Wells 
in a mid-year budget 
review during a re-
cent council meeting. 

Based on Wells’ 
projections, revenues 
for the city through 
March stood around $2.9 million, reflecting a 
positive general fund balance of about $20,000. 
The projected revenues were considerably more 
than the $2.7 million originally anticipated 
amid the ongoing pandemic, Wells said.

Holtville Budget 
Outlook Better
Than Expected

CITY

See BUDGET, PAGE 7

BY THE NUMBERS

$90,000 
Amount of CARES Act 

funds the city has 
received

$149,112 
Previously projected 

general fund deficit for 
fiscal 2020-2021

$20,006 
Current projection of 
general fund balance 

for fiscal 2020-21

BY JULIO MORALES
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — For at least the next 
nine weeks, booking a room at either the 
Travelodge by Wyndham El Centro or the 
Ramada by Wyndham Hotel at the Barbara 
Worth Country Club appears to be a no-go. 

That’s because both have been contracted 
through June 30 by the state to temporarily 
house asylum seekers that federal immi-
gration officials have been releasing into 

the county.
With both hotels hav-

ing apparently reached 
maximum occupancy, some local officials 
have begun to question whether the situa-
tion could represent a boon or a potential 
loss in transient occupancy taxes tied to the 
lodgings.

Mayor Cheryl Viegas-Walker posed that 
very question to her colleagues on the El 
Centro City Council during its meeting on 
Tuesday, April 20. 

“I have no care who 
those rooms are rented 
to,” Viegas-Walker said 

during the meeting. “But if the state can 
make a unilateral decision to decrease our 
revenue, that’s not right.”

A transient occupancy tax, also known as 
a “bed tax,” is imposed on the overall cost 
of renting a room at local hotels and motels 
for guests that stay fewer than 30 days. The 
city of El Centro has a 10 percent tax.

There is an 8 percent tax covering the 

hotel at the Barbara Worth Country Club, 
which is situated in the unincorporated 
area of Imperial County a couple miles 
west of the city of Holtville.

As part of Viegas-Walker’s search for an 
answer, she had previously requested that 
Mayor Pro Tem Tomas Oliva reach out 
to state officials to get clarification about 
whether the city will receive the transient 
occupancy taxes related to the migrants’ 
temporary housing at the Travelodge. 

UPDATE

El Centro, County Await Word on Bed Taxes Tied to Migrant Housing

See BED TAX, PAGE 6

SEE THE CONTRACT ONLINE AT: 
HOLTVILLETRIBUNE.COM

Vaccine Demand Down 
Across Imperial County

COVID-19

BY RICHARD MONTENEGRO BROWN
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

Local healthcare providers and public health 
experts understand “vaccine hesitancy” is a 
problem not just across the country but at home, 
although Blanca Morales Grijalva questions how 
widespread it is in communities like Calexico.

Calexico leads many county COVID-19 in-
dicators on several fronts, including commu-

See VACCINE, PAGE 7

A novice rider of only about a year, 7-year-old Emiliano Padilla of Holtville takes the family horse, Thunder, through its paces during the first 
Barbara Worth Brigadettes ranch-riding event on Saturday, April 16. Emiliano won multiple awards in his division. | CAMILO GARCIA JR. PHOTO
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Semana del 19 de abril
Salud Mental en la Concientización y 

Prevención de la Agresión Sexual 
Sonia Silva, Directora del Albergue WomanHaven, Un Centro de Soluciones Familiares

Abril es el mes de Concientización y Prevención de la Agresión 
Sexual. La conexión entre la agresión sexual y las preocupa-
ciones de salud mental de por vida relacionadas con el trau-
ma es, lamentablemente y demasiado común, al igual que la 

frecuencia de la agresión sexual. Únase a nosotros mientras ar-
rojamos luz sobre las verdades y consecuencias de la agresión 
sexual con Sonia Silva, la directora de albergue Woma Haven , 

Un Centro de Soluciones Familiares, en un intento de apoyar un 
Valle Imperial más seguro y saludable para todos.

Check out the latest musings from 
editorial cartoonist Dave Garcia/Gilgar.

PUBLIC SAFETY

Con Dalia Pesqueira 

Asylum Seekers at Barbara Worth Cause Stir

GILGAR

(422) 265-1525

POLICE BRIEFS
STAFF REPORT

HOLTVILLE — The follow-
ing reports were collected from 
the Imperial County Sheriff ’s 
Office call logs for the Holt-
ville substation from April 15 
through April 19.

THURSDAY, APRIL 15
10:38 a.m.: A Holtville res-

ident flagged down a passing 
deputy to report the theft of a 
package containing a gold and 
diamond ring worth $182. 

11:33 a.m.: A Holtville resi-
dent reported witnessing a man 
hit a woman after the two were 
arguing. The caller told depu-
ties that the man took an item 
from the woman’s hands before 
walking away. The man was last 
seen walking southbound on 
Walnut south of Sixth Street.

FRIDAY, APRIL 16
10:40 p.m.: A Holtville res-

ident reported that his sewage 
pipe is backed up due to a near-
by restaurant dumping oil and 
grease down the drain. The res-
ident was advised that public 
works would not respond if the 
problem was on their property. 

SATURDAY, APRIL 17
3:05 p.m.: The Holtville 

Postmaster called deputies to 
report that a postal worker was 
being followed by a gray pit 
bull and a black mutt. The dogs 
were not being aggressive and 
were gone by the time deputies 
arrived at the scene. 

MONDAY, APRIL 19
10:17 a.m.: A female sub-

ject called 911 from the Salton 
City area to report witnessing 
the driver of another vehicle 
hitting somebody in the pas-
senger seat while swerving and 
speeding down the road. 

1:07 p.m.: An Imperial Irri-
gation District employee called 
deputies to report a large group 
of campers jumping into the 
Highline Canal near the in-
tersection of Highway 98 and 
Bornt Road.  

7:35 p.m.: A Seeley resident 
called deputies and stated that 
individuals and the Sheriff ’s 
Office have been sending “guys” 
to her home who are possibly 
taking her hormones from a 
shelf. The caller said that she 
needs the hormones, otherwise 
she “goes crazy.” 

Week of April 26
Mental Health on Sexual Assault 

Awareness and Prevention
April is Sexual Assault Awareness and Prevention Month. 
The connection between sexual assault and lifelong men-
tal health concerns related to trauma is unfortunately too 
common, as is the frequency of sexual assault. Join us as 
we shine light into the truths and consequences of sexual 

assault with longtime show friend and regular guest, Woman-
haven A Center for Family Solutions Director of Legal Ser-

vices Judy Klein Prichard, in an attempt to support a safer, 
healthier Imperial Valley for everyone.

BY JULIO MORALES
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — About 80 
acres of brush were consumed by 
a fourth-alarm fire that was re-
ported northeast of Holtville near 
Norrish Road and the Highline 
Canal about 1:30 p.m. Sunday, 
April 18.

No injuries or damages to any 
structures or infrastructure was 
reported in the fire, although one 
occupied residence and nearby 
powerlines were initially threat-
ened by the blaze, the Imperial 
County Fire Department report-

ed Monday, April 19.
The cause of the fire remains 

undetermined. The fire was lo-
cated about three to four miles 
northeast of Holtville on both 
sides of the canal and took sever-
al hours to extinguish, county fire 
Battalion Chief Juan Rodelo said.

Responding firefighters had 
initially encountered strong 
northerly winds at the scene, 
which made it more challenging 
to extinguish the fire, Rodelo said.

The last of the responding units 
left the scene about 8 p.m. Sun-
day. Although some county fire 
personnel remained on scene 

overnight into Monday to ensure 
the extinguished fire remained 
within its containment lines, he 
said.

A residence located at the 
northwest corner of Norrish and 
Graeser roads was initially threat-
ened by the blaze, as were nearby 
electrical transmission lines. In 
response, personnel and resourc-
es were deployed to safeguard the 
residence and infrastructure. 

“That was one of the biggest 
concerns we had,” Rodelo said. 
“That became a priority over ev-
erything else.”

Responding firefighters had 

been deployed to fight the fire 
on its western and eastern flanks 
to help with containment. The 
Imperial Irrigation District also 
deployed heavy equipment such 
as graders and bulldozers to help 
establish lines of containment, as 
well.

“IID was critical on assisting 
us,” Rodelo said.

Additional assistance was pro-
vided by the Holtville, El Centro, 
Calexico, Brawley, Westmorland, 
and Yuma fire departments. The 
Bureau of Land Management 
took over the investigation into 
the fire’s origins, Rodelo said.

Fire Scorches About 80 Acres Near Holtville

Calexico fire Capt. Eduardo Ainza speaks with crews on his radio while members of Calexico fire’s Brush 11 unit battle flame on a mutual-aid call in the county northeast 
of Holtville on Sunday, April 18 along the Highline Canal near Norrish Road. | CAMILO GARCIA JR. PHOTOS

A wall of flame on a brush fire along the banks of the Highline 
Canal can be seen on Sunday, April 18 about three to four miles 
northeast of Holtville near Norrish Road. The four-alarm fire in-
volved crews from several agencies.
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POLICE BRIEFS
SATURDAY, APRIL 17

3:05 p.m.: The Holtville 
Postmaster called deputies to 
report that a postal worker was 
being followed by a gray pit 
bull and a black mutt. The dogs 
were not being aggressive and 
were gone by the time deputies 
arrived at the scene. 

MONDAY, APRIL 19
10:17 a.m.: A female sub-

ject called 911 from the Salton 
City area to report witnessing 
the driver of another vehicle 
hitting somebody in the pas-
senger seat while swerving and 
speeding down the road. 

1:07 p.m.: An Imperial Irri-
gation District employee called 
deputies to report a large group 
of campers jumping into the 
Highline Canal near the in-
tersection of Highway 98 and 
Bornt Road.  

7:35 p.m.: A Seeley resident 
called deputies and stated that 
individuals and the Sheriff ’s 
Office have been sending “guys” 
to her home who are possibly 
taking her hormones from a 
shelf. The caller said that she 
needs the hormones, otherwise 
she “goes crazy.” 

STAFF REPORT

SACRAMENTO — Vivian E. 
Perez of Holtville has been ap-
pointed to the Colorado River 
Basin Regional Water Quality 
Control Board, according to the 
office of Gov. Gavin Newsom.

Perez’s appointment was an-
nounced on Wednesday, April 
14, on the governor’s website.

“It is a real honor to be ap-
pointed by Gov. Newsom to Col-
orado River Basin Regional Wa-
ter Quality Control Board. Most 
of my career has been in health-
care and environmental justice. 
This appointment is offering me 
an opportunity to bring my ex-
pertise to this regulatory agen-
cy. I look forward to working 
alongside other members of the 
board and bringing equity to the 
region,” Perez to this newspaper.

Colorado River Basin, Region 
7, Regional Water Quality Con-
trol Board covers about 13 mil-
lion acres (20,000 square miles) 
in the southeastern portion of 
California, which includes all of 
Imperial County and portions of 
San Bernardino, Riverside, and 
San Diego counties. 

Region 7 is bounded on the 
east by the Colorado River; to 
the south by Mexico; the west, by 
the Laguna, San Jacinto, and San 
Bernardino mountains; and to 
the north by the New York, Prov-
idence, Granite, Old Dad, Bris-
tol, Rodman, and Ord Mountain 
ranges, according to the Region-
al Water Quality Control Board 
website.

S o m e 
of the 
pr i m ar y 
challeng-
es facing 
the Colo-
rado Riv-
er Basin, 
Region 7, 
is pollu-
tion from 
Me x i c o , 

increasing salinity, selenium, and 
eutrophication in the Salton Sea, 
silt, nutrient, and pesticide pol-
lution of the agricultural drains 
in Imperial Valley and the New 
and Alamo Rivers, and under-
ground leaking tanks, according 
to the RWQCB.

The 59-year-old Perez has been 
center manager at Planned Par-
enthood of the Pacific Southwest 
since 2016 and a faculty mem-
ber at the University of Phoenix 
since 2010. She was a provider 
network consultant at Fresenius 
Health Partners from 2016 to 
2017. Perez was operations man-
ager at Fresenius Medical Care 
North America from 2012 to 
2014. 

She was a commissioner for 
the Imperial Valley Housing 
Authority appointed by the city 
of Holtville from 1997 to 2013. 
Perez earned a Master of Public 
Administration degree from San 
Diego State University. 

Her position on the water con-
trol board requires Senate confir-
mation and the compensation is 
$250 per diem. Perez is a Dem-
ocrat.

BY ELIZABETH VARIN
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

Imperial County leaders are 
hoping the federal government 
will start COVID-19 testing some 
individuals they are releasing 
from custody.

The Board of Supervisors sent 
a letter on April 12 and ratified 
it Tuesday, April 20 asking U.S. 
Customs and Border Protection 
officials in Washington, D.C. to 
coordinate COVID-19 testing for 
Entry Without Inspection indi-
viduals prior to their release from 
custody, according to the letter.

Entry Without Inspection indi-
viduals are those who entered the 
U.S. without being inspected by 
an immigration or Border Patrol 
agent at a port of entry or check-
point without obtaining permis-
sion to enter the country, accord-
ing to county public information 
officer Gil Rebollar.

County officials had already 
discussed the issue with local 
Customs and Border Protection 
officials, according to the letter to 
the federal officials.

The impetus for the letter, ap-
parently, followed that “wholly 
unsatisfactory discussion on this 
matter with local U.S. Customs 
and Border Protection officials,” 
according to the letter.

“The lack of a screening for 
COVID-19 not only places EWI 
individuals at risk, but the public 
health of our entire community,” 
the letter states. “Imperial Coun-
ty is a community with a higher 
proportion of racial and ethnic 
minority populations that have 
been gravely and disproportion-
ately affected by COVID-19. CBP 
officials’ refusal to implement a 
simple and reactive testing strat-
egy only aggravates the situation.”

Imperial County officials vol-
unteered to provide local resourc-
es and coordinate state resources 
if needed, but those requests were 
denied based on national policy, 
according to the letter.

“We understand that there is a 
pilot COVID-1 testing program 
underway at a CBP facility in 
Del Rio, Texas,” according to the 
letter. “We are requesting that a 
similar pilot be immediately ap-

proved in Imperial County with 
the accompanying resources to 
implement the program or that 
you implement policy that per-
mits federal-local coordination 
and collocation to conduct test-
ing prior to releasing. 

“Timely access to and avail-
ability of testing is imperative, 
especially when the level of com-
munity transmission in Imperial 
County is still substantial,” the 
letter continues. “Implementing 
responsive testing is an essen-
tial action that must be taken 
to slow and stop the spread of 
COVID-19.”

Board Acts on Youth Work-
force Issue

The county is also looking to-
ward the future workforce, as 
the board voted unanimously to 
request proposals for Workforce 
Innovation and Opportunity Act 
Youth Program Services for fiscal 
2021-2022.

The services are offered for el-
igible youths ages 14 to 24, said 
Priscilla Lopez, Workforce and 
Economic Development director. 
The county will release a request 
for proposals to provide services 
for those individuals in what has 
been a successful program.

“It’s very important to note that 
throughout the years we’ve added 
components including financial 
literacy and other areas,” Lopez 
said. “This increase that we’re 
proposing for services, we want 
to see how much we can get out 
of this program.”

That includes technology, 
which the area has seen through-
out the pandemic that some kids 
have lacked, she said.

The request is being made to 
fulfil the workforce development 
board mandate to provide eligi-
ble youths with comprehensive 
activities and ongoing guidance 
intended to improve long-term 
employability and enhance edu-
cational, occupational and lead-
ership skills. 

The program will be funded 
by Workforce Innovation and 
Opportunity Act funding in an 
amount not to exceed $2.2 mil-
lion, she said. There will be no 
impact to the county general 
fund.

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

County Concerned 
Over COVID-19 Testing 

of Released Migrants

LOCAL

Gov. Tabs Holtville’s Vivian Perez 
for Colorado River Board

PEREZ

After five hearings, 
starting back in 

December, the 
Air Pollution Control 

District Hearing Board 
votes 4-0 to issue order

BY ELIZABETH VARIN
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

In what one board member 
called a hearing that isn’t go-
ing to be topped, the Imperial 
County Air Pollution Control 
District Hearing Board voted 
4-0 to issue an order of abate-
ment against the Imperial Irri-
gation District over the Red Hill 
Bay project site at the Salton Sea.

The ruling came on Friday af-
ternoon, April 16, following sev-
eral Fridays of testimony.

An order for abatement is an 
enforcement action that requires 
an owner or operator who is out 
of compliance to take specific 
action to get back into compli-
ance with air district rules.

Discussions have centered 
around exposed Salton Sea 
lakebed, or playa, at the Red 
Hill Bay project at the southern 
end of the sea. The Air Pollution 
Control District contends the 
IID has been an irresponsible 
landowner of the Red Hill site, 
while IID officials say the Air 
Pollution Control District was 
too quick to push forward with 
notices of violation.

After five days of hearings, 
spread out since the middle of 
December, the board voted 4-0 
with one member absent to issue 
a notice of violation.

“Me, as a member of this 
hearing board, my concern is 
the citizens of this county,” said 
Chairman of the Board Sergio 
Cabanas, adding that he un-
derstands both the position the 
county air district and the IID 

are in at this point after all of 
the testimony. “I’ve been on this 
hearing board for 18 years, and 
nothing’s going to top this one. 
I feel like I’m an attorney now.”

Other board members mir-
rored some of Cabanas’ com-
ments.

The hearing has been a 
big learning experience, said 
board member Dr. Shavonne 
Borchardt. However, she add-
ed, what weighs most on her 
mind is the health and safety of 
the residents in the county. And 
with the worst asthma rates in 
the state, air-quality issues like 
this impact many in the county.

The air district says IID failed 
to control air-quality emissions 
at the Red Hill Bay Project site 
on a few instances during the 
summer of 2020, according to 
testimony during the first hear-
ing date in December.

The Red Hill Bay project is 
aimed at creating hundreds of 
acres of shallow marine wet-
lands to provide aquatic bird 
habitat and reduce airborne 
dust from playa exposed due 
to a shrinking Salton Sea. The 
wetlands created by the Red Hill 
Bay project will help support the 
habitat goals at the Salton Sea as 
well as support backbone infra-
structure at the sea, according to 
the findings of fact in the order 
for abatement.

The project stalled due to 
funding issues.

One of the primary issues 
being discussed at the hearing, 
according to air district attorney 
Alene Tabor, is best-available 
control measures that IID refus-
es to implement on the site.

“Requiring the best-available 
control measures is essential to 
protecting the health of our citi-
zens,” she said. “Imperial County 
residents deserve the best-avail-
able control measures.”

Corrective action needs to be 

taken by the IID as expeditiously 
as feasible, she said, and shallow 
flooding of the site or gravel can 
be implemented more expedi-
tiously and will result in higher 
control efficiency than IID’s pro-
posals of surface roughening, 
seeding, vegetation, irrigated 
furrows, or sprinklers.

“The bottom line is a need to 
protect the health of the citizens 
of Imperial County,” Tabor said.

The IID viewpoint about 
the hearing differed. Clif Mc-
Farland, attorney for the IID, 
argued many of the points, in-
cluding whether there were any 
violations that took place on the 
site to begin with.

“It’s clear that the air district 
has no case, and it’s not even par-
ticularly close,” he said, adding 
that the district wants in place 
a “mandatory injunction on ste-
roids that goes well beyond what 
is allowed by the health and 
safety code and would eventual-
ly be overturned.”

Why is the air district pur-
suing such matters, McFarland 
asked rhetorically.

“The air district is trying to 
use its coercive enforcement 
authority to force IID to build a 
federal habitat project,” he said. 
“The air district is trying to do 
that because the Fish and Wild-
life Service for whatever reason, 
lack of funding, has been unable 
to build the project to date. 

“The lack of progress on the 
habitat project has naturally 
caused frustration, so someone, 
somewhere, decided it would be 
clever and politically expedient 
to use the coercive enforcement 
of the air district to try and force 
IID to build that habitat project,” 
McFarland continued. “And it 
may be clever, but it’s also wrong. 
It’s a clear misuse of the air dis-
trict’s authority. The air district 
is an air-quality agency. It is not 
a habitat facilitation agency.”

ENVIRONMENT

Air District Dings IID Over Red Hill Bay
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Visit www.iid.com to learn how you can  
RECEIVE A $50 REBATE.

Don’t waste your 
watts. Make every

kilowatt count.

Stay in your comfort zone with a next-generation thermostat that allows you to 
control your air conditioner settings remotely from anywhere at anytime.

Designed to save energy, next-generation thermostats will also learn your setting 
preferences and household schedule to help you reduce energy costs.

Visit www.iid.com/rebates for a list energy efficient appliances, equipment and 
measures that qualify for IID’s Energy Rewards rebate program.

STAY IN YOUR  
COMFORT ZONE.

Holtville Tribune
Your No. 1 Local News Source in Print and Online!

holtvilletribune.com

• Breaking News
• Local Viewpoints
• Local Sports Coverage

• Obituaries
• Photos of Local  Events
• Plus much more!

DERMA’S FLOOR COVERINGS
IN BUSINESS SINCE 1978

Free Estimates!Free Estimates!
Open Monday-Friday, 

8 a.m. to 6 p.m.
760-355-2483 or 760-355-2484

220 No. J Street, Imperial, CA 92251

FOOTBALL

Spring into a 
New Driver’s Seat

DocuSign funding available

Ask about GAP | MRC

Promotional rates valid through end
of May 

with First Imperial Credit Union

3.49%
APR*

Terms Up  to 84 Months
Terms Up  to 84 Months
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Apply Online at ficu.com
*Annual Percentage Rate. Loan application subject to credit approval. 3.49% APR applies to new vehicles up to 84 months based on creditworthiness.  Current FICU loans not eligible for promotion. Other restrictions may 
apply. All vehicles �nanced are subject to inspection. Minimum loan amount of $5,000.  Payment per $1,000 �nanced with an 84 month term at 3.49% APR is $13.37. Rates and terms subject to change without notice. For 
additional details visit �cu.com or the Loan Liner agreement. FICU reserves the right to modify or end this promotion at any time without notice. Promotional rate valid 4/1/21 through 5/31/21. 
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SPORTS

HOLTVILLE SPORTS PAGE BROUGHT TO YOU BY:

(760) 356-1192 (760) 356-4381 (760) 337-3883 (760) 356-5800

Barbara Worth 
Country Club

(877) 482-5656

433 W. 5th Street,  
Holtville

(760) 356-4103

League Season Begins

FOOTBALL

BY MURRAY ANDERSON
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

SAN YSIDRO — For the Holtville High 
School football team, the only drama in the 
season finale here came as the 14 seniors suit-
ed up for the last time and led the Vikings to a 
43-0 victory on Friday, April 16.

The Vikings (4-2 overall, 3-0 in the Des-
ert League) won the DL championship the 
week prior with a 50-6 victory over Mountain 
Empire, so this nonleague game was one last 
chance to honor the seniors.

Jason Turner, Holtville’s fourth-year head 
coach, has been with this specific group of 
seniors since they began playing flag football 
around age 6. He coached them through Pop 
Warner and once they became Vikings.

“This group is very special to me, they set 
the bar higher for all future Vikings coming 
through the program,” Turner said. “I think 
these kids lost one game the first year we start-
ed together in tackle football when they were 
so young.”

During the game on April 16, the Vikings’ 
rushing attack again shined bright as senior 
running back Abraham Ramos ran for two 
touchdowns and fellow senior Jose Devoux 
had one rushing touchdown. 

“We talked all week about the ‘lasts’ these 
guys were going to face; last bus ride, last game, 
last time wearing the uniform,” Turner said. 
“But ultimately nothing compares to playing 
with your friends, and that’s what these guys 
are, friends that have become like family.”

Junior running back Payton Iten also ran for 
two touchdowns against San Ysidro and soph-
omore quarterback Damian Rodriguez threw 
his first touchdown pass of the season, an 18-
yard strike to senior Joel Gomez. 

Defensively, senior Isidro Garcia led the way 
for Holtville with two interceptions and junior 
Dorian Maize also picked off an errant San 
Ysidro pass. 

Now Turner and the Vikings have a little less 
than four months to prepare for the beginning 
of the 2021 season, slated to get underway in 
August.

Vikings’ Finale Delivers 
43-0 Romp in San Ysidro

Holtville High School senior Abraham Ramos carries the ball up the middle against San Ysidro in a nonleague 
game in San Ysidro on Friday, April 16. | VALERIE MENDOZA PHOTOS

Holtville High School senior Isidro Garcia (left) 
deflects a pass against San Ysidro High during a 
nonleague game in San Ysidro on Friday, April 16.

Holtville High School junior running back Payton 
Iten carries the ball around the edge against 
San Ysidro High during a nonleague game in San 
Ysidro on Friday, April 16.

BY MURRAY ANDERSON
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — The Holt-
ville High School softball team 
opened Imperial Valley League 
action with two convincing victo-
ries over Calipatria High, blank-
ing the Hornets, 24-0, on Tues-
day, April 13, and winning, 14-0, 
on Thursday, April 15. 

The Vikings (6-0 overall and 
2-0 IVL) got dominant pitching 
performances during the week. 
Sophomore Kalli Strahm tossed 
a one-hitter in the April 13 con-
test and senior Zamara Gutierrez 
pitched a no-hitter on April 15.

“Our goal is to show growth 
and progress each time we step 
on the field,” said Melissa Snyder, 
now in her fourth year as Holt-
ville’s head coach. “Even if it is 1 
percent of progress daily, by June 
we will be exactly where we want 
to be.”

SOFTBALL

Vikings 
Swat 
Hornets

Holtville High School sophomore 
pitcher Kalli Strahm delivers a pitch 
against Calipatria during an Imperial 
Valley League game in Holtville on 
Tuesday, April 13. | CATHI PHILLIPS 
LARIOS PHOTO

BY MURRAY ANDERSON
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — The Holtville 
High School girls’ soccer team 
opened Desert League action 
with two strong showings, down-
ing Calexico 5-0 on Tuesday, 
April 13, and following that up 
with a 12-1 victory over Vincent 
Memorial Catholic on Wednes-
day, April 14, at Birger Field here. 

GIRLS SOCCER

Vikings Open 
League with 
Easy Wins

Holtville High School senior Amanda 
Strahm prepares to launch a shot 
against Vincent Memorial Catholic in 
a Desert League game at Birger Field 
in Holtville on Wednesday, April 14. | 
CAMILO GARCIA JR. PHOTO

Calexico, Holtville, 
Brawley, Palo Verde 

ready to roll this 
week while others 
remain undecided

BY RICHARD  
MONTENEGRO BROWN

HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

CALEXICO — Cuauhtemoc 
Beltran, like many parents of 
players on the 2020 CIF-San Di-
ego Section Division IV cham-
pionship Calexico High School 
boys’ basketball squad, wondered 
if his son would ever get a chance 
to defend his title.

It was just weeks after the Bull-
dogs won the division crown in 
a 70-57 victory over El Capitan 
in San Diego on Feb. 28 when 
COVID-19 shut down life as 
then-16-year-old sophomore Ju-
lian Beltran and his teammates 
knew it.

Public schoolchildren all 
over the Valley were sent home 
for distance learning, all sports 
ceased, and, for the Calexico 
boys’ hoopsters, at least, they 
couldn’t even celebrate their Cin-
derella season with all the fanfare 
that such a distinction should 
have garnered.

INDOOR SPORTS

Basketball, 
Wrestling 

Finally Get 
Green Light

Cuauhtemoc Beltran (right) is shown 
with his son, Julian, during the 
winter sports banquet from March 
2019, when Julian, a freshman when 
this photo was taken, was named 
“offensive player of the year” for 
the Calexico High School boys’ 
basketball team. The team would go 
on to win the CIF-San Diego Section 
Division IV championship in February 
2020. | COURTESY PHOTO

BY MURRAY ANDERSON
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

BRAWLEY — Big plays are 
made in big games and the Cen-
tral Union High School football 
team got four huge plays and made 
them stand up, beating rival Braw-
ley Union High, 28-20, in the 77th 
edition of the Bell Game at Warne 
Field here on Friday, April 16.

Even in the COVID-shortened 
and delayed season, the Spartans 
(4-1 overall, 3-0 in the Imperial 
Valley League) and Wildcats’ (5-1 
overall, 3-1 in IVL) annual rivalry 
game seems to always decide the 
IVL champion. With both teams 

FOOTBALL
Big Plays Lead 

Spartans to 
Bell Game Win

See SOCCER, PAGE 8

See SOFTBALL, PAGE 8

See INDOOR SPORTS, PAGE 8

See BELL GAME, PAGE 8
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During Tuesday’s council meet-
ing, Oliva said that a represen-
tative of Gov. Gavin Newsom’s 
office was expected to provide a 
response by the end of the week. 

Oliva also made it clear that the 
city’s inquiry was not driven by 
any opposition to the hotel’s cur-
rent occupants, but rather a con-
cern about a potential loss of TOT 
revenue.

“That is something we need 
here, we depend on,” Oliva said.

At the urging of Viegas-Walk-
er on Tuesday, the city intends 
to send a letter to state officials 
requesting reimbursement of the 
TOT should the state indicate that 
the city will not be receiving the 
funds from the migrants’ hotel 
stay.

The matter of the TOT was 
briefly discussed toward the end 
of Tuesday’s meeting and was not 
an agendized item. 

An analysis of the daily room 
rates and the respective TOTs 
of the city of El Centro and the 
county by this newspaper suggests 
that both entities would stand to 
gain about $21,000 in TOT over 
the course of a month.

Tuesday evening’s discussion 
represented the first time the El 
Centro City Council spoke in 
open session about the temporary 
housing of migrants in the city af-
ter it was informed by the county 
executive office that the Trav-
elodge was being used for such 
purposes, Viegas-Walker said.

The effort by the city of El Cen-
tro is the latest in a series of local 
officials’ actions and pronounce-
ments in response to the in-
creased temporary housing in the 
county of asylum seekers who are 
in the process of being reunited 
with family or sponsors through-
out the United States.  

A Potential Boon or Bust 
The county of Imperial is also 

uncertain whether it will collect 
the TOT related to the rental of 
rooms at the Ramada hotel out-
side of Holtville. The county has 
an 8 percent TOT in place.

It is not expecting to find out 
for certain whether it will collect 
the TOT from the Ramada hotel 
until sometime in July. That de-
termination depends on the re-
porting, permitting, or request for 
exemption by the hotel operator, 
county Public Information Officer 
Gilbert Rebollar stated.

Any position that the hotel op-
erator takes in regard to the TOT 
will be made explicit in its quar-
terly “TOT Return” form, cor-
responding with the months of 
April through June, that it has to 
submit to the county by July 31, 
Rebollar said in an email on Tues-
day, April 20.

“It is then when we shall see if 
an exemption is requested or the 
total amount that is expected to 
be collected,” Rebollar said. “If the 
operator chooses to submit a TOT 
exemption form, our tax admin-
istrator will discuss with Counsel 
(the county’s) next steps.”

The two local hotels are part of 
four sites being contracted by the 

California Department of Gener-
al Services (DGS) to temporarily 
house migrants in Imperial and 
San Diego counties as part of the 
state’s Statewide Travel Program 
and Asylum Seekers Program, a 
DGS spokesperson said.

The two San Diego-based sites 
include the Four Points by Sher-
aton San Diego and the Wynd-
ham Garden San Diego.

At the Ramada hotel, the DGS 
contract stipulates that the hotel 
shall make available a minimum 
of 100 guest rooms per day for the 
length of the contract, which was 
ratified March 26. 

The state is paying the hotel op-
erator a flat rate of $90 per night 
for the use of the rooms, accord-
ing to a copy of the DGS contract 
with hotel management. 

At the Travelodge, the state is 
paying hotel management $71.66 
per night, its contract stated. 

The provisions of that con-
tract required Travelodge to 
make available a minimum of 
80 guest rooms per day starting 
April 5 and through the length of 
the contract, which was ratified 
March 31. 

“Starting April 29, we will be 
able to offer a total of 90 rooms 
and offer a total of 100 rooms 
starting June 1,” the DGS contract 
with Travelodge stated.

The contracts are scheduled 
to expire on June 30, when the 
Statewide Travel Program fund-
ing expires, said Monica Hassan, 
DGS spokesperson, in an email 
on Tuesday, April 20.

The DGS contracts, obtained 
through a public records request, 
do not appear to make any specif-
ic reference to transient occupan-
cy taxes, but do state that aside 
from the daily room rate the state 
does intend to pay taxes.

The Other Sheltering Contract 
On April 6, Catholic Charities 

ratified a $329,000 contract with 
the California Department of 
Social Services to provide wrap-
around services for the migrants 
being released into the county.

The nonprofit’s personnel had 
initially been deployed to the 
Travelodge to provide migrants 
with translation and interpreta-
tion services, three meals a day 
and hygiene items, coordination 
of medical services, travel coor-
dination for the migrants to reach 
their destination, and transporta-
tion to the airport.

More recently, Catholic Char-
ities started providing similar 
services at the Ramada hotel, 
said Appaswamy “Vino” Pajanor, 
Catholic Charities, Diocese of San 
Diego chief executive officer.

To do so, the organization had 
to hire multiple Valley residents 
so that its staff could be present 
onsite seven days a week, Catholic 
Charities reported.

Although the two local hotel 
housing contracts end June 30, 
with no information immedi-
ately available on whether they 
would be renewed or extended, 
the Catholic Charities contract is 
good through Feb. 28, 2022.

In the meantime, the state has 
taken over the medical screening 
and COVID-19 testing for the 
migrants that are being released 
into and temporarily housed in 
the county, Pajanor said in an 
email on Tuesday, April 20.

Much of that screening and 
testing had previously been per-
formed at the Imperial Valley 
College Quarantine and Isolation 
Shelter, which closed its opera-
tions Friday, April 16.

The ongoing release into the 
county of migrants who might be 
COVID-positive or potentially 
exposed has been a point of con-
tention for county officials since 
the state-led housing initiative got 
underway.

During the April 20 meeting of 
the county Board of Supervisors, 
it voted to ratify a letter county 
staff had already sent April 12 to 
U.S. Customs and Border Protec-
tion requesting that it establish a 
pilot COVID-19 testing program 
in the Valley much like the one 
the agency established at a CBP 
facility in Del Rio, Texas.

Previously, the El Centro Sector 
Border Patrol reported that until 
there is guidance from Border Pa-
trol headquarters in Washington, 
D.C., the local sector will not be 
performing COVID testing on 
those immigrants it apprehends 
and subsequently releases into the 
Valley.

Para calificar: Usted debe de tener
50 o masaños
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The Brigadettes are a local horse-riding group 
that is celebrating its 80th-year anniversary since 
its founding, known mostly for its regular trail 
rides each month and its annual Gymkhana 
event.

The ranch riding event, which differs from the 
Gymkhana, focused more on showmanship, the 
art of being able to control the horse and ride 
along certain obstacles at various speeds in a tech-
nically correct way. It’s not the speed riding event 
that most would associate with competitive horse 
riding.

The Brigadette group, which has 24 members 
but also fluctuates in numbers, saw people come 
as far as Blythe, like Addison Mefford, a fresh-
man in high school, who said when she needs to 
decompress from everything, riding does that.

What she’s found in the years since she started 
riding horses at age 3 is that she feels most relaxed 
and content when she’s out riding by herself or 
with a few friends.

“It’s a thing that I can come to after a hard day 
at school. I can just clear my mind,” the 14-year-
old Addison said. “It’s just my happy place.”

For Brigadette Janet Stills, the heart of the or-
ganization is keeping traditions of horsemanship 
alive, in the times that the lost art needs some 
boosts from younger participants.

Stills, a former Cattle Call queen who still com-
petes in team penning and ranch sorting, said her 
daughter used to ride and she doesn’t see herself 
stopping anytime soon.

“I’ve known these ladies most of my life,” Stills 
said. “We’re trying to help this continue by getting 
youth involved and get our next generation to 
bring up those who love horses.”

The judge for the event was Murrie Plourd, 
whose day job is as principal of the Imperial 
Valley Homeschool Academy. Plourd has more 
than two decades of experience in horse training 
and has been the frequently sought person to help 
Cattle Call queens prepare for competitions.

“She’s a great horse trainer in the Valley,” 
Malone said. “She’s taken many horses to many 

championships.”
Jamie Mefford, Addison’s mom, said her family 

is originally from Holtville and she considers her-
self a “barn mom” to her daughter and her daugh-
ter’s riding friends. Malone said she was excited to 
see younger participants that are so important to 
keeping the “lost art” of horsemanship alive.

“This really is a family thing. You see multiple 
generations of family members traveling togeth-
er,” Malone said. “It fosters family togetherness.”

Making the trip from Blythe was 16-year-old 
Sophia Craig, one of Addison’s friends, who has 
been competing for just a year and a half. Her 
quarter horse, Foster, stood out in the group for 
his size and strength.

“I specialize in western pleasure riding, which 
is basically riding slow and looking pretty,” Sophia 
laughed, “which is hard because he’s huge.”

Although she was riding from the age of 7, 
Foster was a gift for her 15th birthday.

“It’s great being out of town and changing en-
vironments. I’d like to be a horse trainer that fixes 
behavioral problems… and teach(es) people how 
to handle them,” Sophia said.

It was clear that in the group of participants 
there were some riders who appreciate being 
part of the community and others who have even 
greater professional aspirations.

Addison has already won in competitions, with 
her latest buckle in 2020 at the High Point Horse 
Show in the novice division. Although she wants 
to continue to grow and compete professionally in 
racing and jumping, it’s the relationships that she’s 
developed over the years that makes it something 
she can’t imagine leaving behind.

Addison also won multiple halters and a fly 
sheet on Saturday.

“Honestly just being out riding, being with my 
friends laughing and having fun, it’s relaxing. It’s 
not really about the competition anymore, it’s just 
having fun,” she said.

And for newcomers like Emiliano, his ride is 
just beginning. He’d like to start learning how to 
rope, so he may be the future of continuing horse-
manship in Imperial Valley.

“I can learn a lot about horses,” he said. “I’m 
really happy.”

BRIGADETTES
From page 1

BED TAX
From page 1

With Mt. Signal in the background, Addison Mefford, 14, of Blythe competes during the Barbara Worth Brigadettes 
ranch-riding event on Saturday, April 16. Already an experienced rider, Mefford won numerous events in her division on 
Saturday. | CAMILO GARCIA JR. PHOTOS
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ANNOUNCEMENT
 

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, 
the most advanced 

debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule 

a FREE LeafFilter 
estimate today. 15% 
off Entire Purchase. 

10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-855-

424-7581 
 

Become a Published 
Author. We want 

to Read Your 
Book! Dorrance 

Publishing-Trusted by 
Authors Since 1920 

Book manuscript 
submissions currently 

being reviewed. 
Comprehensive 

Services: Consultation, 
Production, Promotion 
and Distribution. Call 
for Your Free Author`s 

Guide 1-877-538-
9554 or visit http://

dorranceinfo.com/Cali
 

INVENTORS - FREE 
INFORMATION 

PACKAGE. Have 
your product idea 

developed affordably 
by the Research & 
Development pros 
and presented to 

manufacturers.  Call 
1-844-752-8272 for a 

Free Idea Starter Guide. 
Submit your idea for a 

free consultation.
 

Water Damage to Your 
Home?  Call for a quote 
for professional cleanup 

& maintain the value 
of your home!  Set an 

appt. today! Call 1-855-
401-7069

 

AUTOS WANTED
 

DONATE YOUR 
CAR OR TRUCK 

TO HERITAGE FOR 
THE BLIND. Free 3 
Day Vacation, Tax 
Deductible, Free 

Towing, All Paperwork 
Taken Care Of. CALL 

1-877-573-9104. 
 

WANTED! Old Porsche 
356/911/912 for 

restoration by hobbyist 
1948-1973 Only. Any 
condition, top $ paid! 

PLEASE LEAVE 
MESSAGE  

1-707-339-5994. Email: 
porscherestoration@

yahoo.com 
 

DONATE YOUR CAR, 
BOAT OR RV to receive 
a major tax deduction. 
Help homeless pets. 

Local, IRS Recognized. 
Top Value Guaranteed. 

Free Estimate and 
Pickup.   

LAPETSALIVE.ORG 
1-833-772-2632 

 
DONATE YOUR CAR 
TO KIDS  Fast Free 

Pickup – Running or Not 
- 24 Hour Response - 

Maximum Tax Donation 
– Help Find Missing 

Kids! Call 1-888-491-
1453.

 
CABLE/SATELLITE TV

 
DIRECTV - Watch your 

favorite live sports, 
news and entertainment 

anywhere. More top 
premium channels 

than DISH. Restrictions 
apply. Call IVS - 1-888-

641-5762.
 

INSURANCE
 

SAVE BIG on HOME 
INSURANCE! Compare 
20 A-rated insurances 

companies. Get a quote 
within minutes. Average 
savings of $444/year! 
Call 1-844-410-9609! 

(M-F 8am-8pm Central) 
 

MEDICAL/HEALTH
 

HERNIA REPAIR? 
DID YOU RECEIVE 
A HERNIA MESH 

PATCH between 2009- 
present? Did you suffer 

complications from 
removal surgery, bowel 
perforation, infection, 
abdominal wall tears, 
puncture of abdominal 

organs or intestinal 
fistulae after placement 

of this device? You 
may be entitled to 

compensation. Attorney 
Charles Johnson 1-800-

535-5727 
 

ATTENTION 
DIABETICS! Save 

money on your diabetic 
supplies! Convenient 

home shipping for 
monitors, test strips, 

insulin pumps, catheters 
and more! To learn 

more, call now!  
1-855-702-3408

 
Attention: Oxygen 

Users!  Gain freedom 
with a Portable Oxygen 
Concentrator!  No more 
heavy tanks and refills! 

Guaranteed Lowest 
Prices!  Call the Oxygen 

Concentrator Store:  
1-844-653-7402

 
Portable Oxygen 

Concentrator May Be 
Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence 

and mobility with the 

compact design and 
long-lasting battery 
of Inogen One. Free 

information kit! Call 844-
327-2824. 

 
Lowest Prices on Health 

Insurance. We have 
the best rates from top 
companies! Call Now! 

1-888-989-4807
 

Life Alert. One press 
of a button sends help 
FAST, 24/7! At home 
and on the go. Mobile 

Pendant with GPS. 
FREE First Aid Kit (with 

subscription.) CALL 
833-518-1049 FREE 

Brochure. 
 

Premium Generic 
Viagra (100mg) or Cialis 
(20mg) 80 Tablets $99 
or 100 Tablets $119. 
Other Meds Available 

FREE SHIPPING 
Satisfaction Guaranteed 
(888) 424-4908 or Visit: 

USAServicesOnline.com. 
 

REAL ESTATE/LOANS
 

RETIRED COUPLE  
$1 MIL for business 

purpose Real 
Estate loans. Credit 
unimportant. V.I.P. 

Trust Deed Company 
www.viploan.com 

Call 1-818-248-0000 
Broker-principal 

DRE 01041073. No 
Consumer Loans. 

 
TAX SERVICES

 
ARE YOU BEHIND 
$10k OR MORE ON 
YOUR TAXES? Stop 
wage & bank levies, 
liens & audits, unfiled 

tax returns, payroll 
issues, & resolve tax 

debt FAST. Call 1-855-
970-2032.

CLASSIFIED ADS

The current $20,000 general 
fund balance also appears as if it 
will increase, based on added rev-
enue that Wells said he was made 
aware of in the week prior to the 
council’s April 12 meeting.

“If we can break even in a year 
like 2020, we’re in great shape,” 
Wells told the council.

His presentation was an infor-
mational item and did not require 
any formal action by the council. 
Documents that Wells provid-
ed council members during his 
presentation listed the city’s es-
timated revenues and expendi-
tures through March, as well as 
his current projections. 

Mayor Mike Goodsell said the 
council would review the infor-
mation Wells provided so that 
they could further discuss the 
matter at a later date.  

“We’ll look at this a few more 
times before we have to put our 
stamp of approval on it,” Good-
sell said.

City officials indicated they 
did not foresee any obstacles to 
eventually approving the fiscal 
2021-2022 budget in advance of 
the start of the new fiscal year, as 
required by law. The 2020-2021 
fiscal year ends June 30.

Potential revenue losses of up 
to 60 percent as a result of the 
COVID-19 pandemic had been 
anticipated based on the projec-
tions that state officials and the 
California League of Cities had 

shared, Wells said. In the face 
of such uncertainty, the city had 
budgeted accordingly.

“We really kind of scaled back 
our revenue in all areas,” he said.

As it turned out, sales-tax rev-
enues did not come in as low as 
anticipated, while similar rev-
enue projections for water and 
sewer services turned out to be 
greater than expected, Wells said.

The scaled-down revenues 
for the city’s water and sewer 
enterprise funds, which are not 
included in the city’s overall gen-
eral fund, were prompted by the 
belief that the pandemic would 
force many people out of work 
and limit their ability to pay for 
the city’s services.

Yet, a projected $139,000 defi-
cit for the city’s water treatment 
fund was pared back substan-
tially to reflect a $27,000 deficit. 
The balance of the city’s sewer 
fund was expected to be about 
$40,000, and instead was project-
ed to be about $119,000.

Additionally, projections for 
the city’s trash services fund were 
about $37,000, or about $20,000 
more than previously estimat-
ed, according to the documents 
Wells provided to council. 

“We’ve kind of gotten a little 
more aggressive about collections 
the last couple months,” Wells 
said.

Because the projected reve-
nue losses were tied directly to 
pandemic and not expected to 
become a recurring or sustained 
trend, Wells said he had sought to 
avoid any employee layoffs. 

Previous efforts by the city to 
build up its reserve funds were 
also credited to helping the city 
weather the downturn in reve-
nues.

“This is why you have (reserve) 
fund balances, so you can cover 
the hard times,” Wells said.

Funding that the city had re-
ceived from the county through 
the federal Coronavirus Aide, 
Relief and Economic Security 
(CARES) Act contributed to the 
city’s relatively stable finances. 
Wells also credited the city’s de-
partment heads for helping keep-
ing expenditures low by post-
poning some purchases.

Further review of the current 
general fund budget’s status is 
planned, as are talks with the em-
ployees’ bargaining units. Wells 
recommended that the City 
Council extend scheduled salary 
increases that the city and its em-
ployees’ bargaining units agreed 
to last year.

Typically, the city has gener-
ated about $2.5 million to $2.8 
million annually in revenue, but 
in the last couple years prior to 
the pandemic had reached the $3 
million mark, Wells said. Expen-
ditures tend to keep close track 
with revenue. The city has been 
able to build up its reserve fund, 
as well, which proved beneficial 
during the pandemic, Wells said.

It also received about $90,000 
in CARES Act funds, with about 
$30,000 of that coming from 
the county to assist Holtville 
residents with water utility pay-
ments, he said.  

The Holtville City Council (from right: Mayor Mike Goodsell, council members Richard Layton and Ginger Ward, and City 
Attorney Steve Walker are shown) was advised by City Manager Nick Wells that projected general fund revenues for fiscal 
year 2020-21 were not as low as anticipated during its meeting on April 12. | JULIO MORALES PHOTO
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nities hardest-hit since the start 
of the pandemic, cities with the 
most deaths, most current active 
COVID cases, and most vaccinat-
ed residents, both fully and par-
tially.

Morales, chief executive of-
ficer of the grassroots-driven 
Calexico Wellness Center on the 
edge of the city’s downtown, sees 
this mix of statistical data as an 
example of how the national is-
sue of “vaccine hesitancy,” or the 
reluctance to become vaccinated, 
against the SARS-CoV-2 virus 
that causes COVID-19 is not as 
prevalent in Calexico as some of 
the other areas of the county.

“We go out to the people, we 
reach out to the community, the 
county (Public Health Depart-
ment) doesn’t do that; they sit in 
their offices,” Morales said of the 
issues with vaccine demand that 
the county is experiencing.

“People don’t have smart-
phones and computers (to regis-
ter for clinics online), some don’t 
even have phone numbers,” she 
said on Tuesday afternoon, April 
20. “We’re out there on First 
Street letting people know we 
have the vaccine.”

County Public Health ex-
plained on Tuesday morning that 
it has seen what appears to be a 
significant drop-off in demand 
for vaccine locally since the state 
and county rolled out its vaccina-
tion efforts some 18 weeks ago. 

“We started noticing two 
weeks ago or so that appoint-
ments weren’t being filled as 
fast,” Imperial County Public 
Health Director Janette Angulo 
said. “Before, it took 45 minutes 
to fill 1,000 appointments.”

Now, she said, it’s taking from 
three to five days to book any-
where from 200 to 500 slots.

Although Morales isn’t seeing 
it, Dr. Tien Tan Vo is. 

In a separate interview on 
Tuesday evening, Vo said he has 
seen the drop-off, not as much in 
Calexico, but across the Valley 
for certain. 

Vo, county Public Health, and 
Pioneers Memorial Healthcare 
District have done the lion’s 
share of the inoculation of those 
Imperial County residents who 
have received more than 93,900 
doses since late February. Vo said 
he accounts for more than 20,000 
himself, many of those in the 
south end of the county.

Part of the waning demand 
might be tied to fear and anxiety 
of the safety of the vaccine in the 
wake of the single-dose Johnson 
& Johnson/Janssen brand being 
paused more than a week ago by 
federal officials following reports 
that six women developed rare 
blood clots in their brains of the 
6.85 million doses administered 
in the United States so far.

Vo, for one, sees the roots 
of the slowdown predating the 
pause and having everything to 
do with religion, politics, and 
“personality,” he said. 

This comes as Imperial Coun-
ty entered its second week of not 
meeting all three of the state’s 
statistical metrics for the Or-
ange Tier of the state’s Blueprint 
for Recovery, although Angulo 
stressed that moving backward is 
predicated on several other fac-
tors besides the number of posi-
tive tests and testing percentages, 
and that new COVID-positive 
cases have been on the decline 
since an April 5 mini-spike.

But First … The Numbers
Each Tuesday at noon the state 

posts it weekly average of adjust-
ed numbers and tier assignments 
for California’s 58 counties. On 
April 20, for the second week, 
Imperial County did not meet at 
least one of the metrics. 

All three were off on Tuesday: 
the county was at 12.3 (11.9 ad-
justed for tier assignment) new 
cases per 100,000 residents, 5.6 
percent for the seven-day aver-
age positivity rate; and 5.9 per-
cent for the health equity quar-
tile positivity rate. 

Orange Tier metrics are 5.9 to 
2 cases per 100,000 residents, less 
than 5.3 percent for the health 
equity quartile, and 4.9 percent 
to 2 percent for the seven-day 
average positivity rate.

Angulo explained that after 
the Orange metrics were adjust-

ed by the state three weeks ago 
when a trigger of 4 million vacci-
nations among the state’s poorest 
zip codes occurred, so too were 
the criteria that would send a 
county backward into more re-
strictive tiers.

No longer are the three metrics 
the sole determinant but are part 
of a larger case that takes into 
account hospitalization rates in 
a community and whether that 
region is trending up or down.

“We’re coming back down 
slowly, so that’s the trend we 
want to see again,” Angulo said, 
adding that the crest was seen 
April 5 in daily new COVID cas-
es, when 76 positive tests were 
recorded. 

To that end, she said hospital-
ization rates are low as well. So 
low, in fact, that neither Valley 
hospital consistently post their 
counts. At last update, El Cen-
tro Regional Medical Center 
had seven COVID patients on 
Tuesday and Pioneers Memorial 
Hospital in Brawley had eight on 
April 14.

To send Imperial County back 
into the Red Tier, there would 
have to be two consecutive weeks 
of all three metrics not met, in-
creasing and higher hospitaliza-
tion rates, and an upward trend.

“If the county’s most recent 10 
days data does not show objec-
tive signs of stability or improve-
ment, the county must revert 
to the more restrictive tier,” ac-
cording to the state’s most recent 
guidance on tier assignments.

County Public Health did send 
out a cautionary press release on 
the issue on Tuesday afternoon, 
but Angulo on two occasions has 
send improving case data and a 
more holistic picture is showing 
that there is no immediate con-
cern of a return to Red.

It is on the vaccination front 
where there is seemingly more 
local concern, which logically 
could result in worsening case 
rates down the road.

Gov. Gavin Newsom is plan-
ning to move beyond the col-
or-coded tier system and lift 
nearly all restrictions on the 
business sector on June 15 pro-
vided vaccine supplies remain 
robust, more people are getting 
vaccinated, and hospitalization 
rates remain low and stable.

With vaccination eligibility 
open to all Imperial County res-
idents as of April 9, and all state 
residents as of April 15, there has 
been a demonstrable slowdown 
in demand for vaccine in what 
appears to be tied to “vaccine 
hesitancy” that has been plagu-
ing pockets of the United States.

In Imperial County, demand, 
based on vaccination rates, 
seems to be concentrated in 
Calexico and lessening as one 
moves north, according to the 
data and those interviewed for 
this story.

Of the 93,915 doses adminis-
tered countywide as of Wednes-
day morning, April 21 (55,905 
partially, or 29.17 percent; 38,010 
fully, or 19.83 percent), some 
16,733 people in Calexico were 
partially vaccinated and 10,940 
were fully vaccinated. 

Data for comparable popula-
tion centers show El Centro (a 
larger population than Calexico) 
at 15,681 partial vaccinations and 
10,539 full vaccinations. Brawley, 
which has fewer residents than 
Calexico or El Centro but is the 
Valley’s third-most populated 
city, shows 7,803 partial vaccina-
tions and 5,623 full vaccinations.

Partial vaccination means at 
least one dose of the two-dose 
regime of Pfizer-BioNTech or 
Moderna vaccines.

Percentages for individu-
al communities based on their 
populations were not available 
for Wednesday’s data, but An-
gulo said Tuesday, based on 
numbers from Monday, April 
19, Calexico was the leading city 
with 41.9 percent, and leading 
unincorporated communities 
and cities were Ocotillo (46 per-
cent), Niland (45 percent), Palo 
Verde (36 percent), El Centro 
(30 percent), Seeley, Holtville, 
Imperial, Brawley, and Heber 
(ranging between 24 percent and 
28 percent), Salton City (15 per-
cent) and Winterhaven (less than 
1 percent; which might be off due 
to Winterhaven residents often 
seeking medical care in Yuma 
County).

VACCINE
From page 1
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In the 24-0 win on April 
13, Strahm got the win on the 
mound, striking out six and not 
walking a batter. She also contrib-
uted at the plate with four hits, 
five runs scored and two RBI.

Sophomore Kamryn Walker 
was the big hitter for the Vikings 
with two home runs and two 
triples, nine RBI, and four runs 
scored. Freshman Brooke Strahm 
had three hits, three RBI, and 
four runs scored, and Gutierrez 
had two hits, three RBI, and two 
runs scored. 

In the 14-0 win on April 15, 
Gutierrez tossed the no-hitter, 
striking out eight and walking 
two Hornets. She contributed at 
the plate with two hits, two runs 
scored and an RBI.

Brooke Strahm led the way of-
fensively with two hits, two runs, 
and three RBI, followed by Walk-
er with two hits and two runs, 
sophomore Sofie Irungaray with 
two hits, three runs scored and 
an RBI, and senior Lexis Smith 
with two hits, an RBI, and a run 
scored. 

“This team is special; probably 
the most athletic, well-round-
ed team I’ve been privileged to 
coach,” Snyder said. “Our vision 
is to be playing on June 19 for the 
CIF-(San Diego Section) Divi-
sion IV title.”

Up next for the Vikings is a 
Monday, April 19, road matchup 
against La Jolla, followed by an-
other IVL doubleheader, going to 
Brawley Union High on Tuesday, 
April 20, and facing the Wildcats 
in Holtville at 6 p.m. Friday, April 
23.

After several tough nonleague 
games, the Vikings (3-6 overall, 
2-0 in DL) came into league play 
on a four-game losing streak, in-
cluding narrow losses to Central, 
Brawley and Imperial. 

Against Calexico, Holtville 
didn’t waste any time, jumping 
out to a 3-0 lead in the first half. 
Senior Amanda Strahm had one 
goal and three assists in the game 
and junior Giselle Gasca added 
two goals to lead the Vikings.

Holtville junior Lesley Sando-
val also had a goal and an assist 
against the Bulldogs and junior 
Jasmine Reyes added a goal as 
well. 

Seniors Brielyn Tran and Bry-
tany Castro shared the goalkeep-
ing duties with Tran saving six 
shots and Castro saving three to 
preserve the shutout for the Vi-
kings. 

Against Vincent Memorial, 
Strahm was again the offensive 
leader for Holtville, scoring three 
goals and adding in an assist. 
Sandoval finished with two goals 
and an assist while Reyes had a 
goal and two assists. 

The Vikings jumped out to 
a 7-0 lead at halftime. Oth-
er goal scorers included senior 
Laura Mendoza, sophomore 
Ana Gastelum, and sophomore 
Mykenzie Wright. 

Tran and Castro shared the 
goalkeeping duties again against 
the Scots.  

entering Friday’s game undefeated, 
nothing changed except the game 
being played in April instead of No-
vember.

The Spartans had won the previ-
ous three Bell Games under fourth-
year coach Rookie Peña, including a 
41-7 thumping in 2019 at Cal Jones 
Field in El Centro the last time the 
two teams met. 

On Friday, Central jumped on the 
scoreboard quickly, with its offense 
getting a 35-yard touchdown pass 
from senior quarterback Jordan 
Reed to sophomore Gavin Marini 
on its first offensive play of the game. 

The Wildcats responded with a 
long, time-consuming drive that 
wiped out the entire first quarter 
and ended with junior running back 
Isaiah Young scoring from five yards 
out on the first play of the second 
quarter the even the score, 7-7. 

It was the first points the Spar-
tans’ defense allowed on the season, 
having pitched shutouts in the first 
four games. 

Reed would get the lead back for 
Central with 3:14 left in the first half 
when he connected with senior Fer-
nando Morales on a 42-yard bomb 

with Morales making a diving catch 
in the end zone. The touchdown 
gave the Spartans a 14-7 lead at half-
time.

The third of Central’s four big 
plays came with 9:16 left in the 
third quarter when Reed aired it out 
again, this time finding freshman 
Arturo Estrada behind the defense 
for a 47-yard touchdown pass and 
giving the Spartans a 21-7 advan-
tage.

Brawley would answer back im-
mediately with Young blasting up 
the middle and sprinting to the end 
zone for a 77-yard touchdown run 
with 4:47 left in the third quarter 
and narrowing the deficit to 21-14. 

Central’s final big play came from 
Morales who dodged and weaved 
his way to a 58-yard punt return 
touchdown with 7:51 left in the 
game to put the Spartans ahead 28-
14. 

The Wildcats wouldn’t go quietly 
as sophomore quarterback Ethan 
Gutierrez hit Young on a 39-yard 
touchdown pass with 5:10 left in the 
game to get the Wildcats within one 
score again at 28-20. 

Brawley would get the ball back 
with about a minute to play and 90 
yards away from the end zone but 
couldn’t muster any type of final 
drive. 

BELL GAME
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Vincent Memorial Catholic senior Lia Noriega shields Holtville junior Giselle 
Gasca from the ball during their Desert League game at Birger Field in Holtville on 
Wednesday, April 14. | CAMILO GARCIA JR. PHOTO

Although the pandemic put to 
a stop to any school assembly or 
parade through Calexico’s streets, 
eventually the Bulldog boys took 
part in a socially distanced cer-
emony for only school officials 
and parents in front of the high 
school, receiving their champi-
onship rings some eight months 
later, in mid-November.

Yet, such concessions were lit-
tle consolation as the days and 
months ticked on and Julian’s 
dad, known as “Temo,” saw the 
emotional and social toll the pan-
demic and no athletic pursuits 
were putting on his son. 

Now, Julian Beltran, 17 and a 
junior, and his teammates will 
get their shot at hitting the hard-
wood on Monday, April 19, after 
the Calexico Unified School Dis-
trict on Friday evening, April 16, 
announced the return of indoor 
sports in the district via the su-
perintendent’s weekly email to 
parents and community mem-
bers.

“Honestly, I’m very excited; 
borderline emotional. I see how 
this has affected my son. He 
looks forward to going to prac-
tice, seeing his friends, going to 
tournaments,” Temo said earlier 
this week after being told indoor 
sports were on the verge of re-
suming, even as he and parents 
had yet to hear official confirma-
tion.

“I hope that the school district 
or the powers that be are doing 
everything possible to open up 
indoor sports. The kids need that, 
they need some normalcy back in 
their lives. … It’s affecting their 
social and emotional well-be-
ing,” Temo said on Monday night, 
April 12, adding his son had ex-
perienced anxiety during the 
pandemic.

A few days later, around 
Wednesday, April 14, a Calexi-
co Unified School District board 
member would call Beltran to in-
form him that basketball would 
be resuming.

“I’m so happy,” Temo said on 
Friday night while on the road 
driving. 

Still, Beltran still did not have 
any details on when or how the 
season would progress, surprised 
to hear the announcement had 
been made in an email, rather 
than directly from school offi-
cials. 

It’s pretty much how the past 
several weeks have played out 
for Beltran and his son, and the 
rest of the team — and parents 

of high school basketball players 
and wrestlers all over the Imperi-
al Valley — as the flow of infor-
mation regarding the return of 
indoor sports has been a mixed 
bag of coaches hearing one thing 
from their athletic directors, ADs 
hearing something else from their 
superintendents, and superinten-
dents passing the buck onto the 
Imperial County Public Health 
Department over the rules to re-
turn to practice and competition.

Sadly, though, it’s still unclear 
what happened from yesterday 
to today, as Public Health officials 
state they have never wavered in 
their interpretation of state guid-
ance on indoor sports in the wake 
of a March 4 settlement over a 
lawsuit filed in San Diego County 
Superior Court that cleared the 
way for moderate- to high-con-
tact indoor sports.

Due to the proliferation of 
COVID in indoor settings, a 
court said indoor sports could 
resume for schools, no matter 
what tier that California county 
happened to be in, so long as the 
school abided by the regulations 
set forth by the NCAA for indoor 
sports, that is, frequent and reoc-
curring COVID testing.

It’s a requirement that Vincent 
Memorial Catholic High School 
in Calexico, as the county’s only 
private school with competitive 
sports teams, didn’t seem to have 
an issue with, resuming its indoor 
sports programs like girls’ and 
boys’ basketball some weeks ago 
with a testing regimen under Dr. 
Tien Vo.

Vincent Memorial girls’ bas-
ketball coach and athletic direc-
tor Jesus Gonzalez said his team 
gets tested weekly at Vo’s clinic in 
Calexico. His girls have already 
played three games in the San 
Diego area and his boys’ program 
got started the week of April 12. 

C.J. Johnston, Holtville High’s 
athletic director, vice principal 
and wrestling coach, said indoor 
sports can begin practice on 
Monday, April 19, and his athletes 
will abide by the weekly testing 
guidelines.  

Brawley Union High School 
District has reportedly purchased 
1,000 test kits and will be testing 
its own students. The high school 
is said to be starting practices on 
Monday.

Palo Verde of Blythe is also 
ready to start on April 19.

It wasn’t immediately available 
whether the Central Union, Im-
perial Unified or Calipatria Uni-
fied high school districts will be 
participating in indoor sports.

“Schools/teams are responsi-
ble for ensuring that the proper 

measures and plans are in place. 
These plans are not required to 
be submitted to the local health 
department. What is required is 
that schools report positive stu-
dent and staff cases to the Pub-
lic Health Department,” stated 
Imperial County Public Health 
Director Janette Angulo on April 
16 after she was asked to clarify 
the rules amid the ongoing drips 
and drabs of information coming 
from different camps of coaches, 
ADs, and superintendents.

Angulo stated the implication 
that Public Health has ever given 
mixed signals or changing infor-
mation regarding testing is not 
true, considering her department 
and Health Officer, Dr. Stephen 
Munday, have stuck to the letter 
of the state’s guidance, and its 
specific caveats.

Part of the problematic flow 
of information is what led Temo 
Beltran to first contact this news-
paper on March 25, when he said 
one of his co-workers was told the 
indoor sports season had been 
canceled because of “Dr. Mun-
day.”

From that point on, it has been 
a mix of misinformation and 
passing the buck for Beltran and 
parents — and members of the 
media, truth be told — over when 
and whether indoor sports would 
resume.

Beltran was particularly trou-
bled by how updates and news 
was making it back to him and his 
fellow Bulldog basketball parents.

A team schedule made its way 
to parents and players with the 
first game planned for April 27 
before there was even a commit-
ment to a season, Beltran said.

Not knowing is what prompt-
ed a signed letter from Temo and 
some parents to Calexico High 
Principal Gabrielle Williams-Bal-
lesteros, Calexico Unified Super-
intendent Carlos Gonzales, and 
members of the Calexico Unified 
Board of Trustees asking for an-
swers and, ultimately, offering 
any help they could provide just 
to get the season going.

Knowing that COVID testing 
was a sticking point — state guid-
ance requires either daily antigen 
testing or PCR (swab) testing 48 
hours prior to competition and at 
least twice a week — Beltran said 
parents offered to transport the 
players to clinics or places to be 
tested.

“They have our full support. If 
they need help to get kids test-
ed, we’re willing to do our part,” 
Temo said on April 12.

INDOOR SPORTS
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