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UPCOMING

Dr. Soun reported that 584 
individuals of the 900-plus 
registrants received doses

BY JULIO MORALES
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — Though Dr. Vincent Soun 
characterized his most recent COVID-19 mass 
vaccination clinic in Holtville as a logistical suc-
cess, the feat was tempered by the fact that a sig-
nificant number of the more than 900 who regis-
tered had failed to show.

All told, just 584 individuals showed up to re-
ceive a vaccine from the 1,000 doses of Moderna 
that Soun’s Sarin & Tao Family Medical Clinic 
had available during the Wednesday, April 21 
event. 

Soun said he attributed the less-than-expected 
turnout to the general public’s unfamiliarity with 
registering for a vaccine via the state’s My Turn 
website, and lingering concerns about adverse 
side effects following news that several people 
nationwide developed blood clots after receiving 
the Johnson & Johnson/Janssen vaccine.

Alamo River 
Crossing to be 
Named for Slain 
Marine Nov. 12
BY JULIO MORALES
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — The formal 
dedication to rename the Alamo 
River Bridge on Highway 115 
in honor of the late Marine Cpl. 

Erik H. Silva is 
scheduled for 
Friday, Nov. 
12.

The sched-
uled dedica-
tion ceremony 
caps a years-
long effort to 

find a fitting way to memorialize 
Silva, a 1988 graduate of Holtville 
High who was killed in combat 
on April 3, 2003 in Iraq.

“I know eventually it will get 
done,” said Isaac Silva, Erik’s older 

brother. “Once it’s up it will be a 
good sight to see going into Holt-
ville.” 

Organizers of the initiative had 
initially encountered challeng-
es raising the funds necessary to 
purchase and install the highway 
signs recognizing Silva when the 
collaborative effort got underway 
about three years ago. 

Yet, once the funds were se-
cured in late 2020 and the signs 
ordered in January, organizers 
were told that the signs’ manufac-

Date Set for Cpl. Erik Silva 
Bridge Dedication Ceremony

The Alamo River Bridge leading into and out of Holtville is shown. On Nov. 12, a 
ceremony is planned to commemorate a sign that will be erected on the bridge 
for U.S. Marine Cpl. Erik Silva, who was killed in Iraq in 2003. | CATHI PHILLIPS 
LARIOS PHOTO

SILVA

COVID-19

Holtville’s First Mass Vaccination 
Records One-Third No-Shows

An empty lot located at the northeast corner of Sixth Street and Pine Avenue served as a monitoring area for those 
who received a COVID-19 vaccine during a mass vaccination clinic hosted by Dr. Vincent Soun on Wednesday, April 
21. | JULIO MORALES PHOTOS

Holtville resident Karen Gibbs gets her first dose of the 
Moderna vaccine during a mass COVID-19 vaccination 
clinic hosted by Dr. Vincent Soun on Wednesday, April 21.

BY ELIZABETH VARIN
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

IMPERIAL COUNTY — The 
first 2020 Census results are in, 
and local officials react.

While California grew in popu-
lation, it lost a Congressional seat 
for the first time in the state’s his-
tory. 

From 1910 to 2000 the state 
gained Congressional seats near-
ly every decade. However, it re-
mained stagnant in the 2010 Cen-
sus, and now the state has lost a 
seat.

COUNTY

Calif. Loses 
Congressional 
Seat in Early 
Census Data

• U.S. population on April 1, 2020:

331,449,281

• U.S. population on April 1, 2010:

308,745,538

• Percentage increase:

7.4%

• Calif. population on April 1, 2020:

39,538,233

• Calif. population on April 1, 2010:

37,253,956

•Percentage increase:

6.1%

CENSUS DATA
BY THE NUMBERS

See BRIDGE, PAGE 7

See CENSUS, PAGE 7

See VACCINATIONS, PAGE 6

BY RICHARD 
MONTENEGRO BROWN

HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

CALEXICO — Members of the 
same social justice groups that have 
led concentrated grassroots efforts 
to get Imperial County’s farmwork-
ers vaccinated against COVID-19 
see a “hyper local” approach as the 
outreach model moving forward to 
fight vaccine hesitancy.

“Blanket communication strate-
gies aren’t going to address vaccine 
hesitancy because the reasons … 
people are hesitant are different in 
different communities,” said Luis 
Flores, a founding member of Im-
perial Valley Equity and Justice 
Coalition, which joined other local 
social justice organizations to form 
Salud Sin Fronteras. 

“People develop their sense of re-
ality from social interaction, what 
your friends tell you and what you 
believe collectively. They’re differ-
ent groups getting different reasons 
to be suspicious, so a blanket mes-
saging that tells people what they 
already know (about getting vacci-
nated) … is not going to penetrate 
these deep reasons for distrust,” 
Flores added.

Across Imperial County peo-
ple generally agree there are hi-
erarchies to that distrust, some of 
which are faith-based, some a lack 
of accurate information, fear and 
anxiety, and some, just plain politi-
cal leanings.

Flores and his sister, Daniela, 
who spoke with this newspaper at 
length on Monday afternoon, April 

Vaccine Hesitancy 
Efforts Need to 

Be ‘Hyper Local,’ 
Advocates Say

See HESITANCY, PAGE 6
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BY JULIO MORALES
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — The Holtville 
City Council voted unanimous-
ly to authorize the city to spend 
about $11,000 to purchase an 
aeration blower for its wastewater 
treatment plant during its meet-
ing Monday, April 26.

The city’s wastewater treatment 
plant is furnished with three aer-
ation blowers, which are used to 
maintain dissolved oxygen lev-
els that promote the biological 
breakdown of solids within the 
facility’s basin.

Currently, one of those three 
blowers needs to be replaced so 
that the facility can continue al-
ternating the constant use of at 
least two blowers at a time, City 
Manager Nick Wells told the 
council.

Though the wastewater treat-
ment plant can function with the 
use of just one blower, weather 
and workload conditions necessi-
tate the continual and alternating 
use of at least two at once, Wells 
said.

“One has gone out, so we don’t 
have the reserve right now, so we 
need to replace that,” he said.

The approval of the resolution 
by the council will allow the city 
to purchase an $11,388 aeration 
blower from Environmental Wa-
ter Solutions of Gardena.

The funds for the aeration 
blower would normally come 
from the city’s wastewater en-
terprise fund. The account was 
previously allocated $5,000 to ex-
pend on equipment replacement 
this fiscal year but has since been 
spent. 

Prior to the council’s vote, 
council member Richard Lay-
ton asked Wells whether it made 
more financial sense to start allo-

cating larger amounts of funds to 
replace the facility’s equipment, 
instead of having to approve such 
unexpected funding requests. 
Wells replied the city would be-
gin doing just that over the next 
couple years. 

“We could keep it in there if we 
don’t need it,” he said, referring to 
the larger funding allocations.

Mayor Mike Goodsell re-
marked that the planned replace-
ment of an aeration blower also 
helped Wells justify any future 
budget adjustments for the facili-
ty’s equipment replacement fund.

Additionally, council member 
Murray Anderson questioned 
Wells about whether the aeration 
blower’s breakdown had come 
sooner than expected for such a 

machine. Wells responded that 
the facility’s manager indicated 
that they had no reason to believe 
so.

The council’s discussion of the 
planned wastewater treatment 
plant upgrade also prompted 
Anderson to inquire whether 
the Ramada hotel at the Barbara 
Worth Country Club — which 
reportedly is booked to capacity 
as part of a state-led initiative to 
temporarily house asylum seek-
ers — was expected to further tax 
the city’s sewer plant or the re-
sort’s sewer line that connects to 
the city’s treatment plant.

Wells said that he has fielded 
multiple calls from concerned 
residents of the golf resort with 
that same question.

The resort is equipped with its 
own private sewer line and lift 
station that connects to the city’s 
sewer system. Wells character-
ized it as being “fairly taxed” yet 
“sufficient” to handle the hotel’s 
wastewater and drainage of the 
surrounding residences’ pools. 

During the meeting, city of-
ficials acknowledged that issues 
with the resort’s sewer line pre-
sented problems for the city in 
the past, but that the city is no 
longer responsible for addressing 
any such issues that do not in-
volve its public infrastructure.

Currently, the county has juris-
diction over the resort’s sewer in-
frastructure. The county has been 
using a tax that is included on 
the resort’s residences’ property 
tax bills to help address problems 
that arise, such as a sewer line 
break that occurred last week, 
Wells told the council.

In his recent discussions with 
the county Public Works Depart-
ment about the residents’ con-
cerns, Wells said its director told 
him that the size of the resort’s 
sewer pipe was not so much a 
potential issue as was the type of 
line currently in place. 

The line currently in use at 
the resort resembles an irriga-
tion pipeline more so than sew-

er-grade pipe, Wells said. 
“It’s not our problem at this 

point,” he said. “We need to keep 
an arms-length from it just be-
cause once we expose ourselves 
to liability or a problem, we’re in 
it.”

During the council meeting, 
Wells also provided the council 
with additional information re-
garding the city’s projected gen-
eral fund revenues and expendi-
tures for the current fiscal year 
that ends June 30.

Revenues had been expected 
to be reduced significantly state-
wide because of the COVID-19 
pandemic, Wells said.

Yet, Wells’ preliminary projec-
tions suggest the city has fared 
better than expected, although 
he acknowledged that his projec-
tions remain incomplete. 

Gas tax revenue to date appears 
to be slightly trailing the estimat-
ed $279,000 that the city had 
budgeted for in its FY 2020-21 
gas tax account. The account also 
appears to be on track to close 
the year out with about $52,000 
in net revenue, according to bud-
get review documents Wells had 
provided the council.

The city’s transportation fund 
account does show a projected 
deficit of about $213,000. It had 
similar deficits of about $75,000 
in 2019-20, and about $450,000 
in 2018-19, the documents stated.

The city’s Local Transportation 
Authority fund looks to end the 
fiscal year with about $219,000 in 
revenue. That projected amount 
would further contribute to the 
fund’s existing cash balance of 
about $1.3 million and is expected 
to offset the estimated $213,000 
deficit in the city’s transportation 
fund account.

The city’s LTA funds have been 
used similarly in prior years to 
offset the transportation fund’s 
deficits, Wells said.

“The good news is we planned 
for the worst and it was not bad 
as we thought it was going to be,” 
he said. 
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Semana del 3 de mayo
Evento de Crear Conciencia 

Sobre la Salud Mental
(Originalmente transmitido en mayo 2019)

Colegio del Valle Imperial:
Evento de Mayo es el mes de la Salud Mental, Estudiantes, Facultad,

Administración, y Presentadores de Programas
El Colegio del Valle Imperial organiza una celebración anual de conci-
entización sobre la Salud Mental con una serie de talleres informati-
vos, actividades basadas en la recuperación e información especifica 
de la comunidad, durante este evento en el Colegio del Valle Imperial. 
Únase a los anfitriones de Exprésate” cuando hablamos en 2019 pre 
pandemia, con los presentadores, estudiantes, profesores, invitados 
y otros miembros de la comunidad sobre el valor local del apoyo de 

salud mental comunitaria colectiva.

Check out the latest musings from 
editorial cartoonist Dave Garcia/Gilgar.

CITY

Con Dalia Pesqueira 

GOP Measures ‘OK’ Running Over Protestors? 

GILGAR

(422) 265-1525

Week of May 3
Mental Health Awareness Event at IVC

(Originally aired on May 2019)
Imperial Valley College:

May is Mental Health Month
Event Students, Faculty, Administration, And Program Presenters

Imperial Valley College host’s an annual celebration of Men-
tal Health Awareness with a series of informative workshops, 

recovery based activities, and community specific informa-
tion during this event at Imperial Valley College. Join the 

“Let’s Talk About It ” hosts as when we spoke, in 2019 pre 
pandemic to presenters, students, faculty and other commu-
nity members about the local value of collective community 

behavioral health support.

Holtville Council OKs Sewer Treatment Equipment

The Holtville City Council voted to have the city spend about $11,000 for new equipment for the city’s wastewater treatment 
plant during its meeting Monday, April 26. | JULIO MORALES PHOTO  



Thursday, April 29, 2021 — PAGE 3 

LOCAL NEWS

POLICE BRIEFS
STAFF REPORT

HOLTVILLE — The follow-
ing reports were collected from 
the Imperial County Sheriff ’s 
Office call logs for the Holt-
ville substation from April 20 
through April 26.

TUESDAY, APRIL 20
9:21 a.m.: A man called the 

Sheriff ’s Office from the corner 
of Ferguson Road and Gowl-
ing Road to report that an un-
known male subject in a gray 
Chevrolet had been yelling 
profanities at him. 

10:59 p.m.: Deputies re-
ceived reports of a dehydrated 
and delusional subject walking 
down the middle of the road 
toward the Holtville water tow-
er on Fourth Street. Callers re-
ported that the subject was not 
injured but was not responding 
to anyone and was possibly un-
der the influence of drugs. 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 21
1:54 p.m.: A resident of Holt 

Avenue requested to speak with 
a deputy regarding “rumors 
about him talking and waving 
to people on the highway.” The 
caller advised that he doesn’t 
talk to anybody other than his 
family and the Sheriff ’s Office 
and said that people are driv-
ing by his residence and possi-
bly spreading rumors.

2:46 p.m.: A Palm Avenue 
resident called deputies to 
report that an ice cream van 
with music has been driving 
by between 8 and 9 p.m. and 
the caller thought that it was 
an odd time to be selling ice 
cream.

6:51 p.m.: A Holt Avenue 
resident called deputies in re-
gard to somebody “trying to 
get him arrested for leering on 

someone’s daughter,” and asked 
what kind of evidence is need-
ed for that. The caller also stat-
ed that he is not actually leer-
ing at anybody’s daughter. 

THURSDAY, APRIL 22
8:36 a.m.: A Fern Avenue 

resident visited the Holtville 
substation to report that he is 
being “stalked by neighbors 
and everybody driving and 
walking by.” 

12:17 p.m.: A Holt Avenue 
resident requested that depu-
ties contact him in reference to 
“everybody making false accu-
sations about him being on the 
road and admitting to stuff.” 
The caller advised that he re-
ceived a call from someone at 
Minneapolis Court and they 
told him that people are accus-
ing him of killing somebody. 

4:53 p.m.: An Orange Av-
enue resident reported that 
their neighbors were in their 
backyard shooting pigeons 
with a pellet gun. 

FRIDAY, APRIL 23
5:46 p.m.: A man in a white 

Toyota Echo requested to speak 
with a deputy about his grand-
pa spreading rumors about 
him. A deputy read a series of 
text messages the man showed 
him and determined that the 
grandpa was not spreading ru-
mors about him. 

SUNDAY, APRIL 25
8:29 a.m.: A Pine Avenue 

resident reported that all of the 
windows had been broken out 
of her Toyota Avalon and her 
purse was stolen from the front 
passenger floorboard. 

1:27 p.m.: A Holt Avenue 
resident called deputies to 
complain about “people mak-
ing lies about him.” 

Holtville Council OKs Sewer Treatment Equipment

PUBLIC NOTICE

Legal Publish: April 29, 2021

BY JULIO MORALES
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — The state 
Department of General Ser-
vices recently notified County 
Executive Officer Tony Rouho-
tas Jr. that the agency intends 
to pay the transient occupancy 
tax related to the state’s tempo-
rary housing of migrants at a 
pair of local hotels.

Prior to the state’s notifi-
cation, there had been some 
question about whether the 
agency intended to pay the 
transient occupancy tax for the 
temporary housing of asylum 
seekers being released into the 
county by federal officials.

A transient occupancy tax, 
also known as a “bed tax,” is 
imposed on the overall cost of 
renting a room at local hotels 
and motels for guests that stay 
fewer than 30 days. The city of 
El Centro has a 10 percent tax, 
while the county has an 8 per-
cent tax.

The state Department of 
General Services has contract-
ed with the Ramada by Wyn-
dham Hotel at the Barbara 
Worth Country Club, locat-
ed on unincorporated county 
land outside of Holtville, and 
the Travelodge by Wyndham 
El Centro, located within that 
city’s limits, to house scores of 
migrants through June 30. 

The county had initially indi-
cated it intended to review the 
quarterly “TOT Return” form 
that the Ramada hotel opera-
tor is expected to file with the 
county by July 31 to determine 
whether the TOT would be 
forthcoming from that hotel’s 
contract with the state.

Instead, that determination 

was provided in an email by a 
Department of General Ser-
vices (DGS) representative 
who contacted Rouhotas last 
week to inform him that the 
state would pay the TOT for all 
contracted rooms, said Gilbert 
Rebollar, county public infor-
mation officer.

“The County will discuss 
with Counsel and our Trea-
surer-Tax Collector’s Office on 
next steps,” Rebollar stated in 
an email on Tuesday, April 27.

El Centro Mayor Cheryl Vie-
gas-Walker said that Rouhotas 
informed the city of El Centro 
on Friday, April 23 of the state’s 
intention to pay all the TOT for 
all contracted rooms. Yet, she 
said she had not seen anything 
in writing regarding the matter 
as of Monday, April 26. 

During the City Council’s 
meeting of April 20, Vie-
gas-Walker had expressed un-
certainty about whether the 
city would be able to collect the 
TOT from the state. The poten-
tial loss of the TOT was con-
cerning for the city, she said, 
especially since the Travelodge 
was restricting the rental of its 
rooms to traditional customers 
and reserving them instead for 
the migrants.

During the meeting, the City 
Council expressed its support 
for potentially sending a letter 
to state officials demanding 
payment of the TOT.

The two local hotels are part 
of four sites being contract-
ed by the DGS to temporarily 
house migrants in Imperial 
and San Diego counties as part 
of the state’s Statewide Travel 
Program and Asylum Seekers 
Program, a DGS spokesperson 
said.

CITY

State to Pay 
Migrants’ Local Bed 

Tax, County Says

9029
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Visit www.iid.com to learn how you can  
RECEIVE A $50 REBATE.

Don’t waste your 
watts. Make every

kilowatt count.

Stay in your comfort zone with a next-generation thermostat that allows you to 
control your air conditioner settings remotely from anywhere at anytime.

Designed to save energy, next-generation thermostats will also learn your setting 
preferences and household schedule to help you reduce energy costs.

Visit www.iid.com/rebates for a list energy efficient appliances, equipment and 
measures that qualify for IID’s Energy Rewards rebate program.

STAY IN YOUR  
COMFORT ZONE.

Holtville Tribune
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• Breaking News
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• Obituaries
• Photos of Local  Events
• Plus much more!
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220 No. J Street, Imperial, CA 92251 Spring into a 
New Driver’s Seat

DocuSign funding available

Ask about GAP | MRC
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Apply Online at ficu.com
*Annual Percentage Rate. Loan application subject to credit approval. 3.49% APR applies to new vehicles up to 84 months based on creditworthiness.  Current FICU loans not eligible for promotion. Other restrictions may 
apply. All vehicles �nanced are subject to inspection. Minimum loan amount of $5,000.  Payment per $1,000 �nanced with an 84 month term at 3.49% APR is $13.37. Rates and terms subject to change without notice. For 
additional details visit �cu.com or the Loan Liner agreement. FICU reserves the right to modify or end this promotion at any time without notice. Promotional rate valid 4/1/21 through 5/31/21. 

See BASEBALL, PAGE ?
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Barbara Worth 
Country Club

(877) 482-5656

433 W. 5th Street,  
Holtville

(760) 356-4103

BY MURRAY ANDERSON
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — Two members of the Desert 
League champion Holtville High School football 
team earned MVP honors as junior running back 
Payton Iten was named the league’s offensive MVP 
and senior linebacker Ryder Merten earned the de-
fensive MVP distinction. 

Iten did the bulk of his damage after Holtville 
seniors Jose Devoux and Abraham Ramos were 
injured in the opening game against Brawley. Iten 
finished the final five games with more than 500 
yards rushing and 10 touchdowns. 

Merten, who has signed a letter of intent to play 
football at the University of LaVerne in the fall, led 
the Vikings in tackles averaging more than 15 tack-
les per game and totaled close to 30 solo tackles in 
the short season.

“Payton stepping up like he did was wonderful to 
see,” said Jason Turner, Holtville High’s fourth-year 
head coach. “In football everyone has to have that 
‘next-guy-up’ mentality because you never know 
when your number is going to be called.”

Other Vikings named to the first-team All-DL 
offense were four offensive linemen who opened 
the holes for Iten and the rest of the Holtville run-
ning backs: Alonzo Ambrocio, Alonzo Valenzuela, 
Nicholas Villegas, and Roman Ordonez. The final 
member of the Vikings on the first-team offense 
was Ramos, who finished with almost 400 yards 
rushing and five touchdowns in limited action.

Holtville players on the first-team All-DL de-
fense along with Merten were linebackers Jerami-
ah Higgins and C.J. Nuñez, defensive end Jonathan 
Heraz, and corner back Isidro Garcia. 

The Vikings had five players on the All-DL sec-
ond-team offense in receivers Dorian Maize and 
Roger Rolfe, linemen Jeffrey Martin and Alan 
Marques and tight end Joel Gomez. 

Iten, Merten 
are Desert 

League MVPs

SOFTBALL

Holtville amasses 
nine straight wins 

to open the season
BY MURRAY ANDERSON
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — The Holtville High School softball team 
continued its winning ways and ran its record to 9-0 to 
start the season with a two-game sweep of Brawley Union 
High in Imperial Valley League action.

The Vikings (4-0 in IVL play) went to Brawley and won a 
10-8 slugfest on Tuesday, April 20, then used solid pitching 
and defense to win the rematch, 5-1, in Holtville on Friday, 
April 23.

The two-game sweep of the Wildcats (4-7 overall, 2-2 in 
IVL) came after an 11-3 victory against La Jolla on Mon-
day, April 19, to start the busy week for the Vikings.

In La Jolla, sophomore Kalli Strahm pitched a complete 
game, allowing three runs on seven hits. The Holtville of-
fense was led by Strahm and sophomore Kamryn Walker 
with three hits each. Senior Emily Zarate and freshmen 
Brooke Strahm and Kaitlyn Havens all drove in two runs 
each for the Vikings. 

In Brawley on April 20, the Vikings jumped out to a 6-0 
lead after the top of the fifth inning, only to see the Wild-
cats come roaring back with seven runs in the bottom of 

the fifth and take a 7-6 lead.
Holtville responded with four runs in the top of the sixth 

to build its lead to 10-7 and limited the Wildcats to one run 
in the bottom of the seventh for the final score, 10-8.

“This is such a resilient group of girls and they aren’t go-
ing to lose any battle without a fight,” said Melissa Snyder, 
Holtville’s fourth-year head coach. “The perseverance that 
lies within this group is unmatched.”

Vikings’ senior Zamara Gutierrez started on the hill and 
went four innings, allowing eight hits and four runs. Kalli 
Strahm relieved her in the fifth and pitched the final three 
innings to get the win, allowing four runs on seven hits. 

Brawley’s Dylann Baker took the loss, allowing 10 runs 
on 11 hits over 5.2 innings. Offensively for the Wildcats, 
Tamara Carranza, Dilynn Gill and Mikalyn Emanuelli had 
three hits apiece.

Sophomore Sophie Irungaray paced the Vikings with 
three hits, including a double and RBI. Gutierrez had a 
three-run home run and Havens had three hits including a 
home run with two RBI and a run scored. Kalli Strahm had 
two hits and scored a run and sophomore Demi Johnston 
had a hit and scored twice.

The April 23 game in Holtville featured much more 
defense and pitching as the Vikings and Wildcats dueled 
once again. Brawley scored in the top of the first inning to 
take a quick 1-0 lead, but Holtville answered with three in 
the second and two in the third to build a 5-1 lead. Neither 
team was able to do anything offensively the rest of the way 
as pitching dominated.

Undefeated Vikings 
Cage Wildcats, 5-1

Holtville High School sophomore Kamryn Walker slides safely into third base during an Imperial Valley League game against Brawley Union 
High in Holtville on Friday, April 23. | CATHI PHILLIPS LARIOS PHOTO

BY MURRAY ANDERSON
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

BRAWLEY — After a thriller in the first game of 
the Imperial Valley League doubleheader on Tues-
day, April 20, the second game turned into a blow-
out on Friday, April 23, as the Brawley Union High 
baseball team finished a sweep of Holtville.

The Wildcats (8-5 overall, 4-0 in IVL play) need-
ed extra innings on April 20 to beat the Vikings 
(4-5 overall, 0-2 in IVL) in a see-saw affair, 10-7, 
then shut down Holtville in the second game on 
April 23, 10-0.

The second game, played at Weist Field in Braw-
ley, was dominated by the Brawley pitching staff, 
mainly starter Angel Brodel, who went five in-
nings, allowing two hits with six strikeouts and no 
walks. Three Wildcats teamed up to strike out 11 
Vikings and allow just two walks and two hits and 
secure the 10-0 win.

Wildcats Sweep 
Doubleheader 

vs. Vikings

BY MURRAY ANDERSON
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

EL CENTRO — The Central 
Union High School swim team won 
the overall title at the Imperial Val-
ley League championship meet at 
the El Centro Aquatics Center on 
Monday, April 19.

The Spartans finished with a team 
score of 647, followed by Southwest 
(562) in second, Brawley (477) in 
third, Palo Verde of Blythe (251), 
Imperial (250), Calexico (159), 
Holtville (109), Calipatria (23), and 
Vincent Memorial Catholic (2).

On the boys’ side, it was a close bat-
tle between the two El Centro schools 
as Southwest (336) edged Central 
(333) for the boys’ crown. In third, it 
was Brawley (211), followed by Palo 
Verde (205), Calexico (83), Imperial 
(33), and Holtville (21).

Brawley’s C.J. Manuel was the stand-
out swimmer on the boys’ side, setting 
two IVL meet records. He set a record 
in the 100-yard backstroke with a time 
of 52.32 seconds, besting the previous 
record of 52.65 seconds set in 2014 by 
Edgar Murrillo of Vincent Memorial.

Manuel’s other record came in the 
200-yard individual medley with a 
time of 2:01.39, topping the previous 
record set in 2013 of 2:03.05 by Mario 
Vasquez of Southwest.

SWIMMING

Spartans Win Overall at IVL Swim Finals
Brawley’s C.J. Manuel sets meet records 
in backstroke, individual medley

Holtville High School’s Bella Fusi swims at 
the Imperial Valley League championships 
at the El Centro Aquatics Center on Monday, 
April 19. | CATHI PHILLIPS LARIOS PHOTO See SWIMMING, PAGE 8

See SOFTBALL, PAGE 8

BASEBALL

See BASEBALL, PAGE 8

Brawley Union High’s Camren Gutierrez gets tagged by 
Holtville sophomore catcher Nick Pacheco during an 
Imperial Valley League game in Holtville on Tuesday, April 
20. | CATHI PHILLIPS LARIOS PHOTO

FOOTBALL

See MVPs, PAGE 8
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Even so, some positive news 
did emerge from the vaccination 
clinic his Pine Avenue office host-
ed on April 21, with the assistance 
of Holtville firefighters and stu-
dent volunteers.

“Of the 100 who registered for 
their second shot, 94 showed up,” 
Soun said.

The lower turnout is not exclu-
sive to Soun’s Holtville practice, as 
county Public Health Department 
officials and other local medical 
providers have indicated in recent 
weeks that vaccine demand has 
tapered off since initially becom-
ing available. 

Yet, the lower turnout hasn’t 
deterred Soun from his goal of 
vaccinating as many people as 
possible, and in particular Holt-
ville residents. 

He and his staff have already be-
gun registering people for a pos-
sible two-day mass vaccination 
clinic on May 20 and 21, where a 
total of 2,000 doses could poten-
tially be available. As of Monday, 
April 26, his office staff already 
had 587 individuals signed up.

1,297 and Counting 

As of Monday, Dr. Soun had 
vaccinated a total of 1,297 indi-
viduals through a series of drive-
through clinics his office has host-
ed since February. 

Fifty-year-old Holtville resident 
Beatriz Espinoza added her name 
to that growing list on April 21. 
Though she was eligible to have 
received the vaccine at the start of 
April, when the state lowered the 
age requirement from 65 to those 
ages 50 and older, Espinoza didn’t 
exactly jump at the opportunity. 

“The truth is I was a little 
scared,” Espinoza said in Spanish.

Part of her reservation stemmed 
from the general anxiety that Es-
pinoza said she generally con-
tends with, as well as the frequent 
reports she heard about people 
getting sick from the vaccine. 

“So, I waited a little to see how 
things turned out,” she said. Ac-
companying Espinoza for the vac-
cination was her 27-year-old son. 

In contrast to Espinoza’s initial 
reluctance, 58-year-old Calexico 
resident Sandra Chavez said she 
wasn’t in the slightest bit worried 
about any potential side effects.

“I wasn’t worried about that as 
much as just getting vaccinated,” 
Chavez said in Spanish. “I’ve been 

wanting to get vaccinated.” 
Yet that eagerness did not 

translate that easily into a quick 
appointment for Chavez, as her 
prior attempts to make an ap-
pointment in Calexico did not 
pan out. She, too, was joined by 
young family members during 
the April 21 drive-through clinic, 
including her 20-year-old neph-
ew Jose Medrano, who admittedly 
was not as excited to get vaccinat-
ed as his aunt.

“I felt like they dragged me 
here,” Medrano said, half-joking-
ly.

Previously, both he and his sis-
ter were scheduled to receive the 
J&J/Janssen vaccine but did not 
do so after the federal govern-
ment paused its use on April 13 
after six people, out of some 6.8 
million doses administered, had 
developed a rare type of blood 
clot. 

And while Medrano admitted 
to being something of a home-
body, he was looking forward 
to being fully vaccinated so he 
could at least start reuniting with 
friends.

“But that all depends if all of 
them get vaccinated,” Medrano 
said.

The nationwide pause of the 
J&J/Janssen vaccine was lifted on 
Friday after a thorough review by 
medical teams from the U.S. Food 
and Drug Administration and the 
U.S. Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention.

Currently, those ages 16 and up 
are eligible for a COVID-19 vac-
cine in California. Dr. Soun said 
his office has fielded its share of 
requests from 16- and 17-year-
olds wanting to be vaccinated, 
but the Moderna doses that he 
has been frequently allocated can 
only be administered to those 18 
years and older. He is trying to ac-
quire Pfizer vaccines, which can 
be administered to those who are 
16 and 17 years old.

Since February, his office has 
been allocated about 300 doses a 
week, he said. That allocation has 
largely been dependent on overall 
availability and the allocations of 
other local providers.

For next month’s planned vacci-
nation clinic, Soun said he hopes 
to administer enough second 
doses of the Moderna vaccine for 
those who received their first dose 
on April 21.

During the Holtville City 
Council meeting Monday, April 

26, council member Mike Pa-
checo said he had attended one 
of Soun’s previous vaccination 
clinics to receive the J&J/Janssen 
dose and was impressed by the 
efficiency of Soun’s staff and how 
smoothly the event ran.

Soun, who was also in atten-
dance, said that the event could 
not have operated without the 
assistance of the city, its fire and 
public works departments, coun-
ty Sheriff ’s Office and volunteers 
from the Chamber of Commerce 
and Imperial Valley College.

“We cannot do it without the 
city’s assistance,” Soun told the 
council.

During the meeting, Holt-
ville Fire Chief Alex Silva also 
thanked city personnel for their 
assistance. During the April 21 
drive-through clinic, multiple 
firefighters had assisted with ad-
ministering the vaccine. Silva said 
the state will be reimbursing de-
partment personnel for the time 
they spend at such mass vaccina-
tion clinics.

“They were out there pushing 
for it,” Silva said, referring to the 
state’s insistence to have local fire-
fighters trained to vaccinate peo-
ple.

VACCINATIONS
From page 1
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Environmental Evaluation Committee Meeting Live Video/Audio Streaming Link http://imperi-
al.granicus.com/ViewPublisher.php?view_id=2. Through the guidance of our Public Health
Officer, California Department of Public Health and the California Governor's Office, in order to
minimize the spread of the COVID-19 virus, we are following these recommendations: 1. You are
strongly encouraged to listen to the live audio and video stream of the Environmental Evaluation
Committee meetings at the link mentioned above. 2. Should you wish to provide public comment
on a specific item on the agenda and/or general public comment, please submit your comment via
email to the Environmental Evaluation Committee clerk at
icpdscommentletters@co.imperial.ca.us no later than 2:00 p.m. on the Wednesday prior to the
Environmental Evaluation Committee meeting.  If you are planning to attend the Environmental
Evaluation Committee meeting in person you will be required to maintain appropriate social dis-
tancing i.e. maintain a six-foot distance between yourself and other individuals. All supporting
documentation is available for public review in the office of the Planning & Development
Services Department located at 801 Main Street, El Centro, Ca. 92243 during regular business
hours, 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday, excluding holidays. Please remember to shut
off all cell phones, or electronic devices upon entering the Board Chambers

Pursuant to the requirements of the CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT
(CEQA) and the County's "RULES AND REGULATIONS TO IMPLEMENT CEQA" the
Imperial County Environmental Evaluation Committee will meet on May 13, 2021 at 1:30 p.m.
in the Board of Supervisors Chambers, 940 Main Street, El Centro, to review the below-men-
tioned project:  

(Information Item Only) Assessment #20-0029 Applicant: Apex Energy Solutions, LLC is
proposing Conditional Use Permit #20-0020 (VEGA 4) for the construction of a 100-megawatt
(MW) alternating current (AC) photovoltaic (PV) solar energy facility with an integrated 100
MW/400Mwh battery storage system on approximately 531 acres of land. The project would
include electronic/electrical equipment, an on-site substation, access road(s) and fencing. The
project involves three parcels in Sections 10, 11, 14, 15, and 16 within Township 17 South, and
Range 16 East SBB&M; Assessor's Parcel Numbers 059-290-010, 059-300-015, and 059-300-
017), (2849 E. Hwy 98, Holtville, CA 92250, Supervisorial District #5), [Diana Robinson, Planner
III at (442) 265-1736, extension 1751 or by email at dianarobinson@co.imperial.ca.us]. 

(Information Item Only) Assessment #20-0030 Applicant: Apex Energy Solutions, LLC. is
proposing four Conditional Use Permit #20-0021, CUP#20-0022, & CUP#20-0023 to develop
and operate a Three-Hundred and Fifty (350) megawatt (MW) alternating current (AC) solar pho-
tovoltaic (PV) energy generation and one hundred (100) MW/four hundred and fifty (450)
megawatt hour (MWh) battery storage project. The project is to be located on approximately 1,963
acres. SES 2 property  is legally described as Portion of Section 17, Township 11 South, Range

15 East, SBB&M; Assessor's Parcel Numbers 025-160-011, 025-010-006, and 025-270-023;
(approx. 5 miles Southeast of Niland);  SES 3 is legally described as Section 9, Township 11
South, Range15 East,SBB&M; Assessor's Parcel Number 025-010-006-000 (approx. 5 miles
Southeast of Niland);  SES 5 is legally described as section 17, Township 11 South, Range 15
East, SBB&M; Assessor's Parcel Numbers 025-260-019-000 and 025-260-022, (approx. 4 miles
Southeast of Niland), Supervisorial District#4), [Patricia Valenzuela, Planner IV at (442) 265-
1736, extension 1749 or by email at patriciavalenzuela@co.imperial.ca.us].

(Information Item Only) Assessment #20-0035 Applicant: Vikings Energy Farm, LLC. is
proposing Conditional Use Permit #20-0025 to develop and operate a one hundred (100)
megawatt (MW) alternating current (AC) solar photovoltaic (PV) energy generation and one hun-
dred (100) MW/four hundred and fifty (450) megawatt hour (MWh) battery storage project. The
project is to be located on approximately 603.61 acres. The property  is legally described as
Portion of Section 36, Township 15 South, Range 16 East, SBB&M; Assessor's Parcel Numbers
050-070-018-000, 050-070-019-000 and 050-070-021-000, (2910 & 3000 E. Nelsons Pit Rd.,
Holtville, CA 92250, Supervisorial District #5), [Diana Robinson, Planner III at (442) 265-1736,
extension 1751 or by email at dianarobinson@co.imperial.ca.us]. 

Assessment #20-0039: Applicant: The VEGA IID S-Line Upgrades Project, CUP 20-0029
Minor Modification and PM 02491 consists of three primary components: 1) Minor Revisions
to existing Conditional Use Permit (CUP) 17-0001; 2) Upgrades to the Imperial Irrigation District
(IID) "S"-Line; and 3) propose Parcel Map #02491. VEGA SES LLC is requesting to change the
location of the previously-approved on-site substation and gen-tie tie-in, within the boundaries of
the VEGA SES Solar Energy Project site. The S-Line upgrades component of the project consists
of replacement and upgrades to the existing IID S-Line and construction of new sections or alter-
nate route alignments connecting the Imperial Valley Substation to the El Centro Switching
Station. A Parcel Map is proposed for reorganization of property around Drew Road.  The Parcel
Map would create two parcels from an existing five parcels that are bisected, in part, by Drew
Road. The solar project is generally located along Drew Road between Wixom Road and Lyons
Road. The transmission "S" line will encompass approximately 18 miles of upgrade. Assessor's
Parcel Numbers 051-360-031, 021, 051-390-012, 013, 004, and 051-350-015, 017, 019,
(Supervisorial District #2), [David Black, Planner IV at (442) 265-1736, extension 1746].

Jim Minnick, Chairman 
Environmental Evaluation Committee

Si ustedrequiereestainformaciónenespañol, favor de llamar al (442) 265-1736.
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26, said politics is an area where they won’t 
venture, but reaching people through their 
social circles and work through innate bi-
ases is key to moving the needle on vaccine 
efforts.

To do that, individuals must be reached 
on a granular level.

Success will depend on “going local, both 
geographically but also ideologically, so-
cially going local,” Luis Flores said, adding 
that it will be up to community leaders to 
wins the hearts and minds of people, target-
ing various groups with laser precision like 
“church communities, gym cultures, youth 
cultures,” for example.

Imperial County Public Health Depart-
ment officials agree. While they are not 
abandoning messaging strategies that have 
been used to vaccinate people early on, there 
is acknowledgement that an added layer is 
needed by asking people in focus groups 
why they are resistant to being vaccinated.

“It’s not just Public Health, but many pro-
viders are looking at nontraditional ways to 
reach the community … they’re going out 
trying to make it easy and accessible for our 
community. For sure we haven’t thought of 
every single idea, every single strategy, (but) 
since last week we started re-strategizing be-
cause of the trend that we were seeing,” Pub-
lic Health Director Janette Angulo said on 
Tuesday, April 27 during her weekly report 
to the county Board of Supervisors.

“We will explore, we are exploring; there’s 
more that needs to be done,” she said.

To that end, Imperial County District 4 
Supervisor Ryan Kelley sees the mix of new 
and old as an effective way to reach people 
about vaccination.

“I think they’re on the right track. You can 
only do so much with a social media blast,” 
Kelley said of previous county outreach. 

“Now we’re going to go out and bring 
them (to get vaccinated). Man, it’s not them 

coming to us, it’s us going to them,” Kelley 
said, referring to a statement he made last 
week in reaching out to the hesitant faith-
based communities.

More than 102,700 doses of vaccine had 
been administered in Imperial County as of 
data posted Wednesday morning, April 28 
on the county’s website. Some 41,641 people 
(21.73 percent) had been fully vaccinated 
and 61,080 (31.87 percent) had received at 
least one dose of the two-step vaccine.

Yet Public Health said the percentage of 
fully vaccinated people in Imperial County 
is more around 45 percent of those eligible 
to receive their doses (ages 16 and 17 for 
Pfizer; 18 and older for Moderna and the 
un-paused Johnson & Johnson vaccines). 
The county’s dashboard is based on percent-
ages of the total population inoculated.

While the amount of vaccine available to 
Imperial County has increased dramatical-
ly and steadily for several weeks since early 
March, the slowdown in demand started 
two to three weeks ago.

An example of which was seen at last 
week’s mass vaccination clinic in Holtville, 
held by Dr. Vincent Soun. For three weeks 
he had been registering people for the 
1,000-dose clinic, which had more than 900 
registrants by the time it got underway on 
Friday, April 23.

Emblematic of the problem, more than a 
third of those who registered did not show 
up for their vaccinations.

And Angulo said Public Health is now 
seeing more residents not showing up for 
their second doses. While she provided no 
data, a recent news report out of Los Ange-
les County said the issue numbered in the 
tens of thousands there.

Something more proactive and urgent 
needs to take place to bring individuals to 
clinics. The county is still doing mobile out-
reach and has daily clinics at a fixed site at 
the Imperial County Department of Social 
Services’ conference room off South Fourth 
Street in El Centro, but Luis and Daniela 
Flores said a different approach is necessary, 

too.
Luis Flores thinks the time of “mass 

clinics” is likely over and the next step for-
ward is drop-in clinics in neighborhoods of 
like-minded people.

“You’re not organizing around clinics, 
you’re organizing around convincing people 
you are sending them to where they can get 
a walk-in vaccine,” he said.

It’s that direct, targeted, hands-on ap-
proach that has proved successful for Salud 
Sin Fronteras, Daniela Flores said.

“The same way that we were able to be 
effective at being able to reach a lot of the 
harder-to-reach population, it’s going to 
require that kind of continued collabora-
tion between providers, community-based 
groups, community leaders, the coun-
ty, faith-based, all of the groups that have 
worked to provide testing,” she said.

She cited the work early on that Salud Sin 
Fronteras did to directly reach Calexico res-
idents to increase testing and to deliver per-
sonal protective equipment like face masks 
to farmworkers as they crossed the border.

In addition to Luis and Daniela’s I.V. Eq-
uity and Justice Coalition, Salud Sin Fron-
teras includes Comite Civico Del Valle, Los 
Amigos De La Comunidad, Coalicion De 
Buena Salud y Bienestar Comunitario, Our 
Roots Multicultural Center, and La Union 
Hace La Fuerza.

For farmworker vaccination efforts, Sa-
lud Sin Fronteras actively recruited through 
phone calls, personal interactions and tak-
ing the message directly to those who need-
ed it.

The Floreses said Salud Sin Fronteras had 
a direct hand in getting some 3,700 farm-
workers in the county vaccinated through 
nearly 30 clinics in which they directly par-
ticipated that were targeted or partly target-
ed at ag laborers. 

Through their efforts in assisting with 
clinics staged by the county, Pioneers Me-
morial Healthcare District, Dr. Tien Vo, 
Calexico Wellness Center and one clinic 
with El Centro Regional Medical Center, 

Salud Sin Fronteras has seen more than 
5,134 farmworkers vaccinated .

Figuring how many farmworkers total 
have been given doses has proved difficult. 
Imperial County Public Health stated: “A 
total of 5,696 individuals marked Farm-
ers or Skilled Agriculture Forestry-Fishery 
Worker when they registered for a vaccine 
appointment with the Imperial County 
Public Health Department. This number 
does not include the individuals that were 
provided vaccine through other healthcare 
providers in Imperial County.”

Salud Sin Fronteras in its approach to 
vaccinate individuals moved past just farm-
workers. While their efforts were primarily 
in the south county, Luis and Daniela said, 
it went from a laser-like focus on farmwork-
ers, to Spanish speakers next, then their 
family members, and now Salud Sin Fron-
teras is actively reaching out to those with 
poor access to healthcare and health infor-
mation.

It’s some of that south county concern 
that led Luis and Daniela to reach out to this 
newspaper last week after reading an article 
about vaccine hesitancy and the idea that it 
is less of a problem in Calexico because of 
higher percentages of partial vaccinations.

From the start, Calexico’s numbers are 
skewed by the active recruitment of farm-
workers, Luis Flores said.

“My first reaction to seeing cross city 
comparisons, having been inputting the 
numbers, is, ‘Wait, there’s all these P.O. Box-
es in Calexico that are not Calexico resi-
dents,’” he explained. 

“They are migrant workers. Any migrant 
worker that you ask do they have an address, 
they will give you a P.O. Box (an address of a 
friend or family member),” he said. “So, we 
know that there is some inflation of Calex-
ico registration that just comes from P.O. 
Boxes.”

HESITANCY
From page 1
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SECTION I --  INVITATION FOR PROPOSALS

CITY OF HOLTVILLE
CEDAR AVENUE SIDEWALK IMPROVEMENTS FROM 4TH STREET TO 5TH

STREET

Sealed proposals will be received at the City Council Chambers, City Hall, City of Holtville, 121
W. Fifth Street, Holtville, California  92250 until 2:00 p.m. prevailing local time, Tuesday, June
15, 2021, for the construction of The City of Holtville – CEDAR AVENUE SIDEWALK
IMPROVEMENTS FROM 4TH STREET TO 5TH STREET.  At such time proposals will be pub-
licly opened and read aloud.

The work is located in the City of Holtville, County of Imperial, State of California. The work
includes demolition of existing concrete infrastructure and pavement area, installation of new
P.C.C. curb and gutter, sidewalk, driveways, and curb ramp along Cedar Avenue between 4th
Street and 5th Street. The scope of work also includes the installation and modification of storm
drainage system along said segment of Cedar Avenue. A majority of the construction work occurs
within the City of Holtville Right-of-Way except for the curb ramp and adjacent pavement area at
the southeast corner of SR 115 and Cedar Avenue being in Caltrans Right-of-Way. 

Proposals shall conform to the requirements of this Invitation for Proposals and other documents
listed herein and any addenda thereto issued in advance of the proposal opening date.

The Contractor shall have a State of California Classification “A” Contractor’s license to perform
the work.  A bid submitted by any contractor not properly licensed at the time of bid opening shall
be considered non-responsive and will be rejected.

The specifications and improvement plans setting forth requirements and the work to be per-
formed is comprised of the following:

Section I Invitation for Proposals

Section II Instructions to Bidders

Section III Caltrans LAPM Forms

Section IV Prevailing Wage Rates

Section V Proposal Forms

Section VI Contract and Bond Forms

Section VII General Conditions

Section VIII Special Conditions

Section IX Technical Conditions

Improvement Plans

Water Pollution Control Program (WPCP) and Erosion Control 
Plans

and all addendum (a).

All construction activities including submittal and material inspection requirements, meeting
attendance, coordination requirements, field inspection, record keeping and other incidental
requirements within the State  Highway 115 shall be in strict conformance with the requirements
of the plans, Caltrans Special Provisions, the latest edition of Caltrans Standard Plans and
Specifications, the latest edition of Caltrans Revised Standard Specifications, Caltrans
Encroachment Permit and Caltrans District Engineer’s and Local Resident Engineer’s require-
ments.

Only those firms who have purchased the bid documents will be provided any addendum(a) that
may be issued for this project prior to the bid opening date.

Inquiries or questions based on alleged patent ambiguity of the plans, specifications or estimate
must be communicated as a bidder inquiry prior to bid opening. Any such inquiries or questions,
submitted after bid opening, will not be treated as a bid protest.

This project is subject to the “Buy America” provisions on the Surface Transportation Assistance
Act of 1982 as amended by the Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency act of 1991.

Bid security shall accompany the bid in the form of a certified or cashier’s check, or a Bid Bond
for ten percent (10%) of the maximum bid amount being proposed.

The successful bidder shall furnish a payment bond and a performance bond, both equal to 100%
of the contract amount.

Minimum wage rates for this project as predetermined by the United States Department of Labor
and State of California are set forth in the Instruction for Bidders section of the specifications.

If there is a difference between the minimum wage rates predetermined by the United States
Department of Labor Federal Davis-Bacon wage rates and the prevailing wage rates determined
by the State of California Department of Industrial Relations for similar classifications of labor,
the Contractor and his/her subcontractors shall pay not less than the higher wage rate.

This project is subject to compliance monitoring and enforcement by the California Department
of Industrial Relations. 

Federal regulations and reporting requirements applicable to the proposed work must be complied
with for this project.

The City of Holtville hereby affirms that in any contract entered into pursuant to this advertise-
ment, disadvantaged business enterprises will be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in
response to this invitation.

Bidders are advised that, as required by federal law, the City of Holtville is implementing
Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (DBE) requirements.  DBE requirements are included in the
Instruction for Bidders section of the Specifications.

The new DBE program requires that the Agency establish a project specific goal until further
notice from Caltrans/FHWA. For further information on the new DBE Program, FAQ’s, DBE cer-
tification, search for DBE, public information meetings, etc., refer to the following website:

https://dot.ca.gov/programs/civil-rights/dbe

The DBE Contract goal for this project is 15 percent.

A non-mandatory pre-bid conference is scheduled for Friday, May 14, 2021 at 10:00 a.m. at
Holtville City Hall, 121 W. Fifth Street, Holtville, CA 92250. This conference is to inform bidders
of project requirements and subcontractors of subcontracting and material supply opportunities.
Bidders attendance at this conference will not be mandatory.

The U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) provides a toll-free “hotline” service to report bid
rigging activities.  Bid rigging activities can be reported Mondays through Fridays, between 8:00
a.m. and 5:00 p.m., eastern time, telephone no. 1-800-424-9071.  Anyone with knowledge of pos-
sible bid rigging, bidder collusion, or other fraudulent activities should use the “hotline” to report
these activities.  The “hotline” is part of the DOT’s continuing effort to identify and investigate
highway construction contract fraud and abuse and is operated under the direction of the DOT
Inspector General.  All information will be treated confidentially and caller anonymity will be
respected.

In the case where a bidder claims an inadvertent clerical error in listing subcontractors, a notice
of the claim must be submitted to the Director of Public Works in writing within two (2) working
days after the time of the bid opening and copies sent to the subcontractors involved.

Copies of the contract documents are available for examination without charge during normal
business hours at the office of The City of Holtville Engineering Consultants:

The Holt Group, Inc.
1601 N. Imperial Avenue

El Centro, California  92243
(760) 337-3883

Technical questions shall be addressed to the above-mentioned office.  Copies of contract docu-
ments may be obtained from The Holt Group, Inc., 1601 N. Imperial Avenue, El Centro,
California 92243, (760) 3373883 by making a non-refundable payment of one hundred dollars
($100.00) payable to The Holt Group, Inc. for each set of said contract documents.  This includes
shipping charges.
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turing and completion would not likely occur in 
time for a previously planned dedication ceremo-
ny on April 3.

Nonetheless, the new date for the event, which 
coincides with the Veterans Day weekend, still 
comes as a relief, Isaac Silva said.

Erik Silva was assigned to the 3rd Battalion, 5th 
Marines, 1st Marine Division, at Camp Pendleton 
and was 22 years old at the time of his death. 

He was mortally wounded while providing cov-
er fire for his platoon during an Operation Iraqi 
Freedom combat mission, according to the website 
of the Mt. Soledad National Veterans Memorial, 
where a plaque is on display in his honor.

For the event, organizers and attendees will 
gather at the nearby Earl Walker County Park at 
a time that has yet to be determined but soon to 
be announced, said Kim Vincent, former president 
of the American Legion auxiliary Bradley-Keffer 
Unit 138.

Vincent, along with Silva’s extended family and 
longtime family friend, Holtville Fire Chief Alex 
Silva, had collaborated over the past three years to 
have a section of the highway renamed in Erik Sil-
va’s honor.

As part of their effort, organizers had enlisted 
Assembly member Eduardo Garcia, D-Coach-
ella, who sponsored an Assembly resolution that 
was passed in July 2019 and which authorized the 
California Department of Transportation to erect 
the commemorative signage once funding was se-
cured from nonstate sources.

“It’s amazing to know that we’re finally going to 
have this bridge dedicated,” said Vincent, who now 
lives in Oklahoma.

Initially, organizers had attempted to raise the 
cost of the signs’ purchase through a GoFundMe 
account, but fell short of the goal of $6,800, which 
Caltrans had initially stated would be the cost of 
the two signs.

That original cost was then unexpectedly re-
vised by the state to $3,300, Vincent said. Though 
the post auxiliary’s fundraising efforts had still 
fallen short of the amount needed to purchase and 
have the signs installed, it was awarded a $15,000 
grant from the Imperial Irrigation District to assist 
with its effort.

“It was a blessing,” Vincent said about the low-
ered price of the signs and the IID grant.

Although she didn’t know Erik Silva, Vincent 
said he is the first armed service member from the 
Valley to be killed in action in the Iraq war.

Only a portion of the IID’s $15,000 grant will go 
toward purchasing and installing a sign honoring 
Silva on eastbound and westbound Highway 115 
as it crosses the Alamo River, she said. The auxil-

iary has plans to use the rest of the funds to assist 
veterans with their housing costs and medical bills.

At least three members of Erik Silva’s unit are 
expected to be in attendance during the Nov. 12 
event, Isaac Silva said.

Multiple platoon members have made annual 
treks to Erik Silva’s gravesite at the Terrace Park 
Cemetery in Holtville on the anniversary of his 
death to pay their respects and to visit with his 
surviving family. 

Because the anniversary of Silva’s death fell on 
the same weekend as Easter this year, some mem-
bers of his unit had visited Holtville the following 
weekend instead, Isaac Silva said.

This year also marked the second year that or-
ganizers cancelled the annual Cpl. Erik H. Silva 
Memorial Golf Tournament at the Barbara Worth 
Country Club on account of COVID-19. 

Instead of a formal tournament, family and 
friends gathered on April 10 for a quick round of 
golf that nonetheless honored Silva’s memory and 
crowned the winner with the tournament’s blue 
jacket, Isaac Silva said.

“We actually had a pretty good turnout,” Silva 
added.

During his last two years of high school, Erik 
Silva played the trumpet in the campus’ Viking 
Band of Pride, was a member of the varsity golf 
team, a soccer player, and a drum major.

“He was better (at golf) than me and my older 
brothers for sure,” Isaac Silva said.

Though Veterans Day remains several months 
away, and city officials have yet to make any de-
finitive plans, the city is expecting it will be able 
to host its annual Veterans Day Parade on the Sat-
urday preceding the holiday, City Manager Nick 
Wells said. 

BRIDGE
From page 1

Cpl. Erik H. Silva Memorial Golf Tournament Blue Jacket 
Championship winner Erik Castro (right) with the Brown 
Jacket Masters Champion and cousin to Erik Silva, Joey 
Hernandez. | PHOTOS COURTESY OF ISAAC SILVA

Although representation is big, 
federal funding is bigger.

The dollar allocations are in-
credibly important, because “ev-
ery little bit counts, especially in 
Calexico, and Imperial County. 
Every dollar is in great need,” said 
Richard Ortega, executive direc-
tor of Neighborhood House in 
Calexico, adding that it helps with 
city and county services, school 
funding, affordable housing, 
health services for people, un-
employment benefits and more. 
“Every little bit helps in having an 
impact on people.”

Ortega led the grassroots ef-
forts on the behalf of the city 
of Calexico to get its residents 
counted.

Local-level data won’t be re-
leased for some time. The num-
bers released so far are tied to 
apportionment, or federal repre-
sentation with the big population 
figures on the national and state 
level.

Texas gained two more con-
gressional seats, while Colorado, 
Florida, Montana, North Caroli-
na, and Oregon gained one seat 
each.

Illinois, Michigan, New York, 
Ohio, Pennsylvania, and Wis-
consin also lost Congressional 
seats.

“Although California did expe-
rience some growth, the growth 
was slow,” said Imperial County 
Intergovernmental Relations Di-
rector Rebecca Terrazas-Baxter. 
“We’re still the most populous 
state, but our growth was less 
and slower than other compet-
ing states, like Texas and Florida 
which is why they gained two 
and one seats, respectively.

“Now that we know what the 
congressional seat number is, 
they will begin the redistricting 
commission statewide to deter-
mine how that is going to impact 
the state as far as where are we 
losing that one seat and how that 
congressional district is going 
to be broken up into other dis-

tricts.”
It’s unclear, though, how it will 

impact federal and state funding, 
Terrazas-Baxter said. 

“We won’t know until we get 
the specific numbers for the 
counties in September,” she said. 
“Keep in mind on the funding 
side, when it comes to federal 
and state money, it’s more about 
population, and our population 
didn’t go down. It’s just, we lost 
a congressional seat. It shouldn’t 
impact our funding too much.”

More detailed figures will be 
released later this year. Those 
numbers will include popula-
tions by race, Hispanic origin, 
gender, and housing at different 
geographic levels.

While it won’t be clear what 
Calexico’s numbers are yet, it’s 
a particular challenge getting 
people counted in Calexico and 
Imperial County, Ortega said. 
There’s a lot of cross dependency 
along the border, and that some-
times creates difficulty in count-
ing people. 

“And people have always been 
concerned about people calling 
them up and coming to their 
door,” he said, adding that’s why 
the Census Bureau partners with 
local, grassroots organizations 
like Neighborhood House in 
Calexico. It’s all about getting 
people to feel at ease participat-
ing. 

What it comes down to, he 
said, is the amount of funding 
the area can get.

“It all comes down to the 
amount of funds we’re able to 
receive,” he said. “Everything 
works on the formula, how much 
Calexico will receive in terms of 
federal funds.”

U.S. population growth slowed 
to the lowest rate since the Great 
Depression, according to the As-
sociated Press. 

Experts say the sluggish 
growth shows a combination 
of an aging population, slowing 
immigration and the scar of the 
Great Recession more than a de-
cade ago, which led many young 
adults to delay marriage and 
families. 

CENSUS
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Another IVL record set at the 
meet came from Central’s Adisyn 
Duarte who established a 25.58 
record in the 50-yard freestyle, 
topping the 25.84 record set by 
Cody Franks of Brawley in 2011. 

The final IVL record set was 

from Nathan Ostermann of 
Southwest with his 1:06.82 time 
in the 100-yard breaststroke, top-
ping the 1:03.87 time of Rick Pace 
of Brawley, set in 1999.

Several CIF-San Diego Section 
automatic (CIFA) and consider-
ation (CIFC) times were met in 
both the boys’ and girls’ IVL fi-
nals. The automatic times will be 
eligible to compete in the section 

championships, while the con-
sideration times will be required 
to be in the top-32 for relays 
and top-24 for individual events 
among all San Diego Section 
schools to compete in the section 
championships.

RESULTS FROM THE IVL 
BOYS’ FINALS WERE:

200-yard medley relay: Southwest 

(William Lillien, Nathan Ostermann, 
Landynn Olivas, Luis Colio) 1:46.11 
CIFA. Brawley (C.J. Manuel, Blake Ayala, 
Richard Torres, Jared Carpio) 1:54.89 
CIFC. Palo Verde (Cade Chute, Peter 
Houston, David Velasco, Nathan Jung) 
2:05.12 CIFC.

200-yard freestyle relay: Central 
(Travis Davalos, Jose Salazar, Dominic 
Olague, Trypp Duarte) 1:40.15 CIFC. 
Southwest (Victor Moon, Israel Hernan-
dez, Matai Cervantes, Slater Sanders) 
1:49.65 CIFC. Palo Verde (Peter Hous-
ton, David Velasco, Angel Hernandez, 
Nathan Jung) 1:49.99 CIFC.

400-yard freestyle relay: Southwest 
(Luis Colio, William Lillien, Landynn Ol-
ivas, Nathan Ostermann) 3:33.02 CIFC. 
Central (Travis Davalos, Dominic Lerma, 
Dominic Olague, Trypp Duarte (3:47.90) 
CIFC. Brawley (C.J. Manuel, Blake Aya-
la, Davidjay Escalera, Jared Carpio) 
3:49.94 CIFC.

200-yard freestyle: Trypp Duarte, 
Central, 1:50.93 CIFA. Nathan Oster-
mann, Southwest, 1:51.33 CIFA. Davi-
djay Escalera, Brawley, 2:10.11. 

200-yard individual medley: C.J. 
Manuel, Brawley, 2:01.39 CIFA. Domi-
nic Olague, Central, 2:32.30. Richard 
Torres, Brawley, 2:38.87.

50-yard freestyle: Luis Colio, South-
west, 23.96 CIFC. William Lillien, South-
west, 25.31. Travis Davalos, Central, 
26.19.

100-yard butterfly: Landynn Olivas, 
Southwest, 54.26 CIFA. Richard Torres, 
Brawley, 1:07.41. David Velasco, Palo 
Verde, 1:11.18.

100-yard freestyle: Trypp Duarte, 
Central, 49.97 CIFA. Luis Colio, South-
west, 52.46 CIFC. Dominic Olague, Cen-
tral, 55.87.

500-yard freestyle: Landynn Olivas, 
Southwest, 5:02.15 CIFA. Davidjay Es-
calera, Brawley, 5:56.58. Xavier Lopez, 
Central, 6:28.19. 

100-yard backstroke: C.J. Manuel, 
Brawley, 52.32 CIFA. William Lillien, 
Southwest, 1:08.07. Devin DeLaGarza, 
Palo Verde, 1:12.92.

100-yard breaststroke: Nathan Oster-
mann, Southwest, 1:01.78 CIFA. Blake 
Ayala, Brawley, 1:14.72. Slater Sanders, 
Southwest, 1:18.63.

RESULTS FROM THE IVL 
GIRLS’ FINALS WERE:

200-yard medley relay: Brawley (So-

lae Enders, Ryan Dickerson, Cassiana 
Escalera, Ellie Hoskins) 2:04.29 CIFC. 
Southwest (Bianca Prieto, Maddy Lil-
ien, Alex Zaragoza, Anna Hernandez) 
2:10.27 CIFC. Imperial (Alyssa Luna, 
Haidyn Ellison, Cheney Gomez, Emily 
Phillips) 2:18.20 CIFC. Holtville (Alyssa 
Enriquez, Audrey Lucio, Skylar Hanson, 
Bella Fusi) 2:19.37 CIFC.

200-yard freestyle relay: Brawley 
(Solae Enders, Ryan Dickerson, Ellie 
Hoskins, Cassiana Escalera) 1:49.86 
CIFA. Southwest (Bianca Prieto, Anna 
Hernandez, Alex Zaragoza, Maddy Lil-
ien) 1:55.09 CIFC. Central (Alessandra 
Iduarte, Hayley Licea, Victoria Jimenez, 
Adisyn Duarte) 1:56.72 CIFC. Imperial 
(Cheney Gomez, Haidyn Ellison, Alyssa 
Luna, Emily Phillips) 1:58.31 CIFC.

400-yard freestyle relay: Central 
(Alessandra Iduarte, Hayley Licea, Vic-
toria Jimenez, Adisyn Duarte) 4:24.27 
CIFC. Brawley (Jessie Garcia-Cruz, Alex 
Veysey, Caitlynn Pedersen, Isabella 
Halcon) 4:59.43. Central (Alexa Gamez 
Buenrosto, Emily Cuevas, Galilea Serra-
no, Gitzelle Tellez) 5:21.93.

200-yard freestyle: Maddy Lilien, 
Southwest, 2:13.52 CIFC. Alessandra 
Iduarte, Central, 2:24.14. Isabella Hal-
con, Brawley, 2:34.40.

200-yard individual medley: Jennifer 
Ortiz, Calexico, 2:31.88 CIFC, Cheney 
Gomez, Imperial, 2:50.43. Caitlynn Ped-
ersen, Brawley, 2:51.25.

50-yard freestyle: Adisyn Duarte, 
Central, 25.58 CIFA. Cassiana Escal-
era, Brawley, 26.51 CIFC. Ellie Hoskins, 
Brawley, 27.37 CIFC. Solae Enders, 
Brawley, 27.99 CIFC.

100-yard butterfly: Alex Zaragoza, 
Southwest, 1:11.00 CIFC. Cheney Go-
mez, Imperial, 1:18.48. Valeria Ramos, 
Imperial, 1:22.24. 

100-yard freestyle: Maddy Lilien, 
Southwest, 57.86 CIFC. Solae Enders, 
Brawley, 59.98 CIFC. Ellie Hoskins, 
Brawley, 1:02.84.

500-yard freestyle: Jennifer Ortiz, 
Calexico, 5:57.61 CIFC. Bianca Prieto, 
Southwest, 6:16.95. Alessandra Iduar-
te, Central, 6:20.94.

100-yard backstroke: Cassiana Es-
calera, Brawley, 1:08.75 CIFC. Alex 
Zaragoza, Southwest, 1:13.02. Alyssa 
Luna, Imperial, 1:21.45.

100-yard breaststroke: Adisyn Duar-
te, Central, 1:16.23 CIFC. Ryan Dicker-
son, Brawley, 1:21.55. Bianca Prieto, 
Southwest, 1:22.87. 
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Holtville High School junior running back Payton Iten was named the Offensive 
MVP for the Desert League after racking up more than 500 yards rushing and 
10 touchdowns in six games. | VALERIE MENDOZA PHOTO

Vincent Memorial Catholic senior Noe Saenz was one of seven Scots players 
recognized with first-team All-Desert League honors. Saenz carries the ball on 
April 9. | SERGIO BASTIDAS PHOTO
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From page 5

Holtville players on the sec-
ond-team defense were defen-
sive tackles Nathaniel Maturino 
and Jose Gomez, defensive end 
Cade Dammerall and linebacker 
Andres Luna. 

Seven Scots on First Team
The Vincent Memorial Catho-

lic High squad had seven players 
recognized with first-team All-
DL honors. On offense it was 
running backs Noe Saenz and 
Max Diaz along with offensive 
lineman Derek Jimenez. 

On the all-league defensive 
first team, the Scots’ had de-
fensive tackle Baraquiel Fim-
bres and linebackers Juan Pablo 
Robinson, Arturo Clemente and 

Alejandro Cervantes. 
Vincent Memorial had three 

players earn all-league sec-
ond-team offensive awards in 
quarterback Diego Elorduy, tight 
end Benjamin Garza and offen-
sive lineman Manuel Montoya.

On the defensive second-team 
for the Scots was defensive tack-
le Diego Santillan, defensive end 
Javier Gallego, corner back Es-

teban Sanchez and safety Andre 
Rodriguez.

Palo Verde Valley High of Bly-
the had nine players earn All-DL 
first team honors and eight play-
ers earn second-team all-league 
recognition. Mountain Empire 
High of Pine Valley featured six 
players named to the first team 
and another six players earned 
second-team honors. 

“Because the schedule has been 
modified this year to where you 
play the same team in the same 
week, we knew we had to up our 
game,” Snyder said. “We executed 
exactly what we game planned, 
and it is so fun to see that unfold. 
The girls are up for any challenge 
and love every bit of IVL softball.”

Kalli Strahm got the win again 
for Holtville, giving up just the 
one run on six hits and walking 
two. Marissa Pena took the loss 
for Brawley, going four innings, 
allowing three runs on six hits. 

Offensively for the Vikings, it 
was Brooke Strahm leading the 
way with three hits and an RBI, 
followed by Johnston with a hit, 
a walk and a run scored. Havens 
had two hits and scored twice and 
Irungaray had a hit and RBI. 

Holtville has another three-
game week coming up, host-
ing Imperial at 6 p.m. Tuesday, 
April 27, then traveling to take 
on Morse of San Diego at 4 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 28. The return 
game with Imperial takes place 
on the Tigers home field at 6 p.m. 
Friday, April 30. 

Brawley will host Central 
Union at 6 p.m. Tuesday, April 
27, then make the trek to El Cen-
tro to play the Spartans at 6 p.m. 
Friday, April 30. 

Tanner Currier led the way 
for the Brawley offense with two 
doubles, two runs scored and 
three RBI. G.G. Guerra added a 
double and RBI and scored two 
runs. 

Holtville had just two singles, 
one from sophomore Raul Sier-
ra and another from junior Rafa 
Espinoza. Senior Norbert Irun-
garay and Espinoza pitched for 
the Vikings, allowing five runs 
each.

The first game of the double-
header was in Holtville on April 
20 and had a little bit of every-
thing. Brawley looked to be 
cruising to a win by opening up 
a 6-1 lead after four innings and 
maintained that lead into the 
bottom of the seventh.

The Vikings plated five runs 
in the last half inning to tie the 
game, 6-6, and send it to extra 
innings. The Wildcats offense 
came to life again in the top of 
the eighth with four runs to take 
a 10-6 advantage. Holtville ral-
lied in the bottom of the eighth 
but only managed one run, to 

make the final 10-7.
Eli Salgado was the offensive 

star for Brawley with two hits, 
including a double and four RBI. 
Reynaldo Montiel had two hits, 
a double and scored three runs 
and Tanner Carranza had a dou-
ble, scored twice and drove in a 
run. 

For the Vikings, it was Sierra 
leading the offense with four hits 
and three RBI, followed by J.R. 
Garewal and Espinoza, who each 
had a hit and an RBI.

Sierra was the starting pitcher 
for the Vikings, giving up four 
runs in 3.2 innings, with Gare-

wal coming in relief and allow-
ing six runs and two walks while 
striking out six.

Holtville has a busy week in 
the IVL ahead, traveling to Im-
perial for a 6 p.m. start on Tues-
day, April 27, followed by a trip 
to Calipatria for a 7 p.m. start on 
Wednesday, April 28, and finally 
a home game against the Tigers 
set for 6 p.m. on Friday, April 30. 

Brawley travels to El Centro to 
take on Central at 6 p.m. Tues-
day, April 27, followed by the 
Spartans making the trek to vis-
it the Wildcats at 6 p.m. Friday, 
April 30. 
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Holtville High School freshman Brooke 
Strahm makes contact during an 
Imperial Valley League game against 
Brawley Union High in Holtville on 
Friday, April 23. | CATHI PHILLIPS 
LARIOS PHOTO
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