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MOTHER’S DAY

BY JULIO MORALES
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — Parenthood can be 
challenging enough for a young mother, 
even in the absence of a global pandemic. 
So, when COVID-19 upended the lives 
of Holtville resident Cynthia Gonzalez’s 

household, her motherly instincts kicked 
into high gear. 

For starters, Gonzalez found herself re-
questing a months-long leave from work 
to help her three young children adapt to 
distance learning after the countywide 
closure of schools in March 2020.

When the time came for her to re-

turn to work, the 37-year-old then had 
to transport her three kids to and from 
Mexicali, where her parents live and 
from where her children would attend 
school virtually and wait for their moth-
er to pick them up after her workday was 
done.

Motherly Instincts Kick into Overdrive for Holtville Woman
Pandemic brings improvisation for Cynthia Gonzalez and her family On this Mother’s Day, Sun-

day, May 9, Holtville resi-
dent Cynthia Gonzalez might 
just slow down for a bit, 
something she hasn’t done 
much during the pandemic. 
Gonzalez poses outside her 
office at Holtville’s Vessey 
& Co. Inc., where she is a 
receptionist/administrative 
assistant.See GONZALEZ, PAGE 2

REGION

BY JULIO MORALES
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — Holtville 
resident Aldo Meza said it is 
not uncommon for him to 
take frequent leisurely walks 
around his neighborhood 
in the evenings. What’s less 
common, he said, is for him 
to encounter a farmers mar-
ket in full swing during such a 
stroll, as he did on Thursday, 
April 29 at Holt Park.

“I just went for a walk and 
saw this going on,” Meza said 

as he enjoyed some shaved ice 
during what turned out to be 
a rather prolonged detour at 
the event. 

Meza said he has missed 
taking part in events such 
as the Carrot Festival and 
Veterans Day parades that 
were cancelled amid the 
COVID-19 pandemic. But 
he did provide a ringing en-
dorsement of the April 29 
city-sponsored event.

“It’s good to get out and 
have fun and eat,” he said.

Vendors Ply Wares at Holtville Farmers Market
LOCAL

See MARKET, PAGE 6

Shoppers mill about the booths set up at Holt Park offering patterned 
dresses, blouses, and kimonos, as well as other pieces of clothing during 
a Holtville farmers market on Thursday, April 29. | CATHI PHILLIPS LARIOS 
PHOTO

Ex-Calexico 
Politico, Crony 
Get 2 Years 
in Prison

MAY 9, 2021

Feds had sought 30 months 
confinement for Romero and 
Suarez, their lawyers wanted 
one year house arrest

BY RICHARD MONTENEGRO BROWN 
AND JULIO MORALES
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

SAN DIEGO — Former Calexico City 
Council member David Romero and his 
political appointee Bruno Suarez-Soto were 
each sentenced to 24 months of imprison-
ment by a federal judge on Wednesday, May 
5, for accepting a bribe in January 2020.

The sentence reflected the lower custodial 
term of a revised sentencing guideline that 
U.S. District Court Judge Cathy Ann Ben-
civengo adopted during the sentencing hear-
ing in San Diego.

Both defendants had potentially faced 
anywhere between 30 to 37 months of con-
finement based on a previous sentencing 
guideline that Bencivengo revised to reflect 
the fact that both Romero and Suarez-Soto 
admitted their guilt at an early stage of the 
criminal matter.

Both had pleaded guilty to accepting a 
$37,000 bribe from an undercover federal 
agent in January 2020 in exchange for the 
promise of fast tracking a retail cannabis dis-
pensary application. 

Bencivengo also roundly rejected both 
defendants’ attorneys’ request for probation 
in place of imprisonment, citing the serious-
ness and nature of the crime. 

“This was a plot and plan that you did to 
use your position of trust and power for your 
own benefit,” Bencivengo said.

See POLITICO, PAGE 7

ROMERO SUAREZ

Caucus  Honors Artist, 
educator and former 
farmworker Simón Silva

BY RICHARD 
MONTENEGRO BROWN 
CALEXICO CHRONICLE

A s if Simón Silva’s entire 
breadth of human experi-
ence was laid bare on the 

canvas, the pieces he painted for 
an El Centro Catholic chapel tell 
his story from the fields to famous 
artist.

First, in a 2015 commissioned 
piece titled “Cristo Rey de los 

Campos,” or “Christ King of the 
Fields,” and later, in the 14 Stations 
of the Cross in individual portraits 
around a similar theme, Silva 

shared visually his journey from 
migrant farmworker, to artisan, to 
well-regarded educator.

“His story is highly compelling 
… of someone who has benefitted 
from richness of that whole expe-
rience but also the hurt and pain 
that came with it,” explained Father 
Mark Edney of Silva’s upbringing in 
Holtville as a migrant farmworker, 
traveling the state with his parents 
and many siblings.

“Particularly with ‘Cristo Rey de 
los Campos,’ it beautifully rep-
resents the dignity of that labor,” 
said Edney, who is in his ninth 
year with El Centro Catholic and is 

ART & CULTURE

State Lauds Holtville Son’s ‘Latino Spirit’

SILVA

Father Mark Edney (center, arm raised in blessing) performs the dedication Mass for Our Lady of Guadalupe Catholic Parish’s Cap-
illa de Cristo Rey, or Chapel of Christ the King in English, in El Centro on April 11, 2016. Behind the altar is the mass reproduction 
of an original painting by Holtville native Simón Silva commissioned by the church. The painting is titled “Cristo Rey de los Campos,” 
or “Christ King of the Fields.” | COURTESY PHOTO

See SILVA, PAGE 2
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POLICE BRIEFS

Then, when Gonzalez and her 
husband noticed that a year of 
isolating at home had begun to 
take its toll on their children’s 
well-being, they improvised fam-
ily outings in place of the typical 
organized sports that had previ-
ously kept their children busy and 
content.

“As a parent you have to do 
what you have to do,” Gonzalez 
said. “I’m honestly surprised that 
I was able to pull it off.”

Today, Gonzalez said that she is 
breathing a little easier now that 
the worst of the hardships appear 
to be behind her.

She also acknowledged that a 
few of her friends equally went 
to great lengths during the pan-
demic to ensure their respective 
children and families maintained 
their health, safety, and positive 
outlooks.

“There were more than two of 
us moms who had to juggle things 
around in order to make things 

happen,” she said.
Making Things Happen
That Gonzalez was able to make 

things happen is largely owed to 
the support she had received from 
her family, friends, and employer 
during the pandemic, she said.

Gonzalez is nearing 14 years of 
working as a receptionist/admin-
istrative assistant for Vessey & Co. 
Inc. The friendly and professional 

atmosphere she and her cowork-
ers enjoy at the Holtville-based 
agricultural company made it eas-
ier for her when the time came to 
request a leave so that she could 
help her children adapt to dis-
tance learning, she said.

Gonzalez said she was aware of 
the rights afforded to employees 
that allowed them to take tem-
porary paid leave to care for their 
children during the pandemic 
and was grateful that her employ-
er was more than willing to honor 
her request for a temporary leave. 

“You need to have a good em-
ployer behind you in order to 
make it work,” Gonzalez said. “Or 
even for you to feel comfortable 
enough to just be able to talk to 
them.”

Prior to having taken the tem-
porary leave from work between 
late July to late September, Gon-
zalez said she had a friend su-
pervising her children while she 
had continued working. Once she 
returned to work after the tempo-
rary leave, Gonzalez said she re-
lied on her mother’s assistance to 
help supervise her kids, ages 11, 9, 
and 6.

And as generous and helpful as 
her mother’s offer to help was, the 
arrangement came with its chal-
lenges. 

Gonzalez had to transport her 
children to her parent’s house in 
Mexicali each weekday morning 
before work and pick them up af-
terward. Though her Sentri pass 
made the return trip from Mex-
icali relatively short, she would 
often have to wait anywhere be-
tween 45 minutes to more than an 
hour each evening to cross from 
Calexico to Mexicali, she said.

With Gonzalez’s children now 
receiving in-person instruction at 
Finley Elementary, she said she is 
now relying on the help of a close 
friend’s teenage daughter to watch 
them once they are dismissed 
from school and while she and 
her husband are at work.

“Or else I have no clue how I 

would’ve made it work,” she said. 
“You kind of depend on after-
school programs when you have 
kids in schools.”

Initially, Gonzalez said she 
wasn’t sure if she and her husband 
would register their children for 
in-person instruction. But her 
kids had expressed a preference 
to return for onsite learning. And, 
keeping them at home did not 
seem to be helping their overall 
well-being. 

“I was more worried about my 
kids’ mental health than I was 
about COVID,” Gonzalez said, 
adding that she was confident 
the Holtville Unified School Dis-
trict had adopted the appropriate 
precautions to ensure students’ 
health and safety while on cam-
pus.

Normally, her three children, 
Fernando Salas, Yvana Salas and 
Julieta Salas, would participate in 
organized sports such as baseball, 
which all three played, and cheer-
leading, for the girls. They would 
also often spend their free time 
outside playing with neighbors.

But when the pandemic put a 
stop to those activities, Gonzalez 
said she had begun noticing, after 
about a year of isolation, that her 
kids became withdrawn, choos-
ing instead to spend their time in 
their bedrooms watching televi-
sion.

“That’s not what I wanted for 
my kids,” she said.

The kids’ behavior was concern-
ing enough that Gonzalez and her 
husband began planning outings 
in the family car either around the 
Valley or to the Coachella Valley. 
Though they typically remained 
in their vehicle during the excur-
sions, it did provide some time 
together outside the home.

“It was just for them to have 
some different scenery,” Gonzalez 
said.

The family’s time isolating at 
home was also enhanced with the 
addition of a pet dog about a year 
ago. The pug, named Chiquis, 
short for “chiqueada,” or spoiled 
in English, provided the family a 
respite from the circumstances of 
the pandemic and an opportunity 
for them to bond more closely.

“That was their Día de Los 
Niños gift,” Gonzalez said.

The pandemic also has had an 
effect on the family dynamic as it 
relates to the children. 

Previously, her two oldest chil-
dren, Fernando and Yvana, were 
like polar opposites. They now 
have become closer and appear 
united in their exasperation with 
their youngest sibling, Julieta. 

“The little one is totally driving 
them crazy,” Gonzalez said jok-
ingly.

GONZALEZ
From page 1

Julieta Salas (front) poses with her older siblings, Fernando and Yvana Salas, 
during a parade in Holtville celebrating Julieta’s graduation from kindergarten 
last June. Their mother, Cynthia Gonzalez, has been quite busy, like so many 
moms during the pandemic. | COURTESY PHOTO

STAFF REPORT

HOLTVILLE — The following 
reports were collected from the 
Imperial County Sheriff ’s Office 
call logs for the Holtville substa-
tion from April 27 through May.

TUESDAY, APRIL 27
1:33 p.m.: A concerned citizen 

called the Sheriff ’s Office from 
Walnut Avenue to report hear-
ing a female voice screaming and 
saying, “leave me alone,” along 
with a male voice. 

8:22 p.m.: Deputies received 
a report of somebody setting off 
large fireworks in the area of the 
Spanish Palms trailer park. 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 28
6:17 a.m.: Five sheriff ’s dep-

uties responded to a home in 
Holtville after a resident report-
ed that a subject just stole her 
blankets that were drying on a 
clothesline. 

4:56 p.m.: A concerned citi-
zen reported that two suspicious 
males in a silver 2019/2020 Jeep 
four-door were looking around 

ANNOUNCEMENT
 

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, 
the most advanced 

debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule 

a FREE LeafFilter 
estimate today. 15% 
off Entire Purchase. 

10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-855-

424-7581 
 

Become a Published 
Author. We want 

to Read Your 
Book! Dorrance 

Publishing-Trusted by 
Authors Since 1920 

Book manuscript 
submissions currently 

being reviewed. 
Comprehensive 

Services: Consultation, 
Production, Promotion 
and Distribution. Call 
for Your Free Author`s 

Guide 1-877-538-
9554 or visit http://

dorranceinfo.com/Cali
 

INVENTORS - FREE 
INFORMATION 

PACKAGE. Have 
your product idea 

developed affordably 
by the Research & 
Development pros 
and presented to 

manufacturers.  Call 
1-844-752-8272 for a 

Free Idea Starter Guide. 
Submit your idea for a 

free consultation.
 

Water Damage to Your 
Home?  Call for a quote 
for professional cleanup 

& maintain the value 
of your home!  Set an 

appt. today! Call 1-855-
401-7069

 

AUTOS WANTED
 

DONATE YOUR 
CAR OR TRUCK 

TO HERITAGE FOR 
THE BLIND. Free 3 
Day Vacation, Tax 
Deductible, Free 

Towing, All Paperwork 
Taken Care Of. CALL 

1-877-573-9104. 
 

WANTED! Old Porsche 
356/911/912 for 

restoration by hobbyist 
1948-1973 Only. Any 
condition, top $ paid! 

PLEASE LEAVE 
MESSAGE  

1-707-339-5994. Email: 
porscherestoration@

yahoo.com 
 

DONATE YOUR CAR, 
BOAT OR RV to receive 
a major tax deduction. 
Help homeless pets. 

Local, IRS Recognized. 
Top Value Guaranteed. 

Free Estimate and 
Pickup.   

LAPETSALIVE.ORG 
1-833-772-2632 

 
DONATE YOUR CAR 
TO KIDS  Fast Free 

Pickup – Running or Not 
- 24 Hour Response - 

Maximum Tax Donation 
– Help Find Missing 

Kids! Call 1-888-491-
1453.

 
CABLE/SATELLITE TV

 
DIRECTV - Watch your 

favorite live sports, 
news and entertainment 

anywhere. More top 
premium channels 

than DISH. Restrictions 
apply. Call IVS - 1-888-

641-5762.
 

INSURANCE
 

SAVE BIG on HOME 
INSURANCE! Compare 
20 A-rated insurances 

companies. Get a quote 
within minutes. Average 
savings of $444/year! 
Call 1-844-410-9609! 

(M-F 8am-8pm Central) 
 

MEDICAL/HEALTH
 

HERNIA REPAIR? 
DID YOU RECEIVE 
A HERNIA MESH 

PATCH between 2009- 
present? Did you suffer 

complications from 
removal surgery, bowel 
perforation, infection, 
abdominal wall tears, 
puncture of abdominal 

organs or intestinal 
fistulae after placement 

of this device? You 
may be entitled to 

compensation. Attorney 
Charles Johnson 1-800-

535-5727 
 

ATTENTION 
DIABETICS! Save 

money on your diabetic 
supplies! Convenient 

home shipping for 
monitors, test strips, 

insulin pumps, catheters 
and more! To learn 

more, call now!  
1-855-702-3408

 
Attention: Oxygen 

Users!  Gain freedom 
with a Portable Oxygen 
Concentrator!  No more 
heavy tanks and refills! 

Guaranteed Lowest 
Prices!  Call the Oxygen 

Concentrator Store:  
1-844-653-7402

 
Portable Oxygen 

Concentrator May Be 
Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence 

and mobility with the 

compact design and 
long-lasting battery 
of Inogen One. Free 

information kit! Call 844-
327-2824. 

 
Lowest Prices on Health 

Insurance. We have 
the best rates from top 
companies! Call Now! 

1-888-989-4807
 

Life Alert. One press 
of a button sends help 
FAST, 24/7! At home 
and on the go. Mobile 

Pendant with GPS. 
FREE First Aid Kit (with 

subscription.) CALL 
833-518-1049 FREE 

Brochure. 
 

Premium Generic 
Viagra (100mg) or Cialis 
(20mg) 80 Tablets $99 
or 100 Tablets $119. 
Other Meds Available 

FREE SHIPPING 
Satisfaction Guaranteed 
(888) 424-4908 or Visit: 

USAServicesOnline.com. 
 

REAL ESTATE/LOANS
 

RETIRED COUPLE  
$1 MIL for business 

purpose Real 
Estate loans. Credit 
unimportant. V.I.P. 

Trust Deed Company 
www.viploan.com 

Call 1-818-248-0000 
Broker-principal 

DRE 01041073. No 
Consumer Loans. 

 
TAX SERVICES

 
ARE YOU BEHIND 
$10k OR MORE ON 
YOUR TAXES? Stop 
wage & bank levies, 
liens & audits, unfiled 

tax returns, payroll 
issues, & resolve tax 

debt FAST. Call 1-855-
970-2032.

CLASSIFIED ADS

dean of the Imperial Valley Cath-
olic Diocese, which ministers to 
a combined 4,000 parishioners 
between Our Lady of Guadalupe 
parish on the East Side and St. 
Mary’s Catholic on the west.

Edney reflected on Silva’s 
contributions to the spiritual life 
of his parishioners on Tuesday, 
May 4 in the afterglow of the 
news that Silva, who now lives 
in Los Angeles but has family 
still in Holtville, was honored 
with a 2021 Latino Spirit Award 
for “Achievement in the Arts” by 
the California Latino Legislative 
Caucus on Monday, May 3.

Silva could not be reached for 
comment by publication.

In announcing the designation, 
Assembly member Eduardo Gar-
cia, D-Coachella, stated he was 
proud to congratulate Imperial 
Valley’s native son for receiving 
the award.

“I am incredibly proud to 
recognize the achievements of 
Simón Silva, whose artwork is 
deeply rooted by his experience 
growing up in Imperial Valley. 
Simón Silva has used his mastery 
of visual arts to celebrate our 
vibrant immigrant culture and 
educate others with vivid stories 
of farmworker families,” Garcia 

said.
Born in Mexicali in 1961, Silva 

emigrated to the Imperial Valley 
with his parents and siblings, 
settling outside Holtville. He 
rose to prominence as one of the 
foremost Latino artists with his 
vivid depictions of Mexican and 
Mexican-American life, partic-
ularly that of farmworkers, their 
families, and their champions.

Silva’s iconic works, many 
reminiscent of the bold strokes 
and use of color of famed Mex-
ican painter Diego Rivera, have 
served as the focal point to many 
public spaces dear to Imperial 
Valley residents’ hearts, especial-
ly as the key image of Our Lady 

of Guadalupe parish’s Capilla de 
Cristo Rey, or Christ King Chap-
el in English, which has become 
the center of religious life for 
the 2,200-strong parish, Father 
Edney said.

With a main sanctuary that 
only holds 300 people, Our Lady 
was accustomed to holding Mass 
and other services in the parish 
hall in the parking lot of the East 
Orange Avenue campus. Yet in 
2014, ground was broken on con-
verting the hall into a full chapel 
that is rated for a capacity of 750, 
although Edney said it is capable 
of holding more.

As part of that conversion and 
to honor the mostly Latino and 
largely Spanish-speaking flock, a 
painting was commissioned that 
would ultimately be used as the 
backdrop to the altar on which 
Mass is said.

Edney said the painting was 
delivered by Silva first, then 
Edney had a company in San 
Diego professionally reproduce it 
to fit onto the wall of the chapel, 
which he said is around 18 feet 
high.

About a year later, Edney 
explained, Silva again used his 
copious talents to produce a 
farmworker-themed Stations of 
the Cross, the 14-paneled series 
of pictures or carvings repre-
senting the successive incidents 

during Jesus Christ’s progress 
from his condemnation by Pilate 
to his crucifixion and burial.

The 14 canvasses took Silva 
between 2016 and 2019, Edney 
said.

The images have proven popu-
lar as they continue to be a fund-
raising tool for the church, where 
people can purchase high-quality 
prints or framed prints of each 
or all of the Stations plus “Cristo 
Rey de los Campos.”

Edney called Silva’s art an 
outcropping of an “authentic hu-
man experience,” referring to the 
hard labor of toiling in the fields 
beside his family.

The priest said he shared 
photos of “Cristo Rey de los 
Campos” with a friend from San 
Diego, who began to cry, telling 
him, “that’s my mama,” inform-
ing Edney that her mother was 
also a migrant farmworker.

Artistically, Edney said he 
shares in Silva’s aesthetic, having 
a fondness for the warm hues 
the painter frequently revisits: 
oranges, yellows, and reds.

Although it’s debatable wheth-
er Silva paints with the frequency 
he once did at his prime, art is 
still his central focus as he has 
dabbled in writing, teaching and 
now travels the country lecturing 
on how to “Cultivate a Creative 

SILVA
From page 1

See SILVA, PAGE 6

Station XII of the 14 Stations of the 
Cross painted by Holtville native Simón 
Silva in a style incorporating images of 
migrant farmworkers adorns the walls 
of Our Lady of Guadalupe Catholic Par-
ish’s Capilla de Cristo Rey in El Centro. 
| COURTESY PHOTO
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LOCAL NEWS

Semana del 10 de mayo
Apoyando las Necesidades de Salud Mental de 

la Comunidad LGBTQ
Isaias Guzman, Organizador LGBTQ, Red de Servicios 

Humanos y de Salud LGBTQ de California
Las investigaciones sugieren que los individuos LGBTQ enfrentan 

disparidades en la salud que están asociados con el estigma social, la 
discriminación, y el rechazo de sus derechos civiles y humanos. La dis-
criminación contra las personas LGBTQ han sido asociados con altas 
tasas de trastornos psiquiátricos, abuso de sustancias y suicidios. La 
Red de Servicios Humanos y de Salud LGBTQ es una organización que 
lucha por los derechos y una mejor atención medica para la comuni-

dad LGBTQ. Únase a nosotros mientras Isaias Guzman, analiza más a 
fondo sobre las necesidades mentales de la comunidad LGBTQ y los 

recursos que están disponibles.

Check out the latest musings from 
editorial cartoonist Dave Garcia/Gilgar.

Con Dalia Pesqueira 

Vaccine Hesitancy Slows Effort Nationwide

GILGAR

(422) 265-1525

POLICE BRIEFS

Week of May 10
Supporting the Mental Health Needs of the LGBTQ 

Community
Poshi Walker, LGBTQ Program Director, Cal Voices Cultural Broker Research

suggest that LGBTQ individuals face health disparities linked 
to societal stigma, discrimination, and denial of their civil 
and human rights. Discrimination against LGBTQ persons 

has been associated with high rates of psychiatric disorders, 
substance abuse, and suicide. Cal Voices is an organization 

fighting for rights and better health care for the LGBTQ
community. Join us as Poshi Walker, further discusses the 
mental needs of the LGBTQ community and the resources 

that are available.

STAFF REPORT

HOLTVILLE — The following 
reports were collected from the 
Imperial County Sheriff ’s Office 
call logs for the Holtville substa-
tion from April 27 through May.

TUESDAY, APRIL 27
1:33 p.m.: A concerned citizen 

called the Sheriff ’s Office from 
Walnut Avenue to report hear-
ing a female voice screaming and 
saying, “leave me alone,” along 
with a male voice. 

8:22 p.m.: Deputies received 
a report of somebody setting off 
large fireworks in the area of the 
Spanish Palms trailer park. 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 28
6:17 a.m.: Five sheriff ’s dep-

uties responded to a home in 
Holtville after a resident report-
ed that a subject just stole her 
blankets that were drying on a 
clothesline. 

4:56 p.m.: A concerned citi-
zen reported that two suspicious 
males in a silver 2019/2020 Jeep 
four-door were looking around 

like they were searching for 
somebody or waiting nervously 
in the area of Holt Avenue and 
Ninth Street. 

THURSDAY, APRIL 29
9:53 p.m.: A resident flagged 

down a deputy near the intersec-
tion of Palm Avenue and Main 
Street in reference to a subject 
in a white Ford F150 speeding in 
the area. The deputy was unable 
to locate a vehicle matching the 
description. 

SATURDAY, MAY 1
8:38 a.m.: A Holtville resident 

reported that his ex-girlfriend 
had slapped and stepped on his 
foot which was bleeding. The 
caller refused medical attention. 

SUNDAY, MAY 2
3:57 p.m.: A subject in a white 

Toyota Echo requested to speak 
to a deputy outside the Holtville 
substation to advise that un-
known subjects were spying on 
him. The man was advised to re-
quest help from Imperial County 
Behavioral Health Services.

BY ELIZABETH VARIN
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

More than three quarters of a 
million dollars is set to go to a lo-
cal nonprofit assisting local farm-
workers through the state’s Hous-
ing for the Harvest program.

Imperial County Board of Su-
pervisors approved an agreement 
with Dr. Tien Vo’s nonprofit arm, 
Vo Neighborhood Health Clin-
ic, in an amount not to exceed 
$788,375.

But the board had questions 
about the program, which picked 
up in March and runs through 
June 30, the end of the fiscal year. 

“Basically, we’re in the third 
quarter, and we have very limited 
information,” county board Vice 
Chairperson Jesus Escobar said. 
Escobar represents District 1, 
which includes Calexico, where 
Vo has done much of his outreach 
to farmworkers through the pro-
gram. 

Board members asked about 
where the funding goes if not 
used by June 30 and how many 
people were being served by Vo 
Neighborhood Health Clinic 
through the program.

The Imperial County Social 
Services Department isn’t keep-
ing records from before March, 
but since then Vo Neighborhood 
Medical Clinic has been serving 
between 12 and 15 participants at 
a time through this program, said 
Veronica Rodriguez, social ser-
vices director. And the numbers 
are growing since there is now an 
incentive stipend for those par-
ticipating in the program.

The target population for this 
program is between 550 and 650 
individuals, she said. 

Since the start of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, agricul-
tural workers have played an es-
sential role in ensuring the conti-
nuity of the food supply. As cases 
of community-wide transmission 
of COVID-19 increased, some 
farmworkers and food process-
ing employees who are either 
COVID-19 positive or exposed 
have found it difficult to self-iso-
late due to their housing situation 
or because they cannot afford the 
wage loss and additional expense 
of staying at home, according to 
Rodriguez. 

On Feb. 22, the Legislature 
passed Assembly Bill 85, which 
provided immediate money to 
expand the Housing for the Har-
vest support service program. 
The amount allocated to Imperial 
County is $957,500, which covers 
the amount of the contract and 
administrative costs for the Social 
Services Department, she said. 

Through this allocation, Vo 
Neighborhood Health Clinic has 
provided outreach, wellness vis-
its, transportation, meal or gro-
cery service, toiletries, laundry 
service, family support and other 
resources to food and agricultural 
workers. 

There is no fiscal impact for 
the county as the program is fully 
funded with the Housing for the 
Harvest state funds.

Vo was contracted by the coun-
ty back in March, but Tuesday’s 
action was the ratification of the 
contract itself. 

COUNTY

Vo Clinic Gets 
$750K for Housing 

for Harvest Help

For more local news and views, visit us online at:

HoltvilleTribune.com



PAGE 4 — Thursday, May 6, 2021 

Visit www.iid.com to learn how you can  
RECEIVE A $50 REBATE.

Don’t waste your 
watts. Make every

kilowatt count.

Stay in your comfort zone with a next-generation thermostat that allows you to 
control your air conditioner settings remotely from anywhere at anytime.

Designed to save energy, next-generation thermostats will also learn your setting 
preferences and household schedule to help you reduce energy costs.

Visit www.iid.com/rebates for a list energy efficient appliances, equipment and 
measures that qualify for IID’s Energy Rewards rebate program.

STAY IN YOUR  
COMFORT ZONE.

Holtville Tribune
Your No. 1 Local News Source in Print and Online!

holtvilletribune.com

• Breaking News
• Local Viewpoints
• Local Sports Coverage

• Obituaries
• Photos of Local  Events
• Plus much more!

DERMA’S FLOOR COVERINGS
IN BUSINESS SINCE 1978

Free Estimates!Free Estimates!
Open Monday-Friday, 

8 a.m. to 6 p.m.
760-355-2483 or 760-355-2484

220 No. J Street, Imperial, CA 92251 Spring into a 
New Driver’s Seat

DocuSign funding available

Ask about GAP | MRC

Promotional rates valid through end
of May 

with First Imperial Credit Union

3.49%
APR*

Terms Up  to 84 Months
Terms Up  to 84 Months
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Apply Online at ficu.com
*Annual Percentage Rate. Loan application subject to credit approval. 3.49% APR applies to new vehicles up to 84 months based on creditworthiness.  Current FICU loans not eligible for promotion. Other restrictions may 
apply. All vehicles �nanced are subject to inspection. Minimum loan amount of $5,000.  Payment per $1,000 �nanced with an 84 month term at 3.49% APR is $13.37. Rates and terms subject to change without notice. For 
additional details visit �cu.com or the Loan Liner agreement. FICU reserves the right to modify or end this promotion at any time without notice. Promotional rate valid 4/1/21 through 5/31/21. 
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SPORTS

HOLTVILLE SPORTS PAGE BROUGHT TO YOU BY:

(760) 356-1192 (760) 356-4381 (760) 337-3883 (760) 356-5800

Barbara Worth 
Country Club

(877) 482-5656

433 W. 5th Street,  
Holtville

(760) 356-4103

SOFTBALL

BY MURRAY ANDERSON
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — The Holtville High School baseball team 
scored nine runs in the final two innings and rallied to beat 
Imperial High, 10-7, in an Imperial Valley League contest 
here on Friday, April 30.

Trailing 7-1 after four innings, the Vikings (6-6 overall, 2-3 
in IVL play) scored twice in the bottom half of the fifth and 
exploded for seven runs in the sixth to pull ahead 10-7. 

A listless Holtville offense that had managed just one hit 
through the first four innings against Imperial (6-7 overall, 
4-2 in IVL) banged out eight hits in the final two innings. 

In the fifth, the Vikings got an RBI single from junior Don-
ovan Johnston and an RBI double from Norbert Irungaray to 
narrow the margin to 7-3.

The sixth inning saw Holtville send 11 batters to the plate 
with the key hits being a bases-loaded single from junior J.R. 
Garewal and an RBI single from Irungaray. Holtville had five 
hits in the inning, a walk and took advantage of three Impe-
rial errors to plate seven runs and take the 10-7 lead.

The Tigers’ final at-bat in the seventh inning saw a spectac-
ular play by Holtville’s senior shortstop Erik Garcia to get the 
first out, followed by a strikeout and a lineout to third base 
to end the game.

Vikings’ senior Arturo Lazos pitched the final three in-
nings in relief and didn’t give up a run, allowing just two hits 
and a walk. This after the Tigers banged out seven runs on 
six hits in the first four innings against the Holtville starter 
Garewal.

“I was going out there to pitch and do whatever I can to 
help the team,” said the 18-year-old Lazos about coming in 
to pitch trailing 7-1. “It’s baseball and anything can happen.”

Lazos’ off-speed pitches seemed to keep the Tigers off bal-
ance and out of sync after they teed off on Garewal early in 
the game. 

“He came in with that split-finger pitch, his changeup and 
his curveball,” said Benny Carter, Holtville’s head coach. “J.R. 
(Garewal) didn’t have his best game but now you bring in 
Arturo and you are changing speeds and deliveries and it 
worked well tonight.”

Imperial jumped out to a 2-0 lead in the first inning, thanks 

to three hits, a walk, a hit batter and a wild pitch. The Tigers 
Aaron Barron started and kept the Vikings in check through 
four innings, allowing just one run on one hit and striking 
out eight.

Earlier in the week, Imperial defeated Holtville, 12-5, on 
Tuesday, April 27, in Imperial. The Tigers built an 8-1 lead 
after three innings and got a big game from Joaquin Alvarado 
who had three hits and an RBI and from Garett Brown who 
had two hits, two RBI and scored twice. 

On Wednesday, April 28, the Vikings traveled to Calipatria 
and routed the Hornets, 20-1. A seven-run second inning put 
Holtville up 9-1 en route to the easy victory. Raul Sierra had 
four hits to lead the offense, scoring three times and driving 
in two runs.

Irungaray started and got the win for Holtville in Calipa-
tria, going five innings, allowing one run on three hits with 
11 strikeouts and six walks.

Next up for the Vikings is a doubleheader against Calexico 
as they will travel to the border city on Monday, May 3, for 
a 6 p.m. start and then return to Holtville for a 7 p.m. start 
Wednesday, May 5, against the Bulldogs.

Late Rally Helps Vikings Tame Tigers

HOME SAFE!
BASEBALL

Holtville High School senior Arturo Lazos slides safely into third base during an Imperial Valley League game against Imperial High School in 
Holtville on Friday, April 30. | CATHI PHILLIPS LARIOS PHOTOS

The Holtville High School baseball team waves to the Imperial High team 
in lieu of the postgame handshake after the Vikings beat Imperial 10-7 
in an Imperial Valley League game in Holtville on Friday, April 30.

BY MURRAY ANDERSON
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

IMPERIAL — It was a bittersweet week 
for the Holtville High School softball team as 
the Vikings lost their undefeated season in a 
nonleague game in San Diego, but also swept 
a doubleheader against rival Imperial High in 
Imperial Valley League action.

Holtville (11-1 overall, 6-0 in IVL action) 
finished the sweep of the Tigers with a 5-2 
victory in Imperial on Friday, April 30. The 
Vikings opened a 4-0 lead after three innings 
and got a complete-game victory from senior 
hurler Zamara Gutierrez for the victory.

The Tigers narrowed the gap to 4-2 in the 
bottom of the fourth inning, but the Vikings 
were able to tack on an insurance run in the 
top of the seventh inning for the final margin, 
5-2.

Gutierrez finished the game allowing two 
runs on six hits with four strikeouts and no 
walks. 

Offensively, Holtville was led by sophomore 
Kamryn Walker with three hits and two runs 
scored. Sophomore Demi Johnston added a 
hit, two runs and an RBI and freshman Kaitlyn 
Havens had two hits and a run scored. 

On April 28, the Vikings traveled to San Di-
ego to take on Morse High and led 5-3 after 
the top of the fifth inning but couldn’t hold on, 
giving up five runs in the final two innings and 
falling, 8-5. 

Sophomore Kalli Strahm pitched and al-
lowed the eight runs on nine hits with five 
strikeouts and four walks. Holtville was led of-
fensively by Sofie Irungaray who had a grand 
slam homer. Johnston finished the game with 
two hits and a run scored.

Vikings 
Sweep Two 
from Tigers
Holtvillle Loses Perfect 
Record in San Diego

Holtville High School sophomore third baseman 
Demi Johnston waits for the ball as an Imperial High 
base runner slides into the base during an Imperial 
Valley League game in Holtville on Tuesday, April 27.  
| CATHI PHILLIPS LARIOS PHOTO

See SOFTBALL, PAGE 8

STAFF REPORT

BLYTHE — After slightly more 
than a week of practice, the Holt-
ville High School boys’ and girls’ 
basketball teams headed to Blythe 
to face Palo Verde Valley High on 
Thursday, April 29 in an Imperial 
Valley League doubleheader.

Indoor sports were thought to 
be a no-go in this COVID-be-
leaguered school year, but a late 
reprieve had schools scrambling 
last week to get boys’ and girls’ 
basketball and wrestling started 
for a quick six-week season that 
could include CIF-San Diego Sec-
tion playoffs in June.

On April 29, the Holtville boys’ 
team scored a 40-30 victory over 
the Yellowjackets, while the Vi-
kings’ girls’ team came away with 
a 66-17 win.

The Holtville boys had a nar-
row 21-17 halftime lead but used 
some stout defense to hold off 
Palo Verde in the second half 
and get the 10-point victory.

Senior Abraham Ramos led 
the Vikings with 10 points, fol-
lowed by junior Dorian Maize 
with nine and senior Ryder Mer-
ten with eight points. 

In the nightcap of the double-
header, the Holtville girls came 
out ready to play, jumping up 
27-4 after the first quarter and 
43-5 at halftime. The Vikings got 
12 points from sophomore Kam-
ryn Walker in the opening peri-
od while junior Orian Anderson 
had six points in the first eight 
minutes.

Walker finished the game with 
a game-high 20 points and also 

BY MURRAY ANDERSON
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

CALEXICO — Thanks to 
four first-half goals, the Holt-
ville High School girls’ soccer 
team defeated Calexico High 
4-2 in a key Desert League 
matchup at Ward Field here on 
Tuesday, April 27. 

The Vikings (6-6 overall, 5-0 
in DL action) have a two-game 
lead over the Bulldogs (5-8 
overall, 3-2 in DL) with four 
league matches remaining on 
the schedule for both teams. 

Holtville got two goals from 
senior Amanda Strahm, a goal 
and two assists from junior 
Giselle Gasca, a goal from 

Ana Gastelum, and two assists 
from Jasmine Castro in the Vi-
kings’ dominating first half. 

Isabelle Carrillo scored for 
the Bulldogs to make it a 4-1 
deficit at halftime and team-
mate Maribell Maldonado got 
the second goal for Calexico.

The two teams will meet for 
the third and final time on 
Wednesday, May 5, in Holt-
ville.

In other Desert League ac-
tion over the last week:

Bulldogs Topple Palo Verde
BLYTHE — Calexico got 

back in the win column with a 
4-1 victory against Palo Verde 
Valley High of Blythe here on 

GIRLS SOCCER

Vikings Edge Bulldogs, 
Sit Atop DL Standings

BASKETBALL

Vikings Take Sting out of ’Jackets

Holtville High School junior Dorian 
Maize skies for a layup during 
an Imperial Valley League game 
against Palo Verde Valley High 
in Blythe on Thursday, April 29.  
| VALERIE MENDOZA PHOTO See BASKETBALL, PAGE 8See SOCCER, PAGE 8
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Imperial County 
Planning & Development Services Department 

NOTICE OF PREPARATION OF DRAFT EIR FOR THE 
VIKINGS SOLAR ENERGY GENERATION & STORAGE PROJECT

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING 

The Imperial County Planning & Development Services Department intends to prepare an Environmental Impact
Report (EIR) for the proposed Vikings Solar Energy Generation & Storage(Project), as described below. A public
scoping meeting for the proposed EIR will be held by the Imperial County Planning & Development Services
Department at 6:00PM on May 12th, 2021. The scoping meeting will be held at the Board of Supervisors Chambers,
2nd Floor, County Administration Center located at 940 Main Street, El Centro, CA 92243. Comments regarding the
scope of the EIR will be accepted at this meeting. Additionally, comments may be sent to the Planning &
Development Services Department, 801 Main Street, El Centro, California 92243, attention Jim Minnick, Director.

SUBJECT: Vikings Solar Energy Generation & Storage Project

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS CONSIDERATION: Spring 2022.

PROJECT LOCATION: The proposed project would be located on approximately 604 acres of private and Imperial
County-owned land located at the intersection of Nelson Pit Road and Graeser Road in the western part of unincor-
porated Imperial County. It is approximately 5.5 miles east of the City of Holtville in Section 36 within Township 15
S, and Range 16 Et of the San Bernardino Base and Meridian (SBB&M) of the "Holtville East" topographic quad-
rangles 7.5-minute (Assessor's Parcel Numbers [APNs]) 050-070- 018-000, 050-070-019 and 050-070- 021.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: The Project proposes to develop a 150-megawatt (MW) solar photovoltaic (PV) ener-
gy generation project with an integrated 225-MW battery storage component. The electrical energy produced would
be conducted through the proposed 230 kilovolt (kV) switching station and delivered to the Imperial Irrigation
District's (IID) 230 kV KN/KS transmission line via a gen-tie line. The solar energy generation facility, battery stor-
age system, switching station and gen-tie are collectively referred to as the "Proposed Project" or "Project."

The Project proposes to utilize either thin film or crystalline PV technology modules mounted either on fixed frames
or horizontal single-axis tracker (HSAT) systems. The Project also includes a battery storage system that would con-
sist of either lithium ion (Li-ion) or flow batteries. Depending on the selection of the battery technology, the batter-
ies would either be housed in storage containers or storage buildings.The electrical energy produced by the project
would be conducted through a new project substation which would take the delivery of the 34.5 kV power and
increase the voltage to 230 kV, where it would feed into the interconnection switching station for metering and deliv-
ery to the IID.

DESIGNATED AREA PLAN: Two of the Project parcels are designated as "Agriculture" in the Imperial County
General Plan and are zoned A-2-RE (General Agriculture with a Renewable Energy Overlay). The third Project area
parcel is designated as "Recreation/Open Space " and is zoned GS-RE (Government/Special Public Zone).

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS DISTRICT: District 5, Supervisor, Raymond Castillo.

ANTICIPATED SIGNIFICANT EFFECTS: The EIR will analyze potential impacts associated with the following:
Aesthetics, Agriculture, Air Quality, Biological Resources, Cultural / Tribal Resources, Energy, Geology/Soils,
Greenhouse Gas Emissions, Hazards/Hazardous Materials, Hydrology/Water Quality, Public Services,
Transportation/Traffic,and Utilities and Service Systems. 

COMMENTS REQUESTED: The Imperial County Planning & Development Services Department would like to
know your ideas about the effects this project might have on the environment and your suggestions as to alternatives,
mitigation or ways the project may be revised to reduce or avoid any significant environmental impacts. Your com-
ments will guide the scope and content of environmental issues to be examined in the EIR. Your comments may be
submitted in writing to: Jim Minnick, Director, Imperial County Planning & Development Services Department, 801
Main Street, El Centro, CA 92243. Available project information may be reviewed at ICPDS.com. Due to the limits
mandated by State law, your response must be sent at the earliest possible date but no later than 35 days after receipt
of this notice. 

NOTICE OF PREPARATION REVIEW PERIOD: May 4, 2021 through June 7, 2021.

Legal 9030 Publish: May 6, 2021

Imperial County 
Planning & Development Services Department 

NOTICE OF PREPARATION OF DRAFT EIR FOR THE 
VIKINGS SOLAR ENERGY GENERATION & STORAGE PROJECT

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING 

The Imperial County Planning & Development Services Department intends to prepare an Environmental Impact
Report (EIR) for the proposed Vikings Solar Energy Generation & Storage(Project), as described below. A public
scoping meeting for the proposed EIR will be held by the Imperial County Planning & Development Services
Department at 6:00PM on May 12th, 2021. The scoping meeting will be held at the Board of Supervisors Chambers,
2nd Floor, County Administration Center located at 940 Main Street, El Centro, CA 92243. Comments regarding the
scope of the EIR will be accepted at this meeting. Additionally, comments may be sent to the Planning &
Development Services Department, 801 Main Street, El Centro, California 92243, attention Jim Minnick, Director.

SUBJECT: Vikings Solar Energy Generation & Storage Project

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS CONSIDERATION: Spring 2022.

PROJECT LOCATION: The proposed project would be located on approximately 604 acres of private and Imperial
County-owned land located at the intersection of Nelson Pit Road and Graeser Road in the western part of unincor-
porated Imperial County. It is approximately 5.5 miles east of the City of Holtville in Section 36 within Township 15
S, and Range 16 E of the San Bernardino Base and Meridian (SBB&M) of the "Holtville East" topographic quad-
rangles 7.5-minute (Assessor's Parcel Numbers [APNs]) 050-070-018, 050-070-019 and 050-070-021.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: The Project proposes to develop a 150-megawatt (MW) solar photovoltaic (PV) ener-
gy generation project with an integrated, not to exceed 300MW battery storage component. The electrical energy pro-
duced would be conducted through the proposed 230 kilovolt (kV) switching station and delivered to the Imperial
Irrigation District's (IID) 230 kV KN/KS transmission line via a gen-tie line. The solar energy generation facility, bat-
tery storage system, substation switching station and gen-tie are collectively referred to as the "Proposed Project" or
"Project."

The Project proposes to utilize either thin film or crystalline PV technology modules mounted either on fixed frames
or horizontal single-axis tracker (HSAT) systems. The Project also includes a battery storage system that would con-
sist of either lithium ion (Li-ion) or flow batteries. Depending on the selection of the battery technology, the batter-
ies would either be housed in storage containers or storage buildings.The electrical energy produced by the project
would be conducted through a new project substation which would take the delivery of the 34.5 kV power and
increase the voltage to 230 kV, where it would feed into the interconnection switching station for metering and deliv-
ery to the IID.

DESIGNATED AREA PLAN: Two of the Project parcels are designated as "Agriculture" in the Imperial County
General Plan and are zoned A-2-RE (General Agriculture with a Renewable Energy Overlay). The third Project area
parcel is designated as "Recreation/Open Space " and is zoned GS-RE (Government/Special Public Zone).
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS DISTRICT: District 5, Supervisor, Raymond Castillo.

ANTICIPATED SIGNIFICANT EFFECTS: The EIR will analyze potential impacts associated with the following:
Aesthetics, Agriculture, Air Quality, Biological Resources, Cultural / Tribal Resources, Energy, Geology/Soils,
Greenhouse Gas Emissions, Hazards/Hazardous Materials, Hydrology/Water Quality, Public Services,
Transportation/Traffic,and Utilities and Service Systems. 

COMMENTS REQUESTED: The Imperial County Planning & Development Services Department would like to
know your ideas about the effects this project might have on the environment and your suggestions as to alternatives,
mitigation or ways the project may be revised to reduce or avoid any significant environmental impacts. Your com-
ments will guide the scope and content of environmental issues to be examined in the EIR. Your comments may be
submitted in writing to: Jim Minnick, Director, Imperial County Planning & Development Services Department, 801
Main Street, El Centro, CA 92243. Available project information may be reviewed at ICPDS.com. Due to the limits
mandated by State law, your response must be sent at the earliest possible date but no later than 35 days after receipt
of this notice. 

NOTICE OF PREPARATION REVIEW PERIOD: May 6, 2021 through June 9, 2021. 

Legal 9030 Publish: May 6, 2021

Although the city was forced 
to cancel or scale down its annual 
large-scale community events, it 
has been able to host a series of 
farmers markets over the last sev-
eral months. 

And as COVID-related restric-
tions have eased, the market’s lat-
est iteration included for the first 
time a food court complete with 
tables and chairs as well as live en-
tertainment, provided by the Val-
ley-based harmonica-driven elec-
tric blues band Misery Whistle. 

Though his delicacies were 
not part of the farmers market’s 
designated food court, Yuma 
resident Jonathan Fell was mak-
ing brisk sales of Medjool dates 
at the vendor stall occupied by 
the company he and his El Cen-
tro and Brawley-based partners 
co-founded about two years ago, 
Cousins Farms LLC.

The company grows dates in 
the Imperial Valley and Yuma 
and has been a regular presence 
at previous Holtville farmers 
markets and its Carrot Festival, as 
well as farmers markets and the 
annual Medjool Date Festival in 
Yuma. 

The pandemic has cut into the 
company’s overall sales, especially 
those generated by the significant 
number of snowbirds who typi-
cally spend their winter months 
in the Valley and Yuma, Fell said. 

“None of them came down 
this year,” Fell said. “It’s a little 
bit harder to sell without the de-
mand, but we’re making by.”

Nonetheless, a few hours after 
the start of the April 29 event the 
company’s one- and five-pound 
boxes of dates were already sold 
out. 

Patrons also appeared to have 
gravitated toward Cousin Farms’ 
specialty dates, which included 
a pitted date covered in Mexican 
chile powder, and a s’mores-in-
spired date, rolled in a graham 
cracker crumb mixture and filled 
with marshmallow and chocolate 
chips.

“No one else has anything like 
this in the country,” Fell said. 

The company also offers home 
delivery of online purchases for 
residents of the Valley.

Over at the vendor stall occu-
pied by Holtville native and re-
tired educator Bruce DeLoach, 
his Holtville-inspired T-shirts 

and clothing were also something 
of a crowd favorite.

DeLoach said his Holtville 
Threads clothing and screenprint-
ing company has been around for 
about 10 years and highlights past 
and present people and places 
that longtime Holtville residents 
should easily recognize, such as 
the former Top Hat Saloon, and 
the gathering spots informally 
known as the Mossy Slide and 
Weenie Bank.

The idea for his clothing com-
pany dates back to his days of 
teaching United States and world 
history to high schoolers in the 
San Diego County community of 
Vista. There, some of his students 
would often tease him about be-
ing from a small town like Holt-
ville.

“I told them that I was going to 
put that small town of Holtville 
on the map,” DeLoach said.

Nowadays, it’s not uncommon 
for some of his former students to 
contact him to let him know that 
they had seen somebody wearing 
one of his T-shirts in the San Di-
ego region.

DeLoach said he returned to 
Holtville more than 10 years ago 
to help care for his elderly mother 
and was able to continue teaching 
at Holtville High School, before 
eventually retiring. 

“It’s not until you move away 
that you realize what the small-
town community is all about,” 
DeLoach said, referring to Holt-
ville. “It was a great community 
to grow up in.”

The city of Holtville’s farmers 
markets have also proven to be a 
good place for Calexico resident 
Annette Zuniga to help her moth-
er sell handmade jewelry. Since 
the city started hosting its farmers 
markets amid the pandemic, Zu-
niga said she and her mother have 
not missed one.

Her mother started creating 
handmade jewelry more than 
seven years ago, after her retire-
ment, Zuniga said. The pair have 
enjoyed attending Holtville’s 
farmers markets, which Zuniga 
described as well-organized and 
fun.  

“It’s a great idea to start getting 
people out of their homes more,” 
she said.

The city is scheduled to host 
another farmers market on 
Thursday, May 27 at Holt Park, 
the Holtville Chamber of Com-
merce reported.

MARKET
From page 1

Members of the Holtville Firefighters Association serve pico de gallo cups during 
the Holtville farmers market in Holt Park on Thursday, April 29. | CATHI PHILLIPS 
LARIOS PHOTO

POLITICO
From page 1

Mind,” his series of workshops 
and keynotes that inspire others 
to “overcome their obstacles, 
embrace their individuality, 
which (Silva discovered first-
hand) is their greatest asset, and 
regain their creative confidence,” 
according to Assembly member 
Garcia’s announcement of Silva’s 
award.

His selection for a Latino Spir-
it Award is very much rooted in 
that multi-media approach to 
art. Edney calls Silva a “Renais-
sance man,” who “comes from a 
very humble background; he’s a 
huge success as a human person 
and also as an artist.”

Graduating from Imperial 
Valley College with an associate’s 
degree in art, he went on to earn 
a Bachelor in Fine Arts in illus-
tration from ArtCenter College 
of Design in Pasadena.

In 1992, Silva’s work was 
chosen to represent the United 
States in the Latino/Hispanic 
Heritage Month Art Exhibit at 
Los Angeles City Hall. In 1993, 

he had a one-man exhibit at 
University of California, Los 
Angeles, as part of the “Raza Art 
Series” and that same year was 
commissioned to do a portrait 
for the cover of Time magazine.

The Latino Spirit Awards were 
established in 2002 at the Capitol 
in Sacramento to coincide with 
California’s acknowledgment of 
Cinco de Mayo and to highlight 
positive role models in Latino 
community. Every year, the Cali-
fornia Latino Legislative Caucus 
honors Latinos and Latinas in 
various categories that range 
from athletics to public service 
and human rights.

“Every year, the Latino Spirit 
Awards allows us to spotlight 
the achievements of Latinos in 
various industries who have 
emerged as changemakers or 
role models in California.” 
Assembly member Garcia stated 
in his press release. “I have 
been hoping to have my Latino 
Caucus colleagues award Simón 
Silva for some time, and I am 
grateful for this opportunity to 
honor one of our own Imperial 
Valley heroes.”

SILVA
From page 2
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SECTION I --  INVITATION FOR PROPOSALS

CITY OF HOLTVILLE
CEDAR AVENUE SIDEWALK IMPROVEMENTS FROM 4TH STREET TO 5TH

STREET

Sealed proposals will be received at the City Council Chambers, City Hall, City of Holtville, 121
W. Fifth Street, Holtville, California  92250 until 2:00 p.m. prevailing local time, Tuesday, June
15, 2021, for the construction of The City of Holtville – CEDAR AVENUE SIDEWALK
IMPROVEMENTS FROM 4TH STREET TO 5TH STREET.  At such time proposals will be pub-
licly opened and read aloud.

The work is located in the City of Holtville, County of Imperial, State of California. The work
includes demolition of existing concrete infrastructure and pavement area, installation of new
P.C.C. curb and gutter, sidewalk, driveways, and curb ramp along Cedar Avenue between 4th
Street and 5th Street. The scope of work also includes the installation and modification of storm
drainage system along said segment of Cedar Avenue. A majority of the construction work occurs
within the City of Holtville Right-of-Way except for the curb ramp and adjacent pavement area at
the southeast corner of SR 115 and Cedar Avenue being in Caltrans Right-of-Way. 

Proposals shall conform to the requirements of this Invitation for Proposals and other documents
listed herein and any addenda thereto issued in advance of the proposal opening date.

The Contractor shall have a State of California Classification “A” Contractor’s license to perform
the work.  A bid submitted by any contractor not properly licensed at the time of bid opening shall
be considered non-responsive and will be rejected.

The specifications and improvement plans setting forth requirements and the work to be per-
formed is comprised of the following:

Section I Invitation for Proposals

Section II Instructions to Bidders

Section III Caltrans LAPM Forms

Section IV Prevailing Wage Rates

Section V Proposal Forms

Section VI Contract and Bond Forms

Section VII General Conditions

Section VIII Special Conditions

Section IX Technical Conditions

Improvement Plans

Water Pollution Control Program (WPCP) and Erosion Control 
Plans

and all addendum (a).

All construction activities including submittal and material inspection requirements, meeting
attendance, coordination requirements, field inspection, record keeping and other incidental
requirements within the State  Highway 115 shall be in strict conformance with the requirements
of the plans, Caltrans Special Provisions, the latest edition of Caltrans Standard Plans and
Specifications, the latest edition of Caltrans Revised Standard Specifications, Caltrans
Encroachment Permit and Caltrans District Engineer’s and Local Resident Engineer’s require-
ments.

Only those firms who have purchased the bid documents will be provided any addendum(a) that
may be issued for this project prior to the bid opening date.

Inquiries or questions based on alleged patent ambiguity of the plans, specifications or estimate
must be communicated as a bidder inquiry prior to bid opening. Any such inquiries or questions,
submitted after bid opening, will not be treated as a bid protest.

This project is subject to the “Buy America” provisions on the Surface Transportation Assistance
Act of 1982 as amended by the Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency act of 1991.

Bid security shall accompany the bid in the form of a certified or cashier’s check, or a Bid Bond
for ten percent (10%) of the maximum bid amount being proposed.

The successful bidder shall furnish a payment bond and a performance bond, both equal to 100%
of the contract amount.

Minimum wage rates for this project as predetermined by the United States Department of Labor
and State of California are set forth in the Instruction for Bidders section of the specifications.

If there is a difference between the minimum wage rates predetermined by the United States
Department of Labor Federal Davis-Bacon wage rates and the prevailing wage rates determined
by the State of California Department of Industrial Relations for similar classifications of labor,
the Contractor and his/her subcontractors shall pay not less than the higher wage rate.

This project is subject to compliance monitoring and enforcement by the California Department
of Industrial Relations. 

Federal regulations and reporting requirements applicable to the proposed work must be complied
with for this project.

The City of Holtville hereby affirms that in any contract entered into pursuant to this advertise-
ment, disadvantaged business enterprises will be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in
response to this invitation.

Bidders are advised that, as required by federal law, the City of Holtville is implementing
Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (DBE) requirements.  DBE requirements are included in the
Instruction for Bidders section of the Specifications.

The new DBE program requires that the Agency establish a project specific goal until further
notice from Caltrans/FHWA. For further information on the new DBE Program, FAQ’s, DBE cer-
tification, search for DBE, public information meetings, etc., refer to the following website:

https://dot.ca.gov/programs/civil-rights/dbe

The DBE Contract goal for this project is 15 percent.

A non-mandatory pre-bid conference is scheduled for Friday, May 14, 2021 at 10:00 a.m. at
Holtville City Hall, 121 W. Fifth Street, Holtville, CA 92250. This conference is to inform bidders
of project requirements and subcontractors of subcontracting and material supply opportunities.
Bidders attendance at this conference will not be mandatory.

The U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) provides a toll-free “hotline” service to report bid
rigging activities.  Bid rigging activities can be reported Mondays through Fridays, between 8:00
a.m. and 5:00 p.m., eastern time, telephone no. 1-800-424-9071.  Anyone with knowledge of pos-
sible bid rigging, bidder collusion, or other fraudulent activities should use the “hotline” to report
these activities.  The “hotline” is part of the DOT’s continuing effort to identify and investigate
highway construction contract fraud and abuse and is operated under the direction of the DOT
Inspector General.  All information will be treated confidentially and caller anonymity will be
respected.

In the case where a bidder claims an inadvertent clerical error in listing subcontractors, a notice
of the claim must be submitted to the Director of Public Works in writing within two (2) working
days after the time of the bid opening and copies sent to the subcontractors involved.

Copies of the contract documents are available for examination without charge during normal
business hours at the office of The City of Holtville Engineering Consultants:

The Holt Group, Inc.
1601 N. Imperial Avenue

El Centro, California  92243
(760) 337-3883

Technical questions shall be addressed to the above-mentioned office.  Copies of contract docu-
ments may be obtained from The Holt Group, Inc., 1601 N. Imperial Avenue, El Centro,
California 92243, (760) 3373883 by making a non-refundable payment of one hundred dollars
($100.00) payable to The Holt Group, Inc. for each set of said contract documents.  This includes
shipping charges.

Dated:  Thursday, April 29, 2021
Published: Holtville Tribune Nick Wells, Acting City Clerk
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AIRPORT LAND USE COMMISSION AGENDA

COUNTY OF IMPERIAL

SECRETARY - JIM MINNICK

HEARING DATE: May 19, 2021 6:00 P.M.
HEARING LOCATION: 940 MAIN STREET, BOARD ROOM, EL CENTRO, CALIFORNIA

I. ROLL CALL
II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: FEBRUARY 17, 2020
IV. PUBLIC HEARINGS:

PUBLIC HEARINGS: All supporting documentation is available for public review in the office of the Planning &
Development Services Department located at 801 Main Street, El Centro, CA 92243 during regular business hours,
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday, excluding holidays. The Airport Land Use Analysis documentation is
also available at www.icpds.com. Please remember to shut off all cell phones, pagers or electronic devices upon enter-
ing the Board Chambers. Call 442-265-1736 for assistance on questions regarding the agenda.

The public will have an opportunity to speak to any agenda item when the Chairman opens the matter to the public
to discussion and before action is taken. The Chairman will determine the order of speaking and unless the Chairman
grants more or less time, the speaker's limit is 3 minutes on each agenda item. Please read and complete a speaker
form at the podium prior to the start of the meeting.  The Chairperson will call on you to speak when your item is
called.

For questions regarding these projects contact the above-mentioned Planner following the project.
Si usted requiere esta información en español, favor de llamar al (442) 265-1736

VG\S:\AllUsers\ALUC\AGENDAS\2021\Agenda for Press\05 19 2021 ALUC Agenda for Press.docx
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Prior to being sentenced, 
Romero briefly addressed the 
court and acknowledged that 
the experience had left him 
humbled, embarrassed, and 
ashamed.

He also offered an apology 
to the court, his family, and 
the citizens of Calexico for 
having abused the trust that 
was placed in him as an elect-
ed official. 

“With full remorse in my 
heart, it’s a shame that I won’t 
be able to help my communi-
ty and my country as a public 
servant as I always wanted to,” 
Romero said.

Similarly, Suarez-Soto ad-
dressed the court to express his 
remorse and acknowledge that 
the experience allowed him 
to make some much-needed 
changes in his life.

He, too, offered his apolo-
gies to the court, the commu-
nity, and his family for taking 
part in the bribery scheme.       

“I promise that I won’t be 
on this side of the court ever 
again,” Suarez-Soto said.

Romero is the former Calex-
ico mayor pro tem, who along 
with Suarez-Soto, Romero’s 
appointment to the city Eco-
nomic Development and Fi-
nancial Advisory Commis-
sion, pleaded guilty on June 
11, 2020 to soliciting $35,000 
in bribes from an undercover 
FBI agent tied to fast-tracking 
a fictional city retail cannabis 
permit.

Aside from their 24-month 
prison sentences, both de-
fendants were ordered by the 
court to be placed on three 
years of supervised probation 
after their release, attend drug 
and alcohol counseling, and to 
pay restitution in the amount 
of $17,500.

Both were ordered to sur-
render themselves to the U.S. 
Marshals on June 21.

The men were supposed to 
be sentenced Friday, April 30, 

but the hearing was delayed at 
the 11th hour for a third time, 
according to Assistant U.S. At-
torney Nicholas Pilchak in an 
email. 

In his comments to the 
court prior to sentencing, Pil-
chak argued for incarceration 
instead of probation, citing the 
seriousness and severity of the 
crime. 

“The real victims at a gener-
al level are all of us, but partic-
ularly the residents of 

Calexico,” Pilchak said.
The crime for which the 

men pleaded guilty carries 
up to five years in prison and 
a $250,000 fine at maximum 
punishment, but Romero’s at-
torney, Anthony Colombo Jr., 
had long said the maximum 
was not likely for the first-
time offenders.

The bribery scheme came to 
light at the end of May 2020, 
when Romero, then 36 and 
still seated on the council, 
and Suarez, then 28 and who 
had just recently resigned his 
role as Romero’s commission-
er, were charged in federal 
court and initially pleaded not 
guilty. 

As part of the agreement to 
then plead guilty, Romero and 
Suarez-Soto were required to 
resign from any public posi-
tions. Romero, who was next 
in line for the mayorship, re-
signed from the City Council 
on June 8, 2020.

The pair had indicated that 
they had been involved in tak-
ing bribes at least once before, 
telling FBI agents this wasn’t 
their “first rodeo,” a claim they 
doubled-down on in their plea 
agreements, according to fed-
eral prosecutors.

Romero and Suarez-So-
to’s charges and eventual plea 
deal set off a torrent of public 
corruption claims in Calex-
ico, which arguably led to a 
bloodletting at the polls, when 
three new faces and the man 
appointed to replace Romero, 
Camilo Garcia, were elected to 
the council in November.
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added six rebounds, five as-
sists and five steals. Anderson 
finished with eight points, five 
rebounds, five assists and five 
steals. 

Sophomore Julia Moreno 
made four three-pointers and 
finished the game with 14 points 
while sophomore Skylar Hanson 
finished with nine points and 
four rebounds. Junior Mariel Es-

trada was the team’s leading re-
bounder with eight while senior 
Ashley Iniguez finished with 
seven steals and four assists. 

The Vikings are back in IVL 
action on Monday, May 3, with 
the boys hosting Brawley at 5 
p.m. and the girls following 
with a 7 p.m. tipoff. On Thurs-
day, May 6, Holtville will host 
Vincent Memorial Catholic of 
Calexico with the girls’ game tip-
ping off at 5 p.m. and the boys’ 
start scheduled for 7 p.m.

BASKETBALL
From page 5

Holtville High School senior Ryder Merten delivers a pass during the opening 
Imperial Valley League basketball game against Palo Verde High in Blythe on 
Thursday, April 29. | VALERIE MENDOZA PHOTO

On April 27, the Vikings hosted 
Imperial and cruised to a 13-3 IVL 
win. Strahm got the complete-game 
win, allowing three runs on eight hits 
with two strikeouts and no walks. 

Havens paced the offense with 
three hits, three RBI and two runs 
scored and senior Emily Zarate add-
ed two hits, three RBI and two runs 
scored. Senior Lexis Smith finished 
with two hits, an RBI and a run 
scored. 

Holtville continues IVL action 
with a doubleheader against Calex-
ico, hosting the Bulldogs at 6 p.m. 
Tuesday, May 4, then traveling to the 
border city for a 6 p.m. contest on 
Friday, May 7. 

SOFTBALL
From page 5

Holtville 
High School 
sophomore 

shortstop Kamryn 
Walker throws 

to first base 
after getting 

a force out at 
second during 

the Vikings’ game 
against Imperial 
High in Holtville 

on Tuesday, 
April 27. | CATHI 
PHILLIPS LARIOS 

PHOTO

Thursday, April 29. 
Alejandra Ceballos had the 

big day for the Bulldogs with 
two goals. Maldonado and Ev-
elyn Roldan also had one goal 
apiece for Calexico.

Calexico hosts Vincent Me-
morial Catholic at 7 p.m. Mon-
day, May 3 in a DL matchup.

VIKINGS CRUSH 
VINCENT MEMORIAL

HOLTVILLE — Holtville got 
an easy DL win on Wednesday, 
April 28, when the Vikings blew 
by Vincent Memorial Catholic 
High of Calexico, 16-0.

Three Vikings had hat tricks 

with Esperanza Duenas and 
Mia Moreno each finishing 
with three goals and an assist, 
and Strahm adding three goals 
to her total for the season.

Lesley Sandoval and Myken-
zie Wright each had two goals 
and an assist for Holtville while 
Angelica Gonzalez, Jasmine 
Castro and Laura Mendoza all 
finished with one goal each.

Holtville finished the week 
with a nonleague contest at Cal-
vin Christian High in Escondi-
do on Friday, April 30, and lost 
a close game, 1-0. The Vikings 
took 14 shots but weren’t able to 
slip one past the Calvin Chris-
tian goalkeeper. 

Holtville hosts Palo Verde 
Valley at 6 p.m. on Monday, 
May 3.

SOCCER
From page 5

Calexico High School senior Isabelle Carrillo (18) tries to keep Holtville High 
senior Amanda Strahm from the ball during a Desert League match at Ward 
Field in Calexico on Tuesday, April 27. | CAMILO GARCIA JR. PHOTO

SUMMONS 
(CITACION JUDICIAL)

NOTICE TO DEFENDANT:
(AVISO AL DEMANDADO):
Assaggio Restaurant, Inc., dba
Assaggio Restaurant; Brawley Inn
dba Heartland Hotel Corporation,
Southwest Security Service;
Alphonso Beltran; Rosalva Martinez
and does 1-10.
YOU ARE BEING SUED BY
PLAINTIFF:  
(LO ESTA DEMANDANDO EL
DEMANDANTE):
Taylor Hoskins
NOTICE! You have been sued. The
court may decide against you without
your being heard unless you respond
within 30 days. Read the information
below.

You have 30 CALENDAR DAYS
after this summons and legal papers
are served on you to file a written
response at this court and have a
copy served on the plaintiff. A letter
or phone call will not protect you.
Your written response must be in
proper legal form if you want the
court to hear your case. There may be
a court form that you can use for your
response. You can find these court
forms and more information at the
California Courts Online Self-Help
Center (www.courtinfo.ca.gov/self-
help), your county law library, or the
courthouse nearest you. If you cannot
pay the filing fee, ask the court clerk
for a fee waiver form. If you do not
file your response on time, you may
lose the case by default, and your
wages, money, and property may be
taken without further warning from
the court.

There are other legal require-
ments. You may want to call an attor-
ney right away. If you do not know
an attorney, you may want to call an
attorney referral service. If you can-
not afford an attorney, you may be
eligible for free legal service from a
nonprofit legal services program.
You can locate these nonprofit
groups at the California Legal
Services Web site (www.lawhelpcal-

ifornia.org), the California Courts
Online Self-Help Center
(www.courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp), or
by contacting your local court or
county bar association. NOTE: The
court has a statutory lien for waived
fees and costs on any settlement or
arbitration award of $10,000 or more
in a civil case. The court's lien must
be paid before the court will dismiss
the case.
¡AVISO! Lo han demandado. Si no

responde dentro de 30 días, la corte
puede decidir en su contra sin
escuchar su versión. Lea la informa-
ción a continuación. 

Tiene 30 DIAS DE CALENDARIO
después de que le entreguen esta
citación y papeles legales para pre-
sentar una respuesta por escrito en
esta corte y hacer que se entregue
una copia al demandante. Una carta
o una llamada telefónica no lo prote-
gen. Su respuesta por escrito tiene
que estar en formato legal correcto si
desea que procesen su caso en la
corte. Es posible que haya un formu-
lario que usted pueda usar para su
respuesta. Puede encontrar estos for-
mularios de la corte y más informa-
ción en el Centro de Ayuda de las
Cortes de California
(www.sucorte.ca.gov), en la bibliote-
ca de leyes de su condado o en la
corte que le quede más cerca. Si no
puede pagar la cuota de pre-
sentación, pida al secretario de la
corte que le dé un formulario de
exención de pago de cuotas. Si no
presenta su respuesta a tiempo,
puede perder el caso por incumplim-
iento y  la corte le podrá quitar su
sueldo, dinero y bienes sin más
advertencia. 

Hay otros requisitos legales. Es
recomendable que llame a un aboga-
do inmediatamente. Si no conoce a
un abogado, puede llamar a un ser-
vicio de remisión a abogados. Si no
puede pagar a un  abogado es posi-
ble que cumpla con los requisitos
para obtener servicios legales gratu-
itos de un programa de servicios
legales sin fines de lucro. Puede

encontrar estos grupos sin fines de
lucro en el sitio web de California
Legal Services, (www.lawhelpcali-
fornia.org), en el Centro de Ayuda de
las Cortes de California,
(www.sucorte.ca.gov) o poniéndose
en contacto con la corte o el colegio
de abogados locales. AVISO: Por
ley, la corte tiene derecho a reclamar
las cuotas y los costos y los costos
exentos por imponer un gravamen
sobre cualquier recuperación de
$10,000 o más de valor recibida
mediante un acuerdo o una conce-
sión de arbitraje en un caso de dere-
cho civil. Tiene que pagar el grava-
men de la corte antes de que la corte
pueda desechar el caso.
CASE NUMBER: (Numero del
Caso):  ECU001545
The name and address of the court is:  
(El nombre y dirección de la corte
es): 
Superior Court of California, 
County of Imperial/El Centro
Courthouse
939 Main Street
El Centro, CA 92243
The name, address, and telephone
number of plaintiff's attorney, or
plaintiff without an attorney, is: 
(El nombre, la dirección y el número
de teléfono del abogado del deman-
dante, o del demandante que no tiene
abogado, es):
Robert J. Pecora 106167 
Law Office of Robert J. Pecora
7855 Ivanhoe Avenue, Suite 408
La Jolla, CA 92037
(858) 454-4014
Date: August 31, 2020
Maria Rhinehart, Clerk of Court, 
Clerk, by (Secretario) Michelle
Garcia, Deputy, (Adjunto)
Filed
August 31, 2020
Superior Court
County of Imperial
Clerk of the Court 
By: Michelle Garcia, Deputy  
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