
OUTPATIENT CLINICS

(760) 482-5000

Open To Care
ecrmc.org

IMPERIAL COUNTY, CA CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Vol. 117 No. 19 | THURSDAY, MAY 13, 2021 | holtvilletribune.com

Holtville Tribune

LOCAL

BY JULIO MORALES
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

A proposal to restore 60 acres of 
habitat along the Alamo River 
would supplement two ongoing 

projects in the area: a long-delayed wet-
lands initiative and the expansion of the 
Pete Mellinger trail.

“I really think it’s going to be to spectac-
ular be able to walk the whole length of the 
trail and see the (Alamo River’s) natural 
features,” said Holtville City Manager Nick 
Wells on Tuesday, May 11, of the potential 
for the area.

The Holtville City Council voted to sup-
port a nonprofit’s proposed habitat resto-
ration project for an estimated milelong 
segment of the river during its regular 
meeting on Monday, May 10. The support 
was just the preliminary step for the pro-
posed initiative.

The restoration project is being pro-
posed by the Chico-based River Partners 
and would help restore habitat along both 
banks of the Alamo River north of High-
way 115 and extending north of Zenos 
Road.

Alamo River Habitat 
Project Green Lit

Holtville City Council Approves Support 
for Nonprofit’s Habitat Restoration Concept

Chico-based 
River 
Partners is 
proposing 
an Alamo 
River habitat 
restoration 
project for 
about 60 
acres of 
land along 
both banks 
of the Alamo 
River north 
of Highway 
115 and 
extending 
north of Ze-
nos Road. | 
CATHI PHIL-
LIPS LARIOS 
PHOTO  See ALAMO, PAGE 6

EDUCATION

BY JULIO MORALES
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — For more than 
a century, red poppies have be-
come symbolic of the war dead as 
the bulbed flowers grew in abun-
dance on the bombed fields of 
Flanders, Belgium, and northwest 
France during World War I.

It was two days before Armi-
stice Day was declared in 1918 
that an American woman, Moina 
Michael, was inspired to wear a 
red Flanders poppy to remember 
those killed in that war after being 
moved by Canadian soldier Lt. 

Col. John McCrae’s 1915 wartime 
poem, “In Flanders Fields.”

The final line of McCrae’s poem 
gave birth to a movement: “We 
shall not sleep, though pop-
pies grow/In Flanders 
fields.”

In 1920, the red pop-
py would become the 
official flower of the 
American Legion family 
“to memorialize the soldiers 
who fought and died during 
the war. In 1924, the distribu-
tion of poppies became a na-
tional program of the Ameri-
can Legion.”

Since then, it’s been American 
Legion auxiliary members across 
the country who have led efforts 
to distribute red poppies as a way 
to generate funds for veterans and 
their families.

CITY

Holtville Council Declares May Red Poppy Month

Members of the American Legion auxiliary Bradley-Keffer Unit 138 were on hand 
during the Holtville City Council meeting on Monday, May 10, when the council 
declared the month of May as Red Poppy Month. 
| PHOTO COURTESY OF KAREN GIBBS

American Legion Auxiliary Recognized as 
Military Members Who Died in War Are Honored

See POPPIES, PAGE 8

BY JULIO MORALES
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

EL CENTRO — Like many young adults 
hoping to improve their situation in life, 
28-year-old Valley resident Cierra Gibbs de-
cided recently to enroll in classes at Imperial 
Valley College to help jump start a career. 

At the time, she was facing some signifi-
cant challenges, not the least of which was 
dealing with housing insecurity. And when 
she disclosed her circumstances to campus 
officials, they responded in a way that Gibbs 
said she could not have imagined.

IVC’s Tiny Home 
Village Expands 
Student Housing

See TINY HOMES, PAGE 6

EDUCATION

BY RICHARD MONTENEGRO BROWN 
& JULIO MORALES
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

IMPERIAL COUNTY — Although there 
are lots of limitation in place — hallelujah 
— the class of 2021 will have its gradua-
tion ceremony live and in person, and with 
guests.

When COVID-19 disrupted the lives of 
most of the world in 2020, some of the fall-
out was to our students, especially the se-
nior class that lost key moments in the high 
school experience, chief among them, the 
traditional graduation ceremony.

Hallelujah! 
Holtville, Other 

Valley Seniors Will 
Walk for Graduation

See GRADUATION, PAGE 6

SOFTBALL:
VIKINGS  
SWEEP
BULLDOGS

SEE PAGE 5
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COMMUNITY

STAFF REPORT

HOLTVILLE — The follow-
ing reports were collected from 
the Imperial County Sheriff ’s 
Office call logs for the Holtville 
substation from May 3 through 
May 9.

MONDAY, MAY 3
5:11 p.m.: A deputy conduct-

ed a vehicle check in an alley at 
the corner of Orange Avenue 
and Ninth Street. When the dep-
uty approached the vehicle, an 
unknown subject jumped out 
and ran into a nearby residence. 

10:24 p.m.: An employee at a 
store in Holtville called deputies 
to report that a male subject in 
the store was staring at her in-
appropriately. The employee hid 
in a back room at the business 
while waiting for deputies to ar-
rive. 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 5
4:14 a.m.: An employee at the 

7-Eleven store on Main Street re-
ported that a man took a 12-pack 
of beer and left without paying. 
The thief was last seen riding a 
dark-colored bike toward Family 
Dollar. 

8:10 a.m.: A subject on Fern 
Avenue called deputies and told 
them he believes he’s hallucinat-
ing and he thinks his mother did 
“brujeria” (Spanish for witch-
craft) on him. The subject was 
evaluated for mental problems 
but didn’t meet the criteria. 

9:45 p.m.: A male subject was 
escorted out of the Family Dollar 
store on Main Street after caus-
ing a disturbance and refusing to 
leave. 

THURSDAY, MAY 6
12:27 a.m.: Deputies respond-

ed to a Dumpster fire behind 
7-Eleven. Deputies determined 
that the fire was started by a plas-
tic bin containing charcoal. 

5:12 p.m.: A Holt Avenue resi-
dent requested to speak to a dep-
uty in reference to a female in a 
police vehicle accusing him of 
things he didn’t do. 

POLICE BRIEFS

Four Scholarships 
Award by Club 
Totaling $2,000
BY JULIO MORALES
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — The Woman’s 
Club of Holtville honored the 

recipients of its annual scholar-
ship awards with a luncheon at its 
clubhouse on Wednesday, May 5.

The annual scholarship lun-
cheon also served as a fundrais-
er for club’s scholarship program 
and attracted about 25 individuals 
for a homemade meal of chicken, 
rice, vegetables, salad, and carrot 
cake for dessert.

This year’s scholarship recip-
ients included Diana Garzon, 
Melissa Cortez, Inez Morales, 
and Rachel Chambers. They were 
each awarded $500.

Both Garzon and Cortez are 
nursing students at Imperial Val-
ley College, while both Morales 
and Chambers are Holtville High 
School seniors. Garzon was un-

able to attend the luncheon.
The luncheon on May 5 was the 

first formal meeting in more than 
a year that the Woman’s Club of 
Holtville had hosted. During the 
meeting, club president Debo-
rah Thornburg lit nine candles in 
honor of the club members and 
individuals in general who had 
passed away over the past year. 

Holtville Woman’s Club president Deborah Thornburg (left) lit nine candles in honor of the club members and individuals in 
general who had passed away over the past year during a club luncheon on Wednesday, May 5. The luncheon was the first 
organized event since COVID shut down gatherings in March 2020. | JULIO MORALES PHOTO

Woman’s Club Meets for First Time in Over a Year

The Woman’s Club of Holtville honored the recipients of its annual scholarship 
awards, Melissa Cortez (from left), Inez Morales and Rachel Chambers (recip-
ient Diana Garzon was not in attendance) with a luncheon at its clubhouse on 
Wednesday, May 5. | JULIO MORALES PHOTO

Supervisor Jesus Escobar 
Says Reduced Hours
Affecting Regional Economy

BY ELIZABETH VARIN
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

CALEXICO — Imperial County leaders 
want extended border hours again at the 
Calexico East Port of Entry, which one area 

official says is needed to help bolster the re-
gional and local economies. 

The Imperial County Board of Supervi-
sors on Tuesday, May 11, voted to ratify a 
letter the county had already sent out May 
6 to the federal government expressing 
concern about long border wait times due 
to reduced hours of operation at the Calex-
ico East port.

The east port of entry’s passenger lanes 
have reduced hours due to COVID-19 con-

cerns, U.S. Customs and Border Protection 
announced near the start of the regional 
shutdowns at the start of the pandemic. Yet 
those changes have not been adjusted with 
the improvement of conditions.

“Since April 26, 2020, the hours of op-
eration for the Calexico East Land Port of 
Entry were changed to operate from 6 a.m. 
to 2 p.m.,” according to the letter from the 
Board of Supervisors. “Although the change 
in the hours of operation only applied to 

the passenger portion and not the cargo/
commercial facility of the LPOE, there are 
still significant traffic impacts leading to 
delays at the Calexico West LPOE.”

In short, the reduced hours east of Calex-
ico is jamming up traffic at the crossing 
within city limits, which District 1 Super-
visor and board Vice Chair Jesus Escobar 
said is impacting Calexico specifically and 
the entire region. Some of the wait times 

COUNTY

County Wants Fed to Extend Calexico East Port Hours

See POE, PAGE 7

COUNTY
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BY ELIZABETH VARIN
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

An organization geared at 
bringing outside money to those 
in need in the Imperial Valley is 
making its presence known.

Jose Landeros, chairperson 
of the Imperial Valley Wellness 
Foundation, gave a presentation 
to the Imperial County Board 
of Supervisors about the new 
non-profit’s COVID-19 response 
fund and about its goal of ad-
vancing the health and wellness 
of vulnerable populations in the 
Valley.

The idea behind the wellness 
foundation came about in 2018 
and 2019, Landeros said. The goal 
was to build a $25 million per-
manent endowment to help the 
community. 

“COVID hit, and it was pret-
ty devastating in the county,” he 
said, adding that the immediate 
goal changed to help those im-
pacted by COVID-19. 

The goal adapted as the 
non-profit created its COVID-19 
response fund with a fundraising 
goal of $1 million and $851,200 
raised to date, Landeros said. 
There have also been 250,000 
masks donated, 500,000 face 
shields, and 25,000 containers of 
hand sanitizer.

In addition to the personal pro-
tective equipment, the fund has 
gone toward utilities/rent/mort-
gage/vouchers and food for those 
in need.

Donations have come in from 
groups like Alliance Healthcare 
Foundation, California Health 
Care Foundation, California 

Wellness, CC Foundation and 
Chicago Community Trust, 
among other groups and compa-
nies, according to a PowerPoint 
shown to the Imperial County Su-
pervisors. The populations served 
through the funding includes 
children, disadvantaged students, 
farm workers, homeless, LGBTQ, 
low-income families, seniors, and 
veterans. 

The goal is to not tap into local 
resources, but rather those sourc-
es outside the community to 
bring those into the community.

“Our objective has always been 
to be a presence in our communi-
ty, but not necessarily a front-fac-
ing presence,” Landeros said. 
“Now we’re trying to come out 
and let the community know we 
exist, and we’re a resource.”

So far, the focus has been 

COVID-19 assistance, said inter-
im Chief Executive Officer Victor 
Jaime. Now the wellness founda-
tion is shifting gears back toward 
creating the endowment.

San Diego-based Alliance 
Healthcare Foundation commit-
ted a matching donation of $7.5 
million, contingent on the Well-
ness Foundation raising at least 
$17.5 million.  

The Wellness Foundation was 
created to help address a critical 
health funding gap in Imperial 
County, where the population 
suffers from shocking health and 
environmental health problems, 
according to the group’s website. 
The new foundation was created 
specifically to tackle the county’s 
health inequities. 

In addition to Jaime as a staff 
person and Landeros as presi-

dent, the current Board of Trust-
ees includes Imperial Irrigation 
District Director and Court Ap-
pointed Special Advocates man-
ager Alex Cardenas; Tim Kelley, 
president and chief executive of-
ficer of the Imperial Valley Eco-
nomic Development Corp.; Real 
Estate agent James Garcia; Sara 
Griffen, executive director of 
the Imperial Valley Food Bank; 
Yurii Camacho, a teacher in the 
Holtville Unified School District; 
Jazmyn Horton, a master’s degree 
candidate in social work at San 
Diego State University-Imperial 
Valley campus; Matthew Jaime, a 
clinical dietician; Stephen Jaime, 
a registered nurse and diabetes 
educator; and Antonio Romayor 
Jr., chief technology officer for 
the El Centro Elementary School 
District.

LOCAL NEWS

Semana del 17 de mayo 
Psicoterapia Interpersonal

(Originalmente transmitido en enero 2020)
Maricruz Bermudez, LFMT, Supervisor Clínico

Licencia Estatal en Terapia, Matrimonial y Familiar, Servicios de Jóvenes y Jóvenes 
Adultos

La psicoterapia interpersonal (IPT) es un enfoque de tiempo limitado, 
enfocado y basado en evidencia para tratar los trastornos del estado 

de ánimo. El objetivo principal del IPT es mejorar la calidad de las 
relaciones interpe sonales y el funcionamient o social de un cliente 
para ayudar a reducir su angustia. IPT se puede utilizar en consumi-

dores de cualquier edad, desde niños y adolescentes hasta ancianos. 
IPT proporciona estrategias para resolver problemas dentro de cuatro 
áreas clave: duelo o duelo complicado, disputa de roles, transición de 

roles y déficits interpersonales.

Check out the latest musings from editorial cartoonist Dave Garcia/Gilgar.

Con Dalia Pesqueira 

Water Rights Showdown Moving Toward High Court?

GILGAR

(422) 265-1525

Week of May 17
Interpersonal Psychotherapy (IPT)

(Originally aired on January 2020)
Marilyn Moskowitz, LCSW,

LMFT, Licensed Clinical Social Worker, Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist

Interpersonal Psychotherapy (IPT ) is a time limited, focused, 
evidenced based approach to treat mood disorders. The 

main goal of IPT is to improve the quality of a client’s inter-
personal relationships and social functioning to help reduce 

their d ist ress. IPT may be used with any age consumer, 
from children and adolescents to the elderly. IPT provides 

strategies to resolve problems within four key areas: grief or 
complicated bereavement, role dispute, role transition, and 

interpersonal deficits.

COUNTY

LAW OFFICE OF KEN BAKER
Attorney at Law

Evictions • Probates • Bankruptcy
1615 Suite A, West Main Street

El Centro, CA 92243
Kenbakerattorney@gmail.com

kenbakerattorney.com

POLICE BRIEFS

Woman’s Club Meets for First Time in Over a Year

the passenger portion and not the cargo/
commercial facility of the LPOE, there are 
still significant traffic impacts leading to 
delays at the Calexico West LPOE.”

In short, the reduced hours east of Calex-
ico is jamming up traffic at the crossing 
within city limits, which District 1 Super-
visor and board Vice Chair Jesus Escobar 
said is impacting Calexico specifically and 
the entire region. Some of the wait times 

See POE, PAGE 7

IV Wellness Foundation Makes Presence Known

BY ELIZABETH VARIN
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

A new day center expected to 
open in August is geared toward 
helping the homeless problem in 
Imperial Valley.

On Tuesday, May 11, the Impe-
rial County Board of Supervisors 
voted 4-0 to grant a $2.54 million 
loan to Catholic Charities, Dio-
cese of San Diego for its Apagan-
do Las Calles project. 

That project, said Assistant 
Director of Social Services Paula 
Llanas, includes the development 
of a day center at 250 W. Orange 
Ave. in El Centro. Catholic Char-
ities will partner with local agen-
cies to provide comprehensive 
services to homeless individuals 
and families in Imperial County. 

Day center staff will provide 
targeted case management, de-
velop needs and service goals and 
assist people in connecting to 
services and housing that meets 
their needs, she said. Services 
include healthcare options, so-
cial and employment programs, 
street outreach, education pro-
grams for children and other fed-
eral and state programs for the 
homeless population. 

The day center will also offer 
showers, bathrooms, a laundry 
room, and a commercial kitchen 
to serve the homeless in the Val-
ley, Llanas said. The day center is 
set to serve about 760 individuals 
per year. 

In 2020, 1,527 people were re-
portedly homeless in Imperial 
County, according to the “point 
in time” count, a snapshot of the 
Imperial Valley’s homeless. The 
count, done on the same day 
throughout the country, helps get 
a vast picture of homelessness in 
the U.S. 

Across the country, eight 
largely suburban Continuums of 
Care had unsheltered rates of 75 
percent or higher, with Imperial 
County reporting the highest rate 
of its category (87.4 percent) in 
2020. Twelve largely suburban 
CoCs reported rates of unshel-
tered individuals greater than 80 
percent, with two reporting rates 
of over 90 percent: Ft. Pierce, 
Florida (93.2 percent) and Impe-
rial County (91.6 percent).

Four largely suburban CoCs 
in the country had a majority of 
homeless families with children 
staying outside: Fort Pierce (76.7 
percent), Vancouver, Washington 
(53.5 percent), Imperial County 
(51.5 percent), and Santa Cruz 
(51.1 percent). And four largely 
suburban CoCs had rates of un-
sheltered unaccompanied youth 
of 95 percent or higher, and all 
four were in California: Marin 
County (97.1 percent), San Luis 
Obispo (97.1 percent), Santa 
Cruz (96.7 percent), and Imperial 
County (94.6 percent). 

Imperial County also ranked 
high in the percentage of chron-
ically homeless individuals who 
were unsheltered at 97.2 percent, 
according to the Housing and Ur-
ban Development report on U.S. 
homelessness. 

Funding for the 20-year for-
givable loan is coming from the 
Homeless Emergency Aid Pro-
gram grant on behalf of the Im-
perial Valley Continuum of Care 
Council, Llanas said. Those funds 
are set aside to help homeless 
in California, including “by ad-
dressing the underlying causes 
and lessening the negative im-
pact to individuals, families and 
our community.”

There will be no impact to the 
general fund with the loan, she 
added.

Officials with Catholic Chari-
ties did not immediately return 
calls seeking comment on Tues-
day, May 11.

COUNTY

Imperial County OKs 
$2.5M Loan for New 

Homeless Day Center

Catholic Charities, Diocese of San Di-
ego offices at 250 W. Orange Ave. in El 
Centro will be the site of the diocese’s 
Apagando Las Calles project, which 
will include a day center to provide 
assistance and services to the Val-
ley’s homeless. The project received 
approval for a $2.54 million loan from 
the county of Imperial on Tuesday, May 
11. | COURTESY PHOTO
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Visit www.iid.com to learn how you can  
RECEIVE A $50 REBATE.

Don’t waste your 
watts. Make every

kilowatt count.

Stay in your comfort zone with a next-generation thermostat that allows you to 
control your air conditioner settings remotely from anywhere at anytime.

Designed to save energy, next-generation thermostats will also learn your setting 
preferences and household schedule to help you reduce energy costs.

Visit www.iid.com/rebates for a list energy efficient appliances, equipment and 
measures that qualify for IID’s Energy Rewards rebate program.

STAY IN YOUR  
COMFORT ZONE.

Holtville Tribune
Your No. 1 Local News Source in Print and Online!

holtvilletribune.com

• Breaking News
• Local Viewpoints
• Local Sports Coverage

• Obituaries
• Photos of Local  Events
• Plus much more!

DERMA’S FLOOR COVERINGS
IN BUSINESS SINCE 1978

Free Estimates!Free Estimates!
Open Monday-Friday, 

8 a.m. to 6 p.m.
760-355-2483 or 760-355-2484

220 No. J Street, Imperial, CA 92251 Spring into a 
New Driver’s Seat

DocuSign funding available

Ask about GAP | MRC

Promotional rates valid through end
of May 

with First Imperial Credit Union

3.49%
APR*

Terms Up  to 84 Months
Terms Up  to 84 Months
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Apply Online at ficu.com
*Annual Percentage Rate. Loan application subject to credit approval. 3.49% APR applies to new vehicles up to 84 months based on creditworthiness.  Current FICU loans not eligible for promotion. Other restrictions may 
apply. All vehicles �nanced are subject to inspection. Minimum loan amount of $5,000.  Payment per $1,000 �nanced with an 84 month term at 3.49% APR is $13.37. Rates and terms subject to change without notice. For 
additional details visit �cu.com or the Loan Liner agreement. FICU reserves the right to modify or end this promotion at any time without notice. Promotional rate valid 4/1/21 through 5/31/21. 
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SPORTS

HOLTVILLE SPORTS PAGE BROUGHT TO YOU BY:

(760) 356-1192 (760) 356-4381 (760) 337-3883 (760) 356-5800

Barbara Worth 
Country Club

(877) 482-5656

433 W. 5th Street,  
Holtville

(760) 356-4103

SOFTBALL

Still Perfect in IVL
BY MURRAY ANDERSON

HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

CALEXICO — Making adjustments 
from game to game has been a key com-
ponent to the success of the Holtville High 
School softball team this season. 

While sweeping a doubleheader over 
Calexico, the Vikings proved they can win 
a low-scoring defensive game, but they can 
also win a slugfest as they showed Friday, 
May 7, at Emerson Field in Calexico. 

On Tuesday, May 4, Holtville (13-1 
overall, 8-0 and in first place in the Impe-
rial Valley League) beat the Bulldogs 5-1. 
Three days later, the Vikings scored a 10-7 
win in Calexico behind an offensive attack 
that banged out 13 hits.

“Playing the same team twice in a week 
means we can’t come with the same ap-
proach,” said Melissa Snyder, in her fourth 
year at the helm of the Vikings. “So after 
the first game, we went back and changed 
our approach a bit and today the bats were 
able to come to life.”

Holtville scored in each of the first five 
innings, including three runs in the third 
and three in the fifth to build a 10-3 lead. 
It was a balanced attack for the Vikings as 
eight of the nine batters scored at least a 
run with sophomore Kamryn Walker and 
senior Zamara Gutierrez scoring two runs 
each.

Vikings’ senior Emily Zarate had an RBI 
double in the first inning while senior Lex-
is Smith and freshman Brooke Strahm had 
RBIs in the second frame. Smith, the No. 
9 hitter in the Holtville lineup, delivered 
a two-RBI single in the third inning that 
built a 6-1 lead.

“I know if I’m hitting last in the lineup 
the coach put me there for a reason,” said 
the 18-year-old Smith. “I take it as an op-
portunity to drive in runs because the girls 
batting in front of me are going to get on 
base.”

Calexico (9-9 overall, 4-3 in IVL) scored 
twice in the fourth, sixth and seventh in-
nings and always seemed to be a big hit or 
play away from making it a tight ballgame, 
including stranding two runners on base 
in each of the final two innings.

“It always seemed like we were just an 
inch away,” said Jennifer Lopez, Calexico 
head coach. “But give credit to Holtville, 
those girls are grinders. They play to their 
strength.”

Gutierrez pitched and got the win for 
the Vikings, throwing a complete game 
and scattering 10 hits while striking out six 
and walking two.

Calexico’s offense was led by junior Liah 
Valdez who went 3-for-3 with three dou-

Vikings Sweep Bulldogs

ABOVE: Holtville 
High School senior 
Lexis Smith lays 
down a bunt during 
an Imperial Valley 
League game against 
Calexico in Holtville 
on Tuesday, May 4. 

LEFT: Holtville High 
School senior Emily 
Zarate slides safely 
into second base 
before Calexico 
High junior Shanelle 
Gascon can get the 
ball during their 
Imperial Valley 
League in Holtville 
on Tuesday, May 4. 
| CATHI PHILLIPS 
LARIOS PHOTOS

BY MURRAY ANDERSON
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — The Holtville 
High School baseball team ran 
its winning streak to four games 
with a doubleheader sweep of 
Calexico, getting two outstanding 
pitching performances to beat 
the Bulldogs twice.

On Monday, May 3, the Vi-
kings got a complete-game, 
one-hitter from sophomore Raul 
Sierra and shut out Calexico, 2-0. 
They followed that with an 11-4 
victory on Wednesday, May 5, 
behind a complete-game victory 
from junior Rafa Espinoza.

Holtville (8-6 overall, 4-3 in 
Imperial Valley League play) 
pushed across two runs in the top 
of the fifth inning on May 3 to get 
the win at Belcher Field in Calex-
ico. Senior Arturo Lazos had two 
hits, a run scored, and an RBI, 
and sophomore Nick Pacheco 
added an RBI.

Sierra finished the game with 
eight strikeouts and just one walk 
to get the victory.

In the second game on Wednes-
day, May 5, Holtville broke open 
a 3-1 game with a seven-run 
bottom of the fourth to take a 
commanding 10-1 lead. Calexico 
would get three runs in the top of 
the fifth but the Bulldogs could 
not mount any offense in the final 
two innings. 

BASEBALL

Pitching 
Dominates 
as Vikings 
Down ’Dogs

Holtville High School senior Norbert 
Irungaray slides safely into third base 
during an Imperial Valley League 
game against Calexico in Holtville on 
Wednesday, May 5. | CATHI PHILLIPS 
LARIOS PHOTO

Staff report

HOLTVILLE — The Holt-
ville High School boys’ and girls’ 
basketball teams enjoyed a two-
game Imperial Valley League 
homestand by sweeping both 
Brawley Union High on Mon-
day, May 3, and Vincent Memo-
rial Catholic on Thursday, May 
6.

The Viking girls’ team scored 
a 62-25 victory over Brawley and 
then turned around and defeat-
ed Vincent Memorial, 67-32. 

Against the Wildcats, Holt-
ville (3-1 overall, 3-0 in IVL ac-
tion) got a game-high 23 points 
and five assists from sophomore 
Kamryn Walker. Junior Orian 
Anderson had 12 points, four as-
sists and four steals, while soph-

BASKETBALL

Vikings sweep Scots, Wildcats

Holtville High School junior Orian Anderson goes up for a layup during an 
Imperial Valley League game against Vincent Memorial Catholic in Holtville on 
Thursday, May 6. | VALERIE MENDOZA PHOTO

See BASEBALL, PAGE 8

See SOFTBALL, PAGE 8

See BASKETBALL, PAGE 8

BY MURRAY ANDERSON
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — After a nar-
row 3-2 victory over Calexico 
High, the Holtville High girls’ 
soccer team clinched the cham-
pionship in the Desert League. 

The Vikings are sitting at 7-0 in 
DL play with the Bulldogs three 
games back at 4-3 with only two 
games remaining. 

It was a nail-biter between 
the Vikings and Bulldogs on 
Wednesday, May 5, in Holtville 
with the game twice tied before 
the Vikings got the game-winner 
in the second half. 

Holtville got goals from soph-

omores Ana Gastelum and Jas-
mine Castro and from junior 
Giselle Gasca.

Evelyn Roldan and Angela 
Prado had the two goals for the 
Bulldogs. 

BULLDOGS BLOW OUT SCOTS
On Monday, May 3, Calexico 

dominated Vincent Memorial 
Catholic High, beating the Scots 
12-0 in a Desert League matchup.

The Bulldogs got four goals 
from Alejandra Ceballos, two 
goals apiece from Evelyn Roldan, 
Angela Prado, and Maribell Mal-
donado and solo goals from Sal-
ma Gonzalez and Maria Ochoa.

GIRLS SOCCER

Vikings Clinch 
DL Championship

See SOCCER, PAGE 8
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The nonprofit is seeking to 
partner with both the city of Holt-
ville and the Imperial Irrigation 
District for the project, since the 
targeted segments of the Alamo 
River pass through both city- and 
IID-owned property.

Wells said that the proposed 
habitat restoration project would 
be a welcome addition and fur-
ther add to the city’s outdoor 
recreational activities and appeal 
when combined with the wet-
lands and Pete Mellinger Alamo 
River Trail expansion projects.

Further discussions with River 
Partners representatives are ex-
pected and will help finalize proj-
ect details, such as whether the 
nonprofit or the city will seek the 
requisite grant funds to finance 
the proposed project.

“Our involvement is kind of up 
in the air at this point,” Wells said.

The three council members 
who voted for the resolution in 
support of the proposed project 

included Mayor Mike Goodsell, 
Mayor Pro Tem Richard Layton, 
and Council member Ginger 
Ward. Council members Mike 
Pacheco and Murray Anderson 
were absent during the May 10 
meeting.

Wells conceded that he was 
somewhat skeptical about the 
benefits of the city’s existing Pete 
Mellinger Alamo River Trail 
when it was originally proposed. 
But since then, its increasing pop-
ularity, beauty and uniqueness 
have convinced him of its value 
for the city. 

“It’s hard to believe you’re in 
Holtville or Imperial County,” 
Wells said.

The existing trail starts near the 
skatepark on Fourth Street, fol-
lows the Alamo River as it passes 
under the Orchard Road Bridge 
and toward the trestle bridge, 
where it then loops back into the 
city. 

Once completed, the expand-
ed trail project will also connect 
to the city’s wetlands project. The 
trail project calls for the creation a 
fork in the existing trail under the 

Alamo River Trestle Bridge that 
will allow users to continue along 
the top of the bridge, once it’s re-
stored, and along the riverbank 
as it passes by the city’s wetlands 
project.

The city is currently awaiting 
contract documents from the Cal-
ifornia Natural Resources Agen-
cy, which provided a $1.2 million 
grant for the project, to proceed 
with the trail expansion project. 
The trestle bridge’s restoration 
will also be funded by a $720,000 
settlement the city received as a 
result of a fire that had damaged 
the wooden bridge.

Additionally, the city’s wet-
lands project seeks to enhance 
the Alamo River’s natural hab-
itat on about 27 acres north of 
Zenos Road and is being funded 
through a $3 million grant from 
the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation. 
Construction of the project is ex-
pected to get underway in August, 
following the conclusion of the 
burrowing owl’s nesting season.

A concept paper that River 
Partners submitted to the city in 
April stated that the habitat resto-

ration project will be implement-
ed over a four-year period. Once 
funding is secured, the planning 
and permitting process will be-
gin and require about one year 
to complete, the concept paper 
stated.  

While permits are being ob-
tained, River Partners represen-
tatives will collect native plant 
cuttings and seeds from the Ala-
mo River watershed and contract 
with a local nursey to grow the 
seedlings and deliver them to the 
project site as potted stock.

“Simultaneously, River Part-
ners science staff will establish a 
pre-restoration biological base-
line for plant and animal species 
located on the project site,” the 
concept paper stated. “The base-
line data will be reviewed annual-
ly to determine the project’s ben-
efit to biodiversity and changes in 
wildlife populations.”

Project implementation is es-
timated to get underway in the 
second year and include the pro-
posed sites’ removal of invasive 
species, leveling the land and ap-
plying soil amendments and tree 

rows, and installing a temporary 
drip-irrigation system. 

Once the drip-irrigation sys-
tem is in place, River Partners will 
plant the potted stock, irrigate, 
and maintain the site through end 
of project, which is typically three 
years from planting, the concept 
paper stated. The nonprofit’s staff 
will also begin an ongoing moni-
toring and reporting program.

“Specific provisions in the proj-
ect design will include a strong 
public open space and recreation-
al component including inter-
pretation of local cultural and/
or biological resources and a trail 
allowing people to engage the 
space,” the concept paper stated.  

Aside from the city-owned land 
north of Zenos Road, the habitat 
restoration project is seeking to 
use about 44 acres on two con-
tinuous parcels north of Highway 
115 that belong to the IID. 

To date, the IID has been work-
ing informally with River Part-
ners, as no formal participation 
has been requested, IID spokes-
person Robert Schettler said in an 
email on Tuesday, May 11.

ALAMO
From page 1

“I marked a bubble in a survey 
that said I was facing housing in-
security,” Gibbs said. “Three days 
later they gave me the keys.”  

The keys that Gibbs referred to 
were for a travel trailer that she 
has been temporarily occupying 
for the past two months at Des-
ert Trails RV Park in El Centro. 
In September, IVC entered into 
a yearlong lease agreement with 
the RV park to help shelter stu-
dents facing housing insecu-
rity or being impacted by the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Gibbs, who is currently taking 
classes to earn a certificate as a 
business office technician, said 
once her housing was secured, 
she was able to acquire a car and 
a full-time job as a receptionist, 
in short order. 

She also said she is on a rela-
tively short list of IVC students 
who will become the first-ever 
tenants of the of 26 tiny homes 
that comprise the campus’ Lo-
tus Living, Rise Above Resilient 
Community.

An Inspiration for the Nation
The Lotus Living tiny homes 

initiative appears to be the first 
of its kind in the country desig-
nated specifically for community 
college students who are facing 
housing insecurity, IVC officials 
said.

Small wonder then that repre-
sentatives of the campus, as well 
as El Centro and IVC Foundation 
officials, were highly enthused 
about their joint effort during the 
project’s ribbon-cutting ceremo-
ny on Friday, May 7.

Considering that 65 percent of 
homeless individuals become so 
between the ages of 18 to 25, the 
tiny homes will serve as a crucial 
lifeline in the community, IVC 
President/Superintendent Mar-
tha Garcia said. 

And by investing in non-tra-
ditional students, stakeholders 

have helped further ensure that 
those students can contribute to 
the social and economic develop-
ment of the Valley, she said.

“Collectively, we have created 
a community of pride, a commu-
nity of care, a community that 
will serve as a model not only for 
the state of California but for the 
nation,” Garcia said during her 
remarks at the ceremony.

Some 120 IVC students have 
identified as homeless, the cam-
pus previously reported. Campus 
officials had screened 91 students 
who had applied to live in the 
tiny homes village, said James 
Dalske, IVC interim dean of stu-
dent affairs, enrollment services 
and campus safety.

The campus is expecting that 
number to be whittled down 
in about a month to the 26 stu-
dents who will become the tiny 
homes’ initial occupants. Though 
a priority for housing has been 
placed on individuals formerly 
in the foster care system, not all 
of the tiny homes’ occupants are 
expected to be exclusively former 

foster youths, Dalske said.
Construction is being final-

ized at the site, located at 1998 
N. 12th St. in El Centro, and stu-
dents are not expected to move 
in until a couple months, IVC 
officials said. 

The campus is also consider-
ing applying for additional grant 
money that would allow it and 
its partners to expand on its tiny 
home housing initiative. 

“This is our first phase of that 
development of coming in and 
showing that it could be done 
here locally,” Dalske said during 
an interview following the rib-
bon cutting ceremony. “Hope-
fully, we can duplicate it once we 
show that this is a success and 
move it farther forward.”

The Lotus Living community 
was made possible with a $2.6 
million grant the city of El Cen-
tro received, in partnership with 
college and the IVC Foundation, 
from the state’s Homekey Pro-
gram. 

The statewide program initially 
was allocated some $600 million 

by Gov. Gavin Newsom to iden-
tify and expand housing for per-
sons experiencing homelessness 
and impacted by COVID-19.

On Tuesday, May 11, Newsom 
proposed the allocation of an ad-
ditional $8.75 billion to expand 
on the Homekey Program. The 
governor seeks to convert exist-
ing buildings into 46,000 units 
of housing, according to news 
reports.

It Takes a Village to Raise a 
Village

If not for the collaboration 
among key stakeholders, it is 
doubtful whether the tiny homes 
project would’ve materialized in 
such a relatively smooth fashion, 
many said during the ribbon-cut-
ting ceremony on May 7.

Aside from the state Homekey 
Program funds, the tiny homes 
village was also assisted by 
$458,000 of Homeless Emergen-
cy Aid Program funds awarded 
by Imperial County through the 
Continuum of Care Council, as 
well as a $524,114 grant from the 
Enterprise, a non-profit affiliat-

ed with the state’s Housing and 
Community Development De-
partment. 

Its undertaking represented 
a “perfect example” of how “ex-
traordinary things” are possible 
when the community comes to-
gether, El Centro Mayor Cheryl 
Viegas-Walker said.

“That’s what happens in a com-
munity like ours that truly holds 
together as the underdogs that I 
think we always view ourselves 
to be,” Viegas-Walker said during 
her remarks at Friday’s event.

Echoing the mayor’s state-
ments was Adriana Nava, the 
city’s community services di-
rector. During the ribbon-cut-
ting, Nava praised City Manager 
Marcela Piedra, IVC president 
Garcia and past and present City 
Council members for having the 
foresight to undertake and follow 
through on such a student hous-
ing initiative, especially amid the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

“This was just a piece a dirt be-
fore, and now we have this beau-
tiful little village,” Nava said.

TINY HOMES
From page 1

Dignitaries with the city of El Centro, Imperial Valley College, community stakeholders and possible early residents of the Lotus Living, Rise Above Resilient Community 
in El Centro gather during a ribbon-cutting ceremony for the community on Friday, May 7. | CATHI PHILLIPS LARIOS PHOTO

Fortunately, for this year’s se-
niors, there is some semblance of 
normalcy returning.

“Our students and families 
have missed out on so many 
experiences and milestone mo-
ments over the past year. Hav-
ing the opportunity to return to 
graduation ceremonies and other 
celebrations, despite current lim-
itations, is exciting and welcomed 
by all,” said Dr. Todd Finnell, Im-
perial County Superintendent of 
Schools, in an emailed statement 
to this newspaper. 

“Our students, their families, 
and the entire education com-
munity have a renewed apprecia-
tion for these moments that form 
such important lifelong memo-
ries,” Finnell continued.

The Holtville High School class 
of 2021 will graduate at 7 p.m. 
June 3 on Birger Field, the high 
school’s football stadium. Tick-
ets to attend the event are being 

limited to two for each graduat-
ing senior’s immediate household 
only. 

The graduation event will 
also be livestreamed on the high 
school’s Facebook page.

For the Valley’s largest graduat-
ing class, which is about 619 se-
niors this year, a return to in-per-
son commencement ceremonies 
will require splitting the gradua-
tion in two parts. Calexico High 
School has tentatively scheduled 
its graduation on June 10 and 
June 11.

“Calexico Unified School Dis-
trict is currently organizing the 
high school graduation. All in-
door and outdoor venue proto-
cols provided by the State of Cal-
ifornia COVID Guidelines will 
be followed,” the district stated in 
an email. “There is currently a 33 
percent capacity limit to all par-
ticipants; this number includes 
family members and students.”

Each ceremony will start at 
7:30 p.m. at Ward Field, where 
each student will receive two 

tickets each, according to the dis-
trict.

Calexico’s Aurora High School, 
with its much smaller class, will 
have also commencement cere-
monies at Ward Field on June 8. 
However, Principal John Moreno 
said because Ward Field can seat 
2,500 people, his students will be 
awarded four tickets each.

Vincent Memorial Catholic 
High in Calexico will be hosting 
its graduation at 10 a.m. May 28 
at the Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Catholic Church during the an-
nual graduation Mass. Atten-
dance is limited to the graduating 
seniors’ parents.

For Imperial High School, 
“graduation is scheduled for 
June 4 at 7:30 p.m. at Shimamo-
to-Simpson stadium and sched-
uled to be in person with limited 
seating to abide by health pro-
tocols due to COVID-19. Each 
graduate will get two tickets and 
the event will be livestreamed on 
our website,” Imperial Unified 
Superintendent Bryan Thomason 

wrote in an email. 
Both Central Union and South-

west high schools will be hosting 
their graduation ceremonies at 
7 p.m. June 2 at their respective 
stadiums.

Seating is limited to two tick-
ets per graduating senior. The 
graduation ceremony will also be 
livestreamed on the high schools’ 
websites with the help of the Con-
veyor Group, said Central Union 
High School District Superinten-
dent Ward Andrus.

While the high school’s have 
returned to something close to 
traditional, the local colleges are 
still approaching commencement 
ceremonies with extra caution.

On Monday, May 17, San Di-
ego State University-Imperial 
Valley campus in Calexico will 
be having what the university is 
calling “CARmencement 2021.” 
A time and location were not im-
mediately available by deadline.

For Imperial Valley College, 
the campus is going the virtual 
route again this year.

IVC will be partnering with a 
production company named Full 
Measure to host a drive-through 
yet virtual commencement at 
8:30 a.m. June 12, according to 
college spokesperson Elizabeth 
Espinoza.

“In light of current challeng-
es surrounding the COVID-19 
pandemic, Imperial Valley Col-
lege believes virtual commence-
ment is the best option at this 
time. Considering the current 
tiers that surround the Imperi-
al Valley, IVC intends to hold a 
drive-through commencement, 
if current health conditions per-
mit,” according to a message sent 
to students and staff and shared 
by Espinoza.

“The goal is to celebrate gradu-
ates in the safest and most mean-
ingful way possible,” the message 
continues.

Graduates will apparently be 
contacted by Full Measure with 
directions on how student infor-
mation will be collected prior to 
the virtual commencement.

GRADUATION
From page 1
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STAFF REPORT

IMPERIAL — The City of 
Imperial was the recipient of 
the Award of Excellence by the 
American Society of Civil Engi-
neers-San Diego Section for the 
Imperial Transit Park Project. 

Civil engineering achievement 
within the ASCE-San Diego Sec-
tion area is recognized annually. 
The basis for the award is an en-
gineering project that “demon-
strates the greatest engineering 
skills and represents the greatest 
contribution to civil engineering 
progress and mankind,” accord-
ing to a press release from the 
city. 

The Imperial Transit Park lo-
cated on East Barioni Boulevard 
between L Street and M Street 
serves as a vital transportation 
hub allowing the citizens of the 
City of Imperial with limited or 
no means of transportation, to 
expand their access to places of 
employment, recreation, educa-
tion, family, and other goods and 
services. 

“This project’s success was due 
to staff perseverance and key 
stakeholder collaboration. The 
project area is considered an ex-
tension of our city’s downtown. 
It has been transformative pro-
viding an open space amongst 
an otherwise heavy commercial 
area, as well as much-needed 
access for our residents and stu-
dents in our community,” stat-
ed Mayor Karin Eugenio in the 
press release. 

The award was announced on 
Friday, May 7.

Key stakeholders include the 
city, Imperial County Transpor-

tation Commission, the state 
Department of Transportation, 
and Imperial Valley Transit. The 
Imperial Transit Park Project 
was completed in April 2019. 

The project includes four ded-
icated bus bays for passenger 
loading and unloading, a passen-
ger plaza area with shade/weath-
er shelters, benches, and drink-
ing fountains to provide comfort 
for the passengers awaiting their 
bus. Other amenities include 
decorative solar site lighting, 
drought-tolerant landscaping 
and irrigation, bike racks, and 
information kiosks. 

The station was designed to 
be fully accessible (Americans 
with Disabilities Act-compliant) 
to the disabled including ex-
tra-wide walkways, curb ramps, 
and designated waiting areas for 

those in wheelchairs. 
Full frontage street improve-

ments were included in the 
public right of way. The on-site 
storm drainage system collects 
and retains all storm flows in 
an underground retention and 
infiltration basin in compliance 
with the city’s stormwater qual-
ity standards and requirements.

ANNOUNCEMENT
 

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, 
the most advanced 

debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule 

a FREE LeafFilter 
estimate today. 15% 
off Entire Purchase. 

10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-855-

424-7581 
 

Become a Published 
Author. We want 

to Read Your 
Book! Dorrance 

Publishing-Trusted by 
Authors Since 1920 

Book manuscript 
submissions currently 

being reviewed. 
Comprehensive 

Services: Consultation, 
Production, Promotion 
and Distribution. Call 
for Your Free Author`s 

Guide 1-877-538-
9554 or visit http://

dorranceinfo.com/Cali
 

INVENTORS - FREE 
INFORMATION 

PACKAGE. Have 
your product idea 

developed affordably 
by the Research & 
Development pros 
and presented to 

manufacturers.  Call 
1-844-752-8272 for a 

Free Idea Starter Guide. 
Submit your idea for a 

free consultation.
 

Water Damage to Your 
Home?  Call for a quote 
for professional cleanup 

& maintain the value 
of your home!  Set an 

appt. today! Call 1-855-
401-7069

 

AUTOS WANTED
 

DONATE YOUR 
CAR OR TRUCK 

TO HERITAGE FOR 
THE BLIND. Free 3 
Day Vacation, Tax 
Deductible, Free 

Towing, All Paperwork 
Taken Care Of. CALL 

1-877-573-9104. 
 

WANTED! Old Porsche 
356/911/912 for 

restoration by hobbyist 
1948-1973 Only. Any 
condition, top $ paid! 

PLEASE LEAVE 
MESSAGE  

1-707-339-5994. Email: 
porscherestoration@

yahoo.com 
 

DONATE YOUR CAR, 
BOAT OR RV to receive 
a major tax deduction. 
Help homeless pets. 

Local, IRS Recognized. 
Top Value Guaranteed. 

Free Estimate and 
Pickup.   

LAPETSALIVE.ORG 
1-833-772-2632 

 
DONATE YOUR CAR 
TO KIDS  Fast Free 

Pickup – Running or Not 
- 24 Hour Response - 

Maximum Tax Donation 
– Help Find Missing 

Kids! Call 1-888-491-
1453.

 
CABLE/SATELLITE TV

 
DIRECTV - Watch your 

favorite live sports, 
news and entertainment 

anywhere. More top 
premium channels 

than DISH. Restrictions 
apply. Call IVS - 1-888-

641-5762.
 

INSURANCE
 

SAVE BIG on HOME 
INSURANCE! Compare 
20 A-rated insurances 

companies. Get a quote 
within minutes. Average 
savings of $444/year! 
Call 1-844-410-9609! 

(M-F 8am-8pm Central) 
 

MEDICAL/HEALTH
 

HERNIA REPAIR? 
DID YOU RECEIVE 
A HERNIA MESH 

PATCH between 2009- 
present? Did you suffer 

complications from 
removal surgery, bowel 
perforation, infection, 
abdominal wall tears, 
puncture of abdominal 

organs or intestinal 
fistulae after placement 

of this device? You 
may be entitled to 

compensation. Attorney 
Charles Johnson 1-800-

535-5727 
 

ATTENTION 
DIABETICS! Save 

money on your diabetic 
supplies! Convenient 

home shipping for 
monitors, test strips, 

insulin pumps, catheters 
and more! To learn 

more, call now!  
1-855-702-3408

 
Attention: Oxygen 

Users!  Gain freedom 
with a Portable Oxygen 
Concentrator!  No more 
heavy tanks and refills! 

Guaranteed Lowest 
Prices!  Call the Oxygen 

Concentrator Store:  
1-844-653-7402

 
Portable Oxygen 

Concentrator May Be 
Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence 

and mobility with the 

compact design and 
long-lasting battery 
of Inogen One. Free 

information kit! Call 844-
327-2824. 

 
Lowest Prices on Health 

Insurance. We have 
the best rates from top 
companies! Call Now! 

1-888-989-4807
 

Life Alert. One press 
of a button sends help 
FAST, 24/7! At home 
and on the go. Mobile 

Pendant with GPS. 
FREE First Aid Kit (with 

subscription.) CALL 
833-518-1049 FREE 

Brochure. 
 

Premium Generic 
Viagra (100mg) or Cialis 
(20mg) 80 Tablets $99 
or 100 Tablets $119. 
Other Meds Available 

FREE SHIPPING 
Satisfaction Guaranteed 
(888) 424-4908 or Visit: 

USAServicesOnline.com. 
 

REAL ESTATE/LOANS
 

RETIRED COUPLE  
$1 MIL for business 

purpose Real 
Estate loans. Credit 
unimportant. V.I.P. 

Trust Deed Company 
www.viploan.com 

Call 1-818-248-0000 
Broker-principal 

DRE 01041073. No 
Consumer Loans. 

 
TAX SERVICES

 
ARE YOU BEHIND 
$10k OR MORE ON 
YOUR TAXES? Stop 
wage & bank levies, 
liens & audits, unfiled 

tax returns, payroll 
issues, & resolve tax 

debt FAST. Call 1-855-
970-2032.

CLASSIFIED ADS

rows, and installing a temporary 
drip-irrigation system. 

Once the drip-irrigation sys-
tem is in place, River Partners will 
plant the potted stock, irrigate, 
and maintain the site through end 
of project, which is typically three 
years from planting, the concept 
paper stated. The nonprofit’s staff 
will also begin an ongoing moni-
toring and reporting program.

“Specific provisions in the proj-
ect design will include a strong 
public open space and recreation-
al component including inter-
pretation of local cultural and/
or biological resources and a trail 
allowing people to engage the 
space,” the concept paper stated.  

Aside from the city-owned land 
north of Zenos Road, the habitat 
restoration project is seeking to 
use about 44 acres on two con-
tinuous parcels north of Highway 
115 that belong to the IID. 

To date, the IID has been work-
ing informally with River Part-
ners, as no formal participation 
has been requested, IID spokes-
person Robert Schettler said in an 
email on Tuesday, May 11.

ed with the state’s Housing and 
Community Development De-
partment. 

Its undertaking represented 
a “perfect example” of how “ex-
traordinary things” are possible 
when the community comes to-
gether, El Centro Mayor Cheryl 
Viegas-Walker said.

“That’s what happens in a com-
munity like ours that truly holds 
together as the underdogs that I 
think we always view ourselves 
to be,” Viegas-Walker said during 
her remarks at Friday’s event.

Echoing the mayor’s state-
ments was Adriana Nava, the 
city’s community services di-
rector. During the ribbon-cut-
ting, Nava praised City Manager 
Marcela Piedra, IVC president 
Garcia and past and present City 
Council members for having the 
foresight to undertake and follow 
through on such a student hous-
ing initiative, especially amid the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

“This was just a piece a dirt be-
fore, and now we have this beau-
tiful little village,” Nava said.

Dignitaries with the city of El Centro, Imperial Valley College, community stakeholders and possible early residents of the Lotus Living, Rise Above Resilient Community 
in El Centro gather during a ribbon-cutting ceremony for the community on Friday, May 7. | CATHI PHILLIPS LARIOS PHOTO

IVC will be partnering with a 
production company named Full 
Measure to host a drive-through 
yet virtual commencement at 
8:30 a.m. June 12, according to 
college spokesperson Elizabeth 
Espinoza.

“In light of current challeng-
es surrounding the COVID-19 
pandemic, Imperial Valley Col-
lege believes virtual commence-
ment is the best option at this 
time. Considering the current 
tiers that surround the Imperi-
al Valley, IVC intends to hold a 
drive-through commencement, 
if current health conditions per-
mit,” according to a message sent 
to students and staff and shared 
by Espinoza.

“The goal is to celebrate gradu-
ates in the safest and most mean-
ingful way possible,” the message 
continues.

Graduates will apparently be 
contacted by Full Measure with 
directions on how student infor-
mation will be collected prior to 
the virtual commencement.

have reached up to four hours to 
cross, according to the letter. 

A majority of the revenue 
stream for Calexico comes from 
Mexicali residents coming to 
Imperial County to shop, eat, 
and seek services, Escobar in-
dicated. So, any changes to the 
border times are always going to 
hit Calexico hard. 

While there has been some 
assistance with three stimulus 
checks and increased unem-
ployment benefits for Impe-
rial County residents, that’s a 
Band-Aid on the situation, he 
explained. 

“That’s artificial, and that’s 
going to stop,” Escobar said on 
Wednesday morning, May 12. 
“That’s why it’s so important 
that we open the border safely.”

There are a multitude of prob-
lems caused by decreased hours 
at the Calexico East port, he 
said. And while he understands 
the health and safety concerns 
attributed to COVID, with the 
numbers continuing to track 
down and the amount of vac-
cine supply continuing to be 
available, it’s time to push the 
envelope to get the port hours 
expanded.

“Aside from residents who 
travel back and forth between 
the (land port of entries) for 
professional, medical, or per-
sonal purposes, a large percent-

age of workers employed by 
agricultural companies locat-
ed in Imperial County live in 
Mexicali and cross the border 
every day,” according to the let-
ter. “As we are approaching the 
summer months and tempera-
tures begin to rise in Imperial 
County, farmers and ranchers 
often implement night and ear-
ly-morning production sched-
ules limiting worker activity and 
to protect their employees when 
temperatures reach 95 degrees 
and above.

“As these new, temporary 
hours have been implemented 
for more than a year now and 
COVID-19 related restrictions 
are slightly loosening nationally 
as more in our communities get 
vaccines, are there plans to ad-
just this?” the letter continues. 
“Any changes or modifications 
made at the (land port of en-
tries) directly impacts our local 
economy, and potentially our 
air quality with the idling vehi-
cles, and it is imperative that the 
County of Imperial is informed 
of any plans to modify opera-
tions at any of the three local 
(land port of entries).”

Intergovernmental Relations 
Director Rebecca Terrazas-Bax-
ter told the board on Tuesday 
that the office of the U.S. Cus-
toms and Border Protection 
Acting Director of Field Oper-
ations has confirmed that the 
letter was received, and a formal 
written response is pending.

POE
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T o the world it seems like I 
am fine, but inside I could 
be falling apart. Even 

though we have heard the saying 
hundreds of times, “don’t judge 
a book by its cover,” we still too 
often do. 

As I sit here thinking about 
what my life has been like for 
the past 22 years, I can’t help but 

think back to when I was a seem-
ingly normal 18-year-old, living 
my life. Then, from one day to 
the next, I wasn’t. 

It has taken me the better part 
of two decades to understand it. 
I had no clue what mental health 
was until I was told I had mental 
health conditions that would 
probably be with me the rest of 
my life. 

Knowing I had agoraphobia 
and panic disorder, I spent a very 
long time hiding, feeling that I 
was flawed, and unworthy. I kept 
my mental health challenges 
from the world for fear of being 
judged or made fun of. 

It wasn’t until I stumbled upon 
an opportunity to talk about it to 
someone who actually listened 
and cared that things changed. I 
started a peer-led support group 
for people like myself, with the 
help of an amazing mentor and 
friend. 

I learned about the National 

Alliance on Mental Illness, better 
known as NAMI, and what they 
do for those who live with these 
invisible conditions. I started 
learning more about myself, and 
my illnesses. 

The more I learned the more 
I started to feel empowered. I 
wanted to do more, so I became a 
Peer & Family Support Specialist, 
and Certified Crisis Counselor. 

Our support group grew and 
not only was I helping others, but 
myself as well. I no longer hid 
from the world, I began sharing 
my story with others, becoming a 
voice for the voiceless. 

It became a passion, and it is 
now my mission to bring more 
mental health support, educa-
tion, and advocacy to the Imperi-
al Valley. We are a rural commu-
nity with a lack of resources and 
knowledge about just how much 
our mental health can impact our 
lives. More needs to be done for 
our community especially now. 

We were hit hard by 
COVID-19, and now we have 
a mental health crisis on our 
hands. Prior to the pandemic, 
one in five of us were living with 
a mental health condition. Now 
those numbers are more like one 
in three. 

As a NAMI Connections 
support group facilitator, I have 
seen firsthand just how many 
people are struggling and in need 
of support. So now that we are 
starting to see a light at the end 
of this very dark tunnel, we must 
come together as a community 
and help one another, show em-
pathy, and keep talking about the 
importance of mental health.

May is Mental Health Aware-
ness Month and I am very 
excited because NAMI Walks 
Your Way is officially coming to 
Imperial County. You may not 
be aware, but NAMI San Diego 
& Imperial Valley is here locally 
working to provide support, 

education, and resources to the 
people. So, we hope that you will 
join us for this virtual event on 
May 22, to support mental health 
for all, and to help stop the stig-
ma that surrounds mental illness. 

Lastly, I want to say to my 
fellow mental health warriors, 
you aren’t alone, and the more 
we share our stories, the more 
we normalize them. So, keep 
sharing.

Brianna N. Castro of El Centro 
is a Peer & Family Support Spe-
cialist, Certified Crisis Counselor 
and National Alliance on Mental 
Illness Connections support 
group facilitator for NAMI San 
Diego & Imperial Valley. Notice 
the semicolon tattoo in Brianna’s 
photo; the punctuation mark has 
become the universal symbol for 
those who have struggled with 
and overcome mental health 
issues, including anxiety, de-
pression, addition, suicide, and 
self-injury.

GUEST COLUMN

The Illnesses You Can’t See
May is Mental Health Awareness Month, and May 22 is NAMI Walks Your Way! 

BY BRIANNA N. CASTRO

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

ON THE BUDGET OF Holtville Unified School District /ROP of
Imperial County
The governing board of Holtville Unified District/ROP will hold a
public hearing on the BUDGET OF THE DISTRICT FOR THE
YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 2022, prior to final adoption as required
by Education Code Section 42103.

The public hearing will be held at:

HUSD Board Room
621 E. 6th Street

Holtville, CA 92250 
Date: June 21, 2021

Time: 6:00 p.m.  

The public is cordially invited to attend this meeting.

The proposed budget will be on file and available for public inspec-
tion at the following location(s) and dates should members of the
public wish to review the  budget prior to the public hearing.

Location: HUSD Office - 6621 E. 6th Street, Holtville, CA 92250
Dates available for inspection: June 16, 2021
During the hours of 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

J. Todd Finnell, Ed.D.
County of Superintendent of School

Legal 9034 Publish: May 13, 2021

REGION

Imperial Transit Park Receives 
Civil Engineering Award

The Imperial Transit Center, which was finished in April 2019, on East Barioni 
Boulevard between L Street and M Street is shown. The project recently won the 
Award of Excellence by the American Society of Civil Engineers-San Diego Section 
for outstanding civil engineering design. | COURTESY PHOTO 
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bles and two runs scored. Junior 
Andrea Lopez finished with a 
double and a triple and scored 
twice.

Eight of the nine Vikings in the 
batting order had at least one hit 
with each of the top four in the 
lineup delivering two hits each. 

“These girls are fearless,” Sny-
der said. “They get in that batter’s 
box and they are going to bring 
it no matter who they are facing.”

In the game on Tuesday, May 4, 
only one Viking had multiple hits 
as freshman Kaitlyn Havens had 
two hits and drove in two runs. 
Sophomores Sofie Irungaray and 
Demi Johnston both drove in 
runs for the 5-1 Holtville victory.

Kalli Strahm pitched a com-
plete game for the victory on 

May 4, allowing one run on six 
hits with two strikeouts and two 
walks.

For the Bulldogs on Tuesday, 
their only run came when Valdez 
drove in Lopez with a double in 
the first inning to take a quick 
1-0 lead.

Holtville responded with a run 
in the bottom of the first, two in 
the third and solo runs in the 
fifth and sixth to grab the 5-1 
win.

Up next for the Vikings is a 
home game set for 6 p.m. on 
Tuesday, May 11, against Palo 
Verde of Blythe, with the return 
game in Blythe set for 6 p.m. on 
Thursday, May 13. 

Calexico travels to El Centro 
to take on Central Union High at 
6 p.m. on Tuesday, May 11, then 
hosts the Spartans at 6 p.m. on 
Friday, May 14. 

SOFTBALL
From page 5

Espinoza gave up four runs on 
six hits, striking out eight and 
walking three.

Seniors Erik Garcia and Nor-
bert Irungaray and junior Dono-
van Johnston all had two hits and 

scored twice to pace the Holtville 
offense. 

The Vikings host Palo Verde 
Valley at 6 p.m. Tuesday, May 
11, and host Calipatria at 6 p.m. 
Wednesday, May 12, before clos-
ing out the week on the road in 
Blythe against Palo Verde at 6 
p.m. on Friday, May 14. 

BASEBALL
From page 5

VIKINGS DOMINATE 
PALO VERDE

Holtville scored a 10-0 win 
over Palo Verde in Holtville on 
Monday, May 3. The Vikings built 
a 6-0 lead at halftime and cruised 
in with four more in the second 
half to get the 10-0 victory. 

Holtville had three goals and 
an assist from senior Amanda 
Strahm, two goals and an assist 
from Rachelle Gasca, and solo 
goals from Jasmine Castro, Mia 
Moreno, Jaqueline Montejano 
and Esperanza Duenas. 

The Vikings host Vincent Me-
morial at 6 p.m. Monday, May 
10, and travel to Blythe to take on 
Palo Verde at 4 p.m. Wednesday, 
May 12, in the final DL game of 
the season.

Calexico finishes its league sea-
son with two home games, host-
ing Palo Verde at 5 p.m. May 10, 
and Vincent Memorial at 6 p.m. 
May 12. 

omore Skylar Hanson added 
eight points and four rebounds. 

Senior Litzy Velarde had a 
game-high nine rebounds and 
junior Mariel Estrada finished 
with five points and eight re-
bounds. 

Against the Scots, Walker 
finished with 22 points and six 
steals, while Anderson had 17 
points, seven assists, five re-
bounds and five steals. Sopho-
more Julia Moreno chipped in 
with eight points and sopho-
more Kaylee Hawk finished with 
six. 

Velarde had seven rebounds 
and six points and freshman 
Vanessa Gonzalez had three 
blocked shots. 

The Holtville boys’ team (3-1 
overall, 3-0 in IVL) defeated 
Brawley 69-36 and beat the 
Scots 58-47.

Against the Wildcats, the Vi-
kings built a 23-10 first-quarter 
lead and never looked back. Ju-
nior Dorian Maize and sopho-
more Angel Perez paced the Vi-
kings with 21 points each while 
senior Roman Ordonez finished 
with 12 points. 

A big second quarter led the 
surge for Holtville against the 
Scots as the Vikings blew open 
a close 13-11 game with a 27-9 
run in the second quarter for a 
40-20 halftime lead. Abraham 

Ramos led Holtville with 15 
points with Perez added 13 and 
Maize chipping in with 10. 

Both the boys’ and girls’ teams 
headed to Palm Desert on Sat-
urday, May 8, to take on Xavier 
Prep with both teams coming up 
short. The Viking boys lost 59-
52, while the girls were beaten 
55-21. 

Holtville travels to El Centro 
for a doubleheader with Central 
Union High on Monday, May 
10, with the girls’ game set for 
5 p.m. and the boys’ scheduled 
for 7 p.m. Thursday, May 13, the 
Vikings travel to Calipatria with 
the girls’ game beginning at 5 
p.m. and the boys set to tip off at 
7 p.m.

SOCCER
From page 5

BASKETBALL
From page 5

Holtville High School sophomore Mykenzie Wright (9) maneuvers the ball 
past Calexico High School sophomore Evelyn Roldan during a Desert League 
game in Holtville on Wednesday, May 5. | CATHI PHILLIPS LARIOS PHOTO

Holtville High School sophomore Kamryn Walker goes up for a reverse layup 
against Vincent Memorial Catholic during an Imperial Valley League game in 
Holtville on Thursday, May 6. | VALERIE MENDOZA PHOTO

On Monday, May 10, Holt-
ville’s Bradley-Keffer Unit 138 
auxiliary was recognized in 
that effort by the Holtville City 
Council as it declared the month 
of May as Red Poppy Month.

The council’s approval of the 
proclamation was made in hon-
or of National Poppy Day, on 
May 28, which pays tribute to 
armed service members who 
have served and died in combat 
since World War I. Red poppies 
are displayed annually on Na-
tional Poppy Day, commemo-
rated on the Friday before Me-
morial Day.  

Members of the American 
Legion were on hand during 
Monday’s meeting to receive the 
proclamation.

The auxiliary has been host-
ing events in Holtville on recent 
days to distribute red poppies, 
made from crepe paper, to the 
community. The red poppies are 
available from the auxiliary by 

making a small donation.
The commemorative poppies 

are made exclusively by hos-
pitalized veterans from World 
War II, the Vietnam, Korean and 
Persian Gulf wars, as well as the 
conflicts in Grenada, Lebanon, 
and Panama. 

In many cases the donations 
generated from the annual ini-
tiative represents the only in-
come of that hospitalized vet-
eran, the auxiliary reported in a 
written statement.

All contributions are used by 
the auxiliary to support the wel-
fare of the veterans and their 
families throughout California. 
Last year, the local American 
Legion auxiliary raised more 
than $1,000 from its distribution 
of poppies, said auxiliary presi-
dent Karen Gibbs.

The auxiliary will be accepting 
donations in exchange for pop-
pies at the upcoming farmers 
market at Holt Park on May 27, 
as well as on May 28 in front of 
the Holtville Chamber of Com-
merce, Gibbs said.

POPPIES
From page 1

Holtville Mayor Mike Goodsell presented Karen Gibbs, president of the American 
Legion auxiliary Bradley-Keffer Unit 138, with a proclamation on Monday, May 
10 recognizing May as Red Poppy Month. | PHOTO COURTESY OF KAREN GIBBS
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