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HOLTVILLE — For many students, 
distance learning and cancelled activ-
ities may rightfully be considered the 
hallmarks of the 2020-21 school year, 
even as they return to campuses in lim-
ited fashion. 

But for the scores of Holtville High 
seniors who participated in a senior 
parade on Friday afternoon, May 15, 
and followed that up with their prom 
on Saturday night, May 15, the would-
be graduates have also been given a 
much-needed sense of normalcy.

Eighteen-year-old senior Leonela 
“Leo” Gonzalez said the cheerful gath-

ering for prom was a blessing for her, af-
ter a year that was largely void of many 
traditional senior experiences.

“Overall, it’s been super different, 
but I’m really grateful for the oppor-
tunity we have gotten,” Gonzalez said 
on Monday, May 17. “I felt really hap-
py just being able to see everyone.”

The relatively compact senior pa-
rade that wound through the streets 
last Friday was a chance for many 
of the participants to proclaim what 
colleges they would attending with 
brightly colored posters and banners 
announcing as much. That event was 
reportedly coordinated by the school’s 
Associated Student Body.

GRATEFUL GRADS
Parents are Helping to Make 

COVID-Challenged Year Special

Holtville High senior Erik Castro rides shotgun during a senior parade on Friday afternoon, May 14. | CATHI PHILLIPS LARIOS PHOTOS

Holtville High senior Leonela “Leo” Gon-
zalez waves, pompom in hand, from the 
back of a Jeep during a senior parade 
organized by the school’s Associated Stu-
dent Body on Friday afternoon, May 14.

Virtual Roundtable on 
Embattled Lake to Take 

Place on Tuesday, May 25
BY ELIZABETH VARIN

HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

New funding proposed at the Salton Sea 
could bring about 8,000 acres of projects 
to the drying body of water, but one Im-
perial County official is saying more will 
be needed for more permanent measures.

As part of the biggest economic recov-
ery package in California history, Gov. 
Gavin Newsom’s $100 billion California 
Comeback Plan proposes $220 million for 
the Salton Sea to fund projects to improve 
conditions in the region over a two-year 
period. The plan includes $50 million pro-
posed for the 2021-2022 fiscal year.

The funding will bolster the state’s ef-

fort to implement phase one of the Salton 
Sea Management Program, which calls 
for the construction of nearly 30,000 
acres of habitat and dust-suppression 
projects on the exposed lakebed by 2028.

ENVIRONMENT

Salton Sea-Area Supe Says New 
Funding Good But Not Enough

A geothermal energy facility (left), agricultur-
al land and an under-construction 4,100-acre 
habitat project at the southern end of the Salton 
Sea can be seen from above the earth on Friday 
afternoon, May 14. | CAMILO GARCIA JR. PHOTO

Sheriff’s Office 'Awaiting 
DNA From Potential 
Relatives' to Name Man   
BY RICHARD MONTENEGRO BROWN 
& JULIO MORALES
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — Authorities have yet to 
positively identify the man who was found 
burned beyond recognition inside a trailer 
on property behind a home on East Thiesen 
Road north of Holtville on Friday, May 14.

Although the man is known to many in 
the public, this newspaper is choosing to 
withhold his name until the Imperial County 
Sheriff ’s Office confirms his identity through 
genetic testing.

The county Sheriff ’s Office’s coroner’s di-
vision is “awaiting DNA from potential rel-
atives to do comparison with DNA checks,” 
Chief Deputy Sheriff Robert Benavidez stat-
ed in an email late Wednesday morning, 
May 19.

LOCAL

Victim’s Identity, 
Cause Pending in 
Fatal Trailer Fire

The shell of a burned-out motorhome trailer sits 
to the rear of a property in the 1700 block of East 
Thiesen Road north of Holtville on Saturday morn-
ing, May 15. Firefighters discovered the body of a 
man burned beyond recognition inside the fully en-
gulfed trailer on Friday evening, May 14. The man 
has yet to be identified by the Imperial County Sher-
iff’s Office. | CAMILO GARCIA JR. PHOTO

Amid First Child COVID Death 
Confirmation, 12-15-Year-Olds 

Start Getting Doses

BY RICHARD MONTENEGRO BROWN
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

The first confirmed pediatric death from 
COVID in Imperial County this week has 
been a grim reminder that the pandemic is 
still upon us in an all-too-real way, and the 
young are very much vulnerable to its effects.

Although Imperial County Public Health 
has said the child, who was under the age of 
9 at the time of death several weeks ago, “was 
found to have no underlying health condi-
tions,” officials are advising of the continued 
urgency to vaccinate the public and eligible 
youths.

COVID

Tragic News Underscores 
Local Youth Vaccine Effort

See FIRE, PAGE 7See GRADS, PAGE 2

See SALTON SEA, PAGE 6 See VACCINE, PAGE 7

Ana Leia Gonzalez, 12, was vaccinated at a clinic 
at Southwest High’s Jimmie Cannon theater on 
Saturday, May 15 to both protect and serve as 
moral support for her severely autistic brother, 
Santiago, 16. Ana Leia was vaccinated first. | 
PHOTO COURTESY OF JIMMY GONZALEZ
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Yet it’s been the events put on 
by parents in the community — 
such as a welcome back barbe-
cue earlier this year — that have 
helped make the challenges of 
COVID a little easier to bear.

Saturday’s formal dance was 
hosted at the Barbara Worth 
Country Club and organized by 
a small group of parents — many 
of the same who helped with the 
previous luncheon — who want-
ed to provide graduating seniors 
with fond memories as their fi-
nal year of high school came to a 
close. 

The event also took the place of 
a similar event that Holtville High 
was considering hosting but that 
would’ve included additional re-
strictions on slow dancing, food 
and beverages, and attendance 
amid the pandemic.

Though Gonzalez said she like-
ly would’ve attended the high 
school’s sponsored event, had it 
gone forward, its limited activities 
would’ve put a slight damper on 
her and attendees’ overall moods.

“It would’ve been a little sad 
not getting that full experience of 
prom,” the president of the Holt-
ville High FFA chapter said.

Instead, the more than 100 se-
niors in attendance were treated 
to a dinner of chicken and pasta, 
and a designated dance floor that 
kept them on their feet until mid-
night.

“I was very grateful for the par-

ents who actually took the time to 
put this together,” said Gonzalez, 
who will be enrolling in the fall 
at University of California, Ir-
vine, where she will major in early 
childhood education in the hopes 
of one day becoming a kindergar-
ten teacher. “It was kind of like 
our last big event.”

Fellow senior Abraham Ramos 
also said the prom provided him 
with an opportunity to see a lot 
of friends and people that he nor-
mally would’ve seen at school but 
hadn’t in a while. 

“I felt relief being able to see my 
friends and be able to talk to them 
and hang out with them,” Ramos 
said on Tuesday, May 18.

Like many others concerned 
about potentially contracting the 
coronavirus, Ramos said he and 
his family had spent much of the 
pandemic isolated in their homes.

Lately, the Vikings football 
wide receiver and running back, 
as well as basketball player, has 
been venturing out more often to 
see close friends and resume play-

ing in competitive sports. 
Ramos, who was accompanied 

to the prom with a friend who 
also went “solo,” or without a date, 
joined additional friends once 
there and stayed for the duration 
of the event, which lasted from 
5:30 p.m. until midnight. 

“I believe it was a great turn-
out,” said Ramos, who is an avid 
gamer and is scheduled to attend 
DigiPen Institute of Technology 
in Seattle, where he will study 
computer science and game de-
sign.

The cost of the prom ticket 
also came with a complimentary 
breakfast the morning of Sunday, 
May 16, which Ramos said he at-
tended with his mother, Bertha 
Ramos, who had helped organize 
the prom.

“What the parents did for us 
was amazing,” Abraham Ramos 
said. “Since we weren’t really able 
to do anything, they stepped up 
and gave us something to do as 
our last year as seniors.”

The parents who had organized 

the prom were largely the same 
group that had organized the lun-
cheon, also at the country club, on 
March 28, said Julie Chavez.

The small group had met with 
high school officials, who had 
notified the parents that the 
prom it was considering hosting 
would prohibit food or snacks, 
slow dancing and that beverages 
would be limited to water or soda, 
Chavez said.

Yet, the campus officials also 
let it be known that parents were 
more than welcome to organize 
an alternative event that could 
potentially be more to the stu-
dents’ liking.

“They kind of planted that in 
our heads,” Chavez said on Mon-
day, May 17.

Initially, one of the lead par-
ent organizers recommended the 
parent group try to find another 
parent who might want to take 
the lead for such an undertaking. 

But when no one stepped up, 
the parent group decided to tackle 
the effort among themselves and 

with the help of volunteers, much 
like they did with the senior lun-
cheon.

“We worked really well togeth-
er,” Chavez said about the infor-
mal committee of parents.

One parent, Mariana Garew-
al, established a bank account to 
deposit ticket sale proceeds and 
sponsorship donations so the ef-
fort would remain a transparent 
affair. Garewal would also often 
visit the high school campus after 
student dismissal to sell tickets, 
Chavez said.

The task of seeking sponsor-
ships was delegated to Chavez, 
since she has undertaken similar 
activities in the past on behalf of 
other local organizations.

In the end, attendance went 
beyond the group’s expectations, 
with some 130 tickets getting sold 
in advance, and another handful 
at the door the day of the event, 
Chavez said.

“Everything just started fall-
ing into place,” she said. “It was a 
good event, thank God.”
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POLICE BRIEFS

GRADS
From page 1

Holtville High’s seniors danced till around midnight on Saturday, May 15 at a parent-organized prom meant to offer the students more than the COVID limitations the 
school intended to impose. The event was put on at the Barbara Worth Country Club. | ASAHEL CHAVEZ PHOTO

STAFF REPORT

HOLTVILLE — The fol-
lowing reports were collect-
ed from the Imperial Coun-
ty Sheriff ’s Office call logs 
for the Holtville substation 
from May 10 through May 
17.

MONDAY, MAY 10
12:24 p.m.: Deputies were 

called to the Speedway gas 
station after somebody 
found methamphetamine 
and a hypodermic needle in 
the restroom.

TUESDAY, MAY 11
10:19 p.m.: A resident of 

West Seventh Street called 
deputies to report that her 
two grandsons were in a 
fight and one of them had 
a knife, but she was able to 
take it away from him. She 
advised that nobody was 
hurt and nobody needed 
medical attention. 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 12
2:44 a.m.: A Fern Avenue 

resident requested a patrol 
check of his residence due to 
“people spying on him.” 

THURSDAY, MAY 13
8:43 a.m.: An AutoZone 

regional manager called 
deputies in reference to an 
employee possibly dealing 
drugs out of the store on 
East Fifth Street. The man-
agement was advised of 
their options. 

MONDAY, MAY 17
2:12 p.m.: A Holt Avenue 

resident called the Sheriff ’s 
Department and stated that 
“a border patrol agent told 
him he was being stalked.” 
The subject also stated that 
he was home and felt like 
he was being stalked by un-
known subjects. 

Holtville High senior and scholarship recipient Inez Rosales 
was incorrectly identified in an article about the Woman’s 
Club of Holtville’s annual scholarship luncheon published on 
May 13.

CORRECTION
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with the help of volunteers, much 
like they did with the senior lun-
cheon.

“We worked really well togeth-
er,” Chavez said about the infor-
mal committee of parents.

One parent, Mariana Garew-
al, established a bank account to 
deposit ticket sale proceeds and 
sponsorship donations so the ef-
fort would remain a transparent 
affair. Garewal would also often 
visit the high school campus after 
student dismissal to sell tickets, 
Chavez said.

The task of seeking sponsor-
ships was delegated to Chavez, 
since she has undertaken similar 
activities in the past on behalf of 
other local organizations.

In the end, attendance went 
beyond the group’s expectations, 
with some 130 tickets getting sold 
in advance, and another handful 
at the door the day of the event, 
Chavez said.

“Everything just started fall-
ing into place,” she said. “It was a 
good event, thank God.”

LOCAL NEWS

Semana del 24 de mayo
Club de Mano Derecha de Calexico High School
Eva Lara, LCSW, Trabajadora, Social Clínico del Distrito Escolar Unificado De Calexico, 

Angel Presidente Arien, Ethan y Maryanne Miembros, Club de Mano Derecha
El equipo de Exprésate” y toda la comunidad de salud mental está 
muy impresionados por el creciente apoyo de compañeros de salud 
mental en muchas de nuestras escuelas locales. El Club de Mano 

Derecha es un club en la Preparatoria de Calexico donde los estudi-
antes son portavoces de los estudiantes. Estos estudiantes están 

dedicados a mejorar la experiencia del estudiante en la escuela, ya 
sea social, académicamente o en participación extracurricular. Sirven 

como defensores y ayudan en la recopilación de recursos de apoyo 
para ellos y sus compañeros de estudios. Únase a nosotros mientras 

hablamos para hacer que la salud mental de su campus sea más 
valorada para mejorar los resultados de los estudiantes.

GILGAR | May 17, 2021

Con Dalia Pesqueira 

 Streaming Services Battle Password Thieves

GILGAR

(422) 265-1525

Week of May 24
Right Hand Club of Calexico High School
Eva Lara, LCSW, Licensed Clinical Social Worker, Calexico Unified School

The team at Let’s Talk About It” and the entire Behavioral Health 
Community are so impressed by the behavioral health peer support 

growing in so many of our local schools. The Right Hand Club is a 
club at Calexico High School where students are spokespersons 
for the students. These students are dedicated to enhancing the 
student’s experience in school, whether socially, academically, or 

in extra curricular participation. They serve as advocates and assist 
in the gathering of supportive resources for themselves and their 

fellow students. Join us as we speak with their advisor and leaders 
about their passion and results in making the behavioral health of 
their campus more valued towards improving students outcomes.

LOCAL

LAW OFFICE OF KEN BAKER
Attorney at Law

Evictions • Probates • Bankruptcy
1615 Suite A, West Main Street

El Centro, CA 92243
Kenbakerattorney@gmail.com

kenbakerattorney.com

POLICE BRIEFS

Jimmy Lawrence Bonham, age 72, known to his many friends as
"Ole," passed away on March 2, 2021 at Mendocino Coast District
Hospital after a long illness.  

Jim was born in Brownwood, Texas to Louise and Kelton Bonham.
His family moved to California when he was a child and he spent his
younger years in different parts of the state where his parents were
missionaries. He graduated from Holtville High School in 1966 and
attended Imperial Valley College before transferring to California
Baptist University. He fell in love with the north coast of California and,
except for a ten year period when he lived on Kauai, he spent his adult
years in the Mendocino area.  

He was highly skilled in woodworking and welding, creating beauti-
ful pieces of art in studios he set up wherever he lived. He also used his talents to create signs, posters,
and flyers for businesses in Fort Bragg and Cleone. One of his masterpieces was the creation of "the
Blue Bus", a unique, tri-level space in which he lived and traveled in the 1970's. It was a beautiful
expression of practicality, creativity and was unique to the skillful artistry that he possessed.

Jim was a talented musician who especially enjoyed getting together in and around Mendocino to
play with other musicians. He was a vibrant personality whose great joy was drawing people togeth-
er for good times. He documented many of these gatherings with photography, another of his pas-
sions. 

Jim is survived by his beloved son, Kiva Ross-Bonham of Kauai, HA, Kiva's mother Harmony Ross,
his brother Robert "Kelton" Bonham of Vancouver, WA, sister, Barbara Nilson (Henry) of Holtville, CA,
nieces and nephews Jasmin Bonham, Kai Lieb of Germany, Sara Brown (Lance), Paul Nilson, Rachel
Garewal (Justin).

Much love and gratitude are given to his caregivers Sue, Goldie, and Noemi, as well as other friends.
Thanks are offered for the invaluable and kind help from Jack at Fort Bragg Cancer Resource. 

Jim was cremated at Chapel by the Sea, Ft Bragg, CA.  Private memorial services will be held with
family and friends in Kauai and Mendocino.

Jimmy L. "Ole" Bonham
9/5/1948 to 3/2/2021

Holtville High’s seniors danced till around midnight on Saturday, May 15 at a parent-organized prom meant to offer the students more than the COVID limitations the 
school intended to impose. The event was put on at the Barbara Worth Country Club. | ASAHEL CHAVEZ PHOTO

Holtville High senior and scholarship recipient Inez Rosales 
was incorrectly identified in an article about the Woman’s 
Club of Holtville’s annual scholarship luncheon published on 
May 13.

CORRECTION

BY JULIO MORALES
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — An unplanned 
trip for Holtville resident Robert 
De La Rosa to Mexicali on May 
13 ended with the discovery and 
recovery of his 1999 Toyota Co-
rolla that was previously reported 
stolen at knifepoint in El Centro 
on April 17.

On April 17, the car was being 
used by De La Rosa’s son, Isaiah 
De La Rosa, for his employment 
as an Uber Eats driver. 

During some down time in be-
tween deliveries, Isaiah stopped 
by a friend’s El Centro house 
and had left the keys in the car. 
Moments later, Isaiah reported-
ly heard the car’s engine start, 
prompting him and his friend 
to run outside and confront the 
thief, said Rosie Allegranza, Rob-
ert De La Rosa’s sister.

In an attempt to prevent the 
theft, Isaiah reportedly opened 
the driver’s door, prompting the 
thief to allegedly pull a knife and 
slightly cut Isaiah’s finger, Alle-
granza said. Isaiah’s friend, who 
had gotten into the car’s back seat, 
reportedly exited the vehicle after 
the knife was brandished.

The incident, which did not 
leave Isaiah seriously injured, was 
reported to El Centro police.

On the morning of May 13, 

the elder De La Rosa dropped his 
wife off at work in Calexico and 
then decided to walk across the 
border to Mexicali to visit a phar-
macy and grab something to eat.

As he was walking, he noticed 
his stolen car, Allegranza said. 
He subsequently used a spare key 
that he had with him to drive off 
with the car. Before attempting to 
cross into the United States, De 
La Rosa spoke with the El Centro 
Police Department, which ad-
vised him to alert Customs and 
Border Protection personnel of 
the situation and his conversation 
with El Centro police.

As he neared the vehicle in-
spection area, De La Rosa report-
edly felt some unease, especially 
after being told by El Centro po-
lice that if CBP decided to run the 
vehicle’s license plates first before 
talking to him, and discovered 
the car was reported stolen, they 
might draw their weapons during 
their encounter with De La Rosa, 
Allegranza said.

Ultimately, De La Rosa was 
able to explain the situation to 
CBP, which sent him to second-
ary inspection. There, he was met 
by a Calexico police officer who 
then provided clearance for De 
La Rosa to enter the U.S. with the 
vehicle, which still had its reg-
istration in the glove box, Alle-
granza said.

Holtville Man Recovers 
Stolen Car in Mexicali

Robert De La Rosa (right) poses with his son, Isaiah De La Rosa, next to the 1999 
Toyota Corolla that was reportedly stolen by knifepoint from Isaiah on April 17 in 
El Centro. The elder De La Rosa eventually discovered and recovered the stolen 
car in Mexicali on May 13. | CATHI PHILLIPS LARIOS PHOTO  
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DERMA’S FLOOR COVERINGS
IN BUSINESS SINCE 1978

Free Estimates!Free Estimates!
Open Monday-Friday, 

8 a.m. to 6 p.m.
760-355-2483 or 760-355-2484

220 No. J Street, Imperial, CA 92251

Spring into a 
New Driver’s Seat

DocuSign funding available

Ask about GAP | MRC

Promotional rates valid through end
of May 

with First Imperial Credit Union

3.49%
APR*

Terms Up  to 84 Months
Terms Up  to 84 Months
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Apply Online at ficu.com
*Annual Percentage Rate. Loan application subject to credit approval. 3.49% APR applies to new vehicles up to 84 months based on creditworthiness.  Current FICU loans not eligible for promotion. Other restrictions may 
apply. All vehicles �nanced are subject to inspection. Minimum loan amount of $5,000.  Payment per $1,000 �nanced with an 84 month term at 3.49% APR is $13.37. Rates and terms subject to change without notice. For 
additional details visit �cu.com or the Loan Liner agreement. FICU reserves the right to modify or end this promotion at any time without notice. Promotional rate valid 4/1/21 through 5/31/21. 

WHEN YOU SEE THIS ALERT,  
IT’S TIME TO TAKE ACTION.

To raise awareness and promote voluntary energy conservation this summer, 
the Imperial Irrigation District has created new Conserve Alert notifications. 
If a Conserve Alert notification is issued, customers will be notified through 
IID’s social media, website, mobile app, email, phone messages and the 
local news. 
Through energy conservation, we can all help maintain reliable electric 
service for everyone and avert rotating power outages.
For more information visit iid.com/ConserveAlert. IID

A century of service.
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SPORTS

HOLTVILLE SPORTS PAGE BROUGHT TO YOU BY:

(760) 356-1192 (760) 356-4381 (760) 337-3883 (760) 356-5800

Barbara Worth 
Country Club

(877) 482-5656

433 W. 5th Street,  
Holtville

(760) 356-4103

SOCCERSOFTBALL

BY MURRAY ANDERSON
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — Scoring double digits in 
each of its last four games, the Holtville High 
School softball team continues to dominate 
the opposition and made quick work of 
Southwest High with an 11-1 victory on Sat-
urday, May 15, here that was stopped due to 
the “10-run mercy” rule in the bottom of the 
sixth inning.

The rare Saturday morning game was to 
accommodate for scheduling conflicts for 

both teams, but it looked like the Vikings 
(16-1 overall and 11-0 in Imperial Valley 
League action) woke up ready to play while 
Southwest seemed sluggish.

While Holtville was banging out 11 runs 
on 11 hits, the Eagles (10-13 overall and 6-6 
in IVL) managed just one run on four hits 
and committed four errors.

“This team is so versatile and they are able 
to create an opportunity on the spot,” said 
Melissa Snyder, Holtville’s fourth-year head 
coach. “Today we were able to put the ball 
in play and run the bases and create chaos.”

Vikings Smashing 
Opponents on 
the Diamond

Holtville Continues Winning Streak, 
Defeats Southwest 11-1

BY MURRAY ANDERSON
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

CALEXICO — The quest for a CIF-
San Diego Section soccer championship 
begins this week as teams throughout 
the Imperial Valley seek the opportunity 
to bring home the ultimate trophy for 
this late, and COVID-shortened soccer 
season. 

Normally the soccer season would 
have been wrapped up by early March 
but with high school athletics not begin-
ning until late February, all seasons had 
to be condensed.

Let’s take a look at the Calexico and 
Holtville teams looking to advance in 
the respective divisional tournaments.

Holtville Girls’ Soccer
The Holtville High School girls’ soc-

cer team earned the top seed in the CIF-
San Diego Section Division V tourna-
ment with its undefeated Desert League 
record and outright championship. The 
Vikings went 9-0 in DL play and fin-
ished 10-7 overall.

The top four seeds in each tourna-
ment receive a bye to the quarterfinals, 
so the Vikings won’t play until they host 
a yet-to-be-determined opponent at 5 
p.m. Friday, May 21.

A play-in game takes place on Mon-
day, May 17, as Palo Verde Valley High 
of Blythe travels to Bayfront Charter of 
Chula Vista. The winner of that game 
will play at eighth-seeded Morse High 
of San Diego on Tuesday, May 18, and 
the winner of that game will travel to 
Holtville on Friday, May 21.

CIF Playoffs 
Begin for 
Local Teams

Two players battle for the ball during the 
Desert Cup matchup between Holtville High 
and Imperial High in Holtville on Wednesday, 
May 12. The two teams tied in the contest, 
1-1. | CATHI PHILLIPS LARIOS PHOTO

BY MURRAY ANDERSON
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — Scoring 
40 runs in three games, the 
Holtville High School base-
ball team cruised to a 3-0 
record during the week with 
a two-game sweep of Palo 
Verde of Blythe sandwiching 
a home victory over Calipa-
tria.

The victorious week runs 
the Vikings’ winning streak 
to seven games and im-
proves them to 11-6 overall 
and 7-3 in Imperial Valley 
League action.

On Tuesday, May 11, Holt-
ville scored a 13-0 home vic-
tory over Palo Verde Valley 
High of Blythe. The Vikings 
put up single runs in the first 
and second innings then blew 
the game open with four runs 
in the third and four in the 
fourth to build a 10-0 lead.

Junior J.R. Garewal led the 
offensive surge with two hits, 
including a home run, two 
runs scored, and four RBIs. 
Freshman Bryce Buscaglia 
had three hits, scored three 
runs and drove in two runs 
while sophomore Nick Pa-
checo also drove in two runs. 

BASEBALL

Vikings’ Hot 
Bats Push 
Winning 

Streak to 7

Holtville High School senior 
Norbert Irungaray crosses 
home plate with teammate Erik 
Garcia waiting for him during 
an Imperial Valley League 
game against Calipatria High in 
Holtville on Wednesday, May 12. 
| CATHI PHILLIPS LARIOS PHOTO

Holtville High School freshman Kaitlyn Havens slides safely into third base during an Imperial Valley League 
game against Palo Verde Valley High of Blythe in Holtville on Tuesday, May 11. | CATHI PHILLIPS LARIOS PHOTO

STAFF REPORT

CALIPATRIA — The boys’ 
and girls’ basketball teams from 
Holtville High School headed 
north on Thursday, May 13, for 
a matchup with Calipatria High 
School and both came away 
with lopsided victories. 

The Holtville girls played 
first and scored a 59-15 victory 
against the Hornets, followed 
by the Vikings’ boys, who also 
dominated Calipatria with a 
lopsided 63-35 win.

The victory improved the Vi-
king girls’ record to 5-1 over-
all and 5-0 in Imperial Valley 
League action. The boys cur-
rently sit at 4-2 overall and 4-1 

in IVL play.
The boys got 12 points from 

sophomore Angel Perez and 
11 points from junior Dorian 
Maize to lead the charge for 
Holtville.

In the girls’ matchup, the Vi-
kings jumped out to a 17-1 lead 
at the end of the first quarter and 
had a comfortable 36-7 lead at 
the half. 

The girls were led by junior 
Orian Anderson’s 19 points 
while junior Diana Acuna add-
ed 14 points. Freshman Vanes-
sa Gonzalez added eight points 
and six rebounds and sopho-
more Julia Moreno chipped in 
with seven points and six steals. 

BASKETBALL

Vikings Dominate Hornets on the Road

Holtville High School senior Abraham Ramos goes up for a layup during an Imperial Valley League game in Calipatria on Thursday, 
May 13. | J.Q. QUESADA COURTESY PHOTO

See BASEBALL, PAGE 6

See SOFTBALL, PAGE 8 See SOCCER, PAGE 8

See BASKETBALL, PAGE 8

WHEN YOU SEE THIS ALERT,  
IT’S TIME TO TAKE ACTION.

To raise awareness and promote voluntary energy conservation this summer, 
the Imperial Irrigation District has created new Conserve Alert notifications. 
If a Conserve Alert notification is issued, customers will be notified through 
IID’s social media, website, mobile app, email, phone messages and the 
local news. 
Through energy conservation, we can all help maintain reliable electric 
service for everyone and avert rotating power outages.
For more information visit iid.com/ConserveAlert. IID

A century of service.
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The funding is a good move 
in the right direction, but in the 
grand scheme of things, it's only 
a small percentage of the mon-
ey needed, said Imperial Coun-
ty Supervisor Ryan Kelley, who 
represents District 4, home to 
the Salton Sea.

“A long-term plan for the 
Salton Sea is going to be decid-
ed in the next two years, and 
the Natural Resource Agency is 
required to produce that. There 
hasn't been a lot of fruitful dis-
cussion yet,” he said. “It's going 
to take much more than $220 
million to see that to fruition.”

The state, local stakeholders 
and federal officials are working 
on a plan to restore the Salton 
Sea that should be completed by 
the end of 2023, Kelley said. The 
Salton Sea Management Plan 
team is working to establish a 
long-term pathway for the Salton 
Sea beyond the next decade, in-
cluding work to evaluate the fea-
sibility of water importation as 
a strategy for restoration of the 
sea.

“I'm glad to see more mon-
ey being allocated to Salton Sea 
restoration, but I'm waiting to 
see how all of our ideas are be-
ing shaped into a plan that has a 
Salton Sea we can use, to create 
an opportunity instead of a bur-
den,” he added.

Construction is now under-
way on a major 4,100-acre hab-
itat project at the southern end 
of the sea, and about 750 acres of 
interim dust-suppression proj-
ects were completed last year.

The new funds could enable 
an additional 4,000 acres of 
deep-water habitat, 1,000 acres of 
shallow water habitat and 3,000 
acres of dust-suppression proj-
ects, according to a news release 
from the California Department 
of Natural Resources.

“Gov. Newsom’s proposal to 
significantly expand funding to 
implement the Salton Sea Man-
agement Plan reflects our contin-
ued commitment to stabilize and 
restore the sea,” said California 
Secretary for Natural Resources 
Wade Crowfoot. “This work has 
to happen in partnership with lo-
cal communities and leaders, and 
I'm encouraged with our collabo-
ration on several fronts.

“While we've started to make 
important progress together, we 
have a lot of work ahead of us, 
and this proposed funding is crit-
ical to deliver needed improve-
ments,” he added.  

On Tuesday, May 18, it was an-
nounced that Crawfoot and As-
sembly member Eduardo Garcia, 
D-Coachella, would be among 
the key leaders in a Salton Sea 
virtual roundtable planned for 1 
p.m. Tuesday, May 25.

Environmental justice groups 
and community-based organiza-
tions such as Comite Civico Del 
Valle, National Audobon Society, 
Sierra Club, and Pacific Insti-
tute, among others, will host the 
roundtable.

The event will be streamed on 
Facebook and YouTube. Panelists 
will discuss the progress of efforts 
to stop that decline to protect the 
health of local residents and pre-
serve critical habitat for wildlife, 
according to a press release. 

VACCINE
From page 1
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Sophomore Raul Sierra pitched 
and got the win for the Vikings, 
allowing three hits with four 
walks and 12 strikeouts.

On Wednesday, May 12, 
Holtville hosted Calipatria and 
jumped all over the Hornets with 
eight runs in the bottom of the 
first inning en route to a 17-0 vic-
tory.

The offensive star of the night 
was Sierra who had two hits, in-
cluding a triple, scored twice and 
drove in two runs. Junior Don-
ovan Johnston had three hits, 
scored three times and drove in 
two.

Pacheco had a hit, scored twice 
and had two RBIs, while Busca-
glia had two hits, scored once and 
two RBIs. 

Garewal got the win on the 
mound for the Vikings, not al-
lowing a hit in 4.1 innings with 
one walk and six strikeouts. 

On Friday, May 14, the Vikings 
traveled to Blythe to again take 

on the Yellowjackets and came 
away with a 10-6 victory.

Palo Verde scored two in the 
bottom of the first to take a quick 
2-0 lead, but Holtville plated five 
runs in the second to take a 5-2 
lead but Palo Verde responded 
with four in the bottom of the 
second to jump on top again, 
6-5. A three-run third inning put 
Holtville ahead for good.

Garewal did his damage with 
the bat once again with three 
hits, including a double, two runs 
scored and two RBIs. Rafa Espi-
noza had two hits and an RBI and 
Buscaglia had a hit and scored 
three runs.

Espinoza started and went five 
innings, allowing six runs on six 
hits with three walks and nine 
strikeouts. Arturo Lazos pitched 
the final two innings, allowing 
just one hit with two walks. 

The Vikings host league-lead-
ing Southwest High of El Cen-
tro on Tuesday, May 18, at 6 
p.m., then make the return visit 
to Southwest on Friday, May 21, 
with first pitch also set for 6 p.m. 

BASEBALL
From page 5

Holtville High School senior Lexis Smith slides safely into second base 
during an Imperial Valley League game against Palo Verde Valley High of 
Blythe in Holtville on Tuesday, May 11. | CATHI PHILLIPS LARIOS PHOTO

SALTON SEA
From page 1

PUBLIC NOTICE

Pursuant to the requirements of the CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (CEQA) and the County’s
“RULES AND REGULATIONS TO IMPLEMENT CEQA,” the Imperial County Environmental Evaluation
Committee (EEC) held a public hearing on May 13, 2021 at 1:30 p.m. in the Board of Supervisors Chambers, 940
Main Street, El Centro, CA to hear the project(s) listed below and rendered a CEQA determination(s), e.g., Negative
Declaration, Mitigated Negative Declaration or an Environmental Impact Report. (NOTE: Interested parties have ten
(10) calendar days to appeal the EEC’s CEQA determination from the date of the public hearing) 

(Information Item Only) Assessment #20-0029 Applicant: Apex Energy Solutions, LLC is proposing Conditional
Use Permit #20-0020 (VEGA 4) for the construction of a 100-megawatt (MW) alternating current (AC) photovolta-
ic (PV) solar energy facility with an integrated battery storage system not to exceed 200 MW. The project is on
approximately 531 acres of land. The project would include electronic/electrical equipment, an on-site substation,
access road(s) and fencing. The project involves three parcels in Sections 10, 11, 14, 15, and 16 within Township 17
South, and Range 16 East SBB&M; Assessor’s Parcel Numbers 059-290-010, 059-300-015, and 059-300-017), (2849
E. Hwy 98, Holtville, CA 92250, Supervisorial District #1), [Diana Robinson, Planner III at (442) 265-1736, exten-
sion 1751 or by email at dianarobinson@co.imperial.ca.us]. 

(Information Item Only) Assessment #20-0030 Applicant: Apex Energy Solutions, LLC. is proposing three
Conditional Use Permits #20-0021, CUP#20-0022, & CUP#20-0023 collectively to develop and operate a three-hun-
dred-fifty (350) megawatt (MW) alternating current (AC) photovoltaic (PV) solar energy facility with an integrated
three-hundred-fifty (350) MW battery storage system, not to exceed seven-hundred (700) megawatt hour (MWh). The
project is to be located on approximately 1,963 acres. SES 2 property is legally described as Portion of Section 17,
Township 11 South, Range 15 East, SBB&M; Assessor’s Parcel Numbers 025-160-011, 025-010-006, and 025-270-
023; (approx. 5 miles Southeast of Niland); SES 3 is legally described as Section 9, Township 11 South, Range15
East, SBB&M; Assessor’s Parcel Number 025-010-006-000 (approx. 5 miles Southeast of Niland); SES 5 is legally
described as section 17, Township 11 South, Range 15 East, SBB&M; Assessor’s Parcel Numbers 025-260-019-000
and 025-260-022, (approx. 4 miles Southeast of Niland), Supervisorial District #4), [Patricia Valenzuela, Planner IV
at (442) 265-1736, extension 1749 or by email at patriciavalenzuela@co.imperial.ca.us]. 

(Information Item Only) Assessment #20-0035 Applicant: Vikings Solar Energy Farm, LLC is proposing
Conditional Use Permit #20-0025 to develop a nominal 150-megawatt (MW) solar photovoltaic (PV) energy gener-
ation project with an integrated battery storage system not to exceed 300 MW. The project includes solar energy gen-
eration facility, battery storage system, switching station and gen-tie line. The project is to be located on approxi-
mately 603.61 acres. The property area is legally described as Portion of Section 36, Township 15 South, Range 16
East, SBB&M; Assessor’s Parcel Numbers 050-070-018-000, 050-070-019-000 & 050-070-021-000, (2910 & 3000
E. Nelsons Pit Rd., Holtville, CA 92250, Supervisorial District #5), [Diana Robinson, Planner III at (442) 265-1736,
extension 1751 or by email at dianarobinson@co.imperial.ca.us]. 

Mitigated Negative Declaration Assessment #20-0039: Applicant: The VEGA IID S-Line Upgrades Project,
CUP 20-0029 Minor Modification and PM 02491 consists of three primary components: 1) Minor Revisions to
existing Conditional Use Permit (CUP) 17-0001; 2) Upgrades to the Imperial Irrigation District (IID) “S”-Line; and
3) propose Parcel Map #02491. VEGA SES LLC is requesting to change the location of the previously-approved on-
site substation and gen-tie tie-in, within the boundaries of the VEGA SES Solar Energy Project site. The S-Line
upgrades component of the project consists of replacement and upgrades to the existing IID S-Line and construction
of new sections or alternate route alignments connecting the Imperial Valley Substation to the El Centro Switching
Station. A Parcel Map is proposed for reorganization of property around Drew Road. The Parcel Map would create
two parcels from an existing five parcels that are bisected, in part, by Drew Road. The solar project is generally locat-
ed along Drew Road between Wixom Road and Lyons Road. The transmission “S” line will encompass approximately
18 miles of upgrade. Assessor’s Parcel Numbers 051-360-031, 021, 051-390-012, 013, 004, and 051-350-015, 017,
019, (Supervisorial District #2), [David Black, Planner IV at (442) 265-1736, extension 1746].

Jim Minnick, Chairman 
Environmental Evaluation Committee

Si usted requiere esta información en español, favor de llamar al (442) 265-1736. 
KN/MM/S:\Clerical\AGENDAS\2021\EEC\04 29 2021 EEC Agenda.docx
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Even before the tragic news 
was shared Tuesday morning, 
May 18, a number of parents have 
already taken the initiative to in-
oculate their children against the 
SARS-CoV-2 virus that causes 
COVID-19 as soon as the oppor-
tunity arose late last week, when 
12- to 15-year-olds were officially 
cleared to take the Pfizer-BioN-
Tech vaccine.

Carly Zamora of Brawley 
and Jimmy Gonzalez of El Cen-
tro were two such parents, both 
choosing to have two sets of chil-
dren vaccinated, each with one 
healthy child and one child with a 
pre-existing condition that makes 
the threat of contracting COVID 
that much worse.

Public Health had little to add 
during its weekly report on Tues-
day about the pediatric death, 
but in the department’s Monday 
statement, Public Health Officer, 
Dr. Stephen Munday struck both 
a mournful and cautious tone.

“It is heart-wrenching to lose 
a child under any circumstances. 
Our condolences go out to the 
family and to the many families 
that have suffered loss related to 
COVID-19,” Munday stated. 

“Since children under the age 
of 12 are not yet eligible to receive 
a COVID-19 vaccine, the best ap-
proach we can take to protect the 
children in our community is to 
make sure those around them, 
who can get vaccinated, do get 
vaccinated, and that we all con-
tinue to follow those measures 
that prevent transmission of the 
virus,” he added.

Brawley Clinic Jumpstarts 
Youth Movement

On the first day that tweens and 
teens 12-15 could receive the vac-
cine, which was Thursday, May 
13, Pioneers Memorial Healthcare 
District allotted an extra amount 
during what was supposed to be a 
second-dose Pfizer clinic, spokes-
person Karina Lopez said.

Although detailed numbers 
weren’t available, Lopez said 
around 60 youths were vaccinat-
ed that day of the 400 total doses 
(second doses included) available.

How many 12-15-year-olds 
have been vaccinated since 
Thursday, is difficult to assess. 
The county’s vaccine surveillance 
dashboard has yet to include the 
12-15 age range, and as of Tues-
day afternoon, Public Health said 
it has administered a first dose to 
429 youths ages 12 to 17 — 273 
of whom were in the 12-15 range. 

Yet that was only for Public 
Health clinics and did not ac-
count for Pioneers, El Centro Re-
gional Medical Center, Dr. Tien 
Vo, and other providers, all of 
whom had some engagement to-
ward the tween/teen set this and 
last week.

So far, 52.5 percent of Impe-
rial County’s eligible population 
over the age of 12 has received at 
least one dose of vaccine, Public 
Health Director Janette Angu-
lo said Tuesday morning. There 
are an estimated 10,843 12- to 
15-year-olds and 5,207 16- and 
17-year-olds in the county per 
the California Department of Fi-
nance, she said last week.

Two of those youths were un-
der the care of mom Carly Zamo-
ra and were among the 60 vac-
cinated at Pioneers’ clinic in its 
health suites north of the hospital.

Even before 12-year-old Xavi-
er Zamora became eligible to be 
vaccinated last week, his mother 
said he’d been asking if he could 
get the shot as soon as it became 
available, due to a health condi-
tion.

“My son is a cardiac patient, 
he has a cardiac defect,” she said. 
“And my daughter (14-year-old 
Breauna) asked as well. She is a 
cheerleader at Brawley Union 
High School and would like to get 
back to normalcy and cheer on 
the field next year.”

In fact, just about everyone in 
Carly Zamora’s immediate and 
extended families, including her 
88-year-old grandmother, are in-
oculated.

Zamora has spent the last 15 
months with a Ground Zero view 
of the effects of COVID as chief 
of clinic operations at Pioneers 
Memorial Healthcare District, so 
it goes without saying that she 
had few qualms about seeing her 
tween and teen among the first.

“Throughout the last year the 
pandemic has really taken a toll 
on all families, and I think it’s 
really important for our children 
to get vaccinated so we’re able to 
move forward in a safe way as a 
community,” Zamora told the 
Calexico Chronicle on Friday 
evening, May 14.

As trust in the vaccine and 
hesitancy has continued to be an 
issue for much of the country as 
vaccination rates have slowed, 
Dr. Munday spoke in a little more 
detail earlier last week about the 
efficacy and safety for those in the 
newly eligible age range.

“The data are actually very en-
couraging. There should be very, 
very strong efficacy in this age 
group (which is) not surprising 
because this is a group that has 
a very strong immune system,” 
Munday said on May 11. “And 
the safety data look really good as 
well.”

At present, Pfizer is the only of 
the three emergency authorized 
vaccines rated for children as 
young as 12. Both Moderna and 
the Janssen/Johnson & Johnson 
vaccines for age 18 and up.

“I would note that both Mod-
erna and J&J are also looking at 
safety and efficacy in these age 
groups. And we’re expecting that 

additional vaccines will be made 
available for this age group in the 
not-too-distant future,” Munday 
added last week, but that had not 
changed this week.

The health officer noted that 
both for the COVID and the flu 
vaccines, the trend will be toward 
the younger.

“We actually expect they will 
continue to look all the way down 
to the age of 6 months, which is 
the age that we also start adminis-
tering flu vaccine,” Munday said. 
“I expect this process will move 
pretty quickly.”

Vo Clinic Sets Sights on Dis-
abled Youths

Jimmy Gonzalez of El Centro 
also had his children vaccinated 
over the weekend, one 12 and one 
16, the eldest of whom has severe 

autism and epilepsy, and Gonza-
lez was concerned that the poten-
tial for fevers if his son, Santiago, 
were to contract COVID could 
trigger life-threatening seizures.

Gonzalez is no doctor, and he 
said as much, but as a parent of 
a child on the severe end of the 
Autism Disorder Spectrum and 
the president of active and sci-
ence-minded Autism Support of 
Imperial County, he’s a pretty sol-
id source of information.

He told the Chronicle on Sun-
day that many children on the 
spectrum — about 25 percent 
— develop some level of seizures 
during puberty.

In vaccinating 16-year-old 
Santiago, who was obviously eli-
gible several weeks ago, Gonzalez 
said Santiago required the moral 
support of his younger sister, Ana 
Leia.

“It a double-edged sword of 
how he would react to receiving 
the vaccine or him actually get-
ting COVID and (seeing how) 
his body would react,” Gonzalez 
said.

“I knew that it was something 
was important for him. The rea-
son why we had waited was his 
younger sister is 12, and now 
she is in the new category, and 
she said, ‘I want to do this for 
my brother. I want to keep him 
safe, and I don’t want to pass it to 
him,’” Gonzalez said.

It wasn’t easy to get Santiago 
vaccinated, Gonzalez admitted. 
There was negotiation that had to 
happen. 

“He’s going to have to go back 
to school, to be part of the com-
munity and can’t stay in a bubble 
forever,” he said on Sunday, May 
16. “We knew he could watch his 
sister go through it and he could 
watch her not be fazed by it.”

Ana Leia did go first to set the 
example, and mom, Luz Genel, 
was there with the promise to 
buy the largely nonverbal Santi-
ago more of his beloved DVDs, 

which are an outlet central to the 
teen’s life, his father said.

And, Gonzalez said, clinic pro-
vider Dr. Tien Vo’s nurse practi-
tioner, Venus Nguyen, allowed 
Santiago to stand, whereas most 
youths and the general public are 
asked to remain seated.

Dr. Vo’s staff did a remarkable 
job, Gonzalez said, and overall 
Saturday’s clinic was a safe envi-
ronment for much of the disabled 
community’s children.

While the clinic inside South-
west High School’s Jimmie Can-
non Performing Arts Theater was 
billed as being open to the public, 
a portion of the spacious lobby 
and waiting area was dedicated to 
San Diego Regional Center chil-
dren and their families, Gonzalez 
said, which been coordinated in 
part through Angie Peña, who 
works at the center is and a long-
time volunteer with Vo’s clinic 
and nonprofit arm.

Gonzalez has participated in 
coordinating youth-oriented vac-
cination clinics at Southwest the-
ater in the past, connecting Vo’s 
office to Southwest officials, who 
have said they hope to serve as 
a youth vaccination hub for the 
community.

Gonzalez agreed Sunday that 
it is an ideal location, as there is 
plenty of room to keep people 
apart and allow the 15-minute 
observation time required in 
comfort and to separate the San 
Diego Regional families.

He said Autism Support will 
assist on future clinics at that lo-
cation, along with Vo, San Diego 
Regional, and the Central Union 
High School District.

“We’ll be back there in three 
weeks for the second-dose clin-
ics,” Gonzalez said, not only for 
Santiago and Ana Leia’s sake, but 
for all of those who will benefit 
from such a locale. “Cannon the-
ater will be used more frequently 
because it’s so hot; it’s easier for 
an indoor clinic.”

VACCINE
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ANNOUNCEMENT
 

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, 
the most advanced 

debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule 

a FREE LeafFilter 
estimate today. 15% 
off Entire Purchase. 

10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-855-

424-7581 
 

Become a Published 
Author. We want 

to Read Your 
Book! Dorrance 

Publishing-Trusted by 
Authors Since 1920 

Book manuscript 
submissions currently 

being reviewed. 
Comprehensive 

Services: Consultation, 
Production, Promotion 
and Distribution. Call 
for Your Free Author`s 

Guide 1-877-538-
9554 or visit http://

dorranceinfo.com/Cali
 

INVENTORS - FREE 
INFORMATION 

PACKAGE. Have 
your product idea 

developed affordably 
by the Research & 
Development pros 
and presented to 

manufacturers.  Call 
1-844-752-8272 for a 

Free Idea Starter Guide. 
Submit your idea for a 

free consultation.
 

Water Damage to Your 
Home?  Call for a quote 
for professional cleanup 

& maintain the value 
of your home!  Set an 

appt. today! Call 1-855-
401-7069

 

AUTOS WANTED
 

DONATE YOUR 
CAR OR TRUCK 

TO HERITAGE FOR 
THE BLIND. Free 3 
Day Vacation, Tax 
Deductible, Free 

Towing, All Paperwork 
Taken Care Of. CALL 

1-877-573-9104. 
 

WANTED! Old Porsche 
356/911/912 for 

restoration by hobbyist 
1948-1973 Only. Any 
condition, top $ paid! 

PLEASE LEAVE 
MESSAGE  

1-707-339-5994. Email: 
porscherestoration@

yahoo.com 
 

DONATE YOUR CAR, 
BOAT OR RV to receive 
a major tax deduction. 
Help homeless pets. 

Local, IRS Recognized. 
Top Value Guaranteed. 

Free Estimate and 
Pickup.   

LAPETSALIVE.ORG 
1-833-772-2632 

 
DONATE YOUR CAR 
TO KIDS  Fast Free 

Pickup – Running or Not 
- 24 Hour Response - 

Maximum Tax Donation 
– Help Find Missing 

Kids! Call 1-888-491-
1453.

 
CABLE/SATELLITE TV

 
DIRECTV - Watch your 

favorite live sports, 
news and entertainment 

anywhere. More top 
premium channels 

than DISH. Restrictions 
apply. Call IVS - 1-888-

641-5762.
 

INSURANCE
 

SAVE BIG on HOME 
INSURANCE! Compare 
20 A-rated insurances 

companies. Get a quote 
within minutes. Average 
savings of $444/year! 
Call 1-844-410-9609! 

(M-F 8am-8pm Central) 
 

MEDICAL/HEALTH
 

HERNIA REPAIR? 
DID YOU RECEIVE 
A HERNIA MESH 

PATCH between 2009- 
present? Did you suffer 

complications from 
removal surgery, bowel 
perforation, infection, 
abdominal wall tears, 
puncture of abdominal 

organs or intestinal 
fistulae after placement 

of this device? You 
may be entitled to 

compensation. Attorney 
Charles Johnson 1-800-

535-5727 
 

ATTENTION 
DIABETICS! Save 

money on your diabetic 
supplies! Convenient 

home shipping for 
monitors, test strips, 

insulin pumps, catheters 
and more! To learn 

more, call now!  
1-855-702-3408

 
Attention: Oxygen 

Users!  Gain freedom 
with a Portable Oxygen 
Concentrator!  No more 
heavy tanks and refills! 

Guaranteed Lowest 
Prices!  Call the Oxygen 

Concentrator Store:  
1-844-653-7402

 
Portable Oxygen 

Concentrator May Be 
Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence 

and mobility with the 

compact design and 
long-lasting battery 
of Inogen One. Free 

information kit! Call 844-
327-2824. 

 
Lowest Prices on Health 

Insurance. We have 
the best rates from top 
companies! Call Now! 

1-888-989-4807
 

Life Alert. One press 
of a button sends help 
FAST, 24/7! At home 
and on the go. Mobile 

Pendant with GPS. 
FREE First Aid Kit (with 

subscription.) CALL 
833-518-1049 FREE 

Brochure. 
 

Premium Generic 
Viagra (100mg) or Cialis 
(20mg) 80 Tablets $99 
or 100 Tablets $119. 
Other Meds Available 

FREE SHIPPING 
Satisfaction Guaranteed 
(888) 424-4908 or Visit: 

USAServicesOnline.com. 
 

REAL ESTATE/LOANS
 

RETIRED COUPLE  
$1 MIL for business 

purpose Real 
Estate loans. Credit 
unimportant. V.I.P. 

Trust Deed Company 
www.viploan.com 

Call 1-818-248-0000 
Broker-principal 

DRE 01041073. No 
Consumer Loans. 

 
TAX SERVICES

 
ARE YOU BEHIND 
$10k OR MORE ON 
YOUR TAXES? Stop 
wage & bank levies, 
liens & audits, unfiled 

tax returns, payroll 
issues, & resolve tax 

debt FAST. Call 1-855-
970-2032.

CLASSIFIED ADS

Holtville High School senior Lexis Smith slides safely into second base 
during an Imperial Valley League game against Palo Verde Valley High of 
Blythe in Holtville on Tuesday, May 11. | CATHI PHILLIPS LARIOS PHOTO

Jimmy Gonzalez (left) and Luz Genel (right) help calm 16-year-old Santiago Gon-
zalez during a vaccination clinic at Southwest High’s Jimmie Cannon theater on 
Saturday, May 15 for the public, with an area dedicated for San Diego Regional 
Center clients such as Santiago, who has severe autism and epilepsy. | PHOTO 
COURTESY OF JIMMY GONZALEZ

Death investigators could confirm the 
man’s identity “by late tomorrow (Thurs-
day, May 20) or Friday (May 21),” Benavi-
dez stated, that “will be dependent on com-
parison testing availability.”

Sheriff ’s investigators have said in past 
stories that the coroner’s division does 
have a rapid DNA-testing system that al-
lows them to compare samples taken from 
family members to compare with dece-
dents. That technology, which can take 
around 24 hours, was used in identifying 
some of those who perished in the Holt-
ville-area migrant crash on March 2 that 
killed 13 people.

Meanwhile, a multi-agency task force 
consisting of local fire service personnel is 

investigating the cause of the trailer infer-
no, and not the Sheriff ’s Office. 

“Once we conduct the autopsy that could 
change,” Benavidez stated in a text message 
on Tuesday, May 18. 

Holtville Fire Chief Alex Silva said that 
as Wednesday morning, no determination 
had been made regarding the cause or ori-
gin of the fatal fire.

Silva said he requested to have a local 
multi-agency arson task force investigate 
the cause of the fire in place of the Holtville 
Fire Department as a standard practice his 
department often employs.

“We would like to have someone else do 
it with fresh eyes and a fresh impression,” 
Silva said on Wednesday.

The day of the fire, the decedent was 
reportedly observed by witnesses as “act-
ing erratically throughout the day” in the 
hours before his eventual death.

No signs of foul play were detected, 

Benavidez previously stated. An autopsy 
had yet to be scheduled as of Wednesday 
morning, a coroner’s division representa-
tive said.

Many details on the case are sketchy at 
this point, but Imperial County coroner 
investigators were called to the scene of a 
trailer fire in the 1700 block of East Thiesen 
Road around 6:45 p.m. May 14, said sher-
iff ’s Lt. Manuel De Leon, who leads the 
coroner’s and investigations units.

Both coroner’s investigators and case in-
vestigators were brought in and witnesses 
in the vicinity were interviewed, De Leon 
previously indicated. That’s when he said 
someone reported that the man found in 
the trailer had been acting strangely earlier 
in the day.

The man was thought to be in his 50s, 
according to Holtville Fire Chief Silva, who 
deferred comment on Friday night to sher-
iff ’s officials.

Holtville Fire Department crews were 
called out to the trailer fire around 6:15 
p.m. Friday, Silva said during an inter-
view on Saturday morning. Crews arrived 
to find the trailer fully engulfed in flames, 
the site of which was accessible only from 
a dirt access road behind a main house fac-
ing Thiesen.

Within minutes of arriving, witnesses 
told fire crews that a man lived in the trail-
er but that no one had seen him in a while, 
so Silva said firefighters tried to battle the 
fire enough to make entry into the trailer 
to look for an occupant.

The decedent was located already 
burned beyond recognition at that point, 
Silva said, so all crews could do was try to 
put out the fire all around the remains to 
preserve the scene for investigators.

Benavidez said the body was found in 
the bedroom area of the trailer.

TRAILER FIRE
From page 1
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CALEXICO 
BOYS’ SOCCER

The Imperial Valley League 
champion Calexico boys finished 
the season as the hottest soccer 
team around, going 11-0-1 in its 
last 12 games and limiting the op-
position to one goal or less in each 
of those 12 games. 

For their efforts, the Bulldogs 
earned the No. 7 seed in the CIF-
SDS Division II tournament and 
will host Sweetwater High of Na-
tional City in a first-round game 
at 5 p.m. Wednesday, May 19, at 
Ward Field in Calexico. 

Waiting for the winner of the 
Calexico-Sweetwater contest is 
Eastlake High of Chula Vista as 
the No. 2 seed. Eastlake defeated 
Calexico, 4-0, in the first game of 
the season on March 26.

Vincent Memorial Boys’ Soccer
The Scots, crowned Desert 

League champs with a 5-1-2 league 
record (8-4-3 overall), are hosting 
a Division IV play-in game against 
High Tech High of San Diego at 5 
p.m. Monday, May 17, at South-
west High School in El Centro. 

Vincent Memorial comes in 
having not lost a game since a 1-0 
defeat at Imperial on April 21. The 
Scots defense also hasn’t given 
up more than one goal in a game 
since an April 17 loss to Calexico.

If Vincent Memorial gets past 
High Tech High, the Scots would 
travel to play seventh-seeded Ke-
arny High of San Diego at 5 p.m. 
Wednesday, May 19, in a first-
round contest. 

HOLTVILLE 
BOYS’ SOCCER

The Vikings finished in second 
place in the DL (6-1-3 in league, 
7-3-4 overall) behind Vincent Me-
morial. With that, Holtville earned 
the No. 5 seed in the Division V 
tournament and will host a first-
round game at 5 p.m. Wednesday, 
May 19.

The Vikings will play the win-
ner of a Monday, May 17, play-in 
game between Victory Christian 
Academy of Chula Vista and High 
Tech High of Chula Vista.

If Holtville is able to get past its 
first-round opponent, the Vikings 
would travel to Pine Valley to take 
on fourth-seeded Mountain Em-
pire at 5 p.m. Saturday, May 22, in 
the quarterfinals. 

SOCCER
From page 5

Putting the ball in play was evi-
dent as the Vikings struck out just 
once against the Eagles and start-
ed mounting pressure on South-
west in the second inning.

Holtville plated two runs in the 
second inning without the ben-
efit of a hit, then scored three in 
the third on two hits and an Ea-
gles’ error. After one run in the 
fourth put the Vikings ahead 6-1, 
a four-run fifth inning finished 
the Eagles with the big hit being 
a two-RBI triple from sophomore 
Kamryn Walker.

Sophomore Kalli Strahm got 
the complete-game victory for 
the Vikings, allowing just the one 
run on four hits with two strike-
outs and one walk. The sopho-
more hurler said she enjoyed the 
Saturday morning contest.

“I like playing in the morning. 
We don’t have to wait around all 
day to get on the field,” Strahm 
said. “When I start warming up 
25 or 30 minutes before the game 
I can tell if I’ve got good stuff by 

how I’m feeling. Today felt good 
from the start.”

Walker paced the Vikings’ 
offense going 3-for-3 with the 
triple, two RBIs and two runs 
scored. Strahm had two singles, 
an RBI and two runs scored and 
senior Lexis Smith had three hits 
and scored twice. 

“When we get the momentum 
we keep it going,” Strahm said. 
“We’re real good about doing our 
job and passing it on to the next 
batter. We’re not a selfish team.”

Holtville dominated Palo 
Verde of Blythe in a doublehead-
er, beating the Yellowjackets 10-0 
on Tuesday, May 11, and scoring 
a 12-1 win in Blythe on Thursday, 
May 13.

Only three games remain in the 
regular season for the Vikings as 
they’ll finish off the doublehead-
er with the Eagles at 6 p.m. on 
Wednesday, May 19, in El Centro, 
then take on Central Union High 
in El Centro at 6 p.m. on May 25, 
and close the season with a home 
game against the Spartans at 6 
p.m. on May 28.

SOFTBALL
From page 5

On Monday, May 10, the 
Holtville hoopsters hit the road 
for a doubleheader against Cen-
tral Union High in El Centro 
and while the girls’ team came 
away with a convincing 56-29 
victory, the Vikings’ boys’ squad 
found the going tough and fell 
to the Spartans 57-27.

In the girls’ game, the Vikings 
jumped out to a 10-2 lead after 
the first quarter and added to 
the lead in the second period to 
take a commanding 30-10 lead 
into halftime.

Sophomore Kamryn Walk-
er led the way for the girls, re-
cording a triple-double with 21 
points, 10 rebounds and 10 as-
sists. She also added five steals 
to her resume as well.

Anderson finished with 14 
points, six assists and six steals, 
while Moreno had nine points. 
Senior Litzy Velarde had a 
game-high 10 rebounds for the 
Vikings.

The boys’ squad failed to get 
much offense going against the 
Spartans with senior Roman 
Ordonez leading the scoring 
with just seven points while Pe-
rez chipped in with six.

Both teams will be back in ac-
tion on Friday, May 21, traveling 
to Imperial with the boys’ game 
set to start at 5 p.m. and the 
girls’ tipoff scheduled for 7 p.m. 

BASKETBALL
From page 5

Holtville High School senior 
Abraham Ramos goes up for a layup 
during an Imperial Valley League 
game in Calipatria on Thursday, 
May 13. | J.Q. QUESADA COURTESY 
PHOTO
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