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Priscila Jimenez’s 
“On Nana’s Couch” 
Tells Story of a Family 
Divided by Borders, 
Dealing with Autism 

BY RICHARD 
MONTENEGRO BROWN 
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

EL CENTRO — Around 
El Centro’s Central Union 
High School campus, Prisci-
la Jimenez Corrales is known 
for her artistic skills, be it with 
pen, paintbrush, or pencil.

It’s her calling card in many 
ways.

As the publicity head for 
the Associated Student Body, 
the 17-year-old senior is post-
er maker extraordinaire, she’s 
been the courtroom sketch 

artist for the Spartans’ mock 
trial team since she was a 
sophomore, and as president 
of the school’s environmental 
Green Team, she’s designed 

T-shirts for that club and oth-
ers.

“I guess I’m known for 
that, because even in middle 
school people asked me to 

draw them, or just draw stuff 
for them. So, I’ve always had 
people asking me to draw,” 
Priscila said during a recent 

ARTS & CULTURE

Spartan Senior’s Art Bound for Capitol

LEFT: Seventeen-year-old Priscila Jimenez Corrales, a senior at Central Union High School in El Centro, paints a 
portrait of her grandparents from an old photograph as a present to her mother, Martha Turnage. The largely un-
trained artist recently won an art competition sponsored by Congressman Juan Vargas, D-Chula Vista. Chosen 
by a panel of judges from Vargas’ 51st District, her winning entry will be displayed for a year in the U.S. Capitol. 
RIGHT: “On Nana’s Couch,” an original painting by Priscila Jimenez Corrales based on a photograph she 
took of her 13-year-old, Stephanya Jimenez, recently won the Congressional Art Competition for U.S. Rep. 
Juan Vargas’ 51st District. The painting will be displayed for the next year in the U.S. Capitol building.  
| CAMILO GARCIA JR. PHOTOS

See JIMENEZ, PAGE 5

BY JULIO MORALES
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — Holtville High 
sophomore Daniel Ledesma is no 
stranger to optimal engine perfor-
mance. The 16-year-old said he has 
been racing dirt bikes for the past six 
years and was part of a four-person 
team that competed successfully at the 
Baja 500 last year.

This year, his knowledge of combus-

tible engines helped him and his class-
mate, Jasmine Castro, earn top honors 
in the power, structural and technical 
systems category during the 2020 Cali-
fornia FFA Agriscience Fair.

With the pair’s first-place division 4 
win at the state level, Daniel and Jas-
mine are now scheduled to compete at 
the agriscience fair at the National FFA 
Convention and Expo on Oct. 27-30 in 
Indianapolis.

LOCAL

FFA Members Recognized for Projects, Service to Club
Holtville High FFA 
chapter officers (from 
left) Audrey Abatti, 
Gianna Irungaray, 
Jose Reyna, Leonela 
"Leo" Gonzalez, 
and Melany Lopez. 
Missing from the 
photo is FFA officer 
Melanie Orozco. | 
PHOTO COURTESY OF 
LEONELA GONZALEZ 

LOCAL

BY JULIO MORALES
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — Construction on the 
long-awaited Alamo River wetlands project 
appears to be drawing nearer, following the 
City Council’s approval of a bid to prepare 
a geotechnical report for the proposed site.

The authorized $26,450 service agree-
ment with Landmark Geo-Engineers and 
Geologists calls for the firm to analyze the 
site’s soil composition and validate the proj-
ect’s foundation design. It was approved by 
the City Council during its regular meeting 
Monday, May 24.

A geotechnical report is required for the 
wetlands project to have its grading permit 
application reviewed and approved by the 
county Public Works Department, the res-
olution’s backup documents stated.

“Once the grading permit is issued, the 
city can proceed with the construction 
phase,” the staff report stated.

The resolution was unanimously ap-
proved by a 4-0 vote without any council 
discussion. Council member Murray An-
derson was absent from the May 24 meet-
ing.

The city’s proposed project was made 
possible by a $2.9 million grant the U.S. Bu-
reau of Reclamation awarded to the city in 
September 2016. The project has encoun-
tered significant delays, prompting the city 
to request an 18-month extension from the 
bureau, whose grant included milestone 
deadlines.

“Staff anticipates receiving approval of the 
time extension within the next two weeks,” 
the staff report stated.

Once completed, the project will con-
sist of an artificial 27.5-acre wetlands area 
on the Alamo River’s southwest overbank 
north of Zenos Road that would assist in 
improving the river’s water quality. 

The wetland complex will include exca-
vations about 10 feet deep, filled earthen 
berms about 20 feet high, as well as associat-
ed headwall/pipe improvements, according 
to the resolution’s backup documents. 

CITY

Holtville 
Council OKs 

Wetlands 
Project Bid

See WETLANDS, PAGE 4

See FFA, PAGE 4

Troubled Man ID’d in Tragic Holtville Fire
DNA Confirms David James 
Brunton, 52, as Man Who 

Died in Trailer Blaze

BY RICHARD 
MONTENEGRO BROWN 

HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — Although many in 
Holtville already knew who perished in 
the horrific trailer fire on property off 
East Thiesen Road north of Holtville 

nearly two weeks ago, the identity of Da-
vid James Brunton was not released until 
Tuesday morning, May 25.

It took that long to identify the 
52-year-old Brunton through genetic 
confirmation due to the state of Brun-
ton’s body, which was burned beyond 
recognition, his remains found inside 
the fully engulfed trailer as Holtville fire 
crews responded to the scene on the eve-
ning of May 14.

Brunton’s life ended tragically, yet his 
final days — and many of his final years, 

it seems — may have been just as tragic.
The only person who could be reached 

for comment about Brunton for this sto-
ry was Turning Point Ministries Pastor 
Norm Chandler, who was interviewed 
on May 17, before the positive identifi-
cation.

“His family at Turning Point is sad to 
hear of his passing,” Chandler said.

Brunton was a past graduate of the 
ministry’s men’s home for substance 
abuse, where he made many friends, 

DAVID BRUNTON

The shell of a burned-out 
motorhome trailer sits to 
the rear of a property in 
the 1700 block of East 
Thiesen Road north of 
Holtville on Saturday 
morning, May 15. Fire-
fighters discovered the 
body of a David James 
Brunton burned beyond 
recognition inside the 
fully engulfed trailer on 
Friday evening, May 14. 
| CAMILO 
GARCIA JR. PHOTO

See BRUNTON, PAGE 2
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Chandler said. He said he was not 
aware of Brunton having any fam-
ily that lived nearby but had a fa-
ther that lived on the East Coast.

Mistriel said Brunton’s iden-
tification came after his father 
shipped a toothbrush to Imperial 
County for DNA comparison. 

Chandler declined to speak fur-
ther about Brunton, but witness-
es interviewed the day of the fire 
said Brunton was “acting errati-
cally throughout the day” in the 
hours before the fire.

Reports are that he had worked 
briefly at the Barbara Worth 
Country Club in some capaci-
ty, but several calls to the facility 
were not returned on Tuesday af-
ternoon.

Brunton had been seen in re-
cent weeks displaying odd be-

havior at local sporting events 
around the high school, and 
public postings on his social 
media page indicate a man who 
may have been in crisis.

Brunton was not a Holtville 
native by all accounts, yet no one 
has expressly said what brought 
him to the area. Yet on Turning 
Point’s testimonials page on its 
website, which does not appear 
to have been updated for some 
time, Brunton may have arrived 
in Holtville in 2014.

In his own words:
“I came to Turning Point 

Men’s Home broken and home-
less after a fallout with a relative 

in 2014. I came on my own be-
cause I was homeless and had 
nowhere to go. I have left the 
home a few times, trying to go 
and make a living for myself on 
my own, but I always end up 
back at Turning Point. I came 
back the last time in November 
of 2015,” Brunton wrote in what 
is an undated page.

“I have had some struggles 
and I cannot say that there have 
not been times when I wanted 
to leave again, but I stick it out 
through the grace of God. It is 
by His grace that I am still here. 
I give God all the glory because 
he gave me this place to go to 

when I had nowhere else to 
go. Turning Point has been my 
home, and I was finally able to 
complete the program in No-
vember of 2016,” he continued.

“I have been given a home 
and a family, both things that I 
have not had for a long time, not 
since the passing of both of my 
sisters in 2008 and 2009. They 
were my only true family until 
I came to Turning Point. Now, I 
can gratefully call these men my 
family,” Brunton’s testimonial 
states.

The last public post on Brun-
ton’s social media page was in 
mid-March.

Although the medical exam-
iner’s pathology report had yet 
to be filed as of Tuesday, Brun-
ton’s “manner of death is acci-
dental,” said Imperial County 
Supervising Deputy Coroner 
Sgt. Mike Mistriel.

While it was clear Brunton 
was alive at the time of the fire 
— the autopsy showed he was 
actively breathing in the “su-
per-heated air” around him — it 
wasn’t clear if he asphyxiated or 
burned to death.

What is clear from the fire in-
vestigation end, though, is that 
Brunton was trapped inside his 
small trailer, Holtville Fire Chief 
Alex Silva said on May 25, refer-
ring to the county arson investi-
gator’s report.

There fire was manmade, but 
all indications are it, too, was ac-
cidental, Silva said. The point of 
origin is unclear, but Silva said 
the fire appears to have start-
ed outside the entrance of the 
trailer and traveled to the trailer 
door, before quickly consuming 
the mobile home.

Silva indicated a working the-
ory at the scene was that a fire 
was lit in a nearby fire pit, and 
the winds, which were gusting 
up to 20 mph that afternoon and 
evening, pushed the fire toward 
trash and debris in the area, and 
possibly ignited nearby propane 
tanks that, in turn, torched the 
trailer.

The trailer itself had no door, 
Silva said, only a screen that 
melted in the fire, and the inside 
of the trailer itself appeared as if 
someone had ransacked it and 
threw out all the contents except 
for a mattress.

Reports of the fire came into 
Holtville fire crews around 
6:15 p.m. that evening, where 
the trailer was situated be-
hind a home in 1700 block of 
East Thiesen Road on property 
owned by “some dentist out of 
Palm Springs,” Silva said.

Coroner investigators were 
called out around 6:45 p.m.

Mistriel said toxicology re-
ports are pending on Brunton. 

Julio Morales contributed in-
formation to this story.
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Holtville's Dr. Soun Hosts Drive-Through Clinic

BRUNTON
From page 1

STAFF REPORT

HOLTVILLE — Dr. Vincent 
Soun, the Holtville Fire Depart-
ment, and the Chamber of Com-
merce joined forces last week to 
provide yet another drive-through 
vaccination clinic in the city, this 
time promoting younger participa-
tion.

Both the Pfizer-BioNTech and 
Moderna versions of the vaccine 
were available at Soun’s drive-
through clinic near his Sarin & Tao 
Family Medical Clinic office on Pine 
Avenue on Thursday, May 20.

Youths as young as 12 were able to 
get vaccinated with the Pfizer brand, 
while Moderna was for those 18 and 
over. 

That could change sometime in 
June, according to news reports on 
Tuesday morning, May 25. Moderna 
officials are reporting that in a study 
of adolescents 12 to 17 years old, its 
vaccine is “100 percent effective,” 
and the company could be request 
emergency-use authorization from 
the U.S. Food and Drug Administra-
tion for that age group in early June.

COVID-19

ABOVE: Holtville fire personnel direct traffic as vehicles line up on Pine Avenue to take 
part in a drive-through COVID vaccination clinic outside Dr. Vincent Soun’s Sarin & Tao 
Family Medical Clinic on Thursday, May 20.

LEFT: Holtville resident Josie Castro Rehn receives her second dose of the COVID-19 vac-
cine from a Holtville firefighter on Thursday, May 20, during a drive-through vaccination 
clinic held by Dr. Vincent Soun in coordination with the Fire Department and the Holtville 
Chamber of Commerce. | CATHI PHILLIPS LARIOS PHOTO
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BY JULIO MORALES
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

EL CENTRO — The El Centro 
Police Department is currently 
conducting an internal review of 
the fatal Dec. 29, 2019 officer-in-
volved shooting of a knife-wield-
ing El Centro man near the in-
tersection of Imperial Avenue 
and Main Street.

The department’s review was 
initiated after the county District 
Attorney’s Office in February 
completed its separate investi-
gation into the fatal incident, 
which left 51-year-old Manuel 
Gonzalez Verdugo dead of mul-
tiple gunshot wounds.

In addition, a federal lawsuit 
filed in December 2020 by Ver-
dugo’s daughter and his estate 
alleging the deadly incident vi-
olated the decedent’s civil rights 
is making its way through the 
court system. 

The DA’s Office’s investigation 
determined that the three offi-
cers who discharged their fire-
arms at Verdugo, who can be 
observed in previously released 
officer body-worn camera foot-
age advancing on an officer with 
knives in his hands, were justi-
fied in using deadly force.

“Under these circumstances 
their conduct was reasonable,” 
the report stated. “Accordingly, 
we find the shooting to be law-
ful.”

Separate Investigations
The El Centro Police Depart-

ment’s internal review is a confi-
dential personnel matter and no 
time frame for its completion has 
been determined, Deputy Police 
Chief Robert Sawyer stated in an 
email on April 29.

“We have been delayed while 
we waited for some informa-
tion from outside agencies who 
conducted the primary investi-
gation,” Sawyer stated. “Further, 
I do not want to rush any inves-
tigation as a comprehensive re-
view of all evidence is necessary 
to determine an outcome.”

The decision by the depart-
ment to await the conclusion of 
the DA’s Office’s investigation 
before starting its own internal 
review was made at its own dis-
cretion, Sawyer said.

The lawsuit was filed in the 
U.S. District Court for the South-

ern District of California by Ver-
dugo’s daughter and names as 
plaintiffs the city of El Centro, 
the Rite Aid Corp., and police 
officers Manuel Meza, Fernando 
Garcia, Stephen Singh, and Sgt. 
Damian Valdez. 

According to the DA’s Office’s 
report of its investigation, offi-
cers Garcia and Singh, as well 
as Sgt. Valdez, discharged their 
department-issued firearms 
at Verdugo as he advanced at 
Singh with a knife in each hand 
just west of the busy intersec-
tion on the morning of Dec. 29, 
2019. Meza did not discharge his 
weapon.

The DA’s Office’s probe was 
conducted by its Bureau of In-
vestigations, which assigned 
Deputy DAs Anthony Valente 
and Mario Vela to conduct the 
review. Items that were reviewed 
included written reports, body-
worn and in-car camera footage, 
audio and video recordings of 
witnesses, as well as the county 
coroner’s and toxicology and pa-
thologist reports, and Verdugo’s 
prison records, to name some. 

The probe was limited to 
whether there was sufficient ev-
idence to support the filing of 
criminal charges in connection 
to the officer-involved shooting. 
It did not take into consideration 
issues of civil liability, or Police 
Department tactics, procedures, 
and policies.  

“For the reasons set forth in 
this memorandum, we conclude 
that the shootings by Sgt. Dami-
an Valdez, Officer Stephen Singh 
and Officer Fernando Garcia 

were lawful,” according to the 
report sent to ECPD Chief Brian 
Johnson on Feb. 15.

Prior to the encounter, Verdu-
go had stolen two knives from 
Rite Aid and reportedly shouted 
out loud as he was leaving the 
store that he did not intend to 
pay for the knives and for em-
ployees to call the police and a 
sergeant who Verdugo claimed 
had killed his family.

Once outside of the store, 
Verdugo reportedly walked to a 
nearby home on Brighton Ave-
nue and “screamed for someone 
to come outside” while reported-
ly holding a knife in his hand. 

He then walked to the inter-
section of Imperial Avenue and 
Main Street and approached a 
passing motorist, threatening to 
kill him. He was also overheard 
stating that he planned to “go 
out in a blaze of glory,” the report 
stated.

Officer Singh was the first to 
arrive on scene. Upon encoun-
tering Verdugo in the intersec-
tion, Singh verbally ordered 

him to stop and drop the knives, 
to no avail. Officers Meza and 
Garcia arrived soon after in sep-
arate patrol vehicles, with Sgt. 
Valdez trailing shortly behind, 
the report stated.

When Verdugo started walk-
ing west on Main Street away 
from the responding officers, 
Meza was instructed to drive 
his patrol vehicle around him to 
block Main Street. While Singh 
was standing near his patrol ve-
hicle with his gun drawn and 
pointed at Verdugo, Verdugo 
ran toward the officers, prompt-
ing Garcia, who had retrieved a 
shotgun from Valdez that shoots 
less-lethal projectiles, to order 
him to get on the ground, the re-
port stated. 

Verdugo reportedly ignored 
Garcia’s commands and repeated 
that he intended to kill an “Of-
ficer Rodriguez.” Valdez ordered 
Garcia to use the less-lethal shot-
gun, which he discharged twice, 
hitting Verdugo once, the report 
stated.

Although Verdugo lost his 

balance when he was struck by 
the less-lethal projectile, he re-
portedly continued to advance 
with knives in his hands in the 
direction of Singh. Singh, while 
retreating, yelled for Verdugo 
to get down on the ground but 
was ignored. When Verdugo was 
within about six feet of Singh, 
he fired about four times, while 
Garcia shot once and Valdez shot 
about seven to eight times, the 
report stated.

Verdugo was struck a total of 
nine times and was pronounced 
dead at the scene. A subsequent 
autopsy report indicated that he 
had methamphetamine and am-
phetamines in his system at the 
time of his death.

“Officer Singh was justified in 
shooting Mr. Verdugo-Gonzalez 
in self-defense and Sgt. Valdez 
and Officer Garcia were justified 
in shooting Mr. Verdugo-Gonza-
lez in defense of Officer Singh,” 
the report stated.

LOCAL NEWS

Semana del 31 de mayo
Terapia de Reconciación Moral 

en Grupos de Cárcel
(Originalmente transmitido en abril 2020)

Técnico de Rehabilitación de Salud Mental, CESS/Servicios de Apoyo a la Participación 
Comunitaria, Enlace de la Cárcel del Condado de Imperial para Servicios de Salud 

Mental en la Comunidad
La Terapia de Reconciación Moral (conocido por sus siglas en Ingles, MRT) es 
un enfoque de tratamiento sistemático que busca disminuir la reincidencia , la 
tendencia de un delincuente condenado a reincidir, entre los delincuentes ju-

veniles y adultos al aumentar el razonamiento moral. Esto sigue un enfoque de 
tratamiento cognitivo conductual, MRT aborda: ego, crecimiento moral, social y 
conductual positivo. En el Condado de Imperial, el Dept . de Salud Mental y el 
Dept . de Alguaciles a formado un equipo para ofrecer la Terapia de Reconcia-

ción Moral en la cárcel municipal. El objetivo es de reducir la reincidencia y
recuperación para miembros de la comunidad que han sido encarc lados.

GILGAR | May 24, 2021

Con Dalia Pesqueira 

Fire Razes Burger Joint in El Centro 

GILGAR

(422) 265-1525

Week of May 31
Moral Reconation Therapy in Jail Groups

(Originally aired on April 2020)
Dominic R. Vallejo, Mental Health Rehabilitation Technician CESS/Community, Engagement 

Supportive Services, Imperial County Jail Liaison
for Mental Health Services in the Community

Moral Reconation Therapy (MRT) is a systematic treatment ap-
proach that seeks to decrease recidivism , the tendency of a 

convicted criminal to re offend, among juvenile and adult offenders 
by increasing moral reasoning. Imperial County Behavioral Health 

has teamed with Imperial County Sheriff’s Department to offer MRT 
at the county jail with the goal of reducing recidiv ism and offering 
a recovery outcome for local community members who have been 

incarcerated.

REGION

LAW OFFICE OF KEN BAKER
Attorney at Law

Evictions • Probates • Bankruptcy
1615 Suite A, West Main Street

El Centro, CA 92243
Kenbakerattorney@gmail.com

kenbakerattorney.com

POLICE BRIEFS
STAFF REPORT

HOLTVILLE — The fol-
lowing reports were collect-
ed from the Imperial County 
Sheriff ’s Office call logs for 
the Holtville substation from 
May 18 through May 24.

TUESDAY, MAY 18
12:55 a.m.: A Fern Avenue 

resident requested to speak 
to a deputy in reference to 
being stalked by his neigh-
bors. 

10:35 a.m.: A Fern Avenue 
resident requested to speak 
to a deputy because “cops 
keep telling him to go to 
(County Mental Health) but 
he is not going back.” 

8:20 p.m.: A resident of the 
Spanish Palms trailer park 
requested a patrol check due 
to neighbors setting off fire-
works. 

THURSDAY, MAY 20
8:55 p.m.: A Fern Avenue 

resident contacted deputies 
to let them know that he 
“was not hallucinating.” 

FRIDAY, MAY 21
4:58 a.m.: A Holtville resi-

dent requested to speak with 
a deputy in reference to sub-
jects that are “saying that he’s 
saying things that he’s not 
saying.” 

SUNDAY, MAY 23
2:59 a.m.: An employee at 

the 7-Eleven store on Fifth 
Street called deputies to re-
port that a woman took a bag 
of chocolates and gummies 
from the store without pay-
ing. 

4:55 p.m.: A Fern Avenue 
resident reported that a male 
subject drove next to him 
and waved at his sister and 
he “believes the male subject 
became sexually aroused.” 
The caller was unable to pro-
vide a physical description of 
the male subject or his sister. 

COVID-19

ECPD Officer-Involved Shooting Probe Continues

CONTINUE READING THIS STORY AT: 
HOLTVILLETRIBUNE.COM

Manuel Verdugo, 51, of El Centro, 
was shot and killed by El Centro 
police in December 2019 after he 
charged officers while holding a 
knife. | FILE PHOTO
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For their agriscience fair proj-
ect, Daniel and Jasmine studied 
whether a fuel additive would 
improve the performance of a dirt 
bike engine. Though Daniel said 
he was aware of how a fuel addi-
tive helped the performance of 
large engines, he wasn’t sure what 
kind of impact it would have on a 
smaller engine.

After some four months of 
comparative tests and logbook 
entries, Daniel and Jasmine com-
piled a written report that high-
lighted their findings. 

“The fuel additive keeps the 
spark plug cleaner and makes the 
throttle responds faster,” Daniel 
said on Thursday, May 20.

Nor were the pair the only team 
from Holtville High to place first 
in an event at the agriscience fair, 
the winners of which were an-
nounced during the 93rd annual 
California FFA Leadership Con-
ference, held virtually from May 
14-16.

Viking freshmen Monserath 
Felix and Gannon Strahm also 
earned a first-place win in the 
food-systems category, division 4, 
for their study of whether burn-
ing crop stubble contributes to the 
germination and plant growth in 
a successive crop of alfalfa.

After about five months of 
research and experimentation, 
they were able to conclude that 
the burned plant matter deposit-
ed nutrients in the topsoil which 
benefitted the successive crop of 
alfalfa.

“The burnt agricultural areas 

actually had greater germination 
rates and growth,” said Gannon, 
14.

“It was a pretty interesting and 
difficult task,” Monserath, 15, said 
about her team’s agriscience proj-
ect.

The idea to do such a project 
was partly influenced by the fact 
that Gannon’s father is a farmer 
who utilizes the widespread prac-
tice of burning the plant stubble 
that is left after alfalfa is harvest-
ed. 

Though his father has uti-
lized the practice for some time, 
Gannon said his father had told 
him that he was uncertain about 
whether the burned plant matter 
promoted crop germination and 
growth.

“He told me he really had no 
idea, he just did what he had to 
do,” Gannon said.

The duo’s win in the agriscience 
fair was a surprise for both of 
them. To help improve their 
chances of winning at the nation-
al level, the team is considering 
revising and resubmitting their 
project’s written report.

“We might tweak it,” Monser-
ath said, “make it a little more 
professional.”

Aside from the campus’ two 
first-place-winning teams, the 
Holtville High FFA chapter itself 
placed fourth in novice overall 
winners at the agriscience fair. 

Other FFA chapter members 
who were recognized at the state 
level during the virtual event in-
cluded Melany Lopez and Jose 
Devoux, who placed second in 
the division 6 social science cat-
egory. In the power, structural 
and technical systems category, 
division 6, Ashley Meza and Jose 
Reyna took third place.

In the animal systems category, 
division 4 event, Nancy Velarde 
and Alondra Gonzalez Trevi-
no placed second, while Aubrey 
Moreno and Alyssa Enriquez 
placed third.

Many additional members of 
Holtville High’s FFA chapter were 
recognized as well during the or-
ganization’s annual banquet on 
May 19 at the campus gymnasi-
um.

Aside from recognizing indi-

vidual members for their respec-
tive agriscience proficiencies and 
leadership and career develop-
ment events, the awards banquet 
provided club members and their 
supporters an opportunity to 
meet in person instead of virtual-
ly, as they did last year because of 
COVID-19 restrictions.

“It was nice coming back 
in-person and being able to see so 
many people come together,” said 
club president and senior Melany 
Lopez on Thursday, May 19.

Melany said she credits her old-
er sister’s participation in FFA for 
helping stoke her and her older 
brother’s interests in FFA activ-
ities. Her older brother, David 
Lopez, is currently serving as Na-
tional FFA Western Region vice 
president.

Holtville High FFA vice pres-
ident and senior Leonela “Leo” 
Gonzalez said she credits Mela-
ny and her siblings for her own 
involvement in FFA. Gonzalez 
said she recalled initially feeling 
terrified attending high school as 
a freshman, but soon found a wel-
come home in the campus’ FFA 

chapter.
“It has motivated me to step 

out of my comfort zone and do 
things that I never thought would 
be possible,” Gonzalez, 18, said on 
May 19. “The sense of family and 
unity that we have in FFA is what 
motivated me to join.” 

Fellow FFA officer Jose Reyna 
said that his participation in FFA, 
as well as serving as an officer for 
the campus’ chapter, has helped 
develop his personal, academic 
and career aspirations. 

“It’s a really great organization 
that helps you reach your poten-
tial,” Reyna, 18, said on May 19.

Club member and high school 
junior Arianna Venegas said her 
interest in the agriculture indus-
try dated back to her participation 
in 4-H and further bloomed when 
she joined the Holtville High FFA 
chapter as a sophomore. 

“I didn’t know there was any-
thing like that before until I start-
ed doing it,” said Arianna, 16, 
on May 19. “From there I always 
wanted to take a step forward and 
do more for FFA and be more in-
volved.”

“The total water surface area is 
proposed to be 8.8 acres which 
would hold 53 acre-feet of water 
and would have a maximum de-
sign flow rate of 6 cubic feet per 
second,” the staff report stated.

The bid by Landmark Geo-En-
gineers and Geologists, which 
has offices in El Centro and Palm 
Desert, was one of two that were 
submitted to the city in response 
to its request for proposals.

The requested geotechnical re-
port’s scope of work consists of 
field exploration, the drilling of 

borings and laboratory testing of 
soil.

“The cost is covered by the 
grant,” said Jeorge Galvan, the 
city’s contracted city planner. 
“We won’t have to pay out of 
pocket.”

Landmark indicated that its 
work would be completed in 
three to four weeks, according 
to the resolution’s backup doc-
uments. That timeframe was 
shorter than the six weeks that 
the project’s other bidder, El 
Centro-based Sierra Material 
Testing and Inspection, indicat-
ed it needed to finish. Its bid was 
for $28,000.

The wetlands project had also 
recently attracted the attention of 
the Chico-based nonprofit River 
Partners, which the City Council 
agreed to partner with during its 
May 10 meeting on a proposed 
habitat restoration project for an 
estimated milelong segment of 
the river in and around the wet-
lands’ site. 

Though that proposed project 
remains in its preliminary stages, 
city officials previously stated it 
would supplement the wetlands 
project as well as the expansion 
of the Pete Mellinger trail.

During the council’s meeting 
on Monday, it also unanimous-
ly approved a permit for a pro-
fessional fireworks display that 
was requested by Holtville High 
School for its senior graduation 
ceremony scheduled for Thurs-
day, June 3, at the campus’ foot-
ball field.

ANNOUNCEMENT
 

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, 
the most advanced 

debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule 

a FREE LeafFilter 
estimate today. 15% 
off Entire Purchase. 

10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-855-

424-7581 
 

Become a Published 
Author. We want 

to Read Your 
Book! Dorrance 

Publishing-Trusted by 
Authors Since 1920 

Book manuscript 
submissions currently 

being reviewed. 
Comprehensive 

Services: Consultation, 
Production, Promotion 
and Distribution. Call 
for Your Free Author`s 

Guide 1-877-538-
9554 or visit http://

dorranceinfo.com/Cali
 

INVENTORS - FREE 
INFORMATION 

PACKAGE. Have 
your product idea 

developed affordably 
by the Research & 
Development pros 
and presented to 

manufacturers.  Call 
1-844-752-8272 for a 

Free Idea Starter Guide. 
Submit your idea for a 

free consultation.
 

Water Damage to Your 
Home?  Call for a quote 
for professional cleanup 

& maintain the value 
of your home!  Set an 

appt. today! Call 1-855-
401-7069

 

AUTOS WANTED
 

DONATE YOUR 
CAR OR TRUCK 

TO HERITAGE FOR 
THE BLIND. Free 3 
Day Vacation, Tax 
Deductible, Free 

Towing, All Paperwork 
Taken Care Of. CALL 

1-877-573-9104. 
 

WANTED! Old Porsche 
356/911/912 for 

restoration by hobbyist 
1948-1973 Only. Any 
condition, top $ paid! 

PLEASE LEAVE 
MESSAGE  

1-707-339-5994. Email: 
porscherestoration@

yahoo.com 
 

DONATE YOUR CAR, 
BOAT OR RV to receive 
a major tax deduction. 
Help homeless pets. 

Local, IRS Recognized. 
Top Value Guaranteed. 

Free Estimate and 
Pickup.   

LAPETSALIVE.ORG 
1-833-772-2632 

 
DONATE YOUR CAR 
TO KIDS  Fast Free 

Pickup – Running or Not 
- 24 Hour Response - 

Maximum Tax Donation 
– Help Find Missing 

Kids! Call 1-888-491-
1453.

 
CABLE/SATELLITE TV

 
DIRECTV - Watch your 

favorite live sports, 
news and entertainment 

anywhere. More top 
premium channels 

than DISH. Restrictions 
apply. Call IVS - 1-888-

641-5762.
 

INSURANCE
 

SAVE BIG on HOME 
INSURANCE! Compare 
20 A-rated insurances 

companies. Get a quote 
within minutes. Average 
savings of $444/year! 
Call 1-844-410-9609! 

(M-F 8am-8pm Central) 
 

MEDICAL/HEALTH
 

ATTENTION 
DIABETICS! Save 

money on your diabetic 
supplies! Convenient 

home shipping for 
monitors, test strips, 

insulin pumps, catheters 
and more! To learn 

more, call now!  
1-855-702-3408

 
Attention: Oxygen 

Users!  Gain freedom 
with a Portable Oxygen 
Concentrator!  No more 
heavy tanks and refills! 

Guaranteed Lowest 
Prices!  Call the Oxygen 

Concentrator Store:  
1-844-653-7402

 
Portable Oxygen 

Concentrator May Be 
Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence 

and mobility with the 
compact design and 
long-lasting battery 
of Inogen One. Free 

information kit! Call 844-
327-2824. 

 
Lowest Prices on Health 

Insurance. We have 
the best rates from top 
companies! Call Now! 

1-888-989-4807
 

Life Alert. One press 
of a button sends help 
FAST, 24/7! At home 
and on the go. Mobile 

Pendant with GPS. 
FREE First Aid Kit (with 

subscription.) CALL 
833-518-1049 FREE 

Brochure. 
 

REAL ESTATE/LOANS
 

RETIRED COUPLE  
$1 MIL for business 

purpose Real 
Estate loans. Credit 
unimportant. V.I.P. 

Trust Deed Company 
www.viploan.com 

Call 1-818-248-0000 
Broker-principal 

DRE 01041073. No 
Consumer Loans. 

 
TAX SERVICES

 
ARE YOU BEHIND 
$10k OR MORE ON 
YOUR TAXES? Stop 
wage & bank levies, 
liens & audits, unfiled 

tax returns, payroll 
issues, & resolve tax 

debt FAST. Call 1-855-
970-2032.

 
WANT TO BUY

 
FREON WANTED: We 
pay $$$ for cylinders 
and cans. R12 R500 

R11 R113 R114. 
Convenient. Certified 
Professionals. Call 

312-291-9169 or visit 
RefrigerantFinders.com

 
THIS SPACE  

CAN BE YOURS!  
CALL 1-916-288-6011 

or email cecelia@cnpa.
com 

CLASSIFIED ADS

WETLANDS
From page 1

FFA
From page 1

ARIANNA VENEGAS DAVID LEDESMA GANNON STRAHM MONSERATH FELIX

JIMENEZ
From page 1

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.: 21-365
The following person is con-
ducting
business as:
Cuchi’s Holtville Raspados
574 Holt Ave.
Holtville, CA 92250
County of Imperial
Mailing Address:
821 Holt Ave.
Holtville, CA 92250
Full Name of Registrant:
Rita C Munoz De Torrez
821 Holt Ave.
Holtville, CA 92250
This business is conducted 
by: An
Individual Registrant com-
menced to transact business 
under the Fictitious Business 
Name(s) listed above on:
May 7, 2021.
I, Declare that all of the infor-

mation
in this statement is true and
correct.
Signature: Rita C Munoz De
Torrez, Owner The filing of 
this statement does not of 
itself authorize the use in 
this State or a Fictitious Busi-
ness Name in Violation of the 
Rights of another under Fed-
eral, State or Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial  
County
Clerk on: May 10, 2021.
A new statement must be 
filed prior to the expiration 
date. This statement expires 
on: May 09, 2026.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder Victoria Camarillo, 
Deputy Clerk
Legal 9040
Publish: May 27, June 3, 10, 
17,
2021

LEGAL NOTICE
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chapter.
“It has motivated me to step 

out of my comfort zone and do 
things that I never thought would 
be possible,” Gonzalez, 18, said on 
May 19. “The sense of family and 
unity that we have in FFA is what 
motivated me to join.” 

Fellow FFA officer Jose Reyna 
said that his participation in FFA, 
as well as serving as an officer for 
the campus’ chapter, has helped 
develop his personal, academic 
and career aspirations. 

“It’s a really great organization 
that helps you reach your poten-
tial,” Reyna, 18, said on May 19.

Club member and high school 
junior Arianna Venegas said her 
interest in the agriculture indus-
try dated back to her participation 
in 4-H and further bloomed when 
she joined the Holtville High FFA 
chapter as a sophomore. 

“I didn’t know there was any-
thing like that before until I start-
ed doing it,” said Arianna, 16, 
on May 19. “From there I always 
wanted to take a step forward and 
do more for FFA and be more in-
volved.”

interview. “I draw basically all the 
time. My notebooks are just full 
of doodles.”

That reputation rocketed out-
side her campus orbit in a big 
way earlier this month when she 
was announced as the winner of 
the Congressional Art Competi-
tion for the 51st District, home 
to U.S. Rep. Juan Vargas, D-Ch-
ula Vista.

Priscila’s submission, a paint-
ing she named “On Nana’s 
Couch,” was chosen by an in-
dependent panel of judges from 
the Imperial and San Diego 
counties, selected by Vargas’ of-
fice.

“It’s something that I didn’t re-
ally expect, and I’m really hon-
ored to be selected as winner. 
I’ve always been told, ‘Oh, you 
draw really good.’ But this time, 
I feel like it’s more meaning-
ful, since it’s like several people 
agreed. And it’s, I don’t know, it’s 
just something that’s really nice,” 
said Priscila, giggling nervously.

Soon, the painting, which is 
still in Priscila’s possession, will 
be packed up and shipped to the 
Capitol in Washington, D.C., to 
be part of a year-long exhibition 
of winning student works from 
all the nation’s participating 
Congressional districts.

Given the complexity and 
composition of the piece, it’s 
surprising that Priscila is almost 
entirely self-taught, taking her 
first official art class just this 
year.

“On Nana’s Couch” was started 
over the summer and finished 
around September or October 
2020, before that small slice 
of formal training really got 
off the ground. Much of what 

Priscila has done on canvas has 
largely been her experimenting 
and consulting online tutorials 
or other artists’ Instagram ac-
counts.

“Growing up, I just really did 
pencil and pen. I didn’t really 
have access to paints. And then 
I think I started like trying out 
paints, like, in my freshman year 
of high school,” she said. “That’s 
(‘On Nana’s Couch’) the first 
painting I’ve ever actually com-
pleted and finished.”

This notoriety is not sudden, 
nor is it a surprise for the people 
who know Priscila.

The painting itself previously 
had the distinction of winning a 
“silver key” in the west regionals 
of the prestigious Scholastic Art 
& Writing Awards, a national 
competition established in 1923.

Before that, as an individu-
al competitor, her courtroom 
sketches for the Central mock 
trial team made it to the state 
tournament in her sophomore 
year, and again this year.

“I feel so happy that now a 
lot of people are knowing her 
work,” said Priscila’s mother, 
Martha Turnage, who brought 
her four children to the United 
States from San Luis Rio Colo-
rado, Sonora, Mexico, nine years 
ago. “I think it’s a good opportu-
nity for her to show other kids 
that’s there’s always hope, no 
matter the situation, if you focus 
on something, especially school. 
… She’s doing really good in 
school. … Maybe it will help her 
to get some scholarships.”

Priscila figures to finish near 
the top of her class, where late 
last week she said she believes 
she will graduate with a grade-
point average of at least 4.0. 
She has already committed to 
attending University of Califor-
nia, Davis, where she intends to 
study sustainable environmental 
design. She added she is also on 
the wait list for UC Berkeley and 
is now applying for scholarships.

Madaleine Macholtz, a teach-
er at Central, was happy to share 
her thoughts on Priscilla. Ma-
choltz has known Priscila for 
three years, where she was her 
sophomore chemistry instruc-
tor and, this year, her Advanced 
Placement Environmental Sci-
ence teacher.

“It’s pretty phenomenal,” Ma-
choltz said of Priscila’s win in 
the Congressional competition.

Yet it is Priscila the person 
who Macholtz was more inter-
ested in speaking about.

“Most endearing to me is her 
ability to just be cheerful, right. 

… So, when I had her in my 
chemistry class, I could always 
count on her to make my day, 
you know, to be that positive 
force in the day to look forward 
to,” said Macholtz, who is also 
Priscila’s adviser on the Green 
Team.

“When she was in my class, 
I started to understand some 
of the challenges that she has 
with her siblings. I think, wow, 
for such a young person to have 
such a positive spirit in light 
of all of the challenges that she 
has at home with her younger 
siblings and still being really fo-
cused on what she has to do, and 
doing it with such an incredibly 
positive and hopeful spirit,” she 
said. “That’s remarkable.”

The challenges Macholtz was 
referring to were touched on 
in a statement Priscila gave to 
Vargas’ press officials in the 
announcement of her win on 
his Facebook page on May 7. 
In speaking about “On Nana’s 
Couch,” Priscila states:

“I painted my youngest sis-
ter sitting on my Nana’s couch 
while we were visiting family 
in Mexico for the first time in 
about nine years. I was inspired 
to paint this since my sister has 
a certain gaze that I find unique 
to her and my brother, both of 
whom have autism. I wanted to 
paint that gaze since I find it re-
flects my sibling’s condition and 
as well the importance of pa-
tience and calmness, something 
that I find crucial when advanc-
ing from difficult circumstances, 
like the ones we are facing now.”

Within a single painting, an 
entire backstory emerges of a 
family struggling, persevering, 
and, ultimately, overcoming 
significant challenges brought 
on by both being separated by a 
border and living with multiple 
siblings with Autism Spectrum 
Disorder.

The subject of “On Nana’s 
Couch” is 13-year-old, Stepha-
nya Jimenez, a seventh-grader, 
whose faraway stare is not un-
common with her level of au-
tism, Priscila said, which she 
indicated is rather high-func-
tioning. Their younger brother, 
11-year-old Isaac Jimenez, is 
mostly nonverbal and requires a 
deeper level of care.

“My brother’s case is more 
(difficult). You can tell he has 
autism,” she said, explaining his 
condition further when he could 
be heard screaming in the back-
ground. “He can’t speak, and he 
can’t do a lot of things. But my 
sister, she’s a little bit better, be-
cause she can talk more.”

Seeking better opportunities 
in the United States, including 
better education for all of Pris-
cila’s siblings, which includes 
14-year-old Central freshman, 
Diayanna, and better medical 
care for Isaac and Stephanya was 
one of the reasons their mother 
brought the children to the U.S. 
as an undocumented migrant, 
Priscila said.

But it came with obvious costs.
As Priscila explained, the 

painting was based on a photo 
taken of Stephanya sitting on 
her grandmother’s couch in San 
Luis Rio Colorado during the 
first large-scale family gathering 
since Priscila’s mom left Mexico.

Priscila, as an Arizona-born 
American citizen, was able to 
freely travel to see her father, 
grandparents, and extended 
family members, but until re-
cently, when Martha Turnage 
was able to get her immigration 
status sorted out, the immediate 
family had not spent time to-
gether with its San Luis counter-
parts in nearly a decade.

Recently, Priscila has been 
working on a new painting, one 
for her mother — a portrait of 
her grandparents drawn from 
an old black-and-white photo-
graph.

Art, family, and Mexico run 
deep through Priscila’s soul. 
She essentially started drawing 
around age 2, influenced by her 
artistic father, only taking it seri-
ously much later. But Priscila ad-
mits, when all is said and done, 
art is a passion not a pursuit.

She wants a career that she 
can use to help her native San 
Luis, and she’s understood from 
a young age that education was 
the route to achieve that.

Her mother said when they 

arrived in El Centro, Prisci-
la could speak no English, but 
she worked so hard, and she 
has worked hard every step of 
the way, to help her siblings, to 
do well in school, to make her 
dreams a reality.

Macholtz, her AP Environ-
mental Science teacher, has spo-
ken with Priscila about some of 
this.

“I know that that’s what real-
ly drives her, that whole feeling 
like she had this really phenom-
enal opportunity, and that her 
mom made significant sacrifices 
to allow her to be able to pursue 
what she wants to pursue, and 
being very driven by that,” Ma-
choltz said.

To that end, Priscila said she 
wants to make San Luis safer, 
which she said is “very danger-
ous.” She hopes to achieve that 
through urban planning.

“I would basically like to bring 
resources or opportunities into 
the city. … I want to bring like 
a senior center back in, places 
people can go and feel safe. Be-
cause there’s not a lot of things 
going on over there,” Priscila 
explained, adding it will be a 
process and not something that 
happens right away.

“I think in the beginning, I 
will develop my career here in 
America, just to get more expe-
rience and more knowledge. But 
I do see myself helping people 
back in Mexico. So that’s some-
thing I want to do,” she said.

For now, the passion projects, 

the art, that part of her still lights 
up a room — her bedroom, for 
certain.

One look at her pastel-colored 
walls, and instead of posters and 
pictures of musicians or mov-
ie stars, it’s her own creations. 
Fully realized paintings hang 
next to figure studies and faces 
sketched on small pieces of pa-
per, all crowded together, jock-
eying for attention.

Everywhere the eye goes 
there’s a filled notebook, a 
paint-encrusted palette, some 

piece in progress.
“When I actually sit down, 

and I’m actually trying to work 
on something (large), it can 
come pretty fast. It depends on 
how busy I am,” she said late last 
week, as she was in the midst of 
finishing up the school year.

“Like right now, it’s exam sea-
son, it’s just like once a month 
(that I can work on large proj-
ects),” she said, “but I’m just 
drawing, like, little things here 
and there, everywhere, all the 
time.”MONSERATH FELIX

JIMENEZ
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PUBLIC NOTICE

ADVERTISEMENT

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF

PART 139 MARKING IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT
AT THE

IMPERIAL COUNTY AIRPORT

Sealed proposals for the construction of the Part 139 Marking Improvements Project contract will be
received at the Office of the Clerk to the Board of Supervisors, 940 Main Street, Suite 209, El Centro, CA
92243 until 2:30 PM, local time, June 25, 2021 and there, at said office, at said time, publicly opened
and read aloud.

The proposed project generally includes removal of existing pavement markings and installation of new
pavement markings.

The Contractor must have a Class A license to perform this work. The Contractor shall have and shall
maintain the proper Contractor license from award of contract through contract acceptance (per Public
Contract Code § 10164).

Bid documents will be available on the Imperial County Department of Public Works (Public Works) web-
site (https://publicworks.imperialcounty.org) under the "Projects out to bid" section at no charge. Hard
copy(ies) of the CONTRACT DOCUMENTS (consisting of the Advertisement, the Proposal, the Sample
Agreement, and the Specifications) and the CONTRACT DRAWINGS,  can be obtained Monday through
Friday 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM (PDT) at: 

Imperial County Department of Public Works
155 South 11th Street
El Centro, CA, 92243
Phone (442) 265-1818

A one hundred dollar ($100) non-refundable fee for each hardcopy bid package set of the contract docu-
ments is required. Those desiring to pick up bid sets shall call to reserve a copy of bid documents to ensure
the availability.

Each proposal must conform and be responsive to the contract documents and must be accompanied by a
certified check or bid bond, in the amount of ten percent (10%) of the total maximum proposal price for
the contract in the form and subject to the conditions provided in the Preparation of Proposal.

Requests concerning this project must be made in writing and submitted via email to the following per-
sonnel:

To be given consideration, requests must be received no later than 5:00 PM, local time, June 15, 2021.
Any supplemental instructions will be in the form of written addenda, which, when issued, will be sent
and/or posted on the Public Works website not later than seventy-two (72) hours prior to the date fixed
for the opening of bids. All addenda so issued shall become Part of the Contract and acknowledged by
Bidder.  Failure of any Bidder to receive any such addenda or interpretation shall not relieve said Bidder
from any obligation under his bid submitted.

A pre-bid conference/facility walkthrough has been scheduled in order to review the specific requirements
of this contract and walk the project site. The pre-bid conference/facility walkthrough is scheduled for
June 9, 2021 at 10:00 AM, local time at:

Imperial County Airport Administration Office
1099 Airport Road
Imperial, CA 92251
Contact: Jenell Guerrero, MPA
Telephone No.: (442) 265-1815

Attendance at the Pre-Bid conference/facility walkthrough is MANDATORY. Any firm that does not
attend the mandatory site visit/briefing shall not be eligible to submit a bid proposal. 

The Owner reserves the right to waive any informalities in the proposal, and to reject any and all propos-
als.

Blanca Acosta
Clerk of the Board of Supervisors 

Legal 9042 Publish: May 27, 2021

LEGAL NOTICE

Legal 9037 Publish: May 20, 2021

LEGAL NOTICE
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DERMA’S FLOOR COVERINGS
IN BUSINESS SINCE 1978

Free Estimates!Free Estimates!
Open Monday-Friday, 

8 a.m. to 6 p.m.
760-355-2483 or 760-355-2484

220 No. J Street, Imperial, CA 92251

Spring into a 
New Driver’s Seat

DocuSign funding available

Ask about GAP | MRC

Promotional rates valid through end
of May 

with First Imperial Credit Union

3.49%
APR*

Terms Up  to 84 Months
Terms Up  to 84 Months

R
at

es
 a

s 
lo

w
 a

s

Apply Online at ficu.com
*Annual Percentage Rate. Loan application subject to credit approval. 3.49% APR applies to new vehicles up to 84 months based on creditworthiness.  Current FICU loans not eligible for promotion. Other restrictions may 
apply. All vehicles �nanced are subject to inspection. Minimum loan amount of $5,000.  Payment per $1,000 �nanced with an 84 month term at 3.49% APR is $13.37. Rates and terms subject to change without notice. For 
additional details visit �cu.com or the Loan Liner agreement. FICU reserves the right to modify or end this promotion at any time without notice. Promotional rate valid 4/1/21 through 5/31/21. 

WHEN YOU SEE THIS ALERT,  
IT’S TIME TO TAKE ACTION.

To raise awareness and promote voluntary energy conservation this summer, 
the Imperial Irrigation District has created new Conserve Alert notifications. 
If a Conserve Alert notification is issued, customers will be notified through 
IID’s social media, website, mobile app, email, phone messages and the 
local news. 
Through energy conservation, we can all help maintain reliable electric 
service for everyone and avert rotating power outages.
For more information visit iid.com/ConserveAlert. IID

A century of service.
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SPORTS

HOLTVILLE SPORTS PAGE BROUGHT TO YOU BY:

(760) 356-1192 (760) 356-4381 (760) 337-3883 (760) 356-5800

Barbara Worth 
Country Club

(877) 482-5656

433 W. 5th Street,  
Holtville

(760) 356-4103

BY RICHARD MONTENEGRO BROWN
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

IMPERIAL — It had been more than 17 
years since the Holtville High girls’ basket-
ball team tasted victory against Imperial, 
but that drought ended Friday night, May 
21, when the Vikings scored a 59-35 Im-
perial Valley League victory on the Tigers’ 
home court.

The matchup was a battle between the 
Valley’s top-two girls’ teams. Holtville en-
tered the game at 5-0 in IVL action (5-1 
overall) and Imperial came in at 4-0 in 
league play (5-2 overall).

“Everyone knew coming in how big of 
a game it was and likely was going to de-
termine the IVL champion this year,” said 
Murray Anderson, Holtville’s seventh-year 
head coach. “We were fortunate to get off 

to a good start and continued to shoot well 
throughout the game.”

The Vikings’ hot start led them to jump 
on top 8-0 in the opening minutes and 
hold a 13-7 lead at the end of the first quar-
ter, thanks largely to sophomore Kamryn 
Walker’s nine opening-quarter points.

Imperial inched closer at the half, trail-
ing 24-19 with 16 minutes remaining.

Walker led a Vikings’ surge in the third 
quarter with 12 of the team’s 15 points as 
Holtville built a 39-27 lead heading to the 
final period.

In the fourth quarter, Holtville junior 
Orian Anderson stepped up with 10 
points and sophomore Julia Moreno had 
six as the Vikings outscored Imperial 20-8 
in the final period to pull away for the 59-
35 victory.  

BASKETBALL

Holtville Girls 
End 17-Year Dry 
Spell vs. Tigers

Holtville High School sophomore Kamryn Walker goes up for a shot against Imperial High sophomore 
Xiomara Cardona during their Imperial Valley League game in Imperial on Friday, May 21.  
| VALERIE MENDOZA PHOTO

BY MURRAY ANDERSON
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — The Holtville High School 
girls’ soccer team has already made history and 
is looking to make some more as it has reached 
the school’s first-ever CIF-San Diego Section 
championship game in the sport. 

The Vikings beat Chula Vista Learning Com-
munity Charter, 1-0, on Tuesday, May 25, on 
Birger Field in Holtville to advance to Friday’s 
Division V championship game. The title tilt is 
set for 4:30 p.m. at Eastlake High School in Ch-
ula Vista. 

Holtville will face the winner of the other Di-
vision V semifinal between Orange Glen High 
of Escondido and Guajome Park Academy of 
Vista.

Top-seeded Holtville and the fourth-seeded 
Cobras played a conservative first half as nei-
ther team was able to get much offense going. 
About seven minutes into the second half, the 
action picked up as the Vikings made some po-
sition changes to try and ignite the offense.

Holtville got a free kick from just inside the 
sideline and about 25 yards from the goalie 
box with 35 minutes on the clock. Senior Laura 
Mendoza took the free kick and sent a line drive 
into the middle of the box.

From there, senior Amanda Strahm was able 
to get control of the ball in front of the goal, 
spin, and slide a shot past the Cobras’ goalkeep-
er to give the Vikings a 1-0 lead.

“I just tried to win the ball so I could do 
something with it,” Strahm said. “It was a crazy, 
intense game and we played a little sloppy late 
but we were able to hold on.”

The final 10 minutes of the game saw Chula 
Vista on a constant attack and fire shots at the 
goal. Fortunately for the Vikings nothing came 
too close to hitting the back of the net and Holt-
ville was able to hold on for the semifinal win.

“This is a resilient group of girls and those fi-
nal minutes show that we have to learn to be 
better at controlling those situations,” said Sadie 
Ming, Holtville’s first-year head coach. “This is 
how you learn to play in pressure situations.”

In the quarterfinal game, a well-timed gust of 
wind and an indecisive goalkeeper helped the 
Vikings beat Morse High of San Diego, 3-2, on 
Friday, May 21.

GIRLS SOCCER

Defense Leads 
Vikings to First 
CIF Title Game

Holtville High School girls soccer teammates begin 
to mob junior Lesley Sandoval (far right) after she 
scored the game-winning goal for the Vikings in 
their CIF-San Diego Section Division V quarterfinal 
game at Birger Field in Holtville on Friday, May 21. 
| CATHI PHILLIPS LARIOS PHOTO

BY MURRAY ANDERSON
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

EL CAJON — After a close call 
in the quarterfinals, the Holtville 
High School boys’ soccer team 
lost in the CIF-San Diego Sec-
tion Division V semifinals to 
top-seeded Foothills Christian of 
El Cajon, 7-0, here on Tuesday, 
May 25.

The fifth-seeded Vikings fell 
behind early and were never able 
to recover. Foothills led 5-0 at 
halftime and never looked back. 
The win puts Foothills Christian 
into the championship game, set 
for 7:30 p.m. Friday, May 28, at 
Eastlake High School in Chula 
Vista. 

In the quarterfinals on Satur-
day, May 22, freshman goalkeep-
er Bryan Padilla shined brightly 
and was able to thwart the attack 
of Mountain Empire of Pine Val-
ley and lead Holtville to a victory. 

With the game tied 1-1 after 
regulation time and an addi-
tional 15-minute, sudden-death 
overtime period, the game came 
down to penalty kicks and Holt-
ville prevailed 3-1 after Padilla 
made three saves and was one of 
the three Vikings to score from 
the penalty spot.

“He’s a really good keeper. 
His instincts are perfect and he’s 
aware of what’s coming at him,” 
said Juan Arroyo, Holtville’s head 
soccer coach.

The Vikings needed all of Pa-
dilla’s work on Saturday as their 
offense kept hitting the crossbar 
and side posts with shots instead 
of the back of the net. 

“We had a bunch of opportuni-
ties and it probably should have 
been 5-1,” Arroyo said. “It was 
just one of those games where we 
couldn’t put it in the goal.”

Holtville’s goal came in the first 
half after being awarded a penal-
ty kick. Senior Joel Gil was able 

BOYS SOCCER

Vikings Fall 
in Semifinals
to Foothills
Christian

Holtville High School senior Antonio 
Padilla (20) gets ready to send 
the ball downfield against Victory 
Christian Academy of Chula Vista 
during a first-round game of the 
CIF-San Diego Section Division V 
soccer playoffs at Birger Field in 
Holtville on Wednesday, May 19.  
| CATHI PHILLIPS LARIOS PHOTO

BY MURRAY ANDERSON
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — After an offensive 
outburst of 40 runs in three games, the 
bats went silent for the Holtville High 
School baseball team in a doubleheader 
against Imperial Valley League-leading 
Southwest High of El Centro, scoring 
just three runs in two games.

The Vikings (11-8 overall, 7-5 in 
IVL play) piled on 40 runs against Palo 
Verde of Blythe and Calipatria in three 

games a week prior, but against the Ea-
gles, the offense seemed to be in neutral 
for 17 innings, losing 6-3 at home on 
Tuesday, May 18, and then falling 7-0 at 
Southwest on Friday, May 21.

In the May 18 game, Holtville rallied 
from a 3-0 deficit to tie the game at 3-3 
after six innings. Neither team was able 
to score over the next three innings be-
fore Southwest broke through for three 
runs in the top of the 10th inning and 
held the Vikings scoreless in the bottom 

Eagles Fly by Vikings in Doubleheader
BASEBALL WRESTLING

BY MURRAY ANDERSON
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — In the shortest and strang-
est high school wrestling season of his life, C.J. 
Johnston, Holtville’s coach and athletic director, 
has had just one tournament and two dual meets 
to get his athletes ready for a CIF championship 
meet.

Due to the COVID-shortened and delayed 
season, the wrestling season didn’t begin prac-
tice until the last few days of April, giving them a 
month to prepare for the section championships.

Vikings Pin Central at Dual, Prepare for CIF

Holtville High School freshman Maddox Toten 
(top) has control of his opponent from Central 
Union High during the 128-pound match of a 
dual meet at Holtville on Thursday, May 20.  
| CATHI PHILLIPS LARIOS PHOTO
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to beat the Redhawks’ keeper to 
put the Vikings up 1-0. 

Mountain Empire tied the 
game with about 15 minutes left 

in the contest to send it to over-
time. Neither side could muster 
any offense in the overtime, send-
ing the game to be decided on 
penalty kicks.

Holtville defeated Victory 
Christian Academy of Chu-

la Vista in the first round of the 
playoffs, 10-1, at Birger Field in 
Holtville on Wednesday, May 19. 
Senior Rodrigo Villareal netted 
five goals in the opening round 
and fellow senior Isidro Garcia 
had three goals.  

The CIF-San Diego Section 
Division IV championships 
are set for Saturday, May 29, at 
Mount Miguel High in Spring 
Valley. Not only will the meet 
decide the individual cham-
pions for each weight class, it 
will also decide the division 
team champion based on points 
earned by each wrestler.

“It’s unfortunate that the sea-
son has been this short for us, 
but I’m happy the kids get the 
opportunity to compete,” John-
ston said. “I think our kids have 
stayed in pretty good shape and 
I’m hoping they perform well 
on Saturday at CIF.”

On Thursday, May 20, the 
Vikings hosted Central Union 
High in a dual meet and got the 
best of the Spartans, 54-21, in 
the team score. 

A week prior, Holtville trav-

eled to Southwest to compete in 
a tri-meet against the Eagles and 
Imperial. While the results from 
Southwest were unofficial, John-
ston said he was pleased with how 
his wrestlers performed.

RESULTS FOR THE VIKINGS 
FROM THE DUAL MEET WITH 
CENTRAL WERE:
108  – Jesus Lopez, freshman, lost by pin
113 – Walkover for both schools
122 – Raymond Castillo, senior, lost by decision (7-2)
128 – Maddox Toten, freshman, won by pin (third 
round)
134 – Saul Banda, junior, lost by pin
140 – Josh Enriquez, sophomore, won by pin (first 
round)
147 – Seth Iten, freshman, won by pin (first round)
154 – Payton Iten, junior, won by pin (second round)
162 – David Magallon, freshman, lost by pin
172 – Daniel Ledesma, sophomore, won by walkover
184 – Fermin Velarde, freshman, won by walkover
197 – Enrique Estrada, senior, won by walkover
222 – Nicholas Villegas, senior, won by pin (first 
round)
Hvy – Jose Gomez, senior, won by pin (first round)
Exhibition match: 145 – Drew Knight, freshman, lost 
by decision (11-6)

SOCCER
From page 7

Holtville High School senior Joel Gil goes up for a header against Victory Christian Academy during a first-
round game of the CIF-San Diego Section Division V playoffs at Birger Field in Holtville on Wednesday, May 19.  
| CATHI PHILLIPS LARIOS PHOTO

WRESTLING
From page 7

Holtville High School freshman Seth Iten (top) is about to pin his opponent from 
Central Union High in the first round of the 147-pound match during a dual meet 
at Holtville on Thursday, May 20. | CATHI PHILLIPS LARIOS PHOTO

With the game tied 2-2 and 
now in extra time of a sud-
den-death, 15-minute overtime 
period, Holtville junior Lesley 
Sandoval launched a high shot 
from about 25 yards away that 
got the assistance from a westerly 
wind and bounced in front of the 
Morse goalkeeper then over her 
head and into the goal to kick off 
a celebration on Birger Field for 
the Vikings.

“The ball had bounced off a 
couple of girls and I just kicked 
it as hard as I can hoping to do 
something with it,” said the 
16-year-old Sandoval. “I didn’t 
think it was going to do anything 
because it went up like a rainbow 
and I thought the goalie was go-
ing to get it.”

Sandoval didn’t see the ball go 
into the net.

“I turned around and didn’t 
see it,” she said. “Then I see ev-
erybody running onto the field 
at me and that’s when I knew it 
went in.”

Strahm opened the scoring 
with a first half goal but Morse 
was able to tie the game before 
halftime at 1-1. 

The Tigers took a 2-1 advan-
tage early in the second half and 
it stayed that way until about 10 
minutes left in the game when 
Strahm netted her second goal of 
the game to tie it 2-2. 

During the sudden-death over-
time, the Morse goalkeeper suf-
fered an injury to add some extra 
time onto the normal 15 minutes. 
It was during that additional time 
that Sandoval was able to strike 
the magical kick.

GIRLS SOCCER
From page 7

The Holtville High School girls’ soccer team waves to the crowd after beating 
Chula Vista Learning Community Charter, 1-0, at Birger Field in Holtville on 
Tuesday, May 25. The Vikings now advance to the CIF-San Diego Section Division 
V championship game at 4:30 pm Friday, May 28, at Eastlake High School in 
Chula Vista. | CATHI PHILLIPS LARIOS PHOTO
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Walker finished with a game-
high 23 points, six assists and five 
steals while Anderson had 22 
points, 10 rebounds and six assists. 
Moreno chipped in 11 points and 
three steals.

“Our guards really controlled the 
pace of the game. It was certainly 
their best game of the season as a 
group and showed what we can 
do as a team when we’re working 
together,” Coach Anderson said. 
“Imperial has been at the top of the 
mountain for so many years and we 
have been trying to build and build 
each year, and we were able to get 
there tonight.”

The Tigers hadn’t lost to any team 
from the Imperial Valley since a 
March 2014 loss to Central Union 
High in the CIF-San Diego Section 
Division III semifinals. And the Im-
perial dynasty had ruled the Desert 
League (Imperial, Calipatria, Holt-
ville and Palo Verde), capturing 13 
straight league championships be-
fore all teams were moved into the 
IVL during this COVID-shortened 
and delayed season.

On Saturday, May 22, the Holt-
ville girls traveled to El Centro to 
take on Central Union in a non-
league game and scored a 40-28 
victory.

The Vikings led 22-7 at halftime 
and cruised in for the easy victory. 
Orian Anderson led the way with 
19 points, nine rebounds and five 
steals while Walker finished with 
10 points, eight assists and eight 
steals. Senior Litzy Velarde added 
nine rebounds against the Spartans 
and freshman Vanessa Gonzalez 
had five blocked shots. 

Holtville hosts Southwest of El 
Centro at 7 p.m. Monday, May 24, 
in an IVL matchup and hosts its fi-
nal IVL game at 5 p.m. Thursday, 
May 27, when Calexico visits the 
Vikings. 

HOLTVILLE BOYS SWEEP 
IMPERIAL, CENTRAL

IMPERIAL — The Holtville 
boys’ basketball team made it 
three wins in a row after beating 
Imperial on Friday, May 21, and 
following that with a blowout win 
against Central Union on Satur-
day, May 22. 

The Vikings (6-2 overall, 4-1 
in IVL action) went to Imperial 
and led from opening tip to final 
buzzer, beating the Tigers 50-35 
on May 21. Senior Roman Or-
donez led the way for the Vikings 
with 12 points while senior Abra-
ham Ramos and sophomore An-
gel Perez added 10 points each.

The following afternoon at 
Central, Holtville broke open a 
close 13-12 game after the first 
quarter with a 19-point second 
quarter to build a 32-18 halftime 
advantage. A 17-8 third quarter 
essentially put the game away for 
the Vikings as they cruised in the 
final period to a 61-34 victory 
over the Spartans. 

Junior Dorian Maize led Holt-
ville with 14 points, followed by 
senior Jonathan Heraz with 12 
points and junior Gabriel Panalez 
with nine. 

The Vikings host Southwest 
High of El Centro in an IVL 
matchup at 5 p.m. May 24 and 
are scheduled to close out the IVL 
season hosting Calexico at 7 p.m. 
May 27. 

half to win the game, 6-3. 
Sophomore Raul Sierra 

started on the hill for Holt-
ville and went seven innings, 
allowing three runs on four 
hits with 10 strikeouts and 
one walk. Senior Arturo Lazos 
pitched the three extra innings 
and allowed three runs on two 
hits with two walks and three 
strikeouts. 

The Vikings were only able 
to bang out three hits with 
freshman John Chambers and 
junior Rafa Espinoza each get-
ting a hit and RBI. 

In Friday’s game in El Cen-
tro, Southwest took a 1-0 lead 
after the first inning and it 
remained that way until the 
bottom of the fifth when the 
Eagles soared for five runs to 

essentially put the game away. 
They would add an insurance 
run in the bottom of the sixth 
while keeping the Vikings 
scoreless for the 7-0 shutout.

Holtville’s bats again strug-
gled with just four hits in the 
game and only one double off 
the bat of senior Erik Garcia. 

Junior J.R. Garewal took the 
loss while pitching a complete 
game for the Vikings, allowing 
seven runs on six hits with one 
walk and eight strikeouts. 

Southwest senior Derek Sil-
va dominated on the hill, al-
lowing just the four hits and 
one walk while striking out 12. 

Holtville sits in fourth place 
in the IVL with two games left 
in the regular season, hosting 
Central at 6 p.m. on Tuesday, 
May 25, and then traveling to 
El Centro to face the Spartans 
at 6 p.m. on Friday, May 28. 

BASEBALL
From page 7

Holtville High School junior J.R. Garewal dives back to first base on a pickoff 
attempt by Southwest High of El Centro during an Imperial Valley League game in 
Holtville on Tuesday, May 18. | CATHI PHILLIPS LARIOS PHOTO

BASKETBALL
From page 7

Holtville High School junior Orian Anderson (0) defends against Imperial High 
School sophomore Xiomara Cardona (24) during their Imperial Valley League 
game in Imperial on Friday, May 21. | VALERIE MENDOZA PHOTO
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