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D espite the 2020-2021 school 
year having what Holtville 
High senior Inez Rosales 

called a rather “lackluster ending,” 
the same could not be said about her 
academic accomplishments for the 
year.

Indeed, the 18-year-old El Centro 
resident was the recipient of multiple 
awards and scholarships during the 
Class of 2021’s senior awards banquet 
at the campus’ gymnasium on May 
25.

That night, Rosales took home 
scholarships from the Claddagh 
Club, Imperial Valley Masonic 
Lodge, MANA of Imperial Valley, 
Woman’s Club of Holtville, C-Solar/
Tenaska and ConEdison. 

She was also among the 18 Holt-
ville High seniors who finished the 
year with a grade-point average at or 
above 4.0 and who received a gold 
medal for their achievement.

“I’m happy with the work I did and 
where I’m heading off to,” said Ro-
sales, who this fall will be attending 
the University of California, Irvine, 
where she plans to major in mechan-
ical engineering.

This year, 127 Holtville High 
seniors will receive their diplomas on 
Thursday evening, June 3, capping 
an end to a school year where the 
COVID-19 pandemic upended many 
traditional school activities and 
memories for graduating seniors.

As for Rosales, she will be leaving 
behind the high school’s robotics 
team, where she served as its captain 
during her senior year and which 

she credited for making her want to 
study mechanical engineering. 

She also said she is keenly aware 
that she will be pursuing a field of 
study that has generally attracted 
more male than female university 
students. 

Rosales said she had already gotten 
an advance glimpse of that gender 
disparity during her time in high 
school robotics competitions, where 
she said it was not uncommon to see 
teams comprised entirely of male 
students.

Yet, the first-generation col-
lege-bound student said she is ready 
for any challenges she may face and 
is already considering going on to 
earn a doctorate degree.

“I have my goals set,” she said. “I’m 
excited for what’s next.”

HOLTVILLE GRADSHOLTVILLE GRADS
FIND DRIVE TO EXCELFIND DRIVE TO EXCEL
Despite Challenging Year, Students Forge Ahead Toward Future

Holtville High graduating senior Inez Rosales (left) and valedictorian Abigail Garewal gathered with their classmates in their caps and 
gowns on Wednesday, June 2 at the campus gymnasium to have their pictures taken. | JULIO MORALES PHOTO

COVID

Holt Park is Site of Early-Morning 
Memorial Day Service for Holtville

BY MARCIE LANDEROS
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — This past Memorial Day the cities of 
Holtville and El Centro saw ceremonies that not only 
honored the brave souls have gave up their lives in de-
fense of a nation but honored surviving veterans who 
have since passed away.

At the heart of the remembrances, though, was the 
unity that lies within these communities, and that could 
be seen in abundance bright and early Monday morn-
ing, May 31, as various organizations came together to 
mark the day in a solemn ceremony at Holt Park.

Communities 
Come Together to 
Honor the Fallen

LOCAL

A bell is rung for those veterans who have died during the city of 
Holtville’s Memorial Day service on Monday morning, May 31 at 
Holt Park. | CATHI PHILLIPS LARIOS PHOTO

COVID Limitations 
Can’t Put Limits on 
Visitors’ Enjoyment

BY MARCIE LANDEROS
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — In a year-plus 
that’s been largely devoid of outdoor 
gatherings in Imperial County, Holt-
ville has been home to three farmers’ 
markets so far, and people outside 
this idyllic community have taken 
notice.

Seeley resident Rae Brooks saw a 
digital flier promoting the event on 
Facebook and decided to bring her 
daughters from the west end of the 
Valley to the east to visit and shop in 

Holt Park on a balmy Thursday eve-
ning, May 27.

“It’s been so boring the last year. 
I am more than willing to brave the 
heat and to put up with the masks 
just to get the chance to get out and 

do something. I am so tired of being 
at home all the time,” said one of her 
daughters, Leann Brooks. “I don’t 
think I have gone to something like 
this since 2019.” 

Holtville Market Continues Sense of Normalcy

Holtville High’s FFA chapter sold donated fruit and vegetables at a booth in Holt Park on 
Thursday, May 27 to raise fund to attend the National FFA Conference in Indianapolis in Oc-
tober. Their booth was the Holtville farmers’ market. | MARCIE LANDEROS PHOTO

See MARKET, PAGE 5 See MEMORIAL DAY, PAGE 4

See GRADS, PAGE 11

A mural designed by El Centro native Ernesto Yerena was recently 
finished on the wall of a former El Centro flower shop as a me-
morial to the Imperial Valley residents who died of COVID-19. | 
Photo by Camilo Garcia Jr.  

Mural A Mass 
Memorial

‘Hopeful’ State Commission Strikes 
Somber Tone Under Native Son  

BY RICHARD MONTENEGRO BROWN
CALEXICO CHRONICLE

EL CENTRO — Some of the paint was still tacky on 
the massive 13-foot by 75-foot COVID mural on the 
south wall of a former flower shop when handwritten 
messages started to appear within hours of the stucco 
canvas’ completion.

Four names, one of which was immediately recog-
nizable as a high-profile community death from the 
disease, El Centro policer Officer Efren Coronel — and 
more privately known individuals Hector J. Meza, Sofia 
Silva, and Victor Torres — were printed in black ink on 
a tiled area just below a sign affixed to the COVID-19 
mural giving credit to those involved in the project.

See MURAL, PAGE 3

SEE HOLTVILLETRIBUNE.COM
FOR MORE GRADUATE STORIES
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STAFF REPORT

HOLTVILLE — Members of 
Verde 4-H Club gathered at Ter-
race Park Cemetery on Friday 

evening, May 28 to plant min-
iature American flags near the 
graves of buried U.S. military 
veterans.

The youths staked the flags in 

the ground ahead of Memorial 
Day, Monday, May 31, the holi-
day meant to honor those who 
have died in service of the nation 
during battle.

Other volunteers and youth 
groups were planning to do sim-
ilar sentiments at cemeteries 
throughout Imperial County in 
the run-up to Monday.

Holtville
Tribune
1239 W. Main St. 

El Centro, CA 92243
PUBLISHER:

Brenda Torres
EDITOR:

Richard Montenegro Brown
REPORTERS:

Julio Morales, Celeste Alva-
rez, Elizabeth Varin, 

Brianna Lusk Rangel, 
Murray Anderson

PRODUCTION:
Luke Phillips 

Christina Villarreal
PHOTOGRAPHERS:

Cathi Phillips Larios
Camilo Garcia Jr., 

ONLINE CONTENT PRODUCER:
Priscilla Brown

OFFICE MANAGER:
Rosa Nogueda

CARTOONIST:
Dave Garcia

Holtville Tribune (USPS 247-880) is 
published weekly on Thursdays for 
$42 per year by Holtville Tribune/
Imperial Valley Weekly/Calexico 
Chronicle at 1239 W. Main Street, 
El Centro, CA 92243. Periodical 
postage paid at Holtville, California.
Postmaster: Send address changes 
to Holtville Tribune, 1239 W. Main 
Street, El Centro, CA 92243. 
The Holtville Tribune is a newspaper 
of general circulation for the publi-
cation of legal notices, as defined in 
Section 4460 of the Political Code, 
State of California, in the Superior 
Court of Imperial County. 
Subscription prices: Imperial Coun-
ty - one year for $42, two years for 
$75; In California - One year for 
$42, two years for $75; Foreign - 
(except military) one year for $45. 

E-mail:
holtvillenews@aol.com

www.holtvilletribune.com

CALL (760) 339-4899 

A first class newspaper entered as 
second class matter at Holtville Post 

Office, February 27, 1905, under Act of 
Congress of March 3, 1997. 

Member of CNPA

LOCAL NEWS
CONTACT EDITOR RICHARD MONTENEGRO BROWN | richardmontenegrobrown@gmail.com

Semana del 7 de Junio
Terapia Dialéctica Conductual

Marie Arroyo, Licencia Estatal en Terapia, Matrimonial y Familiar, Supervisora de Servi-
cios para Adulto y Adultos Mayores

La Terapia Dialéctica Conductual (DBT, pos sus siglas en inglés) 
brinda a los clientes un nuevo conjunto de habilidades para 

manejar las emociones dolorosas y disminuir los conflictos en 
las relaciones. Esta terapia se centra en cuatro áreas: atenció n 

plena, tolerancia a la angustia, regulación de las emociones y efi-
cacia interpersonal DBT es un programa de tratamiento basado 

en evidencia que incorpora terapia individual, terapia grupal y un 
equipo de consulta con terapeutas. Este enfoque integral es una 
nueva adición al conjunto de practicas basadas en evidencia que 

adopta Salud Mental, únase a nosotros para escuchar más.

Con Dalia Pesqueira 

(422) 265-1525

Week of June 7

Dialectical Behavior Therapy
Daphna Peterson, LCSW, DBT, Therapist, Christopher Conley,MSW, RSW, DBT Clinician 

Portland DBT Institute

Dialectical Behavior Therapy(DBT) provides clients with new 
set of skills to manage painful emotions and decrease conflict 
inm relationships. This therapy focused on four areas: mind-
fulness, distress tolerance, emotion regulation, and interper-

sonal effectiveness. DBT is an evidenced based treatment 
program incorporating individual thera group therapy, and a 
therapist consultation team. This comprehensive approach 
is a new addition to the stable of evidence based practices 

embraced by Behavioral Health, join us to hear more.

MEMORIAL DAY

STAFF REPORT

HOLTVILLE — The follow-
ing reports were collected from 
the Imperial County Sheriff ’s 
Office call logs for the Holt-
ville substation from May 25 
through June 1.

TUESDAY, MAY 25
2:13 p.m.: Nine units with the 

Imperial County Sheriff ’s Office 
and an ambulance responded to 
a residence near the intersec-
tion of Palm Avenue and Sixth 
Street after a female subject 
called 911 to report that she was 
being abused by a male subject 
and needed help. The caller ad-
vised that the male subject was 
on parole and had a knife. 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 26
1:28 a.m.: A Fern Avenue 

resident requested to speak to 
a deputy in reference to “some-
one in a vehicle that is spying on 
him,” and asked for increased 
patrols in the area. 

11:44 a.m.: Deputies respond-
ed to the Speedway gas station 
on Fifth Street in reference to 
a male subject passed out in 
between the gas pumps with a 
bottle of vodka in his hand. The 
reporting party advised that the 
man was unable to walk. 

5:11 p.m.: A Fern Avenue 
resident requested a deputy to 
document that somebody had 
been logging into his Instagram 
account. 

SUNDAY, MAY 30
10:19 p.m.: Deputies re-

sponded to a structure fire at an 
abandoned home near the cor-
ner of Fifth Street and Towland 
Road. 

MONDAY, MAY 31
1:29 p.m.: A goat reported-

ly escaped from the FFA barn 
at Holtville High School. The 
principal advised deputies that 
an employee was enroute to col-
lect the goat. 

POLICE BRIEFS

Verde 4-H Plants Flags at Terrace Park

One member of Verde 4-H Club (left) uses a hammer and a screwdriver to start a 
pilot hole in the soil in front of a veterans’ grave mark to plant a miniature American 
flag for Memorial Day, Monday, May 31 at Terrace Park Cemetery on Friday, May 
28. | PHOTO COURTESY OF ROSIE ALLEGRANZA

ABOVE: Members of Verde 
4-H Club gathered at 
Terrace Park Cemetery in 
Holtville on Friday, May 28 
to plant American flags at 
graves before Memorial 
Day. 

RIGHT: A Verde 4-H Club 
member plants an American 
flag at the base of a U.S. 
Coast Guard veteran’s grave 
marker who served in Korea. 
The youth gathered with her 
fellow club members on Fri-
day evening, May 28 at Ter-
race Park Cemetery in Holt-
ville. | PHOTO COURTESY OF 
ROSIE ALLEGRANZA
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Other volunteers and youth 
groups were planning to do sim-
ilar sentiments at cemeteries 
throughout Imperial County in 
the run-up to Monday.

“I think it’s gonna become a 
memorial wall of COVID vic-
tims. … When we were there last 
night, we were all talking about 
that it would be cool, so some-
one must (have) done it after we 
left,” said the chief architect of 
the project, Boyle Heights artist 
and El Centro native Ernesto 
Yerena Montejano.

With 730 Imperial County 
residents dead from the corona-
virus since a pandemic was de-
clared in early 2020, it stands to 
reason that any mural meant to 
strike a tone of hope and aware-
ness in the community moving 
forward should also stand as a 
testament to loss, and the hand-
scrawled names appear to ensure 
the deceased are given their due.  

“I love it,” Yerena said of the 
additions on Sunday afternoon, 
May 30, which he said he discov-
ered after returning to the site 
following the final night/morn-
ing of work. “It really does make 
it for the people.”

The still officially untitled mu-
ral, strikingly large in its vivid 
pastel hues of purple, teal, and 
yellow in Yerena’s immediately 
recognizable printmakers’ style, 
was painted over the course of 
mostly eight nights/early morn-
ings, from May 22 through May 
30, by Yerena and members of 
his team, including experienced 
muralist Josh Valencia of Brand-
ed Arts.

The art itself was designed by 
Yerena, photographer Arlene 
Mejorado, and Ayerim Leon, 
who is Yerena’s sister-in-law-to-
be and served as inspiration for 
the central masked image in her 
job as a nurse. The piece was a 
commission by the California 
Department of Public Health 
as part of its “Your Actions Save 
Lives” campaign.

The basis for design formu-
lated long before the 34-year-
old Yerena was contacted by 
the state in February to be one 
of about 20 artists to work on 
COVID-themed public art piec-
es in some of the state’s hard-
est-hit communities.

As he tells it, Yerena had 
wanted to design a piece around 
COVID and Leon in her nursing 
gear, but the timing wasn’t right 
at the midpoint of the pandem-
ic, so when he was approached 
to create one of 14 pieces, he had 
the image of Leon already in his 
back pocket.

“When they hit me up to do 
this, they wanted a hopeful im-
age,” he said during a break from 
painting on Saturday night, May 
29, so Yerena returned to the 
idea of a portrait of his brother, 
Eduardo, Leon’s fiancé. Eduar-
do Yerena Montejano is also a 
nurse, Ernesto said.

What was rendered checked 
all the boxes of what the state 
was looking for as it continues to 
push forth the message of aware-
ness, vigilance and increased 
vaccination as California read-
ies to move beyond the current 
color-coded system and lifts al-
most all masking requirements 
on June 15.

But for Yerena, an artist who 
is very much aware of his roots 
and his place in the social justice 
landscape, this was a chance to 
meet the state’s needs and his 
own at once.

He dissected the imagery, 
which on its surface, seems sim-
ple enough as a masked woman 
holding a bouquet of flowers, 
the obvious tie-in to the location 
of the mural itself, which at the 
time the piece was started was 

Cynthia’s Flower Connection at 
739 N. Imperial Ave. As the mu-
ral was being finished, the ten-
ants of the recently sold build-
ing moved their business a few 
blocks north.

“She’s holding flowers, be-
cause she’s greeting the new 
day; it’s a hopeful image. But if 
you notice, and you look at the 
graphic (central image), there’s 
still the palm in there to the far 
right. The palm comes from fu-
nerals, so it does have a nod to 
mourning,” he said.

“This is a piece about re-
membering” those who have 
died, Yerena said, as much as it 
is about bringing awareness to 
wearing masks or moving for-
ward.

“This is a place for people that 
if they lost someone, they can 
come and celebrate them here. 
Like you come for flowers (at the 
flower shop) or hang out, what-
ever, this is dedicated for those 
folks,” said Yerena, adding that 
he had a few conversations with 
flower shop owner Cynthia Der-
ma, who told him they sold so 
many flowers and wreaths for all 
the funerals that had occurred 
over the past year and longer.

And the themes of the mural, 
he said, were also connected to 
the loss of freedom and the loss 
of youth of all the local students 
forced to stay indoors, apart 
from friends, not getting to go 
out to play or do something as 
simple as see a movie. 

“This is dedicated to these 
young kids that were locked up 
at home for a whole year, not 
locked up but quarantining,” 
Yerena said. “I know it’s taken a 
toll on everyone’s mental health. 
I think all of that went into the 
thought of this.”

Design-wise, he said the use 
of color was a traditional Mex-
ican-style palate, adding that 
when he thinks of purples he 
thinks of “salud,” or “health.” 
There are other nods to his an-
cestry in the piece as well, in-
cluding the use of certain geo-
metric patterns and designs.

“Being a mestizo, or mixed 
person, but also coming from 
indigenous identity, you know, 
indigenous roots, I wanted to 
honor that we’re on Kumeyaay 
land, and so on the side of the 
bars you see those triangles,” 
Yerena said. “That’s roughly 
based, you know, to honor the 
community. They have a lot of 
(those) designs on their pottery.

“And the flowers (not the 
bouquet, but the yellow flow-
er designs on the teal field) are 
more of the kind of ornate Mex-
ican-style flowers,” he explained. 
“It’s a little bit of a nod to like the 
Mexican American community 
here. You know, obviously, (the 

image based on Leon is) Mexi-
can, but that was just something 
that kind of tied it all together.”

Yerena said a lot of people 
pitched in to make the project 
a reality, from concept to exe-
cution, and he thanked them in 
abundance on the plaque to the 
left edge of the mural.

Primarily a fine art printmak-
er, this is only the fourth mural 
Yerena has done, and he said 
to make the project a reality he 
assembled a team of familiars 
and also people who are accom-
plished in taking on such large 
projects.

One of the men who was 
seen slinging paint with Yerena 
throughout the eight days was 
Josh Valencia, which Yerena said 
came through the Branded Arts 
association. He said Valencia is a 
master muralist.

And although the state cred-
its Yerena as the artist, he clear-
ly gives equal billing to Leon 
and Arlene Mejorado, who he 
known for many years and who 
has worked on projects with Yer-
ena’s longtime mentor-turned-
creative-equal Shepard Fairey, 
of Obama “Hope” poster/Obey 
fame.

As an artist from that pre-

cise, stencil-oriented back-
ground, Yerena said getting the 
right photo to base a design on 
is “everything,” and Mejorado 
achieved that with her photo of 
Leon used to create the final de-
sign.

Also among those credited 
on the printed sign are Yerena’s 
parents, Ernesto and Vicky, and 
other family members, friends, 
and associates, including friend, 
former El Centro resident and 
Starts with Arts Foundation 
co-founder David Varela.

Until Branded Arts got in-
volved and also took on the 
function as Yerena’s public rela-
tions/outreach arm, Varela did 
a lot of the early heavy-lifting 
to help scout locations and be a 
link between the state and Yere-
na and Cynthia Derma from the 
flower shop.

“He’s the one that contacted 
me, he came and visited Cyn-
thia’s flower shop, he explained 
to them the whole thing, and he 
made it happen,” Yerena said. 
“Without him, it wouldn’t have 
happened because I didn’t have 
time to come down. I was too 
slammed.”

Varela, who now lives in Te-
mecula, said he was contact-
ed by the state earlier this year 
when they were in search of con-
nections to the arts community 
in Imperial County. Varela said 
they found him on the internet 
through his Start with Arts non-
profit, and he said he suggested 
Yerena straightaway.

“I told them Ernesto would 
work really well, just because of 
the background that he has. I’ve 
just liked how socially he’s been 
involved in advocacy for such 
a long time and a knowing that 
he would really put his heart 
into something like this for the 
Imperial Valley,” Varela said in a 
phone interview on May 29.

It took a few trips to find the 
right place, Varela said, as an 
initial location by the Depart-
ment of Motor Vehicles office 
on South Imperial Avenue was 
turned down by Yerena, who Va-
rela said did not want his mural 
competing for space with com-

mercial signage in the immedi-
ate vicinity.

Once Cynthia’s Flower Con-
nection was found, everyone got 
on board after some back and 
forth between all parties.

Yerena’s mural appears to ac-
tually be one of the last of the 14 
public art pieces to be finished, 
which range in media from mu-
rals and gallery art installations 
to performances and literary 
works in “disproportionately im-
pacted communities.”

The community arts initiative 
was developed in partnership 
with the Center at Sierra Health 
Foundation “to raise awareness 
of critical actions Californians 
have taken to help stop the 
spread of COVID-19 — and to 
encourage people to contin-
ue those practices — such as 
wearing a mask, washing hands, 
physical distancing, and getting 
vaccinated,” according to state 
campaign materials.

Varela and Yerena were both 
surprised to hear that the build-
ing would no longer be a flower 
shop, and Yerena said he has no 
idea what that means for the fu-
ture of the mural. But he says he 
can’t image someone not want-
ing a high-profile art piece on 
their wall.

Cynthia Derma of Cynthia’s 
Flower Connection explained 
during an interview last week 
that she was clear with the state 
that the building was in escrow 
when all parties agreed to move 
forward, but she honestly did 
not think the escrow would go 
through so soon. In fact, she was 
saddened to be moving out of 
her location of the last nine years 
just as such a significant piece of 
art was being finished.

“It’s very beautiful. … It’s kind 
of a miracle (the mural) to help 
give the Imperial Valley hope to 
the community that there’s al-
ways a bright side at the end of 
the tunnel. And like I said, they 
chose our beautiful little city 
with a local-born artist to speak 
out through the art,” Derma said.

LOCAL NEWS

LAW OFFICE OF KEN BAKER
Attorney at Law

Evictions • Probates • Bankruptcy
1615 Suite A, West Main Street

El Centro, CA 92243
Kenbakerattorney@gmail.com

kenbakerattorney.com

MEMORIAL DAY

CONTINUE READING THIS STORY AT: 
HOLTVILLETRIBUNE.COM

ARTHUR RICHARD ZEIGLER was born on April 30, 1937 in Emmetsburg, Iowa.  He left Holtville,
California on May 13, 2021, and now resides in Heaven.  

He was preceded in death by his Mother and Father, Lucille and Lloyd Zeigler, Mother and Father in-
law Woodrow and Dona Faulkner, and his older sister, Louetta Reese.  He was also preceded in death by
family members Frank and Ruby Scott, Charles and Dorothy Bentley, James Bentley, Steve Scott, and
Nancy Zeigler.  He is survived by his younger brother, Bill Zeigler and Lex and Sandra Bentley, brother and
sister in-law.  He is also survived by his wife and his three daughters.  

Art joined the United States Navy at age 18 and proudly served his country for four years.  Shortly
thereafter, Art married his sweetheart, Shirley Ann Faulkner.  The wedding was on June 6, 1959 in the
Holtville First Assembly of God Church.

Serving the Lord was important to Art.  He was faithful in his worship, attendance, witnessing, and
tithes for his entire life.  He became a minister early on and spent his life telling others about Jesus.  Art
was a pastor with the Assemblies of God Church for 62 years. He also ministered for the elderly at many
Imperial Valley Convalescent Homes. 

In the early years of marriage, Art was a diesel mechanic. But he took classes at night, and earned a BA
from San Diego State University in 1971. He then pursued a teaching credential, and spent many years
teaching and coaching at Imperial High School, Holtville Middle School, and Holtville High School.  He
was proud to be a Viking, and loved coaching sports.  

In 1961, Art and Shirley had their first child, Gail LeeAnn Zeigler.  In 1964, they welcomed another new
baby girl, Janice Lynne (Zeigler) Heskett.  And they completed their family in 1972 with their last daugh-
ter, Shelley LaRee Zeigler. 

As Art continued on through life teaching school and ministering, the grandchildren began to arrive.
These were the absolute joy of his life.   Cass, Woodrow, Nick (Janice), Toni Jane (Gail),
and Aislee (Shelley) were the sweetest part of his life.   His great-grandchildren are Destiny, Hunter, and
Ember.  

When Art retired from teaching high school in 1998, he began Pastoring full time.  He restored the
Holtville First Assembly of God Church to its former glory, and loved the congregants there with his
whole being.  

The remaining years of life Art has been a mentor to the congregation of Turning Point Ministries of
Holtville.   He worked in children's ministries, and loved those kids to pieces.  But he always had a spe-
cial place in his heart for those who wanted help to get into ministry.   He prayed for people and read his
Bible daily, and when his eyes withered, he wrote names on cards to pray for people.   

Art passed away in his sleep on May 13, 2021, with his beloved wife holding his hand, and his children
at his side.  He is in God's loving arms now, where his eyes can see, his legs can walk, and there is no
more cancer.  

The family would like to thank Dr. Tariq for his love and care, and Accent Hospice for their dedication
and kindness to our Dad.  

A viewing will be held at Hems Bros. Mortuary in El Centro on Wednesday, June 9, 2021, from 6:00 to
8:00pm. The funeral for Art Zeigler will be held at Turning Point Ministries in Holtville on Thursday, June
10, 2021, at 10:00am. 

Art will be buried at the Holtville Cemetery after the funeral.  All are welcome to attend. 

Arthur Richard Zeigler
4/30/37 - 5/13/21

MURAL
From page 1

Artist Josh Valencia of Branded Arts works on details fo the new El Centro mural. 
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LEGAL NOTICEPUBLIC NOTICE

PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING
AGENDA

COUNTY OF IMPERIAL
JIM MINNICK, DIRECTOR

HEARING DATE: June 9, 2021 AT 9:00 A.M. 
HEARING LOCATION: 940 MAIN STREET, BOARD ROOM, EL CENTRO, CALIFORNIA
9:00 A.M. ROLL CALL
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF MAY 12, 2021 MEETING

PUBLIC HEARINGS: Planning Commission Meeting Live Video/Audio Streaming Link
http://imperial.granicus.com/ViewPublisher.php?view_id=2. Through the guidance of our Public
Health Officer, California Department of Public Health and the California Governor’s Office, in
order to minimize the spread of the COVID-19 virus, we are following these recommendations:
1. You are strongly encouraged to listen to the live audio and video stream of the Planning
Commission meetings at the link mentioned above. 2. Should you wish to provide public com-
ment on a specific item on the agenda and/or general public comment, please submit your com-
ment via email to the Planning Commission clerk at icpdscommentletters@co.imperial.ca.us no
later than 2:00 p.m. on the Tuesday prior to the Planning Commission meeting. If you are plan-
ning to attend the Planning Commission meeting in person you will be required to maintain
appropriate social distancing i.e. maintain a six-foot distance between yourself and other indi-
viduals. All supporting documentation is available for public review in the office of the Planning
& Development Services Department located at 801 Main Street, El Centro, Ca. 92243 during
regular business hours, 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday, excluding holidays. The
environmental documentation is also available at www.icpds.com. Please remember to shut off
all cell phones, or electronic devices upon entering the Board Chambers. 

The public will have an opportunity to speak to any agenda item when the Chairman opens the
matter to the public to discussion and before action is taken. The Chairman will determine the
order of speaking and unless the Chairman grants more or less time, the speaker’s limit is 3 min-
utes on each agenda item. Please read and complete a speaker form at the podium prior to the
start of the meeting. The Chairperson will call on you to speak when your item is called. 

1. Consideration of Time Extension #21-0014 for TR#00941 as submitted by
Kilmainham Holdings, LLC requesting the sixth and final time extension of Tract Map #00941,
for one (1) additional year. The Board of Supervisors approved Tract Map #00941, subject to
conditions, on January 19, 1999. This time extension request is being made pursuant to the
Subdivision Map Act and the property owner’s intent of developing the land in the near future.
This sixth and final extension would cover from June 15, 2021 to June 15, 2022. On properties
legally described as a Portion of Section 11, 12 and Tract 148, Township 17 South, Range 15
East, SBB&M, in an unincorporated area of the County of Imperial, State of California.
Assessor’s Parcel Number (s) 059-210-035 (et al.) (1851 Carr Road, Calexico, CA), (Supervisory
District #2), [Diana Robinson, Planner III at (442) 265-1736 extension 1751 or via email at dia-
narobinson@co.imperial.ca.us]. 

Actions:
a. Approve Time Extension EXT#21-0014 for Tract Map #00941 for the sixth and final

one-year extension, subject to the conditions listed under said Tract Map. 

2. Consideration of Time Extension #21-0012 for TR #00958 as submitted by
Alphabet Farms, LLC (applicant) requesting the sixth and final one-year time extension for Tract
Map #958 as allowed by the Subdivision Map Act. The Board of Supervisors approved Tract Map
#958 (Major subdivision) subject to conditions, on August 16, 2005. The sixth and final time
extension would cover from August 16, 2021 to August 16, 2022 (end of life of the map). The
applicant intends to file all phases of the tentative map. On properties legally described as a por-
tion of Tract 64, Township 16 South, Range 12/13 East, SBB&M, in an unincorporated area of
the County of Imperial, State of California. Assessor’s Parcel Number (s) 051-450-011, -012, -
013 & -018-000 (1700 West Ross Road, Seeley, CA), (Supervisory District #3), [Diana
Robinson, Planner III at (442) 265-1736 extension 1751 or via email at dianarobinson@co.impe-
rial.ca.us

Actions:
a. Approve Time Extension (EXT#21-0012) will extend Tract Map (TR#00958) for the

sixth and final one-year time extension, subject to the conditions listed under said Tract Map. 

3. Consideration of Conditional Use Permit #20-0019 as submitted by Cabaj
Zbigniew & Martha Blaszczyk, proposing CUP to continue the extraction of one (1) acre feet of
water a year for residential use from existing water well originally entitled under CUP #935-90.
On property legally described as Portion of Tract 49, Township 16 South, Range 10 East, SBBM,
in an unincorporated area of the County of Imperial, Assessor Parcel Number 033-620-006-000
(1 Coyote Well Rd., Ocotillo CA 92259),(Supervisorial District #2) [Mariela Moran, Planner II
at 442-265-1736, extension 1747 or by email at marielamoran@co.imperial.ca.us]. 

Actions:
a. Adopt the Negative Declaration by finding that the proposed project would not have

a significant effect on the environment as recommended at the Environmental Evaluation
Committee (EEC) hearing on April 29, 2021;

b. Make the De Minimus Finding as recommended at the April 29, 2021 EEC hearing
that the project will not individually or cumulatively have an adverse effect on Fish and Wildlife
Resources, as defined in Section 711.2 of the Fish and Game Codes; and 

c. Approve the Resolution(s) and Supporting Findings, and Conditional Use Permit
(CUP) #20-0019, subject to all the Conditions and authorize the Planning & Development
Services Director to sign the CUP upon receipt from the applicant. 

4. Consideration of Conditional Use Permit #19-0026, as submitted by Pyramid
Construction & Aggregate LLC., proposing to amend existing operational Conditional Use
Permit #16-0008 via Conditional Use Permit #19-0026 to construct and operate a portable
asphalt batch plant on their existing, American Girl East mining site. This project is located on
property legally further described as the portion of Section 19, Township 15 South, and Range
21 East; and identified as Assessor’s Parcel Number 050-320-031-000 (3737 American Girl
Road, Winterhaven, CA), (Supervisorial District #5), Patricia Valenzuela, Planner IV at (442)
265-1736, extension 1749 or at PatriciaValenzuela@co.imperial.ca.us]. 

Actions
a. Adopt the Negative Declaration by finding that the proposed project would not have

a significant effect on the environment as recommended by the Environment Evaluation
Committee on January 14, 2021, 

b. Make the De Minimums Finding, as recommended at the January 14, 2021 EEC
hearing, that the project will not individually or cumulatively have an adverse effect on Fish and
Wildlife Resources, as defined in Section 711.2 of the California Fish and Game Codes; and 

c. Approve the Resolution and supporting findings, for Conditional Use Permit #19-
0026, subject to all the conditions and authorize the Planning & Development Services Director
to sign the Conditional Use Permit upon receipt from the Permittee. 

5. Consideration of Conditional Use Permit (CUP) #19-0016 as submitted by Allied
Imperial Landfill, requesting an amendment to the existing Conditional Use Permit #07-0027, to
allow for out of County waste to be deposited at the landfill. On property legally described as a
Tract 222 & Tract 223, Section 9, Township 15 South, Range 14 East, SBB&M, in an unincor-
porated area of the County of Imperial, Assessor Parcel Number 044-030-006-000 & 044-030-
024-000 (104 Robinson Road, Imperial, CA), (Supervisorial District #5), [Mariela Moran,
Planner II at 442-265-1736, extension 1747 or by email at marielamoran@co.imperial.ca.us]. 

Actions: 
a. Adopt the Negative Declaration by finding that the proposed project would not have

a significant effect on the environment as recommended at the Environmental Evaluation
Committee (EEC) hearing on April 15, 2021, 

b. Make the De Minimus Finding as recommended at the April 15, 2021 EEC hearing
that the project will not individually or cumulatively have an adverse effect on Fish and Wildlife
Resources, as defined in Section 711.2 of the Fish and Game Codes; and 

c. Approve the Resolution(s) and Supporting Findings, and Conditional Use Permit
(CUP) #19-0016, subject to all the Conditions and authorize the Planning & Development
Services Director to sign the CUP upon receipt from the applicant. 

6. Consideration of Conditional Use Permit #19-0017, for a Planning Commission
determination as submitted by Second Imperial Geothermal Company, proposing a fifteen (15)
year renewal for the operation of the existing Second Imperial Geothermal facilities. The pro-
posed Conditional Use Permit #19-0017 will allow for upgrades including the installation of two
new water-cooled ORMAT Energy Converters (OECs) to replace six old units from 1992; three
10,000 gallon isopentane storage tanks; and, additional pipes to connect the proposed facilities.
All proposed upgrades will be developed within the existing Heber 2 facility and fence line. CUP
#19-0017 also proposes to renew the permitted life of the Second Imperial Geothermal facilities
including the (Heber 2, Heber South, Goulds 2 plant facilities) for 15 years. Additionally, the
Planning Commission will make a determination for a proposed Mitigated Negative Declaration
(MND) and a Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program and approval of the Findings of
Fact that the project is categorically exempt from CEQA under Government Section Code
15301, 15302 & 15061 and no further environmental documentation is necessary. This project
is located at 855 Dogwood Road, south the town-site of Heber, California. The parcels are
describe as Tract 44, Township 16 South, Range 14 East, SBB&M and identified as APN 054-
250-031-000, on an approx. total of 40 acres. (Supervisorial District # 2), [David Black, Planner
IV at (442) 265-1736, extension 1746 or by email at davidblack@co.imperial.ca.us].

Actions:
a. Approve of the Findings of Fact that project is categorically exempt from CEQA

under Government Code Section 15301, 15302, & 15061 and that no further environmental doc-
umentation is necessary. 

b. Adopt the Mitigated Negative Declaration, with the “Mitigations, Monitoring and
Reporting Program” on the basis of the Initial Study and any comments received showing no
substantial evidence that the project will have a significant effect on the environment. 

c. Make the De Minimus Findings, as recommended at the November 19, 2020 EEC
hearing, that the project will not individually or cumulatively have an adverse effect on Fish and
Wildlife Resources, as defined in Section 711.2 of the Fish and Game Codes; and 

d. Adopt the Findings and Resolution(s), approving Conditional Use Permit #19-0017,
subject to all the conditions of approval, and authorize the Planning & Development Services
Department Director to execute the cup Agreement. 

For questions regarding these projects contact the above-mentioned Planner following the project. 
Si usted requiere esta información en español, favor de llamar al (442) 265-1736 
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“It’s wonderful to come out and honor those lost in ser-
vice. We owe a lot to those who passed protecting our coun-
try,” said Karen Gibbs, president of the American Legion 
Bradley Keffer auxiliary Post 138.

The Legion and its auxiliary helped stage the morning 
ceremonies, along with the city of Holtville, Daughters of 
the American Revolution Desert Palm Chapter, and Impe-
rial County Sheriff ’s Office.

White crosses with the names of veterans from Holtville 
who had passed away could be seen on the grass of Holt 
Park as community members and others arrived to partic-
ipant in the services. Various Holtville council members 
were on hand, and Mayor Mike Goodsell spoke, as did 
Holtville Fire Chief Alex Silva.

Holtville High senior Abby Garewal played “Taps” on her 
trumpet at one point, and songs from area officials helped 
usher in the ceremonies.

City Manager Nick Wells and Holtville-area Imperi-
al County Supervisor Ray Castillo both performed songs 
during the ceremony. Nick performed the “Star Spangled 
Banner,” while Castillo sang “God Bless America” and 
“Amazing Grace.” 

“I wanted to do something besides (be) behind the scenes 
and planning,” Wells said. “I was happy to do it and happy 
to show my respect.”

Holtville saw a tremendous amount of community en-
gagement during the ceremony. Veteran and American Le-
gion member Carlos Zaragoza praised Joseph Turner and 
his students at Holtville High School. 

“Every year,” Zaragoza said, “they help us set up for our 
Memorial Day ceremony or set flags out for our Veterans 
Day parade. Whatever we ask them, they help!”

Zaragoza encouraged community members to give back 
to the American Legion, so that they could continue to sup-
port local veterans and their families. His message, which 
could be felt throughout the ceremony, was “we are a city 
united.” 

About 15 miles west and shortly after the Holtville event 
concluded, Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 9305 hosted a 
Memorial Day ceremony at Bucklin Park along with the 
city of El Centro.

El Centro City Council members took turns during the 
ceremony reading the names of veterans who appear on the 
memorial wall at the park.

Mayor Pro Tem Tomas Oliva discussed the importance 
of this year’s Memorial Day ceremony.

“This time last year we were unable to have our Memo-
rial Day or Veterans Day celebrations. That’s why today is 
so important. That’s why we have so many on the list, and 
why it is so long. We wanted to make sure that we honored 
the veterans not only for this year, but for last year as well,” 
Oliva said. 

El Centro officials were not the only ones to put a focus 
on honoring all of the veterans who have been lost. Thomas 
Henderson, post adjutant for VFW Post 9305, listed the ca-
sualties to every single war and operation the United States 
has participated in since the Civil War. 

His speech, given in front of the “Freedom Isn’t Free” me-
morial, was a sobering reminder of how many people gave 
their lives for our country. 

Henderson reminded, “(we) may not know them all but 
we owe them all.” 

He encouraged members of the community to contact 
the city of El Centro if there were any veterans’ name that 
needed to be added to the park’s memorial, and to come 
back and visit an exhibit that’s being hosted at Bucklin on 
Nov. 10-15 called “Honoring Our Heroes: the Mobile Viet-
nam Memorial Wall.”

The wall is a half-size scale tribute of the Vietnam War 
Memorial in Washington, D.C. 

In further highlighting the importance of the event and 
the day, veteran Edward Castillo-Rubio, standing in front of 
the Veterans Memorial, said: 

“Memorial Day is important. Forget any other military 
celebration or ceremony. Remember Memorial Day. This 
day for all the people who died to protect you and your 
freedom.” 

MEMORIAL DAY
From page 1

Members of the Holtville community attend the city’s Memorial Day service on Monday morning, May 31 at Holt Park. 
| CATHI PHILLIPS LARIOS PHOTO
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The Holtville Chamber of 
Commerce put on a farmers’ 
market-style event in February to 
replace the canceled Carrot Fes-
tival events as COVID-19 condi-
tions were still at a high point, al-
though on their way down. City 
officials took on the organiza-
tional duties and has since staged 
the last two formal markets, the 
first in April.

Holtville had 26 vendors in 
attendance, selling everything 
from handmade goods to food, 
and drew around 250 people 
to Holt Park. Pablo Torres, an 
AmeriCorps volunteer on hand 
to assist the city during the mar-
ket, encouraged people to come 
to these events.

“It’s a lot of fun. People can 
shop, and socialize, and now we 
have a live band,” Torres said as 
Brawley’s Misery Whistle per-
formed it’s harmonica-driven 
blues in the background under 
the Holt Park gazebo.

One of Misery Whistle’s 
members, “harp” player Daniel 
Jongeward, explained that the 
band’s mission is to expose peo-
ple to a variety of different blues, 
from well-loved classics to less-
er-known songs, and even a few 
original pieces. 

“This is our third time playing 
here. We love it. It’s a very relaxed 
place to play,” Jongeward added.

While farmers’ market do 
tend to be vendor- and enter-
tainment-driven, they are also a 
source of fundraising opportuni-
ties for the community. Holtville 
High’s FFA members were out 
in force, drumming up support 
— and dollars — to attend the 
National FFA Conference at the 
Indianapolis Convention Center 
in October.

Several chapter members won 
major awards at a recent agri-
science fair that qualified them 
for the big show, and to get there 
they were selling fruits and veg-
etables which had been donated 
by local farmers from around 
the Valley in a fundraiser orga-
nized by John Hawk and Carson 
Crankright, both Holtville High 
School staff members.

The students in the FFA pro-
gram were full energy as they 
talked to visitors, and Crankright 
told the Tribune: “They are hap-
py to be in school, happy to be in 
person, and happy to be active in 
the community again.” 

Donations to support Holt-
ville’s FFA program can be made 
at Holtville High School. 

Meanwhile, the variety of ven-
dors out continued to be diverse, 
albeit in still smaller numbers 
due to distancing issued brought 
on state and local COVID health 
orders.

In fact, vendor Amanda Wag-
ner of Amanda’s Apparel ex-
plained that her business was ac-
tually a direct result of COVID. 

Amanda expressed a passion for 
clothing, so she began to make 
clothes to help with the isolation 
that COVID brought. She start-
ed in January selling handmade 
clothes and accessories with 
the help of her children, Kacie 
Mange, Eric Pacheco, and Erin 
Pacheco. 

“After everything with COVID, 
it’s nice to be out and getting 
some social interactions,” Wag-
ner’s son, Eric Pacheco said. This 
was Amanda’s Apparel’s second 
time out at Holtville’s Farmer’s 
Market.

Although city officials could 
not immediately be reached for 
this story, Holtville Chamber of 
Commerce Executive Manager 
Rosie Allegranza, who helped 
organize the first market back in 
February, said Imperial County 
Public Health Department offi-
cials have been complimentary 
of the efforts in Holtville during 
all three events to maintain strin-
gent COVID regulations amid 
trying to provide these events for 
the community.

To ensure that everyone was 
kept safe, the city, under the 
guidelines provided by Public 
Health’s Environmental Health 
Division, provided tables and 
chairs for visitors so they could 
sit and eat in a designated area, 
and were not allowed to walk 
around and eat. 

AmeriCorps assisted with the 
event, ensuring that visitors enter 
and exit through one area, to cre-
ate, to keep traffic flowing in the 
same direction, and provide pa-
trons with face masks as needed. 

Also, the number of vendors 
was limited, so that six feet could 
be provided between booths. 

None of that mattered to Im-
perial resident Victor Rodriguez 
and his 12-year-old daughter, 
Lynn. As Lynn looked at toys in a 
vendor’s booth, Victor expressed 
a feeling of relief. 

“She looks so happy. I haven’t 
seen her smile like that in forev-
er. It feels like things might final-
ly start getting back to normal,” 
he said.

MARKET
From page 1
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Calexico Pol Peeves Police 
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SUSPENDED ICOE TRUSTEE 
SEEKS NEW TRIAL

BRAWLEY — Annette Gonza-
lez-Buttner, whose recent convic-
tion on four felony counts related 
to election fraud had prompted her 
suspension from the county Board 
of Education, is seeking a new trial.

The motion seeking the court 
to grant a new trial alleges that 
insufficient evidence was presented 
at trial, that the presiding judge 
made an error of the law and 
that the prosecution engaged in 
misconduct.

Defense attorney Jill Cremeans 

filed the motion for a new trial on 
Monday, May 24. Gonzalez-But-
tner was initially scheduled to be 
sentenced on Thursday, May 27 
after a jury found her guilty of all 
charges on April 23. 

On Tuesday, May 25, Cremeans 
filed a motion asking the court 
to continue the pending hear-
ings, citing a family emergency. 
During a hearing on that motion 
on Wednesday, May 26, county 
Superior Court Judge Christopher 
Plourd granted the continuance, 
without any objection by the pros-
ecution. 

- Julio Morales

NEWS BRIEF

Amanda Warner (center, back row), and her children, Kacie Mange (left, back), 
Erin Pacheco (right, back), and Eric Pacheco (foreground), of Amanda’s Apparel 
pose in front of their booth during at the Holtville farmers’ market in Holt Park on 
Thursday, May 27. | MARCIE LANDEROS PHOTO
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DERMA’S FLOOR COVERINGS
IN BUSINESS SINCE 1978

Free Estimates!Free Estimates!
Open Monday-Friday, 

8 a.m. to 6 p.m.
760-355-2483 or 760-355-2484

220 No. J Street, Imperial, CA 92251

Spring into a 
New Driver’s Seat

DocuSign funding available

Ask about GAP | MRC

Promotional rates valid through end
of May 

with First Imperial Credit Union

3.49%
APR*

Terms Up  to 84 Months
Terms Up  to 84 Months

R
at

es
 a

s 
lo

w
 a

s

Apply Online at ficu.com
*Annual Percentage Rate. Loan application subject to credit approval. 3.49% APR applies to new vehicles up to 84 months based on creditworthiness.  Current FICU loans not eligible for promotion. Other restrictions may 
apply. All vehicles �nanced are subject to inspection. Minimum loan amount of $5,000.  Payment per $1,000 �nanced with an 84 month term at 3.49% APR is $13.37. Rates and terms subject to change without notice. For 
additional details visit �cu.com or the Loan Liner agreement. FICU reserves the right to modify or end this promotion at any time without notice. Promotional rate valid 4/1/21 through 5/31/21. 

WHEN YOU SEE THIS ALERT,  
IT’S TIME TO TAKE ACTION.

To raise awareness and promote voluntary energy conservation this summer, 
the Imperial Irrigation District has created new Conserve Alert notifications. 
If a Conserve Alert notification is issued, customers will be notified through 
IID’s social media, website, mobile app, email, phone messages and the 
local news. 
Through energy conservation, we can all help maintain reliable electric 
service for everyone and avert rotating power outages.
For more information visit iid.com/ConserveAlert. IID

A century of service.
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SPORTS

HOLTVILLE SPORTS PAGE BROUGHT TO YOU BY:

(760) 356-1192 (760) 356-4381 (760) 337-3883 (760) 356-5800

Barbara Worth 
Country Club

(877) 482-5656

433 W. 5th Street,  
Holtville

(760) 356-4103

BOYS WRESTLING GIRLS SOCCER

BY MURRAY ANDERSON
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

S aturday, May 29 was redemption time for Holtville 
High School senior Nicholas Villegas and the Vi-
kings’ wrestling team.

He’d waited 17 months and battled through a world-
wide pandemic to get back on the wrestling mat at the 
CIF-San Diego Section Division IV championships. As 
a team, the Vikings hadn’t hoisted a wrestling banner 
since 2017 with rival Imperial winning the last two CIF-
SDS Division IV titles. 

“I finally proved to myself and everyone there that 
I could do it and become a CIF champion,” said the 
18-year-old Villegas after he won the 222-pound cham-
pionship match at Mount Miguel High School in Spring 
Valley on May 29.

“I’ve was pretty sad when we had to start my senior 
year with online school and it didn’t look like we’d get 
to have any senior activities or any sports,” Villegas said. 
“Then when we heard football was starting I got excited 
because even though they were going to be short seasons 
at least we got something.”

Wrestling was the quickest season of all the high 
school sports during this COVID-shortened year. The 
Vikings participated in one tournament, a tri-meet, a 
dual meet and then headed to the Division champion-
ships on Saturday.

“I’d only wrestled one match before going to CIF but 
after seeing how I wrestled in the dual meet I thought I’d 
be ready,” Villegas said.

He certainly was ready, pinning all three of his oppo-
nents after getting a bye in the first round as the top seed 
in the 222-pound weight class. His toughest match came 
in the quarterfinals when he pinned Imperial High’s Vin-
cent Sandoval in the second period. 

In the semifinals, he pinned Oscar Jackson of Calipa-
tria in the first round and then pinned Gabriel Gabbard 
of Lincoln in the championship match in 1 minute, 22 
seconds. 

Villegas lost in February 2020 in the semifinals as a 
junior.

“I was really hoping we’d get a chance for a wrestling 
season so I could go redeem myself after last year,” Ville-
gas said. “Ever since quarantine started I was staying in 
shape so I could be ready to go.”

The rest of the Vikings were ready to go as well as Holt-
ville won the team championship with a score of 216.5, 
well ahead of second-place Imperial (151.5). Mater Dei 
Catholic and Mountain Empire of Pine Valley tied for 
third (85) followed by Clairemont (77), Mount Miguel 
(65.5) and Calipatria (63.5).

Holtville’s CIF-SDS Division IV champions were ju-
nior Donovan Johnston at 122 pounds, freshman Seth 

Iten at 147 pounds and Villegas at 222 pounds. 
Johnston defeated Imperial senior Naythan Galbi-

so in the championship match by 10-3 decision, while 
Iten pinned Nathan Karl from Mater Dei Catholic in the 
third round of his championship match.

“Galbiso is ranked in the top 10 in the state for that 
weight class and he’d beaten Donovan three times last 
year,” said C.J. Johnston, Holtville’s head wrestling coach 
and athletic director. “That was a big win for us and big 
momentum boost for the whole team.”

Vikings who earned second place at the meet were 
freshman Jesus Lopez (108 pounds), senior Raymond 
Castillo (115 pounds), sophomore Josh Enriquez (134 
pounds) junior Payton Iten (162 pounds), sophomore 
Daniel Ledesma (172 pounds) and senior Enrique Es-
trada (184 pounds). 

Holtville’s lone third-place finisher was sophomore El-
liot Ortiz at 197 pounds. 

“We were all pretty excited when it was announced 
we’d won the team championship,” Villegas said. “Mostly, 
none of us had won a CIF before and to be honest, I got 
kind of emotional when the underclassmen came up and 
said they were doing it for the seniors.”

With COVID restrictions, the divisional meets are 
as far as wrestlers can go. There is no CIF-SDS Masters 
meet where all divisions compete against each other and 
there is no CIF state championship event in Bakersfield. 

CIF CHAMPIONSHIPCIF CHAMPIONSHIP
VIKINGS GRAB

HOLTVILLE HIGH SCHOOL WRESTING TEAM - CIF CHAMPIONS
COURTESY PHOTOS

Holtville High School senior Nicholas Villegas (top) prepares 
to pin Lincoln High School’s Gabriel Gabbard in the 222-pound 
division at the CIF- San Diego Section Division IV wrestling meet 
in Spring Valley on Saturday, May 29. 
| HOLTVILLE HIGH COURTESY PHOTO

BY MURRAY ANDERSON
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

CHULA VISTA — Holtville High School’s 
girls soccer team came up just short of making 
history as the first to win a CIF-San Diego Sec-
tion title when the Vikings lost, 3-2, to Orange 
Glen High of Escondido at Eastlake High here 
in the Division V championship match on Fri-
day, May 28.

Holtville got off to a terrible start in the game, 
giving up goals in the opening minute of the 
match and in the 16th minute to Orange Glen 
senior Valeria Alcantar. The opening goal was 
just misread by the Vikings’ goalkeeper and 
seemed to swing the momentum in the Patriots’ 
favor.

“We had a huge turnout of fans and maybe the 
girls were feeling the pressure,” said Sadie Ming, 
Holtville’s first-year head coach. “A playoff game 
is completely different energy than a regular sea-
son game.”

Vikings Fall Short 
in CIF Title Game

Holtville High School sophomore Mykenzie Wright 
(9) shields the ball from an Orange Glen player 
during the CIF-San Diego Section Division V 
championship game at Eastlake High in Chula 
Vista on Friday, May 28. | HOLTVILLE HIGH SCHOOL 
COURTESY PHOTO

STAFF REPORT

An exciting two weeks is about to 
tip off on Tuesday, June 1 as the CIF-
San Diego Section boys and girls bas-
ketball playoffs get started with plenty 
of local representation.

On the girls’ side, Holtville finished 
its season as Imperial Valley League 
champions with an 8-0 league record, 
9-1 overall. For that effort, the Vikings 
were awarded the eighth-seed in the 

Division II tournament and will host 
Francis Parker High of San Diego at 
6:30 p.m. Wednesday, June 2. 

The Vikings finished their perfect 
IVL run with a 56-38 victory over 
Calexico on Friday, May 28. Junior 
Orian Anderson paced Holtville 
with 21 points and sophomore Skylar 
Hanson finished with 10 points and 
nine rebounds. Sophomore Kamryn 
Walker had a double-double with 10 
rebounds and 10 assists while senior 

Litzy Velarde chipped in with 10 re-
bounds and three blocked shots.

If the Vikings are able to get past 
Francis Parker, they will play the win-
ner of the Chula Vista-Academy of 
Our Lady of Peace contest in the quar-
terfinals set for Saturday, June 5.

Vincent Memorial Catholic
The Scots were CIF-SDS Division V 

finalists in 2020, losing a heartbreaker 

GIRLS BASKETBALL

Playoff Matchups Set for Local Squads Holtville High School 
senior Litzy Velarde 
(left) grabs the ball 
along with Calexico 
High senior Lyah 
Macias during their 
Imperial Valley 
League game in 
Holtville on Friday, 
May 28. Both the 
Vikings and Bulldogs 
will begin CIF-San 
Diego Section playoffs 
on Wednesday, 
June 2. | VALERIE 
MENDOZA PHOTO

STAFF REPORT

HOLTVILLE — The Holtville High School 
boys team broke open a close game with a 
23-point third quarter and defeated El Cajon 
Valley, 69-45, in the CIF-SDS Division IV first 
round on Tuesday, June 1.

The third-seeded Vikings, co-champs of the 
Imperial Valley League along with Central 
Union High, now advance to the quarterfinals 
where they will host sixth-seeded Escondido 
Charter at 7 p.m. on Friday.

Escondido Charter defeated Southwest of 
El Centro in the opening round on Tuesday to 
reach the quarterfinals. 

On Tuesday, Holtville got 18 points from 
junior Dorian Maize and 17 from sophomore 
Angel Perez to outpace the 14th-seeded Braves. 

BULLDOGS ADVANCE 
TO D-III QUARTERFINALS

EL CAJON — The Calexico High School 
boys’ basketball team was given a bid into the 
CIF-San Diego Section Division III playoff 

BOYS BASKETBALL

See GIRLS SOCCER, PAGE 12

See BOYS BASKETBALL, PAGE 12

See GIRLS BASKETBALL, PAGE 12

Holtville Advances
 with 69-45 Win



PAGE 8 — Thursday, June 3, 2021 Weekly-Chronicle  Thursday, May 27, 2021  PAGE 17

PUBLIC NOTICE

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

PUBLIC NOTICE



Thursday, June 3, 2021 — PAGE 9 
Weekly-Chronicle Thursday, May 27, 2021  PAGE 18

PUBLIC NOTICE

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE
PUBLIC NOTICE



PAGE 10 — Thursday, June 3, 2021 

PUBLIC NOTICE

CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

Weekly-Chronicle Thursday, May 27, 2021  PAGE 19

Legal 

PUBLIC NOTICE

9038

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.: 21-365
The following person is con-
ducting
business as:
Cuchi’s Holtville Raspados
574 Holt Ave.
Holtville, CA 92250
County of Imperial
Mailing Address:
821 Holt Ave.
Holtville, CA 92250
Full Name of Registrant:
Rita C Munoz De Torrez
821 Holt Ave.
Holtville, CA 92250
This business is conducted 
by: An
Individual Registrant com-
menced to transact business 
under the Fictitious Business 
Name(s) listed above on:
May 7, 2021.
I, Declare that all of the infor-

LEGAL NOTICE

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.: 21-381
The following person is con-
ducting
business as:
Carmona and Sons Services
1904 E. Thiesen Rd.
Holtville, CA 92250
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrant:
Salomon Carmona
1904 E. Thiesen Rd.
Holtville, CA 92250
This business is conducted 
by: An Individual Registrant 
has not commenced to trans-
act business under the Ficti-
tious Business Name(s) list-
ed above.
I, Declare that all of the infor-
mation in this statement is 



Thursday, June 3, 2021 — PAGE 11 

PUBLIC NOTICE

Legal 

PUBLIC NOTICE

9039

Like Rosales, fellow Holtville 
High graduating senior Abigail 
Garewal is not easily deterred 
from her goals, either. The 
number of academic awards 
that the 18-year-old Holtville 
resident received during the 
seniors’ awards banquet proved 
just that. 

Those awards included a 
silver community service award 
for her 74 hours of service, 
the California Department of 
Education’s Seal of Biliteracy, 
the Golden State Seal Merit 
Diploma, high honors in the 
campus’ dual-language im-
mersion program as well as the 
completion of the courses that 
are required for eligibility for a 
California university. 

The soon-to-be Stanford 

University biology major was 
also among Holtville High’s 
top-20 performing students, 
itself a reflection of one of her 
longtime goals: to be named 
class valedictorian.

“I’ve been working for this 
for a really long time, so I feel 
relieved that I was finally able 
to reach my goal,” Garewal said.

As valedictorian, she has 
the privilege of addressing her 
peers during their graduation 
on June 3. Her remarks will 
have capped one of the most 
difficult school years she said 
she has encountered during her 
formal education. 

Garewal said she hopes to 
pursue a career in the medical 
or public health field. Her inter-
est in that sector was prompted 
by an internship at the El Cen-
tro Regional Medical Center, as 
well as a research project that 
she and some of her classmates 

had conducted about local air 
quality and its impact on local 
rates of respiratory disease.

In November 2019, Garewal 
was part of a winning team of 
students, known as the Salton 
Sea Pollution Patrol, who won 
a total of $10,000 from the na-
tionwide Lexus Eco-Challenge. 
The students’ project involved 
testing of the Salton Sea’s water 
quality and highlighting the 
public health risks associated 
with higher levels of wind-
blown dust.

Garewal conceded that prior 
to her participation in the re-
search project, she was largely 
unaware of the potential public 
health risks posed by the Salton 
Sea’s receding shoreline.

“That led me to be a lot more 
interested and just more aware 
of what’s going on, so that’s why 
I want to pursue that type of 
career,” she said.

ANNOUNCEMENT
 

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, 
the most advanced 

debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule 

a FREE LeafFilter 
estimate today. 15% 
off Entire Purchase. 

10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-855-

424-7581 
 

Become a Published 
Author. We want 

to Read Your 
Book! Dorrance 

Publishing-Trusted by 
Authors Since 1920 

Book manuscript 
submissions currently 

being reviewed. 
Comprehensive 

Services: Consultation, 
Production, Promotion 
and Distribution. Call 
for Your Free Author`s 

Guide 1-877-538-
9554 or visit http://

dorranceinfo.com/Cali
 

Water Damage to Your 
Home?  Call for a quote 
for professional cleanup 

& maintain the value 
of your home!  Set an 

appt. today! Call 1-855-
401-7069

 
AUTOS WANTED

 
WANTED! Old Porsche 

356/911/912 for 
restoration by hobbyist 
1948-1973 Only. Any 
condition, top $ paid! 

PLEASE LEAVE 
MESSAGE  

1-707-339-5994. Email: 
porscherestoration@

yahoo.com 
 

DONATE YOUR 
CAR OR TRUCK 

TO HERITAGE FOR 
THE BLIND. Free 3 
Day Vacation, Tax 
Deductible, Free 

Towing, All Paperwork 
Taken Care Of. CALL 

1-877-573-9104. 
 

DONATE YOUR CAR, 
BOAT OR RV to receive 
a major tax deduction. 
Help homeless pets. 

Local, IRS Recognized. 
Top Value Guaranteed. 

Free Estimate and 
Pickup.   

LAPETSALIVE.ORG 
1-833-772-2632 

 
DONATE YOUR CAR 
TO KIDS  Fast Free 

Pickup – Running or Not 
- 24 Hour Response - 

Maximum Tax Donation 
– Help Find Missing 

Kids! Call 1-888-491-
1453.

 
CABLE/INTERNET/

SATELLITE TV
 

AT&T Internet. Starting 
at $40/month w/12-mo 
agmt. Includes 1 TB of 
data per month. Get 
More For Your High-

Speed Internet Thing. 
Ask us how to bundle 
and SAVE! Geo & svc 
restrictions apply. Call 
us today 1-855-397-

7909. 
 

DIRECTV NOW. No 
Satellite Needed. $40/
month. 65  Channels. 

Stream Breaking News, 
Live Events, Sports & 
On Demand Titles. No 
Annual Contract. No 
Commitment. CALL 

1-855-404-2509

DIRECTV - Watch your 
favorite live sports, 

news and entertainment 
anywhere. More top 
premium channels 

than DISH. Restrictions 
apply. Call IVS - 1-888-

641-5762.
 

FINANCIAL SERVICES
 

Over $10K in Debt? Be 
debt free in 24 to 48 

months. No upfront fees 
to enroll. A+ BBB rated. 
Call National Debt Relief 

1-888-508-6305. 
 

Applying for Social 
Security Disability or 
Appealing a Denied 

Claim? Call Bill Gordon 
& Assoc. Our case 

managers simplify the 
process & work hard 

to help with your case.  
Call 1-844-998-1460 
FREE Consultation. 

Local Attorneys 
Nationwide [Mail: 2420 
N St NW, Washington 

DC. Office: Broward Co. 
FL (TX/NM Bar.)]

 
INSURANCE

 
SAVE BIG on HOME 

INSURANCE! Compare 
20 A-rated insurances 

companies. Get a quote 
within minutes. Average 
savings of $444/year! 
Call 1-844-410-9609! 

(M-F 8am-8pm Central) 
 

MEDICAL/HEALTH
 

ATTENTION 
DIABETICS! Save 

money on your diabetic 
supplies! Convenient 

home shipping for 
monitors, test strips, 

insulin pumps, catheters 
and more! To learn 

more, call now!  
1-855-702-3408

 
Lowest Prices on Health 

Insurance. We have 
the best rates from top 
companies! Call Now! 

1-888-989-4807
 

REAL ESTATE/LOANS
 

RETIRED COUPLE  
$1 MIL for business 

purpose Real 
Estate loans. Credit 
unimportant. V.I.P. 

Trust Deed Company 
www.viploan.com 

Call 1-818-248-0000 
Broker-principal 

DRE 01041073. No 
Consumer Loans. 

 
TAX SERVICES

 
ARE YOU BEHIND 
$10k OR MORE ON 
YOUR TAXES? Stop 
wage & bank levies, 
liens & audits, unfiled 

tax returns, payroll 
issues, & resolve tax 

debt FAST. Call 1-855-
970-2032.

 
WANT TO BUY

 
FREON WANTED: We 
pay $$$ for cylinders 
and cans. R12 R500 

R11 R113 R114. 
Convenient. Certified 
Professionals. Call 

312-291-9169 or visit 
RefrigerantFinders.com

 
THIS SPACE  

CAN BE YOURS!  
CALL 1-916-288-6011 

or email cecelia@cnpa.
com 

CLASSIFIED ADS

City of Holtville
PUBLIC NOTICE

Annual CPI Trash Rate Adjustment
Effective July 1, 2021

Notice is hereby given that the agreement between the City of
Holtville and CR&R, Inc. (Section 9, Annual Rate Adjustment)
states rates are subject to an annual adjustment based on the
Consumer Price Index published by the Bureau of Labor Statistics of
the United States Department of Labor and changes in cost for pro-
cessing and state regulatory mandates.

A copy of the agreement and related documents are available for
public review at City Hall. If additional information is required,
please call the Finance Department at 760-356-2912.

Legal 9041
Publish: June 3, 24, 2021

PUBLIC NOTICE
LIEN SALE
The Storage Depot, 622 E. 5th Street will hold a Public Sale of the
contents of the following unit.
Diedra Munoz   $500   B5
Julia Cortez  $220   C20
Legal 9047
Publish: June 3, 10, 2021

LEGAL NOTICE

GRADS
From page 1

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.: 21-365
The following person is con-
ducting
business as:
Cuchi’s Holtville Raspados
574 Holt Ave.
Holtville, CA 92250
County of Imperial
Mailing Address:
821 Holt Ave.
Holtville, CA 92250
Full Name of Registrant:
Rita C Munoz De Torrez
821 Holt Ave.
Holtville, CA 92250
This business is conducted 
by: An
Individual Registrant com-
menced to transact business 
under the Fictitious Business 
Name(s) listed above on:
May 7, 2021.
I, Declare that all of the infor-

mation
in this statement is true and
correct.
Signature: Rita C Munoz De
Torrez, Owner The filing of 
this statement does not of 
itself authorize the use in 
this State or a Fictitious Busi-
ness Name in Violation of the 
Rights of another under Fed-
eral, State or Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial  
County
Clerk on: May 10, 2021.
A new statement must be 
filed prior to the expiration 
date. This statement expires 
on: May 09, 2026.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder Victoria Camarillo, 
Deputy Clerk
Legal 9040
Publish: May 27, June 3, 10, 
17,
2021

LEGAL NOTICE

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.: 21-381
The following person is con-
ducting
business as:
Carmona and Sons Services
1904 E. Thiesen Rd.
Holtville, CA 92250
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrant:
Salomon Carmona
1904 E. Thiesen Rd.
Holtville, CA 92250
This business is conducted 
by: An Individual Registrant 
has not commenced to trans-
act business under the Ficti-
tious Business Name(s) list-
ed above.
I, Declare that all of the infor-
mation in this statement is 

true and correct.
Signature: Salomon Carmo-
na, Owner
The filing of this statement 
does not of itself authorize 
the use in this State or a 
Fictitious Business Name in 
Violation of the Rights of an-
other under Federal, State or 
Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial Coun-
ty Clerk on: May 17, 2021.
A new statement must be 
filed prior to the expiration 
date. This statement expires 
on: May 16, 2026.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder Rebecca Leyva-Bal-
maceda, Deputy Clerk
Legal 9046
Publish: June 3, 10, 17, 24, 
2021

LEGAL NOTICE

Holtville Tribune
Your No. 1 Local News Source 

in Print and Online!

• Breaking News
• Local View-

points
• Local Sports 

Coverage

• Obituaries
• Photos of Local  

Events
• Plus much 

more!

holtvilletribune.com
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Orange Glen added to its lead 
in the 34th minute of the first 
half when the Holtville keeper 
had control of the ball but it was 
jarred loose by a Patriots’ player 
who then turned and fired it into 
the net for a 3-0 Orange Glen 
lead.

“At that point I was reminding 
them there was a lot of time left,” 
Ming said. “I was trying to keep 
their energy at the right level.”

After playing most of the open-
ing half on their defensive side of 
the field, the Vikings started to 
make long runs and push the ball 
forward late in the half.

In the final minute of the half, 
junior midfielder Lesley Sando-
val took a shot that skipped past 
the Patriots’ keeper and into the 
net to pull the Vikings to 3-1 at 
halftime.

The goal lifted the spirits of the 
Desert League champions and the 
second half was spent mostly on 
the attack for the Vikings. Senior 
Amanda Strahm was able to get 
Holtville closer with a finishing 
shot midway through the second 
half to pull her team within one 
at 3-2.

The final minutes saw the Vi-
kings continue to mount pressure 
and take shots but they weren’t 
able to get the equalizer and send 
the game to overtime.

“We had a lot of close oppor-
tunities at that point,” Ming said. 
“We had quite a few breakaways 
and we’d just miss the shot wide 
or a defender would get there at 
the last minute to break it up.” 

It is the second Division V 
championship for the Patriots in 
the last five years while the ap-
pearance in the championship 
game was the first for Holtville in 
school history.

GIRLS SOCCER
From page 7

to Hoover High of San Diego, 63-61, in the championship game. Now 
in 2021, Vincent Memorial earned the fifth-seed in the Division IV 
tournament with its 9-7 overall record and 6-2 IVL record.

The Scots will host 12th-seeded Orange Glen High of Escondido at 7 
p.m. Wednesday, June 2, in Calexico.

Vincent Memorial closed out its season with a tripleheader of games, 
beating Southwest High of El Centro, 53-13, on Tuesday, May 25, fol-
lowed by a 65-34 win in Calipatria on Wednesday, May 26, and a 45-37 
home loss to Imperial on Thursday, May 27. 

If the Scots are able to get past Orange Glen, a potential rematch with 
Hoover awaits in the quarterfinals if fourth-seeded Hoover is able to 
get past 13th-seeded Patrick Henry High of San Diego. The quarterfi-
nals are set for Saturday, June 5, at the home of the higher seeded team.

Calexico High School
After several years in CIF-SDS Division II, the Bulldogs girls’ squad 

finds itself in Division III for 2021 and enters the tournament as the 
No. 12 seed. 

Calexico finished the season 5-3 overall and in IVL play, concluding 
its season with a three-game flurry in the final week. The Bulldogs beat 
Calipatria at home, 52-25, on Monday, May 24, followed by a 51-46 
road loss at Imperial on Wednesday, May 26, and a 56-38 road loss at 
Holtville on Friday, May 28.

In the Division III first round on Wednesday, June 2, Calexico will 
travel to Carlsbad to take on fifth-seeded Sage Creek. If the Bulldogs 
are able to get through to the quarterfinals, they will play the winner of 
the Escondido Charter-Ramona contest on Saturday, June 5. 

GIRLS BASKETBALL
From page 7

tournament and the Bulldogs are 
hoping to make the most of the 
invitation.

Calexico only played three 
games during the abbreviated 
season and hadn’t played a game 
since May 10, but on Tuesday, 
June 1, the Bulldogs didn’t show 
any rust in a 70-43 first-round 
victory over Granite Hills of El 
Cajon. 

With the lack of games, Calex-
ico was given the 12th seed in the 
16-team tournament. But that 
didn’t slow the Bulldogs down 
against fifth-seeded Granite Hills. 
Junior Aaron Tabarez led the 
surge for Calexico with 26 points 
on Tuesday, followed by Carlos 
Godinez with 11 and Julian Bel-
tran with 10.

It’s a team with plenty of playoff 
experience after the team’s magi-
cal run in 2020 when the Bulldogs 
won the CIF-SDS Division IV 
championship, beating El Capitan 
of Lakeside 70-57. 

“We knew it was a long shot if 
we would get in or not and luck-
ily we did,” said Hugo Estrada, 
Calexico’s head coach.

Tuesday’s win sets up a quar-
terfinal matchup at 7 p.m. Friday 
against fourth-seeded Hoover 
High in San Diego. Hoover de-
feated 13th-seeded West Hills, 
78-39, on Tuesday.

“Last year we just took it one 
game at a time and that’s going to 
be our same approach this year as 
well,” Estrada said. “We are going 
to play as hard as we can on every 
possession and try to make up for 
the rust we are going to have with 
maximum effort.”

If the Bulldogs get past Hoover 

on Friday, the semifinal round is 
scheduled for Wednesday, June 9

VINCENT MEMORIAL 
GETS FORFEIT WIN

CALEXICO — The Vincent 
Memorial Catholic High boys 
team got the easiest win possible 
in the opening round of the CIF-
SDS Division V playoffs when 
The Cambridge School elected to 
forfeit to the Scots. 

The game was supposed to be 
played at 7 p.m. June 1, on the 
Vincent Memorial campus but 
The Cambridge School told Scots’ 
Athletic Director Jesus Gonzalez 
that it was choosing not to travel 
for the game. 

Vincent Memorial is the 
eighth-seed in the Division V 
tournament while The Cam-
bridge School was the ninth-seed.

Now the Scots advance to the 
quarterfinals where they will 
travel to face top-seeded Liberty 
Charter of Lemon Grove, with the 
game set for 7 p.m. Friday, June 4. 

BOYS BASKETBALL
From page 7

Calexico High School sophomore 
Aidan Carrasco goes up for a shot 
over a Southwest defender during 
their Imperial Valley League game on 
May 10. The Bulldogs begin CIF-San 
Diego Section Division III playoffs on 
Tuesday, June 1, in El Cajon against 
Granite Hills High. | CAMILO GARCIA 
JR. PHOTO
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