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Family of Slain Trans Man 
Wants Answers, Cousin Intends 
to Ask Questions at Slab City

BY RICHARD 
MONTENEGRO BROWN

HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

NASHVILLE — Lori Brammer 
speaks with a thick, melodic South-
ern drawl, the kind one might expect 
from a woman raised in Tennessee.

She has no idea where Imperial 
County is — “so, is Imperial County 

south of San Diego?” — but she plans 
to be here on June 26 regardless.

And she’d never heard of Slab City 
before the unthinkable caused her 
to catch up on her geography with 
lightning speed. Yet now, she plans 
to make that part of her trip as well.

CRIME

Poe’s Final Stop is Last Free Place

See POE, PAGE 4

PART I
IN A TWO-PART SERIES

See the next issue of the Tribune for Part II

POE DELWYN BLACK

The Class of 2021 
Saw 128 Graduates 

Walk in Front of 
Friends and Family 
on Thursday, June 3

BY JULIO MORALES
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — Though the school 
year had essentially ended, Holtville 
High School Class of 2021 salutatorian 
Jonathan Villagomez Bastidas decided 
to impart one last lesson during the 
seniors’ commencement ceremony on 
Thursday, June 3.

During his remarks to his peers and 
those assembled, he asked that stu-
dents reflect warmly on the friends that 
they made and may be leaving behind 
as they embark on the next chapter in 
their lives. 

He implored the teachers to think 
fondly of the students who they had 
seen mature into young adults under 
their watchful eyes. And he encour-
aged parents to balance any anxiety 

they may have about their growing 
children with a sense of pride in their 
accomplishments. 

“This ceremony here is a moment 
in life when you realize how fast time 
passes by,” Villagomez Bastidas said. 
“I hope it encourages anybody here to 
slow down once in a while and truly 
enjoy the life they live because you can 
only live it once.”

All told, a total of 128 seniors grad-
uated from Holtville High School 
during the commencement ceremony. 

Of those, 72 graduated with an overall 
grade-point average above 3.0, while 
42 had a GPA greater than 3.5, Princi-
pal Anthony Arevalo said.

Prior to the start of the graduation, 
18-year-old Rodrigo Villareal said he 
was feeling mixed emotions. Although 
he said he was extremely proud of his 
classmates for having started and com-
pleted the year amid the COVID-19 
pandemic, he regretted their time to-
gether was coming to an end.

“This is the last time I’m going to 
be together with my friends before we 
part ways,” Villareal said.

This fall, he is scheduled to begin 
classes at Imperial Valley College, 
where he will study engineering and 
automotive technology.

“I have a passion for cars,” he said. 
“It’s something I really like and I’m 
pretty sure I’m going to enjoy it.”

Until then, Villareal has plans to look 
for some part-time work and spend 
time with friends over the summer. As 
challenging as the school year was, Vil-
lareal said he was glad that toward the 
end he and his classmates were able to 
enjoy a number of activities, including 
prom.

Holtville High Seniors 
Set Sights on Future

Students and loved ones embrace following 
the conclusion of the Holtville High School 
Class of 2021 graduation ceremony on Birg-
er Field on Thursday night, June 3. | CAMILO 
GARCIA JR. PHOTO

BY JULIO MORALES
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — Though 17-year-old Holtville 
resident Vera Smith said she has long had her heart 
set on becoming a registered nurse, the idea of seek-
ing public office has increasingly enticed her.

So much so that with 
college a little more 
than a year away for 
the incoming Holtville 
High senior, Vera said 
she has been consider-
ing pursuing a degree 
in political science to 
possibly help cement 
her political aspira-
tions. 

“It would be cool to 
run,” Vera said, as she 
ticked off the public 
offices she envisioned 
herself potentially one day holding, including that of 
governor. “But I’m not sure which elected position 
I’d prefer.”

Yet, some of that uncertainty may be resolved 
later this month, when Vera takes part in the 78th 
annual American Legion Auxiliary California Girls 
State conference as the chosen delegate of Holtville’s 
American Legion Bradley-Keffer auxiliary Post 138.

The six-day conference teaches female high school 
students about the political process by having them 
operate a state-level mock government as members 
of the fictional “Federalist” or “Nationalist” parties. 
Some 540 delegates from throughout the state are 
scheduled to gather online between June 28 to July 3 
for the 2021 session.

The program is eligible to young women with high 
academic standing and who confess a strong affini-
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Holtville Girls 
State Delegate 

Warms Up 
to Politics

Incoming Senior Vera Smith to 
Represent the Bradley-Keffer 

Auxiliary Later this Month

VERA SMITH

BY MARCIE LANDEROS
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

EL CENTRO — Dani-
ca Diaz watched from the 
edge of her seat, as the 
characters, the drama, and 
the stories of masked men 
doing amazing feats un-
folded in front of her young 
eyes. 

Not even the 9-year-old’s 
huge colorful Disney face 

mask could contain the 
grin on her face and the 
glint in her eyes as she wait-
ed for her favorite luchador.

“Mariachi (Loco) is 
my favorite, because he 
is the champion,” was all 
she could say before she 
breathlessly began to giggle 
… again. 

Around 200 people of all 
ages showed up to cheer 

EVENT
Luchadores Get Love from 

Hungry Local Crowd

See GIRLS STATE, PAGE 5See GRADS, PAGE 5

See LUCHADORS, PAGE 3

As members of the Holtville High School Class of 2021 accept their diplomas, Raul Elijah Vasquez flashes a peace sign as he walks back to his seat 
during commencement ceremonies at Birger Field on Thursday night, June 3. | CAMILO GARCIA JR. PHOTO
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BY JULIO MORALES
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

Plans are underway to fill the 
respective vacancies left on the 
county Board of Education and 
the Imperial Community Col-
lege District board following 
the sentencing of former trustee 
Annette Gonzalez-Buttner on 
Thursday, June 3.

Gonzalez-Buttner was sen-
tenced to serve three years of jail 
time and one year of supervised 
probation in connection to being 
convicted of four felony counts 
partially related to election fraud 
on April 23. 

She was immediately remand-
ed into the custody of the coun-
ty Sheriff ’s Office after county 
Superior Court Judge Christo-
pher Plourd denied her defense 
attorney’s request to allow Gon-
zalez-Buttner to remain free on 
bail pending an appeal of the 
sentence.

The county Board of Educa-
tion is proceeding with the next 
steps to fill the vacancy in accor-
dance with its board policy and 
as required by law.

Because Gonzalez-Buttner’s 
term on the board was not 
scheduled to expire until De-

cember 2022, the board must ei-
ther make a provisional appoint-
ment or hold an election within 
60 days of the vacancy.

That vacancy officially start-
ed on the day of her sentencing, 
Thursday, June 3, county Office 
of Education Superintendent Dr. 
Todd Finnell. 

Gonzalez-Buttner had been 
suspended from both boards af-
ter being convicted on April 23.

For its part, the Imperial Com-
munity College District board is 
scheduled to host a special meet-
ing to discuss the options avail-
able to fill its vacancy at noon 
Wednesday, June 9. 

“Our legal counsel is currently 
researching the options and will 
present them to the board,” said 
Elizabeth Espinoza, Imperial 
Valley College interim commu-
nications and government rela-
tions officer.

Its board’s bylaws also state 
that the board must either order 
an election or make a provision-
al appointment within 60 days of 
the vacancy.

If an election is ordered, it 
would be held on the next regu-
lar election date no sooner than 
130 days after the vacancy oc-
curred, the board’s bylaws stated. 

Gonzalez-Buttner was elected 
to the board, which governs Im-
perial Valley College, in Novem-
ber 2020.

A jury had found Gonza-
lez-Buttner guilty of perjury by 
declaration related to a 2017 can-
didate intention statement, filing 
a false declaration of candidacy, 
grand theft and perjury by decla-
ration related to a falsified driv-

er’s license renewal form.
Based on the evidence and 

testimony presented at trial, 
the jury determined that Gon-
zalez-Buttner moved to Santa 
Clara in 2014 and had estab-
lished her permanent residence, 
or domicile, outside of Calexico, 
the area she was elected to repre-
sent on the Board of Education.

A hearing is set for Thursday, 
June 10 to determine whether 
Gonzalez-Buttner, 56, will be 
granted bail pending the appeal 
of her sentence.

Hours after being booked into 
custody, a written statement 
originating from Gonzalez-But-
tner’s personal email was sent 
to this newspaper and which 
included three letters that were 
submitted to the court in sup-
port of a motion for a new trial. 

Two of those letters were re-
spectively authored by Gonza-
lez-Buttner’s brother and sister-
in-law, while the third she wrote 
herself.

On the morning of Friday, June 
4, defense attorney Cremeans 
contacted this newspaper to re-
quest that the contents of the 
letters not be published, pending 
Gonzalez-Buttner’s next court 
appearance.

Although Judge Plourd had 
determined that Gonzalez-But-
tner was eligible for probation, 
he stated that the nature and se-
riousness of her crimes negated 
her being granted probation in 
place of incarceration. Gonza-
lez-Buttner will serve out her 
sentence in the county jail.

“I don’t think overall that she 
is a suitable candidate for pro-

bation,” Plourd said prior to 
handing down the sentence at 
the Brawley courthouse’s east 
department.

Throughout her trial, the de-
fense had presented testimony 
and evidence that attempted to 
prove Gonzalez-Buttner had 
moved temporarily to Santa 
Clara to attend college and enroll 
her children in public schools 
that provided a better education 
than in Calexico. 

During the sentencing hear-
ing, Plourd stated that he inter-
preted some of that same testi-
mony and evidence as suggestive 
of a cover up by Gonzalez-But-
tner after she became aware that 
she was being accused of living 
outside of Calexico.   

“For all practical purposes 
she’s been a resident of Santa 
Clara since 2014 and she made 
up a cover story that made no 
sense legally,” Plourd said. “I do 
not believe that Ms. Buttner for 
one moment believed that her 
domicile was in Calexico.” 

Prior to her sentencing hear-
ing, the court heard arguments 
during a hearing for the defense 
attorney’s motion for a new trial. 
Although the motion had argued 

that there was insufficient evi-
dence to convict Gonzalez-But-
tner of the charges, Plourd 
determined that there was “over-
whelming evidence” that the de-
fendant had indeed relocated to 
Santa Clara County on a perma-
nent basis.  

“I don’t think the jury got it 
wrong,” he said.

Nor did he agree with 
Cremean’s assertion that the jury 
did not receive proper jury in-
structions and should not have 
been allowed to examine the 
question of Gonzalez-Buttner’s 
domicile. 

Gonzalez-Buttner’s three years 
of incarceration represent the 
middle term for the perjury con-
viction related to the 2017 can-
didate intention statement, the 
most serious count of the four 
charges she had faced, Plourd 
said.

He stayed the two respective 
two-year sentences associated 
with the convictions of filing a 
false declaration of candidacy 
and grand theft. 

The grand theft charge was re-
lated to Gonzalez-Buttner hav-
ing received health benefits and 
stipends under false pretenses 
while on the Board of Education. 
Those expenses totaled about 
$164,000, it was disclosed during 
the sentencing hearing.

As part of her probation terms, 
she was ordered to pay back the 
full amount as restitution. A res-
titution hearing was scheduled 
for July 19.

The court also imposed a one-
year sentence for her conviction 
for the perjury charge related to 
the falsified driver’s license re-
newal form, which had listed a 
Calexico address instead of the 
address where she had been re-
siding in Santa Clara. That one 
year-term represented one-third 
of the three-year middle term 
that the court decided to impose. 

In her argument to have Gon-
zalez-Buttner placed on proba-
tion instead of being incarcer-
ated, Cremeans told the court 
that the county Probation De-
partment considered her a low-
risk offender, that she had always 
believed that her permanent res-
idence existed in Calexico, was 
the primary caregiver of two of 
her youngest children, and had 
the ability and experience to find 
employment.

“She was never trying to rip 
off the people of Calexico,” 
Cremeans said. “She was trying 
to represent them.”

During her sentencing hear-
ing, county Deputy District At-
torney Anthony Valente stated 
that the DA’s Office had consid-
ered investigating Gonzalez-But-
tner for potential crimes related 
to her candidacy filings for the 
ICCD trustee seat but decided 
against it.

“The people have chosen to 
proceed with the current charges 
and not proceeded on that issue,” 
Valente said.

He further indicated that her 
conviction essentially barred her 
from holding public office ever 
again.

Public records on file with the 
county Registrar of Voters in-
dicate that Gonzalez-Buttner’s 
listed address on her ICCD 
candidacy filings was the same 
Calexico address she provided in 
her 2017 candidacy filing for the 
Board of Education seat.
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Boards to Fill Vacancies Prompted 
by Gonzalez-Buttner’s Sentencing

Annette Gonzalez-Buttner (right), who was recently sentenced to three years in the 
county jail and remanded into custody on Thursday, June 3, for her conviction on 
four election-related felony charges, poses with now-U.S. Vice President Kamala 
Harris in a photo dated from summer 2020. | FACEBOOK PHOTO
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on and share their love for the 
different characters that came to 
the ring erected in the parking lot 
outside La Fonda Bar & Grill in 
El Centro on Saturday night, June 
5, where homegrown lucha libre, 
or Mexican-style wrestling, re-
turned to the Imperial Valley af-
ter more than 15 months of exile 
due to strict COVID regulations.

The shine of the bright lights, 
the sound of the music, and the 
smell of tacos filled the balmy 
night air. Voices chattered ex-
citedly as people set up folding 
chairs in bunches for families try-
ing to observe social-distancing 
recommendations. 

Lil’ Cholo was excited to re-
turn as well.

“I’m so happy to be back. El 
Centro is like a second home to 
me,” said Lil’ Cholo, one of the 
signature performers of Impe-
rial Valley-based Venue Wres-
tling Entertainment, which shut 
down local operations during 
the pandemic due to state and 
county health orders regarding 
gatherings of people.

If Public Health were a 
luchador, the masked men of 
VWE would have dropped an el-
bow on it from the top rope.

“We did shows once a month 
for five years,” said Jayson Hisel, 
owner of VWE. “Then boom. No 
more shows. We depend on this. 
I ended up having to host shows 
all the way in Yuma.”

VWE held it last Imperial Val-
ley match on March 2, 2020. 

“People forget that we are pro-
fessional wrestlers, and many of 
us do this full-time,” Lil’ Cholo 
added. “So, we need to support 
independent professional wres-
tling.” 

Lil’ Cholo has been wrestling 
for more than 22 years, and got 
his start watching lucha libre on 
television. Lucha libre is a pro-
fessional form of wrestling that 
focuses on over-the-top charac-
ters — the luchadors — and a 
high level of showmanship many 
people grew up watching on 
Mexican channels broadcasting 
from Mexicali.

Little Cholo’s opponent, 
Krazzy Chaos, reflected on re-
turning to the ring.

“We’re glad to be here. No per-
formance means no work, and 
for some of us this is how we 
take care of our family,” the sec-
ond-generation luchador said in 
Spanish. 

“I love doing this. The fans, 
the makeup, the booze, the en-
ergy. You can have a crappy day 
and come to this, and none of it 
mattered,” said Krazzy Chaos, 

who is originally from Juarez, 
Mexico. 

Imperial County Public 
Health Department regulations 
weren’t the only thing that held 
VWE back from getting restart-
ed recently. After the county al-
lowed the show to go on, Hisel 
said he then had to find a loca-
tion that would host his event. 

While many venues were ner-
vous to do so this soon after the 
easing of COVID restrictions, 
Hisel said he finally found a 
home for “Aftermath,” the name 
of Saturday’s event, with Anto-
nio Camacho, co-owner of La 
Fonda, who was happy to fill this 
void in this community. 

“I saw I need. A need to get 
out and relax and release from 
all of this COVID stress. I was 
thrilled to be able to give that to 
the community,” Camacho said.

One look at the sea of masked 
faces (not the lucha libre sort) 
and it was clear that there was a 
sense of life get back to normal. 
For the adults and kids alike.

John Glass of Imperial was ex-
cited to be out. 

“I have been feeling real-
ly cooped up at home, and 
I’m tired of just sitting around 
watching Netflix. It felt good to 
be out to see something and eat 
some tacos and have a beer just 
like we used to,” Glass said. “I re-
ally needed this break.” 

Another family came out Sat-
urday night to celebrate their 
son’s 11th birthday, little Frankie 
Lara Jr. His older sister, Mischa 
Lara, excitedly talked about how 
much she liked being able to go 
out to somewhere different for 
her brother’s birthday. 

“It’s great. We haven’t done 
anything like this in a long time,” 
Mischa said. “I’m so happy it 
happened on my brother’s birth-
day. Happy birthday, Frankie!”

LOCAL NEWS

Semana del 14 de junio
Atención Plana para la Ira Adolescente

(Originalmente transmitido en Octubre 2015)
Marie Arroyo, Licencia Estatal en Terapia Matrimonial y Familiar, Supervisora de Servi-

cios para Adulto y Adultos Mayores

Alguna vez te has sentido tan frustrado con la escuela, con tus 
amigos, con tus padres, o con la vida en general al grado de 

perder el control de tus emociones o de ponerte agresivo? No 
esta solo. Ser un adolescentes es difícil, pero es aun mas difíc 

il cuando eres incapaz de mantener la calma en situaciones es-
tresantes. Afortunadamente, hay pasos que puede tomar para 

mantenerte calmado y sereno. Usted esta invitado a acom-
pañarnos mientras Marie Arroyo nos explica sobre la Atención 

Plena para la Ira Adolescente.

GILGAR | JUNE 7, 2021

Con Dalia Pesqueira 

Social Media Extends Its Sentence

GILGAR

(422) 265-1525

Week of June 14
Mindfulness

(Originally aired on May 2016)
Dr. Ellen Langer, Ph. D., Psychologist

Professor Harvard University What it mindfulness? Mindfulness 
is defined as placing ones attention to the internal and external 

experiences occurring at the present moment. Join us as leading 
Mindfulness researcher, Dr. Langer explains how Mindfulness 

works and it’s benefits to our health.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

LAW OFFICE OF KEN BAKER
Attorney at Law

Evictions • Probates • Bankruptcy
1615 Suite A, West Main Street

El Centro, CA 92243
Kenbakerattorney@gmail.com

kenbakerattorney.com

EDUCATION

LUCHADORS
From page 1

Venue Wrestling Entertainment performers Lil’ Cholo (left) and Mariachi Loco ges-
ture to the crowd, pumping it up during “Aftermath,” the first VWE lucha libre event 
in the Imperial Valley in 15 months. The event was at La Fonda Bar & Grill on Satur-
day night, June 5. | MARCIE LANDEROS PHOTOS

Danica Diaz, 9 years old, beams with 
excitement as she awaits her favorite 
luchador, Mariachi Loco, during Venue 
Wrestling Entertainment’s “Aftermath” 
on Saturday, June 5 in El Centro.

BY CARLOS ZARAGOZA

I would like to take a moment to comment on 
Memorial Day (May 31) held in Holtville, USA. 
It was truly a city effort to honor our fallen. The 
day began way before daybreak with planning by 
the city manager, Nick Wells. Mr. Wells put the 
program together using local volunteers with ties 
to our community.  

Karen Gibbs with the American Legion auxilia-
ry sold poppies in front of the Chamber of Com-
merce to raise funds for the Legion and veterans.  

Coach Jason Turner and the Holtville Vikings 
fell out at 5 a.m. to place American flags through-
out our city. And were available to retire them at 
dusk. Coach Turner and the crew have been doing 
this voluntarily for the last several years.     

Rosie Allegranza and the 4-H went to our 
cemetery and placed flags on the graves of our 
fallen. And the American Legion Post No. 138 was 
present and accounted for, as was our local law 
enforcement, Fred Miramontes and Fire Depart-
ment Chief Alex Silva, and county Supervisor Ray 
Castillo.  

Our mayor, Mike Goodsell, read the names of 
the fallen and Legionnaire Perfecto Gurule rang 
the  bell. As the names were read, one could rec-
ognize the surnames. They were people from our 
community, and if the names were familiar, it is 
because their relatives still live in Holtville.  

As we emerge from the COVID-19 pandemic 
— we needed this. Memorial Day, a day set aside 
to honor our fallen also brought us together as a 
city.  

Carlos Zaragoza is the commander of the 
American Legion Bradley-Keffer Post No. 138.

Post Cmdr. Reflects on Memorial Day

American Legion Bradley-Keffer Post Cmdr. Carlos Zarago-
za speaks during the Memorial Day event in Holt Park in 
Holtville on May 31. | CATHI PHILLIPS LARIOS PHOTO
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“I didn’t even know that she 
was in the Slabs. I didn’t even 
know there was a Slab City until 
this happened,” the 41-year-old 
Nashville resident said of her sec-
ond cousin, Tommi-Deane Jack-
son, the little girl she treated as 
her own growing up and who is 
today the subject of an active ho-
micide investigation by the Impe-
rial County Sheriff ’s Office.

Brammer will be in the Impe-
rial Valley toward the end of the 
month to advocate on behalf of 
Tommi-Deane in what may prove 
to be the most high profile of cir-
cumstances — she’ll be here at 
the invitation of Rosa Diaz of the 
Imperial Valley LGBT Resource 
Center, which is staging a vigil 
during national Pride Month in 
memory of Marilyn Monroe Ca-
zares, who was the victim of an 
as-yet unsolved murder, when the 
transgender woman’s body was 
found burned in front of an aban-
doned building in Brawley on July 
13, 2020.

Tommi-Deane is described 
by the Imperial County Sheriff ’s 
Office as “nonbinary,” or gender 
nonconforming, none of which 
Brammer knows much about, but 
what she does know is that her 
21-year-old cousin did not de-
serve to die, and she feels like she 
has to do something.

“I want to come to California 
for that very reason, because I 
want to bring attention to this 
case, and there’s no attention on 
it,” Brammer said during a phone 
interview on Saturday afternoon, 
June 5. “She was a baby, she was a 
(21)-year-old child, the same age 
as my daughter. This is my blood 
cousin, OK.

“But if something like this 
were to happen to my daughter, 
I would leave heaven and earth 
and burn the world down if that’s 
what it took to find out who did 
this to my child,” she said.

There is not a lot known about 
some of the specifics of Tom-
mi-Deane Jackson’s life, as Bram-
mer had only started to reconnect 
with her cousin after leaving high 
school. The two had not spoken 
since before leaving for Califor-
nia.

What Brammer has since 
learned through one of Tom-
mi-Deane’s best friends from high 
school, the same person who put 
the Calexico Chronicle in con-
tact with Brammer, is that this 
biological female was not nonbi-
nary, but had transitioned before 
leaving his native Nashville and 

was living his life as a transgender 
male.

An identified descendent of 
the Wyandot Native American 
tribe, “he really identified more 
as a two-spirit, trans man. He was 
indigenous and had the right to 
claim two-spirit identity,” accord-
ing to the woman, who had last 
spoken to him in April.

“He went by Poe while he was 
in the Slabs, but in Nashville, Ol-
iver or Poe was just fine,” she said 
in an email on June 5.

WHEN A DROWNING’S 
NOT A DROWNING

NILAND — On a Tuesday, 
May 11, two Coachella Valley Wa-
ter District workers discovered a 
body in the swift-moving Coach-
ella Canal in the area around Si-
phon 9, a little more than a mile 
northwest of the farthest reaches 
of Slab City, a crusty artists’ en-
clave known as East Jesus.

The Sheriff ’s Office activity logs 
make no mention of the discovery 
that morning, but coroner inves-
tigators dispatch reports show the 
call came in at 9:38 a.m., Chief 
Deputy Robert Benavidez ex-
plained.

A precise location where the 
body was retrieved hasn’t been 
revealed, but an individual mon-
itoring radio scanner traffic that 
morning heard tell of the Coach-
ella water workers attaching a 
rope to the remains and tying it 
off to what was likely the siphon 
to keep the body from going un-
derwater and in place until death 
investigators could arrive to re-
trieve the remains.

The Coachella Canal is partic-
ularly dangerous, serving as the 
main tributary that feeds eastern 
Riverside County with Colorado 
River water from the All-Amer-
ican and the Imperial Irrigation 

District’s vast network of canals. 
Its proximity to Slab City has 
seen it become the site of several 
drownings in recent months, the 
latest of which was about three 
to four weeks ago when a Slabs 
resident named “JT,” who jumped 
into the turbulent waters fully 
clothed to rescue one of his dogs, 
Blackie, only to perish and show 
up downstream some days later. 

A vigil was reportedly held in 
the Slabs for JT on Friday night, 
June 4, a resident in the area said.

Although it was only 75 degrees 
around 9 in the morning on May 
11 when the CVWD employees 
located a body at Siphon 9, tem-
peratures had already reached 93 
degrees the day before, topped out 
at 95 later in the afternoon May 
11, and would near the century 
mark — 99 degrees — around 4 
to 5 p.m. on Wednesday, May 12.

Heat and water can be a coro-
ner investigator’s worst enemy, 
Benavidez said, and by the time 
the remains were pulled from the 
canal, the body “was several days 
old” and “started to decompose,” 
he explained while consulting the 
coroner’s notes.

It’s unclear when investigators 
knew who they were dealing with. 
But it would not be for another 
four to seven days after the body 
was pulled from the water and an 
autopsy was conducted in San Di-
ego County that all involved knew 
they had a murder investigation 
on their hands.

Even now, few details have been 
released by the Imperial County 
Sheriff ’s Office as they don’t want 
to reveal too much in an active, 
open investigation where no ar-
rests have yet to be made. Sher-
iff ’s officials won’t even say if they 
have any persons of interest at the 
moment.

It was only on the morning 

of Wednesday, June 2, when the 
murder probe went public on the 
Sheriff ’s Office Facebook page, 
posted as a “public assistance re-
quest” in the homicide death of 
Tommi-Deane Jackson. 

A YOUNG MAN MOVES WEST
Known by the nickname “Le-

gion” to folks in the Slabs, Poe 
Delwyn Black reportedly arrived 
in “town” — Slab City, that is — 
in a van with an unidentified male 
around four months earlier.

“He left Nashville around De-
cember 16, 2020. He went with 
his partner, who I won’t name for 
their privacy. They arrived in the 
Slabs some time at the end of De-
cember or beginning of January,” 
said the close high school friend 
of Poe’s.

Brammer knows nothing of 
Poe’s life in California or the 
Slabs, only what the unnamed 
friend has shared with her, which 
doesn’t appear to be all that much 
either. Tracing a person’s path 
through social media can also 
prove difficult depending on 
whether friends who don’t want 
to be identified have deleted their 
posts or tried to scrub the Inter-
net of any online interactions.

Facebook is how the Sheriff ’s 
Office came to identify the body, 
according to the friend, who im-
plied that Poe Black’s acquain-
tances in the Slabs might not 
have known that his legal name 
was Tommi-Deane Jackson. Ac-
cording to the friend, it was at her 
urging that Poe’s mother contact-
ed the Imperial County Sheriff ’s 
Office around May 22. 

“He had his friends in the Slabs 
added on his Facebook, and they 
were posting about his passing. A 
friend of ours asked if I had seen 
the posts on his Facebook time-
line and I went and checked it out. 

This is where I found out that he 
was deceased,” the friend wrote in 
an email, answering a number of 
specific questions. “I realized no-
body out there was going to know 
his legal name, so I contacted his 
family and let them know what 
had happened and to call the Im-
perial County Sheriff ’s Depart-
ment to identify themselves as his 
kin.

“Otherwise, he was going to be 
buried as a Doe. The day after, I 
was informed that his death was a 
murder,” the friend said.

Concrete Canals Tell No Tales
While it might sound strange to 

the uninitiated how the victim of 
multiple stab wounds like those 
found on the body of Poe Black 
can go undetected as a drown-
ing, but Chief Deputy Benavidez, 
who oversees the coroner’s unit, 
explained that it’s perfectly rea-
sonable.

He described what water and 
elevated temperature can do in 
just a few days, turning a body 
black and making the skin ex-
tremely fragile to handle.

Add in the conditions at the 
Coachella Canal, it becomes 
even more problematic consid-
ering this is a concrete-lined 
conveyance system moving huge 
amounts of water at high pressure 
and high speed.

“A body wants to stay under-
water, and its scraping along the 
bottom of the concrete surface,” 
Benavidez said on Friday, June 
4, adding it’s not surprising that 
if the body went into the water 
around Slab City that it would 
be found more than a mile north 
along the canal.

In consulting a map of the area, 
Siphon 7 is near the Slab City 
Library, on the southern end of 
the settlement. East Jesus, at the 
north, is adjacent to Siphon 8. 
Poe’s remains were found near Si-
phon 9, about 6,000 feet, or more 
than 1.1 miles from Siphon 8.

And, Benavidez said, when 
the body was pulled out, an initial 
postmortem inspection did re-
veal “a couple lacerations, but that 
could have been due to cuts from 
rebar on the concrete.”

When the body was examined 
under more exhaustive condi-
tions at the contract medical 
examiner’s facility in San Diego 
County four to seven days later, 
Benavidez said, the multiple stab 
wounds were found, and at that 
point the murder investigation 
was started immediately, with 
deputies making multiple visits 
over successive days to interview 
Slab City residents.

Again, few details are being re-
leased at this point in the inves-
tigation.

Poe’s cousin, Brammer, and his 
high school best friend have their 
theories, and they know what 
they have been told through fam-
ily members about the manner of 
Poe’s death, but no one wants to 
say too much right now, not when 
a suspect remains at large.

But that’s not going to deter 
Brammer from trying to get her 
own answers in a few weeks when 
she intends to find anyone in the 
Slabs who might have known Poe.

“I’m trying to find out as much 
as I can because this is my blood. 
This was like my own daughter, 
and this is terrible,” she said. “This 
is the worst thing you can imag-
ine happening to a young child.”

(Next Week, Thursday, June 17: 
Part 2: Life at Flamingo Camp, 
Life in Nashville)

A map of the Slab City area and the path of the Coachella Canal shows where the body of 21-year-old Poe Black was found at 
9:38 a.m. Tuesday, May 11, around Siphon 9 (exploded area in upper right, white dot is at Siphon 9). A closer image of Slab City 
(exploded area lower left) is shown. | CALEXICO CHRONICLE/HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE GRAPHIC

POE
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BY JULIO MORALES
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

NILAND — Nearly a year af-
ter a devastating fire destroyed 
his home as well as dozens of 
others, Barnacle Snug Luffy and 
his wife, Satya, are still living 
out of a mobile home parked on 
their Niland property.

And though plans call for the 
rebuilding of a new home on 
their six-acre spread near where 
the June 28 fire had originated, 
it is not the couple’s top priority.

Instead, the pair have dedicat-
ed much of the last year to re-
storing their property on Fourth 
Street west of Highway 111 to its 

previous condition as a certified 
wildlife habitat.

“We’ve kind of put the house 
on the backburner while we’re 
trying to get the property 
cleaned back up so that the an-
imals can return and have their 
young,” Luffy recently told a lo-
cal filmmaker. “To us that’s what 
it’s all about.”

The Luffys’ efforts have also 
earned them the support of 
the wider community, many of 
whom gathered for a celebration 
on Friday, June 4. And as Luffy 
and many guests had observed, 
the event also served to uplift 
the spirits of the township as it 
struggles to recover from the 

June 28 fire. 
“We decided to have a little 

party to lift up the mood,” Luffy 
told his guests that day. “And 
we’re starting to lift the mood 
here in Niland the best we can.”

A Welcoming Home
The Niland wildlife habitat is 

an oasis situated among near-
by rural homes, farmland and 
undeveloped property, where 
about 500 Washingtonia palm 
trees and three relatively large 
ponds serve as a lush attraction 
for a variety of local wildlife.

Prior to the devastating fire, 
it was common to see bob-
cats, coyotes, skunks, migra-
tory birds, waterfowl snakes, 

owls, foxes, and muskrats, to 
name just some species, at the 
location, which is certified as 
wildlife habitat by the National 
Wildlife Federation. 

About a third of the property 
has been restored and the wild-
life appears to be trickling back 
in, Luffy told local filmmaker 
and fellow Niland resident Ryan 
Joseph Perez in a 15-minute vid-
eo Perez produced and uploaded 
to YouTube entitled “New Be-
ginnings for a California Wild-
life Habitat.”

In the video, Luffy details his 
and his wife’s intimate connec-
tion to the property, their shared 
love of animals and the evolu-

tion of the wildlife habitat. 
Though his family’s connec-

tion to the land dates back to the 
1980s, Luffy didn’t arrive until 
about the late 1990s, when he 
purchased a plot next to his fa-
ther’s parcel. Since then, he has 
seen how farmland and devel-
opment has encroached on the 
amount of natural habitat that 
wildlife has had at its disposal.

“They have a very small place 
to have their young and it turns 
out over the years they kind of 
migrated here,” Luffy said in the 
video.

ENVIRONMENT

Gathering Celebrates Restoration of Niland Habitat, Human Spirit

CONTINUE READING THIS STORY AT: 
HOLTVILLETRIBUNE.COM
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FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.: 21-365
The following person is con-
ducting
business as:
Cuchi’s Holtville Raspados
574 Holt Ave.
Holtville, CA 92250
County of Imperial
Mailing Address:
821 Holt Ave.
Holtville, CA 92250
Full Name of Registrant:
Rita C Munoz De Torrez
821 Holt Ave.
Holtville, CA 92250
This business is conducted by: 
An
Individual Registrant com-
menced to transact business 
under the Fictitious Business 
Name(s) listed above on:
May 7, 2021.
I, Declare that all of the infor-

mation
in this statement is true and
correct.
Signature: Rita C Munoz De
Torrez, Owner The filing of this 
statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this State 
or a Fictitious Business Name 
in Violation of the Rights of an-
other under Federal, State or 
Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial  
County
Clerk on: May 10, 2021.
A new statement must be filed 
prior to the expiration date. 
This statement expires on: 
May 09, 2026.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder Victoria Camarillo, 
Deputy Clerk
Legal 9040
Publish: May 27, June 3, 10, 
17,
2021

ANNOUNCEMENT
 

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, 
the most advanced 

debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule 

a FREE LeafFilter 
estimate today. 15% 
off Entire Purchase. 

10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-855-

424-7581 
 

Become a Published 
Author. We want 

to Read Your 
Book! Dorrance 

Publishing-Trusted by 
Authors Since 1920 

Book manuscript 
submissions currently 

being reviewed. 
Comprehensive 

Services: Consultation, 
Production, Promotion 
and Distribution. Call 
for Your Free Author`s 

Guide 1-877-538-
9554 or visit http://

dorranceinfo.com/Cali
 

Water Damage to Your 
Home?  Call for a quote 
for professional cleanup 

& maintain the value 
of your home!  Set an 

appt. today! Call 1-855-
401-7069

 
AUTOS WANTED

 
WANTED! Old Porsche 

356/911/912 for 
restoration by hobbyist 
1948-1973 Only. Any 
condition, top $ paid! 

PLEASE LEAVE 
MESSAGE  

1-707-339-5994. Email: 
porscherestoration@

yahoo.com 
 

DONATE YOUR 
CAR OR TRUCK 

TO HERITAGE FOR 
THE BLIND. Free 3 
Day Vacation, Tax 
Deductible, Free 

Towing, All Paperwork 
Taken Care Of. CALL 

1-877-573-9104. 
 

DONATE YOUR CAR, 
BOAT OR RV to receive 
a major tax deduction. 
Help homeless pets. 

Local, IRS Recognized. 
Top Value Guaranteed. 

Free Estimate and 
Pickup.   

LAPETSALIVE.ORG 
1-833-772-2632 

 
DONATE YOUR CAR 
TO KIDS  Fast Free 

Pickup – Running or Not 
- 24 Hour Response - 

Maximum Tax Donation 
– Help Find Missing 

Kids! Call 1-888-491-
1453.

 
CABLE/INTERNET/

SATELLITE TV
 

AT&T Internet. Starting 
at $40/month w/12-mo 
agmt. Includes 1 TB of 
data per month. Get 
More For Your High-

Speed Internet Thing. 
Ask us how to bundle 
and SAVE! Geo & svc 
restrictions apply. Call 
us today 1-855-397-

7909. 
 

DIRECTV NOW. No 
Satellite Needed. $40/
month. 65  Channels. 

Stream Breaking News, 
Live Events, Sports & 
On Demand Titles. No 
Annual Contract. No 
Commitment. CALL 

1-855-404-2509

DIRECTV - Watch your 
favorite live sports, 

news and entertainment 
anywhere. More top 
premium channels 

than DISH. Restrictions 
apply. Call IVS - 1-888-

641-5762.
 

FINANCIAL SERVICES
 

Over $10K in Debt? Be 
debt free in 24 to 48 

months. No upfront fees 
to enroll. A+ BBB rated. 
Call National Debt Relief 

1-888-508-6305. 
 

Applying for Social 
Security Disability or 
Appealing a Denied 

Claim? Call Bill Gordon 
& Assoc. Our case 

managers simplify the 
process & work hard 

to help with your case.  
Call 1-844-998-1460 
FREE Consultation. 

Local Attorneys 
Nationwide [Mail: 2420 
N St NW, Washington 

DC. Office: Broward Co. 
FL (TX/NM Bar.)]

 
INSURANCE

 
SAVE BIG on HOME 

INSURANCE! Compare 
20 A-rated insurances 

companies. Get a quote 
within minutes. Average 
savings of $444/year! 
Call 1-844-410-9609! 

(M-F 8am-8pm Central) 
 

MEDICAL/HEALTH
 

ATTENTION 
DIABETICS! Save 

money on your diabetic 
supplies! Convenient 

home shipping for 
monitors, test strips, 

insulin pumps, catheters 
and more! To learn 

more, call now!  
1-855-702-3408

 
Lowest Prices on Health 

Insurance. We have 
the best rates from top 
companies! Call Now! 

1-888-989-4807
 

REAL ESTATE/LOANS
 

RETIRED COUPLE  
$1 MIL for business 

purpose Real 
Estate loans. Credit 
unimportant. V.I.P. 

Trust Deed Company 
www.viploan.com 

Call 1-818-248-0000 
Broker-principal 

DRE 01041073. No 
Consumer Loans. 

 
TAX SERVICES

 
ARE YOU BEHIND 
$10k OR MORE ON 
YOUR TAXES? Stop 
wage & bank levies, 
liens & audits, unfiled 

tax returns, payroll 
issues, & resolve tax 

debt FAST. Call 1-855-
970-2032.

 
WANT TO BUY

 
FREON WANTED: We 
pay $$$ for cylinders 
and cans. R12 R500 

R11 R113 R114. 
Convenient. Certified 
Professionals. Call 

312-291-9169 or visit 
RefrigerantFinders.com

 
THIS SPACE  

CAN BE YOURS!  
CALL 1-916-288-6011 

or email cecelia@cnpa.
com 

CLASSIFIED ADS

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice of Public Hearing
City of Holtville

Notice is hereby given that a public hearing will be held by the City of Holtville Planning Commission
at the date, time, and place indicated below. The purpose of the public hearing will be to hear comments
from the public regarding the following subject:

A Design Review application was submitted on May 21, 2021for a 1,000 square foot office space addi-
tion at 521 Cedar Avenue. The parcel is zoned Downtown - B (D-B) which is subject to a Design Review
and approval from the Planning Commission for any addition of more than 500 square feet (Section 17.63
HMC). The proposed addition will be utilized as commercial office space, which is a permitted use for
properties located within the D-B Zone. The purpose of this meeting is to present the findings of the sub-
mitted preliminary design plans and approve, conditionally approve, or deny the proposed project upon
the Planning Commission's review. The proposed project is exempt from CEQA review per section 15332,
Infill Development Projects.

Social Distancing practices will be followed. Parameters will be determined, posted and published prior
to the meeting.

Planning Commission Hearing Date: June 21, 2021
Hearing Time: 5:30 PM
Hearing Location: Holtville City Hall

121 W. 5th Street

Copies of the design review application and other pertinent information are available for review at City
Hall during regular business hours. If you would like to know more about the proposed project prior to
the public hearing, please contact Denise Marin, Assistant Planner at the Holt Group, at (760) 337-3883
or dmarin@theholtgroup.net.

Any person desiring to comment on the above project may do so in writing or may appear in person at the
public hearing. Written comments should be directed to the Holtville City Clerk, 121 W. 5th Street,
Holtville, CA 92250 and be delivered prior to the Public Hearing date. Please reference the project name
in all written correspondence.

Legal 9050 Publish: June 10, 2021

Project:

Design Review - Commercial Office Addition

Location:

521 Cedar Avenue (APN 045-252-009)

ty for citizenship, leadership and 
love for God and country, the na-
tional American Legion Auxilia-
ry’s website stated.

Those eligibility requirements 
also fit Vera to a T. She and her 
family have been a fixture every 
year at community events honor-
ing veterans and members of the 
armed services. 

Her family’s military service is 
unassailable. Her father served in 
the U.S. Air Force for nine years 
as a Russian linguist, extending 
the family’s unbroken multi-gen-
erational streak of having served 
in the armed forces since the 
founding of the United States 
and the Revolutionary War. 

She is involved with her 
church’s youth group and this 
week accompanied them to 
Utah for a retreat. Her penchant 
for leadership includes having 
served as the Class of 2022’s 
president for the past two years, 
as well as for the coming school 
year.

And while she is proud of 
her mixed heritage, owed to her 
mother who is a native of Guate-
mala, she above all else considers 
herself an American and is ex-
tremely appreciative of the free-
doms enjoyed in the states.

That appreciation has also 
been further enhanced by the 
multiple trips that Vera has tak-
en to Guatemala with her family 

in past years.
“I would say traveling to a dif-

ferent country really changed my 
perspective,” she said. “We’re re-
ally blessed with resources that 
we have here compared to other 
countries.”

Vera said she credits her selec-
tion as the local auxiliary’s Girls 
State delegate to a Holtville High 
counselor who recommended 
she apply for the opportunity. 
And even though older relatives 
had participated in the program 
during their high school days, 
Vera said she was only vaguely 
familiar with its specifics.

However, that quickly changed 
in preparation for her applica-
tion and her subsequent virtual 
interview with members of the 
Bradley-Keffer auxiliary.

“I do like to be politically ac-
tive and pay attention to what’s 
going on in our country,” Vera 
said. “I think it’s very important 
for young people to do.”

Nor does Vera come across as 
an extremely entrenched par-
tisan. Instead, she confesses a 
preference for understanding 
both sides of the political spec-
trum, and a belief that all Ameri-
can citizens are created equal and 
should be treated with respect, 
regardless of their race, religion, 
or gender.

“After all, America is a big 
melting pot with many people,” 
she said. “If you set your mind 
to it and work hard you will be 
successful.”

GIRLS STATE
From page 1

“I was pretty happy I saw my friends,” he said.
Although the seniors’ prom was organized by a small group of de-

voted parents, the school itself was able to host a number of events for 
seniors as well toward the end of the school year, Arevalo said.

Those events included a trip to Knotts Berry Farm, an on-campus 
carnival complete with a taco cart and a movie, a senior breakfast, 
and a class photo. And they could not have taken place if not for the 
support of faculty and staff.

“The biggest takeaway was that we were able to make things happen 
for seniors,” Arevalo said. “At the end of the day, this means the world 
to them.”

During her remarks to her classmates and those present, valedic-
torian Abigail Garewal said she felt honored to have graduated from 
Holtville High and that her numerous accomplishments were owed 
largely to the guidance and support of the “tight-knit” campus com-
munity.

“Going to school in Holtville has been the best experience we all 
could of possibly had,” Garewal said.

And no matter whether graduating seniors had plans to continue 
their education, seek employment, or join the military, their gradu-
ation provided them an opportunity for a fresh start and to define 
success on their own terms, she said.

“As long as you are happy, you are successful,” Garewal said. “Be true 
to yourself.”

She then closed out her speech by quoting singer-songwriter Nicki 
Minaj, who said that win or lose one must take ownership of their 
lives. 

“Let’s be in control from here on out,” Garewal said. 
(Read a related feature story on Garewal and fellow graduate Inez 

Rosales)
Taking better control of her life is precisely what had allowed 

18-year-old Monique Gonzalez to graduate on time. For a while, the 
milestone seemed out of reach on account of falling grades that had 
been prompted by some personal problems.

“But I raised them up to the point that I could graduate and I’m 
proud of myself for doing it,” Gonzalez said.

She now has her sights set on attending a correctional officer acade-
my in Texas this summer. Several relatives of hers that had completed 
the program, and who now are employed as correctional officers in 
Calipatria and Blythe, served as the inspiration for her career choice.

Despite the inherent dangers of the profession, Gonzalez said she 
considers herself up to the task and having the requisite mental and 
physical toughness.

“I’m just going to go over there and do everything so I can start 
working,” Gonzalez said.

GRADS
From page 1

ENVIRONMENT

CONTINUE READING THIS STORY AT: 
HOLTVILLETRIBUNE.COM

The Holtville High School Class of 2021 gathers for one last group photo in the gymnasium before the start of its commence-
ment ceremony on Thursday, June 3. | PHOTO COURTESY OF HOLTVILLE HIGH SCHOOL 
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STAY AWAY, STAY AWAY, 
STAY ALIVE.STAY ALIVE.

NEVER NEVER 
JUMP INTO JUMP INTO 
CANALSCANALS

NEVER NEVER 
PLAY NEAR PLAY NEAR 
CANALSCANALS

NEVER SWIM NEVER SWIM 
IN CANALSIN CANALS

BOYS BASEBALL

GIRLS BASKETBALL
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SPORTS

HOLTVILLE SPORTS PAGE BROUGHT TO YOU BY:

(760) 356-1192 (760) 356-4381 (760) 337-3883 (760) 356-5800

Barbara Worth 
Country Club

(877) 482-5656

433 W. 5th Street,  
Holtville

(760) 356-4103

BOYS BASKETBALL

Calvin Christian 
Bounces Holtville 
from Playoffs for 
Second Year with 
62-32 Drubbing

STAFF REPORT

ESCONDIDO — The Holtville High 
School boys’ basketball team is tired of see-
ing Calvin Christian High of Escondido in 
the playoffs after the Crusaders eliminated 
the Vikings from the CIF-San Diego Section 
playoffs for the second consecutive year.  

Holtville lost 62-32 in the Division IV 
semifinals on Tuesday, June 8, after losing 
46-29 in Escondido in the Division V quar-
terfinals in 2020. 

On Tuesday, Calvin Christian jumped out 
to a 20-9 lead at the end of the first quarter, 
after trailing 9-2 to start the game. The Vi-
kings weren’t able to get any offense going 
against the taller Crusaders, finishing the 
first half down 33-15.

The Vikings, co-champs of the Imperi-
al Valley League along with Central Union 
High School, defeated Escondido Charter 
57-53 in the quarterfinals on Saturday, June 
5, on the Holtville campus to reach the semi-
finals. 

Holtville trailed 24-22 at the half but a big 
third quarter gave the Vikings a 39-35 lead 

heading to the final period where both teams 
put up 18 points. 

“We came out in the third quarter and ap-
plied more pressure to them defensively and 
tried to speed up the game,” said Tony Ra-
mos, Holtville’s head coach. “We were able to 
build a lead and then kept fighting them off 
in the fourth quarter.”

Junior Dorian Maize paced the Vikings 
with 16 points, followed by senior Abraham 
Ramos and sophomore Angel Perez with 
nine points each. 

In the first round of the playoffs on June 
1, Holtville routed 14th-seeded El Cajon 
Valley, 69-45. The Vikings used a big third 
quarter in that game as well, breaking open 
a 25-19 halftime lead with a 23-14 advantage 
in the third period. 

Maize led Holtville against El Cajon Val-
ley with 18 points, followed by Perez with 17 
and senior Roman Ordonez with seven.

The Division IV championship game is set 
for 4:30 p.m. on Friday, June 9, at Serra High 
School in San Diego. Calvin Christian will 
face the winner of Wednesday’s other semi-
final between Maranatha Christian High of 
San Diego and High Tech High of San Diego. 

The other IVL team still alive in the San 
Diego Section playoffs is Vincent Memorial 
Catholic of Calexico who advanced to the 
Division V championship game on Tuesday 
with a 49-39 victory over St. Joseph Acade-
my of San Marcos. 

The Scots will play in the Division V title 
game against Crawford High of San Diego at 
7:30 p.m. on Thursday, June 10, at Serra High 
School in San Diego.

Vikings Fall Short 
in CIF Semifinal

Holtville High School senior Jonathan Heraz skies above his teammate Abraham Ramos (4) and 
a player from El Cajon Valley High during a CIF-San Diego Section Division IV first-round game in 
Holtville on Tuesday, June 1. | COURTESY PHOTO

BY MURRAY ANDERSON
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

VALLEY CENTER — For the first 
time he can remember, longtime Holt-
ville High School track and field coach 
Gerardo Lara has four athletes who have 
qualified for the CIF-San Diego Section 
Division III Finals set to run at Valley 
Center High here on Saturday, June 12.

With four athletes in the finals, Lara 
said he is expecting for the Vikings 
to have their first-ever CIF champion 
crowned on Saturday when senior Alan 
Jimenez takes to the track.

“He won the 800 (meter run) at the 
qualifying meet,” Lara said. “I expect him 
to be even faster for this meet with the 
competition driving him.”

Jimenez will be busy on Saturday, 
running in the 800-meter race, the 
1,600-meter race and finishing with the 
3,200-meter competition.

“The 800 (meter race) is more difficult 
to me,” said the 18-year-old Jimenez. 
“There is some strategy in the 800 but the 
main focus is just on going fast. There is 
more strategy in the 1,600 and a lot more 
strategy in the 3,200.”

Four Vikings 
Headed to 
CIF Finals

TRACK & FIELD

Holtville High School freshman Lillian 
Strahm is ahead of the pack at the 
Imperial Valley League Track and Field 
Finals. Strahm will be competing in the 
3,200-meter race at the CIF-San Diego 
Section Division III Championship Meet 
at Valley Center on Saturday, July 12.  
| CAMILO GARCIA JR. PHOTO

BY MURRAY ANDERSON
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — The Holt-
ville High School baseball team 
moved into the CIF-San Diego 
Section Division IV double-elim-
ination playoff tournament with 
an 11-4 victory over San Diego 
High here on Tuesday, June 8.

The Vikings were forced to 
play the one-game, play-in con-
test after getting the fifth seed in 
the 12-team bracket. With the 
win, the Vikings now hit the road 
to face fourth-seeded Mission 
Bay at 3:30 p.m. Wednesday, June 
9, where a loss won’t eliminate ei-
ther team.

Holtville (13-9 overall, 8-6 in 
Imperial Valley League) jumped 
out to a quick 4-0 lead in the first 
inning thanks to a leadoff double 
from junior Donovan Johnston, 
an RBI single from junior J.R. 
Garewal, and an RBI single from 
freshman John Chambers. 

BOYS BASEBALL

Holtville 
Advances to

Double-Elim. 
Bracket

Holtville High School senior Erik 
Garcia lays down a bunt in the first 
inning of the Vikings’ 11-4 first-
round victory over San Diego High in 
the CIF-San Diego Section Division IV 
playoffs in Holtville on Tuesday, June 
8. | CATHI PHILLIPS LARIOS PHOTO

BY MURRAY ANDERSON
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — After a difficult end 
to the season, the Holtville High School 
softball team has a chance to make it all 
better with a long run through the CIF-
San Diego Section Division IV playoff 
tournament as the second seed. 

The Vikings (16-4 overall, 11-3 in the 
Imperial Valley League) went into their 
final three games of the regular season 
on top of the IVL with an 11-0 record. 
One win in any of their final three games 
would have given them at least a share of 
the league championship. 

But an 8-1 loss to Southwest, followed 
by a 1-0 loss and 6-1 loss to Central 
wiped out any chance Holtville had a 
winning league, giving the IVL crown to 
Brawley Union High. 

SOFTBALL

Vikings Enter 
Playoff Tourney 
as No. 2 Seed

Top Seed in CIF 
Division II Playoffs, 
Our Lady of Peace, 

Best Holtville, 48-40 
in Quarterfinals

STAFF REPORT

SAN DIEGO — The Holtville 
High School girls’ basketball 
team’s season came to an end on 
Saturday, June 5, after a 48-40 loss 
to Academy of Our Lady of Peace 
in the CIF-San Diego Section Di-
vision II quarterfinals here.

The eighth-seeded Vikings, 
champions of the Imperial Val-
ley League, led the top-ranked 
Pilots, 35-32, after three quarters 
but weren’t able to put them away 
in the final period. 

“We had a couple injuries to key 
players in the fourth quarter that 
hurt us and we just weren’t able 
to execute what we wanted down 
the stretch,” said Murray Ander-

GIRLS BASKETBALL

IV League 
Champion 

Vikings 
Eliminated

See TRACK, PAGE 12

See SOFTBALL, PAGE 11
See GIRLS B-BALL, PAGE 12

See BASEBALL, PAGE 11
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PUBLIC NOTICE
LIEN SALE
The Storage Depot, 622 E. 5th Street will hold a Public Sale of the
contents of the following unit.
Diedra Munoz   $500   B5
Julia Cortez  $220   C20
Legal 9047
Publish: June 3, 10, 2021

PUBLIC NOTICE

Now that the playoffs have 
arrived, the records go out the 
window and it becomes a dou-
ble-elimination tournament for 
the Vikings as the second-seed-
ed team in the division. Bayfront 
Charter of Chula Vista is the top 
seed.

Holtville is scheduled to play a 
home game on Wednesday, June 
9, with time tentatively set for 6 
p.m. The opponent will be deter-
mined on Monday, June 7, in a 
play-in game between 10th-seed-
ed Mount Miguel of Spring Val-
ley and seventh-seeded Classical 
Academy of Escondido.

All four games in the play-
in round on Monday are single 
elimination with the losers out 
and the winners moving into the 

double-elimination tournament. 
Other IVL teams in the play-

offs this week include Southwest 
of El Centro as the 12th-seed in 
the Division I tournament in the 
play-in game on Monday, June 
7, playing in Escondido against 
fifth-seeded San Pasqual High. 
If the Eagles win they will travel 
to face Rancho Bernardo of San 
Diego in the double-elimination 
tournament on Wednesday, June 
9.

IVL champion Brawley Union 
High is also in Division I, sitting 
as the sixth-seed and hosting 
11th-seeded Poway in the play-in 
round on Monday, June 7, for a 
6:30 p.m. first pitch in Brawley. If 
the Wildcats win they will move 
into the double-elimination tour-
nament and face third-seeded 
Santana of Santee on Wednesday, 
June 9.

The Vikings increased the lead 
to 7-0 with three in the second 
inning with senior Norbert Irun-
garay delivering the big RBI sin-
gle. The lead grew to 8-0 with a 
run in the third and two more in 
the fourth inning made it 10-0 
Vikings.

San Diego plated three runs in 
the top of the fifth but the Cavers 
weren’t able to get big hits in any 
of the final five innings as they 
stranded 13 runners in the final 
five innings, including leaving 
the bases loaded in three of the 
last four innings. 

Sophomore Raul Sierra start-
ed for Holtville and pitched four 
innings, allowing three runs on 
three hits with eight strikeouts 
and two walks. Senior Arturo 
Lazos pitched the final three in-
nings and struck out five.

Offensively, Johnston finished 
with two hits and two runs scored 
as did senior Erik Garcia. Irung-
aray had three hits and scored a 
run and Garewal had a hit and 
walked three times, scoring three 
runs. 

Holtville struggled down the 
stretch of the IVL campaign, los-

ing three of its last four games, 
dropping two to Southwest be-
fore beating Central 10-6 and 
then dropping the season finale 
to the Spartans 6-3.

The loss to Central in the final 
game of the season might have 
cost the Vikings an automatic 
berth in the double-elimination 
tournament, but it also might 
have gotten the Spartans into the 
play-in round. Central entered 
as the 11th-seed in the play-in 
round and was knocked out of 
the playoffs with a 9-0 loss to 
Maranatha Christian High of San 
Diego on Tuesday, June 8.

BASEBALL
From page 7

Holtville High School senior 
Norbert Irungaray makes the 
stretch at first base to get a San 
Diego High baserunner out during 
the Vikings’ 11-4 win in the first 
round of the CIF-San Diego Section 
Division IV playoffs in Holtville on 
Tuesday, June 8. | CATHI PHILLIPS 
LARIOS PHOTO

Holtville High School 
senior Emily Zarate dives 
to tag first base before 
the Central Union High 
base runner can get 
there during the final 
Imperial Valley League 
game of the season in 
Holtville on May 26. The 
Vikings begin their run 
in the CIF-San Diego 
Section Division IV 
playoffs on Wednesday, 
June 9, as the second-
ranked team in the 
division. | CATHI PHILLIPS 
LARIOS PHOTOS

SOFTBALL
From page 7

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice of Public Hearing
City of Holtville

Notice is hereby given that a public hearing will be held by the City of Holtville Planning Commission
at the date, time, and place indicated below.  The purpose of the public hearing will be to hear comments
from the public regarding the following subject:

Vasmar Rentals LLC submitted a Similar Use Determination, Conditional Use Permit, and Design/Site
Plan review application for the development of a new 120-unit self-storage project and detached single-
family residential on a 1.7 acre site located at the southeast corner of Grape Avenue and Fifth Street.The
parcel is zoned Downtown - B (D-B) which does not allow self-storage projects but does allow ware-
housing,which has a similar use and impact, upon issuance of a Conditional Use Permit.Therefore, a
Similar Use Determination and Conditional Use Permit will be required for the project. Likewise, a
Design/Site Plan review is also necessary for all projects located within both Downtown Zones. The pur-
pose of this meeting is to present the environmental review process, findings, any comments received by
the public, and hold a public hearing regarding the matter prior to project consideration by the Planning
Commission.The proposed project is exempt from CEQA review per section 15332, Infill Development
Projects.

Social Distancing practices will be followed. Parameters will be determined, posted and published prior
to the meeting.

Planning Commission Hearing Date: June 21, 2021
Hearing Time: 5:30 PM
Hearing Location: Holtville City Hall

121 W. 5th Street

Copies of the design review application and other pertinent information are available for review at the
City Hall during regular business hours.  If you would like to know more about the proposed project prior
to the public hearing, please contact Francisco Barba, Assistant Planner at the Holt Group, at (760) 337-
3883 or fbarba@theholtgroup.net.

Any person desiring to comment on the above project may do so in writing or may appear in person at the
public hearing.  Written comments should be directed to the Holtville City Clerk, 121 W. 5th Street,
Holtville, CA 92250 and be delivered prior to the Public Hearing date. Please reference the project name
in all written correspondence. 

Legal 9049 Publish: June 10, 2021

Project:
Vasmar Rentals LLC Self-Storage Design/Site
Plan Review, Similar Use Determination, and
Conditional Use Permit

Location:
Southeast Corner of Grape Avenue and Fifth
Street (State Route 115) (APN's 045-610-025)

Holtville High School senior Lexis Smith gets ready to run at first base 
during the Vikings’ final Imperial Valley League game of the season against 
Central Union High in Holtville on May 26.
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Lara said that Jimenez could 
be crowned champion in either 
the 800 or 1,600 and wouldn’t be 
surprised to see him finish in the 
top-3 and medal in the 3,200 as 
well. The senior’s qualifying time 
currently has him first in the 800 
and third in the 1,600.

“It’s going to be difficult but I 
want to go out there and get two 
CIF championships,” Jimenez 
said. “That’s what I’ve been train-
ing for and that’s what I’ve been 
aiming for this year.”

Also competing for the Vikings 
at the Division III championship 
meet will be freshman Lillian 
Strahm. The distance runner will 
be competing in the 3,200-meter 
(two-mile) race and is the first 
freshman from Holtville to make 
it to the championship meet.

“She’s running really well and 
for just being a freshman she 
doesn’t seemed bothered by the 
fact it’s a championship meet,” 
Lara said. “We, as her coaches, are 
still trying to get to know her and 
learn what training she responds 
to best and she’s just going and 
there and running.”

Holtville High senior Cier-
ra Dammarell qualified for 

the championship meet in the 
shot put and is going in as the 
sixth-seeded athlete in the event 
after last week’s qualifying meet. 
Dammarell won the Imperial 
Valley League title in the shot put, 
but her effort at the qualifying 
meet wasn’t her best, so Lara has 
high expectations for her come 
Saturday.

“I think she has the potential to 
be top-5 and possibly even top-3 
and medal if she can go out there 
and get a personal-best,” he said. 

The final athlete competing at 
the finals for the Vikings is soph-
omore Julian Reyna who will take 
part in the triple jump. Lara is 
hoping the newbie to the triple 
jump can get into the top-10 as he 
continues to learn the complicat-
ed event.

“He’s really just learning the 
event but he’s talented enough 
that he could have a terrible day 
and still get a good distance,” Lara 
said. 

Between 15 and 20 schools 
will be competing at the Division 
III championship meet at Val-
ley Center while the Division II 
schools will be competing at the 
same time at Mt. Carmel High 
School in San Diego and the Divi-
sion I schools will compete at Del 
Norte High School in San Diego.

Holtville High School senior Alan Jimenez (1) runs in the Imperial Valley 
League 800-meter finals. Jimenez will be competing in three events at the 
CIF-San Diego Section Division III Championship Meet at Valley Center 
High on Saturday, June 12. | CAMILO GARCIA JR. PHOTO

TRACK
From page 7

son, Holtville’s seventh-year head 
coach. “It’s a tough ask to try and 
go on the road and beat the top-
ranked team. We had them on 
the ropes, we just weren’t able to 
finish.”

The Vikings (10-2 overall) 
trailed 10-9 after the first quarter 
but rallied to take a 23-22 half-
time lead and held a 35-32 lead af-
ter the third quarter before being 
outscored 16-5 in the final period. 

Junior Orian Anderson led 
Holtville with 12 points, seven re-
bounds and three assists, followed 
by sophomore Kamryn Walker 
who finished with 12 points, five 
rebounds, three assists and three 
steals. Sophomore Julia Moreno 
added seven points, six rebounds 
and five steals and sophomore 
Skylar Hanson chipped in with 

three points and seven rebounds. 
The Vikings defeated 

ninth-seeded Francis Parker High 
of San Diego 49-46 in the first 
round of the Division II playoffs 
in Holtville on Wednesday, June 
2. 

Holtville jumped out to a 12-1 
lead after the first quarter and led 
24-8 at halftime. The Lancers ral-
lied back with a big fourth quar-
ter, outscoring the Vikings 26-10 
in the final period to draw close.

“We had a 19-point lead after 
three quarters and just lost focus 
in the fourth,” Anderson said. 
“Give Francis Parker credit, those 
girls never gave up and battled all 
the way to the final second.”

Walker led the Vikings with 
11 points, 12 rebounds, eight as-
sists and seven steals. Anderson 
finished with 10 points and five 
assists and Hanson had 10 points 
and seven rebounds. 

Holtville High School sophomore Kamryn Walker drives to the basket for a layup 
against Francis Parker of San Diego in a CIF-San Diego Section Division II first-
round game in Holtville on Wednesday, June 2. | VALERIE MENDOZA PHOTO

GIRLS B-BALL
From page 7


	HT_06102021_P01
	HT_06102021_P02
	HT_06102021_P03
	HT_06102021_P04
	HT_06102021_P05
	HT_06102021_P06
	HT_06102021_P07
	HT_06102021_P08
	HT_06102021_P09
	HT_06102021_P10
	HT_06102021_P11
	HT_06102021_P12

