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Murdered Trans Man 
Seeks Life Off the Grid. 

Meanwhile, Friends, 
Family in Nashville 
Mourn His Death

BY RICHARD 
MONTENEGRO-BROWN

HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

NILAND — Slab City has been both 
romanticized and vilified, yet the truth 
is far more complicated for a spot re-
ferred to as “The Last Free Place in 
America.”

Those who have paid any attention to 
the former military installation owned 
by the state teachers’ union know that 
the lawless label isn’t exactly accurate, 

as those who live there permanently 
have their own system of checks and 
balances to maintain order and keep 
John Law off their backs.

Yet there is crime. There are drugs. 
There is a degree of lawlessness. And 
there have been murders, like that of 

Poe Black.
But there’s freedom, too, and it’s that 

kind of wide-eyed, aspirational way of 
life out West for a Southern kid from a 
troubled home that might have been a 
siren song of the counterculture.

“We believe that this was his idea,” 
said Lori Brammer of the man that Poe 
Black traveled to California with. “Be-
cause I don’t think Tommi even knew 
anything about this place.”

Lori Brammer is speaking of her 
second cousin, Poe Black, a trans man 
who was stabbed to death and whose 
body was dumped into the Coachella 
Canal the runs alongside Slab City. 

Poe’s remains were recovered from 
the canal on May 11 by the Imperial 
County Sheriff ’s Office, which some 
days later identified the trans man by 
the only legal identity investigators 

Refuge Becomes Poe Black’s Resting Place

BLACK

See POE BLACK, PAGE 7

City Council Adds 
Improvement 

Project to SB 1 List, 
But Funding Comes 

Up Short
BY JULIO MORALES

HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — Though the ad-
dition of the Ninth Street sidewalk 
improvement project to a list of 
state-funded projects will help ensure 
work begins on schedule, additional 
funds will need to be sought to com-
plete certain portions.

That was the news City Manag-
er Nick Wells delivered to the City 
Council prior to its decision to add the 

Ninth Street project to its proposed 
list of projects that will be funded by 
the state’s Senate Bill 1 Road Mainte-
nance and Rehabilitation Account.

Ninth St. Sidewalks Still Need Money

The Imperial Irrigation District will cover most of the cost to underground the Pear Canal as it runs along Ninth Street in Holtville, but the 
city at the moment is short some of the $216,000 share of cost on the project. It has identified $121,000 in Senate Bill 1 funds to cover a 
portion, but more is needed. | CAMILO GARCIA JR. PHOTOS

The Pear Canal at Ninth Street in Holtville 
will be put underground by the Imperial Ir-
rigation District as part of the first phase of 
work on the city of Holtville’s Ninth Street 
improvement project, but already a portion of 
the project — some sidewalks and gutters on 
Ninth — has to be eliminated for lack of funds. 

See NINTH ST., PAGE 6

FIREWORKS SALES 
A GO FOR CHAMBER
BY JULIO MORALES
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — As in years past, 
the city’s single vendor’s permit to sell 
fireworks in the week preceding Inde-
pendence Day was awarded to Holt-
ville Chamber of Commerce during 
the City Council’s meeting on Mon-
day, June 14.

The city’s ordinance regulating the 
sale of fireworks solely allows one per-
mit for a temporary stand to be award-
ed on an annual basis. The Holtville 
chamber has successfully applied for 
the $500 permit since 2013, except for 
in 2016, when no permit was issued.

See FIREWORKS, PAGE 3

BY ELIZABETH VARIN 
AND MARCIE LANDEROS
FOR THE HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

IMPERIAL COUNTY — California’s mask guide-
lines have loosened, but not totally disappeared, and 
that was apparent by looking around at all the cov-
ered faces.

The change comes as California’s same-day capac-
ity limits, social distancing requirements and most 
COVID-19 restrictions on businesses ended on 
Tuesday, June 15.

Yet there are still some restrictions in place, Impe-
rial County Public Health Officer Dr. Stephen Mun-
day said. 

If fully vaccinated, those visiting businesses don’t 
necessarily need to wear masks, he said. However, 
those working still must have coverings.

While throughout the country mask mandates 
have been met with resistance, indifference, enthusi-
asm, and all points in between, not everyone is ready 
to let them go. 

“I’m wearing my mask till we are 100 percent over 
it, and so are my kids and grandkids. You never 
know who is actually vaccinated, so it’s not worth the 
risk for our little ones,” 67-year-old Seeley resident 
Marc Brooks said on Wednesday morning.

Although Dr. Munday said there is still a require-
ment that the unvaccinated wear masks in certain 

Imperial  
County Says, 

‘Good Morning, 
California’

Locals Contemplate, Officials 
Explain Life After June 15

See REOPENING, PAGE 6

Calexico Cop 
Kills Man Who 

Slashed Another

BY RICHARD 
MONTENEGRO BROWN 

HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

CALEXICO — A 65-year-old homeless man who 
had been in a fight with another homeless man was 
shot more than three times and killed by a Calexico 
police officer at the bus stop at Paulin Avenue and 
Third Street in downtown Calexico this week.

The shooting death of the unnamed Hispanic man 
came after he reportedly slashed the other homeless 
individual shortly after 6 p.m. Monday, June 16, end-
ing a tragic day in which Calexico police responded 
to three gun-related incidents.

Police fired on the man just minutes after an 
Imperial County Transit bus pulled up to the curb 
around 6:11 p.m., according to police.

Contrary to reports, the incident did not happen 
on the bus, but passengers did witness the fight be-
tween the two homeless men that preceded the of-

Officer Placed on Leave 
Per Department Policy

See SHOOTING, PAGE 3
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JUNETEENTH 
CELEBRATION TO 
HONOR AFRICAN 
AMERICAN VETS

STAFF REPORT

EL CENTRO — The commu-
nity is invited to attend the an-
nual Juneteenth celebration on 
Saturday, June 19 at the El Cen-

tro Community Center, where 
organizers will honor local Af-
rican American veterans.

The event is being hosted by 
the Imperial Valley Social Jus-
tice Committee, in partnership 
with the city of El Centro, Vo 
Medical Center and Vo Neigh-
borhood Medical Clinic and 
Black Lives Matter Imperial 
Valley.

A vaccination clinic will 
be held from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. 
Those who get vaccinated will 
have an opportunity to win in 
the Vax for the Win state prizes 
by signing up at https://covid19.
ca.gov/vax-for-the-win

Festivities will run from 3 
p.m. to 8 p.m. For more infor-
mation contact Sonia Carter at 
442-271-5806 or the IVSJC of-
fice at 442-231-8550.

BY JULIO MORALES
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE – The Amer-
ican Legion Bradley Keffer 
auxiliary Post 138 welcomed 
17 new members to its orga-
nization this year, with four of 
them being formally welcomed 
during an initiation ceremony 

on June 7.
The members’ mission is to 

support and advocate for vet-
erans and their families, as well 
as helping educate the youth 
and the community through 
auxiliary programs at the 
schools.

The new members included 
Denise Kilgore, Lorenza Car-
penter, Martha Castro, Jamie 
Valoria, Lyn Mavila, Zoe Nil-
son, Georgina Camacho, Patty 
Snead, Chris Sharp, Adelina 
Combs, Melanie Cherry, Lu-
cretia Jay Munger, Amanda 
Baldwin, Tania Collins, Traci 
Mullins, Melissa Felix and An-
thony Felix.

During the initiation cere-
mony, four candles represent-

ing the four pillars of justice, 
freedom, democracy, and loy-
alty the were lit.   

Prior to the ceremony, the 
auxiliary presented its 2020 
Girls State Conference dele-
gate, Abigail Garewal, with a 
scholarship. 

Those interested in joining 
or finding out more about the 
American Legion auxiliary 
Post 138 are encouraged to 
contact unit president Karen 
Gibbs at 760-791-2311. 

The auxiliary meets the first 
Monday of every month at 6 
p.m. at the American Legion 
Hall, at the northeast corner of 
Cedar Avenue and Sixth Street. 
It is not scheduled to meet un-
til September.
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POLICE BRIEFS

COMMUNITY

STAFF REPORT

HOLTVILLE — The fol-
lowing reports were collect-
ed from the Imperial County 
Sheriff ’s Office call logs for 
the Holtville substation from 
June 8 through June 14.

TUESDAY, JUNE 8
2:40 p.m.: A garbage truck 

driver called deputies to re-
port a vehicle blocking his 
access to an alley on Walnut 
Avenue.

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 9
6:55 a.m.: Police were 

called to the Blossom Valley 
Inn elder care facility after a 
male resident hit two house-
keepers and fled on foot to-
ward Fifth Street. The man 
was wearing a white sweat-
er, dark colored pants, and a 
bow on his head. 

10:45 a.m.: A Fern Avenue 
resident called deputies to 
report that he believes he’s 
being set up but he doesn’t 
know who is trying to set 
him up or why. The man was 
advised to document the in-
cidents in his journal. 

THURSDAY, JUNE 10
12:10 a.m.: A Beale Ave-

nue resident reported that a 
subject came to his residence 
and “threatened to get him.” 
The caller advised deputies 
that he believes the subject is 
on meth and his concerned 
that they may return. 

Four of the five new members of the American Legion Bradley-Keffer auxiliary Post 138 include (from left) Denise Kilgore, 
Lorenza Carpenter, Jamie Viloria, and Martha Castro. | PHOTO COURTESY OF KAREN GIBBS

Legion Auxiliary Adds New Members

STAFF REPORT

HOLTVILLE — After 15 months of closed doors and limit-
ed activity, the Meyer Memorial Library branch of the Imperi-
al County Free Library reopened its doors to limited hours on 
Tuesday, June 15.

“People need the library,” said library assistant Lorenza Car-
penter on Tuesday. Although the library isn’t quite open for peo-
ple to come in and hang around, Carpenter said, “people can 
come in and get whatever they want.

“We’re starting very slow,” she said, adding she doesn’t know 
when hours of operation will be extended.

For now, the Meyer Memorial Branch is open from 9 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. and 2:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. Mondays, Tuesdays, and 
Thursdays, and for “Grab and Go” doorside service only from 10 
a.m. to noon and 2 to 6 p.m. on Fridays.

The library is at 101 E. Sixth St. and it can be reached at 760-
356-2385.

LOCAL

Holtville’s Meyer Library 
Reopens to Community

The Meyer Memorial Library branch of the Imperial County Free Library system is 
at 101 E. Sixth St. in Holtville. | CAMILO GARCIA JR. PHOTO

IN BRIEF
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ficer shooting the elder homeless 
individual, Calexico Police Chief 
Gonzalo Gerardo said in an inter-
view on Tuesday, June 15.

A press release from the Calex-
ico Police Department issued on 
Tuesday stated the man who was 
shot “had a knife in his hand teth-
ered to his wrist” and the officer 
fired after he refused to comply 
with commands to drop the weap-
on, but the release reveals little 
about what happened prior to the 
shooting.

There is no mention whether 
the man advanced on the officer, 
moved in any threatening manner, 
or what exactly happened, and wit-
ness accounts are unclear.

A call to the Donut Shop, which 
sits directly to the north of the bus 
stop on Third and Paulin, on Tues-
day afternoon was met with incon-
sistent third-hand information. 

An employee said they didn’t see 
what happened but heard about it 
from customers who said there was 
a fight, one man pulled a knife, po-
lice arrived, and shot that person. 
The employee acknowledges their 
account might not be accurate.

A post to this newspaper’s Face-
book page, which was flagged for 
profanity, so it is not visible to 
the public, claimed a first-hand 
account of the incident, stating a 
younger man was beating up the 
older man, who then took out his 
knife and began to defend himself.

What makes that account con-
fusing is, the alleged witness re-
ports that he saw another man 
separate the two men before the 
shooting occurred. Again, even 
this account does not really say 
what happens from that point to 
the point where the officer fires.

“No tazer (sic), no other means. 
(Was the) old bearded man was 
such a threat. He was getting his 
a** kicked by the young guy,” the 
post states.

All Calexico police officers at 
the scene were wearing their de-
partment-issued body cameras, 
according to the press release, with 
their “cameras on.”

It’s unclear this early into the in-
vestigation when a clearer picture 
of what happened will emerge.

The department has 60 days to 
release the body-camera footage 
by law, but to the extent it could 
hinder an investigation, an exten-
sion can be sought, Gerardo said 
on Wednesday, June 16. That ex-
tension could last up to 180 days.

Gerardo clarified on Tuesday 
that the older man who was shot 
had slashed the forehead of the 
other individual in the fight, which 
likely could account for the blood 
at the scene, which appears to be 
spread over a large area, including 
near the benches and over by a 
small retaining wall separating the 
stop from the larger parking lot.

It’s unknown how many times 
the officer fired on the elder man, 
but three shell casings were seen in 
a photograph this newspaper took 
the night of the shooting. Chief 
Gerardo confirmed there were 
more than three shots fired but he 
would not say how many.

Only one officer was involved 
in the shooting — one of two who 
made up the initial response to the 

stabbing call, Gerardo said — and 
he has been placed on “administra-
tive leave per Calexico Police De-
partment policy and protocol,” ac-
cording to the department’s press 
statement.

The elder man was alive at the 
scene and Calexico first-respond-
ers did render aid before trans-
porting him to the El Centro 
Regional Medical Center by am-
bulance, where he would later die 
from his injuries.

Gerardo was at the hospital 
briefly Monday evening; his arriv-
al back to the shooting scene from 
El Centro Regional could be heard 
over the radio scanner.

Gerardo was asked about the 
man who was killed, adding that 
while he did have a Calexico resi-
dence, there was apparent difficul-
ty locating his next of kin due to 
his homelessness.

Imperial County sheriff ’s offi-
cials still have not be able to reach 
the family of the deceased man as 
of Wednesday afternoon. Chief 
Deputy Robert Benavidez said 
even though the man did have a 
phone on him, there were no con-
tacts in the phone that have aided 
the investigation. 

Police do have an identity but 
releasing a name will not be done 
until family is informed first.

An autopsy is also pending and 
is not scheduled until Tuesday, 
June 22, Benavidez said, although 
he said efforts are being made to 
try to get the autopsy done this 
week with the assistance of the 
contract medical examiners Impe-
rial County works with.

The shooting is being investi-
gation by both the Calexico Po-
lice Department and the Imperial 
County Sheriff ’s Office, which 
Gerardo called in to assist Monday 
evening. The Sheriff ’s Office crime 
scene investigators were brought 
in to process evidence and secure 
the scene.

“Under Sheriff Fred Miramon-
tes, his investigators, and the spe-
cial investigations unit arrived, 
and the scene was turned over to 
them. The Imperial County Sher-
iff ’s Office is conducting the crim-
inal investigation portion of this 
incident, and the Calexico Police 
Department is leading the internal 
investigation. Further information 
will be provided as it becomes 
available,” according to the Police 
Department release.

Monday was a troubling day 
overall for the department, Gerar-
do said, but the type of day that he 
fears will be happening with more 
frequency due to the existing bra-
zenness of suspected criminals, lax 
sentencing laws and the state’s no 
bail law.

While the department has un-
fortunately grown accustomed to 
the repeat property crime, violent 
incidents appear on the uptick, 
too, Gerardo explained.

Three gun-related incidents oc-
curred, starting Monday morning, 
when police arrested a transient in 
the 200 block of West Cole Road 
who police said first threatened a 
property owner in the area with a 
loaded gun but then briefly waved 
that gun at police when they ar-
rived on scene.

LOCAL NEWS

Semana del 21 de junio
Salud Mental Durante una Pandemia 

y Emergiendo de Una Pandemia
Bernardo Ng, M.D., Sun Valley Research Center, INC.

Todavía estamos experimentando un evento de pandemia global causado 
por un nuevo virus transmisible, COVID 19. Este virus ya ha demostrado sus 

efectos en nuestra vida diaria, nuestras rutinas e incluso nuestra salud mental. 
Una de las mejore s herramientas para hacer frente a la ansiedad es el dis-

cernimiento de la información, la recopilación información, la verifica ció n de 
la precisión de la información y luego la planificación específica para admin-
istrar la información es una estrategia efica z d e reducción de la ansiedad. 

Hemos invitado a Sun Valley Research Center, al Dr. Ng, para discutir todo lo 
relacionado con el COVID 19, incluidas las adaptaciones y ajustes de la vida 

pandémica a la vida pos pandémica. ¿Qué hemos aprendido del año pasado? 
¿Cómo podemos aplicar ese conocimiento para mejorar la vida y la comunidad 

después de una pandemia?

GILGAR | JUNE 15, 2021

Con Dalia Pesqueira 

'Hamilton' Moves to the 'Hood?

GILGAR

(422) 265-1525

Week of June 21
Mental Health During a Pandemic and Emerging 

From a Pandemic
Bernardo Ng, M.D., Sun Valley Research Center, INC.

We are still experiencing a global pandemic event caused by a communi-
cable novel (new) virus, COVID 19. This virus has already demonstrated its 

effects on our daily lives, our routines, and even our mental health. One 
of the best coping tools f or anxiety is information discernment, gathering 
information, verifying the accuracy of the information, and then specific 

plann ing to manage the information is an effective anxiety reduction 
strategy. We have invited Sun Valley Research Center, Dr. Ng to discuss 

all things COVID 19, including the adaptations and adjustments from 
pandemic life to post pandemic life. What have we learned from the past 

year? How can we bring that knowledge to bear for a better post pandemic 
life and community.

LAW OFFICE OF KEN BAKER
Attorney at Law

Evictions • Probates • Bankruptcy
1615 Suite A, West Main Street

El Centro, CA 92243
Kenbakerattorney@gmail.com

kenbakerattorney.com

CONTINUE READING THIS STORY AT: 
HOLTVILLETRIBUNE.COM

“The city reached out the first 
couple of years to see if anyone 
else wanted to do it and nobody 
else put their hand up,” City 
Manager Nick Wells said.

Were the city ever to receive 
more than one permit applica-
tion, it would resort to a lottery 

system to select the permit re-
cipient, City Council member 
Richard Layton said. 

The city can also expand the 
number of firework vendor 
permits but would need to go 
through state permitting re-
quirements, the resolution’s staff 
report stated. 

The sale of fireworks is esti-
mated to bring in about $15,000 
in proceeds, which the chamber 

splits with the fireworks distrib-
utor, Wells said.

In other news at the City 
Council meeting, the council 
was presented with information 
regarding the status of its gener-
al fund budget. Similar discus-
sions are expected to take place 
at upcoming council meetings 
in preparation of the adoption of 
the fiscal year 2021-22 budget, 
which starts July 1.

A fireworks booth in Holtville sits at the corner of Fifth Street and Holt Avenue in summer 2020. | HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE 
FILE PHOTO

FIREWORKS
From page 1

LOCAL

IN BRIEF

The southeast corner of Paulin Avenue and Third Street was the site of a shooting 
on Monday evening, June 14, where a local man was killed. Calexico police can be 
seen combing the crime scene. | CAMILO GARCIA JR. PHOTO

SHOOTING
From page 1
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Semifinal Forfeit 
Sends Holtville to Final

BY MURRAY ANDERSON
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — The Holtville High School soft-
ball team has moved into the CIF-San Diego Section 
Division IV semifinals without much resistance, 
winning its two games by a combined 23-1 score.

The second-seeded Vikings (18-4 overall) took 
care of seventh-seeded Classical Academy of Es-
condido, 10-0, on Wednesday, June 9, then followed 
that with a 13-1 win over third-ranked La Jolla on 
Thursday, June 10.

Sixth-seeded San Dieguito Academy of Encinitas 
beat Classical Academy in an elimination game on 
Friday, June 11 and will now face La Jolla in another 
elimination game on Tuesday, June 15.

The winner of the San Dieguito-La Jolla con-
test will travel to Holtville for a Thursday, June 17, 
matchup tentatively set for 7 p.m. If the Vikings win 
they will advance to the Division IV championship 
game which is scheduled for 11:30 a.m. on Saturday, 
June 19, at Helix High School in San Diego. 

If Holtville loses on Thursday, June 17, the two 
teams will square off again in Holtville on Friday, 
June 18, with the winner of that game advancing to 
the championship contest. 

Vikings in Div. IV Title Game Saturday

STAY AWAY, STAY AWAY, 
STAY ALIVE.STAY ALIVE.

NEVER NEVER 
JUMP INTO JUMP INTO 
CANALSCANALS

NEVER NEVER 
PLAY NEAR PLAY NEAR 
CANALSCANALS

NEVER SWIM NEVER SWIM 
IN CANALSIN CANALS
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TRACK & FIELD

SPORTS
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Holtville
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BY MURRAY ANDERSON
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

VALLEY CENTER — For the first time in school histo-
ry, Holtville High School has a CIF-San Diego Section track 
champion.

Senior Alan Jimenez earned the honor by winning the 
800-meter race at Valley Center High School here on Saturday, 
June 12, in the CIF-SDS Divi-
sion III Track & Field Champi-
onships.

Jimenez almost pulled off a 
double-gold performance but 
came up two seconds short in 
the 1,600-meter race, falling to 
Sage Creek of Carlsbad’s Bryce 
Gilmore.

“It was a bittersweet feeling. 
Once I finished the 1,600, I just 
had to focus on the 800,” said 
the 18-year-old Jimenez. “I went 
back to the tent and just tried to 
visualize what I had to do to win 
the 800.”

Holtville coach Gerardo Lara thinks the narrow loss in 1,600 
motivated the senior to go all out in the 800.

“The 1,600 came down to a kick and normally Alan rises to 
the occasion but he just didn’t rise quite enough in this one, 
but I think it helped get him more focused and ready for the 
800,” Lara said.

In the 800, Jimenez wasn’t going to be denied again, sprint-
ing ahead of the pack and delivering the fastest split time of his 
running career with a 54-second first lap. 

“My mentality going in was to run as if my life depended on 
it,” Jimenez said. “So the gun goes off and I make my way to the 
front and then begin to accelerate little by little. That last 200 
meters I was just focused on the finish line.”

With his winning time of 1:56 in the 800-meters, Jimenez 
has qualified for the San Diego Champions Meet scheduled 
for Saturday, June 19, at University City High in San Diego. 
The Champions meet brings only the top nine finishers from 
Divisions I, II and III together to crown a San Diego Section 
champion. 

Jimenez’s winning time in the 800 qualified him fourth 
among all 800-meter runners in the section, however the dif-
ference in time between the top six runners is less than two 
seconds, according to Lara. 

“There are a lot of very talented runners in the event, it’s 
going to be something to see,” Lara said.

Jimenez will also be competing in the 1,600-meter race at 
the Champions meet on Saturday, June 19, qualifying with the 
ninth best time among all section competitors. His time of 
4:20 is only four seconds off the top time in the section of 4:16.

Holtville freshman Lillian Strahm competed in the 
3,200-meter race at the Division III meet and delivered a per-
sonal record of 12:48, shattering her previous best time by 30 
seconds. 

“Lilly came into the finals ranked 15th and she finished 11th 
so she upset some people at the event and she’s only a fresh-
man,” Lara said. “I was expecting her to PR because of all the 
competition, but not PR by 30 seconds.”

Holtville senior Cierra Dammarell finished seventh in the 
shot put and wasn’t able to put up a PR at the championship 
meet. 

Jimenez Wins Title
Distance Runner is 

First in School’s History 
to Take CIF Crown

Holtville High School senior Alan Jimenez won the 800-meter race at 
the CIF-San Diego Section Division III Track and Field Championships 
at Valley Center High on Saturday to become the first-ever track athlete 
from Holtville to win a section title. | CAMILO GARCIA JR. PHOTO

JIMENEZ

Semifinal Forfeit 
Sends Holtville to Final

BY MURRAY ANDERSON
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — The Holtville High School soft-
ball team has moved into the CIF-San Diego Section 
Division IV semifinals without much resistance, 
winning its two games by a combined 23-1 score.

The second-seeded Vikings (18-4 overall) took 
care of seventh-seeded Classical Academy of Es-
condido, 10-0, on Wednesday, June 9, then followed 
that with a 13-1 win over third-ranked La Jolla on 
Thursday, June 10.

Sixth-seeded San Dieguito Academy of Encinitas 
beat Classical Academy in an elimination game on 
Friday, June 11 and will now face La Jolla in another 
elimination game on Tuesday, June 15.

The winner of the San Dieguito-La Jolla con-
test will travel to Holtville for a Thursday, June 17, 
matchup tentatively set for 7 p.m. If the Vikings win 
they will advance to the Division IV championship 
game which is scheduled for 11:30 a.m. on Saturday, 
June 19, at Helix High School in San Diego. 

If Holtville loses on Thursday, June 17, the two 
teams will square off again in Holtville on Friday, 
June 18, with the winner of that game advancing to 
the championship contest. 

SOFTBALL

Vikings in Div. IV Title Game Saturday

Holtville High School sophomore Kamryn Walker 
approaches third base and is heading home during the 
Vikings’ 10-0 victory over Classical Academy of Escondido 
in the CIF-San Diego Section Division IV playoffs in Holtville 
on Wednesday, June 9. | CATHI PHILLIPS LARIOS PHOTO

STAFF REPORT

The Holtville American Youth 
Football organization is holding 
football and cheer registration 
from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. Thursday, 
June 17, and also from 6-8 p.m. 
Thursday, June, 24, at Corner-
stone Community Church Fel-
lowship Hall.

Registration is being accepted 
for players ages 5-7 for flag foot-
ball, ages 8-14 for tackle football 
and for cheerleaders ages 5-14.

The cost to register is $125 for 
flag football, $250 for tackle foot-
ball and $300 for cheerleaders. 
A $50 non-refundable deposit is 
due at registration. Parents need 
to bring a birth certificate and 
most recent report card for the 
child they are registering.

Those interested can call 442-
322-4046.

VOLLEYBALL CAMP 
SET FOR JUNE 28

The Holtville High School 
volleyball team is hosting its 

2021 Summer Volleyball Camp 
for players ages 5-14 beginning 
at 8:30 a.m. June 28 in the high 
school gym.

The camp is scheduled to run 
from 9 a.m. to noon June 28-30. 

Space is limited to the first 50 
participants to register and the 
cost is $50 per camper with each 
additional sibling from the same 
family $40. 

Each camper will receive a 
camp t-shirt and a drink and 
snack each day. A snack bar will 
be available if campers would 
like to purchase additional 
snacks or drinks. 

The camp is designed to teach 
the children the fundamentals of 
volleyball, such as passing, set-
ting, hitting, serving and block-
ing and is open to all skill levels. 
The camp is supervised by Holt-
ville High volleyball coaches, 
alumni and current players. 

Those interested can call 
Chelsey Strahm, Holtville High 
volleyball coach, at 760-562-
9485.

SPORTS BRIEFS

Youth Football, 
Cheer Signups Begin

See SOFTBALL, PAGE 8

7-6 Loss Eliminates 
Holtville from Playoffs
BY MURRAY ANDERSON
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

SANTEE — Holtville High’s baseball team bat-
tled back to win an elimination game but couldn’t 
do the same in the semifinals, falling to top-seed-
ed West Hills High of Santee, 7-6, in the CIF-San 
Diego Section Division IV playoffs here on Tues-
day, June 15.

The fifth-seeded Vikings rallied to beat Morse 
High of San Diego, 12-10, in an elimination game 
on Saturday, June 12, and reach the semifinals, 
but came up just short against West Hills. Holt-
ville had previously lost 18-0 to West Hills on Fri-
day, June 11, to be sent into the elimination game 
against Morse.

In the semifinal game on Tuesday, West Hills 
jumped out to a 6-0 lead after two innings, but 
the Vikings plated four runs in the third inning 
to draw close at 6-4. The Wolf Pack added a run 
in the bottom of the fourth to take a 7-4 lead but 
Holtville would rally for two runs in the sixth to 
make it 7-6 with two runners on base and one out. 

The Vikings (15-11 overall) would fail to get the 
big hit to tie the game in the sixth and went quiet-
ly in the final inning.

Senior Erik Garcia had a triple and three RBIs 
and freshman Bryce Buscaglia had a hit and two 
RBIs for the Vikings. Junior J.R. Garewal pitched 
a complete game for Holtville, allowing seven 
runs, just one earned run, walking one and strik-
ing out two.

BASEBALL

Vikings Fall in 
D-IV Semifinals

Holtville High 
School junior 
J.R. Garewal 
crosses home 
plate during the 
Vikings’ 11-4 
win over San 
Diego in the 
CIF-San Diego 
Section Division 
IV baseball 
play-in round on 
Tuesday, June 
8, in Holtville. | 
CATHI PHILLIPS 
LARIOS PHOTO

See BASEBALL, PAGE 8



PAGE 6 — Thursday, June 17, 2021 

Nearly $121,000 from the SB 
1 Road Maintenance Rehabilita-

tion Account is available for the 
city’s use during fiscal year 2021-
22. 

The first phase of the Ninth 
Street project involves the un-

dergrounding of the adjacent 
Pear Canal, which runs parallel 
to the north side of the street, 
at a cost of about $865,000, the 
resolution’s backup documents 

stated. 
Future plans call for the wid-

ening and resurfacing of Ninth 
Street between Olive Avenue 
and Melon Road, as well as the 
installation of a curb, gutter and 
sidewalk, the resolution stated.

“Right away, we’re not going to 
be able to do the curb, gutter and 
sidewalk,” City Manager Nick 
Wells told the council.

As part of a previously estab-
lished agreement, 75 percent of 
the canal’s undergrounding ex-
pense, or about $648,000, will be 
covered by the Imperial Irrigation 
District, with the city picking 
up the remaining 25 percent, or 
about $216,000. 

In response to a question posed 
by council member Murray An-
derson, Wells said that the city 
has the option to use some of the 
nearly $121,000 in SB 1 funds to 
help offset its $216,000 expendi-
ture on the canal’s underground-
ing, since the city will be doing 
the project’s road improvement 
design work.

Wells indicated the city’s res-
olution accepting the SB 1 funds 
provides the city with the discre-
tion to redirect the allocated SB 1 
funds to additional projects that 
meet SB 1 requirements.

He also stated that the city will 
likely have to apply for addition-
al federal Congestion Mitigation 
and Air Quality grant funds to 
fund the installation of a curb, 
gutter and sidewalk on the north 
side of Ninth Street between Ol-
ive and Melon.

The road improvement project 
is expected to be completed in 
August 2022, the resolution stat-
ed.

A resident engineering and 
construction management ser-
vices contract for the $338,000 
Cedar Avenue sidewalk improve-
ment project was also approved 
by the City Council on Monday, 

June 14.
The contract, not to exceed 

$55,000 was awarded to Imperi-
al-based Dynamic Consulting, 
which had done some of the proj-
ect’s preliminary work a few years 
back. 

“We felt like they have a little 
more knowledge of the project 
specifics,” Wells told the council.

A second contract bid was sub-
mitted by Yuma-based Nicklaus 
Engineering.

Though the winning bid was 
greater than the 10 percent that 
the state Department of Trans-
portation has set as the standard 
maximum that can be awarded 
for a project’s resident engineer-
ing and construction manage-
ment contract, Wells told the 
council that the city has not re-
ceived any similar bids that fell 
below the 10 percent threshold in 
the past five years.

“It really is tough when you’re 
saddled with a number that is 10 
percent and nobody will adhere 
to that,” Wells said.

The Cedar Avenue project will 
improve the east side of the road-
way between Fourth and Fifth 
streets, installing curb, gutter, 
sidewalk, driveways, and curb 
ramps, the resolution’s staff report 
stated.

The project is being funded by a 
$193,000 grant from CMAQ that 
requires an 11.4 percent match by 
the city, or about $23,000. An ad-
ditional $60,000 is being provid-
ed by the State-Local Partnership 
program, which requires a dol-
lar-for-dollar match by the city, 
the staff report stated. 

Both the CMAQ and SLPP 
grants are administered by Cal-
trans. The city will utilize Local 
Transportation Authority funds 
to match grant requirements and 
help supplement the cost of the 
project, the resolution’s staff re-
port stated.

NINTH ST.
From page 1

situations, there is a trust factor involved 
and not all are sure how that will play out.

“I went shopping yesterday and I was so 
relieved to see people mostly still wearing 
masks,” said Jean Glass, 38, of Holtville. “I 
have kids I can’t get vaccinated yet, so it’s a 
little nerve wracking to have to trust that 
people are honest on whether they were 
vaccinated or not.”

That has been a question throughout the 
run-up to Tuesday. It was no secret that 
some masking would be “required” of the 
public and the business sector, but how will 
that be enforced.

According to state Division of Occu-
pational Safety and Health’s emergency 
temporary standards, in an employment 
setting, everyone has to wear masks and 
practice social distancing regardless of 
vaccination status, Munday said. Those 
restrictions were set to be discussed at a 
meeting Thursday, June 17, to see whether 
they will be loosened. 

“It’s a little bit confusing now as they 
haven’t moved at the same pace, but we’re 
going to continue to share messaging and 
guidance to help people understand what 
is required and what the recommendations 
are,” he said. “And things are going to be a 
little bit different for businesses instead of 
just the regular public.” 

That’s easy for employees in a workplace 
setting, but how will members of the pub-
lic be held to account when entering those 
businesses?

Enforcement of regulations is going to be 
up to the individual businesses, according 
to Imperial County Public Health Director 
Janette Angulo.

Gyms are a good example of this, Angu-
lo said during an interview on Wednesday 
morning, June 16.

“A gym, the business itself, is subject to 
CalOSHA and (California Department of 
Public Health) guidance. So CDPH guid-
ance says … there's a couple of different 
ways that you can verify whether or not an 
individual has been vaccinated,” Angulo 
said. There’s a process “where the individu-
al self attests, so that you're in compliance 
prior to entry, or require proof of vaccina-
tion. …”

The central point is, the onus of respon-
sibility is on the business, and how they 
choose to operate is based on a set of op-
tions prescribed by the state.

In some places, like healthcare settings, 
long-term care facilities, public transit and 
correctional facilities, people are still re-
quired to wear masks regardless of vacci-
nation status, Dr. Munday said. However, 
he added that fully vaccinated individuals 
will no longer be required to wear masks in 
crowd settings, indoors or outside, to align 

more with U.S. Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention recommendations.

People are considered fully vaccinated 
two weeks after their final COVID-19 vac-
cination. For Pfizer or Moderna vaccines, 
it’s after the second dose, and for Johnson 
& Johnson, it’s after their single dose.

For those not vaccinated, masks will still 
be required in most indoor settings outside 
one’s home and in outdoor settings when 
someone cannot keep six feet distance 
from others. 

Masks are required for all at “mega 
events” — those drawing crowds of more 
than 5,000 people, Munday said.

Gov. Gavin Newsom rescinded the state’s 
stay-at-home order, ended capacity re-
strictions, and stopped the tier system for 
counties this week as well. 

“Good morning, California,” Newsom 
said in a Tuesday tweet. "It’s reopening day. 
We’ve administered over 40 million vac-
cines. Now … No more social distancing. 
No more capacity limits. No more colors or 
county tiers. And if you’re vaccinated — no 
more masks. It’s a good day."

Tuesday’s changes were not exclusive to 
the business sector or gatherings. Public 
health reporting saw changes as well. 

Tracking of COVID-19 cases will look 
different, Angulo said. The last update 
to the state’s metrics dashboard was June 
15, and the local Imperial County Public 
Health Department dashboard will start 
displaying case and positivity rates that are 
now updated weekly.

Angulo explained that the state doing 
away with the tiered system makes it un-
necessary to report adjusted data. What 
you see is all straight from the county 

numbers now.
According to the most recent data for 

May 30 through June 5, new cases per day 
per 100,000 people in Imperial County 
came in at 3.3, according to Angulo’s pre-
sentation to the Imperial County Board of 
Supervisors on June 15. The positivity rate 
was 2.4 percent. 

The county has also retired its vaccina-
tion dashboard, instead opting to utilize 
the state’s vaccination dashboard, she said. 
The state has an interactive map with vac-
cinations by zip code. A total of 68.1 per-
cent of Imperial County residents age 12 
and older have at least one dose of the vac-
cine, and 52.1 percent are fully vaccinated. 
By zip code, Calexico and Ocotillo are both 
above 70 percent fully vaccinated. 

Nearly all county of Imperial govern-
ment offices reopened for limited walk-up 
service starting on Tuesday. While several 
county offices have remained open during 
the pandemic, the expanded reopening is 
due to the rapid decrease of COVID-19 
cases and restrictions lifted throughout the 
state, according to a press release from the 
county.

Safety protocols will be required when 
visiting and all visitors, including those 
who are fully vaccinated, will be required 
to wear masks inside county facilities. Of-
fices will initially reopen with limited ca-
pacity and each department will maintain 
its own schedule. 

These plans are subject to change de-
pending on state guidelines and local 
health orders. The county will do its best 
to continue to keep the public informed of 
any changes.

It’s going to be a mix of attitudes moving 

forward, because Public Health officials ac-
knowledge that some people in this coun-
try and in the Valley were very resistant of 
any restrictions. 

Likewise, due to how hard-hit Impe-
rial County was by COVID-19, there is 
a certain amount of trepidation moving 
forward. Through the 15 months of the 
pandemic, some 738 people in Imperial 
County have died.

“No person can be prevented from wear-
ing a mask as a condition of participating 
in anything in any activity, any entry into 
business, etc. Bottom line is, we are still 
tracking cases, there's still transmission. 
The virus is still here with us, and we are 
still encouraging our community to take all 
those needed prevention measures, and to 
not let their guard down,” Angulo said on 
Wednesday.

“We are vigilant, we still have all those 
same programs in place as far as the Pub-
lic Health Department. So, we still have 
epidemiology running, we still have our 
education, our communication team go-
ing,” she said. “We still continue to prepare 
and plan for anything that may be coming 
down the line.”

And for some in the private sector, they, 
too, understand that the public might need 
an easy touch. 

“While at work, I’m in and out of people’s 
houses and will continue to wear a mask,” 
said Daniel Jones, owner of Jones Brothers 
Glass Co. in El Centro. “You never know 
what you’re getting into, or if the person 
you had contact with cares as much as you 
do about disinfecting and washing hands.”

Richard Montenegro Brown contributed 
reporting to this story.

REOPENING
From page 1

An unidentified man was still wearing his mask as he walked through a mostly empty Imperial Valley Mall in El Centro on Wednesday morning, June 16. 
Although California’s mask mandates and many other COVID-related restrictions were ended on Tuesday, June 15, there are still some regulations in place. 
| CAMILO GARCIA JR. PHOTO
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had, Tommi-Deane Jackson of 
Nashville, Tenn., who was born 
female. 

Poe’s former high school friend 
who agreed to speak to this news-
paper on the condition her name 
not be used said that it was likely 
Brammer had no idea what com-
pelled Poe Black. And from way 
back, Poe, when he was known as 
Oliver in Nashville, was an artsy 
youth who painted and had an 
Instagram account for his work as 
well as an online store to sell his 
paintings.

“Poe went to an arts-based high 
school and was a very talented vi-
sual artist. He loved to paint and 
draw, and he also liked restor-
ing things that he found at thrift 
stores,” his friend wrote.

“He went to the Slabs because 
he had always wanted to go out 
West, and he had a sort of ideal-
ized image in his head of the Slabs 
because he had always wanted to 
live off-grid. He just wanted to 
feel freedom,” she wrote.

Part of Poe’s activism could 
have precipitated the move as 
well, she said. Shortly before he 
left Nashville, he had more fully 
immersed himself in more pro-
gressive causes and had taken a 
larger step forward in his tran-
sition, having elective “top” sur-
gery, or the removal of his breasts, 
before leaving Tennessee.

“He was a strong activist, he 
was very involved in multiple 
Black Lives Matter protests and 
shed blood, sweat, and tears for 
the cause (in the most literal 
sense, this happened right before 
my eyes),” she wrote in the email. 
“He was also very involved in 
LGBTQ activism. When he began 
staying out in the Slabs, he had 
the goal of trying to help increase 
access to resources/supplies for 
trans people living in the Slabs.”

There does appear to be a sub-
stantial “queer, trans and non-bi-
nary” community that has banded 
together in an area known as Fla-
mingo Camp, which was where 
Poe Black was believed to have 
stayed. And a lot of the social life 
in the LGBTQ community there 
seemed to revolve around a place 
called the Handlebar, described as 
a tavern of sorts by Poe in a You-
Tube video but also described by 
others as “another queer friendly 
camp and community space.”

This community within a com-
munity is similar to Slab City in 
the respect that it is both roman-
tic and rough and tumble. At once 
described as a loving, inclusive 
place for those within the LGBTQ 
world, Poe himself reveals in a 
travelogue interview that it is also 
a place that is violent and a bit 
scary.

Rosa Diaz of the IV LGBT Re-
source Center has met some of 
the individuals who have dropped 
in at the center for resources or to 
take part in support groups. Al-
though, she said she did not know 
of Poe Black or his story other 
than what the Sheriff ’s Office had 
made public.

Life Back in Nashville
NASHVILLE — Brammer sent 

along some photos of a candle-
light vigil held for Poe at the base 
of a huge tree in Nashville’s Cen-

tennial Park on May 27, not far 
from the Parthenon that is the fo-
cal point of the public space.

She attended the vigil at the 
invitation of Poe’s former best 
friend, who organized the event.

“It was very nice. And they did 
a wonderful job setting up and 
making things so pretty … It was 
really nice,” Brammer said. “By 
the time I got there, there was 
still at least 10 people there. And 
I heard that there were even more 
there before I arrived. So, it was a 
very good time.”

Brammer acknowledged that 
she was not a big part of Poe’s life 
as a man, but it doesn’t bother 
her. She has no issue with it, just 
no firm connection to it. Whether 
it’s the little girl she used to dress 
up in ribbons despite them being 
about 20 years apart in age, or the 
slight trans man with the close-
cropped hair, love is love.

“I don’t care about that. That’s 
neither here nor there,” Bram-
mer said. “I just didn’t meet her 
(as that person). I didn’t meet the 
person that people say that she 
became.”

Poe’s best friend said he seemed 
at peace the last time they spoke 
in mid-April. It was a good con-
versation, and she said Poe tried 
to call her a few weeks later, but 
they missed each other. He would 
have presumably been killed over 
the course of the next few days.

“We had a conversation about 
what was going on in our lives, 
and he seemed to be having a 
good time. He had plans. May 

1st, he called me, and I missed the 
call. However, he called two other 
people and told both of them that 
he was getting ready to go home,” 
she emailed. “I assume that is 
what he had wanted to tell me. 
I couldn’t get him to answer me 
back after that.”

Poe did not have an easy life, 
his friend said, adding that Poe’s 
relationship with his immediate 
family was complicated and filled 
with tragedy. Brammer was less 
kind about how she put it, reg-
ularly referring to Poe’s mom as 
abusive, and mentally unstable.

Both agreed that the present 
life situation of Poe Black’s moth-
er does not allow her to advocate 
on her son’s behalf.

Some of the familial strife was 
alluded to in postings on Poe’s so-
cial media pages from June 2020. 

Around the same time he was 
ready to get his elective top sur-
gery, he also told people he had 
left his home to flee abusive fami-
ly members.

Said Poe’s friend: “There was 
a variety of reasons he left Nash-
ville. His relationship with his 
family was fairly bad, but his re-
lationship with his mom had ac-
tually begun to improve. He told 
me this firsthand in November, 
and I also heard it recently from 
his mother. He had a traumatic 
upbringing and he only wanted to 
heal from that.”

The friend has been the support 
system for Poe’s mom through 
this, Brammer said. One of Poe’s 
older brothers, Aubrey, was the 
victim of a murder in 2011, and 
Poe’s father was killed in a car 
accident in 1999, before Poe was 
born. Brammer said Poe’s surviv-
ing brother is addicted to drugs.

Poe consistently posted about 
the chronic pain he lived with 
and about his learning disabili-
ties. The friend was asked about 
that as well.

“He told me he was recently 
diagnosed as autistic, and we had 
both had many conversations 
about being neuro-divergent,” she 
wrote, referring to the term that is 
sometimes a catch-all for Autism 
Spectrum Disorder, ADHD, and 
other cognitive learning disabil-
ities. “There was suspicion that 
he had Ehlers-Danlos Syndrome, 
and he used to miss lots of school 

towards the end of his time in 
high school due to chronic pain. 
Besides this, we don’t know why 
else it was happening to him.”

Ehlers-Danlos Syndrome is a 
condition that affects the body’s 
connective tissue, and Poe on sev-
eral occasions posted about suf-
fering from chronic dislocations 
of the hips.

For the high school friend, she 
said Poe’s death has hit her hard.

“We were best friends for years; 
he told me so much about his life 
and he was so caring and loving 
for me. He helped me to be a 
better person, because he never 
judged me when I messed up,” she 
said. “He was also really generous 
and thoughtful. I miss him terri-
bly. His mother is very distraught 
along with his only living brother. 
… He also has several extended 
family members who miss him 
terribly.”

Brammer’s sadness is still like a 
raw nerve; for her, it’s anger, and 
it needs an outlet. She is hoping 
to find that at the vigil for Marilyn 
Cazares, and by making her own 
trip to the Slabs.

“Tommi was a young, beautiful 
soul. And he was taken in a terri-
ble way, in such a way that should 
never happen to anyone’s child. 
And there should be justice, and 
it should be swift,” she said. “This 
should never happen to anyone, 
especially someone so young, 
such a beautiful soul that had her 
whole life ahead of her.”

ANNOUNCEMENT
 

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, 
the most advanced 

debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule 

a FREE LeafFilter 
estimate today. 15% 
off Entire Purchase. 

10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-855-

424-7581 
 

Become a Published 
Author. We want 

to Read Your 
Book! Dorrance 

Publishing-Trusted by 
Authors Since 1920 

Book manuscript 
submissions currently 

being reviewed. 
Comprehensive 

Services: Consultation, 
Production, Promotion 
and Distribution. Call 
for Your Free Author`s 

Guide 1-877-538-
9554 or visit http://

dorranceinfo.com/Cali
 

Water Damage to Your 
Home?  Call for a quote 
for professional cleanup 

& maintain the value 
of your home!  Set an 

appt. today! Call 1-855-
401-7069

 
AUTOS WANTED

 
WANTED! Old Porsche 

356/911/912 for 
restoration by hobbyist 
1948-1973 Only. Any 
condition, top $ paid! 

PLEASE LEAVE 
MESSAGE  

1-707-339-5994. Email: 
porscherestoration@

yahoo.com 
 

DONATE YOUR 
CAR OR TRUCK 

TO HERITAGE FOR 
THE BLIND. Free 3 
Day Vacation, Tax 
Deductible, Free 

Towing, All Paperwork 
Taken Care Of. CALL 

1-877-573-9104. 
 

DONATE YOUR CAR, 
BOAT OR RV to receive 
a major tax deduction. 
Help homeless pets. 

Local, IRS Recognized. 
Top Value Guaranteed. 

Free Estimate and 
Pickup.   

LAPETSALIVE.ORG 
1-833-772-2632 

 
DONATE YOUR CAR 
TO KIDS  Fast Free 

Pickup – Running or Not 
- 24 Hour Response - 

Maximum Tax Donation 
– Help Find Missing 

Kids! Call 1-888-491-
1453.

 
CABLE/INTERNET/

SATELLITE TV
 

AT&T Internet. Starting 
at $40/month w/12-mo 
agmt. Includes 1 TB of 
data per month. Get 
More For Your High-

Speed Internet Thing. 
Ask us how to bundle 
and SAVE! Geo & svc 
restrictions apply. Call 
us today 1-855-397-

7909. 
 

DIRECTV NOW. No 
Satellite Needed. $40/
month. 65  Channels. 

Stream Breaking News, 
Live Events, Sports & 
On Demand Titles. No 
Annual Contract. No 
Commitment. CALL 

1-855-404-2509

DIRECTV - Watch your 
favorite live sports, 

news and entertainment 
anywhere. More top 
premium channels 

than DISH. Restrictions 
apply. Call IVS - 1-888-

641-5762.
 

FINANCIAL SERVICES
 

Over $10K in Debt? Be 
debt free in 24 to 48 

months. No upfront fees 
to enroll. A+ BBB rated. 
Call National Debt Relief 

1-888-508-6305. 
 

Applying for Social 
Security Disability or 
Appealing a Denied 

Claim? Call Bill Gordon 
& Assoc. Our case 

managers simplify the 
process & work hard 

to help with your case.  
Call 1-844-998-1460 
FREE Consultation. 

Local Attorneys 
Nationwide [Mail: 2420 
N St NW, Washington 

DC. Office: Broward Co. 
FL (TX/NM Bar.)]

 
INSURANCE

 
SAVE BIG on HOME 

INSURANCE! Compare 
20 A-rated insurances 

companies. Get a quote 
within minutes. Average 
savings of $444/year! 
Call 1-844-410-9609! 

(M-F 8am-8pm Central) 
 

MEDICAL/HEALTH
 

ATTENTION 
DIABETICS! Save 

money on your diabetic 
supplies! Convenient 

home shipping for 
monitors, test strips, 

insulin pumps, catheters 
and more! To learn 

more, call now!  
1-855-702-3408

 
Lowest Prices on Health 

Insurance. We have 
the best rates from top 
companies! Call Now! 

1-888-989-4807
 

REAL ESTATE/LOANS
 

RETIRED COUPLE  
$1 MIL for business 

purpose Real 
Estate loans. Credit 
unimportant. V.I.P. 

Trust Deed Company 
www.viploan.com 

Call 1-818-248-0000 
Broker-principal 

DRE 01041073. No 
Consumer Loans. 

 
TAX SERVICES

 
ARE YOU BEHIND 
$10k OR MORE ON 
YOUR TAXES? Stop 
wage & bank levies, 
liens & audits, unfiled 

tax returns, payroll 
issues, & resolve tax 

debt FAST. Call 1-855-
970-2032.

 
WANT TO BUY

 
FREON WANTED: We 
pay $$$ for cylinders 
and cans. R12 R500 

R11 R113 R114. 
Convenient. Certified 
Professionals. Call 

312-291-9169 or visit 
RefrigerantFinders.com

 
THIS SPACE  

CAN BE YOURS!  
CALL 1-916-288-6011 

or email cecelia@cnpa.
com 

CLASSIFIED ADS

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.: 21-365
The following person is con-
ducting
business as:
Cuchi’s Holtville Raspados
574 Holt Ave.
Holtville, CA 92250
County of Imperial
Mailing Address:
821 Holt Ave.
Holtville, CA 92250
Full Name of Registrant:
Rita C Munoz De Torrez
821 Holt Ave.
Holtville, CA 92250
This business is conducted by: 
An
Individual Registrant com-
menced to transact business 
under the Fictitious Business 
Name(s) listed above on:
May 7, 2021.
I, Declare that all of the infor-

mation
in this statement is true and
correct.
Signature: Rita C Munoz De
Torrez, Owner The filing of this 
statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this State 
or a Fictitious Business Name 
in Violation of the Rights of an-
other under Federal, State or 
Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial  
County
Clerk on: May 10, 2021.
A new statement must be filed 
prior to the expiration date. 
This statement expires on: 
May 09, 2026.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder Victoria Camarillo, 
Deputy Clerk
Legal 9040
Publish: May 27, June 3, 10, 
17,
2021

LEGAL NOTICE

The artists’ enclave known as East Jesus, which is at the north edge of Slab City a few hundred yards west of the Coachella Canal is shown. The body of transgender male 
stabbing victim, Poe Black, was found about 1.1 miles north of that area around Siphon 9 of the canal. | CAMILO GARCIA JR. PHOTO

A candlelight vigil at the base of a tree in Nashville’s Centennial Park attended 
by family and friends of 21-year-old Poe Delwyn Black was held on May 27. | 
PHOTO COURTESY OF LORI BRAMMER

POE BLACK
From page 1
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In the elimination game against 
Morse on Saturday, June 12, the 
Vikings rallied from an 8-6 deficit 
to pull out a 12-10 win. 

It was a six-run, bottom of the 
fifth inning that propelled Holt-
ville past the ninth-seeded Tigers. 
Morse rallied from a 6-0 deficit 
to take an 8-6 lead before the Vi-
kings batted 11 people and plated 
six runs in the fifth.

Junior Rafa Espinoza started 
the rally with a single, followed by 
a walk to freshman John Cham-
bers. Sophomore Nick Pacheco 
bunted the runners to second and 
third to set up a big two-RBI tri-
ple from Buscaglia to tie the game 
8-8. 

Junior Donovan Johnston got 
an RBI fielder’s choice in the in-
ning, followed by an RBI-double 
from senior Norbert Irungaray 
and a two-RBI single from Gare-
wal.

“Energy and emotion, that’s 
what these guys have to play with 
every inning of every game,” said 
Benny Carter, Holtville’s third-
year head coach. “We started well 
but then we let Morse dictate the 
energy level over the next few in-
nings.”

Started well indeed, as John-
ston led off the game with a bunt 
single, followed by Garcia getting 
aboard by hit-batter. Then Irun-
garay flexed his muscle with a 
three-run homer over the right-
field fence for a quick 3-0 advan-
tage. 

The Vikings would tack on 
three more runs in the inning to 
build a 6-0 lead before the Tigers 
roared back with eight unan-
swered runs over the next four 
innings to take an 8-6 advantage.

Senior Arturo Lazos started on 
the mound for Holtville but didn’t 
make it out of the third inning be-
fore Carter went with sophomore 
Raul Sierra. Lazos uses mostly 
off-speed pitches to keep the op-
position off balance, while Sier-
ra features a strong fastball and 

good off-speed stuff.
“With it being an elimination 

game, the plan all along was to 
go with Turi (Lazos) for a few in-
nings and then change things up 
with Raul (Sierra) and his mix of 
pitches,” Carter said. 

Sierra was able to work out of 
jams in the sixth and seventh in-
nings without much damage, in-
cluding a bases-loaded situation 
with one out in the last inning. 
He struck out the first batter he 
faced with the bases loaded, then 
gave up an RBI single before get-
ting the final out to ground out to 
shortstop.

“I was just trying to do my job 
and get outs,” Sierra said. “My off-
speed stuff wasn’t working that 
well so I was sticking with mostly 
fastball. When that final out was 
hit to Erik (shortstop) I got a little 
excited.”

After defeating 12th-seeded 
San Diego High, 11-4, in a play-
in game on Tuesday, June 8, the 
Vikings went to fourth-seeded 
Mission Bay on Wednesday, June 
9, and won 8-2 to move into the 
first showdown with West Hills 
on Friday, June 11.

BASEBALL
From page 5

In their first playoff game 
on Wednesday, June 9, sopho-
more Kalli Strahm got the com-
plete-game shutout victory on 
the mound. She got plenty of of-
fensive support, especially from 
sophomores Kamryn Walker and 
Sofie Irungaray.

Walker had two hits, including 
a triple and home run, drove in 
four runs and scored once. Irun-
garay delivered a bases-loaded 
double for three RBIs. Freshman 
Kaitlyn Havens had three hits and 
scored twice and Strahm had two 
hits and scored three runs to help 
her own cause.

Against La Jolla on Thursday, 
June 10, the Holtville offense 
didn’t slow down, collecting 13 
runs on 13 hits behind the pitch-

ing of senior Zamara Gutierrez. 
Sophomore Demi Johnston had 
three hits, scored three times and 
drove in a run to pace the Vi-
kings. Walker, Strahm and Guti-
errez all had two hits with Walker 
scoring three runs and driving in 
two as Strahm finished with two 
RBIs and one run scored. 

IVL champion Brawley Union 
High is still alive in the Division I 
playoffs and will host an elimina-
tion game at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, 
June 15, against seventh-seed-
ed Ramona. If the sixth-seed-
ed Wildcats win they will move 
into the semifinals against sec-
ond-ranked San Marcos, set for 
3:30 p.m. on Wednesday, June 16. 

San Marcos edged Brawley, 6-2, 
in a winner’s bracket contest on 
Thursday, June 10, to push the 
Wildcats into the elimination 
bracket. 

SOFTBALL
From page 5

Holtville High School senior first baseman Emily Zarate makes the out at 
first during the Vikings’ 10-0 win over Classical Academy of Escondido on 
Wednesday, June 9. The Vikings will host a CIF-San Diego Section Division 
IV semifinal game on Thursday, June 17. | CATHI PHILLIPS LARIOS PHOTO

Holtville High School sophomore 
Raul Sierra is safe at first during 
the Vikings’ CIF-San Diego Section 
Division IV play-in game against San 
Diego High School on Tuesday, June 8, 
in Holtville. The Vikings won the game 
11-4 and are now in the semifinals 
against West Hills of Santee. | CATHI 
PHILLIPS LARIOS PHOTO
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