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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

BY JULIO MORALES
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — Twelve people from three sepa-
rate households were displaced and five firefighters 
sustained minor injuries in a second-alarm brush 
fire on East Underwood Road in the far eastern part 
of Holtville on Sunday afternoon, June 27.

Two neighboring homes and a recreational vehi-
cle were destroyed around 5:35 p.m. in the 1800 and 
1900 blocks of East Underwood, Holtville Fire Chief 
Alex Silva reported on Monday morning, June 28.

One Holtville firefighter sustained a minor burn, 
while two other agency firefighters suffered heat ex-
haustion and another two sustained strained shoul-
ders, Silva said. All of the department’s personnel 
were treated and have recovered or are recovering, 
he added.

Holtville-based Brewery, 
Chamber of Commerce 
Host Welcome Back Event
BY MARCIE LANDEROS
FOR THE HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — Tucked away down a small street in 
Holtville, Humble Farmer Brewing Co. invited friends and 
family to a lowkey reopening of its taproom on Walnut Av-
enue, its original location where the magic happens. 

On Thursday evening, June 24, the Holtville Chamber 
of Commerce assisted in making an event of it, with a rib-
bon-cutting to celebrate being able to serve customers at 
full capacity following the lifting of most pandemic restric-
tions in California after June 15. 

As guests sipped pints of craft beer brewed on the prem-
ises and noshed on sandwiches and wings, the importance 

BUSINESS

Humble Farmer Humbly Reopens

A crowd gathers inside the Humble Farmer Brewing Co.'s taproom 
in Holtville to celebrate its grand reopening on Thursday, June 24.  
| MARCIE LANDEROS PHOTO

Holtville Brush  
Fire Displaces 12, 
Hurts 5 Firefighters
E. Underwood Road Neighborhood 
Sees Heavy Fire Damage Sunday

Three Imperial County firefighters providing assistance to Holt-
ville crews on Sunday, June 27, rest during the high heat as a 
second-alarm brush fire destroyed two homes and displaced 12 
people. | CATHI PHILLIPS LARIOS PHOTO

See BRUSH FIRE, PAGE 6See BREWERY, PAGE 3

BY JULIO MORALES
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — As part of its ministry, the Calexi-
co United Methodist Church has been assisting asylum 
seekers that have been released into Imperial County 
by federal immigration officials over the past few years.

The effort initially started with the arrival of the car-
avans of Central American immigrants that crowded 
the United States-Mexico border in late 2017, Pastor 
Baldwin Avendano said.

When occasioned, the church would provide over-
night hotel lodging and a bus ticket to a few individu-
als released from custody and in the process of uniting 
with family or sponsors in the U.S.

More often, because of limited funding, the church’s 
assistance would be restricted to a warm meal, blankets, 
clothing, some personal hygiene items, and a travel kit.   

And though that humanitarian assistance had slowed 

following the recent conversion of two Valley hotels 
into temporary housing for asylum seekers, Avendano 
said church officials are anticipating an increase in the 
number of locally released migrants and are making 
plans to better accommodate them.

A large part of that plan includes the refurbishment 
of the closed United Methodist Church of Holtville to 
provide temporary housing and wraparound services 
for the migrants as they make travel arrangements for 
their final destinations.

“This is going to be a big plus for people who have to 
stay in the county,” Avendano said on Tuesday, June 29. 
“If we want to cover 10 (asylum seekers) on a weekly 
basis, the shelter is going to be essential for that.”

Though the expanded humanitarian effort is viewed 
by the United Methodist Church denomination as an 
extension of its legacy of service in the Valley, it is not 
without its detractors. 

Former Holtville Church 
to House Asylum Seekers

LOCAL

The closed United Methodist Church, located at 217 W. Seventh St., in Holtville will be reopened by the South District Union of the Califor-
nia-Pacific Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church as a welcome center for asylum seekers to the consternation of city officials 
and former local church members. The opening date is not yet known. | CATHI PHILLIPS LARIOS PHOTO

See CHURCH, PAGE 2

LOCAL

During City Council Meeting, 
Fire Chief Said Propane Tanks, 
Other Items at Underwood Site 
Indicated Illegal Activity
BY MARCIE LANDEROS
FOR THE HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — Although any hard evidence was 
lost to flames, city officials suspect a brush fire that 
destroyed two homes just east of Holtville had signs 
of an illicit drug lab, they said during the City Coun-
cil meeting on Monday night, June 28.

Twenty-four hours earlier, five firefighters sus-
tained minor injuries, a dozen residents across three 
homes were displaced, and several outside agencies 
joined in the second-alarm blaze that Holtville Fire 

Officials Openly 
Discuss Drug Lab as 
Possible Fire Cause

The aftermath of a fire that started in the 1800 block of East Un-
derwood Road just outside Holtville is shown on Tuesday, June 29. 
| MARCIE LANDEROS PHOTO

See DRUG LAB, PAGE ?
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Already, a pair of Holtville city 
officials have expressed some con-
cerns that the initiative may not 
be as universally welcomed in the 
small rural community as UMC 
officials are expecting it to be. 

And a former member of the 
shuttered Holtville church ques-
tioned the reasoning and intent of 
the UMC officials and their sup-
porting partners from outside the 
county who are spearheading the 
effort.

“Justice for our Neighbors”
The plan to refurbish the closed 

Methodist church was prompted 
by a confluence of events that Rev. 
Paige Eaves, of the UMC of La 
Mirada, said warranted a human-
itarian response.

Those events included the re-
cent announcement by President 
Joe Biden that immigrants who 
were forced to reside in Mexico 
under a Trump administration 
policy and who had their asylum 
application previously denied for 
failing to appear in court can now 
reapply.

Similarly, the announcement in 
March by the U.S. Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency that 
it was allocating $110 million to 
fund nonprofits and public agen-
cies’ efforts to assist migrants at 
the Southwest border was viewed 
by the UMC and its partners as an 
opportunity to expand their ser-
vices.

“In our work we look for Holy 

spiritual openings,” Eaves said in 
a telephone interview Monday, 
June 28.

The closed Methodist church, 
located at 217 W. Seventh St., 
reverted to the possession of the 
South District Union of the Cal-
ifornia-Pacific Annual Confer-
ence of the United Methodist 
Church in March, following the 
settlement of a county Superior 
Court lawsuit that alleged the for-
mer congregation had not done 
enough to minister to its local 
Hispanic population.

Initially, the South District did 
not have immediate plans for the 
church property. But with plans 
for a welcome center underway, 
new plumbing, toilets as well as 
laundry facilities are to be in-
stalled. 

The planned refurbishment 
also prompted Eaves, assistant 
district director for the South 
District, to reach out to Holtville 
City Manager Nick Wells to en-
sure the proper zoning permits 

were in place to allow the facility 
to be used as intended.  

Eaves said she also asked Wells 
about whether the tight-knit 
community would more likely 
support or oppose the planned 
humanitarian initiative. 

“I told her there was immi-
grants being housed at the (Bar-
bara Worth) Country Club and 
some of the residents were a little 
uncomfortable with that,” Wells 
said on Friday, June 25.

Wells also confirmed that the 
church’s zoning permit legally 
allows the private property to be 
used as proposed.

“It’s something that a church is 
by right able to do as long as it’s 
for temporary and not long-term 
housing,” he said.

Organizers of the humanitari-
an effort intend to work with the 
community so that its planned 
activities do not cause any back-
lash. Toward that effort, they plan 
to host an onsite information ses-
sion in the near future to advise 

the public of their plans and to 
receive feedback.

“We really want Holtville and 
Imperial Valley to see this as an 
effort to help people get where 
they are going,” Eaves said. “We’re 
not trying to go rogue on this. 
We’re trying to be partners.”

The proposed venture will be 
the first such foray for the South 
District in Imperial County. It 
undertook similar efforts in the 
San Diego area in 2016, when it 
assisted thousands of Haitian im-
migrants who had sought refuge 
and asylum in the U.S.

As then, the local effort will be 
led by none other than the “Bish-
op of beds,” Rev. William Jenkins, 
executive director of Christ Unit-
ed Methodist Ministry Center of 
San Diego, and founder of the 
Safe Harbors Network, a non-
profit dedicated to finding beds 
for refugees and asylum seekers.

“We probably have helped 
10,000 refugees, immigrants and 
asylum seekers in the past 20 
years,” Jenkins said in a phone in-
terview on Monday, June 28. “We 
try to meet all of their needs and 
try to not let this be a burden on 
the community.”

To become operational, the 
welcome center will require the 
hiring of additional personnel 
who can be scheduled to remain 
onsite at all hours, as well as the 
likely enlistment of volunteers. 
Though the migrants are expected 
to be prescreened for COVID-19, 
the Safe Harbors Network has 
partnered with two free clinics 
who can offer their medical ser-
vices if needed, Jenkins said.  

Organizers of the initiative 
have yet to secure any FEMA 
funding, nor are they assured it 
will be approved. Nonetheless, 
stakeholders intend to continue 
to move forward with the ini-
tiative whether funding is made 
available or not, Jenkins said. The 

humanitarian effort is tentatively 
scheduled to operate for about six 
months. It was not clear when it 
may get underway.

“At the end of the six months 
we’ll evaluate, and we might ex-
tend it if it has met our objec-
tives,” he said.

Nor should community mem-
bers worry that the individuals 
to be housed at the proposed 
welcome center have entered the 
country illegally. Nearly all are 
expected to be asylum seekers. 

Nor are they likely to leave 
the premises discreetly and pre-
maturely. Past experiences have 
demonstrated that the migrants 
have worked too hard to arrive at 
such a point to “mess things up” 
and miss their day in immigra-
tion court, Jenkins said.

The humanitarian assistance is 
in keeping with UMC’s mission 
to provide respite for migrants 
during their asylum application 
process, as part of a longstand-
ing initiative known as “Justice 
for our Neighbors.” Aside from 
assisting the migrants, the en-
deavor also helps keeps commu-
nities safe by providing otherwise 
unhoused immigrants who have 
been released from custody with 
temporary shelter.

“As a Christian organization, 
that’s very important to us,” Jen-
kins said.

Justice for our neighbors?
The fact that the endeavor is 

being proposed by UMC officials 
from outside Holtville presents 
concerns for Mayor Mike Good-
sell.

“My personal position is that 
the corporate offices of the Meth-
odist organization shouldn’t be 
pushing forward with this in our 
community,” Goodsell said in a 
written statement on Tuesday, 
June 29. “It may seem virtuous to 
the distant folks in Orange Coun-
ty as they consider what to do 
with this newly acquired prop-
erty, but my experience, here in 
Holtville, tells me that it will have 
a negative impact on our city.”

The City Council was also 
made aware of residents’ similar 
concerns about the temporary 
housing of immigrants at the Ra-
mada by Wyndham Hotel at the 
Barbara Worth Country Club. 
But in that case, the council was 
limited in its response since the 
country club is within the coun-
ty’s jurisdiction, Goodsell said. 

In his estimation, the existing 
Imperial Regional Detention Fa-
cility would be a better place to 
house the migrants in question. 
Nor should stakeholders at any 
level be making it easier for im-
migrants to find temporary hous-
ing during the asylum application 
process, he said. Such actions 
send the wrong message.

“I believe it is a mistake to en-
tice people to take such desperate 
action to come to our country,” 
Goodsell stated.

The irony of the UMC’s plan to 
convert the closed church in or-
der to expand humanitarian ser-
vices was not lost on Don Brock, 
a former longtime member of the 
now shuttered United Methodist 
Church of Holtville.

Members of the closed church, 
who have since regrouped and 
established the First Church of 
Holtville, were using the facility 
for just that purpose. 

After the property reverted to 
the possession of the South Dis-
trict, the displaced congregation 
had to scramble to find anoth-
er venue where it could host its 
monthly food distribution events 
for the less-fortunate. About 300 
people have been assisted on a 
monthly basis as part of that en-
deavor, which the First Church of 
Holtville has continued to host at 
an alternate site. 

“I thought they were already 
doing the Lord’s work and con-
tinuing to do the Lord’s work in 
several different ways,” Brock said 
on Tuesday, June 29, referring to 
the displaced congregation. “But 
obviously the folks in San Di-
ego have other ideas about how 
things should be run in Impe-
rial County, which I find a little 
strange.”
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BREWERY
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Kami Huddleston, manager of the Humbler Farmer Brewing Co. taproom in Holtville, 
checks out a guest during the taproom’s grand-reopening event on Thursday, June 24. | 
MARCIE LANDEROS PHOTO

The center courtyard area between the main closed United Methodist 
Church, located at 217 W. Seventh St., in Holtville and a church hall is shown.  
| CATHI PHILLIPS LARIOS PHOTO
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LOCAL NEWS

Semana del 28 de junio
Split Thought Pensamiento Dividido ): Los Medi-

os no son el Enemigo, es la Solución
(Originalmente transmitido en noviembre 2019)

Rico Rivera. Fundador, Split Thought

Los jóvenes están sujetos a una cantidad cada vez mayor 
de medios, desde las redes sociales hasta los teléfonos que 

actúan como televisores, el mundo de los medios a veces 
se describen como un nuevo y valiente peligro mundial, que 

contribuyen a la ansiedad y el estrés. Rico Rivera, el pionero de 
Split Thought Videos y Podcasting , encuentra apoyo y curación 

para la salud mental al usar los medios de comunicación y 
todas sus formas para crear la autoexpresión, exponiendo su 

verdad al mundo den los medios.

GILGAR | JUNE 22, 2021

Con Dalia Pesqueira 

Veteran Vet Calls It A Career

GILGAR

(422) 265-1525

Week of June 28
Split Thought: Media Isn’t The Enemy,

 It’s The Solution
(Originally aired on November 2019)

Rico Rivera, Founder, Split Thought

Youth are subject to ever increasing amounts of media, from 
social media to phones that act as televisions, the world of 

media is sometimes described as a brave new world hazard, 
contributing to anxiety and stress. Rico Rivera, the pioneer 
of Split Thought Videos and Podcasting finds mental health 
support and healing in using the media and all of its forms 

to create self expression, putting his truth out into the world 
of media.

LAW OFFICE OF KEN BAKER
Attorney at Law

Evictions • Probates • Bankruptcy
1615 Suite A, West Main Street

El Centro, CA 92243
Kenbakerattorney@gmail.com

kenbakerattorney.com

City of Holtville
PUBLIC NOTICE

Annual CPI Trash Rate Adjustment
Effective July 1, 2021

Notice is hereby given that the agreement between the City of
Holtville and CR&R, Inc. (Section 9, Annual Rate Adjustment)
states rates are subject to an annual adjustment based on the
Consumer Price Index published by the Bureau of Labor Statistics of
the United States Department of Labor and changes in cost for pro-
cessing and state regulatory mandates.

A copy of the agreement and related documents are available for
public review at City Hall. If additional information is required,
please call the Finance Department at 760-356-2912.

Legal 9041
Publish: June 3, 24, 2021

of the smallish gathering was not 
lost on those in attendance nor 
on the proprietors of the brew-
house.

“We had to close down the tap-
room completely,” said co-owner 
Eric Strahm, one of five partners 
in the business. “Luckily, our Im-
perial location has a kitchen, so 
we were able to stay open there 
and sell food and cans to go. 

“Almost all of the staff had to 
go on and off work. Thankfully, 
we have almost everyone back 
now,” Strahm said.

The Holtville site is where the 
beer is brewed and serves no 
food, only the brew. The cans and 
kegs are shipped to the brewery’s 
pub-style location in the heart of 
downtown Imperial.

Kami Huddleston, manager of 
the taproom, echoed Eric’s feel-
ings. She, like many most of the 
staff at Humble Farmer, had to go 
off work while the taproom was 
closed. 

“We were down to only one 
cook,” Kami said. “But we are 
back now. I love being back at 
work. I have my regulars that I 
get to see and visit with. I love 
my job, but it’s the people that are 
really important. And the beer.”

The locals who congregated 
for the reopening were happy 
to see Humble Farmer Brewing 
Co.’s taproom back in action.

“It really represents our com-
munity and is made from organ-
ically grown ingredients from 
local farms,” Holtville resident 
Chase Schaffner explained. “And 
it’s really tasty, too.” 

Kylee Ruddell, another Holt-
ville resident, excitedly shared 
how she felt about the reopening.

“It’s a great place. It’s great to 
have another place besides the 
Donut Shop to be able to go to 
drink and to socialize,” she said.

 “I really love it, it’s awesome,” 
George Gomez said as he sipped 

on his amber-colored beer. 
“There’s not a lot to do in Holt-
ville, so having some things to do 
like this means a lot. We can go 
here instead of going all the way 
into El Centro. 

“I’m glad something like this is 
open in our town,” Gomez add-
ed.

Strahm said he and his part-
ners put tremendous effort to get 
the brewery started, spending a 
year planning the opening. He 
said they were not about to give 
up because of a pandemic. In or-
der to survive COVID, Strahm 
said the company adapted its way 
of doing business.

“We started making half 
batches because we couldn’t sell 
a whole batch before it went bad. 
We had a few places like Inferno 
(in Brawley), who kept us on tap, 
and that helped,” Eric said. “We 
also began canning way more 
than we had been previously, 
so we could continue to sell our 
beer to go. We also got the grants 
the county were offering and 
some of that paycheck protection 
money to keep us afloat.”

Humble Farmer Brewing Co. 
was not the only Holtville busi-
ness to struggle. Rosie Alle-
granza, executive manager for 
the chamber, said things had to 
change for a lot of businesses and 
for the chamber itself.

“COVID was hard on Holtville. 
There are several restaurants that 
still haven’t opened back up, and 
we’re not sure if they’re going to. 
The chamber itself was unable to 
hold the Carrot Festival last year, 
which is 40 percent of our annual 
revenue,” Rosie said. “See, that’s 
why the ribbon-cutting is so im-
portant, to tell people that not 
only is Humble Farmer still here 
and open, but so is the chamber.”

The Humble Farmer Brewing 
Co. taproom is located at 438 
Walnut Ave., Holtville.

The Humble Farmer Brewing 
Co. pub-style eatery is located at 
116 S. Imperial Ave., Imperial.

BREWERY
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Kami Huddleston, manager of the Humbler Farmer Brewing Co. taproom in Holtville, 
checks out a guest during the taproom’s grand-reopening event on Thursday, June 24. | 
MARCIE LANDEROS PHOTO

Witnesses Say ICSO Vehicle 
Ran Stop Sign; Seeley Man  
On Breathing Tube
BY RICHARD 
MONTENEGRO BROWN 
AND CAMILO GARCIA JR.
CALEXICO CHRONICLE

IMPERIAL — A collision that took the life of 
a young deputy and left two men recovering in a 
Palm Springs hospital appears to have been the re-
sult of the deputy driving through a posted stop 
sign at a high rate of speed and into the path of the 
pickup packed with an agricultural crew returning 
from work Saturday evening, June 26.

Several witnesses to the collision as well as those 
close to occupants of the pickup that struck the 
deputy’s cruiser laid out the chain of events, but 
details into the collision itself had not come from 

any official sources as of Monday, June 28.
The Imperial County Sheriff ’s Office issued its 

first press release regarding the wreck that killed 
25-year-old Deputy Anthony Redondo, reportedly 
of Imperial, on Monday, but the details contained 
within were not about the collision investigation.

Rather, the Sheriff ’s Office stated that Redondo 
was responding to a “mental health call within the 
area of Seeley” reported around 7:15 p.m. The col-
lision occurred while Redondo was en route.

Chief Deputy Robert Benavidez stated that any 
traffic collision information would come from 
Highway Patrol, but the information from the 
Highway Patrol did not shed any additional light 
on the collision, and the local CHP press release 
made no mention of which vehicle collided with 
the other.

But the Highway Patrol did confirm that the 
agency’s specialized Multidisciplinary Accident 
Investigation Team from the San Diego-area Bor-
der Division was investigating the crash, CHP 

Crash Kills Deputy; 
Work Crew of 6 Hurt

REGION

See DEPUTY, PAGE 7
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STAY AWAY, STAY AWAY, 
STAY ALIVE.STAY ALIVE.

NEVER NEVER 
JUMP INTO JUMP INTO 
CANALSCANALS

NEVER NEVER 
PLAY NEAR PLAY NEAR 
CANALSCANALS

NEVER SWIM NEVER SWIM 
IN CANALSIN CANALS
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Barbara Worth 
Country Club

(877) 482-5656

433 W. 5th Street,  
Holtville

(760) 356-4103

SOFTBALL

SoCal Regional 
Championship 
Loss Comes 
Down to Final Out
BY MURRAY ANDERSON
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — The magical season 
of the 2021 Holtville High School soft-
ball team ended one run short as the 
Vikings fell, 4-3, to Highland High of 
Bakersfield in the Southern California 
Regional Division IV championship 
game here on Saturday, June 26.

The packed house at the Vikings’ 
softball field added another level of 
electricity in the air as the two teams 
battled back and forth for the right to 
be called SoCal champions.

“This was definitely a great game 
for all the people that came out and 
supported both teams,” said Keriann 
Johnston, Holtville’s assistant coach. 
“It was the type of game where you 
lose the game and walk off the field 

knowing you left everything on that 
field and walk off with your head held 
high.”

Johnston filled in for head coach 
Melissa Snyder, who was out of town 
for her sister’s wedding. 

In the dramatic final inning, Holt-

ville senior Emily Zarate pounded a 
one-out double to the right-center field 
gap to put the tying run in scoring po-
sition. Next up was freshman catcher 
Kaitlyn Havens who hit a blooper that 
was caught by the Highland shortstop.

Vikings Lose Thriller 
to Highland, 4-3

Holtville High senior Emily Zarate slides safely into second base after blasting a double in 
the seventh inning of the Vikings’ 4-3 loss to Highland High of Bakersfield in the Southern 
California Regional Division IV championship game in Holtville on Saturday, June 26.

Holtville High sophomore Kamryn Walker is safe at first base against Highland High of Bakersfield in the Southern California Regional Division 
IV championship game in Holtville on Saturday, June 26. | CATHI PHILLIPS LARIOS PHOTOS

BY MURRAY ANDERSON
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — Senior Amanda Strahm led 
the Holtville High School girls’ soccer team 
to an undefeated Desert League record and 
was recently rewarded for her efforts by being 
named league Most Valuable Player in a vote 
among league coaches.

Strahm and the Vikings went 9-0 in DL ac-
tion, and for the first time in school history 
made it to the CIF-San Diego Section Divi-
sion V championship game. In that final game, 
Holtville came up just short, losing to Orange 
Glen of Escondido, 3-2.

The senior midfielder led Holtville in goals 
scored and was a four-year starter for the Vi-
kings.

Joining Strahm on the All-Desert League 
First Team are fellow Vikings’ Lesley Sandoval, 
a junior midfielder, Rachelle Gasca, a junior 
defender, and Mykenzie Wright, a sophomore 
midfielder. 

On the All-Desert League Second Team 
were four more Vikings in senior Laura Men-
doza, junior Giselle Gasca, sophomore Jas-
mine Castro and senior Brielyn Tran.

In her first year at the helm of the Holtville 
girls’ soccer team, Sadie Ming was named Des-
ert League Coach of the Year.

Vikings’ Strahm 
Named DL MVP

GIRLS SOCCER

Ming Garners Coach 
of the Year Award

Holtville High School senior Amanda Strahm launches 
a shot against Vincent Memorial Catholic High early 
in the season. Strahm was recently named Most 
Valuable Player of the Desert League in a vote among 
league coaches. | CATHI PHILLIPS LARIOS PHOTO

After A Year Without 
Youth Baseball, District 
22 Awaits All-Stars
BY MURRAY ANDERSON
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

Serving as the Imperial Valley’s local Lit-
tle League District 22 commissioner the 
first time around was easy compared to the 
challenges Jose Lar-
ios has faced in his 
second term at the 
helm of the local 
youth baseball orga-
nization.

Larios, who 
served as District 
22 commissioner 
from 2012-2015, 
returned to the top 
seat this year and 
was faced with a 
myriad COVID-related issues before any kids 
could take the field.

“Uncertainty was probably the biggest 
thing we faced,” said the 54-year-old Lari-
os, who was the District 22 assistant district 
administrator from 2015-2021. “With all the 
COVID restrictions, we had to figure out how 
to keep the kids and the parents safe.”

LITTLE LEAGUE

COVID Challenges 
Commissioner

LARIOS

See LARIOS, PAGE 8

See SOFTBALL, PAGE 8

BY MURRAY ANDERSON
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — With no high 
school volleyball played in 2020 
due to COVID, it has been a while 
since the nets were put to use at 
Holtville High School.

No worries, they still work as 
the Holtville High volleyball team 
hosted its 2021 Summer Volleyball 
Camp for three days this week, 
wrapping things up on Wednes-
day, June 30. 

Designed for players between 
the ages of 5 and 14, with a few 
4-year-olds mixed in, the camp fo-
cused on teaching the fundamen-
tals of the game, such as passing, 
serving and hitting.

“We are teaching the basic skills 
to all levels and making sure their 
foundation is set in stone,” said 
Chelsey Strahm, Holtville High’s 
head volleyball coach. “We are also 
making sure to challenge the girls 
that have obviously played before.”

VOLLEYBALL

Camp Teaches Basics to Enthusiastic Players

Holtville High 
School junior 
Lauren Ripley, 
left, watches as 
9-year-old Khloe 
Huyler learns 
to block at the 
2021 Holtville 
High Summer 
Volleyball Camp. 
| CATHI PHILLIPS 
LARIOS PHOTOSee CAMP, PAGE ?
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Chief Alex Silva and City Manag-
er Nick Wells said has been sim-
ilar to several fires experienced 
in and around Holtville over the 
last few years that have left behind 
the types of items associated with 
such labs.

Although the statements were 
made during the council’s public 
session, no allegations of wrong-
doing have been brought against 
the residents of the home where 
the fire started on Sunday, June 
27, which Silva said on Monday 
morning was ignited in brush 
near a recreational vehicle at 1895 
E. Underwood Road. 

Silva reported to the council 
that a number of disconnected 
stoves were found on the proper-
ty, and a propane tank within the 
kitchen exploded, and there were 
also reports of a lot of activity at 
one of the structures. All of that 
led him to suspect some illegal 
activities, but he said any evi-
dence was lost in the fire. 

Later Monday night, Silva stat-
ed via text message that all infor-
mation regarding his suspicions 
had been forwarded to the Impe-
rial County Sheriff ’s Office. 

During the council meeting, 
Wells followed Silva’s presenta-
tion.

“Almost all of our structural 
fires over the last four or five years 
have involved propane tanks that 
shouldn’t have been there, or 
stoves not connected to working 
ranges,” he said Monday, echoing 
Silva’s assessment. 

When reached Tuesday morn-
ing, June 29, Wells both clarified 
and seemed to walk back his 
statements from the previous 
night. To some extent, Silva did 
that, too.

“Neighbors reported a lot of 
people and items coming in and 
out of the properties, and there 
was a propane tank in a kitchen, 
but any definitive evidence was 
burned up in the fire,” Wells said 
Tuesday, June 29.

During an interview with a re-
porter on Monday morning, Sil-
va never mentioned any propane 
tanks or stove, only an excess of 
accumulated brush at the proper-
ty just outside city limits that the 
property owner had been nonre-
sponsive in addressing.

Wells also brought that up 
Tuesday.

“The property was covered 
with overgrown weeds and clut-
tered with junk. Normally, the 

city would have come out and in-
sisted that they cleaned it up, but 
the property is out of our jurisdic-
tion,” he said. 

A county representative could 
not immediately be reached for 
comment on weed and fire hazard 
abatement issues in the unincor-
porated county. 

Silva and Holtville City Coun-
cil member Mike Pacheco both 
live near the area of Sunday’s fire, 
and Pacheco reported it to Silva.

“I was inside my house watch-
ing TV, when I heard a popping 
sound come from outside, and 
my dog started going crazy. My 
dog always goes crazy when fire-
crackers go off,” Pacheco said on 
Tuesday morning. “I went to go 
see when I saw smoke coming be-
hind my house. I looked over the 
fence, and saw an old man trying 
to put out a fire at the fence, and it 
spread to the brush next to it. 

“I called Alex, because he lives 
right here, and he said he was al-
ready on his way. I am not really 
sure how it got started, though,” 
Pacheco said.

In further attempting to clarify 
and explain Silva’s comments at 
the council meeting regarding il-
licit activities, Wells spoke of past 
similar fires.

“Off of the top of my head, I can 
think of three or four fires in the 
last few years that Alex Silva, he’s 
the fire chief in Holtville, has re-
ported propane tanks where they 
don’t belong, like at that mobile 
home fire,” Wells said referring to 
the May 14 fire on East Thiesen 
Road that resulted in the death of 
52-year-old David James Brun-
ton. 

“So many propane tanks, and 
stoves that aren’t hooked up … It’s 
unfortunate, but it is indicative of 
life in the Imperial Valley,” Wells 
said.

The fire in which Brunton’s 
burned remains were found has 
not been resolved. In that case, a 
small travel trailer burned with 
Brunton inside and the fire start-
ed among some items outside the 
trailer, Silva has said before. He 
has said there were propane tanks 
among the various items at the 
site.

There was a period in the mid-
1990s where several clandestine 
drug labs had been discovered 
in the Holtville area. At the time, 
authorities often cited the remote 
location of the community and 
access to chemical precursors 
that could be found on farms in 
the area, such as fertilizer. 

The fire apparently had start-
ed in some brush near a recre-
ational vehicle that was parked 
near a home located at 1895 E. 
Underwood Road, Silva said on 
Monday. The cause remains un-
der investigation.

Though the property is locat-
ed outside city limits, the Fire 
Department had sent notices 
to the property owner advising 
them that the brush constituted 
a fire hazard and requesting that 
it be removed.

“They never cleaned it so that’s 
what spread the fire,” Silva said. 

Holtville fire was the first to 
respond to the scene and quickly 
called a second alarm, prompt-
ing mutual assistance from the 
El Centro, Calexico, Imperial 
County and Brawley fire depart-
ments. Temperatures at the time 
of the blaze hovered around 118 
degrees, Silva said.

One of the homes, located at 
1977 E. Underwood Road, was 
constructed from stucco and 
had a corrugated metal roof 
that prevented both the fire 
from breaching and allowing 
firefighters to combat the blaze 
from the interior of the home. 
Instead, firefighters were limit-
ed to fighting the structure’s fire 
from the outside, which took 
about five hours to extinguish, 
Silva said.

The owner of that home at 
1977 E. Underwood, Seeley res-
ident Lorena Razo, whose par-
ents were living in the home, 
said that a previous fire had bro-
ken out some time back at the 
1895 E. Underwood address.

A total of about four to five 
vehicles that were located at 
both of the properties were de-
stroyed by the fire, as well. Three 
of those vehicles were inopera-

ble, Silva said. 
Razo said her 64-year-old 

father’s Ford Expedition, and 
a Toyota Corolla and a Dodge 
Charger all were damaged at her 
home.

The American Red Cross was 
on scene at the time of the fire 
to provide the displaced fami-
lies and the nearly three dozen 
responding firefighters with as-
sistance.

BRUSH FIRE
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REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

888-670-2510

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

Limited Time O� er - Call for Details

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 
*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  
install and activate the generator with a participating dealer. 
Call for a full list of terms and conditions.   

Guaranteed, modified whole 
life coverage from Physicians 
Life Insurance Company that’s 
affordable and easy to get. 

Final Expenses
Check this off your to-do list!

1-855-923-2253
>> www.life55plus.info/holtville

• Guaranteed acceptance for ages 45 to 85*

• No medical exam! No health questions!
• Lock in your rate for life

*Ages may vary by state. Guaranteed for one of these life insurance policies. Benefits reduced first two years. 
Insurance Policy L770 (ID: L770ID; OK: L770OK; TN: L770TN). 
6238

Call for a FREE, no-obligation 
Information Kit.

A Calexico firefighter providing assistance to Holtville fire crews douses 
flames at 1895 E. Underwood Road on Sunday, June 27. Two homes were 
burned, 12 people were displaced, and five fire persone]nel were injured.  
| CATHI PHILLIPS LARIOS PHOTO

DRUG LAB
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The aftermath of a fire that started in the 1800 block of East Underwood Road just 
outside Holtville is shown on Tuesday, June 29. | CATHI PHILLIPS LARIOS PHOTO
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Public Information Officer Artu-
ro Platero said Monday.

That probe could take anywhere 
from two to “several months,” “es-
pecially with this crash since a law 
enforcement agency is involved,” 
Platero added.

How the collision unfolded at the 
intersection of Aten and Forrester 
roads, west of Imperial, came into 
sharper focus on Sunday, June 27, 
when the wife of the driver of the 
white pickup involved in the col-
lision and a relative of a passenger 
in the same truck who asked not 
to be named provided a number of 
details.

The driver of the pickup was 
33-year-old Manuel Orozco of See-
ley, who himself sustained injuries 
but only minor ones caused by the 
seat belt that did not require hospi-
talization. He was the foreman of a 
crew working for CMC Harvesting 
Inc., who had spent the day driving 
MacDon cutters and combines in 
fields in the Niland and Calipatria 
areas, said Orozco’s wife, Liliana 
Ruiz.

Orozco couldn’t speak on Sun-
day because he was at the bedside 
of his younger brother, 27-year-old 
Andres Orozco, also of Seeley, who 
was sedated with breathing tube at 
Desert Regional Medical Center 
in Palm Springs with water in his 
lungs and other minor injuries re-
sulting from the collision, Ruiz said.

Andres Orozco was actually in 
good condition, Ruiz said, but he 
kept being combative when awak-
ened due to the breathing tube and 
other hospital apparatus.

It was touch-and-go initial-
ly, Ruiz said, as Andres was not 
breathing when he was found by his 
CMC co-workers and his brother, 
Manuel, who Ruiz said performed 
cardiopulmonary resuscitation on 
Andres and revived him before first 
responders arrived.

Also at Desert Regional was an-
other passenger in Manuel Orozco’s 
pickup, a co-worker named Jesse 
Ruelas, 31, of Imperial, who her 
husband said was in good condi-
tion with a broken shoulder and 
broken elbow.

Jesse and Andres were among the 
four of six passengers in the truck 
that were ejected and subsequent-

ly pinned beneath Manuel’s 2021 
Chevy Silverado, Ruiz said, both 
of whom had to be dug out with 
shovels by co-workers that were 
following behind the pickup at time 
of the collision, which was around 
7:30 p.m., and witnessed the crash 
unfold in front of them.

Also ejected from the truck and 
pinned along with them was a teen-
ager named Trent Cox, an Imperial 
High School senior sitting in the 
back seat whose best friend, Justin, 
helped dig him out. Cox, who is 
18, suffered bruising and was tak-
en to Pioneers Memorial Hospital 
by ambulance, the Highway Patrol 
reported.

Andres Orozco and Jesse were 
each airlifted from the scene and 
flown to the Riverside County 
trauma unit at Desert Regional. 
Two other men in the pickup were 
transported to El Centro Regional 
Medical Center by ground ambu-
lance, 27-year-old Sergio Ruelas 
of Imperial and 18-year-old Luis 
Amafillas of Imperial, both with 
minor injuries, Highway Patrol re-
ported.

They were all part of crews in 
multiple vehicles hauling trailers 
and cutters/combines that were 
returning to the CMC Harvesting 
shop on Brockman Road between 
El Centro and Seeley when the col-
lision occurred.

Ruiz’s recounting of the collision, 
by way of her husband, corrobo-
rates what three field workers in the 
area told a journalist at the scene 
on Saturday night, that the sheriff ’s 
deputy appeared to have run the 
stop sign at the intersection result-
ing in the collision with the pickup, 
which caused both vehicles to flip 
into a Sudan field south of Aten and 
west of Forrester.

Manuel Orozco was driving 
south through the intersection on 
Forrester hauling a trailer with die-
sel fuel and a compressor back to 
the CMC shop when the deputy re-
portedly drove his westbound SUV 
through the Aten intersection into 
Manuel’s path, Manuel told Ruiz.

Ruiz said Manuel tried to stop 
but could not.

Dusk at the time of the collision, 
no one involved who had been in-
terviewed fo this story can recall 
seeing either headlamps lit up on 
the Sheriff ’s Office SUV, or the light 
bar atop the vehicle flashing. This 

comes from Manuel through Ruiz 
and the three field laborers in the 
area.

The deputy’s SUV was struck 
on the passenger side by the pick-
up, separating the trailer from the 
truck and sending the truck end 
over end into the field and the trail-
er into what appeared to be a dirt 
berm on the side of the road, Ruiz 
said.

She said her husband did not 
know what happened to the dep-
uty’s SUV at that point. Before 
first responders arrived, CMC 
crew members following behind 
searched through the tall grass for 

their co-workers, Ruiz said.
That was also the case for the 

sheriff ’s deputy, according to scan-
ner radio traffic from Saturday 
night, as first responders could not 
immediately locate the deputy in 
the Sudan.

A visit back to the site of the 
crash on Sunday midday showed 
evidence that spoke to the trage-
dy of the scene where the depu-
ty’s SUV came to rest just south 
of Aten and west of Forrester. Red 
flags left planted in a dirt ditch were 
marked with the deputy’s items of 
equipment that flew out of vehicle 
and numerous pieces of molding 

were left behind, all scattered in 
numerous directions within about 
30 yards of the SUV, hinting at the 
violent nature of the collision.

An autopsy on Redondo’s re-
mains was completed on Monday 
morning, and Benavidez said an 
honor guard would remain watch 
on Redondo’s body until he is laid 
to rest.

Funeral arrangements were 
pending but would likely be con-
firmed by Thursday, July 1, Benavi-
dez said.

The chief deputy said no cause 
of death was being released at this 
time.
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Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, 
the most advanced 

debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule 

a FREE LeafFilter 
estimate today. 15% 
off Entire Purchase. 

10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-855-

424-7581 
 

Become a Published 
Author. We want 

to Read Your 
Book! Dorrance 

Publishing-Trusted by 
Authors Since 1920 

Book manuscript 
submissions currently 

being reviewed. 
Comprehensive 

Services: Consultation, 
Production, Promotion 
and Distribution. Call 
for Your Free Author`s 

Guide 1-877-538-
9554 or visit http://

dorranceinfo.com/Cali
 

Water Damage to Your 
Home?  Call for a quote 
for professional cleanup 

& maintain the value 
of your home!  Set an 

appt. today! Call 1-855-
401-7069

 
AUTOS WANTED

 
WANTED! Old Porsche 

356/911/912 for 
restoration by hobbyist 
1948-1973 Only. Any 
condition, top $ paid! 

PLEASE LEAVE 
MESSAGE  

1-707-339-5994. Email: 
porscherestoration@

yahoo.com 
 

DONATE YOUR 
CAR OR TRUCK 

TO HERITAGE FOR 
THE BLIND. Free 3 
Day Vacation, Tax 
Deductible, Free 

Towing, All Paperwork 
Taken Care Of. CALL 

1-877-573-9104. 
 

DONATE YOUR CAR, 
BOAT OR RV to receive 
a major tax deduction. 
Help homeless pets. 

Local, IRS Recognized. 
Top Value Guaranteed. 

Free Estimate and 
Pickup.   

LAPETSALIVE.ORG 
1-833-772-2632 

 
DONATE YOUR CAR 
TO KIDS  Fast Free 

Pickup – Running or Not 
- 24 Hour Response - 

Maximum Tax Donation 
– Help Find Missing 

Kids! Call 1-888-491-
1453.

 
CABLE/INTERNET/

SATELLITE TV
 

AT&T Internet. Starting 
at $40/month w/12-mo 
agmt. Includes 1 TB of 
data per month. Get 
More For Your High-

Speed Internet Thing. 
Ask us how to bundle 
and SAVE! Geo & svc 
restrictions apply. Call 
us today 1-855-397-

7909. 
 

DIRECTV NOW. No 
Satellite Needed. $40/
month. 65  Channels. 

Stream Breaking News, 
Live Events, Sports & 
On Demand Titles. No 
Annual Contract. No 
Commitment. CALL 

1-855-404-2509

DIRECTV - Watch your 
favorite live sports, 

news and entertainment 
anywhere. More top 
premium channels 

than DISH. Restrictions 
apply. Call IVS - 1-888-

641-5762.
 

FINANCIAL SERVICES
 

Over $10K in Debt? Be 
debt free in 24 to 48 

months. No upfront fees 
to enroll. A+ BBB rated. 
Call National Debt Relief 

1-888-508-6305. 
 

Applying for Social 
Security Disability or 
Appealing a Denied 

Claim? Call Bill Gordon 
& Assoc. Our case 

managers simplify the 
process & work hard 

to help with your case.  
Call 1-844-998-1460 
FREE Consultation. 

Local Attorneys 
Nationwide [Mail: 2420 
N St NW, Washington 

DC. Office: Broward Co. 
FL (TX/NM Bar.)]

 
INSURANCE

 
SAVE BIG on HOME 

INSURANCE! Compare 
20 A-rated insurances 

companies. Get a quote 
within minutes. Average 
savings of $444/year! 
Call 1-844-410-9609! 

(M-F 8am-8pm Central) 
 

MEDICAL/HEALTH
 

ATTENTION 
DIABETICS! Save 

money on your diabetic 
supplies! Convenient 

home shipping for 
monitors, test strips, 

insulin pumps, catheters 
and more! To learn 

more, call now!  
1-855-702-3408

 
Lowest Prices on Health 

Insurance. We have 
the best rates from top 
companies! Call Now! 

1-888-989-4807
 

REAL ESTATE/LOANS
 

RETIRED COUPLE  
$1 MIL for business 

purpose Real 
Estate loans. Credit 
unimportant. V.I.P. 

Trust Deed Company 
www.viploan.com 

Call 1-818-248-0000 
Broker-principal 

DRE 01041073. No 
Consumer Loans. 

 
TAX SERVICES

 
ARE YOU BEHIND 
$10k OR MORE ON 
YOUR TAXES? Stop 
wage & bank levies, 
liens & audits, unfiled 

tax returns, payroll 
issues, & resolve tax 

debt FAST. Call 1-855-
970-2032.

 
WANT TO BUY

 
FREON WANTED: We 
pay $$$ for cylinders 
and cans. R12 R500 

R11 R113 R114. 
Convenient. Certified 
Professionals. Call 

312-291-9169 or visit 
RefrigerantFinders.com

 
THIS SPACE  

CAN BE YOURS!  
CALL 1-916-288-6011 

or email cecelia@cnpa.
com 
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With two outs, Vikings’ fresh-
man Brooke Strahm came to the 
plate and battled the Scots pitcher 
to a 2-2 count before lofting the 
ball to short left field, but instead 
of falling for a hit and possibly 
tying run, the Scots’ left field-
er made a running catch to end 
the game and secure the title for 
Highland.

“I was going on contact, and 
when I was getting ready to 
round third, I looked and saw 
she caught the ball,” Zarate said 
about the possible tying hit. 
“Even though we lost tonight, we 
played really well. It was very ex-
citing.”

Highland (21-4 overall this 
season) scored once in the top 
of the first inning, only to have 
the Vikings answer with a run of 
their own in the bottom half of 
the inning.

Tied 1-1, Holtville (21-5 over-
all this season) plated two runs 
in the bottom of the third inning 
thanks to an RBI triple from 
sophomore Demi Johnston and 
an RBI ground out from Zarate, 
that put the Vikings ahead 3-1.

Highland scored one run in 
the fourth and two in the top of 
the fifth to get the Scots their 4-3 

advantage and set up the exiting 
final two innings.

On the mound, sophomore 
Kalli Strahm pitched a complete 
game for the Vikings, allowing 
four runs on 10 hits with five 
strikeouts and one walk. She 
worked out of a bases-loaded jam 
in the top of the seventh inning 
to keep the score 4-3 heading to 
Vikings’ final at-bat.

Holtville had seven hits, in-
cluding doubles from Kalli 
Strahm, Zarate and Havens and a 
triple from Johnston. 

“Nobody hung their head at 
the end of this game,” Keriann 
Johnston said. “Both teams just 
battled each other all night. It was 
a pitchers’ duel, it was a defensive 
battle, it was all you could ask for 
in a championship softball game.”

For the senior Zarate, winning 
the school’s first CIF-San Diego 
Section softball championship in 
23 years will always hold a special 
place for her.

“We didn’t know we were go-
ing to have a season, then we get 
the OK and we have this amaz-
ing year. It was so exciting and so 
much fun, I think we all lost our 
voices from yelling so much after 
last week’s championship,” said 
Zarate, who said she will likely at-
tend Imperial Valley College next 
year and play softball.

SOFTBALL
From page 1

Local Little Leagues were un-
sure if play would even be al-
lowed in 2021 after losing the 
entire 2020 season. Larios said 
the green light was given in late 
March that leagues could begin, 
whereas normally signups would 
begin in January.

“Once we got the OK, some 
leagues were up and running in 
two weeks,” said Larios, who got 
involved in Little League when 
his children were playing in Holt-
ville. “I wanted to get the kids out 
there playing as soon as possible. 
They had missed all of 2020 and 
they needed to just get out there.”

Normally, the Imperial Val-
ley district includes leagues in 
Calexico, Heber, Holtville, Sun-
beam, El Centro, Imperial, Braw-
ley, Westmorland and Calipatria. 
This season, with the uncertainty 
around COVID, Heber, West-
morland and Calipatria didn’t 
field any teams.

Larios said in a “tradition-
al” year, Imperial Valley Lit-
tle Leagues would see upward 
of 1,500 kids playing baseball. 
However, this year he estimated 
the number of participants to be 
between 600 and 800.

“We had some leagues that 
needed to get the clearance to 
do interleague play and we had 
some kids from those areas that 
didn’t have a league this year 
get the clearance to join another 
league,” Larios said. 

The Little League 12-Under 
All-Star teams typically get the 
most attention with all the cov-
erage from ESPN as the young 

players try to make it to the hal-
lowed grounds of Williamsport, 
Penn. To do so, teams must go 
through the district tournament, 
a section tournament, and a re-
gional event to earn a berth in 
the Little League World Series.

“My biggest enjoyment as com-
missioner is seeing these Valley 
kids go to sectional tournament 
in San Diego and compete,” Lari-
os said. “They get there and they 
are wide-eyed and then you see 
them have some success and you 
can see in their faces they realize 
they can win.”

With the District 22 12-Under 
All-Star Tournament getting un-
derway on July 8, Larios said the 
winner won’t have to travel very 
far as the Imperial Valley is host-
ing the Section 7 tournament, 
which is normally held in the San 
Diego area. 

While the main spotlight of 
Little League is typically cast on 
the 12-Under All-Star teams, 
Larios also oversees a Minors di-
vision with players between the 
ages of 8-10, with Majors being 
for those 10-12, and a Juniors di-
vision for players 13 and 14 years 
old.

“With the high schools not 
having a junior varsity this year 
due to COVID, we saw a spike in 
the number of Juniors playing,” 
said Larios, who oversees six 
postseason tournaments in his 
role as district commissioner. 

“My biggest job as commis-
sioner is to have a complete un-
derstanding of the rules and fol-
low the rules,” Larios said. “You 
have to have the commitment to 
let the kids play and keep the par-
ents under control.”

Jose Larios, Little League District 22 commissioner, poses for a photo at Mack 
Park in Holtville. After a year of youth baseball canceled by COVID, Larios is ready 
for the 12-Under All-Star Tournament to get underway on July 8. | CATHI PHILLIPS 
LARIOS PHOTO
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