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IN MEMORIUM

Sheriff’s Deputy 
Anthony Redondo 
is Laid to Rest on 
Saturday, July 10 
BY MARCIE LANDEROS
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

EL CENTRO — The mournful wail 
of the bagpipes led the casket of Im-
perial County sheriff ’s Deputy Antho-
ny Redondo to stage of the theater at 
Southwest High in El Centro on Sat-
urday morning, July 10, as hundreds 
said their final farewell in person to the 
young deputy killed in the line of duty.

The Jimmie Cannon Performing Arts 
Theater was almost entirely filled with 
family, friends, members of the public 
and mostly fellow law enforcement of-
ficers from throughout the region who 
gathered for a Mass and memorial for 
the 25-year-old Redondo, who died in 
a traffic collision in his patrol vehicle 
while responding to a call the evening 
of June 26.

Valley Remembers 
Fallen Peace Officer

Sheriff’s Deputy Anthony Redondo’s mother, Janelle Frazier, is comforted by her husband and 
Redondo’s stepfather, Sgt. Eric Frazier, as she weeps, clutching an American flag, during her 
son’s burial at Evergreen Cemetery in El Centro on Saturday, July 10. Redondo, 25, was killed 
in the line of duty during a traffic collision on June 26. | MARCIE LANDEROS PHOTOSee REDONDO, PAGE ?

Several Gather at City Council 
Meeting to Air Their Concerns 

Over Church Initiative
BY JULIO MORALES

HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — Controversy, confusion and 
uncertainty continue to surround a proposal by 
the United Methodist Church denomination to 
convert its closed Holtville church into a welcome 
center for immigrants that are being released into 
the county by federal immigration officials.

Part of that controversy was on display during 
the Holtville City Council meeting on Monday, 
July 12, where several residents spoke in opposi-
tion to the initiative during the meeting’s public 
comment session.

And even though a United Methodist Church 
official had contacted the city more than a month 
ago to disclose that the denomination was consid-
ering using its Seventh Street property to poten-
tially house immigrants temporarily, the city re-
mains uncertain about the extent of the plans.

LOCAL

Residents Speak Out 
Against Methodist 

Migrant Plan

The closed United Methodist Church, located at 217 W. 
Seventh St., in Holtville will be reopened by the South Dis-
trict Union of the California-Pacific Annual Conference 
of the United Methodist Church as a welcome center for 
asylum seekers to the consternation of city officials and 
former local church members. The opening date is not yet 
known. | CATHI PHILLIPS LARIOS PHOTO

See CHURCH, PAGE 10

BY JULIO MORALES
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — Further development of the city of 
Holtville’s downtown zone is on the horizon with the City 
Council’s recent approval of the Cedar Avenue sidewalk 
improvement project bid and a conditional-use permit for 
a self-storage facility.

The self-storage facility, proposed by Yuma-based Vas-
mar Rentals LLC, will include four buildings totaling 120 
self-storage units of varying sizes equaling 13,075 square 
feet. 

Additional structures and a swimming pool are planned 
for the 1.7-acre site located at the southeast corner of Fifth 
Street and Grape Avenue.

CITY

Council Approves 
Self-Storage Project, 

Cedar Ave. Sidewalk Bid

BY CHARLIE M. ZAMARRIPA
FOR THE HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

Confident, determined, sincere, 
and unapologetic are all traits that 
aptly describe former Imperial Val-
ley resident Michael Kirby, an aspir-
ing rapper who goes by the musical 
moniker K.I.R.B.

Listen to his lyrics, and you will 
find much more than a young man 
living out his dream of musical star-
dom. Delve a bit deeper and you will 
find a young man dealing with anx-

ieties and depression, using rap mu-
sic to overcome his personal issues 
in an effort to find happiness.

“Music saved my life,” said the 
19-year-old Kirby, who was raised in 
Calexico and graduated from Holt-
ville High School in 2019.

Unafraid to share events from his 
personal life, Kirby said he has been 
battling anxiety and depression since 
he was 9 years old and found that his 
music “was a coping mechanism,” he 
said during a recent interview. 

A resident of Temecula, where he 
works at an auto dealership, Kirby is 
trying to draw attention to his music 
any way he can and wanted to reach 
out to his former hometowns to let 
people know what he’s doing.

ART & CULTURE

K.I.R.B. says ‘Music Saved My Life’
Calexico Native, 
Holtville High Grad 
Releases Demo

Michael Kirby, a Temecula-based rapper 
going by the name K.I.R.B., is a Calexico 
native and 2019 Holtville High School grad-
uate who released his new three-song EP 
on streaming music services in late June. | 
JEZAI TORRES/ALEX RAMIREZ PHOTO See K.I.R.B. PAGE 5See COUNCIL PAGE 8

BY RICHARD 
MONTENEGRO BROWN
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

IMPERIAL — From conception to 
its unveiling in front of friends and 
family, a semi-permanent roadside 
memorial to the late sheriff ’s Deputy 
Anthony Redondo took less than week 
to fabricate and install.

On Monday evening, July 12, Braw-
ley resident Joel Gonzalez coordinated 
with the Frazier family — Deputy Re-
dondo’s mother, Janelle Frazier; stepfa-
ther, sheriff ’s Sgt. Eric Frazier; and his 
two younger sisters — to meet at the 
southwest corner of Aten and Forrest-
er roads west of Imperial to uncover 

Friends of Redondo Fabricate Metal Roadside Memorial

See MEMORIAL, PAGE 5
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FD Assists with American Legion Clean-Up Efforts

OPINION

The Holtville Fire Department assisted the Bradley-Keffer American Legion auxiliary Unit 138 in cleaning up the yard of the Legion building on June 25. A few large items were discarded and the exterior of the 
county-owned building was pressure washed. | PHOTO COURTESY OF KAREN GIBBS

COMMUNITY

Construction of $17M, 
19,000-Square-Foot 

Facility Expected 
to Be Completed 
By Summer 2022

BY JULIO MORALES
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

EL CENTRO — Far from 
being just a new building, the 
soon-to-be constructed $17 mil-
lion El Centro Public Library is 
a testament to community, part-
nership, and inclusivity, City 
Manager Marcela Piedra said.

And much like the existing 
library, the new one will also 
allow diverse community mem-
bers to create lasting memories 
built around the communal and 
collaborative spirit that a li-
brary inspires, Piedra said while 
standing in the parking lot at the 
southwest corner of Frontage 
Road and Villa Avenue, where 
the new library will be built.

At 10 years in the making, 
the planned 19,000-square-foot 
library was brought significant-
ly closer to its fruition with a 
groundbreaking ceremony on 
the morning of Thursday, July 8, 
where Piedra and others spoke. 

The event attracted a sizable 
crowd, and an equal measure of 
elation about the long-awaited 
project and its anticipated im-
pact on the community.

“We are building a beautiful, 
beautiful building that is going 
have services for you and your 
family to come in and make 
those memories that we have 
been talking about,” Piedra told 
those gathered.

Construction was scheduled 
to get underway soon with the 
mobilization of contractor per-
sonnel and equipment, and wrap 
up by summer 2022, city officials 
said. 

On Thursday, aside from the 
heavy equipment brought in 
to serve as a backdrop for the 
event, some construction-relat-
ed personnel could be observed 
in the parking lot surveying the 
site.

The new library owes its ori-
gins to two significant events: 
the Easter 2010 earthquake that 
left the city’s former library on 
State Street unsafe to use, as well 

as 2016’s voter-approved Mea-
sure P, whose half-cent citywide 
sales- tax proceeds were used 
to finance the issuance of about 
$17 million in bonds for the fa-
cility’s construction.

City officials had initially an-
ticipated the project would be 
around $20 million but had re-
ceived and approved a construc-
tion bid lower than that project-
ed amount.

When the April 4, 2010, earth-
quake temporarily left the li-
brary without a home, it also set 
off a series of events that eventu-
ally led city officials to set their 
sights on a new state-of-the-art 
facility.

“Sometimes out of a tragedy 
comes an opportunity, and this is 
what we have here today, a great 
opportunity,” Piedra said during 
her remarks to the crowd.

The new library will be sit-
uated in the parking lot of the 
commercial development where 
the existing library is located, 
at 1140 N. Imperial Ave. Much 
of that commercial space is un-
occupied but is viewed as the 
potential site of future develop-
ment that will be spurred by the 
establishment of the new library.

That hoped-for revitalization 
is expected to be facilitated by 
the fact that the unoccupied 
commercial property was do-
nated to the city by its previous 
owner.

“We were very appreciative 
that this gentleman was able to 
see that vision for us and see it 
as an anchor for future develop-
ment,” Piedra said.

With the new library not ex-
pected to welcome patrons for 

about a year, those gathered for 
the groundbreaking ceremony 
were treated to the next best 
thing, an imaginative tour of its 
interior space where Abraham 
Campos, the city’s Public Works 
director, served as the guide.

Patrons will be able to access 
the library’s spacious lobby from 
entrances located on its east-
ern and western facades. To the 
south one will find a large space 
dedicated for the community’s 
use, and which can accommo-
date more than 450 individuals 
and be separated in half by a 
movable acoustic partition.

North of the lobby one will 
find all the amenities one would 
expect to find in a state-of-the-
art library. Separate areas for 
children, teens and adults will 
be interspersed among spaces 
designated as homework and 
innovation centers, a centralized 
“great room,” as well as a Friends 
of the Library bookstore and 
staff workroom and lounge.

Elements of the surrounding 
desert environment will also be 
incorporated into the interior’s 
design, including a Jeep and 
“sand dunes” in the children’s 
area.

“This is where the programs 
come alive for the children,” 
Campos said.

Children have historically 
comprised the largest segment 
of the library’s users. Of the 72 
programs that were offered by 
the library in 2015, 66 of those 
were geared toward children, ac-
cording to a third-party feasibil-
ity study the city commissioned 
to assess library usage and needs 
in the community.

The study also determined 
that less than 10 percent of the 
Library Service Area (LSA) res-
idents in 2015 were registered 
borrowers, or library card hold-
ers, compared to the California 
average of 74 percent.

“Low use by residents of the 
LSA can be attributed to many 
factors including the temporary 
location, the lack of appeal of 
the facility, outdated collections, 
lack of adult programming, lack 
of teen programs, and insuffi-
cient outreach to the communi-
ty,” the study stated.

Mayor Cheryl Viegas-Walk-
er said the El Centro Public Li-
brary was something of a fixture 
in the lives of her two children 
when they were young. She also 
credited it with helping them 
learn to read at an early age and 
pave the way for the academic 
excellence that was to follow.

“The greatest gift I think a par-
ent or adult can give to a child is 
a love of reading,” Viegas-Walk-
er told those gathered.

She also acknowledged that in 
spite of all the amenities that the 
new facility will include, library 
staff are the ones who make all 
the difference

“We can build a building but 
it’s what happens inside that 
really makes it rewarding,” she 
said. “So, thank you to our li-
brary staff.”

Library operations supervi-
sor Lois Shelton said she was 
thankful the residents of El Cen-
tro voted to support Measure P, 
which made the funding avail-
able for such a project.

Though the project took some 
time to become a reality, she 
said she never doubted it would 
eventually materialize. Even so, 
the existing library has been able 
to take on additional program-
ming in recent times, including 
daily meals for kids summer 
program made possible through 
a partnership with the El Cen-
tro Elementary School District. 
Future plans call for the library 
to once again host income-tax 
preparation services.

“And if there’s something we 
don’t have, all you have to do 
is just ask us and we’ll be more 
than happy to help you find 
whatever you need,” Shelton 
said in an interview following 
the groundbreaking ceremony.

REGION

Spirits High For EC Library Groundbreaking

El Centro officials were joined by stakeholders during the El Centro Public Library 
groundbreaking ceremony on Thursday, July 8. | JULIO MORALES PHOTO  
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BY MIRANDA MONTENEGRO

I am a sucker for the coming-
of-age subgenre. I mean, a 
sucker for the whole enchila-

da. From the sappy to the wildly 
ridiculous, I love it all (minus the 
“Porky’s”-era of teen sexploita-
tions). 

And I’ll tell you why: the genre 
alone cannot be defined by some 
common tropes. It’s so broad that 
anything goes. 

If you had to pin down a 
couple, the most obvious would 
be 1) a narrative implicitly or 
explicitly centered on personal 
growth and 2) the protagonist’s 
age. However, all movies in one 
way or another tackle growth. 

After all, cinema is essentially 
a visual medium for commu-
nicating mental, physical and 
emotional change, no? I dare you 
to name a film where the protag-
onist and supporting characters 
don’t arc.

I’m waiting. …
Now, for the latter, have you 

ever heard of “The Graduate”? 
“Eighth Grade”? “Real Women 
Have Curves”? They are all com-
ing-of-age films … with protago-
nists of varied ages. 

Now, it’s easy to swoon at the 
John Hughes films and think to 
yourself, “They don’t make them 
like that anymore ...” But I’m a 
forward-thinker. What are the 
seminal coming-of-age films 
from this century that are on my 
must-watch list for future genera-
tions? I can name a few.

“FUNNY HA HA” (AN-
DREW BUJALSKI, 2002)

MUBI
This film actually isn’t that 

funny. Ha Ha (but no, seriously). 
Often cited as the “Godfather 
of Mumblecore,” Bujalski wrote 
about and shot post-grad life for 
what it is: unrefined and just a 
bunch of mumbo jumbo (hence, 
mumblecore). “Funny Ha Ha” 
follows a twentysomething wom-
an trying to navigate the awk-
wardly painful transition from 
student to professional while 
limiting her alcohol consumption 
and interactions with her crush. 
Spoiler alert: nearly half of the 
film’s dialogue consists of “um,” 
“like,” and “fine.” Talk about 
realistic ...

“LORDS OF DOGTOWN” 
(CATHERINE HARD-
WICKE, 2005)

Prime Video 
Similar to Hardwicke’s other 

feature films, “Twilight” and 
“Thirteen,” “Lords of Dog-
town” is criminally underrated 
and nails teen angst to a tee. If 
“Lords” was directed by any oth-
er filmmaker (David Fincher and 
Fred Durst were reportedly at-

tached at one point), I guarantee 
you this: it wouldn’t have been as 
introspective, raw and thrilling of 
a snapshot of the transition from 
boyhood to manhood. Based 
on his early years as an amateur 
(and eventually, professional) 
teen skateboarder in Santa Mon-
ica, California, Stacey Peralta’s 
screenplay tackles head on the 
trials and tribulations of breaking 
into professional skateboarding, 
reflecting the internal obstacles 
that adolescents everywhere face. 
Also, Heath Ledger’s portrayal 
of Skip Engblom? An acting 
masterclass. 

“GIRLHOOD” (CÉLINE 
SCIAMMA, 2014)

Hulu
Run. Don’t walk. In “Girl-

hood,” shy teenager Marieme is 
notified by an academic counsel-
or that she is no longer eligible 
to attend high school after failing 
three years in a row. Distraught, 
Marieme joins a girl gang and 
seeks shelter from real-world 
responsibilities. One word: 
Diamonds. The film’s dance 
sequence featuring Rihanna’s 
“Diamonds” is by far one of my 
favorite cinematic moments of all 
time. *Swoons* Who doesn’t love 
a Sciamma film? 

“EDGE OF SEVENTEEN” 
(KELLY FREMON CRAIG, 
2016)

Hulu
If you’re looking for a film in 

the vein of John Hughes, look 
no further than Kelly Fremon 
Craig’s directorial debut (nom-
inated for Best First Feature by 
several critics associations and 
honorary organizations). “Edge 
of Seventeen” follows Nadine, a 
17-year-old high school junior, 
who has just about had it with 
everything: her best friend, 
family, school, and life itself. Talk 
about a riveting opening scene: 
Nadine alerts her teacher that she 
intends on killing herself. The 
film then backtracks and leads us 
through the events that spurred 
her declaration. Sounds dark 
right? Wrong. Cinematographer 
Doug Emmett keeps the camera 
close to Nadine and significantly 
more distant from the film’s sup-
porting characters, conveying the 
protagonist’s strained relation-
ships. Yet, Emmett imbues each 
frame with a pop of color … a 
sprinkle of hope.

“HONEY BOY” (ALMA 
HAR’EL, 2019)

Prime Video
Don’t be fooled by the title: 

“Honey Boy” is anything but 
sweet. As part of his rehabili-
tation program, Shia LaBeouf 
wrote a screenplay about his 
early years as a child actor and 
being the breadwinner for 
himself and his alcoholic father. 
The film offers glimpses of the 
protagonist’s adult life: rehab and 
endless demons. Leading up to 

its Sundance premiere, Har’el’s 
film was generating buzz due to 
LaBeouf ’s willingness to not only 
write about his painful experi-
ences, but step into the role of his 
abuser: his father. Bring. Tissues.

“UNPREGNANT” (RA-
CHEL LEE GOLDEN-
BERG, 2020)

HBO Max
Whilst stirring controversy 

upon its release (duh, the title), 
“Unpregnant” delivers in tack-
ling a taboo subject. The film 
adaptation of Ted Caplan and 
Jenni Hendrik’s novel of the 

same name follows straight-A 
student Veronica, who discov-
ers while taking a pregnancy 
test at school that she is expect-
ing. She additionally learns 
that she can’t trust anyone to 
take her to the abortion clinic 
in New Mexico ... except her 
ex-best friend, Bailey. Chaos 
naturally ensues. While the 
title alone reveals the film’s 
primary storyline, I was par-
ticularly taken with the film’s 
in-depth exploration of Bailey’s 
personal development. As 
opposed to delegating Bailey to 
spunky sidekick, “Unpregnant” 

celebrates her and Veronica’s 
character arcs. Ah yes, the 
power of female friendships.

Miranda Montenegro a 
Mexican-American filmmaker. 
She is an El Centro resident, 
a graduate of Southwest High 
School, and a March 2020 
graduate of University of 
California Los Angeles with 
a Bachelor of Arts degree in 
English and concentration 
in Film, Television and Dig-
ital Media. Montenegro has 
interned at Sony Pictures En-
tertainment, Montecito Picture 
Company/Ghost Corps Inc., 

LOCAL NEWS

Semana del 12 de julio
The Ever Forward Club ( El Club Siempre Adelanté )

(Originalmente transmitido en mayo del 2018)
Ashanti Branch , M.Ed. The Ever Forward Club (El Club

Siempre Adelante)
“Si no iniciamos a los jóvenes, incendiarán la aldea”

Proverbio Africano. Los jóvenes de color de nuestra nación están siendo 
disciplinados en la escuela, abandonan la escuela, enfrentan el de-

sempleo y la participación en el sistema de justicia penal a tasas despro-
porcionadamente altas. Los mentores del club crean un espacio seguro 

para que los hombres jóvenes, se reúnan semanalmente en círculos para 
divertirse, disfrutar de la comida y participar en el proceso de quitarse 
la máscara de la masculinidad; despegando las capas de dolor, frus-

tración, miedo, tristeza y desilusión. A través de este trabajo, los jóvenes 
comienzan a mostrarse con mayor pasión y propósito, lo que les propor-

ciona una dirección de vida más clara.

GILGAR | JULY 12, 2021

Con Dalia Pesqueira 

Water Safety in Way-Too-Hot Weather

(422) 265-1525

Week of July 12
The Ever Forward Club

(Originally aired on May 2018)
“Ashanti Branch, M.Ed., Founder/Executive Director. The Ever Forward Club 

"If we don’t initiate the young men, they will burn down the village” 
African Proverb Our nation’s young men of color are getting dis-
ciplined in school, dropping out, and facing unemployment and 

involvement in the criminal justice system at disproportionately high 
rates. Club mentors create a safe space for young men to come 

together weekly in circles to have fun, enjoy food and engage in the 
process of removing the mask of masculinity; peeling off the laye 
rs of pain, frustration, fear, sadness and disappointment. Through 

this work, the young men start to show up with greater passion and 
purpose, which provides them with a clearer life direction.

GILGAR

OPINION
STREAM N' CHILL

Smells Like Tween/Teen/YA Spirit
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STAFF REPORT

IMPERIAL — The city of Impe-
rial cut the ribbon and celebrated 
the opening of its new Early Learn 
Room inside the city library on 
Monday, July 12. Imperial Mayor 
Karin Eugenio and City Council 
member Robert Amparano were 
joined by children who’ve partici-
pated in the SPROUTS virtual pro-
gram over the last year to mark the 
opening.

The city received an Early Learn 
with Families Grant from the Cal-
ifornia State Library last year to 
make the changes to the space, ac-
cording to the city.

“Our objective with this space is 
to facilitate programs where kids 
can connect with their communi-
ty through project-based learning. 
Our virtual early-learning pro-
grams were very successful during 
the pandemic,” said Alexis Brown, 
assistant city manager. “That is tes-

tament to our staff ’s commitment 
to the programs, and our partner-
ship with ICOE. I can’t think of a 
better way to celebrate Imperial’s 
birthday and history than investing 
in our community’s future.” 

The pandemic brought new 
challenges in facilitating the pro-
gram, but staff managed to interact 
with more than 20 kids through 
the library’s free, online storytime 
events.

SPROUTS early learning is de-
signed for children under 5 years 
of age to create and learn through 
project-based inquiry. The goal is to 
provide safe and positive environ-
ment for children to have a unique 
learning experience. The program 
is facilitated in partnership with 
Imperial County Office of Educa-
tion’s Early Learning and Develop-
ment department. 

Library hours are 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
Mondays through Thursdays and 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Fridays.

STAFF REPORT

HOLTVILLE — The follow-
ing reports were collected from 
the Imperial County Sheriff ’s 
Office call logs for the Holtville 
substation from July 6 through 
July 9.

TUESDAY, JULY 6
7:54 a.m.: A subject at the 

new apartment complex at 
Holt Avenue and Fourth Street 
called deputies to report spot-
ting an unknown subject on the 
property. The caller told depu-
ties that they had previously 
requested increased patrols in 
the area due to finding drug 

paraphernalia at the apartment 
complex. 

THURSDAY, JULY 8
8:50 a.m.: A concerned citi-

zen called 911 to report a wom-
an in an aqua blue T-shirt and 
jeans looking into the backs of 
trucks and punching trees in 
the area of Pine Avenue and 
Eighth Street. 

MONDAY, JULY 12
12:57 p.m.: Multiple deputies 

responded to the corner of Holt 
Avenue and Fifth Street for re-
ports of a female subject “act-
ing crazy and trying to get into 
buildings.” 

POLICE BRIEFS

STAFF REPORT

SACRAMENTO — Housing 
projects in Calexico and Heber 
are among the latest to be awarded 
Joe Serna Jr. Farmworker Housing 
Grant program funding through 
the state Department of Housing 
and Community Development, 
according to the office of Assem-
bly member Eduardo Garcia, 
D-Coachella.

The Calexico Remington project 
will receive $4.35 million and the 
Heber Del Sol Family Apartments, 
$4,9 million, according to the Gar-
cia’s office. The Farmworker Hous-
ing Grant program provides grants 
or deferred-payment loans for the 
construction and rehabilitation 
of housing for agricultural work-
ers and their families, the release 
states. 

“Access to affordable housing re-

mains a top priority for our region. 
After actively pursuing state funds 
to support local affordable housing 
projects, we are glad to see that our 
district is getting the attention and, 
importantly, the investments we 
deserve,” Garcia said in the release. 

“Over the years and in collabo-
ration with local partners, we have 
been able to make our region more 
competitive, and Imperial Valley 
has achieved success leveraging 
funding from various state hous-
ing programs. This additional $9 
million will help improve the lives 
of local families and add to our 
overall back-to-back regional af-
fordable housing achievements,” he 
continued.  

Garcia’s office stated more than 
$11 million in Joe Serna Jr. Farm-
worker Housing Grant program 
funding went toward three local 
projects in 2019.

HOUSING

Calexico, Heber Projects Receive State Farmworker Funds

The first of three three-story buildings as part of the 44-unit Fern Crossing apartment complex on Fourth Street between Holt 
and Fern avenues in Holtville is shown in an early stage of completion in January. Fern Crossing is an Imperial County project 
that utilized Joe Serna Jr. Farmworker Housing Grant program funding. | CAMILO GARCIA JR. PHOTO

REGION

City of Imperial Celebrates New Library Early Learn Room

Imperial Mayor Karin Eugenio cuts the ribbon on the city’s new Early Learn Room inside its library during an event that 
coincided with the city’s birthday on Monday, July 12. | PHOTO COURTESY OF CITY OF IMPERIAL

EDUCATION

BY JULIO MORALES
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

CALEXICO — Some of Calex-
ico’s youths may find themselves 
high and dry this summer and with-
out access to Calexico High School’s 
pool unless qualified individuals can 
be hired to serve as a pool manager 
and a cashier.

The search to fill the two separate 
positions has been ongoing since 
June 17 and has yet to attract any 
qualified candidates, Calexico Uni-
fied School District board President 
Ciro Calderon said.

The unfilled positions have Cal-
deron concerned enough that he has 
repeatedly posted the job announce-
ments on his social media account 
in an attempt to drum up interest.

The school district has received 
three applications from individuals 
looking to work as lifeguards, but 
not one application for the pool 
manager or cashier positions.

“I don’t understand it honestly,” 
Calderon said about the apparent 
lack of interest in the temporary 
positions. “It hasn’t been for lack of 
effort.”

The longer it may take to fill the 

positions could translate into a 
shortened period for the commu-
nity to access the Margarita de Ne-
cochea Bulldog Aquatic Center, as 
the high school’s pool is formally 
known.

The community’s access to the 
pool is prohibited while school is 
in session, Calderon said. With the 
high school’s summer session to 
wrap up on July 22 and the start 
of the fall semester on Aug. 23, it 
doesn’t leave much time for com-
munity members to access the pool 
if its opening is delayed because of a 
lack of qualified personnel, he said.

The pool is jointly operated by 
the school district and the city, with 
the district responsible for the hir-
ing and the city responsible for the 
pool’s oversight once its operation-
al. It cannot operate without a pool 
manager that has all the required 
qualifications, Calderon said on 
Tuesday, July 13. 

To find out more about the posi-
tions, interested parties can go to the 
Edjoin.org website and type “Calex-
ico” into the search field. Further 
inquiries can be directed to CUSD 
employee Melissa Navarro at 760-
768-3888 extension 3141.

Calexico Unified Seeks 
Qualified Pool Manager
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In late June, Kirby, under the 
K.I.R.B. handle, released a quick 
three-song EP titled “Vibes” on 
Spotify, Apple Music, Sound-
cloud and other streaming plat-
forms. (The music is explicit, just 
in case there are sensitive readers 
and listeners tuning in.)

Although Kirby said his brand 
of hip-hop is hard to define, “I’m 
definitely alternative mixed with 
rap and emo since I can do a little 
bit of everything. But it’s hard to 
put me in one category since I can 
do it.”

(There’s that confidence.)
Kirby said he always saw him-

self as the “nerdy outcast,” and 
that feeling — served with the 
confidence owed to a chip on his 
shoulder — largely informs his 
music, especially among the three 
tracks on “Vibes”: the raw, NSFW 
“Drowning” and “Distortion,” 
and the less abrasive final offer-
ing, “High School.”

Something dear to his heart is 
to start a nonprofit to help kids 
and teenagers cope with and re-
ceive the help they might need to 
overcome depression and anxiety, 
he said, but first Kirby said he in-
tends to “put the Imperial Valley 
on the map” with his rap stylings.

The pandemic has sidelined his 
plans to perform, but he is “ex-
cited about getting out there” in 
front of his growing fan base. At 
the time of this interview, “Vibes” 
had yet to be released and he was 
excited about recording and put-
ting out his first EP.

Kirby, whose musical moniker 
K.I.R.B. stands for Knowledge Is 
Reality’s Battle, does appear to 
be making some headway with 
drawing listeners and a fanbase. 
His Spotify statistics for his var-
ious singles releases since 2020 
have amassed him some 40,500-
plus monthly listeners, with the 
concentration of his streams 
coming from Buffalo, N.Y., al-
though he couldn’t explain why. 

“I have no idea, but I have a lot 
of people that listen to me world-
wide not just the USA,” Kirby 
stated. “I know Arizona and the 
San Francisco area listen to me 
quite a bit.”

Kirby also seems to be getting 
significant “spins” in Frankfurt, 
Germany, Dallas, New York City, 
and Chicago.

On the Soundcloud side — the 
long-known venue for aspiring 
hip-hop artists to spread their 

tracks — some of his songs have 
been streamed tens of thousands 
of times. 

Since he started self-releasing 
his music, Kirby said he has had 
to deal with criticism and a fair 
amount of “haters,” but he said he 
is unapologetic in his approach 
and is doing it the only way he 
knows how — raw, unfiltered, 
and introspective.

Kirby’s songs do often deal with 
his depression, but also themes 
of unrequited love and seeking a 
reckoning. He unburdens himself 
of bad memories to be able to see 
the good things in life, when he is 
singing, he said. 

In “lon3ly (lonely),” for in-
stance, he sings of a one-sided 
relationship he had in which he 
ended up with a broken heart. “I 
wasn't enough for her,” Kirby said 
about the song, adding that it’s 
subject “played with my emotions 
and feelings.”  

That song has done well for 
him on Soundcloud, where it has 
been streamed more than 34,300 
times.

One of his more popular Spo-
tify tracks is “Back Down,” which 
describes how he has had to stand 
up for his craft. With rap music 
becoming saturated with rising 
talent due to a proliferation of 
DIY platforms, Kirby said it is 
the way diversify and deliver your 
song that sets you apart.  

“Back Down” — with 15,600 
listens on Soundcloud and 22,900 
streams on Spotify — is his way 
of “showing people not to doubt” 
him, he said.

Kirby warns that there is strong 
lyrical content in his songs, and 
he knows some of tactics he ad-
vocates for dealing with his issues 
aren’t necessarily the best, such as 
his penchant for self-medication.

But it’s all part of his journey, 
he said, and again, he might not 
condone, but he certainly doesn’t 
apologize.

Kirby has been fairly savvy in 
spreading his name around the 
web through social media chan-
nels and streaming platforms, 
where some of releases have 
been written up or reviewed by 
online music publications. His 
linktree address (https://linktr.ee/
kirb0701) funnels potential fol-
lowers to his various channels.

“I’m trying to put Calexico and 
Holtville on social status to show 
that there’s people that are talent-
ed and that definitely deserve a 
lot more credit than we’re given,” 
he said.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Environmental Evaluation Committee Meeting Live Video/Audio Streaming Link
http://imperial.granicus.com/ViewPublisher.php?view_id=2. Through the guidance of our Public Health Officer,
California Department of Public Health and the California Governor's Office, in order to minimize the spread of the
COVID-19 virus, we are following these recommendations: 1. You are strongly encouraged to listen to the live audio
and video stream of the Environmental Evaluation Committee meetings at the link mentioned above. 2. Should you
wish to provide public comment on a specific item on the agenda and/or general public comment, please submit your
comment via email to the Environmental Evaluation Committee clerk at icpdscommentletters@co.imperial.ca.us no
later than 2:00 p.m. on the Wednesday prior to the Environmental Evaluation Committee meeting.  If you are plan-
ning to attend the Environmental Evaluation Committee meeting in person you will be required to maintain appro-
priate social distancing i.e. maintain a six-foot distance between yourself and other individuals. All supporting docu-
mentation is available for public review in the office of the Planning & Development Services Department located at
801 Main Street, El Centro, Ca. 92243 during regular business hours, 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday,
excluding holidays. Please remember to shut off all cell phones, or electronic devices upon entering the Board
Chambers.

Pursuant to the requirements of the CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (CEQA) and the County's
"RULES AND REGULATIONS TO IMPLEMENT CEQA" the Imperial County Environmental Evaluation
Committee will meet on July 29, 2021 at 1:30 p.m. in the Board of Supervisors Chambers, 940 Main Street, El
Centro, to review the below-mentioned projects:  

(Informational Item Only) Assessment #20-0041:Applicant: ORNI 30, LLC, has submitted Conditional Use
Permit #20-0030, General Plan Amendment #21-0003 and Zone Change #21-0003 proposed to construct and operate
a 40 megawatt (MW) photovoltaic (PV) solar facility with an integrated 40 MW battery energy storage system
(BESS) (not to exceed 80 MW) on approximately 227 acres of privately-owned land. The applicant is requesting a
General Plan Amendment to include/classify all five project parcels (Assessor Parcel Numbers 037-140-006, -020, -
021, -022, and -023) into the RE Overlay Zone. No change in the underlying General Plan land use (Agriculture) is
proposed. The entire project site is currently zoned General Agricultural with a Geothermal Overlay (A-2-G). The
applicant is requesting a Zone Change to include/classify all five project parcels into the Renewable
Energy/Geothermal (REG) Overlay Zone (A-2-REG). Implementation of the project would require the approval of a
CUP by the County to allow for the construction and operation of the proposed solar energy facility with an integrat-
ed BESS on land zoned General Agricultural with a REG Overlay Zone (A-2-REG). The project site is located on
approximately 227 acres of privately-owned land (Assessor Parcel Numbers 037-140-006, -020, -021, -022, and -023)
in the unincorporated area of Imperial County, CA. The site is approximately one mile north from the City of
Brawley's jurisdictional limit. (Supervisorial District #4), [David Black, Planner IV at 442-265-1736, extension 1746
or by email at davidblack@co.imperial.ca.us].

Assessment #18-0006:Applicant: Martin Coyne, has submitted Zone Change #18-0001 and Parcel Map #02476
proposing to reduce the current zone of A-2/L-15 (General Agriculture/Limited 15 Acre) to A-2/L-2.5 (General
Agriculture/Limited 2.5 Acres) for the purpose of subdividing 14.03 acres into four (4) individual parcels with the
intent of developing four (4) residential uses.  The project site is located at 1823 Forrester Road, El Centro, CA, locat-
ed at the Northwest Corner of Forrester Road and Ross Road intersection. The 14.03-acre parcel is located on Imperial
County Assessor Parcel (APN) 052-570-009-000, (1823 Forrester Road, El Centro, CA), (Supervisorial District #3),
[David Black, Planner IV at 442-265-1736, extension 1746 or by email at davidblack@co.imperial.ca.us].

Assessment #19-0027: Applicant: Bertha E. Ponce has submitted Conditional Use Permit #19-0023 B.E.E.
Transport Inc., to build and operate a trucking terminal for two trucks. The project site is located at 660 Kloke Rd.,
Calexico CA, on property identified as Assessor Parcel Number 059-020-017-000, further described as Parcel 2 of
Parcel Map 2067, recorded in Book 9, Page 97 of Parcel Maps of Imperial County, Township 17 South, Range 14
East, S.B.B.M., (Supervisorial District #1), [Mariela Moran, Planner II at (442) 265-1736, extension 1747 or by email
at marielamoran@co.imperial.ca.us].

Assessment #20-0036: Applicant:Grace and Clyde Edgar Bended Tree, LLC, has submitted Conditional Use
Permit #20-0026 to develop a portion of their home site into a Special Event Center.  The events will be quinceañeras,
weddings, birthday parties and other similar small-scale private events.  The hours of operation will be limited from
12 PM (Noon) to 11 PM, for a maximum capacity of 200 guests. The project site is located at 4895 Hovley Road,
Brawley, CA, on property identified as Assessor Parcel Number 037-130-021-000, and is further described as Tract
Map 99, Township 13 South, Range 14 East, S.B.B.M. (Supervisorial District #4), [Patricia Valenzuela, Planner IV
at (442) 265-1736, extension 1749, and email at PatriciaValenzuela@co.imperial.ca.us.]

Jim Minnick, Chairman
Environmental Evaluation Committee

Si ustedrequiereestainformaciónenespañol, favor de llamar al (442) 265-1736.
S:\Clerical\AGENDAS\2021\EEC\07 29 2021 EEC Agenda.docx
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Michael Kirby, 
now 19, poses 
with his parents 
after graduating 
from Holtville 
High School in 
2019. Kirby raps 
under the moniker 
K.I.R.B. and self-
releases hip-hop 
tracks through 
various social 
media platforms. | 
PHOTO COURTESY 
OF MICHAEL KIRBY

K.I.R.B.
From page 1

the metal memorial at the site where the 
25-year-old deputy was killed in a collision 
on June 26.

“We kind of wanted to wait for the funeral 
to pass knowing we could set it out there and 
the immediate family could be there (when 
we unveiled it),” Gonzalez said on Tuesday, 
July 13, who helped put together the talents 
of several of his friends and business associ-
ates to create the piece. 

After an emotional couple of weeks for 
many in the law enforcement and Imperial 
Valley community, Redondo was laid to rest 
in Evergreen Cemetery on Saturday, July 10, 
following services over two days that draw 
several hundred people to Southwest theater 
in El Centro and tens of thousands of viewers 
who watched the services streamed online.

The roadside memorial, Gonzalez said, 
was “something his mom or dad or stepdad 
or anybody who wants to drive out there can 
go out and see.”

Because Aten and Forrester are county 
roads, Gonzalez said they don’t have to con-
tend with the state Department of Trans-
portation, which has been known to frown 
upon roadside memorials at the site of fatal 
accidents.

Redondo died around dusk on June 26 in 
the line of duty, when he was involved in a 
two-vehicle collision while heading to an 
emergency call in the Seeley area.

Gonzalez saw that makeshift memorials 
had started to appear almost immediately 
after the accident, with “people dropping 
crosses and doing a bunch of stuff there,” he 
said.

“I thought, ‘What can I do for them that 
other people haven’t already done? You know, 
the amount of support we had (for this proj-
ect was) huge,” Gonzalez added. “This was a 
life-changing event. It was a tragedy for (the 
Redondo and Frazier families and) the other 
people involved.”

Gonzalez knew he had the means and the 
friends to make this happen, owning his 
own fabrication shop as part of his Desert 
RV Service in Brawley. So, he conceptualized 

the idea and farmed out certain parts of it, 
bringing the project together in five to six 
days.

Joey Dollente at Axis Metal Design cut 
the deputy star with his plasma torch, while 
the lettering and graphics were done by 
Troy Caston at Kaz-Bros. Design Shop. The 
welding and paint was done at Desert RV 

and with the help of Rich Rosas, and Duece 
Robertson was also instrumental in making 
it happen, Gonzalez said.

On Monday night, Gonzalez and a couple 
others arrived to the site early and cleaned 
up the area, drove the metal memorial into 
the ground and set up solar lights, flags and 
temporary items just for the impromptu cer-

emony, and awaited for the Fraziers to arrive 
around 7 p.m.

“When they showed up, we pulled the 
cover off of it and presented it to them. And 
I think they were speechless because they 
didn’t have a lot to say, and it took them a 
while to open up. But I know they were really 
happy with it,” he said.

MEMORIAL
From page 1

The mother of the late Deputy Anthony Redondo, Janelle Frazier (from right), his stepfather, sheriff’s Sgt. Eric Frazier, and his two younger sisters stand next to 
a memorial created by Brawley resident Joel Gonzalez and friends and unveiled on Monday evening, July 12, at the southwest corner of Aten and Forrester roads 
in the area where Redondo was killed in a collision on June 26. | JOEL GONZALEZ PHOTO
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WHERE CUSTOMERS
ALWAYS COME FIRST.

For more energy savings  
tips, see IID’s Summer  
Energy Saving Guide at:
www.iid.com/summer.

A Summer Energy-Savings Tip:

Help maximize your air 
conditioner’s efficiency. 
Routinely clean or replace the 
AC filter. Clogged air filters 
block airflow and affect the 
coil’s heat-absorbing capacity, 
reducing the operational 
efficiency of your AC.

THIS SUMMER

Let’s All Work
Together to

SAVE ENERGY
THIS SUMMER
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SPORTS

HOLTVILLE SPORTS PAGE BROUGHT TO YOU BY:

(760) 356-1192 (760) 356-4381 (760) 337-3883 (760) 356-5800

Barbara Worth 
Country Club

(877) 482-5656

433 W. 5th Street,  
Holtville

(760) 356-4103

LITTLE LEAGUE

HIBERNATION IS FINALLY OVER.
 HEAD TO THE BEACH.
SHOP LOCAL. GO WINE TASTING.

 GET SOME R&R
 IN THE NAME
OF RECOVERY.
 SUPPORT YOUR STATE BY VACATIONING HERE. 

VCA_CAC_ElCentro_07-15.indd   1VCA_CAC_ElCentro_07-15.indd   1 7/6/21   9:41 PM7/6/21   9:41 PM

BY MURRAY ANDERSON
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

EL CENTRO — The Little League District 22 
12-Under All-Star Tournament comes down to a 
winner-take-all game after Holtville Little League 
upset El Centro, 2-1, on Tuesday, July 13, in El Cen-
tro to force a rematch for the district trophy.

Holtville Little League wasn’t able to beat El Cen-
tro Little League during the regular season and lost 
to El Centro in the championship of the District 22 
Tournament of Champions. 

In the semifinals of the All-Star Tournament, 
Holtville again lost to El Centro, 11-1, knocking the 
team to the loser’s bracket. Holtville made it back 
to the championship series and was able to force 

a final on Wednesday, July 14, after the 2-1 upset.
The results of Wednesday’s game were not avail-

able by our print deadline. See the story online for 
results.

“They (El Centro) are a really good team and 
they had been blowing us out of the water this sea-
son,” said Orlando Aguirre, coach of the Holtville 
All Stars. “Our kids went out there and played their 
hearts out and it’s good to see how far they’ve come 
since the beginning of the season.”

The pitching of Derrick Strahm was the key to 
Holtville’s win as he was able to keep the El Cen-
tro hitters off balance with his control and his off-
speed pitches. He finished the night with seven 
strikeouts.

Holtville All-Stars Reach Title Game
Holtville Little 
League 12-Under 
All Star Anthony 
Strahm gets 
a hit to lead 
off the game 
against Brawley 
in Holtville on 
Friday, July 9, 
in the District 
22 All-Star 
Tournament. | 
CATHI PHILLIPS 
LARIOS PHOTO See ALL-STARS, PAGE ?
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Thanks to a livestream of the 
two-hour-plus services, as many 
as 10,000 others have since 
watched the memorial as of Sun-
day morning, July 11, that would 
end with the same bagpipers — 
the Los Angeles Police Emerald 
Society Pipe & Drums — leading 
Redondo’s remains to the high 
school’s parking lot for a law en-
forcement vehicle procession to 
Evergreen Cemetery in El Centro, 
where the deputy was laid to rest.

The morning Mass was led by 
Father Mark Edney of St. Mary’s 
Catholic Church and the services 
saw various speakers, including 
Sheriff Ray Loera, Undersher-
iff Fred Miramontes, and retired 
Brawley Police Chief Michael 
Crankshaw, among others.

During the services, sheriff ’s 
Chief Deputy Robert Benavidez’s 
voice shook with emotion as he 
read a pair of letters from Redon-

do’s family members, one from 
the young deputy’s mother, 

Janelle Frazier, and an emotional 
tribute from his sister, Brianna 
Redondo.

“You always made sure I was 
safe and make good decisions. 
When I was hurt, you were there 
to bring comfort. You were always 
there to protect me when I felt 
vulnerable or defeated. You’re my 
hero and always will be,” Benavi-
dez read in part from Brianna’s 
letter. 

“I don’t know what I’m gonna 
do without you, but what I do 
know is that you’ll never leave my 
side, as my guardian angel. I trust-
ed you with my life, and I will con-
tinue to do so for the remainder 
of it. I love you more than words 
can describe, and I will continue 
to love and honor you in this life 
and the next. 

“Until we meet again, goodbye 
my brother, my hero, my very best 
friend. Love Little Big Sis, Brian-
na,” the chief deputy finished.

Deputy Redondo was sworn in 
on Sept. 11, 2020, and his moth-
er shared, through her letter read 
by Benavidez, when she knew her 
son’s dreams had come true.

“One day he came home, and 
he was telling me about his day 
with so much excitement. I told 
him, ‘Son, you were so happy to 
go to work I love it!’ And he re-
plied, ‘Mom it’s because I have a 
job that I’m proud of. I wake up 
with a purpose every day now. 
To help people,’” Janelle Frazier 
wrote.

The emotion of the day came 
to a head at Evergreen Ceme-
tery, where Redondo’s stepfather, 
sheriff ’s Sgt. Eric Frazier, head of 

High School 
Sports Take Their 
Mandatory Pause 
Per CIF Regulations
BY MURRAY ANDERSON
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — On Tuesday, 
July 13, the Holtville High School 
gym was abuzz with activity as six 
high school volleyball clubs were 
on the court playing games and 
about 40 football players were in 
and out of the weight room get-
ting in their strength work.

Two days later, everything 
stopped as “Dead Period” arrived, 
sending athletes and coaches 
home for two weeks.

Dead Period in the Southern 
Conference, which includes all 
Imperial Valley high schools, nor-
mally arrives the final two weeks 
of July and forces athletes and 
coaches to take time away from 
their chosen sport. The CIF-San 
Diego Section-mandated vaca-
tion is normally a welcome break 
for all involved.

“It’s a two-week period to give 
the kids a break from their coach-
es and their sport and give them 
some family time,” said C.J. John-
ston, Holtville High’s assistant 
principal and athletic director. 
“Some of these teams and coach-
es have been going hard and the 
Dead Period gives them a chance 
to get away before ramping up 
again in August.”

The 2021 Dead Period runs 
from Thursday, July 15 through 
July 29. The first sport to get 
underway for the 2021-22 high 
school athletic season is football, 
which can begin practice on July 
30. Volleyball can get started on 
Aug. 2, with girls’ tennis and cross 
country allowed to begin on Aug. 
7. 

“Our coaches will prepare for 
the fall sports season during these 
14 days, and our athletes will rest,” 
said Carlos Gonzales, Calexico 
Unified School District superin-
tendent, in a written statement. 
“There will be no contact or prac-
tice during this time, though stu-
dents may continue to complete 
the requirements to be cleared to 
play.”

Volleyball was the lone 
sport not to get a season in the 
COVID-shortened 2020-21 ath-
letic school year.

“The coach in me wants to 
keep going especially since we 
didn’t get to have a season this 

past year,” said Chelsey Strahm, 
Holtville’s fifth-year head volley-
ball coach. “But the mom in me 
definitely understands these kids 
need a break. We have been going 
hard at it the last month.”

The unknown comes after the 
“Dead Period” as tryouts begin 
and coaches will see familiar faces 
they worked with all summer, and 
some new faces that weren’t par-
ticipating in summer workouts.

Once the spring semester was 
finished and high school sports 
wrapped up in early June, volley-
ball teams took to the court for 
practices and workouts and began 
playing two nights a week in local 

summer leagues.
“These two weeks off gives ev-

eryone the time to reset mental-
ly and physically,” Strahm said. 
“Once we come back and begin 
practice, it’ll be nonstop with 
practice and workouts and games 
and tournaments and school.”

While summer is usually 
thought of as “vacation” time, 
some of the athletes have been 
busy four to five days a week be-
tween summer volleyball, sum-
mer basketball, practices and 
workouts. 

“It was such a strange year with 
COVID and jamming all the 
sports into the final months of 
the school year, then transition-
ing right into summer leagues,” 
said Skylar Hanson, a 16-year-
old junior at Holtville who plays 
volleyball, basketball and is on 
the Vikings’ swim team. “I’m go-
ing on vacation with my mom to 
Prescott (Ariz.), and my dad and 
I are going to spend five days at 
the river.”

Football games can begin as 
early as Aug. 19 with volleyball 
games allowed to begin as early as 
Aug. 9, according to the CIF-SDS 
website. 

Members of the Holtville High School football program get in a weightlifting workout on Tuesday, July 13, in the school’s weight 
room. All Imperial Valley high school athletic facilities will be closed to athletes and coaches during the CIF-mandated “Dead 
Period” beginning Thursday, July 15, through July 29.

SPORTS

Dead Period is Calm Before the Storm for Athletics

Holtville High School junior Axel Banda works out in the weight room during a football workout on Tuesday, July 13. All local high schools will be closed to athletes beginning 
Thursday, July 15, through July 29 as part of the CIF-mandated “Dead Period.” | CATHI PHILLIPS LARIOS PHOTOS

The proposed development 
had also been granted a Simi-
lar Use Determination since the 
downtown zone did not per-
mit self-storage facilities. The 
determination found that the 
proposed facility would not be 
more detrimental to the sur-
rounding area than a warehouse 
facility, which is permitted in 
the downtown zone.

The self-storage project con-
sists of a 1,213-square-foot of-
fice building, 2,652-square foot 
residential home, a 620-square-
foot garage, a 498-square-foot 
Accessory Dwelling Unit and 
a 450-square-foot swimming 
pool, according to a staff report 
accompanying the resolution.

The 120 storage units will 
include 15 units whose dimen-
sions will be 5 feet by 5 feet, 63 
units that will be 10 feet by 10 
feet, and 42 units that will be 10 
feet by 15 feet.

The City Council approved 
the proposed project during its 
regular meeting on Monday, 
July 12. The proposed project’s 
design review and site plan re-
view had previously been ap-
proved by the city’s Planning 
Commission on June 30. 

As for the Cedar Avenue side-
walk improvement project, the 
council approved a $298,832 bid 
from El Centro-based Rove En-
gineering Inc. to install a curb, 
gutter, and sidewalk on the east 
side of Cedar Avenue between 

Fourth and Fifth streets.
The approved construction 

contract was one of three bids 
the city had received in response 
to its request for proposals. The 
bid from Rove Engineering was 
the lowest responsive bid, while 
the two others were both for 
$395,892.

Funding for the sidewalk im-
provement project is being pro-
vided by the Congestion Mitiga-
tion and Air and the State-Local 
Partnership Program, a staff re-
port stated.

Additionally, the City Council 
authorized The Holt Group to 
undertake an assessment of the 
city’s streets to identify prob-
lem areas at a cost of $7,810, to 
be paid from the city’s gas tax 
funds. 

The street assessment is an 
extension of a previous city-
wide pavement improvements 
project that was undertaken in 
2018 and 2019, according to a 
staff report accompanying the 
resolution.

The street reconstruction, re-
habilitation and maintenance 
that was done under the city-
wide pavement improvements 
project was based on a similar 
street assessment that The Holt 
Group completed in 2017. 

The approved street assess-
ment will review all of the 17.8 
miles of streets within the city’s 
limits and identify pavement 
sections that either need re-
habilitation or maintenance. 
The assessment will not review 
curbs, gutters, and sidewalks.

COUNCIL
From page 1

REDONDO
From page 1
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Thanks to a livestream of the 
two-hour-plus services, as many 
as 10,000 others have since 
watched the memorial as of Sun-
day morning, July 11, that would 
end with the same bagpipers — 
the Los Angeles Police Emerald 
Society Pipe & Drums — leading 
Redondo’s remains to the high 
school’s parking lot for a law en-
forcement vehicle procession to 
Evergreen Cemetery in El Centro, 
where the deputy was laid to rest.

The morning Mass was led by 
Father Mark Edney of St. Mary’s 
Catholic Church and the services 
saw various speakers, including 
Sheriff Ray Loera, Undersher-
iff Fred Miramontes, and retired 
Brawley Police Chief Michael 
Crankshaw, among others.

During the services, sheriff ’s 
Chief Deputy Robert Benavidez’s 
voice shook with emotion as he 
read a pair of letters from Redon-

do’s family members, one from 
the young deputy’s mother, 

Janelle Frazier, and an emotional 
tribute from his sister, Brianna 
Redondo.

“You always made sure I was 
safe and make good decisions. 
When I was hurt, you were there 
to bring comfort. You were always 
there to protect me when I felt 
vulnerable or defeated. You’re my 
hero and always will be,” Benavi-
dez read in part from Brianna’s 
letter. 

“I don’t know what I’m gonna 
do without you, but what I do 
know is that you’ll never leave my 
side, as my guardian angel. I trust-
ed you with my life, and I will con-
tinue to do so for the remainder 
of it. I love you more than words 
can describe, and I will continue 
to love and honor you in this life 
and the next. 

“Until we meet again, goodbye 
my brother, my hero, my very best 
friend. Love Little Big Sis, Brian-
na,” the chief deputy finished.

Deputy Redondo was sworn in 
on Sept. 11, 2020, and his moth-
er shared, through her letter read 
by Benavidez, when she knew her 
son’s dreams had come true.

“One day he came home, and 
he was telling me about his day 
with so much excitement. I told 
him, ‘Son, you were so happy to 
go to work I love it!’ And he re-
plied, ‘Mom it’s because I have a 
job that I’m proud of. I wake up 
with a purpose every day now. 
To help people,’” Janelle Frazier 
wrote.

The emotion of the day came 
to a head at Evergreen Ceme-
tery, where Redondo’s stepfather, 
sheriff ’s Sgt. Eric Frazier, head of 

patrol operations for the North 
County division, could be scene 
holding a weeping Janelle Frazier 
as she clutched the American flag 
that had adorned her son’s casket, 
sharply folded and presented to 
her.

Amid a heat wave, the burial ad-
vanced relatively quickly, with the 
L.A. Police Emerald Society Pipe 
& Drums playing again, the law 
enforcement community offering 
a 21-gun salute, and taps being 
played before Redondo’s coffin 
was lowered into the ground.

There was a palpable shift in the 
mood as hundreds of people re-
convened for a celebration of life 
gathering at the Casa De Mañana 
building at the Imperial Valley 
Fairgrounds in Imperial.

It was clear from the cacopho-
nous sounds of so many people 
speaking at once, laughing and 
reminiscing, that the morning 
was a time to weep, and the cel-
ebration of life was the time to 
smile and think of the joy that 
Redondo brought to so many 
around him.

Many of Redondo’s classmates 
from his time at the Imperial 
Valley College law enforcement 
academy attended the services 
and sat together at the celebration 
of life, reminiscing about their 
time together.  

“He was a good friend and an 
awesome person,” said academy 
classmate Carlos Gutierrez. “An-
thony he had a lot of heart, very 
dedicated to what he wanted to 
do and his goals. Very, very out-
standing person and he was true 
to what he wanted to do, and it re-
flected in his personality and as a 
person as well.” 

Another fellow cadet, Laura 
Rauno, added: “He was in the 
same class with me throughout 
the whole academy, and I remem-
ber motivating him and helping 
him out all the time so that we 
could finish strong all together as 
a class. He always gave it his all, 
even though some days are harder 
than others, they just really deter-
mined to get through.”

Inside the Casa De Mañana 
building, Betty Tucker of El Cen-
tro could be seen coordinating the 
food service of barbecue being 
served buffet-style by Redondo’s 
many fellow deputies.

Stories about Redondo and the 
voices telling them blended to-
gether in the room the rest of the 
afternoon.

He left an impression on the 
many with whom he crossed 
paths, including his third-grade 
teacher, Victoria Gonzales.

“He was such an amazing 
young boy. Anthony offered to be 
the master of ceremony for a play 
put on by the special education 

class. He had no second thoughts 
about performing with the class. 
He faithfully went to practice with 
them, interacted with them and 
showed patience compassion and 
the ability to interact with them 
with respect and opened up his 
heart to them,” Gonzales said. 

“He showed up all dressed up 
with a suit. He took pride in his 

role and was a role model to all 
the students.  He was only in third 
grade. He was a shining light even 
back then. He was the narrator 
for the play. He was a gentleman, 
great student, and a wonderful 
classmate, always helping others. 
He always talked about his mom 
as well. He really adored her,” she 
added.

Sheriff ’s Sgt. Frank Reyes, who 
was a longtime friend of the fam-
ily having worked with Redondo’s 
stepfather, eventually became 
Redondo’s coworker. He said the 
young deputy “always had a smile 
no matter what.”

“He was always happy, he al-
ways looked happy all the time, 
and proud,” Reyes added.

AIRPORT LAND USE COMMISSION AGENDA

COUNTY OF IMPERIAL 

SECRETARY - JIM MINNICK

HEARING DATE: July 21, 2021 6:00 P.M.
HEARING LOCATION: 940 MAIN STREET, BOARD ROOM, EL CENTRO, CALIFORNIA

I. ROLL CALL
II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: FEBRUARY 17, 2021
IV. PUBLIC HEARINGS:

PUBLIC HEARINGS: All supporting documentation is available for public review in the office of the
Planning & Development Services Department located at 801 Main Street, El Centro, CA 92243 during
regular business hours, 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday, excluding holidays. The Airport
Land Use Analysis documentation is also available at www.icpds.com. Please remember to shut off all
cell phones, pagers or electronic devices upon entering the Board Chambers. Call 442-265-1736 for assis-
tance on questions regarding the agenda.

The public will have an opportunity to speak to any agenda item when the Chairman opens the matter to
the public to discussion and before action is taken. The Chairman will determine the order of speaking
and unless the Chairman grants more or less time, the speaker's limit is 3 minutes on each agenda item.
Please read and complete a speaker form at the podium prior to the start of the meeting.  The Chairperson
will call on you to speak when your item is called.

For questions regarding these projects contact the above-mentioned Planner following the project.
Si usted requiere esta información en español, favor de llamar al (442) 265-1736

VG\S:\AllUsers\ALUC\AGENDAS\2021\Agenda for Press\0721 2021 ALUC Agenda for Press.docx

Legal Publish: July 15, 2021

1. Public hearing to consider the proposed InSite Towers Development 2, LLC project for
consistency with the Imperial County Airport Land Use Compatibility Plan. The project is for
a 160-foot telecommunication tower. The project site is located at 373 E. Aten Road,
Imperial, CA, on property identified as Assessor Parcel Number 044-230-014-000, and is fur-
ther described as that portion of the north one-half of Tract 69, Township 15 South, Range 14
East, S. B.M., according to the plat of resurvey approved December 22, 1908, and filed in the
District Land Office, Latitude 32   49' 25.6787N - Longitude 115   30' 23.3294W. Project is
scheduled for review with the Airport Land Use Commission on July 21, 2021. (ALUC 03-
21) [Jeanine Ramos, Planner I (442) 265-1736, extension 1750.  

2. Public hearing to consider the proposed AT&T California d.b.a. Pacific Telephone &
Telegraph Company project for consistency with the Imperial County Airport Land Use
Compatibility Plan. The project is for a 40-foot tall monopole. The project site is located at
313 E. Main St., Niland, CA, on property identified as Assessor Parcel Number 021-073-007-
000, and is further described as the west 50 ft. of Lots 16, 17, and 18, of Block 35, within the
Townsite of Niland, Latitude 33   14' 23.6N - Longitude 115  30' 33.3W. The project is sched-
uled for review with the Airport Land Use Commission on July 21, 2021. (ALUC 04-21)
[Jeanine Ramos, Planner I (442) 265-1736, extension 1750.  

3. Public hearing to consider the proposed General Plan's Housing Element Update project
for consistency with the Imperial County Airport Land Use Compatibility Plan. The project
is Countywide and is being prepared as required by the State in an effort to address the hous-
ing needs of Californians. Project is scheduled for review with the Airport Land Use
Commission on July 21, 2021. (ALUC 05-21) [Diana Robinson, Planner III (442) 265-1736,
extension 1751.

REDONDO
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Imperial County sheriff’s deputies salute the late Anthony Redondo outside the Southwest theater in El Centro as his casket is moved from the memorial to the gravesite on Saturday morning, July 10.  
| MARCIE LANDEROS PHOTOS

Sheriff’s Chief 
Deputy Robert 
Benavidez tries to 
gather his emotions 
as he reads letters 
to the audience 
from Anthony 
Redondo’s mother 
and sister during 
funeral services 
at the Jimmie 
Cannon Performing 
Arts Theater at 
Southwest High 
School in El Centro 
on Saturday 
morning, July 10. 

Sheriff’s Chief 
Deputy Robert 
Benavidez tries to 
gather his emotions 
as he reads letters 
to the audience 
from Anthony 
Redondo’s mother 
and sister during 
funeral services 
at the Jimmie 
Cannon Performing 
Arts Theater at 
Southwest High 
School in El Centro 
on Saturday 
morning, July 10. 
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Some confusion about the 
city’s zoning laws and wheth-
er they can be used to prohibit 
the proposed welcome center’s 
activities also appears to exist 
among some of the residents 
that are in opposition to the ini-
tiative, City Manager Nick Wells 
said.

To his knowledge, as long as 
the property is intended to serve 
as a temporary emergency shel-
ter it’s allowed in a residential 
area, Wells said on Tuesday, July 
13. Nor does the fact that the 
property is not currently being 
used as a church preclude UMC 
officials from using it for its in-
tended purpose, he said.

“Whether we’re in favor (of 
the housing initiative) or wheth-
er it’s legally allowed are two dif-
ferent things,” Wells said. “That’s 
what we’re trying to get across to 
everybody.”

During his previous corre-
spondence with a UMC official, 
Wells said that he had advised 
them that the city was not in 
support of the planned effort.

As it now stands, the UMC, 
through its South District Union 
of the California-Pacific Annual 
Conference, has plans to convert 
the closed church into a wel-
come center for asylum seekers 
that are released from custody 

into the county by the federal 
government.

To do so, it will partner with 
the Christ United Methodist 
Ministry Center of San Diego, 
the Safe Harbors Network, as 
well as local Methodist Church 
officials from El Centro and 
Calexico.

RESIDENTS 
PUBLICLY SPEAK OUT 

Holtville resident and business 
owner John Hawk was among 
those who spoke out against 
the South District’s housing ini-
tiative during the City Council 
meeting on July 12. 

When reached for further 
comment on Tuesday, Hawk 
said he was not opposed to im-
migrants coming to the United 
States, but said that current im-
migration laws appear to have 
been politicized and the process 
no longer remains fair.

“Now we’re trying to house 
those that have not followed the 
rules and have jumped to the 
head of the line,” Hawk said.

He took further issue with 
Holtville residents not having 
been given the opportunity to 
provide input to the South Dis-
trict, especially in light of the 
expenses that residents have 
incurred through the years to 
maintain the public amenities 
and infrastructure that the UMC 
housing initiative now wants to 

benefit from, such as water and 
sewer.

“It’s not that people don’t want 
to help,” Hawk said. “They do 
want to help when the situation 
is right. We don’t believe the sit-
uation is right at this time.”

The church property, located 
at 217 W. Seventh St., reverted 
to the possession of the South 
District in March, following the 
settlement of a county Superi-
or Court lawsuit that alleged 
the former United Methodist 
Church of Holtville congregation 
had not done enough to minister 
to its local Hispanic population.

Holtville resident and former 
Holtville Methodist Church 
member Becky Miller said that 
both she and her husband, Bob 
Miller, who had also spoken 
during the council meeting, were 
opposed to the South District’s 
plans. 

Both had led past efforts at 
the former Holtville Method-
ist Church to provide donated 
food commodities to hundreds 
of less-fortunate Holtville resi-
dents on a monthly basis. They 
now continue those monthly 
food-distribution events at an 
alternate site as members of the 
newly formed First Church of 
Holtville.

“(The South District) talked 
about its mission support for the 
city and yet that (food distribu-
tion) wasn’t good enough for the 

district,” Becky Miller said Tues-
day.

Miller said she was equal-
ly frustrated by UMC officials’ 
refusal to rent out the Seventh 
Street facility to the First Church 
of Holtville for its food distribu-
tion or for religious services. The 
denomination’s refusal seemed 
especially troublesome consider-
ing that former church members 
had raised the funds to rebuild 
the church sanctuary after a fire 
in the early 1960s, she said.

“We don’t agree with what 
they’re trying to do,” Miller said. 
“Kick us out to do this other 
thing.”

No date is set by when the pro-
posed welcome center is expect-
ed to be operational, said Rev. 
Paige Eaves, of the UMC of La 
Mirada, on July 13. In the mean-
time, the South District remains 
committed to working with city 
officials to establish a respectful 
working partnership, she said. 

An informational outreach 
session is planned for the com-
munity to help clarify the intent 
and purpose of the proposed 
welcome center, though a date 
has not been determined. 

The housing initiative is an 
extension of the Methodist 
Church’s national Justice For Our 
Neighbors (JFON) program. As 
part of that program, the First 
United Methodist Church of 
El Centro hosted a JFON clinic 
where affordable immigration 
legal services were provided to 
low-income immigrants a few 
years back. 

At the time, the El Centro con-
gregation had also attempted to 
establish a shelter for migrants at 
its church, but the project didn't 
come to fruition, for reasons that 
remain unknown to Eaves. 

“I've definitely tried to get the 
facts on that so that we could 
learn from the experience,” 
Eaves stated in an email.

Part of the closed Holtville 
church’s refurbishment involves 
the installation of new plumbing, 
toilets, and laundry facilities. 
Church officials intend to apply 
for whatever permits are neces-
sary to undertake the refurbish-
ment to better accommodate 
asylum seekers and have been in 
discussions with city officials to-
ward that end, Eaves said. 

To date, the city has not re-
ceived any building permit ap-
plications from the South Dis-
trict, City Manager Wells said. 
Such applications may not be 
necessary, depending on the de-
nomination’s intentions, which 
still largely remain a mystery to 
the city, he said.

Wells further characterized the 
building as being in “bad shape,” 
and if the planned refurbishment 
called for new walls or plumb-
ing, church officials would need 
to apply for a building permit, 
which is itself a long process.

Previously, a church official 
had inquired about the potential 
installation of a mobile shower 
trailer and a leach line to dispose 
of the shower’s grey water into 
the ground. In response, Wells 
advised them that such an action 

would be prohibited, he said. 
“I don’t know what their intent 

is exactly,” Wells said. “It’s diffi-
cult to say whether they can do 
this, that or the other, because 
they haven’t said what they want 
to do.” 

ADDITIONAL 
DETAILS EMERGE 

Once operational, the wel-
come center could potentially 
house up to 24 asylum seekers, 
said Rev. William Perkins, exec-
utive director of Christ United 
Methodist Ministry Center of 
San Diego, and founder of the 
Safe Harbors Network, a non-
profit dedicated to finding beds 
for refugees and asylum seekers.

Temporary housing at the 
shelter would be limited to 
women and children and ex-
clude single adult males, Jenkins 
said on July 13.

He also sought to appease 
concerns that the housing initia-
tive was being solely proposed 
by church officials from outside 
the county and would be exclu-
sively operated by them, as well.

“This is going to be run by Im-
perial Valley,” Jenkins said, not-
ing the planned involvement of 
church personnel from Calexico 
and El Centro. “Nobody’s com-
ing in from the outside to tell 
people what to do.” 

As for accusations that stake-
holders were solely pursuing the 
initiative to make a profit, he 
indicated that under a current 
temporary housing program, 
hotels are being paid about $275 
a day to house asylum seekers. 

The South District’s effort in 
Holtville would net it a $12.50 
per person per diem to pro-
vide wraparound services such 
as shelter, food, and case work. 
Those funds would be made 
available through the Emergen-
cy Food and Shelter Program 
(EFSP), which is administered 
nationally by United Way and 
locally by two EFSP boards, one 
in San Diego County and one in 
Imperial County. 

“We will lose money,” Jenkins 
said. 

However, the South District 
has applied for funding from 
the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency to temporarily 
house the migrants. The district 
has yet to receive word if its ap-
plication was approved. Even if 
its FEMA application is denied, 
the housing initiative would 
likely still go forward, Jenkins 
previously said.

Aside from housing asylum 
seekers, long-term plans for the 
church property include hosting 
religious services, food-distri-
bution events, a clothing closet, 
and a weekly free medical clinic 
for uninsured individuals.

The proposed activities are 
aligned with the Gospel of Mat-
thew, Chapter 25, Jenkins said, 
where Jesus instructed his fol-
lowers to feed the hungry, clothe 
those without clothes and wel-
come those who are strangers. 

“We’re looking to be good citi-
zens,” Jenkins said.

CHURCH
From page 1

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

888-670-2510

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

Limited Time O� er - Call for Details

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 
*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  
install and activate the generator with a participating dealer. 
Call for a full list of terms and conditions.   

Guaranteed, modified whole 
life coverage from Physicians 
Life Insurance Company that’s 
affordable and easy to get. 

Final Expenses
Check this off your to-do list!

1-855-923-2253
>> www.life55plus.info/holtville

• Guaranteed acceptance for ages 45 to 85*

• No medical exam! No health questions!
• Lock in your rate for life

*Ages may vary by state. Guaranteed for one of these life insurance policies. Benefits reduced first two years. 
Insurance Policy L770 (ID: L770ID; OK: L770OK; TN: L770TN). 
6238

Call for a FREE, no-obligation 
Information Kit.
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NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINIS-
TER ESTATE OF: 
John Michael Myers 
CASE NUMBER: EPR000967 
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, 
contingent creditors, and persons 
who may otherwise be interested in 
the will or estate, or both, of: John 
Michael Myers, aka John M. Myers, 
aka John Myers 
A Petition for Probate has been filed 
by: Stephanie J. Myers in the Supe-
rior Court of California, County of: 
IMPERIAL 
The Petition for Probate requests 
that Stephanie J. Myers be appoint-
ed as personal representative to ad-
minister the estate of the decedent. 
The petition requests authority to 
administer the estate under the 
Independent Administration of Es-

tates Act. (This authority will allow 
the personal representative to take 
many actions without obtaining 
court approval. Before taking cer-
tain very important actions, how-
ever, the personal representative 
will be required to give notice to 
interested persons unless they have 
waived notice or consented to the 
proposed action.) The independent 
administra tion authority will be 
granted unless an interested person 
files an objec tion to the petition and 
shows good cause why the court 
should not grant the authority. 
A hearing on the petition will be 
held in this court as follows: 
Date: July 30, 2021 
Time: 8:30 a.m. 
Dept. 9 
Address of court: 

Superior Court of California,  County 
of Imperial 
939 West Main Street  
El Centro, CA 92243 
If you object to the granting of the 
petition, you should appear at the 
hearing and state your objections 
or file written objections with the 
court before the hearing. Your ap-
pearance may be in person or by 
your attorney. If you are a credi-
tor or a contin gent creditor of the 
decedent, you must file your claim 
with the court and mail a copy to 
the personal rep resentative ap-
pointed by the court within the lat-
er of either (1) four months from 
the date of first issuance of letters 

to a general per sonal representa-
tive, as defined in section 58(b) of 
the California Probate Code, or (2) 
60 days from the date of mailing or 
personal deliv ery to you of a notice 
under section 9052 of the Califor-
nia Probate Code. Other California 
statutes and legal authority may 
affect your rights as a creditor. You 
may want to consult with an attor-
ney knowledgeable in California 
law. 
You may examine the file kept by 
the court. If you are a person inter 
ested in the estate, you may file 
with the court a Request for Special 
Notice (form DE-154) of the filing of 
an inventory and appraisal of estate 

assets or of any petition or account 
as provided in Probate Code section 
1250. A Request for Special Notice 
form is available from the court 
clerk. 
Attorney for petitioner: 
Patrick M. Pace 
Pinney, Caldwell & Pace 
444 South Eighth Street, Suite A El 
Centro, CA 92243 
(760) 352-7800 
Electronically Filed 
Superior Court of California, County 
of Imperial  
07/13/2021 at 11:34:13 AM By: As-
tridd Weirner, Deputy Clerk  Legal 
6584  
Publish: July 15, 22, 29, 2021

ANNOUNCEMENT
 

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, 
the most advanced 

debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule 

a FREE LeafFilter 
estimate today. 15% 
off Entire Purchase. 

10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-855-

424-7581 
 

Become a Published 
Author. We want 

to Read Your 
Book! Dorrance 

Publishing-Trusted by 
Authors Since 1920 

Book manuscript 
submissions currently 

being reviewed. 
Comprehensive 

Services: Consultation, 
Production, Promotion 
and Distribution. Call 
for Your Free Author`s 

Guide 1-877-538-
9554 or visit http://

dorranceinfo.com/Cali
 

Water Damage to Your 
Home?  Call for a quote 
for professional cleanup 

& maintain the value 
of your home!  Set an 

appt. today! Call 1-855-
401-7069

 
AUTOS WANTED

 
WANTED! Old Porsche 

356/911/912 for 
restoration by hobbyist 
1948-1973 Only. Any 
condition, top $ paid! 

PLEASE LEAVE 
MESSAGE  

1-707-339-5994. Email: 
porscherestoration@

yahoo.com 
 

DONATE YOUR 
CAR OR TRUCK 

TO HERITAGE FOR 
THE BLIND. Free 3 
Day Vacation, Tax 
Deductible, Free 

Towing, All Paperwork 
Taken Care Of. CALL 

1-877-573-9104. 
 

DONATE YOUR CAR, 
BOAT OR RV to receive 
a major tax deduction. 
Help homeless pets. 

Local, IRS Recognized. 
Top Value Guaranteed. 

Free Estimate and 
Pickup.   

LAPETSALIVE.ORG 
1-833-772-2632 

 
DONATE YOUR CAR 
TO KIDS  Fast Free 

Pickup – Running or Not 
- 24 Hour Response - 

Maximum Tax Donation 
– Help Find Missing 

Kids! Call 1-888-491-
1453.

 
CABLE/INTERNET/

SATELLITE TV
 

AT&T Internet. Starting 
at $40/month w/12-mo 
agmt. Includes 1 TB of 
data per month. Get 
More For Your High-

Speed Internet Thing. 
Ask us how to bundle 
and SAVE! Geo & svc 
restrictions apply. Call 
us today 1-855-397-

7909. 
 

DIRECTV NOW. No 
Satellite Needed. $40/
month. 65  Channels. 

Stream Breaking News, 
Live Events, Sports & 
On Demand Titles. No 
Annual Contract. No 
Commitment. CALL 

1-855-404-2509

DIRECTV - Watch your 
favorite live sports, 

news and entertainment 
anywhere. More top 
premium channels 

than DISH. Restrictions 
apply. Call IVS - 1-888-

641-5762.
 

FINANCIAL SERVICES
 

Over $10K in Debt? Be 
debt free in 24 to 48 

months. No upfront fees 
to enroll. A+ BBB rated. 
Call National Debt Relief 

1-888-231-4274. 
 

Applying for Social 
Security Disability or 
Appealing a Denied 

Claim? Call Bill Gordon 
& Assoc. Our case 

managers simplify the 
process & work hard 

to help with your case.  
Call 1-844-998-1460 
FREE Consultation. 

Local Attorneys 
Nationwide [Mail: 2420 
N St NW, Washington 

DC. Office: Broward Co. 
FL (TX/NM Bar.)]

 
INSURANCE

 
SAVE BIG on HOME 

INSURANCE! Compare 
20 A-rated insurances 

companies. Get a quote 
within minutes. Average 
savings of $444/year! 
Call 1-844-410-9609! 

(M-F 8am-8pm Central) 
 

MEDICAL/HEALTH
 

ATTENTION 
DIABETICS! Save 

money on your diabetic 
supplies! Convenient 

home shipping for 
monitors, test strips, 

insulin pumps, catheters 
and more! To learn 

more, call now!  
1-855-702-3408

 
Lowest Prices on Health 

Insurance. We have 
the best rates from top 
companies! Call Now! 

1-888-989-4807
 

REAL ESTATE/LOANS
 

RETIRED COUPLE  
$1 MIL for business 

purpose Real 
Estate loans. Credit 
unimportant. V.I.P. 

Trust Deed Company 
www.viploan.com 

Call 1-818-248-0000 
Broker-principal 

DRE 01041073. No 
Consumer Loans. 

 
TAX SERVICES

 
ARE YOU BEHIND 
$10k OR MORE ON 
YOUR TAXES? Stop 
wage & bank levies, 
liens & audits, unfiled 

tax returns, payroll 
issues, & resolve tax 

debt FAST. Call 1-855-
970-2032.

 
WANT TO BUY

 
FREON WANTED: We 
pay $$$ for cylinders 
and cans. R12 R500 

R11 R113 R114. 
Convenient. Certified 
Professionals. Call 

312-291-9169 or visit 
RefrigerantFinders.com

 
THIS SPACE  

CAN BE YOURS!  
CALL 1-916-288-6011 

or email cecelia@cnpa.
com 

CLASSIFIED ADS

Call (760) 482-7311 or (760) 222-8799Call (760) 482-7311 or (760) 222-8799

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT  
FILE NO.: 21-517 
The following person is conducting 
business as: 
Terzo Alba Farming Company 2065 
Mets Road 
Holtville, CA 92250 
County of Imperial 
Mailing Address: 
P.O. Box 786 
Holtville, CA 92250 
Full Name of Registrant: 
Ben Abatti III 
1502 Apple Court 
Holtville, CA 92250 
This business is conducted by: An 
Individual 
Registrant has not commenced to 
transact business under the Fic-
titious Business Name(s) listed 

above. I, Ben Abatti III Declare that 
all of the information in this state-
ment is true and correct. 
Signature: Ben Abatti III 
The filing of this statement does 
not of itself authorize the use in 
this State or a Fictitious Business 
Name in 
Violation of the Rights of another 
under Federal, State or Common 
Law. 
Filed with the Imperial County 
Clerk on: June 25, 2021. 
A new statement must be filed 
prior to the expiration date. This 
statement expires on: June 24, 
2026. 
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-Record-
er Victoria Camarillo, Deputy Clerk 
Legal 9053  
Publish: July 8, 15, 22, 29, 2021

PUBLIC NOTICE

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT  
FILE NO.: 21-562 
The following person is conduct ing 
business as: 
I.O.W. 
1941 Imperial Ave. 
Seeley, CA 92273 
County of Imperial 
Mailing Address: 
P O Box 512 
Seeley, CA 92273 
Full name of Registrant: 
Encarnacion Ramirez 
1941 Imperial Ave. 
Seeley, CA 92273 
This business is conducted by: An 
Individual 
Registrant has not commenced to 
transact business under the Fic-
titious Business Name(s) list ed 
above. 

I, Encarnacion Ramirez Declare 
that all of the information in this 
statement is true and correct. Sig-
nature: Encarnacion Ramirez, Own-
er 
The filing of this statement does 
not of itself authorize the use in this 
State or a Fictitious Business Name 
in Violation of the Rights of anoth-
er under Federal, State or Common 
Law. 
Filed with the Imperial County Clerk 
on: July 12, 2021. 
A new statement must be filed pri-
or to the expiration date. This state-
ment expires on: July 11, 2026. 
Chuck Storey/County Clerk Record-
er 
Rebecca Leyva-Balmaceda, Deputy 
Clerk 
Legal 6579  
Publish: July 15, 22, 29, Aug. 5, 2021

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINIS-
TER ESTATE OF: 
Jewell Lang 
CASE NUMBER: EPR000962 To all 
heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, con-
tingent creditors, and persons who 
may otherwise be interested in the 
will or estate, or both, of: Jewell 
Lang 
A Petition for Probate has been filed 
by: John Edward Lang in the Supe-
rior Court of California, County of: 
IMPERIAL 
The Petition for Probate requests 
that John Edward Lang be appoint-
ed as personal representative to ad-
minister the estate of the decedent. 
The petition requests the dece-
dent’s will and codicils, if any, be 

admitted to probate. The will and 
any codicils are available for exam-
ination in the file kept by the court. 
The petition requests authority to 
administer the estate under the 
Independent Administration of 
Estates Act. (This authority will al-
low the personal representative 
to take many actions without ob-
taining court approval. Before tak-
ing certain very important actions, 
however, the personal representa-
tive will be required to give notice 
to interested persons unless they 
have waived notice or consented 
to the proposed action.) The inde-
pendent administra tion authority 
will be granted unless an interest-
ed person files an objec tion to the 

petition and shows good cause why 
the court should not grant the au-
thority. 
A hearing on the petition will be 
held in this court as follows: 
Date: August 20, 2021 
Time: 8:30 a.m. 
Dept. 9 
Address of court: 
Superior Court of California,  Coun-
ty of Imperial 
939 West Main Street  
El Centro, CA 92243 
If you object to the granting of the 
petition, you should appear at the 
hearing and state your objections 
or file written objections with the 
court before the hearing. Your ap-
pearance may be in person or by 

your attorney. If you are a credi-
tor or a contin gent creditor of the 
decedent, you must file your claim 
with the court and mail a copy to 
the personal rep resentative ap-
pointed by the court within the lat-
er of either (1) four months from 
the date of first issuance of letters 
to a general per sonal representa-
tive, as defined in section 58(b) of 
the California Probate Code, or (2) 
60 days from the date of mailing or 
personal deliv ery to you of a notice 
under section 9052 of the Califor-
nia Probate Code. Other California 
statutes and legal authority may 
affect your rights as a creditor. You 
may want to consult with an attor-
ney knowledgeable in California 

law. 
You may examine the file kept by 
the court. If you are a person inter 
ested in the estate, you may file 
with the court a Request for Special 
Notice (form DE-154) of the filing of 
an inventory and appraisal of estate 
assets or of any petition or account 
as provided in Probate Code section 
1250. A Request for Special Notice 
form is available from the court 
clerk. 
Attorney for petitioner: 
John Goodrich, III 
Goodrich & Cheung, LLP 
1275 W. State Street 
El Centro, CA 92243 
(76) 352-8463 
Electronicalaly Filed

PUBLIC NOTICE



PAGE 12 — Thursday, July 15, 2021 

“Derrick had really good con-
trol with his pitches tonight and 
they just weren’t able to hit him,” 
Aguirre said.

Holtville took a 1-0 lead in the 
first inning when Zavien Aguirre 
tripled and scored on a passed 
ball. Holtville increased the lead 
to 2-0 in the fourth after Issac 
Jimenez reached on an error then 
advanced to second on a fielder’s 
choice. Anthony Strahm delivered 
the RBI single to drive in Jimenez.

El Centro scored its run in the 
fifth inning to make it 2-1, and 
then threatened in the sixth with 
two runners on base before Der-
rick Strahm was able to work out 
of the jam.

Holtville has had a busy District 
22 Tournament, opening play 
with a 15-5 win over Sunbeam on 
Thursday, July 8. Zavien Aguirre 
delivered a three-run homer and 
had a two-RBI hit that ended the 
game via the 10-run “mercy” rule.  

On Friday, July 9, Holtville 
hosted Brawley and pulled out a 
5-3 victory behind the pitching 
and hitting of Anthony Strahm. 

The win advanced Holtville to 
the semifinals where it fell in El 
Centro, 11-1, on Sunday, July 11, 
pushing the Holtville team to the 

loser’s bracket where it met Impe-
rial on Monday, July 12, in Impe-
rial. 

Holtville was able to beat 
Imperial, 10-0, getting a com-
plete-game pitching performance 
from Drew Kellum. Braxton Bus-
caglia and Anthony Strahm had 
doubles to lead the Holtville of-
fense and Derrick Strahm got a 
bases-loaded walk to finish the 
game via the “mercy” rule after 
four innings. 

That win put Holtville in the 
championship series against El 
Centro.

Whichever team is victorious 
in the championship game will 
advance to be part of the Little 
League Section 7 tournament 
that will be hosted in the Imperi-
al Valley and feature teams from 
the different districts around San 
Diego. 

The Holtville All-Stars are 
made up of 12-year-olds Zavi-
en Aguirre, Braxton Buscaglia, 
Anthony Cortez, Nate Hulsey, 
Adrian Norris, George Ochoa, 
Devon Ramirez, Damian San-
tana and Anthony Strahm. The 
11-year-olds on the team are Issac 
Jimenez, Drew Kellum, Julian Or-
tiz and Derrick Strahm.

Aguirre is the coach for the 
Holtville All-Stars and Mitch Kel-
lum is the manager.

Holtville Little League 12-Under All Star Drew Kellum crosses home plate for a run 
as Holtville defeated Brawley, 5-3, in the District 22 All-Star Tournament at Mack 
Park in Holtville on Friday, July 9. | CATHI PHILLIPS LARIOS PHOTOS

ALL-STARS
From page 7

Holtville Little League 12-Under All Star Anthony Strahm prepares to deliver a pitch 
during a District 22 All-Star Tournament game against Brawley at Holtville’s Mack 
Park on Friday, July 9. 
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