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HOLTVILLE — For a 
make-believe cat, Dr. Cleo gets 
around, and this Molina Health-
care mascot taught a roomful of 
children the finer points of eat-
ing “ants” and other healthy life 
lessons.

“I liked the food and how they 
taught us how to stay active,” said 
9-year-old Sebastian, a member 

of the Holtville unit of the Boys 
and Girls Club of Imperial Val-
ley.

“My favorite part was when 
they taught us how to wash our 
hands correctly,” said 10-year-
old Stephannee.

In partnership with El Centro 
Regional Medical Center, Mo-
lina Healthcare brought its Dr. 
Cleo’s Cooking Club to St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church on Monday af-
ternoon, July 19, when members 
of the ECRMC dietary staff and 
Molina officials led a class on 
healthy eating, exercise, and per-
sonal hygiene for members of the 
Boys and Girls Club of Imperial 
Valley.

The Brawley unit of the club 
took part on Tuesday, July 20.

Dr. Cleo & Kids Cook ‘Bugs’
Cooking Club Imparts 
Healthy Eating, Other 
Lessons to Boys and 
Girls Club Members

Jazmyn, a member of the Boys and Girls Club of Imperial Valley’s Holtville unit, mixes cereal flakes and almond butter to make a "snowflake ball" during Dr. Cleo’s 
Cooking Club, a presentation by El Centro Regional Medical Center dietary staff and Molina Healthcare officials, at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church on Monday, July 19. | 
CATHI PHILLIPS LARIOS PHOTOS

Abigail, a member of the Boys and Girls Club of Imperial Valley’s 
Holtville unit, snacks on “ants on a log,” a celery stalk with cream 
cheese and raisins, during Dr. Cleo’s Cooking Club, a presentation by 
El Centro Regional Medical Center dietary staff and Molina Health-
care officials, at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church on Monday, July 19.

BY JULIO MORALES
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

OCOTILLO — Though not 
as plentiful as other wildlife, it 
is not uncommon to observe 
the occasional peninsular big 
horn sheep, flat-tailed horned 
lizard or tarantula while hiking 
through the Davies Valley area of 
the Jacumba Wilderness.

Much more common wild-
life sightings include woodrats, 

round-tail ground squirrels, des-
ert iguanas and, up until recent-
ly, black-tailed jackrabbits. These 
days, however, one is more likely 
to stumble upon the carcass of a 
jackrabbit than spot a live one.  

Since February, scores of dead 
rabbits have been encountered in 
Davies Valley, mainly by an Oco-
tillo resident and avid hiker, who 
then reported her findings to lo-
cal, state, and federal officials.

ENVIRONMENT

Viral Outbreak Eyed in Rabbit Die-off 
Suspected Disease in Jacumba Wilderness 
Not Harmful to Humans, Other Species

Since February, about 
100 jackrabbit carcasses 
have been found in the 
Davies Valley area of the 
Jacumba Wilderness south 
of Ocotillo. Although no 
definitive results have 
come back from state 
wildlife biologists, it is 
suspected that there is an 
outbreak of rabbit hem-
orrhagic disease, a viral 
infection that poses no 
threat to humans or other 
species of animals but 
is deadly to rabbits and 
is highly transmissible. | 
EDIE HARMON PHOTO

See DR. CLEO, PAGE 8

See RABBITS, PAGE 10

UPDATE

Seeley Man in 
Crash with Deputy 
Recovering from 
‘Brain Injury’

BY RICHARD MONTENEGRO BROWN
CALEXICO CHRONICLE

A Seeley man hurt in the traffic collision 
that killed a local sheriff ’s deputy and left 

a total of six survivors 
with various injuries 
reportedly sustained a 
“traumatic brain injury” 
and was recently moved 
from the hospital to a 
rehabilitation facility, 
according to an attorney 
retained by his family.

Andres Orozco, 27, 
who was ejected from his company’s work 
truck into a field near the intersection of 
Aten and Forrester roads on the evening 
of June 26 and pinned beneath the vehi-
cle, was still recovering in Desert Regional 
Medical Center in Palm Springs last week 
and was awaiting a bed in a rehab center, 
said attorney Michael Carrillo during a 
brief interview.

Orozco Family’s Attorney 
Speaks Amid Ongoing CHP 
Probe into June 26 Collision

OROZCO

See OROZCO, PAGE 5

A closeup of the CMC Harvesting Inc. work 
truck is shown shortly after a collision with an 
Imperial County sheriff’s deputy was killed. Six 
men were inside the 2021 Chevy Silverado at the 
time, including Andres Orozco, who reportedly 
sustained a traumatic brain injury in the June 26 
wreck. | COURTESY PHOTO

VISIT US ONLINE AT HOLTVILLETRIBUNE.COM
For Recipes from Dr. Cleo's Cooking Club

BY RICHARD 
MONTENEGRO BROWN
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

How widespread the highly transmissi-
ble Delta variant is in Imperial County is 
unclear, but since two cases were found 
among local patients three weeks ago by 
public health officials, no new cases have 
been detected.

COVID

Delta Numbers 
Remain Low, 
Vaccination 
Rates High

See COVID, PAGE 9
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BY JULIO MORALES
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

For the past 30 years, El Cen-
tro resident and garden-based 
community educator Vincent 
Zazueta has been touting the 
benefits of establishing home 
and community gardens. 

His continuous advocacy has 
earned him recognition in the 
Valley community as an urban 
farm adviser and a temporary 
gig last year as a “master garden-
er” for the University of Califor-
nia Cooperative Extension. 

As part of that effort, he 
teamed with the UCCE’s Cal-
Fresh Healthy Living pro-
gram for the production of a 
home-gardening video to edu-
cate the public about the virtues 
of home gardening and healthy 
eating. 

Now, local efforts to promote 
home horticulture, pest man-
agement and sustainable land-
scape practices are expected to 
be given a boost with the recent 
approval of a $133,457 grant by 
the Imperial County Board of 
Supervisors to fund a two-year 
Master Gardener Program at the 
University of California Coop-
erative Extension near Holtville.

The establishment of the lo-
cal UCCE’s Master Gardener 
Program has been a longtime 

goal for its personnel, as well 
as Zazueta, who is no longer 
affiliated with the Cooperative 
Extension but has continued to 
promote home and community 
gardens as an independent con-
sultant.  

“I’m really excited about the 
whole thing,” Zazueta said on 
Monday, July 19. “There’s a buzz 
around urban farming and com-
munity gardens.”

Dr. Oli Bachie, local UCCE 
director and UCCE agronomy 
adviser for Imperial, San Diego 
and Riverside counties, said his 
efforts to hire a local master gar-
dener date back a few years and 
had taken repeated appearances 
before the county’s Agricultural 
Benefits Program Committee to 
secure the grant funding.

Though the Agricultural Ben-
efits Program Committee had 
initially approved grant funding 
for UCCE in October 2019, the 
Board of Supervisors did not 
ratify the grant award until its 
July 13 regular meeting.

The Agricultural Benefits Pro-
gram grant will allow UCCE to 
hire a master gardener coordi-
nator to help bolster the Coop-
erative Extension’s existing edu-
cational and outreach programs. 

Aside from the garden-en-
hanced nutrition education 
that UCCE’s CalFresh program 
has already been hosting, Ba-
chie said he would like to see 
the master gardener expand its 
services to diverse community 
members, including juveniles 
and adults in custody.

The public’s interest in home 
gardening has been evident, and 
likely increased during the pan-
demic. In October, UCCE host-
ed a weeklong gardening work-
shop that attracted considerable 
interest from local community 
members who appreciated the 
opportunity to take part in more 
outdoor activities.

“We saw that people are inter-
ested and they would be ready to 
make use of the open areas they 
have in their backyards,” Bachie 

said on Friday, July 16.
Finding a master gardener 

to hire among local gardening 
enthusiasts shouldn’t be a chal-
lenge either, Bachie said. Once 
the county and the University of 
California, which oversees the 
local Cooperative Center, rati-
fy their agreement, the job will 
be widely advertised to ensure a 
diverse pool of prospective can-
didates.

“We want as many qualified 
people to apply for us to find the 
right fit,” he said.

And while basic knowledge of 
gardening is a must for the pro-
spective master gardener, they 
can also expect to receive addi-
tional training from other mas-
ter gardeners from cooperative 
centers in either San Diego or 
Riverside counties.

Initially, Bachie said he had 
sought about $346,000 in grant 
funds to implement a five-year 
program. As it is, the two-year 
grant award will place some con-
straints on the program’s rollout, 
with much of the first year spent 
on recruiting and training.

Nonetheless, he said he was 
anticipating an opportunity to 
request additional funding from 
the Board of Supervisors in the 
future.

“A five-year term is a good 
term at which the program 
would start to be self-sustain-

ing,” Bachie said.
The two-year program also 

calls for yearly progress reports, 
which Bachie said program ad-
ministrators would be more 
than willing to provide to ensure 
county officials and taxpayers 
can rest assured the funds are 
generating intended benefits.

“I would expect and do not 
want the county to fund us 
without getting some feedback 
on the status of the program,” he 
said.

The need for a local master 
gardener was also made evident 
with the recent creation of a 
Facebook public group page ti-
tled “Imperial Valley Gardening 
Community.” The public group 
was created by two UCCE em-
ployees who help coordinate its 
CalFresh educational outreach 
initiatives.

Initially, Paul Tabarez said he 
and his coworker Christopher 
Wong had invited some friends 
to join the group. Before long, a 
significant number of commu-
nity members expressed interest 
in joining. A recent seed swap-
ping gathering was also consid-
ered a milestone event for the 
group.

“It just took off on its own,” 
Tabarez said on Tuesday, July 
20. “That just highlighted the 
need for a Master Gardener Pro-
gram.”

As an UCCE community ed-
ucation supervisor who helps 
coordinate its CalFresh gar-
den-enhanced nutrition educa-
tion presentations, Tabarez said 
there are limitations placed on 
those events as they relate to 
gardening. The hiring of a local 
master gardener would help off-
set those limitations, he said.

“Once it gets established, we’ll 
have the (University of Califor-
nia) master gardener that can 
provide education where we 
wouldn’t be able to because of 
funding restrictions,” Tabarez 
said. “They’ll be able to provide 
that evidence-based gardening 
education to the public.”

With the pending implemen-
tation of the local UCCE’s Mas-
ter Gardener Program, only 
five California counties remain 
without one, including Siskiyou, 
Modoc, Tehama, Alpine and San 
Benito, said Missy Gable, state-
wide director of the University 
of California’s Master Gardener 
Program.

Since being founded in 1980, 
the UC Master Gardener Pro-
gram has grown significantly in 
scope and impact, according to 
the program’s “2019 & 2020 Im-
pact Report.” 

Through the years it has 
trained more than 32,000 volun-
teers across the state and counts 
more than 6,200 among its cur-
rently active volunteers. 

Among program participants, 
some 74 percent reported con-
tinuously monitoring their 
gardens for insects, weeds, and 
diseases. Another 67 percent re-
ported using plants that attract 
and support pollinators, while 
69 percent reported spending 
more time outside because of 
their program participation, the 
impact report stated. 

“Urban greening lifts morale, 
community gardens improve 
food security, and serving the 
historically underserved ad-
dresses equity and access issues 
that affect livelihood,” the report 
stated.
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OPINION
MASTER GARDENERS

STAFF REPORT

HOLTVILLE — The follow-
ing reports were collected from 
the Imperial County Sheriff ’s 
Office call logs for the Holtville 
substation from July 13 through 
July 18.

TUESDAY, JULY 13
10:24 a.m.: Deputies received 

a report of a 20-year-old female 
subject in a flower-patterned 
nightgown inside the Holtville 
Lutheran Church on Chestnut 
Avenue acting oddly and stack-
ing Bibles. The female subject 
complained of chest pain and 
requested an ambulance to 

transport her to the hospital. 
8:30 p.m.: Employees at the 

7-Eleven store on West Fifth 
Street reported that a shirtless 
male in a white Dodge Ram 
truck was causing a scene and 
yelling at employees over being 
told that the store’s restrooms 
were closed. The man attempted 
to make entry to the employ-
ees-only section of the store be-
fore leaving eastbound on Fifth 
Street. 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 14
8:57 p.m.: The Blossom Valley 

Inn elder care facility reported 
one of its residents, a female 
subject with dementia and 

schizophrenia, was missing. 

FRIDAY, JULY 16
10:07 a.m.: A male subject 

reportedly tried to walk into a 
rear entrance at the Holtville 
Post Office on Fern Avenue and 
identified himself as a federal 
agent before asking for water. 
The reporting party said that the 
man was not making any sense 
and left toward Napa Auto Parts. 

SUNDAY, JULY 18
2:32 p.m.: Deputies responded 

to the corner of Theissen Road 
and Melon Road for reports of a 
bald male subject with no shirt 
swinging a large knife around in 

the middle of the roadway. 
11:19 p.m.: A resident at the 

Spanish Palms trailer park on 
East Seventh Street called 911 to 
report finding an unknown male 
subject in her backyard shed 
while she was outside watering 
plants. The caller said that she 
ran back inside the house and 
her brother went out to check 
the shed, but the unknown sub-
ject was already gone. 

MONDAY, JULY 19
4:49 a.m.: An Olive Avenue 

resident requested to speak with 
a deputy in reference to possible 
drug sales in the area. 

POLICE BRIEFS

Program to Bolster Home, Community Gardens

Dr. Oli Bachie (right), director of the University of California Cooperative Extension, 
speaks with El Centro resident and urban gardening adviser Vincent Zazueta (cen-
ter) during a UCCE garden-enhanced nutrition education presentation at Harding 
Elementary School in El Centro in 2020.

El Centro resident and urban gardening adviser Vincent Zazueta (center) demonstrates gardening techniques during a University of California Cooperative Extension gar-
den-enhanced nutrition education presentation at Harding Elementary School in El Centro in 2020. | COURTESY PHOTO
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BY DANIELA FLORES AND 
LUIS FLORES

(EDITOR’S NOTE: Luis and 
Daniela Flores, co-founders 
of Imperial Valley Equity and 
Justice Coalition, will contribute 
to this newspaper as recurring 
Opinion columnists.)

In the last few weeks, three 
Latino and 
unhoused 

men have died 
on the side-
walks of down-
town Calexico, 
one in an of-
ficer-involved 
shooting, and 
two succumb-
ing to the third 
heatwave of the 
summer. While 
local officials 
often cite our 
borderland 
uniqueness to 
avoid account-
ability over na-
tional social justice movements, 
these deaths link our town to 
national debates over polic-
ing, homelessness, and climate 
change. 

We want to take a moment 
to engage in what the New 
York University sociologist 
Eric Klinenberg, in a book on a 
deadly heatwave in Chicago, calls 
a “social autopsy” of a disaster. 
Looking beyond individualistic 
causes and narrow questions of 
blame, a social autopsy locates 
the social failures in sustain-
ing healthy communities and 
emphasizes our own interdepen-
dence and responsibilities to one 
another.

On June 14, a yet-unidentified, 
65-year-old unhoused man was 
shot at least three times by police 
during an altercation involving a 
younger unhoused man, a knife 
tied to the first man’s wrist, and 
conflicting and vague accounts. 
Just one block south on Paulin 
Avenue, and one month later, 
two unhoused men died from 
heat exposure — one a man who 
went by “Cuba,” and a second 
man who has yet to be identified. 
These tragic events offer a lens 
into at least three dimensions 
of socially produced insecurity: 
(1) the significance of social 
networks and consequences of 
social isolation; (2) public leader-
ship’s apathy over poverty; and 
(3) new consequences of inequal-
ity in an era of climate change. 

Social Isolation 
One of the most striking 

aspects of reports coming out of 
the deaths was the difficulty of 
identifying the three deceased 
men’s next of kin. This speaks to 
the social isolation that accom-
panies, and exacerbates, poverty 
and poor mental health.

The availability of social 
networks, as friends, family, 
community organizations, is 
a crucial avenue for accessing 
information, resources, and as-
sistance. Think of the importance 
of “checking in” on an elderly 
relative every few days. Even if 
they do not mention that some-
thing is wrong, constant check-
ins allow you to discern when 
“something feels off.” When 
someone’s undiagnosed mental 
illness might need treatment, 
when someone needs medical 
care, or could use help to secure 
basic assistance. The importance 
of social networks is heightened 
by language and cultural barriers 
to information and resources in 
Calexico, not just kin, but En-
glish-speaking, bureaucratically 
savvy kin are needed.

Of course, unhoused com-
munities are not without social 
networks. Encampments, and 
nodes of community offer their 
own forms of social connectivity. 
Investing in empowering these 
communities with emergency 
preparedness and sustained 
social services can make up for 
distant relatives. Without social 
networks of kin and community, 
checking in on someone, notic-

ing when someone is in distress, 
and connecting them to essential 
resources, preventable mental 
and physical health crises are 
more likely to end in tragedy.  

Political Apathy Over Poverty 
It would not be an exaggera-

tion to guess that for these men, 
among their most significant 
contacts with public institutions 
came at the end of their lives, 
with police and first responders 
at moments of acute crisis from 
which they would not survive. 
Not unlike the uninsured whose 
first encounters with medical 
service is at the emergency room, 
there has been a hollowing out of 
the preventative care of poverty 
relief. 

Local officials largely under-
stand themselves as city boost-
ers — leaders of a middle class, 
whether existent or aspirational. 
A kind of local “trickle down” 
mentality focuses their efforts 
on securing business opportuni-
ties for external investors, often 
offering low-wage service work 
as economic development. To the 
extent that poverty is a concern, 
it is as an obstacle to economic 
development or as a noble cause 
for private charity, rather than a 
target for public policy. 

But unhoused folks are only 
the most visible expressions of 
local poverty. In Calexico, 22 
percent of households are under 
the poverty line, and with the 
need of two-full time incomes 
to afford a two-bedroom home 
in Imperial County, many more 
are just one illness or paycheck 
away from housing insecurity. 
Calexico has an average house-
hold size of 4.4 persons (com-
pared to the state average of 2.9) 
and yet a median household 
income of $43,500 (compared 
to the $75,000, state household 
median). 

During the pandemic, Calex-
ico had the highest number 
of households at risk of utility 
disconnection from missed pay-
ments to the Imperial Irrigation 
District. Homeowners are often 
more accurately described as 
underwater debtors. Poverty isn’t 
the fringe issue elected officials 
treat it like. 

Inaction and apathy over pro-
poor policy, most recently visible 
in the Calexico City Council’s 
rejection of a tenants’ eviction 
moratorium (in a city of 42 
percent tenants), hero pay, and 
downtown bathroom funding 
that went to a new police car, 
reveals that for a portion of the 
council, the poor do not repre-
sent a population they consider 
constituents. More surprising 
than the 3-2 majority’s resistance 
to pro-poor policy is a reluctance 
to even discuss the needs under-
lying the policy proposals. 

To govern for the interests 
of property owners, external 
investors, and an aspirational 
middle class is, of course, not 
uncommon these days, given the 
political engagement of more 
resourced groups. Why protect 
tenants or unhoused folks if 
many are often unable or un-
likely to vote? That’s the political 
calculation that sustains apathy 
over poverty.

These downtown deaths 
occurred amid political conflict 
over the inadequacy of down-
town public utilities — public 
space, shade, water, and bath-
rooms that serve the needs of 
those who most use downtown 
(and generate agricultural prof-
its). Water and bathrooms were 
imperative during the global 
pandemic, and likely more so 
during persistent heat waves. 
With basic needs uncared for, 
other essential needs, like mental 
healthcare, are not even a part 
of conversations. Most recently, 
Calexico officials expressed no 
call-to-action over an inade-
quately announced and located 
cooling center with limited hours 
at the Community Center on 
Seventh Street. 

Inequality and Climate Change
Just like COVID-19 wasn’t 

the great equalizer, infections fol-

lowed the outlines of racial, class, 
and gender injustice, nor will 
the impacts of climate change be 
equally felt. Rather than being 
particularly prepared for climate 
change, a town with annually 
high temperatures has no plan 
for contending with hotter and 
longer summers. 

Basic needs like shelter, 
food, water, and healthcare will 
become ever more essential 
and contested, as droughts and 
surges in energy use will bring 
the middle and upper classes 
(and agricultural owners) into 
new rounds of resource wars. 
Inequalities in shade, access to 
transportation, and healthcare 

will be most felt by poor and 
vulnerable community members. 
While local officials cannot affect 
the state and national policies 
that could most directly reverse 
our course toward climate ca-
tastrophe, they can mitigate the 
material and health inequalities 
that place our community at the 
front lines of the climate crisis. 

A social autopsy reveals that 
basic needs — shade, water, air 
conditioning, housing, infor-
mation about resources — are 
climate change policy. We fear 
that if local officials were slow to 
act amid the acute emergency of 
a pandemic, they are even less 
likely to respond to a prolonged 

one of climate change. 
Locally, if these tragic deaths 

devolve into individualistic 
blame games, or narratives of 
natural or random tragedy, we’ll 
fail to recognize the social fail-
ures that lead to individual suf-
fering. We are encouraged by the 
coming sunset of the 1990s cult 
of personal responsibility and the 
rise of new social movements. 

Luis and Daniela Flores, 
siblings from Calexico, are 
co-founders of Imperial Valley 
Equity and Justice Coalition. The 
multigenerational group advo-
cates for community empower-
ment, social and environmental 
justice, and health equity. 

As an UCCE community ed-
ucation supervisor who helps 
coordinate its CalFresh gar-
den-enhanced nutrition educa-
tion presentations, Tabarez said 
there are limitations placed on 
those events as they relate to 
gardening. The hiring of a local 
master gardener would help off-
set those limitations, he said.

“Once it gets established, we’ll 
have the (University of Califor-
nia) master gardener that can 
provide education where we 
wouldn’t be able to because of 
funding restrictions,” Tabarez 
said. “They’ll be able to provide 
that evidence-based gardening 
education to the public.”

With the pending implemen-
tation of the local UCCE’s Mas-
ter Gardener Program, only 
five California counties remain 
without one, including Siskiyou, 
Modoc, Tehama, Alpine and San 
Benito, said Missy Gable, state-
wide director of the University 
of California’s Master Gardener 
Program.

Since being founded in 1980, 
the UC Master Gardener Pro-
gram has grown significantly in 
scope and impact, according to 
the program’s “2019 & 2020 Im-
pact Report.” 

Through the years it has 
trained more than 32,000 volun-
teers across the state and counts 
more than 6,200 among its cur-
rently active volunteers. 

Among program participants, 
some 74 percent reported con-
tinuously monitoring their 
gardens for insects, weeds, and 
diseases. Another 67 percent re-
ported using plants that attract 
and support pollinators, while 
69 percent reported spending 
more time outside because of 
their program participation, the 
impact report stated. 

“Urban greening lifts morale, 
community gardens improve 
food security, and serving the 
historically underserved ad-
dresses equity and access issues 
that affect livelihood,” the report 
stated.

LOCAL NEWS

Semana del 26 de julio
The Ever Forward Club ( El Club Siempre Adelanté )

(Originalmente transmitido en mayo del 2018)
Lizbeth Arambula & Sandra V. Romero, Trabajadoras de Servicio Comunitario

(Equipo de Participación Positiva)
Proyecto P.E.T.

Una vez más, ICBHS contará con perros amables, cariñosos y de 
buen comportamiento en las clínicas, estarán allí para conocerte, 
recibir y dar afecto, y brindar apoyo a quienes se presenten a una 
cita de salud mental. ICBHS, junto con entrenadores de animales 
capacitados y la Sociedad Protectora de Animales del Condado de 

Imperial, el Equipo de Participación Positiva regresara. Únase a 
nosotros como Lizbeth Arambula y Sandra V. Romero, Trabajado-

ras de Servicio nComunitario, comparten los planes de imple-
mentación posteriores a la pandemia para este proyecto.

GILGAR | JULY 20, 2021

Con Dalia Pesqueira 

Masking (Again) Becomes A Political Issue

(422) 265-1525

Week of July 26
Positive Engagement Team (P.E.T.): Innovative

Devon Apodaca, Director of Imperial County Humane Society
& Rene Felix Program Supervisor Positive Engagement Team (P.E.T.) Project

 Mental Health Engagement Once again, ICBHS will have well 
behaved, friendly, and loving dogs at the clinics, they will be 

there to meet you, receive and give affection, and give support 
to those showing up for a behavioral health appointment. ICBHS, 

in conjunction with trained handlers and the Humane Society 
of Imperial County, the Positive Engagement Team will be back. 
Join us as Devon Apodaca, Director of Humane Society of Impe-
rial County and Rene Felix, P.E.T. Program Supervisor, share the 

post pandemic rollout plans for this great project.

GILGAR

OPINION
Program to Bolster Home, Community Gardens

El Centro resident and urban gardening adviser Vincent Zazueta (center) demonstrates gardening techniques during a University of California Cooperative Extension gar-
den-enhanced nutrition education presentation at Harding Elementary School in El Centro in 2020. | COURTESY PHOTO

‘Social Autopsy’ on Calexico’s Paulin Avenue

DANIELA FLORES

LUIS FLORES
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REGION

PUBLIC NOTICE

Imperial County Supervisor Ryan Kelley (left foreground) listens to coun-
ty Planning and Development Services Direct Jim Minnick (video screen) 
during a meeting to discuss geothermal and lithium efforts around the 
Salton Sea on Tuesday afternoon, July 20. For the full story, visit our website. 
| PHOTO COURTESY OF IMPERIAL COUNTY

BY RICHARD 
MONTENEGRO BROWN
CALEXICO CHRONICLE

CALEXICO — An Imperial 
County official who has been 
part of the discussion to get 
the free flow of travel restored 
between the United States and 
Mexico was incensed after 
hearing of the 11th-hour de-
cision by the federal govern-
ment to extend restrictions to 
Aug. 21.

“Unfortunately, we, as a city 
and as a county, continue to 
suffer the aftereffects of the 
continuing COVID-19 pan-
demic. We continue to suffer 
because the ports of entry 
have been closed to nonna-
tionals or nonresidents,” Dis-
trict 1 county Supervisor and 
county board Vice Chair Jesus 
Escobar said on Wednesday, 
July 21.

“These travel restrictions 
from a local perspective are 
hindering our local economy 
or causing a devastating effect 
on small businesses,” he add-
ed. “And as such, we contin-
ue to suffer these economic, 
physical, and financial issues 
associated with COVID-19.”

The restrictions, which 
have been in place since 
March 2020 for Mexico and 
Canada, were due to expire 
at 11:59 p.m. July 21, yet the 
announcement still had not 
been made as of late Tuesday, 
July 20. 

The Department of Home-
land Security made the an-
nouncement of the new ex-
tension in a Twitter post 
sometime late Tuesday night, 
and a formal announcement 
via its website still was not 
seen early Wednesday.

“To decrease the spread 
of COVID-19, including the 
Delta variant, the United 
States is extending restrictions 
on nonessential travel at our 
land and ferry crossings with 
Canada and Mexico through 
Aug. 21, while ensuring the 
continued flow of essential 
trade and travel,” according 
to the Tweet. “DHS is in con-
stant contact with Canadian 
and Mexican counterparts to 
identify the conditions un-
der which restrictions may be 
eased safely and sustainably.”

The restrictions apply to 
those who travel on foot or 
vehicle, ferries, rail or to 
coastal ports of entry, accord-
ing to Border Report. It does 
not apply to commercial air 
or sea travel. U.S. citizens and 
legal permanent residents are 
allowed to return to the U.S. 
during this period.

The announcement was 
particularly upsetting to Es-
cobar, who lives in Calexico, 
works in the customs broker-
age industry, and has watched 
the economies of the county 
and his city suffer, he said. 

On top of that, Escobar 
said he has witnessed Imperi-
al County really take hold of 
vaccinating its residents and 
reaching both partial and full 
vaccinations percentages that 
are above the California av-
erage in a state that is already 
doing well amid what is a new 
national COVID surge of the 
unvaccinated.

“We’re ahead of the curve 
from an Imperial County per-
spective. And unfortunately, 
our neighbors to the south are 
still lagging behind from a lack 
of vaccine for the entire popu-

lation,” Escobar said. “There is 
a lack of availability of a con-
sistent vaccine in the northern 
border region of Mexico. Basi-
cally, our southern border re-
ally hinders the main reason-
ing, or the main justification 
from a health perspective, to 
open up our borders, from an 
economic development and 
fiscal perspective. 

“We are literally running 
on running on empty when it 
comes to retail, because again, 
the vast majority of retail, 
especially if you look at In-
terstate 8 south, comes from 
Mexico,” he said. “They can’t 
cross the border and that ad-
versely affects sales, adversely 
affects employment, adversely 
affects tax dollars. And again, 
it’s just a full circle effect that 
that we can’t get over.”

In 2014 Imperial County 
saw 18.6 million people trav-
eling into Imperial County 
from Mexicali through the 
Calexico area ports of entry, 
according to a 2017 Imperi-
al Valley Border Economic 
Impact Study, the last known 
significant study done on the 
regional economy.

An average of 51,100 bor-
der-crossers entered the coun-
ty each day during the study 
period, with 32,300 people en-
tering Calexico daily through 
the downtown port alone.

Mexicali residents were be-
lieved to have spent some $380 
million in Imperial County in 
2016, accounting for 20 per-
cent of all retail, food, and 
drink sales in the county that 
year (of $1.93 billion total), 
according to the study.

Elizabeth Varin contributed 
reporting to this story.

COVID Border Restrictions 
Extended … Again

NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMIN-
ISTER ESTATE OF: Edward Charles 
Thiel aka Edward C. Thiel & Edward 
Thiel CASE NUMBER:  
EPR000973 
To all heirs, beneficiaries, credi tors, 
contingent creditors, and persons 
who may otherwise be interested 
in the will or estate, or both, of: Ed-
ward Charles Thiel, aka Edward C. 
Thiel and Edward Thiel 
A Petition for Probate has been filed 
by: CaSandra Sue Thomas in the Su-
perior Court of California, County 
of: IMPERI AL 
The Petition for Probate requests 
that CaSandra Sue Thomas be ap-
pointed as personal representa 
tive to administer the estate of the 
decedent. 
The petition requests the dece 
dent’s will and codicils, if any, be 
admitted to probate. The will and 
any codicils are available for exam-
ination in the file kept by the court. 
The petition requests authority to 
administer the estate under the 
Independent Administration of Es-
tates Act. (This authority will allow 
the personal representative to take 
many actions without obtaining 
court approval. Before taking cer-
tain very important actions, howev-
er, the personal representative will 
be required to 
give notice to interested persons 
unless they have waived notice or 
consented to the proposed action.) 
The independent admin istration 
authority will be granted unless an 
interested person files an objec-
tion to the petition and shows good 
cause why the court should not 
grant the authority. 
A hearing on the petition will be 
held in this court as follows: Date: 
August 13, 2021 
Time: 8:30 a.m. 
Dept. 9 
Address of court: 
Superior Court of California,  County 
of Imperial 

939 West Main Street  
El Centro, CA 92243 
If you object to the granting of the 
petition, you should appear at the 
hearing and state your objec tions 
or file written objections with the 
court before the hearing. Your ap-
pearance may be in per son or by 
your attorney. 
If you are a creditor or a con tingent 
creditor of the dece dent, you must 
file your claim with the court and 
mail a copy to the personal repre-
sentative appointed by the court 
within the later of either (1) four 
months from the date of first issu-
ance of letters to a general personal 
rep resentative, as defined in sec-
tion 58(b) of the California Probate 
Code, or (2) 60 days from the date 
of mailing or personal deliv 
ery to you of a notice under sec tion 
9052 of the California Probate Code. 
Other California statutes and legal 
authority may affect your rights as 
a creditor. You may want to consult 
with an attor ney knowledgeable in 
California law. 
You may examine the file kept by 
the court. If you are a person in-
terested in the estate, you may file 
with the court a Request for Special 
Notice (form DE-154) of the filing of 
an inventory and appraisal of estate 
assets or of any petition or account 
as provid ed in Probate Code sec-
tion 1250. A Request for Special No-
tice form is available from the court 
clerk. 
Attorney for petitioner: 
Patrick M. Pace 
PINNEY, CALDWELL & PACE 444 
South Eighth Street, Suite A El Cen-
tro, CA 92243 
(760) 352-7800 
Electronically Filed 
Superior Court of California, County 
of Imperial 
07/20/2-21 at 03:08:47 PM By: As-
tridd Weirner, Deputy Clerk 
Legal 6589  
Publish: July 22, 29, Aug. 5, 2021

County Supervisors Hear 
Geothermal/Lithium Plans

BY RICHARD 
MONTENEGRO BROWN
CALEXICO CHRONICLE

CALEXICO — A local woman 
wanted for murder who has been 
on the run since Independence Day 
lost hers for the foreseeable future 
when Mexican and U.S. authorities 
assisted Calexico police in bringing 
her to justice on July 15.

Homicide suspect Maria Guada-
lupe Palacios Perez, 22, of Calexico 
was arrested at a motel in Mexicali 
for the fatal stabbing of 28-year-old 
Michelle Hernandez Durazo in the 
early-morning hours of July 4 at a 
home in the 700 block of Contreras 
Court.

“You can run, but you can’t hide,” 
Calexico Police Chief Gonzalo stat-
ed briefly in a press release, lauding 
the international contingent of law 
enforcement agencies responsible 
for Palacios’ arrest.

Calexico police were aided by 
the Imperial County Narcotics Task 
Force, the U.S. Marshal’s Office in 
El Centro, the U.S. Border Patrol’s 
Intelligence Unit, as well as Agen-
cia Estatal de Investigacion Zona 
Mexicali, which took Palacios in to 
custody on Friday.

A warrant for her arrest had 
been issued several days prior, and 
local police knew the approximate 
whereabouts of Palacios for some 
time, Gerardo said, adding that 
when she would turn on her cell-
phone briefly while in Mexicali it 
would “ping” stateside cellphone 
towers police were monitoring.

However, Palacios would then 
quickly turn off her phone again 
before authorities could triangulate 
her location, Gerardo added.

She was in custody in the Imperi-
al County jail, with her bail set at $1 
million, the chief said.

The fatal stabbing occurred just 
before 3 a.m. July 4, when the vic-
tim sustained multiple stab wounds 
to her legs after a verbal altercation, 
police said in the original press re-
lease on July 6.

Palacios reportedly left the scene 
in a gray vehicle driven by a male 
subject believed to reside in El Cen-
tro, the press release stated. The 
suspect was reportedly identified 
by a resident of the home where the 
incident took place, according to 
police.

It wasn’t immediately known if 
any accomplices were arrested or 
identified.

Officers were initially dispatched 
to the scene by a 911 hang-up call 
when a second 911 call requested 
an ambulance in reference to a fe-
male bleeding profusely, the press 
release stated.

Upon arrival, officers encoun-
tered two subjects who were assist-
ing the wounded female. Officers 
provided medical aid until para-
medics arrived and began initiating 
cardiopulmonary resuscitation.

The female was transported to El 
Centro Regional Medical Center, 
where she was pronounced dead, 
police stated.

Autopsy results showed the fatal 
wound to Hernandez Durazo was 
a pierced femoral artery in her left 
leg, according to Gerardo.

Personnel with the county Sher-
iff ’s Office Special Investigations 
Unit were called to the scene about 
4 a.m. July 4 to assist with the in-
vestigation, the sheriff ’s call logs 
stated.

CRIME
Calexico Homicide Suspect 

Arrested in Mexicali
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Orozco appeared to be the only individ-
ual in the work truck who was seriously 
injured in the June 26 accident that is the 
focus of an ongoing investigation by the 
California Highway Patrol’s highly special-
ized Multidisciplinary Accident Investiga-
tion Team from the San Diego-area Border 
Division.

“Six people’s lives have changed forev-
er and a traumatic brain injury to Andres 
Orozco,” said Carrillo, of Carrillo Law 
Firm of South Pasadena, after first address-
ing the attention that has been centered on 
the death of Imperial County sheriff ’s Dep-
uty Anthony Redondo.

The passing of 25-year-old Redondo, 
who was buried July 10 in El Centro, was 
considered to be a death in the line of duty, 
as he was responding to a call for service. 
Witnesses at the scene, both independent 
and connected to the company the survi-
vors worked for, reported that Redondo’s 
marked late-model sport-utility vehicle, 
had driven through the stop sign and into 
the path of the work truck carrying a crew 
from CMC Harvesting Inc. of El Centro.

Carrillo said on July 13 that his own in-
terviews with occupants of a vehicle unre-
lated to the CMC crew confirmed the other 
accounts that have so far not been men-
tioned by investigating agencies or con-
firmed by law enforcement sources.

“It’s been really difficult for the family 
to see all these dedications to the sheriff ’s 
deputy. We understand he’s the sheriff ’s 
deputy, but the family keeps having to see 
… dedications from all the way to the gov-
ernor to everybody locally,” Carrillo said. 
“And really, based on witnesses I’ve spoken 
to personally, he caused the accident. 

“I understand the dedications but he’s 
the one at fault here,” he added. “So, I think 
that once the truth comes out, once this 
case goes to trial, the public will under-
stand that, yes, he was serving a role and 
duty as a uniformed police officer, but he 
caused this accident.”

Carrillo used the work trial, but as of last 
week, Carrillo said he had not any contact 
with anyone from the Imperial County 
Sheriff ’s Office nor had be started the pro-
cess to submit any kind of claim with the 
county of Imperial. 

About the only legal maneuvering that 
Carrillo confirmed has occurred has been 
to issue “preservation of evidence letters” 
to the California Highway Patrol to gain 
access to the information in the event data 
recorders presumed to be onboard the ve-
hicles of both Redondo and the CMC Har-
vesting work truck now in possession of 
the MAIT investigators.

In absence of knowing whether there 
was an onboard dash camera in Redon-
do’s vehicle, Carrillo explained that many 
late-model make and models have what 
amounts to a “black box” found on an air-
plane, which he said records speed, brak-
ing, change of direction and other critical 
information usually in about a 15-second 
span leading up to an accident.   

Both vehicles were later models that 
would likely have been equipped with the 
recorders. Although the official California 
Highway Patrol press release issued June 28 

on the crash did not provide the make and 
model of the Redondo’s SUV, radio scan-
ner reports and the CHP’s traffic incident 
page from June 26 identified the cruiser as 
a newer Chevy Tahoe. 

The CMC Harvesting pickup, which was 
being driven by 33-year-old crew foreman 
Manuel Orozco of Seeley and Andres’ old-
er brother, was a 2021 Chevy Silverado.

As far as Andres Orozco’s condition 
or severity and nature of injury, Carril-
lo declined to share a great deal during 
the interview last week but indicated that 
27-year-old Andres was no longer in the 
intensive-care unit and was no longer us-
ing a breathing tube. Still, Carrillo said An-
dres never left the hospital and was not go-
ing home; rather, he was waiting for a bed 
to come open at a rehab facility.

Although Carrillo did not share the ex-
tent of Andres’ brain injury, about a week 
after the accident, when Andres was still in 
ICU with an endotracheal breathing tube, 
brother Manuel’s wife, Liliana Ruiz, told 
this newspaper that Andres couldn’t re-
member things and was being kept sedated 
because he was fighting to remove the tube.

The last time Ruiz was contacted for an 
update on Andres’ condition, all inquiries 
were forwarded to Carrillo.

Information on the condition of the oth-
er occupants of the work truck was not im-
mediately known, although Carrillo does 
not believe any of the others to have been 
injured to the degree of Andres Orozco. 

Manuel Orozco, who is also represent-
ed by Carrillo, received a few bumps and 
bruises in the accident, which Ruiz previ-
ously said had mostly been bruising from 
the seat belt.

The night of the collision, Andres Oroz-
co and co-worker Jesse Ruelas, 31, of Impe-
rial were both airlifted to Desert Regional. 
Ruelas sustained a broken shoulder and 
broken elbow, Ruiz said.

Twenty-seven-year-old Sergio Ruelas 
and 18-year-old Luis Amafillas, both of 
Imperial, sustained minor injuries were 
transported to El Centro Regional Medi-
cal Center by ambulance, according to the 
Highway Patrol.

Trent Cox, 18, of Imperial was taken to 

Pioneers Memorial Hospital in Brawley by 
ambulance for minor injuries, the Highway 
Patrol reported. 

It is believed that the attorney retained 
by the other four occupants might also 
have been retained by CMC Harvesting 
Inc., although that could not be confirmed, 
and a message sent to a CMC Harvesting 
owner was not returned late last week.

“These people, at least the two that I rep-
resent, they have families, they have kids at 
home. Andreas is not able to see those kids 
and spend time with his family and do the 
normal things that he should be doing …,” 
Carrillo said. 

“Nobody’s asking about the families, 
whether they’re suffering, whether (Dep-
uty Redondo) did wrong. I mean, it’s just 
really shocking to me, because six families 
are affected and nobody has asked those 
questions,” the attorney added.

To be fair, people have asked how the 
wreck survivors have been doing, it’s a 
question asked on social media, in stories 
in this newspaper, and elsewhere, yet due 
to the nature of the investigation, the re-
luctance of the victims to be interviewed 
and the potential for litigation, the Sheriff ’s 
Office nor the Highway Patrol have com-
mented on the scenario around how the 
accident occurred.

Andres Orozco’s injuries appear to be the 
worst because the circumstances around 
his ejection from the work truck were the 
worst, according to prior interviews with 
Ruiz.

Andres had apparently been sitting in 
the front of the truck between Manuel and 
the passenger, and was not wearing a seat 
belt, Ruiz indicated. When the collision oc-
curred, Andres, like several of the vehicle’s 
occupants, were ejected from the rolling 
pickup.

The CMC truck landed on top of An-
dres and Trent Cox at minimum. A sec-
ond CMC crew that was following behind 
Manuel’s truck as they returned from a job 
site, rushed to the aid of their coworkers, 
using shovels to dig out the men who were 
pinned.

Ruiz said that Andres was not breathing, 
and Manuel had to perform cardiopulmo-

nary resuscitation on Andres to get him 
breathing again. As he lay in the ICU, Ruiz 
said doctors told the family that the young-
er brother had water in his lungs, had been 
placed on the breathing tube and sedated 
for his own protection.

In terms of the crash investigation, the 
local Highway Patrol has deferred to the 
Sheriff ’s Office and the MAIT probe, and 
even the release of information by the 
Highway Patrol on June 28 was brief and 
without the detail provided in almost all 
other accident investigations.

Highway Patrol Public Information Offi-
cer Jake Sanchez, who is spokesperson for 
the Border Division, home to MAIT, spoke 
briefly last week on what usually happens 
in MAIT crash probes but wouldn’t speak 
to this collision specifically, other than to 
say that the investigation has no timetable 
or the type of urgency associated with a 
criminal case due to the fact that Deputy 
Redondo died and no crimes are alleged.

Sanchez placed no timeline, but local 
CHP spokesperson Officer Arturo Platero 
has said previously that a MAIT investiga-
tion could take as long as two years.

A MAIT investigation is exhaustive, 
Sanchez said, and can take months or up to 
year to complete, and that is why the team 
is not called out for every collision. For in-
stance, even though there is a prosecution 
happening related to the migrant crash on 
Norrish Road and Highway 115 near Holt-
ville, the team is still working on that case 
from March in which 13 people died.

Investigators take into account a com-
plete forensic approach into the effort, dis-
mantling involved vehicles and checking 
for physical or mechanical defects, comb-
ing data event recorders, using mapping 
and drone footage of the scene, in addition 
to traditional methods of investigation, 
such as interviewing occupants and wit-
nesses and consulting pathology and au-
topsy reports when a death has occurred, 
Sanchez said.

On the data recorders, Sanchez said:
“That black box literally tells you acceler-

ation, deceleration, steering input, it gives 
you all the information. It’s more advanced 
now, obviously, with newer vehicles than it 
was 20 years ago. There’s a lot of informa-
tion that can be pulled from that device, 
and they take all that together, and match 
it with coroner’s reports and physical evi-
dence.” 

The results of the data event recorder 
would not be made public until the investi-
gation is over, he added.

Meanwhile, Carrillo was not prepared to 
speak about whether his clients would be 
seeking some sort of monetary compensa-
tion for the accident, just to say that clearly 
with a brain injury, Andres Orozco’s future 
earnings, as a father of two young children, 
has been compromised.

What happens next will fall in line with 
the timetables set under California law for 
filing claims and lawsuits. 

The Orozcos or any of the injured in the 
accident have 45 days from June 26 to file a 
government tort claim, which would be on 
or around Aug. 11.

“From there, they have to either respond 
within 45 days or on the 46th day, we can 
follow our lawsuit. At this point, we’re still 
in the investigatory process,” Carrillo said. 
“So, we haven’t found our claim yet.”

OROZCO
From page 1

Attorneys Michael Carrillo (left) and Luis Carrillo of Carrillo Law Firm of South Pasadena speak during 
a press conference in 2018. Michael Carrillo is representing brothers Andres and Manuel Orozco, who 
were among the six occupants of a work truck involved in the fatal collision with the late Imperial County 
sheriff’s Deputy Anthony Redondo. | RUBY GONZALES/SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA NEWS GROUP PHOTO

EDUCATION

STAFF REPORT

Imperial Valley College Superinten-
dent/President Dr. Martha Garcia, who 
has served in the role since 2018, an-
nounced Thursday, July 15, she will as-
sume the superintendent/president role 
for College of the Desert effective Aug. 20.

The College of the Desert board voted 
3-2 in favor of selecting Garcia during a 
special 1:30 p.m. meeting on Thursday. 
She was one of three candidates for the 
position.

Board Chair Aurora Wilson said it was 
a difficult decision but one that represent-
ed each of the board members’ assessment 
of the three candidates’ qualifications and 
the board members’ conscience.

“While a unanimous vote is always de-
sirable on actions like this, this split vote 
represents different personal criteria held 
by different board members,” Wilson said.

The board met in closed session for 
about an hour and a half before approving 
its selection. Vice Chair Ruben AriAztlan 
Perez , and Trustee Bea Gonzalez joined 
Wilson in support of Garcia’s appoint-
ment, while Trustees Bonnie Stefan and 
Fred E. Jandt were opposed.

Imperial Community College District 
Board of Trustees will take action at its 
regularly scheduled board meeting of July 
21 to address the vacancy and establish an 
interim leadership action plan, according 
to an Imperial Valley College press re-

lease.
“Garcia was the first female CEO in the 

history of Imperial Valley College and 
felt it was important to pave the way for 
others to follow.  Under her leadership it 
was especially vital for students to dream 
of achieving their full potential,” the press 
release states.

“Dear Imperial County community and 
IVC campus community. I am extreme-
ly grateful for the remarkable support 
I received as a CEO and as an employee 
of this amazing community college,” Su-
perintendent/President Garcia stated in 
the release. “I am transitioning to a new 
opportunity where I will humbly serve as 
the Superintendent/President for College 
of the Desert in the Coachella Valley. I 
reassure you that Imperial Valley College 
continues to be committed to be a partner 
with all you as it takes a collective effort 
to contribute to the enhancement of this 
community.”

Before becoming an administrator, 
Garcia was responsible for developing and 
coordinating a $5.8 million California Ca-
reer Pathways Trust Grant that enabled 
Imperial Valley College to create Peace 
Officer Standards and Training (POST) 
Level One modular, according to IVC. 
This afforded the college the opportunity 
to offer a police academy locally.

Garcia also developed a multitude of 
categorically funded programs that fo-
cused on serving minority and underrep-
resented students. She has secured more 
than $20 million for Imperial Valley Col-
lege since 2009, according to the college. 

Garcia has been employed at Imperial 
Valley College since 1999 and has held 
several positions under Student Services 
and Academic Services. She graduated 
from Imperial Valley College in 1997 and 

felt that this educational opportunity pro-
vided her the solid educational founda-
tion to achieve success in life, according 
to the press release.

“Dr. Garcia has been a transformational 
leader at IVC and a great advocate for our 
students. She will be greatly missed by all, 
but thankfully she has set the college on a 
clear path to a successful future,” Imperial 
Community College District board Presi-
dent Father Mark Edney stated. “We have 
much to be grateful for all that she ac-
complished as the head of our college and 
for the many more years of service which 
preceded her tenure as Superintendent/
President. I wish her every happiness and 
professional success with her new respon-
sibilities at the College of the Desert.” 

Recently, Garcia worked in collabora-
tion with the city of El Centro, the IVC 
Foundation, local community agencies 
and state legislators to bring Lotus Living, 
Rise Above Resilient Community to the 
Imperial Valley, which provides student 
housing to self-identified homeless stu-
dents, prioritizing former foster youth.

“I am honored and feel privileged to 
have served Imperial Valley College stu-
dents, employees and the entire Imperi-
al County community. Thank you to the 
Board of Trustees and to all who believed 
in me and supported me,” Garcia added in 
the release.

Julio Morales contributed information 
to this report.

IVC’s Dr. Garcia Leaving for COD
President/Superintendent Has Been Hired to Head College of the Desert Effective Aug. 20

Outgoing Imperial Valley College President/
Superintendent Dr. Martha Garcia. | COURTESY PHOTO
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WHERE CUSTOMERS
ALWAYS COME FIRST.

For more energy savings  
tips, see IID’s Summer  
Energy Saving Guide at:
www.iid.com/summer.

A Summer Energy-Savings Tip:

Help maximize your air 
conditioner’s efficiency. 
Routinely clean or replace the 
AC filter. Clogged air filters 
block airflow and affect the 
coil’s heat-absorbing capacity, 
reducing the operational 
efficiency of your AC.

THIS SUMMER

Let’s All Work
Together to

SAVE ENERGY
THIS SUMMER
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SPORTS

HOLTVILLE SPORTS PAGE BROUGHT TO YOU BY:

(760) 356-1192 (760) 356-4381 (760) 337-3883 (760) 356-5800

Barbara Worth 
Country Club

(877) 482-5656

433 W. 5th Street,  
Holtville

(760) 356-4103

LITTLE LEAGUE

HIBERNATION IS FINALLY OVER.
 HEAD TO THE BEACH.
SHOP LOCAL. GO WINE TASTING.

 GET SOME R&R
 IN THE NAME
OF RECOVERY.
 SUPPORT YOUR STATE BY VACATIONING HERE. 
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Team Knocked Out 
Early in Sectional
BY MURRAY ANDERSON
CALEXICO CHRONICLE

HOLTVILLE — For the first time in 
68 years, Holtville Little League’s 12-Un-
der All Star Team is the District 22 
champions.

Little League was founded in 1947 and 
not since 1953 had a Holtville 12-Under 
team win the District title until Wednes-
day night, July 14, at Mack Park here 

when Holtville defeated El Centro, 15-6, 
to claim the title and earn a spot in the 
Section 7 Tournament.

Holtville had to defeat the power-hit-
ting El Centro squad twice to claim the 
championship, getting a 2-1 nail-biter 
on Tuesday, July 13, at Frazier Field in 
El Centro and then breaking open a 6-6 
game on Wednesday, July 14, with nine 
runs in the sixth inning to get the victory.

“That El Centro team is good. They 
were blowing us out this season,” said 
Mitch Kellum, Holtville’s manager. “But 
our kids are all heart and they never say 
‘die.’ They will battle until the final out.”

Holtville Wins Little League District Title
The Holtville 
Little League 
12-Under All Star 
team holds up 
the District 22 
championship 
banner after 
beating 
El Centro, 
15-6, in the 
championship 
game at Mack 
Park in Holtville 
on Wednesday, 
July 14. | CATHI 
PHILLIPS LARIOS 
PHOTO

See LITTLE LEAGUE, PAGE 12
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SPORTS

Streaming Sports 
Authority Icreas-
ing High School 
Football Coverage
BY MURRAY ANDERSON
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

H igh school football 
has always been the 
marquee sport when it 

comes to media coverage in the 
Imperial Valley.

For decades there have been 
radio broadcasts of schools, 
with a few live video streaming 
broadcasts thrown in over the 
last few years. 

The newest guys in the game 
are ready to make the most 
noise when the football season 
kicks off in about a month when 
Valley Sports Network (VSN) 
delivers two and possibly three 
live games to Imperial Valley 
football fans around the world. 

“I made the commitment 
and the investment into this 
and I think there is a need for 
livestreaming more than just one 
game a week,” said Will Torrez, 
VSN’s founder and sales director. 
“One thing COVID taught us 
is that people want to see these 
games. If they can’t be there 
live, they want to watch it from 
wherever they are on whatever 
device they have.” 

VSN has been in the football 
game three years, starting with 
simple highlight packages shot 
with iPhones. Two seasons ago 
Torrez and longtime friend 
and coach Ron Rubio began 
streaming live football games, 
continuing to do so in the 
unique COVID season of 2020-
21 when football went to the 
springtime. 

For the 2021 football season, 
which kicks off on Aug. 20, VSN 
is being joined by longtime 
Calexico radio broadcast duo 
John Moreno and Victor Carrillo 
to deliver a second streaming 
broadcast to football fans. 

“Those guys (Moreno and 
Carrillo) joining us was such a 
natural fit,” said the 57-year-old 
Torrez. “They’ve been together 
for so long, this is just another 
format for them to continue to 
do what they’ve been successful 
at for such a long time.”

While it will be a different 
platform for Moreno and 

Carrillo, the broadcast duo has 
been together on the air for 27 
years, delivering Bulldog football 
games via radio “from the 
Chocolate Mountains to the Sea 
of Cortez.”

This year, Moreno and Carrillo 
will spread their wings and 
deliver broadcasts of not only 
Calexico High School, but a 
variety of games throughout the 
Valley.

“We are excited. It’s time 
to move on and go with the 
technology in this day and 
age,” said Moreno, who delivers 
the play-by-play with Carrillo 
providing the color commentary. 
“It’s going to be different not 
being in our home booth all the 
time, but we’ve established good 
relationships with coaches and 
athletic directors around the 
Valley.”

VSN is considering delivering 
a third live streaming broadcast 
each week which would give 
the young network a firm grasp 
on any of the key games being 
played by a local team.

“We’re talking about getting 
a third livestream going that 
would really have us covering 

the entire Valley every Friday 
night,” Torrez said.

VSN’s highlight packages of 
other high school sports have 
become a favorite among local 
athletes and fans as the network 
began with local basketball 
highlights in early 2020 and 
continued to deliver highlights 
of basketball, baseball and 
softball in COVID-shortened 
2021.

The network was involved in 
high school wrestling in 2020, 
delivering live streams of the 
annual Holtville tournament in 
late January 2020, the CIF-San 
Diego Division III wrestling 
championships from Brawley in 
February 2020 and the CIF-
SDS Masters tournament at 
Southwest High, also in mid-
February 2020.

“There are so many 
possibilities with the other 
sports,” Torrez said. “We’ve 
talked about a basketball game 
of the week, we’ve talked about 
streaming CIF games. We’ve 
seen how popular the highlight 
packages have been so streaming 
other sports is just the natural 
progression.”

VSN Increasing Coverage of High School Football

John Moreno (left) and Vic Carrillo, the longtime voices of Bulldog Radio, will be key figures in the expansion of high school football coverage for Valley Sports Network 
(VSN), which will now have two weekly livestreams and possibly three when the high school football season starts on Aug. 20. | PHOTO COURTESY OF JOHN MORENO

The Valley Sports Network team broadcast the CIF-San Diego Section Masters 
Wrestling Tournament at Southwest High School in El Centro in February 2020. VSN 
is now in its third year of broadcasting live high school sporting events and pro-
ducing highlight packages from local sporting events. | PHOTO COURTESY OF VSN

While there was no Dr. Cleo 
in attendance — the physical fe-
line physician mascot of Molina 
Healthcare does appear at certain 
events across the nation as a per-
son dressed in a giant fur-covered 
suit — Molina uses its Dr. Cleo 
concept to impart health les-
sons to children in communities 
served by the managed healthcare 
administrator, which covers some 
4.6 million people nationwide. 

The big hit with the Holt-
ville children seemed to be the 
“cooking” lessons, where dietary 
representatives and Molina staff 
showed the children how to make 
healthyy snacks from healthy in-
gredients. 

The “ants on a log,” for instance, 
were really just celery stalks (log) 

with cream cheese and raisins 
(ants). 

“I really liked the ants on a log,” 
8-year-old Abigail said.

Saul, 12, added: “I liked making 
the snacks, they tasted good.”

The Molina Healthcare and 
ECRMC staff interacted with the 
club members in a friendly man-
ner, providing paper hats and wa-
ter bottles during the one-hour 
presentation. They also provided 
the children with additional in-
formation and materials where 
they could practice healthy living 
at home. 

“The Molina Healthcare people 
were really nice,” Abigail added. 
“I liked them teaching us how 
to make a snack and wash our 
hands.”

Amber Zamora is Holtville unit 
coordinator for the Boys & Girls 
Club of Imperial Valley.

Marco works on his “snowflake ball” during a presentation by El Centro Regional 
Medical Center dietary staff and Molina Healthcare officials to the Boys and Girls 
Club of Imperial Valley’s Holtville unit at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church on Monday, July 
19. | CATHI PHILLIPS LARIOS PHOTO

DR. CLEO
From page 1

COVID
From page 1
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FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATE-
MENT  
FILE NO.: 21-556 
The following persons are con duct-
ing business as: 
AMF Hay 
275 Walnut Ave. 
Holtville, CA 92250 
County of Imperial 
Full Name of Registrants: Ametza 
LLC 
275 Walnut Ave. 
Holtville, CA 92250 
This business is conducted by: A Lim-
ited Liability Company Articles of In-
corporation: 199807610024 
Registrant has not commenced to 
transact business under the Ficti-
tious Business Name(s) list ed above. 
I, Declare that all of the informa tion 

in this statement is true and 
correct. 
Signature: Anne Irigoyen, Chief Op-
erating Officer 
The filing of this statement does not 
of itself authorize the use in this 
State or a Fictitious Business Name 
in Violation of the Rights of anoth-
er under Federal, State or Common 
Law. 
Filed with the Imperial County Clerk 
on: July 7, 2021. 
A new statement must be filed prior 
to the expiration date. This state-
ment expires on: July 6, 2026. 
Chuck Storey/County Clerk Record-
er 
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy Clerk Le-
gal 9057  
Publish: July 22, 29, Aug. 5, 12, 2021 

PUBLIC NOTICE

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATE-
MENT  
FILE NO.: 21-523 
The following person is conduct ing 
business as: 
Noriega’s Bouncers & Rentals 1504 
Kamm Rd. 
Holtville, CA 92250 
County of Imperial 
Full Name of Registrant: 
Claudia Noriega 
1504 Kamm Rd. 
Holtville, CA 92250 
This business is conducted by: An 
Individual 
Registrant has not commenced to 
transact business under the Ficti-
tious Business Name(s) list ed above. 
I, Claudia Noriega Declare that all of 

the information in this statement is 
true and correct. 
Signature: Claudia Noriega, Owner 
The filing of this statement does 
not of itself authorize the use in this 
State or a Fictitious Business Name 
in Violation of the Rights of anoth-
er under Federal, State or Common 
Law. 
Filed with the Imperial County Clerk 
on: June 28, 2021. 
A new statement must be filed prior 
to the expiration date. This state-
ment expires on: June 27, 2026. 
Chuck Storey/County Clerk Recorder 
Rebecca Leyva-Balmaceda, Deputy 
Clerk 
Legal 9056  
Publish: July 22, 29, Aug. 5, 12, 2021 

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

Pursuant to the requirements of the CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (CEQA) and
the County's "RULES AND REGULATIONS TO IMPLEMENT CEQA," the Imperial County
Environmental Evaluation Committee (EEC) held a public hearing on July 15, 2021 at 1:30 p.m. in the
Board of Supervisors Chambers, 940 Main Street, El Centro, CA to hear the project(s) listed below and
rendered a CEQA determination(s), e.g., Negative Declaration, Mitigated Negative Declaration or an
Environmental Impact Report. (NOTE: Interested parties have ten (10) calendar days to appeal the EEC's
CEQA determination from the date of the public hearing)

(Negative Declaration) Assessment #20-0040: Applicant:Imperial County Planning & Development
Services Department (ICPDS). Pursuant to State law requirements, ICPDS is preparing the proposed
2021-2029 Housing Element to serve as the County's guiding policy document that meets future needs of
housing for all of the County's economic groups. The proposed 2021-2029 Housing Element will replace
the existing 2014-2021 Housing Element. The project is being proposed at a Countywide level. [Diana
Robinson, Planner III at 442-265-1736, extension 1751or by email at dianarobinson@co.imperial.ca.us].

(Negative Declaration) Assessment #21-0006: Applicant: Abraham Gutierrez, Jr., has submitted
Conditional Use Permit #21-0007 to build a new water well for residential uses to pump up to one acre-
foot of groundwater per year. The project site is located at 771 Sidewinder Road, Winterhaven, CA, on
property identified as Assessor Parcel Number 056-470-029-000, and is further described as Parcel 1 of
Parcel Map 891 of the Northeast Quarter of Section 21, Township 16 South, Range 21 East, S.B.B.M.,
(Supervisorial District #5), [Mariela Moran, Planner II at (442) 265-1736, extension 1747 and email at
marielamoran@co.imperial.ca.us].

Jim Minnick, Chairman 
Environmental Evaluation Committee

Si ustedrequiereestainformaciónenespañol, favor de llamar al (442) 265-1736.
KN/DR/JR/S:\Clerical\AGENDAS\2021\EEC\EEC Results\05 27 2021 ND EEC Agenda.docxl

Legal 9055 Publish: July 22, 2021

LEGAL NOTICE

Holtville's American Legion Bradley-Keffer auxiliary Post 138 hosted a successful game of bingo on July 15. Its next bingo 
night will be on Thursday, July 22, at the American Legion headquarters in Holtville. Doors open at 5 p.m. and individuals 
ages 18 and above are welcome to play and support veterans. PHOTO COURTESY OF KAREN GIBBS

Bingo at American Legion Post 138
This comes as overall active 

COVID infections in Imperial 
County are on the upswing, more 
than half of all California resi-
dents are under some form of in-
door masking recommendation 
— vaccinated or not — and the 
Delta variant is now responsible 
for 83 percent of current COVID 
infections in the United States, 
according to Senate testimony on 
Tuesday, July 20 by the director of 
the U.S. Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention.

As Delta infections sweep 
across the country in areas with 
low vaccination rates and among 
populations that cannot be inoc-
ulated, such as minors age 15 and 
younger, the Imperial County 
Public Health Department’s latest 
surveillance report released on 
Tuesday afternoon shows no new 
Delta cases since the initial dis-
covery was announced on July 7.

Testing occurs through genet-
ic sequencing of Public Health 
specimens only, and the two 
cases found had occurred in the 
patients from the week of June 13 
through June 19. Tuesday’s new 
surveillance report, which is cu-
mulative from December 2020, 
shows the latest data for the week 
ending July 3, according to Impe-
rial County Public Health Direc-
tor Janette Angulo.

Public Health is tracking “vari-
ants of concern,” defined as those 
strains of the SARS-CoV-2 virus 
that causes COVID believed to be 
more highly contagious but not 
necessarily more severe. 

As the preponderance of 
the country deals with Delta 
(B.1.617.2), the main variant 
of concern for Imperial Coun-
ty seems to be the Gamma (P.1) 
variant, or what has also been 
referred to as the Japan/Brazil 
variant. Cumulatively, the Gam-
ma variant has been seen 100 
times since December of those 
variants of concern and made up 
all the samples tested through the 
first three days or July, and more 
than 80 percent of specimens se-
quenced through gene testing in 
June.

Claims made by an El Centro 
Regional Medical Center physi-
cian on July 9 that patients had 
appeared in the emergency de-
partment days before his Face-
book Live announcement would 
not have been possible given the 
technology and time it takes to 
verify whether a COVID case 
contains a particular variant 
strain, Angulo indicated. Only 
Public Health officials are in-
formed of the results of the ge-
netic sequencing needed to de-
tect variant types. 

The second-most prevalent 
variant of concern for Imperi-
al County has been the Alpha 
(B.1.1.7) variant, or what is wide-

ly referred to as the U.K. strain, 
which has been detected in 69 
cases since December.

For the rest of the country, the 
surge in Delta to 83 percent of 
current cases is up “dramatically” 
from 50 percent of current in-
fections on July 3, CDC director 
Rochelle Walensky told a Senate 
committee on COVID-19 re-
sponse on Tuesday.

The CDC director said the per-
centage of cases from the Delta 
variant is “even higher” in some 
parts of the country, “particularly 
in areas of low vaccination rates.”

Masking Updates Continue
Meanwhile, following the 

recommendation by Imperial 
County Public Health that people 
return to using masks while in-
doors, regardless of vaccination 
status, 17 new counties issued 
similar recommendations on 
Tuesday, according to published 
reports.

Los Angeles County is still the 
only California county to require 
the return of masking, and the 
CDC nor state Public Health has 
yet to change its current masking 
guidelines to do the same.

Imperial County Public Health 
Officer, Dr. Stephen Munday, is-
sued the recommendation for 
this area late in the day on Friday, 
July 16.

“The Imperial County Public 
Health Department wants to be 
proactive and raise awareness of 
what’s occurring throughout the 
state with the increase in cases 
and identification of variants and 
is recommending the use of face 
coverings while indoors, regard-
less of vaccination status, as an 
extra layer of protection,” Angulo 
said on Saturday, July 17.

“Although we haven’t identified 
as many Delta cases as some oth-
er counties, we highly encourage 
all to continue to practice good 
prevention measures to minimize 
the risk of getting or spreading 
the virus,” she added. “Vaccina-
tion is another great tool that’s 
easily accessible in our county 
that can help prevent the spread. 
If someone missed their second 
dose, it’s not too late to receive it.”

On Tuesday, July 20, with new 
recommendations, some 17 Cal-
ifornia counties have issued ad-
visories and roughly 56 percent 
of the state’s population live in a 
county that either recommends 
or requires indoor masking for 
all individuals.

Earlier in the week, neighbor-
ing San Diego County still had 
not issued a similar recommen-
dation.

As of Wednesday morning, 
July 21, due to current state and 
federal masking guidelines, most 
places of business were still ap-
prising people that masks are op-
tional.

COVID
From page 1

CONTINUE READING AT:
 HOLTVILLETRIBUNE.COM
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Because of the large number of 
reported deaths — more than 100 
to date — state wildlife officials 
suspect that rabbit hemorrhagic 
disease is likely behind the appar-
ent die-off. Yet, determining the 
cause of the rabbits’ deaths has 
proven troublesome. 

When California Department 
of Fish and Wildlife and U.S. Bu-
reau of Land Management per-
sonnel visited the isolated canyon 
in March to try to retrieve a rab-
bit’s remains for testing, none in 
suitable condition were found.

Instead, officials encountered 
multiple carcasses in various 
states of decay, due to numerous 
desert scavengers, as well as the 
hot, dry conditions that cause the 
remains to decompose rapidly.

“CDFW will continue to try 
and confirm the cause of the re-
ported mortalities in Imperial 
County, however the area is re-
mote (access by foot only into 
the wilderness area) which makes 
fresh carcass retrieval more diffi-
cult,” said Deana Clifford, CDFW 
Wildlife Health Lab senior wild-
life veterinarian.

Any potential confirmation 
of rabbit hemorrhagic disease in 
Imperial County would represent 
its first official instance. The virus 
was initially detected in a dead 
wild jackrabbit in Palm Springs 
in May 2020 and has been con-
firmed in both domestic and wild 
rabbits in six California counties, 
including neighboring San Diego 
and Riverside counties. 

In the meantime, state officials 
have advised local stakeholders 
of the apparent die-off in the wil-
derness and requested they report 
any sick or dead rabbits to CDFW. 

Humans, livestock, or other 
species of animals are not sus-
ceptible to rabbit hemorrhagic 
disease. It is solely spread among 
lagomorphs, which includes wild 
and domestic species of rabbits 
and hares, as well as pikas. 

Ocotillo resident Edie Harmon 
was the first to sound the alarm 
about the apparent rabbit die-off. 
While hiking in Davies Valley 
on Feb. 27, Harmon discovered 
nearly two dozen rabbit carcasses, 
prompting her to submit a wild-
life mortality report to CDFW 
later that day.

Two successive trips to Da-
vies Valley in the following days 
doubled that number, as Harmon 
explained in a series of written re-
ports she compiled and emailed 
on March 4 to personnel from the 
CDFW, BLM El Centro Field Of-
fice, Border Patrol, and California 
Department of Food and Agricul-
ture.

“The jackrabbit die-off seems 
significant to me, because I have 
not seen anything like this in all 
the hikes I have made in Skull 
Valley and Davies Valley since 
May 2020,” Harmon stated about 
a March 3 excursion where she 
was joined by BLM and CDFW 
personnel. “We saw no live jack-
rabbits. So, something is very 
wrong.”

Nor has Harmon, a retired 
geography and biology profes-
sor who has lived in Ocotillo for 

more than 40 years, observed any 
signs of an apparent rabbit die-
off in Skull Valley, which is east 
of Davies Valley, since her initial 
discovery in February.

The absence of any observable 
die-off in Skull Valley may suggest 
the suspected disease outbreak 
has been confined — for now 
— to the Davies Valley, which is 
separated from Skull Valley by a 
north-south bearing mountain-
ous ridge.

The highly contagious virus 
is transmitted between rabbits 
through contact with infected 
rabbits or carcasses, their meat or 
their fur, contaminated food or 
water, or materials coming into 
contact with them, said Clifford, 
the state wildlife veterinarian. 

The virus can remain in the 
environment for a prolonged 
amount of time, making disease 
control efforts “extremely chal-
lenging” once it is in wild rab-
bit populations, according to a 
CDFW fact sheet about the dis-
ease.

“It is possible that the outbreak 
is localized but in sparsely popu-
lated areas cases may go undetect-
ed for a long time,” Clifford said. 

Rabbits are also important 
prey for many species that call 

the Jacumba Wilderness home. A 
significant drop in their number 
could reverberate within the eco-
system. 

“There is potential that pred-
ators which rely on rabbits as a 
major part of their diet (golden 
eagles and bobcats) could be im-
pacted,” Clifford said.  

The Davies Valley region of 
the 31,357-acre Jacumba Wilder-
ness is one in a series of valleys 
and canyons that lie within the 
southern portion of the Jacum-
ba Mountains. Its topography 
was succinctly described by the 
University of Montana-hosted 
website, Wilderness Connect, 
as a “fantastic jumble of granitic 
rock pushed up by faults in long-
gone days,” “with large stretches 
of surface cobbles covering the 
ground.” 

People can also unintentional-
ly spread the virus to new areas 
if their shoes, clothing, or vehicle 
tires become contaminated. 

Because vehicular travel is pro-
hibited in the federally designat-
ed Jacumba Wilderness, visitors 
to the area are typically limited to 
the occasional hiker, Border Pa-
trol personnel and the migrants 
who have crossed illegally into 
the United States from Mexico.

The El Centro Sector Border 
Patrol has been made aware of 
the suspected outbreak of rabbit 
hemorrhagic disease but has not 
adopted any formal measures that 
could limit the potential spread of 
the virus by agency vehicles that 
patrol the area, the sector’s public 
affairs office stated.

One recommended way to pre-
vent the virus from being trans-
mitted by human activity is to 
spray the bottoms of one’s shoes, 
equipment and vehicle tires with 
a disinfectant made up of nine 
parts water and one part bleach 
after traveling in areas where 
rabbit hemorrhagic disease has 
been confirmed or suspected, the 
CDFW stated.

Local 4-H officials have also 
been monitoring the situation. 
The organization was initially 
alerted to the suspected outbreak 
in the wilderness not by the state, 
but by members and leaders who 
were “very much in the know,” 
said Anita Martinez, University 
of California Cooperative Exten-
sion 4-H representative.

“We are monitoring it and will 
continue to monitor,” Martinez 
said in May. “But there really 
wasn’t a full need for us to be hy-
per-sensitive to it yet.”

News of the suspected lo-
cal outbreak came amid the 
COVID-19 pandemic, when re-
strictions against large gatherings 
were in place and which appeared 
to have limited local youths’ par-
ticipation in rabbit projects for 
the annual California Mid-Win-
ter Fair & Fiesta, Martinez said.

“We did have a very low num-
ber of animals this year,” she said. 
“And they (were) already doing 
their own quarantine.”

Yet, meetings involving 4-H 
participants with animal projects 
are expected to get underway in 
October and November. As that 
time nears, 4-H officials will reas-
sess the situation, Martinez said, 
adding that any reported out-
break, whether it be among wa-
terfowl, poultry, sheep or rabbits, 
is of concern to the organization.

Years ago, a viral outbreak of 
some sort was reported among 
poultry, prompting a 60-day 
quarantine for participants who 
had related projects, Martinez 
said. And whenever a new case 
was confirmed, it would start the 
60-day quarantine all over again.

“That kind of trickles down to 
the fair,” she said. “If the fair sees 
a concern, they will do away with 
that project.”

RABBITS
From page 1

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

888-670-2510

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

Limited Time O� er - Call for Details

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 
*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  
install and activate the generator with a participating dealer. 
Call for a full list of terms and conditions.   

Guaranteed, modified whole 
life coverage from Physicians 
Life Insurance Company that’s 
affordable and easy to get. 

Final Expenses
Check this off your to-do list!

1-855-923-2253
>> www.life55plus.info/holtville

• Guaranteed acceptance for ages 45 to 85*

• No medical exam! No health questions!
• Lock in your rate for life

*Ages may vary by state. Guaranteed for one of these life insurance policies. Benefits reduced first two years. 
Insurance Policy L770 (ID: L770ID; OK: L770OK; TN: L770TN). 
6238

Call for a FREE, no-obligation 
Information Kit.

The Jacumba Wilderness in western Imperial County south of Ocotillo is the site of a suspected outbreak of rabbit hemorrhagic disease, which it appears is confined to south-
western portion of the wilderness in the Davies Valley. Xs mark the places where infected rabbit carcasses were found.| WILDERNESS CONNECT MAP
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NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINIS-
TER ESTATE OF: 
John Michael Myers 
CASE NUMBER: EPR000967 
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, 
contingent creditors, and persons 
who may otherwise be interested in 
the will or estate, or both, of: John 
Michael Myers, aka John M. Myers, 
aka John Myers 
A Petition for Probate has been filed 
by: Stephanie J. Myers in the Supe-
rior Court of California, County of: 
IMPERIAL 
The Petition for Probate requests 
that Stephanie J. Myers be appoint-
ed as personal representative to ad-
minister the estate of the decedent. 
The petition requests authority to 
administer the estate under the 
Independent Administration of Es-

tates Act. (This authority will allow 
the personal representative to take 
many actions without obtaining 
court approval. Before taking cer-
tain very important actions, how-
ever, the personal representative 
will be required to give notice to 
interested persons unless they have 
waived notice or consented to the 
proposed action.) The independent 
administra tion authority will be 
granted unless an interested person 
files an objec tion to the petition and 
shows good cause why the court 
should not grant the authority. 
A hearing on the petition will be 
held in this court as follows: 
Date: July 30, 2021 
Time: 8:30 a.m. 
Dept. 9 
Address of court: 

Superior Court of California,  County 
of Imperial 
939 West Main Street  
El Centro, CA 92243 
If you object to the granting of the 
petition, you should appear at the 
hearing and state your objections 
or file written objections with the 
court before the hearing. Your ap-
pearance may be in person or by 
your attorney. If you are a credi-
tor or a contin gent creditor of the 
decedent, you must file your claim 
with the court and mail a copy to 
the personal rep resentative ap-
pointed by the court within the lat-
er of either (1) four months from 
the date of first issuance of letters 

to a general per sonal representa-
tive, as defined in section 58(b) of 
the California Probate Code, or (2) 
60 days from the date of mailing or 
personal deliv ery to you of a notice 
under section 9052 of the Califor-
nia Probate Code. Other California 
statutes and legal authority may 
affect your rights as a creditor. You 
may want to consult with an attor-
ney knowledgeable in California 
law. 
You may examine the file kept by 
the court. If you are a person inter 
ested in the estate, you may file 
with the court a Request for Special 
Notice (form DE-154) of the filing of 
an inventory and appraisal of estate 

assets or of any petition or account 
as provided in Probate Code section 
1250. A Request for Special Notice 
form is available from the court 
clerk. 
Attorney for petitioner: 
Patrick M. Pace 
Pinney, Caldwell & Pace 
444 South Eighth Street, Suite A El 
Centro, CA 92243 
(760) 352-7800 
Electronically Filed 
Superior Court of California, County 
of Imperial  
07/13/2021 at 11:34:13 AM By: As-
tridd Weirner, Deputy Clerk  Legal 
6584  
Publish: July 15, 22, 29, 2021

ANNOUNCEMENT
 

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, 
the most advanced 

debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule 

a FREE LeafFilter 
estimate today. 15% 
off Entire Purchase. 

10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-855-

424-7581 
 

Become a Published 
Author. We want 

to Read Your 
Book! Dorrance 

Publishing-Trusted by 
Authors Since 1920 

Book manuscript 
submissions currently 

being reviewed. 
Comprehensive 

Services: Consultation, 
Production, Promotion 
and Distribution. Call 
for Your Free Author`s 

Guide 1-877-538-
9554 or visit http://

dorranceinfo.com/Cali
 

Water Damage to Your 
Home?  Call for a quote 
for professional cleanup 

& maintain the value 
of your home!  Set an 

appt. today! Call 1-855-
401-7069

 
AUTOS WANTED

 
WANTED! Old Porsche 

356/911/912 for 
restoration by hobbyist 
1948-1973 Only. Any 
condition, top $ paid! 

PLEASE LEAVE 
MESSAGE  

1-707-339-5994. Email: 
porscherestoration@

yahoo.com 
 

DONATE YOUR 
CAR OR TRUCK 

TO HERITAGE FOR 
THE BLIND. Free 3 
Day Vacation, Tax 
Deductible, Free 

Towing, All Paperwork 
Taken Care Of. CALL 

1-877-573-9104. 
 

DONATE YOUR CAR, 
BOAT OR RV to receive 
a major tax deduction. 
Help homeless pets. 

Local, IRS Recognized. 
Top Value Guaranteed. 

Free Estimate and 
Pickup.   

LAPETSALIVE.ORG 
1-833-772-2632 

 
DONATE YOUR CAR 
TO KIDS  Fast Free 

Pickup – Running or Not 
- 24 Hour Response - 

Maximum Tax Donation 
– Help Find Missing 

Kids! Call 1-888-491-
1453.

 
CABLE/INTERNET/

SATELLITE TV
 

AT&T Internet. Starting 
at $40/month w/12-mo 
agmt. Includes 1 TB of 
data per month. Get 
More For Your High-

Speed Internet Thing. 
Ask us how to bundle 
and SAVE! Geo & svc 
restrictions apply. Call 
us today 1-855-397-

7909. 
 

DIRECTV NOW. No 
Satellite Needed. $40/
month. 65  Channels. 

Stream Breaking News, 
Live Events, Sports & 
On Demand Titles. No 
Annual Contract. No 
Commitment. CALL 

1-855-404-2509

DIRECTV - Watch your 
favorite live sports, 

news and entertainment 
anywhere. More top 
premium channels 

than DISH. Restrictions 
apply. Call IVS - 1-888-

641-5762.
 

FINANCIAL SERVICES
 

Over $10K in Debt? Be 
debt free in 24 to 48 

months. No upfront fees 
to enroll. A+ BBB rated. 
Call National Debt Relief 

1-888-231-4274. 
 

Applying for Social 
Security Disability or 
Appealing a Denied 

Claim? Call Bill Gordon 
& Assoc. Our case 

managers simplify the 
process & work hard 

to help with your case.  
Call 1-844-998-1460 
FREE Consultation. 

Local Attorneys 
Nationwide [Mail: 2420 
N St NW, Washington 

DC. Office: Broward Co. 
FL (TX/NM Bar.)]

 
INSURANCE

 
SAVE BIG on HOME 

INSURANCE! Compare 
20 A-rated insurances 

companies. Get a quote 
within minutes. Average 
savings of $444/year! 
Call 1-844-410-9609! 

(M-F 8am-8pm Central) 
 

MEDICAL/HEALTH
 

ATTENTION 
DIABETICS! Save 

money on your diabetic 
supplies! Convenient 

home shipping for 
monitors, test strips, 

insulin pumps, catheters 
and more! To learn 

more, call now!  
1-855-702-3408

 
Lowest Prices on Health 

Insurance. We have 
the best rates from top 
companies! Call Now! 

1-888-989-4807
 

REAL ESTATE/LOANS
 

RETIRED COUPLE  
$1 MIL for business 

purpose Real 
Estate loans. Credit 
unimportant. V.I.P. 

Trust Deed Company 
www.viploan.com 

Call 1-818-248-0000 
Broker-principal 

DRE 01041073. No 
Consumer Loans. 

 
TAX SERVICES

 
ARE YOU BEHIND 
$10k OR MORE ON 
YOUR TAXES? Stop 
wage & bank levies, 
liens & audits, unfiled 

tax returns, payroll 
issues, & resolve tax 

debt FAST. Call 1-855-
970-2032.

 
WANT TO BUY

 
FREON WANTED: We 
pay $$$ for cylinders 
and cans. R12 R500 

R11 R113 R114. 
Convenient. Certified 
Professionals. Call 

312-291-9169 or visit 
RefrigerantFinders.com

 
THIS SPACE  

CAN BE YOURS!  
CALL 1-916-288-6011 

or email cecelia@cnpa.
com 

CLASSIFIED ADS

Call (760) 482-7311 or (760) 222-8799Call (760) 482-7311 or (760) 222-8799

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT  
FILE NO.: 21-517 
The following person is conducting 
business as: 
Terzo Alba Farming Company 2065 
Mets Road 
Holtville, CA 92250 
County of Imperial 
Mailing Address: 
P.O. Box 786 
Holtville, CA 92250 
Full Name of Registrant: 
Ben Abatti III 
1502 Apple Court 
Holtville, CA 92250 
This business is conducted by: An 
Individual 
Registrant has not commenced to 
transact business under the Fic-
titious Business Name(s) listed 

above. I, Ben Abatti III Declare that 
all of the information in this state-
ment is true and correct. 
Signature: Ben Abatti III 
The filing of this statement does 
not of itself authorize the use in 
this State or a Fictitious Business 
Name in 
Violation of the Rights of another 
under Federal, State or Common 
Law. 
Filed with the Imperial County 
Clerk on: June 25, 2021. 
A new statement must be filed 
prior to the expiration date. This 
statement expires on: June 24, 
2026. 
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-Record-
er Victoria Camarillo, Deputy Clerk 
Legal 9053  
Publish: July 8, 15, 22, 29, 2021

PUBLIC NOTICE

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT  
FILE NO.: 21-562 
The following person is conduct ing 
business as: 
I.O.W. 
1941 Imperial Ave. 
Seeley, CA 92273 
County of Imperial 
Mailing Address: 
P O Box 512 
Seeley, CA 92273 
Full name of Registrant: 
Encarnacion Ramirez 
1941 Imperial Ave. 
Seeley, CA 92273 
This business is conducted by: An 
Individual 
Registrant has not commenced to 
transact business under the Fic-
titious Business Name(s) list ed 
above. 

I, Encarnacion Ramirez Declare 
that all of the information in this 
statement is true and correct. Sig-
nature: Encarnacion Ramirez, Own-
er 
The filing of this statement does 
not of itself authorize the use in this 
State or a Fictitious Business Name 
in Violation of the Rights of anoth-
er under Federal, State or Common 
Law. 
Filed with the Imperial County Clerk 
on: July 12, 2021. 
A new statement must be filed pri-
or to the expiration date. This state-
ment expires on: July 11, 2026. 
Chuck Storey/County Clerk Record-
er 
Rebecca Leyva-Balmaceda, Deputy 
Clerk 
Legal 6579  
Publish: July 15, 22, 29, Aug. 5, 2021

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINIS-
TER ESTATE OF: 
Jewell Lang 
CASE NUMBER: EPR000962 To all 
heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, con-
tingent creditors, and persons who 
may otherwise be interested in the 
will or estate, or both, of: Jewell 
Lang 
A Petition for Probate has been filed 
by: John Edward Lang in the Supe-
rior Court of California, County of: 
IMPERIAL 
The Petition for Probate requests 
that John Edward Lang be appoint-
ed as personal representative to ad-
minister the estate of the decedent. 
The petition requests the dece-
dent’s will and codicils, if any, be 

admitted to probate. The will and 
any codicils are available for exam-
ination in the file kept by the court. 
The petition requests authority to 
administer the estate under the 
Independent Administration of 
Estates Act. (This authority will al-
low the personal representative 
to take many actions without ob-
taining court approval. Before tak-
ing certain very important actions, 
however, the personal representa-
tive will be required to give notice 
to interested persons unless they 
have waived notice or consented 
to the proposed action.) The inde-
pendent administra tion authority 
will be granted unless an interest-
ed person files an objec tion to the 

petition and shows good cause why 
the court should not grant the au-
thority. 
A hearing on the petition will be 
held in this court as follows: 
Date: August 20, 2021 
Time: 8:30 a.m. 
Dept. 9 
Address of court: 
Superior Court of California,  Coun-
ty of Imperial 
939 West Main Street  
El Centro, CA 92243 
If you object to the granting of the 
petition, you should appear at the 
hearing and state your objections 
or file written objections with the 
court before the hearing. Your ap-
pearance may be in person or by 

your attorney. If you are a credi-
tor or a contin gent creditor of the 
decedent, you must file your claim 
with the court and mail a copy to 
the personal rep resentative ap-
pointed by the court within the lat-
er of either (1) four months from 
the date of first issuance of letters 
to a general per sonal representa-
tive, as defined in section 58(b) of 
the California Probate Code, or (2) 
60 days from the date of mailing or 
personal deliv ery to you of a notice 
under section 9052 of the Califor-
nia Probate Code. Other California 
statutes and legal authority may 
affect your rights as a creditor. You 
may want to consult with an attor-
ney knowledgeable in California 

law. 
You may examine the file kept by 
the court. If you are a person inter 
ested in the estate, you may file 
with the court a Request for Special 
Notice (form DE-154) of the filing of 
an inventory and appraisal of estate 
assets or of any petition or account 
as provided in Probate Code section 
1250. A Request for Special Notice 
form is available from the court 
clerk. 
Attorney for petitioner: 
John Goodrich, III 
Goodrich & Cheung, LLP 
1275 W. State Street 
El Centro, CA 92243 
(76) 352-8463 
Electronicalaly Filed

PUBLIC NOTICE
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Holtville Little League 12-Under All Star Nate Hulsey makes a catch during the 
District 22 championship game against El Centro Little League at Mack Park in 
Holtville on Wednesday, July 14. Holtville defeated El Centro 15-6 and will now take 
part in the Section 7 tournament beginning Saturday, July 17, in El Centro.

Wednesday’s game was a see-
saw affair with Holtville jumping 
on top 1-0, then falling behind 
3-1. Holtville tied it 3-3, then 
fell behind 4-3 for a couple of 
innings before an eventful fifth 
inning ended with the two teams 
tied, 6-6.

With Holtville as the visitor 
in its home park, the squad was 
able to be patient at the plate and 
scored nine runs on just three 
hits in the final inning, taking 
advantage of three hit batters and 
four walks as the El Centro team 
was forced to dig deep into its 
pitching staff.

Holtville’s Anthony Strahm 
batted twice in the inning and 
had two hits and three RBIs, 
while George Ochoa also had a 
single and RBI. 

Nate Hulsey got the win on the 
mound for Holtville, coming in 
to pitch in the fifth inning in re-
lief of Strahm. After a shaky fifth 
inning, Hulsey was able to retire 
El Centro in order in the bottom 
of the sixth to seal the win and 
ignite the celebration.

“That first inning I pitched was 
definitely stressful,” Hulsey said. 
“But after my team got the big 
lead going to the last inning I was 
a lot more confident and was able 
to focus on just throwing strikes 

and getting outs.”
Ochoa was a key to Holtville’s 

three-run fifth inning when he 
delivered a bases-loaded double 
to plate two runs.

“What’s been great is to see this 
team improve every day. To see 
them come together and gel as a 
team has been fantastic,” Kellum 
said. “Coach Orlando (Aguirre) 
and I have been with most of 
these kids since T-ball and to see 
what they did the last two nights 
has been incredible.”

After winning the District 22 
title, Holtville’s All Stars took 
part in the Section 7 tournament 
with three San Diego-area Dis-
tricts.

Holtville faced off against 
Fletcher Hills Little League on 
Saturday, July 17, falling to the 
San Diego-area team 14-1. The 
loss put Holtville into the loser’s 
bracket where they met Spring 
Valley Little League on Sunday, 
July 18. Holtville couldn’t get its 
offense going in the second game 
and fell, 10-0.

The Holtville All-Stars were 
made up of 12-year-olds Zavi-
en Aguirre, Braxton Buscaglia, 
Anthony Cortez, Nate Hulsey, 
Adrian Norris, George Ochoa, 
Devon Ramirez, Damian San-
tana and Anthony Strahm. The 
11-year-olds on the team were Is-
sac Jimenez, Drew Kellum, Julian 
Ortiz and Derrick Strahm.

LITTLE LEAGUE
From page 7

The Holtville Little League 12-Under All Stars celebrate on the Mack Park field 
in Holtville after winning the District 22 championship with a 15-6 victory over El 
Centro on Wednesday, July 14. | CATHI PHILLIPS LARIOS PHOTOS
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