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IN MEMORIUM

Mark Wheeler, Who Had 
Holtville Ties, Dies from 
Cancer Battle at Age 43

BY JULIO MORALES
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

A framed picture of a cancer 
ribbon decorated with the U.S. 
Border Patrol’s logo and ac-

companied by the words “Mark Strong” 
adorns the wall of the El Centro station’s 
muster room, where agents gather at the 
start of their shifts.

The picture frame and its two-word 
motto were placed there by a former El 
Centro Sector chief to honor local Agent 
Mark Wheeler, who at the time was 
battling lung cancer and whose commit-
ment to his work served as an inspira-
tion to his colleagues.

With Wheeler’s passing at the age of 43 
on Sunday, Aug. 8, due to his protracted 
illness, the picture will take on added 
significance and further inspire local 
agents well into the future, El Centro 
Sector Supervisory Agent Joyce Golosino 
said.

“Everyone knew he was going through 
a lot, but he always put on a brave face 
when he came to work,” Golosino said 
in a phone interview on Tuesday, Aug. 
10. “That’s why he is the epitome of 
strength.”

A native of Flint, Michigan, Wheeler 
joined the Border Patrol in 2009 and was 
assigned to the El Centro Sector for field 
training. While in the Valley, he met his 
future wife, Karina Romero, of Holtville. 
Together they would raise five children.

Golosino said she came to know 
Wheeler during his initial stint with the 
El Centro Sector and correctly surmised 
that he had served in the armed forces 
because of the way he carried himself 
and the values he embraced.

Community Mourns Passing 
of Local Border Patrol Agent

U.S. Border Patrol Agent Mark Wheeler died at age 43 in Yuma from his long 
battle with cancer. He was a member of the Border Patrol’s Honor Guard and 
was formerly assigned to the El Centro Sector. He died on Sunday, Aug. 8. | 
COURTESY PHOTO

Agent Mark Wheeler met his future wife, Karina Romero, of Holtville, when he 
was assigned to field training in the El Centro Sector in 2009. Together they 
raised five children. PHOTO COURTESY OF JOYCE GOLOSINO

Council OKs Seeking 
Bids on $3M Project, 

Hears More Methodist 
Church Concerns 

BY MARCIE LANDEROS
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — Newly two de-
cades in the making, the long-awaited 
Holtville Alamo River wetlands are 
that much closer to reality as the city 
seeks someone to build out the nearly 
$3 million project.

The Holtville City Council on Mon-
day, Aug. 9 approved advertising for 
constructions bids in a final push to 
finish the work that started in the ear-
ly 2000s.

The project has been a collaboration 
between the city of Holtville, the Im-
perial Irrigation District, the county 
of Imperial, the Salton Sea Authori-
ty, local wildlife conservation group 
Desert Wildlife Unlimited, and the 
U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, the latter 
of which awarded $2.9 million for the 
wetlands project in September 2016.

CITY COUNCIL

Alamo River Wetlands Build in Final Push

The Alamo River near Holtville is shown. The 
city is moving forward on its wetlands project 
and approved advertising for construction bid 
for nearly $3 million project during the Holt-
ville City Council meeting on Monday, Aug. 9. 
| CATHI PHILLIPS LARIOS PHOTO

COVID SHUTS DOWN COVID SHUTS DOWN 
VIKINGS VOLLEYBALLVIKINGS VOLLEYBALL

Due to a COVID outbreak within the program, 
the Holtville High School volleyball team 
has suspended all practices and games. 

School officials were forced to cancel games 
against Calipatria and Southwest this week, 
but are optimistic the team will be able to 

return to action next week.

see SPORTS Page 12

See ALAMO WETLANDS, PAGE 2

See WHEELER, PAGE 8

BY RICHARD MONTENEGRO BROWN
CALEXICO CHRONICLE

EL CENTRO — Eight COVID-19 patients 
requiring hospitalization were admitted to El 
Centro Regional Medical Center over the week-
end, bringing the total of the coronavirus-in-
fected to 13 on Monday morning, Aug. 9, the 
highest-such patient count seen there for at least 
six months.

“Over a matter of three hours, we received 
eight COVID-positive patients Sunday (Aug. 8) 
… so, we’re starting to see some risky behaviors 
in the community,” said Dr. Adolphe Edward, 
the El Centro hospital’s chief executive officer.

“It’s been a while since the second surge, so 
we’re moving in the wrong direction,” Edward 
said, who added that this high of a number 
hasn’t been experienced at El Centro Regional 
since the back end of the winter surge.

Edward thinks the public health emergency 
that has been comparatively slow to come to the 
Imperial Valley is now here for the long haul. 
He had previously warned that the favorable 
hospitalization rates Imperial County was see-
ing as the rest of the country grapples with steep 
increases in both case rates and hospitalizations 
was coming.

“The epidemiological model, whether you 
believe public health or not, I’m telling you the 
truth, is an increase worsening in September 
and climbing in October, and then plateauing 
in November, and then starting to come back 
down in December,” he said Monday. “We won’t 
see a restful week probably in the hospital until 
the first week in January of 2022.”

The Aug. 9 patient census for Pioneers Memo-
rial Hospital in Brawley was also up, but not as 
dramatically. 

COVID

ECRMC Sees  
Patients Surge,  
Variants Increase

See COVID, PAGE 11
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Central Union High 
School District is 

First to Head Back 
to All-Day, In-Person 
Since March 2020

BY MARCIE LANDEROS
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

EL CENTRO — Southwest 
High was electric with excite-
ment on the first day of the first 
full school year of in-person 
classes since August 2019, as the 
students and staff of El Centro’s 
two Central Union High School 
District campuses led the return 
on Monday morning, Aug. 9.

In March 2020, a worldwide 
pandemic turned the world on 
its ear and schoolchildren across 
the country were sent home to a 
year and a half of distance learn-
ing and modified schedules.

Most other Imperial County 
schools return to their respec-
tive campuses on Aug. 23.

“Man, I am so happy to be 
back. This was like the worst 
summer vacation, and it would 
not end,” said 18-year-old senior 
Jose Garcia on Monday morn-
ing, before the first bell rang, 

speaking from behind plain 
black mask.

“My mom is all afraid of the 
’Rona. I am just glad not to be 
at home anymore,” he said re-
ferring to giant sickness sucking 
all the oxygen out of the room, 
the SARS-CoV-2 virus — or 
the “’Rona” — that has led to 
27,218 cases and climbing of 
COVID-19 in Imperial County.

While faculty and staff were 
preparing, and parents were 
worrying, it was the students 
who seemed apathetic to the 
dangers of COVID, despite a 
new rapid resurgence in cas-
es across the nation in the last 
month. 

Ashley and Arlene Lopez, 

two sisters in the 10th and 11th 
grades, respectively, were more 
focused on moving to a new 
school than fearing catching 
COVID. 

“I am really glad to be here, 
but I am kind of nervous,” said 
16-year-old Ashely, the younger 
of the two, before 17-year-old 
Arlene interjected, “But she’s 
new here. She’s a transfer. So am 
I.” 

“I am really excited to be 
here,” Ashley added. “I am just 
nervous about being new.” 

Arlene simply smile and said, 
“Same,” as they walked off to-
ward their classes, laughing and 
chatting.  

For incoming freshman 

Christyan Pottscott, 14, the 
standing in front of the main of-
fice almost seemed overwhelm-
ing. Christyan stared wide-eyed 
at the students passing, saying, 
“It’s weird to be back. I am really 
nervous.” 

Again, this had nothing to do 
with COVID. Christyan’s re-
sponded with a quick but clear: 
“No. I am nervous because I am 
a freshman.”

Different year, same story. 
Still …

With 274 active cases of 
COVID reported in Imperial 
County by the Imperial County 
Public Health Department on 
Tuesday, Aug. 10, senior Jose 
Garcia’s mother isn’t the only 

parent concerned about their 
child’s safety amid “’Rona.”

“He wants to go back to school 
so much,” Maria Rodriguez said 
of her son as she watched him 
cross through the front gate 
at the front of the campus on 
Monday morning. “But with 
everything going on, I just don’t 
know.”

On campus, faculty and staff 
could be seen milling around 
the chatting students, remind-
ing them to keep their masks 
on, a relatively new directive 
from the state Public Health Of-
ficer as COVID cases started to 
rise again in July. 

Southwest staff directed stu-
dents to classes and answered 
their questions. Maria Muñoz, a 
nutrition services staff member, 
handed out free breakfast to stu-
dents who wanted some.

“It feels good to come back, to 
see all the students’ faces, but at 
the same time we have to start 
new practices for a new year,” 
she said from behind her break-
fast cart, laughing and waving at 
students as they walked past. 

Muñoz was able to provide 
the free meals for students be-
cause all breakfast and lunches 
for every student in the Central 
Union district have been made 
free to help offset any financial 
struggles students might be 
facing due to COVID. Other 
changes included the masking 
requirement, limiting student 
access to working areas, encour-
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EDUCATION

Seeds of the project were planted when 
the bureau deeded the city 15 acres of prop-
erty, IID deeded 16 acres, and the city add-
ed the remaining for the 57.71-acre project 
site in the early 2000s, and all preliminary 
work were completed by 2006. The design of 
the wetlands project was finished in August 
2020. 

The project features 27.5-acre wetlands to 
assist in improving water quality in the Al-
amo River and is proposed to be construct-
ed on the southwest overbank of the Alamo 
River. The other 30-acre project site also 
includes the access road from Zenos Road, 
landscaping, and a walking trail for recre-
ational use, according to the city.

When the bids are due back to Holtville 
was not immediately available.

Holtville Waives Right to Protest
The Holtville City Council approved a let-

ter waiving the right to protest the annex-
ation of an 8.19-acre site along the north-
ern city limits. The City Council previously 
approved the proposed annexation of the 
Melon LLC residential project on Dec. 14, 
2020, for the development of multi-family 
housing. 

Located at the southwest corner of Ninth 
Street and Melon Road, only a small portion 
of the property is actually located within 
Holtville’s city limits. The rest sits just out-
side of town technically but is considered 
part of Holtville’s “sphere of influence,” 
granting Holtville heavy sway over the de-
velopment of the property. 

City Approves Drafts for Housing Ele-
ments

The council approved a draft for one of 
the seven elements needed to complete the 
city’s General Plan, its master development 
guide for future growth. The Housing Ele-
ment sets forth goals, objectives, and poli-
cies to meet the housing needs of everyone 
in the community, according to a city staff 
report to council. 

The state requires that Housing Elements 
be updated every eight years to coincide 
with the Southern California Association 
of Governments’ adoption of the Regional 
Housing Needs Assessment. The deadline to 
have a compliant Housing Element update 
is October.

To update the plan, the Planning Com-
mission held a series of workshops starting 
in February to obtain input from the com-
munity about the housing needs of Holt-
ville. Residents and developers attended 
these workshops, and helped Holtville iden-

tify issues they face, like the impacts of new 
legislation, overcrowding, and homeless-
ness, according to the staff report.

More Public Comments on Methodist 
Church

Although there have been no new devel-
opments, a small crowd gathered at the City 
Council meeting to voice its concerns about 
the Methodist Church property in the city 
being turned into a “welcome center” for 
asylum seekers. 

While most expressed that the church 
should be left as a church, Holtville Cham-
ber of Commerce executive manager and 
Holtville resident Rosie Allegranza had 
something more to add.

“I agree with the man before, and I don't 
know if this has been brought up or not, but 
I have had several conversations about it. 
The country club, I don't know whether they 

are at capacity and why can't they just be, 
or have gone there. So, I don't see the need 
for another facility to house these people. So 
umm... that's all,” the chamber official said. 

In response to the public comments, 
Mayor Mike Goodsell and City Manager 
Nick Wells explained to those in attendance 
that city is limited in what it can do to stop 
the owners from doing what they want on 
their private property, so long as they have 
the necessary permits and comply with city 
ordinances. 

Goodsell also reminded attendees that 
this project is still very early on, and has 
many steps it still has to take, so the wel-
come center might never actually come.

“At the moment, they are only cleaning up 
the property, which is good for the city,” the 
mayor said. “That’s it. There is a lot they still 
would have to do.”

A project site maps shows where in the city the Melon LLC residential project would be annexed into Holtville 
city limits. The city on Monday, Aug. 9, waived its right to protest the annexation. | ILLUSTRATION COURTESY 
OF CITY OF HOLTVILLE

ALAMO WETLANDS
From page 1

OPINION
El Centro Students Return to School Amid ‘’Rona’

Students at Central Union High leave campus at the end of the day on Monday, Aug. 9, the first day of full in-person school since 
March 2020. | CAMILO GARCIA JR. PHOTO

See SCHOOL, PAGE 4
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GILGAR Let's Talk About It!

WELLNESS RADIO
Tune In and Listen:

• 1230 AM, Sundays at 7 a.m.
• Stream on Demand at KXORadio.com

WEEK OF AUGUST 9

Cognitive Processing Therapy 
(CPT)

(Originally aired on February 2020)
With Guest Andrea Platero, APCC Registered Associate, 

Professional Clinical Counselor, Mental Health Counselor, Youth 
and Young Adults El Centro

The Cognitive Processing Therapy (CPT) is 
an evidenced based therapy used to treat 
individuals that are diagnosed with Post 

Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) and other 
related problems. Join us as therapist Andrea 

Platero introduces us to the model and the 
processes of CPT used to work through and 

recover from PTSD.

With Hosts Scott Dudley 
& Maria Wyatt

Do you have something you'd like 
to ask Scott and Maria? 
Send your question to 

wellnessradio@co.imperial.ca.us

www.co.imperial.ca.us/behavioralhealth
(422) 265-1525

¡Exprésate!

WELLNESS RADIO
¡Escuche!

• 1230 AM
• Transmitir a pedido en KXORadio.com

SEMANA DEL 9 DE AGOSTO

Terapia de Procesamiento 
Cognitiva (TPC)

(Originalmente transmitido en febrero 2020)
Francisca Gomez, Trabajadora Social Clínico Asociada 

Registrada Trabajadora, Social Psiquiátrico Servicios para 
Jóvenes y Adultos Jóvenes

La Terapia de Procesamiento Cognitiva (TPC) 
Cognitive Processing Therapy CPT , por sus siglas 

en es una terapia basada en evidencia que se 
utiliza para tratar a las personas a las que se les 

diagnostica con el Trastorno de Estrés Postraumático 
(TEPT) y otros problemas relacionados. Únase a 

nosotros mientras Francisca Gomez, nos presenta el 
modelo y los procesos de TCP utilizados para trabajar 

y recuperarse del TEPT.

Con Anfitriona 
Dalia Pesqueira 

Si le gustaria tener respuesta a su 
pregunta en el programa, envie un 

correo electronico a 
programaexpresate@yahoo.com

www.co.imperial.ca.us/behavioralhealth
(422) 265-1525

GILGAR | AUGUST 3, 2021
As COVID Surges, So Do Requirements

STAFF REPORT

HOLTVILLE — The fol-
lowing reports were collect-
ed from the Imperial County 
Sheriff ’s Office call logs for the 
Holtville substation from Aug. 
3 through Aug. 9.

TUESDAY, AUG. 3
11:47 p.m.: Deputies and 

an ambulance responded to 
the alleyway between 7-Elev-
en and Hot Rods & Beer after 
a male subject fell and hit his 
head. 

TUESDAY, AUG. 4
8:19 a.m.: A Pine Avenue 

resident reported that a male 
subject in a blue shirt and 
jeans was trespassing on her 
property. 

SATURDAY, AUG. 7
3:55 a.m.: A resident of 

Spanish Palms resort report-
ed that an unknown subject 

walked by his grandson’s red 
1998 Honda Civic and broke 
the rear window. 

10:10 p.m.: A Walnut Av-
enue resident reported that 
an aggressive medium-sized 
white dog was in his yard and 
trying to bite him. The call-
er advised deputies that he 
doesn't know who the dog be-
longs to. 

MONDAY, AUG. 9
8:47 a.m.: The owner of an 

apartment complex on Holt 
Avenue reported that an un-
known subject had cut down 
seven trees on his proper-
ty, valued at approximately 
$1,050. The caller requested 
extra patrol checks in the area. 

5:12 p.m.: A concerned citi-
zen reported that a male sub-
ject in a burgundy Ford F150 
truck near the corner of East 
Sixth Street and Grape Avenue 
had “stuff coming out of his 
nose and mouth.” 

POLICE BRIEFS

BY MIRANDA MONTENEGRO
TRIBUNE COLUMNIST

S pike Lee recently served 
as the Cannes Film Festi-
val 2021’s Jury President 

— the first person of African 
diaspora to lead the interna-
tional jury comprised mostly of 
women. 

While making history on the 
French Riviera a few weeks ago, 
it’s a known fact that nobody 
reps New York harder (or as 
loud at Knicks games) as Spike 
Lee and frankly, vice versa. 

True story: Lee had to leave 
Brooklyn because fans kept 
showing up to his doorstep 
unannounced after the release 
of “Do the Right Thing.” Nev-
ertheless, that hasn’t stopped 
the critically acclaimed film-
maker, best known for timely 
and timeless masterpieces 
(also known as “Spike Lee 
Joints”) such as “Malcolm X” 
and “BlacKkKlansman,” from 
leaving the city. 

Lee has been teaching at New 
York University’s Tisch School 
of the Arts in the Graduate 
Film Program since 1993, 

serving as its artistic director 
since 2002. While he is a me-
ticulous fact-checker (code for 
harsh grader?), students have 
affirmed that the director is an 
invaluable mentor who pro-
vides in-depth critique on their 
short films and even arranges 
internship opportunities. 

He is a proclaimed “student 
of cinema” himself and encour-
ages his students to treat their 
film education as a lifelong 
pursuit. Available online, Lee 
hands out a list of films at the 
beginning of each semester to 
his students that he regards as 
“essential” viewing for every 
aspiring director. 

Let’s get to work and stream 
some, shall we?

“THE RED SHOES” 
(Emeric Pressburger
 and Michael Powell, 1948)
HBO MAX, PLUTO TV

What do filmmakers Joan-
na Hogg, Sofia Coppola and 
Martin Scorsese have in com-
mon? Unabashed adoration for 
Pressburger and Powell’s pièce 
de résistance. Frankly, “The Red 
Shoes” is a film about passion ... 
and that shows in every single 
frame. Two words: Technicolor 
heaven. I regard the romance 
as one of the most aesthetically 
pleasing films of all time. If 
you’re interested in program-
ming a double feature, might 
I suggest pairing the 1948 
film with Vincente Minnelli’s 
“An American in Paris” (also 
included in Spike Lee’s list of 
recommendations)? Both films 
not only dazzle with 17-minute 
dance sequences but are quite 

similar thematically: artists 
going after their creative aspira-
tions like there is no tomorrow.

“RASHOMON” 
(Akira Kurosawa, 1950)
KANOPY, HBO MAX

Interested in a non-conven-
tional icebreaker? Ask your 
fellow cinephiles about their 
interpretations of Kurosawa’s 
magnus opus. I guarantee 
that everyone will agree to 
disagree on just about every-
thing. And that’s the point. In 
“Rashomon,” four individuals 
attempt to make sense of and 
recount a man’s murder and 
the rape of his wife. Ever hear 
of the “Rashomon Effect”? The 
term (used to define both the 
psychological phenomena and 
film technique) was coined 
after the 1950 film, referring to 
the tendency of human beings 
to have different perspectives 
on the same event. Other film 
titles that bear the distinction 
of becoming part of the cultural 
zeitgeist: “Sophie’s Choice,” 
“The Full Monty,” “Groundhog 
Day” ... Talk about random!  

“M*A*S*H” 
(Robert Altman, 1970)
CINEMAX

The 1970 dark comedy 
holds the unique distinction of 
having its “spin-off ” (the famed 
television series starring Alan 
Alda) overshadow its own suc-
cess and place in American pop 
culture. Similar to my “This is 
Spinal Tap” viewing experience, 
“M*A*S*H” demands multiple 
rewatches. Too many jokes that 
whoosh right over your head.

“STRANGER 
 THAN PARADISE” 
(Jim Jarmusch, 1984)
HBO MAX

“Stranger Than Paradise” 
suggests that ignorance is bliss 
... and paradise. A dement-
ed, somber paradise at that. 
Yet, Eszter Balint’s delivery of 
lines such as "It's Screamin' 
Jay Hawkins, and he's a wild 
man, so bug off " get me every 
single time. The 1984 absurdist 
comedy about detachment and 
ennui undoubtedly influenced 
the 1990s independent film 
movement, serving as a launch-
pad for filmmakers to make 
personal films (a.k.a. passion 
projects) as opposed to playing 
it safe and catering to studio 
executives. Its master-shot 
vignettes alone are ingenious. 
This cinematic technique (note: 
the film consists of 67 shots 
total) masterfully communi-
cates that while the three main 
characters’ lives are marked by 
dullness, their friendship is a 
source of delight. It takes center 
stage.

“RAISING ARIZONA” 
(Coen Brothers, 1987)
YOUTUBE

The Coen Brothers’ sopho-
more feature is living proof that 
Robert Ebert doesn’t always get 

it right. The famed film critic 
gave it 1.5 stars (out of 4!) and 
frankly, that’s just wrong. Come 
for the yodeling, stay for Holly 
Hunter’s sobbing (also brilliant-
ly featured in James L. Brooks’ 
Broadcast News).

“BOYZ N THE HOOD” 
(John Singleton, 1991)
PEACOCK, PRIME VIDEO (IN-
CLUDED WITH IMDB TV) 

Fun fact: As part of his 
application materials to USC 
School of Cinematic Arts, John 
Singleton submitted a treat-
ment for a story that hit close 
to home. That was “Boyz n The 
Hood.” Singleton’s film direc-
torial debut oozes pure artistic 
and spiritual fervor — the type 
that demands to be seen and 
heard. He was the first Afri-
can-American and youngest 
filmmaker ever to be nominat-
ed for an Academy Award for 
Best Director. Yes, for his first 
feature film.

Miranda Montenegro a Mexi-
can-American filmmaker. She is 
an El Centro resident, a graduate 
of Southwest High School, and a 
March 2020 graduate of University 
of California Los Angeles with a 
Bachelor of Arts degree in English 
and concentration in Film, Televi-
sion and Digital Media. Montene-
gro has interned at Sony Pictures 
Entertainment, Montecito Picture 
Company/Ghost Corps Inc., and 
Focus TV Network. 

OPINION
It's Spike Lee's World

STREAM N' CHILL
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Details Scarce in Fatal Brawley Stabbing, Related Arrest

CRIME

aging social distancing in both 
the classroom and the halls, and 
checking visitors in at the gate 
rather than the office. 

“With everything going on, 
we never know what’s coming 
next. This is why it’s so import-
ant for us to be flexible. Look 
today, we’re back to full masks 
all the time,” said Matt Phillips, 
Southwest High School princi-
pal, just before the school bell 
rang. 

Phillips, principal for the past 
five years, could be seen greet-
ing students he hadn’t seen 
since the pandemic started, and 
introducing himself to new fac-
es. More than once, his voice 
could be heard above the din of 
students, saying, “Now remem-
ber, we need to go slow, to move 
fast!” 

Across town it was much of 
the same at Central Union High 
School on Brighton Avenue, 
where a sea of masked students 
streamed from campus at the 
end of the first day.

The Central district is one of 
the more cautious districts at 
the moment, offering parents 
fearful of a full return to campus 
amid COVID some options. Not 

all school districts are doing the 
same; it is different from town 
to town, based on the whims of 
the respective school boards.

For any parents in the El 
Centro district who feel that 
their child should not return 
to school, a third “campus” was 
created in the Central Union 
Virtual Academy, to address 
the needs of students who are 
not ready to return to in-per-
son study. This school operates 
under an independent study 
model, with students meeting 
with their teacher in person or 
virtually each week. 

Students have the option to 
complete two semester cours-
es every six weeks, completing 
six classes each semester, or 
students will be enrolled in six 
classes that must be attended 
daily, also completing six classes 
each semester. The courses are 
being offered through a com-
pany called Edgenuity but tests 
will be taken in-person.

The office and testing center 
will be co-located at Central 
Union Adult School, but stu-
dents may be dual-enrolled at 
their neighborhood school if 
additional classes are needed 
and may also participate in ex-
tracurricular activities at their 
neighborhood school.

SCHOOL
From page 2

Principal Matt Phillips greets and directs students as they enter campus on 
Monday morning, Aug. 9, the first day of full in-person school since March 2020. | 
MARCIE LANDEROS PHOTO

Records, Former 
Neighbor Paint  
Volatile Picture  
of Relationship  
Between Victim  

and His Ex
BY JULIO MORALES

HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

BRAWLEY — After nearly a week of 
repeated attempts, defendant Kimberly 
Andrea Vega was appointed a local de-
fense attorney to represent her in her 
upcoming trial for the murder of her 
27-year-old ex-boyfriend and father of 
her youngest child.

The attempt to appoint a defense at-
torney for Vega, 32, of El Centro, began 
Aug. 4, when she was initially arraigned 
on one count of murder in connection to 

the June 7 fatal shooting of 27-year-old 
El Centro resident Pablo Dominguez.

Since then, a series of defense attor-
neys had advised the court that they 
could not accept an appointment to 
represent Vega, who is in custody on $1 
million bail, because of their respective 
conflicts of interest.

Ultimately, El Centro-based attor-
ney Jason Amavisca was appointed by 
county Superior Court Judge Monica 
Lepe-Negrete on Tuesday, Aug. 10 at the 
Brawley courthouse’s west department.

With the confirmation of Vega’s coun-
sel, her next scheduled court appearance 
was to be on Thursday, Aug. 12, for a 
readiness conference. A preliminary ex-
amination is also tentatively scheduled 
for Aug. 18, where the court will deter-
mine whether enough probable cause 
exists to hold Vega over for trial.

Aside from Vega, 21-year-old El Cen-
tro resident Athan Emmanuel Estrada 
is also facing one count of murder in 
connection to Dominguez’s death. Es-
trada allegedly shot Dominguez in the 
early morning of June 7 at the Crown 

Motel, located at 330 N. Imperial Ave, in 
El Centro, the El Centro Police Depart-
ment previously reported.

The El Centro Police Department has 
alleged that while Estrada was in custo-
dy following his July 21 arrest for unre-
lated domestic violence offenses, he con-
fessed to shooting Dominguez. 

Estrada is scheduled for a pre-trial/
preliminary hearing setting on Aug. 19, 
where the court will set a date for his 
preliminary examination. He is current-
ly being held in custody without bail. 

He is also scheduled to be arraigned 
on Aug. 19 on a felony charge of escap-
ing from jail with the use of force, ac-
cording to a complaint the District At-
torney’s Office filed Aug. 6 with the local 
Superior Court.

Estrada was accidently released from 
the county jail on July 23 by the county 
Sheriff ’s Office after he reportedly as-
sumed another inmate’s identity. Estrada 
was re-apprehended in Mexicali on July 
30 by Mexicali municipal police with 
the assistance of local law enforcement 
agencies, the county Sheriff ’s Office re-

ported.
Dominguez’s older brother, 44-year-

old El Centro resident George Muñoz, 
has alleged that Estrada had carried out 
the shooting at the urging of Vega, ac-
cording to information Muñoz said he 
received from an El Centro police inves-
tigator.

According to Muñoz, Dominguez and 
Vega had been in a relationship and had 
a daughter together but separated when 
Dominguez decided to change his life-
style.

Court records also reveal that Domin-
guez had two separate criminal cases 
pending against him at the time of his 
death. He had pleaded not guilty in both 
cases, which were dismissed by the DA’s 
Office in mid-July.

On March 5, Dominguez was arrested 
by El Centro police for allegedly batter-
ing Vega near Fifth Street and Heil Ave-
nue, according to El Centro police call 
logs. 

Court Dates Set for El Centro Murder Defendants

Police, Coroner  
Declined to Name  

Victim, But A  
GoFundMe Has  

Been Established

BY JULIO MORALES
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

BRAWLEY — The Brawley 
Police Department’s investiga-
tion into the fatal stabbing of 
an unidentified individual on 
the morning of Thursday, Aug. 
5 remains ongoing, though po-
lice are not anticipating any ad-
ditional arrests. 

Following the stabbing that 
occurred about 1:45 a.m. in the 

1000 block of G Street, 23-year-
old Brawley resident Miguel 
Angel Castillo was taken into 
custody by Brawley police at 
an undisclosed location. 

“We do believe that he is 
the sole suspect at this point 
based on the information that 
we have,” Brawley Police Chief 
Jimmy Duran said on Monday, 
Aug. 9.

Duran declined to release the 
identity of the victim, as did 
the county coroner’s division, 
which referred inquiries to the 
Brawley Police Department.

Nor would Duran disclose 
whether Castillo and the vic-
tim had known one another 
prior to their alleged fatal en-
counter.

The Police Department was 
expected to submit its crimi-

nal case against Castillo to the 
county District Attorney’s Of-
fice on Aug. 9 for review and 
potential prosecution. The de-
partment’s criminal case accus-
es Castillo of murder and no 
other crime, Duran said.

A GoFundMe fundraiser 
appears to have been estab-
lished by a family member of 
the deceased to help cover fu-
neral expenses. The GoFund-
Me fundraiser seeks to raise 
$10,000 and could be found on 
the “Imperial Valley Scanner 
Radio” Facebook page, where 
news of the fatal stabbing and 
Castillo’s arrest was shared as 
the events transpired on Aug. 
5. 

The victim is identified as 

18-year-old Ceasar Lopez, 
and although the GoFundMe 
page does not specifically state 
which city Lopez is from, his 
family members are Brawley 
residents.

“Ceasar was an amazing son, 
brother, nephew & cousin. He 
will always be remembered for 
his goofy ways and always do-
ing the craziest dares to make 
others laugh. (He) was only 18 
years old and had his whole life 
ahead of him. We were never 
prepared for this tragic event,” 
a message from a family mem-
ber states on the site. 

An initial attempt to reach 
family members of the de-
ceased for comment proved 
unsuccessful. 

CONTINUE READING THIS STORY AT: 
HOLTVILLETRIBUNE.COM

Following a fatal stabbing that oc-
curred in the 1000 block of G Street 
(facing east from Cesar Chavez 
Street), Brawley resident Miguel An-
gel Castillo (inset), 23, was taken into 
custody on suspicion of murder. | IM-
PERIAL COUNTY JAIL AND COURTESY 
PHOTO ILLUSTRATION 
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Holtville Unified School District today announced an amendment to its policy for providing meals to students 
under the National School Lunch/School Breakfast Programs. The district will be participating in the federally 
funded Seamless Summer Option for the 2021-2022 school year. All enrolled students will be provided a nutritious 

lunch and breakfast every day at no charge at the following sites:

•Emmett S. Finley Elementary •Pine Elementary
•Holtville Middle School •Holtville High School

For additional information, please contact:
Lucy Chabolla, Food Service Department, 627 E 6th St. Holtville, Ca. 92250, 

(760) 356-4266, lchabolla@husd.net
In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in 
or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, sex, disability, age, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity in any program or activity 

conducted or funded by USDA. Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.), should 
contact the Agency (State or local) where they applied for benefits. Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities may contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-
8339. Additionally, program information may be made available in languages other than English. To file a program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, 
(AD-3027) found online at: http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html , and at any USDA office, or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the 

form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by: 1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture 
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights 

1400 Independence Avenue, SW 
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; (2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or (3) email: program.intake@usda.gov.                                                                                                                                                  

 
This institution is an equal opportunity provider

El Distrito Escolar Unificado de Holtville hoy anuncio una enmienda a su póliza para proveer comidas a 
estudiantes bajo el Programa Nacional de Almuerzos Escolares /Programa Nacional de Desayunos 

Escolares El distrito estará participando en el Programa de Servicios Alimenticios de Verano financiado con fondos 
federales para el año escolar 2021-2022. A todos los estudiantes se les proveerá desayuno y almuerzo nutritivos 

todos los días sin ningún costo en los siguientes sitios:

•Emmett S. Finley Elementary •Pine Elementary
•Holtville Middle School •Holtville High School

Para obtener información adicional, comuníquese con:
Lucy Chabolla, Food Service Department, 627 E 6th St. Holtville, Ca. 92250, (760) 356-4266, 

lchabolla@husd.net
Conforme a las leyes federales y a los derechos civiles, reglamentos y políticas del Departamento de Agricultura de los Estados Unidos (U.S. Departamento de Agricultura, USDA), se prohíbe a esta 

institución discriminar por motivo de raza, color, nacionalidad, sexo, edad, discapacidad y reprimir o tomar represalias por actividades realizadas en el pasado relacionadas con los derechos civiles. 
(No todos los principios de prohibición se aplican a todos los programas). Las personas discapacitadas que requieran medios alternos para que se les comunique la información de un programa 
(por ejemplo, braille, letra agrandada, grabación de audio, lenguaje de señas estadounidense, etc.) deberán comunicarse con la agencia estatal o local responsable de administrar el programa o 

el TARGET Center del USDA al (202) 720-2600 (voz y TTY) o comunicarse con el USDA a través del Servicio Federal de Transmisión de Información al (800) 877-8339. La información del programa 
también está disponible en otros idiomas además del inglés.                                                                                                                                                                                                                      Para 

presentar una queja por alegada discriminación, complete el formulario de quejas por discriminación del programa del USDA, AD-3027, que podrá encontrar en línea en http://www.ocio. 
usda.gov/sites/default/files/docs/2012/Spanish_Form_508_ Compliant_6_8_12_0.pdf o en cualquier oficina del USDA o escriba una carta dirigida al USDA que incluya toda la información 

solicitada en el formulario. Para solicitar una copia del formulario de presentación de quejas, comuníquese al (866) 632-9992. Envie su formulario o carta completos al USDA por correo                                                                                                                                           
                                     U.S. Department of Agriculture Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights                                                                                                                                              1400 

Independence Avenue, SW Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 fax: (202) 690-7442; o correo electrónico: program.intake@usda.gov.
 Esta institución ofrece igualdad de oportunidades.

BY ELIZABETH VARIN
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

In just about a month, Im-
perial County will be part of a 
statewide election to decide if 
Gov. Gavin Newsom should be 
recalled. 

Ballots will start to be mailed 
out next week to all registered 
voters in Imperial County. 

Less than two months later 
some areas of the county will 
head to the polls again to vote 
for county water or school dis-
trict board members or a util-
ity tax.

Eleven total positions on 
the Meadows Union School 
District, Salton Community 
Services District, Seeley Coun-
ty Water District and Winter-
haven County Water District 
boards will be up for election 
in November, as well as Mea-

sure U utility users’ tax in 
Brawley.

“The timeframe between the 
date the Sept. 14 Gubernatorial 
Recall Election was announced 
and Election Day is a very small 
window for elections staff to 
prepare for a countywide elec-
tion,” wrote Gilbert Rebollar, 
county public information of-
ficer, in an email. “However, I 
am confident we will be able to 
meet all deadlines to adminis-
ter this election.  At the same 
time, we are planning for the 
Nov. 2 Consolidated Election 
which is much smaller in size.

“Plans are currently being 
developed to educate voters on 
the elections, early voting op-
portunities, Election Day pro-
cedures, etc.,” he stated.

Ballots will be mailed 
countywide to all registered 
voters for both the Sept. 14 re-

call election and all registered 
voters within the respective 
districts up for election for the 
Nov. 2 consolidated election. 

County Has Tight Time-
frame for Redistricting

Imperial County officials are 
also working on plans for how 

different districts will look for 
the next 10 years. 

The county is spearheading 
efforts to redistrict, or the way 
districts are changed that de-
termine who represents people 
in the region. 

A first look at local level raw 

data is set to go to each state 
later this week, said Intergov-
ernmental Relations Director 
Rebecca Terrazas-Baxter. The 
county has already started 
building a timeline that will be 
brought to the Imperial Coun-
ty Board of Supervisors later 
this month. There are meetings 
planned and at least six public 
hearings to discuss redistrict-
ing plans, she said. The goal is 
to have districts drawn out and 
voted on by mid-November to 
have them in place by the legal 
deadline of mid-December.

“It’s going to be tight,” she 
said. “We’ll have to have back-
to-back meetings for two and a 
half months.”

The Board of Supervisors 
has solicited applications for 
individuals to serve on the 
redistricting commission, ac-
cording to Rebollar. 

COUNTY

Elections, Redistricting Coming Up for Imperial County

A sign outside the County Administration Center in El Centro points to an early 
polling site for the November 2020 General Election. A Sept. 14 gubernatorial recall 
election and a Nov. 2 consolidated election are quickly coming up. | FILE PHOTO

BY ELIZABETH VARIN
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

Imperial County continues 
to lead the state in some agri-
cultural commodities, despite 
a year dealing with COVID-19.

The total gross value of agri-
culture in Imperial County for 
2020 was $2,026,427,000, ac-
cording to the latest Agricultur-
al Crop and Livestock Report 
for Imperial County released by 
the Imperial County Agricul-
tural Commissioner’s Office on 
Tuesday, Aug. 10. 

Livestock remained a large 
category in the county, with a 
gross value of $490,633,000, 
according to the report. Of 
that total, feedlot cattle made 
up a majority with a gross val-

ue of $427,087,000, followed 
by miscellaneous livestock 
at $43,566,000 and aquatic 
products like fish and algae at 
$19,980,000 gross value. 

Miscellaneous livestock in-
cludes calves, replacement cat-
tle, dairy animals, milk, ma-
nure/compost, sheep, wool, and 
California Mid-Winter Fair & 
Fiesta show animals. 

“We know that there was a 
disruption in processing na-
tionwide due to the pandem-
ic,” Agricultural Commissioner 
Carlos Ortiz said on Tuesday. 
“Some processing facilities low-
ered their capacity or temporar-
ily shut down. We did see a 1.10 
percent decrease in the num-
ber of head and a 5.92 percent 
decrease in the price per head 

from 2019. Field crops we also 
saw a decrease in value of 10.73 
percent. It was due to lower 
market prices and a decrease in 
harvested acres.”

Cattle was the largest agri-
cultural commodity in 2020. 
The next highest agricultural 
commodity was alfalfa hay at 
$200,441,000 and leaf lettuce at 
$110,052,000.

“We can see there was a de-
crease in overall harvested 
acres, by 6.29 percent, but we 
actually had a 0.53 percent in-
crease in gross value, and that’s 
basically because of vegetables 
and fruit,” he said. “Sweet corn 
moved from No. 16 to No. 4, 
mainly due to better market 
prices.”

Vegetable and melon 

crops had a gross value of 
$895,978,000, while field 
crops had a gross value of 
$444,693,000. Other sub-indus-
tries include seed and nursery 
products with a gross value of 
$95,330,000, fruit and nut crops 
at $94,574,000, and apiary prod-
ucts at $5,219,000.

Part of the 2020 report also 
showed how the county com-
pared to the rest of the state in 
2019. 

In 2019, Imperial Coun-
ty ranked No. 9 of 58 counties 
in the state with a gross value 
of agricultural production at 
$2.016 billion. According to the 
2019-2020 review of the 2019 ag 
statistics by the California De-
partment of Food and Agricul-
ture, Imperial County was the 

sole producer of sugar beets and 
the No. 1 producer of alfalfa hay, 
sweet corn, Sudan hay and alfal-
fa seed. Imperial County was 
among the top-five producers of 
cattle and calves, broccoli, car-
rots, spinach, vegetable, dates, 
wheat, cantaloupes, grapefruit, 
dates, cauliflower, onions, pota-
toes, cabbage, watermelons and 
honeydew melons. 

There were 459,616 farm-
able acres in the Imperial Val-
ley, with an additional 14,782 
acres in the Bard/Winterhaven 
area and 7,794 acres in the Palo 
Verde area. 

Last week, the Ag Commis-
sion’s Office unveiled the 2021 
Crop Report Plus, a deeper dive 
that takes into account not just 
crop values, but employment in 

AGRICULTURE

Crop Report: Imperial County Cattle Still No. 1 in Ag Value
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IID
A century of service.

STAFF REPORT

Imperial County Undersheriff Fred Miramon-
tes has announced his candidacy for sheriff, ac-
cording to a press release. The election will be in 
June 2022.

“My past experience and my current time in 
service with the Imperial County Sheriff ’s Office 
make me a candidate with a unique background, 
understanding and experience to take the Sher-
iff ’s Office to the next level of service within our 
communities,” Miramontes stated in a press re-
lease.  

“Our current sheriff, Ray Loera, is leaving 
some big shoes to fill when he retires at the end 
of this term. However, after working closely with 
him for more than 15 years, I am confident I can 
build upon his outstanding contributions,” Mira-
montes stated.

Miramontes has 45 years of law enforcement 
experience; 22 of those years were in upper man-
agement.

He began as a patrol officer with the Brawley 
Police Department. After three years, Miramon-
tes moved on to the California Highway Patrol, 
where he spent the next 29 years, the last sev-
en as a lieutenant commander. In that capacity, 
he supervised the Calexico CHP Commercial 
Inspection Facility and was engaged in special 
assignments including supervision of the Desert 
(Imperial/Riverside Counties) Officer-Involved 
Shooting Team and a statewide assignment on 
a Department Commercial Enforcement Audit 
Team. 

He has spent the last 15 years as undersheriff 
for the Imperial County Sheriff ’s Office, the de-
partment’s second in command. In that capacity, 
he has directed and managed daily law enforce-
ment and jail operations of the department and 
led efforts to bring state and federal grant fund-
ing to the county to enhance departmental effi-
ciency and services.

If elected as sheriff, Miramontes said he will 

seek to continue collaborative work efforts with 
the various law enforcement agencies in Impe-
rial County as well as ensure safety services to 
communities by providing a visible presence of 
law enforcement.     

He added, “I have been tested and proven in 
overseeing all the operations that are the respon-
sibility of the Imperial County Sheriff ’s Office.” 

Miramontes pledged he “will continue to serve 
the citizens of Imperial County with integrity, 
dedication, and honor.  I will continue to  collab-
orate with our communities, and meet with our 
citizens to address concerns and crime trends; 
utilizing the Sheriff ’s Office resources to make 
our communities a safe place to live.”

A product of a single parent household whose 
mother cared for five sons and valued such or-
ganizations as Brawley’s Boys and Girls Club 
and Hidalgo Society, Miramontes has a strong 
personal commitment to at-risk youths. His 
involvement with organizations serving those 
youngsters began more than 20 years ago while 
serving with the CHP, according to the media re-
lease. He said it has taken a greater emphasis in 
his role as undersheriff.

Miramontes is a graduate of Brawley Union 
High School and Imperial Valley College, where 
he obtained an A.S. in law enforcement and so-
ciology. He also has taken a number of upper-di-
vision university courses, focused on a major in 
criminal justice and public administration.

COUNTY

Miramontes Declares Candidacy  
for Imperial County Sheriff

FRED MIRAMONTES
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Country Club

(877) 482-5656

433 W. 5th Street,  
Holtville

(760) 356-4103

IID
A century of service.

FOOTBALL

HIBERNATION IS FINALLY OVER.
 HEAD TO THE BEACH.
SHOP LOCAL. GO WINE TASTING.

 GET SOME R&R
 IN THE NAME
OF RECOVERY.
 SUPPORT YOUR STATE BY VACATIONING HERE. 
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Hilfiker Returns 
to Squad for  
Senior Season
BY MURRAY ANDERSON
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — Last we saw 
of Holtville High’s Spencer Hil-
fiker was during a tough, 21-14, 
loss to Mission Bay in the CIF-
San Diego Section Division IV 
quarterfinals. That was Novem-

ber 2019 and he was a 16-year-
old sophomore.

After sitting out the 
COVID-shortened 2020 sea-
son that actually happened in 
spring 2021, Hilfiker is back at 
quarterback for the Vikings as 
a soon-to-be 18-year-old se-
nior who is ready to make the 
most of his final year of high 
school.

“I just needed that year off 
to mature personally,” said Hil-
fiker, who started eight games 
as a sophomore in 2019. “A lot 

of these guys are like family and 
I’ve been playing with some of 
them since I was 5 years old. 
I won’t ever get the chance to 
play with this family again.”

Hilfiker definitely has the 
arm to stand out at quarter-
back. He threw for 1,290 yards 
in his sophomore season of 
2019, averaging 14 yards per 
completion and 143.3 yards per 
game. He finished the season 
with 14 touchdown passes and 
12 interceptions. 

Familiar Face Back at QB for Vikings

Holtville High School senior quarterback Spencer Hilfiker. | CATHI PHILLIPS 
LARIOS PHOTOSee HILFIKER, PAGE 9

COUNTY
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FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT  
FILE NO.: 21-556 
The following persons are con 
ducting business as: 
AMF Hay 
275 Walnut Ave. 
Holtville, CA 92250 
County of Imperial 
Full Name of Registrants: Ametza 
LLC 
275 Walnut Ave. 
Holtville, CA 92250 
This business is conducted by: A 
Limited Liability Company Articles 
of Incorporation: 199807610024 
Registrant has not commenced 
to transact business under the 
Fictitious Business Name(s) list ed 
above. 
I, Declare that all of the informa 

tion in this statement is true and 
correct. 
Signature: Anne Irigoyen, Chief 
Operating Officer 
The filing of this statement does 
not of itself authorize the use in 
this State or a Fictitious Business 
Name in Violation of the Rights of 
another under Federal, State or 
Common Law. 
Filed with the Imperial County 
Clerk on: July 7, 2021. 
A new statement must be filed 
prior to the expiration date. This 
statement expires on: July 6, 2026. 
Chuck Storey/County Clerk Re-
corder 
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy Clerk 
Legal 9057  
Publish: July 22, 29, Aug. 5, 12, 
2021 

PUBLIC NOTICE

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT  
FILE NO.: 21-523 
The following person is conduct 
ing business as: 
Noriega’s Bouncers & Rentals 
1504 Kamm Rd. 
Holtville, CA 92250 
County of Imperial 
Full Name of Registrant: 
Claudia Noriega 
1504 Kamm Rd. 
Holtville, CA 92250 
This business is conducted by: An 
Individual 
Registrant has not commenced to 
transact business under the Fic-
titious Business Name(s) list ed 
above. 
I, Claudia Noriega Declare that all 
of the information in this state-

ment is true and correct. 
Signature: Claudia Noriega, Owner 
The filing of this statement does 
not of itself authorize the use in 
this State or a Fictitious Business 
Name in Violation of the Rights of 
another under Federal, State or 
Common Law. 
Filed with the Imperial County 
Clerk on: June 28, 2021. 
A new statement must be filed 
prior to the expiration date. This 
statement expires on: June 27, 
2026. 
Chuck Storey/County Clerk Re-
corder 
Rebecca Leyva-Balmaceda, Depu-
ty Clerk 
Legal 9056  
Publish: July 22, 29, Aug. 5, 12, 
2021 

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

HILFIKER
From page 7

“I just knew from the get-go,” 
she said.

A U.S. Marine Corps veter-
an, Wheeler had served from 
1998 through 2005 with the 1st 
Battalion 24th Marines and was 
stationed in Kuwait for Oper-
ation Enduring Freedom and 
Operation Iraqi Freedom.

Eventually, the family relo-
cated to Montana when Wheel-
er transferred to the Border 
Patrol’s Havre Sector. At Havre, 
he would join and become the 
commander for the sector’s 
Honor Guard. Upon the fam-
ily’s return to Imperial Valley 
in 2016, he would continue to 
perform with the local sector’s 
unit.

In 2017, Wheeler was diag-
nosed with stage 4 metastatic 
lung cancer, which had spread 
to his tailbone and lower back 
area, resulting in chronic pain. 
After an initial round of radi-
ation treatment, he began an 
indefinite regiment of chemo-
therapy. 

The hardships that Wheeler’s 
illness brought on the family 
also served as an opportunity 
for his friends and colleagues to 
assist. 

Much of his cancer treatment 
took place in Yuma, where 
Yuma Sector agents were on 
hand to offer their support, 
as well. Because of that bond, 
Yuma Sector agents are orga-
nizing a memorial service for 
Wheeler on Saturday, Aug. 14, 
in Yuma, Golosino said.

“He’s touched a lot of people,” 
she added. “Many people are 
sad across many sectors.”

Additionally, colleagues from 
throughout the Border Patrol 
donated paid time off so that 
Wheeler could have time to 
heal. Yet, it proved challenging 
to keep Wheeler away from 
work. 

His diagnosis was essentially 
a fight for his life. And as much 
as his colleagues would have 
liked to have seen Wheeler 
resting more often, they also 
realized that he considered 
his family, faith, country, and 
Border Patrol as his reasons for 
living and the essence of his 
identity, Golosino said.  

“We all talk about him in that 
sense,” she said. “He always had 
those values.”

The Wheelers also received 
extensive support from the 

Bradley-Keffer American 
Legion Post 138 in Holtville, of 
which he was a member, as well 
as the Legion’s posts in Calexico 
and Calipatria.

The year Wheeler was diag-

nosed, the Bradley-Keffer post, 
with the assistance of agents 
from the El Centro and Yuma 
sectors, arranged to have Santa 
Claus visit the family’s Yuma 
home with a sleigh full of gifts.

In response to Wheeler’s 
passing, the El Centro Sec-
tor issued a statement on the 
morning of Wednesday, Aug. 
11, which read: “BPA Wheeler’s 
honorable service to country 

and all that knew him will 
always be remembered and 
cherished.”

Kim Vincent, former pres-
ident of the Bradley-Keffer 
American Legion auxiliary 
Unit 138, said she had gotten 
to know Wheeler through his 
membership with the post. At 
the time he joined, two of his 
daughters joined the auxiliary 
unit, too.

The auxiliary’s support of 
the Wheeler family came in 
the form of grant funds that 
went toward mortgage and 
utility payment assistance. More 
recently, it used additional 
grant funds to cover the cost of 
Wheeler’s $2,000 medical insur-
ance deductible, Vincent said.

“We felt that as an auxilia-
ry and the Legion that that’s 
what we fundraise for,” she said 
during a phone interview on 
Monday, Aug. 9. “Our members 
in their time of need.”

Vincent, who currently lives 
in Oklahoma, said she feels ex-
tremely grateful for having had 
the opportunity to speak with 
Wheeler about a month ago. 
Though undoubtedly in pain, 
he wasn’t about to dwell on his 
condition, she said.

“He was always so positive,” 
she said. “You could hear the 
smile through the phone.”

Vincent said she had reached 
out to Wheeler on behalf of his 
wife, Karina, who had enlisted 
her to try to persuade him to 
take time off from work to rest 
and heal. Vincent’s appeal ap-
peared to have worked, because 
Wheeler did take steps to take 
time off shortly afterward.

That Wheeler was able to 
maintain a positive attitude 
throughout his illness and be 
there for his family, friends 
and colleagues was not only a 
testament to his strength and 
courage, but to his faith, as well, 
Vincent said.

“Truly God provided for his 
family with another four years 
together,” she said.

Currently, a GoFundMe ac-
count has been set up on behalf 
of the Wheeler family and can 
be found by searching “In the 
Fight with Mark Wheeler.” 

A memorial service for 
Wheeler will be held Saturday, 
Aug. 14 at the Yuma Mortuary 
& Crematory, 775 S. Fourth 
St. Public viewing will be from 
10 a.m. to noon. A service will 
follow from noon to 1 p.m. 

WHEELER
From page 1

ABOVE: Agent 
Mark Wheeler 
met his future 
wife, Karina 
Romero, of 
Holtville, 
when he was 
assigned to 
field training 
in the El 
Centro Sector 
in 2009. 
Together they 
raised five 
children.

LEFT: A U.S. 
Marine Corps 
veteran, 
Agent Mark 
Wheeler had 
served from 
1998 through 
2005 with the 
1st Battalion 
24th Marines 
and was 
stationed in 
Kuwait for 
Operation 
Enduring 
Freedom and 
Opera-
tion Iraqi 
Freedom. 
| PHOTOS 
COURTESY 
OF JOYCE 
GOLOSINO
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PUBLIC NOTICE

PART I
BIDDING INFORMATION

COUNTY OF IMPERIAL
NOTICE TO BIDDERS

Sealed proposals will be received at the office of the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors
at the County Administration Center located at 940 Main Street in El Centro, California
92243, until 2:00 p.m. on August 27, 2021 at which time they will be publicly opened
and read at the above stated time and place, for construction in accordance with the
specifications therefore, to which special reference is made, as follows:

HEBER AVENUE IMPROVEMENTS FROM 10TH STREET TO FAWCETT
ROAD (WESTSIDE)

County of Imperial Project No. 6515

The contractor shall possess a California contractor's license, Class A, at the time this contract is
awarded.  In all contracts subject to this part where federal funds are involved, no bid submitted
shall be invalidated by the failure of the bidder to be licensed in accordance with the laws of the
State of California.  However, at the time the contract is awarded, the contractor shall be proper-
ly licensed in accordance with the laws of the State of California.  The first payment for work or
material under any contract shall not be made unless and until the Registrar of Contractors veri-
fies to the agency that the records of the Contractors' State License Board indicate that the con-
tractor was properly licensed at the time other contract was awarded.  Any bidder or contractor
not so licensed shall be subject to all legal penalties imposed by law, including, but not limited
to, any appropriate disciplinary action by the Contractors' State License Board.

Bids are required for the entire work described herein.  The contractor does not have the option
to submit a bid proposal on only a portion of the following described work. The contractor must
respond with a bid proposal for Bid.

Recommendation of selection to award Base Bid will be based on cost and budget availability at
time of award. For purposes of determination of the lowest bid, Public Contract Code Section
20103.8 (a) will be used.

Technical questions or clarifications must be in writing and should be directed to the Imperial
County Department of Public Works, Attention to Robert Ureña III, Civil Engineer Assistant II,
at 155 S. 11th Street, El Centro, CA 92243 or emailed to roberturena@co.imperial.ca.us before
August 13, 2021. No questions will be responded to after this day.

Questions about alleged patent ambiguity of the plans, specifications, or estimate must be sub-
mitted communicated as a bidder inquiry before bid opening. After this time, the County will not
consider these questions as bid protests.

Alternately, the bid documents can be found on Imperial County Public Works website under
"Projects Out to Bid" at www.co.imperial.ca.us/PublicWorks/Index.htm.

Only those firms who have purchased the bid documents and the required trade journals will be
directly provided any addendums that may be issued for this project prior to the bid opening
date. Every attempt will be made to post addendums on the above mentioned Imperial County
Public Works website as well.

This contract is subject to state contract nondiscrimination and compliance requirements pur-
suant to Government Code, Section 12990.

Inquiries or questions based on alleged patent ambiguity of the plans, specifications, or estimate
must be communicated as a bidder inquiry prior to bid opening.  Any such inquiries or ques-
tions, submitted after bid opening, will not be treated as a bid protest.

Bid security shall accompany the bid in the form of a certified or cashier's check, or a Bid Bond
for ten (10) percent of the maximum bid amount being proposed.

The successful bidder shall furnish a payment bond and a performance bond, both equal to 100%
of the contract amount. The submission of a labor and materials bond (payment bond) is
required on projects in excess of $25,000.00.

Bidders are advised that, they may substitute securities in place retained funds withheld by
County. Cal. Pub. Cont. Code Section 22300. Alternatively, an escrow agreement, in the form
prescribed by the code, may be used by the bidder.

The County of Imperial hereby affirms and notifies all bidders that it will affirmatively insure
that in any contract entered into pursuant to this advertisement, disadvantaged business enter-
prises will be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in response to this invitation and will not
be discriminated against on the grounds of race, sex, color, or national origin in consideration
for an award.

Federal, State and local regulations and reporting requirements applicable to the proposed work
must be complied with for this project.

No work shall be performed by contractor or subcontractors who are ineligible pursuant to Cal.
Lab. Code 1777.1 and 1777.7.

Contractor and its subcontractors shall pay all workers employed on the project the rates deter-
mined by the Director of California Department of Industrial Relations (DIR).

These wages are also available from the California Department of Industrial Relations'
Internet web site at http://www.dir.ca.gov. Future effective general prevailing wage rates,
which have been predetermined and are on file with the California Department of Industrial
Relations are referenced but not printed in the general prevailing wage rates.

Pursuant to Section 1773 of the Labor Code, the general prevailing rate of wages in the
County in which the work is to be done has been determined by the Director of the California
Department of Industrial Relations and are on file and available from the Clerk of the Board
of  Supervisors located at the County Administration Center, 940 Main Street, Suite 209, El
Centro, CA 92243.

If there is a difference between the minimum wage rates predetermined by the Secretary of
Labor and the general prevailing wage rates determined by the Director of the California
Department of Industrial Relations for similar classifications of labor, the Contractor and sub-
contractors shall pay not less than the higher wage rate.  The Department will not accept lower
State wage rates not specifically included in the Federal minimum wage determinations.  This
includes "helper" (or other classifications based on hours of experience) or any other classifica-
tion not appearing in the Federal wage determinations.  Where Federal wage determinations do
not contain the State wage rate determination otherwise available for use by the Contractor and
subcontractors, the Contractor and subcontractors shall pay not less than the Federal minimum
wage rate, which most closely approximates the duties of the employees in question.

The U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) provides a toll-free "hotline" service to report bid
rigging activities.  Bid rigging activities can be reported Mondays through Fridays, between
8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., eastern time, telephone no. 1-800-424-9071.  Anyone with knowledge
of possible bid rigging, bidder collusion, or other fraudulent activities should use the "hotline"
to report these activities.  The "hotline" is part of the DOT's continuing effort to identify and
investigate highway construction contract fraud and abuse and is operated under the direction of
the DOT Inspector General.  All information will be treated confidentially and caller anonymi-
ty will be respected.

Withdrawal of bids shall not be permitted for a period of seventy five (75) days after the date
set for the opening thereof.

Monies withheld by the owner to ensure performance under the contract may be released in
accordance with Government Code Section 4590 and these contract documents.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------
Blanca Acosta
Clerk of the Board of Supervisors

Legal 9061                                                            Publish: July 29, Aug. 5, 12, 19, 2021

PUBLIC NOTICE

Plans, specifications, and proposal forms (bid documents) for bidding this project can be
obtained at the office of the Imperial County Department of Public Works; 155 South 11th
Street, El Centro, CA 92243.  A $100.00 fee is required (no refund will be made).  Mail service
is available at an additional cost of $15.00 per set of documents.  Make checks payable to the
County of Imperial Department of Public Works.

“Sitting out really matured 
him,” said Jason Turner, Holt-
ville’s fifth-year head coach. 
“From the last game he played 
against Mission Bay to now, it 
is like a totally different person 
out there.”

He has matured to the point 
where he’s been named one of 
the captains for the Vikings for 
the 2021 season. 

“He’s a vocal leader and peo-
ple follow him,” Turner said. 
“He’s acting like a coach on 
the field. It’s so nice to have a 
quarterback that is your vocal 
leader.”

While Hilfiker said he 
missed playing football with 
his friends in spring 2020, he 
said he kept tabs on the games 
and was rooting for his team-
mates as they captured the 
Desert League crown. 

During the shortened sea-
son, Hilfiker saw the develop-
ment of the Vikings ground 
game with the emergence of 
fellow-senior Payton Iten, who 
earned Desert League Offen-
sive MVP honors for his ef-

forts. 
“I know we are going to 

run the ball this season. I’ll 
do whatever I can to help the 
team win a championship,” 
Hilfiker said. “Our line is 
developing and they are de-
signed to run people over.”

When he is asked to throw 
the ball, Turner is confident in 
his senior quarterback’s arm.

“I think he’s got the best 
arm of any quarterback in the 
Valley,” Turner said. “He’s got 
pinpoint accuracy and he’s 
got a touch he puts on the ball 
that works well for him. He’s 
also got a great Level 1 throw 
where he can gun it in to his 
receiver.”

The Vikings have a favor-
able schedule with seven 
home games and just three 
road contests. Holtville opens 
the season in a nonleague 
showdown at Southwest High 
in El Centro at 7 p.m. on Aug. 
20.

The Vikings then have five 
straight home games and 
won’t have to leave Birger 
Field until Oct. 8 when they 
open Desert League action 
in Blythe against Palo Verde 

HILFIKER
From page 7

Holtville High School senior Spencer Hilfiker will be playing quarterback and said he’ll be doing the kicking and punting for the 
Vikings this season. | CATHI PHILLIPS LARIOS PHOTO

and all that knew him will 
always be remembered and 
cherished.”

Kim Vincent, former pres-
ident of the Bradley-Keffer 
American Legion auxiliary 
Unit 138, said she had gotten 
to know Wheeler through his 
membership with the post. At 
the time he joined, two of his 
daughters joined the auxiliary 
unit, too.

The auxiliary’s support of 
the Wheeler family came in 
the form of grant funds that 
went toward mortgage and 
utility payment assistance. More 
recently, it used additional 
grant funds to cover the cost of 
Wheeler’s $2,000 medical insur-
ance deductible, Vincent said.

“We felt that as an auxilia-
ry and the Legion that that’s 
what we fundraise for,” she said 
during a phone interview on 
Monday, Aug. 9. “Our members 
in their time of need.”

Vincent, who currently lives 
in Oklahoma, said she feels ex-
tremely grateful for having had 
the opportunity to speak with 
Wheeler about a month ago. 
Though undoubtedly in pain, 
he wasn’t about to dwell on his 
condition, she said.

“He was always so positive,” 
she said. “You could hear the 
smile through the phone.”

Vincent said she had reached 
out to Wheeler on behalf of his 
wife, Karina, who had enlisted 
her to try to persuade him to 
take time off from work to rest 
and heal. Vincent’s appeal ap-
peared to have worked, because 
Wheeler did take steps to take 
time off shortly afterward.

That Wheeler was able to 
maintain a positive attitude 
throughout his illness and be 
there for his family, friends 
and colleagues was not only a 
testament to his strength and 
courage, but to his faith, as well, 
Vincent said.

“Truly God provided for his 
family with another four years 
together,” she said.

Currently, a GoFundMe ac-
count has been set up on behalf 
of the Wheeler family and can 
be found by searching “In the 
Fight with Mark Wheeler.” 

A memorial service for 
Wheeler will be held Saturday, 
Aug. 14 at the Yuma Mortuary 
& Crematory, 775 S. Fourth 
St. Public viewing will be from 
10 a.m. to noon. A service will 
follow from noon to 1 p.m. 
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SECOND AMENDED 
SUMMONS

(CITACION JUDICIAL)
NOTICE TO DEFENDANT:
(AVISO AL DEMANDADO):
WILLIAM O. BUNCH and LOLA O. BUNCH, husband and wife; KATIE O. JOHNSON, a
widow; ELIZABETH A. ABRAM; WILLIAM MARTIN and ADA L. MARTIN, husband and
wife; WILLIAM H. CORRY and VIRGINIA CORRY, husband and wife; GEORGE W.
LEMONS; FLOYD C. ROUECHE and GRACE F. ROUECHE, husband and wife; HERBERT I.
WHITCHER and BLANCHE D. WHITCHER, husband and wife; ROSA H. HUNT, a widow;
GEORGE McMICHAEL, a married man; BERNARD FERRER, a married man; KRISTIAN
NEREM, a single man; PAUL P. ROYERE, JUNIOR and PIERRE H. ROYERE, as joint tenants;
ISIDOR J. MICHELS, a married man; HAROLD BERNARD LEWIS, a single man; IRVING J.
SMITH and JEWEL I. SMITH, husband and wife; CONSTANCIO G. ILAGAN, a married man;
FELICIDAD C. ILAGAN, a married woman; CLAUDE A. BURROUGHS, a married man;
ERDIE R. FEES, a single man; JANE B. ROJAS, a married woman; MARCELO DE CASTRO,
a single man; OLINE WEBSTER, a married woman; ANNAH D. WELLS; CLARA O.
SAMUELS, a widow; JAY J. HARTER and LOUISE M. HARTER; JENNESS L. TAYLOR, a
married woman; and W. H. McFARLAND, all of whom are believed to be deceased. The testate
and intestate successors of WILLIAM O. BUNCH and LOLA A. BUNCH, husband and wife;
KATIE O. JOHNSON, a widow; ELIZABETH A. ABRAM; WILLIAM MARTIN and ADA L.
MARTIN, husband and wife; WILLIAM H. CORRY and VIRGINIA CORRY, husband and wife;
GEORGE W. LEMONS; FLOYD C. ROUECHE and GRACE F. ROUECHE, husband and wife;
HERBERT I. WHITCHER and BLANCHE D. WHITCHER, husband and wife; ROSA H. HUNT,
a widow; GEORGE McMICHAEL, a married man; BERNARD FERRER, a married man; KRIS-
TIAN NEREM, a single man; PAUL P. ROYERE, JUNIOR and PIERRE H. ROYERE, as joint
tenants; ISIDOR J. MICHELS, a married man; HAROLD BERNARD LEWIS, a single man;
IRVING J. SMITH and JEWEL I. SMITH, husband and wife; CONSTANCIO G. ILAGAN, a
married man; FELICIDAD C. ILAGAN, a married woman; CLAUDE A. BURROUGHS, a mar-
ried man; ERDIE R. FEES, a single man; JANE B. ROJAS, a married woman; MARCELO DE
CASTRO, a single man; OLINE WEBSTER, a married woman; ANNAH D. WELLS; CLARA
O. SAMUELS, a widow; JAY J. HARTER and LOUISE M. HARTER; JENNESS L. TAYLOR,
a married woman; and W. H. McFARLAND (all of whom are believed to be deceased) and all
persons claiming by, through, or under such person. All Persons Unknown, Claiming Any Legal
or Equitable Right, Title, Estate, Lien, or Interest in the Properties Described in the Second
Amended Complaint Adverse to Plaintiffs' Titles, or Any Cloud on Plaintiffs' Titles Thereto; and
DOES 1 to 200, inclusive.
The properties described in the Second Amended Complaint, that Plaintiffs seek to quiet title to
All that certain real property situated in the County of Imperial, State of California, described as
follows: Parcel 1:(APN: 061-010-008-000) The South half of Lot 10, Section 1, Township 10
South, Range 18 East, S.B.M., in the County of Imperial, State of California, according to the offi-
cial plat thereof. Parcel 2 (APN:061-010-015-000) The North half of Lot 12; the North half and
the Southwest quarter of Lot 13, and the Southeast quarter of Lot 14, Section 1, Township 10
South, Range 18 East, S.B.M., in the County of Imperial, State of California, according to the offi-
cial plat thereof. Parcel 3: (APN: 061-010-019-000) The South half of Lot 11, Section 1,
Township 10 South, Range 18 East, S.B.M., in the County of Imperial,  State of California,
according to the official plat thereof.Parcel 4:(APN: 061-010-024-000) The South half of the
Northeast quarter of the Southwest quarter of Section 1, Township 10 South, Range 18 East,
S.B.M., in the County of Imperial, State of California, according to the official plat thereof.Parcel
5: (APN: 061-010-030-000) The Southwest quarter of the Southwest quarter of Section 1,
Township 10 South, Range 18 East, S.B.M., in the County of Imperial, State of California, accord-
ing to the official plat thereof. EXCEPTING THEREFROM, the West half of the Southwest quar-
ter of the Southwest quarter. Parcel 6: (APN: 061-010-032-000)The North half of the Southwest
quarter of the Southeast quarter of Section 1, Township 10 South, Range 18 East, S.B.M., in the
County of Imperial, State of California, according to the official plat thereof. Parcel 7 (APN:061-
010-034-000) The Southeast quarter of the Southwest quarter of the Southeast quarter of Section
1, Township 10 South, Range 18 East, S.B.M., in the County of Imperial, State of California,
according to the official plat thereof.Parcel 8: (APN: 061-020-008-000) The Southwest quarter of
Lot 13 and the Southeast quarter of Lot 14 of Section 3, Township 10 South, Range 18 East,
S.B.M., in the County of Imperial, State of California, according to the official plat thereof. Parcel
9: (APN:061-020-017-000) Lot 3; the Southeast quarter of Lot 9 and the West half of Lot 10
ofSection 3, Township 10 South, Range 18 East, S.B.M., in the County of Imperial, State of
California, according to the official plat thereof. Parcel 10: (APN: 061-020-019-000) The North
half of Lot 11 and all of Lot 12 of Section 3, Township 10 South, Range 18 East, S.B.M., in the
County of Imperial, State of California, according to the official plat thereof.  Parcel 13:
(APN:061-020-035-000) The Northwest quarter of the Northwest quarter of the Southeast quar-
ter and the Northwest quarter of the Southwest quarter and the South half of the Northeast quar-
ter of the Southwest quarter and the Northeast quarter of the Northeast quarter of the Southwest
quarter of Section 3, Township 10 South, Range 18 East, S.B.M., in the County of Imperial, State
of California, according to the official plat thereof. Parcel 14: (APN:061-030-005-000) The
Northwest quarter of Lot 8 of Section 5, Township 10 South, Range 18 East, S.B.M., in the
County of Imperial, State of California, according to the official plat thereof. Parcel 15:
(APN:061-030-007-000) The Southeast quarter of Lot 8 of Section 5, Township 10 South, Range
18 East, S.B.M., in the County of Imperial, State of California, according to the official plat there-
of. Parcel 16: (APN: 061-030-011-000) The West half of Lot 11 and the East half of Lot 12 of
Section 5, Township 10 South, Range 18 East, S.B.M., in the County of Imperial, State of
California, according to the official plat thereof.Parcel 17: (APN: 061-030-013-000) The North
half of Lot 13; the Southeast quarter of Lot 13 and the North half of Lot 14 of Section 5, Township
10 South, Range 18 East, S.B.M., in the County of Imperial, State of California, according to the
official plat thereof. Parcel 18: (APN:061-030-021-000) The Northwest quarter of the Northeast
quarter of the Southwest quarter and the South half of the Northeast quarter of the Southwest
quarter of Section 5, Township 10 South, Range 18 East, S.B.M., in the County of Imperial, State
of California, according to the official plat thereof. Parcel 19: (APN: 061-030-026-000) Lots 3
and 4; the North half of Lot 9 and the Northwest quarter of Lot 10 of Section 5, Township 10
South, Range 18 East; S.B.M., in the County of Imperial, State of California, according to the offi-
cial plat thereof. Parcel 20: (APN: 061-030-030-000) The Northeast quarter of the Southwest
quarter of the Southwest quarter of Section 5, Township 10 South, Range 18 East, S.B.M., in the
County of Imperial, State of California, according to the official plat thereof. Parcel 21: (APN:
061-060-005-000) The Northeast quarter of the Southwest quarter of the Northwest quarter of
Section 11, Township 10 South, Range 18 East, S.B.M., in the County of Imperial, State of
California, according to the official plat thereof. Parcel 22: (APN: 061-060-008-000) The
Northeast quarter of the Northwest quarter and the North half of the Southeast quarter of the
Northwest quarter of Section 11, Township 10 South, Range 18 East, S.B.M., in the County of
Imperial, State of California, according to the official plat thereof. Parcel 23: (APN: 061-060-011-
000)  The Northwest quarter of the Northwest quarter of the Northeast quarter and the South half
of the Northwest quarter of the Northeast quarter and the Northwest quarter of the Southwest
quarter of  the Northeast quarter and the South half of the Southwest quarter of the Northeast
quarter of Section 11, Township 10 South, Range 18 East, S.B.M., in the County of Imperial, State
of California, according to the official plat thereof. Parcel 24: (APN: 061-060-017-000) The
Southeast quarter of the Northeast quarter of the Northeast quarter and the Southeast quarter of
the  Northeast quarter of Section 11, Township 10 South, Range 18 East, S.B.M., in the County
of Imperial, State of California, according to the official plat thereof. Parcel 25:  

(APN: 061-060-019-000) The Northeast quarter of the Northeast quarter of the Southeast quarter
of Section 11, Township 10 South, Range 18 East, S.B.M., in the County of Imperial, State of
California, according to the official plat thereof.
Parcel 26: (APN: 061-060-021-000) The South half the Southeast quarter of the Southeast quarter
and the Northeast quarter of the Southeast quarter of the Southeast quarter of Section 11, Township
10 South, Range 18 East, S.B.M., in the County of Imperial, State of California, according to the
official plat thereof. 
Parcel 27 (APN; 061-060-030-000) The Northeast quarter of the Northwest quarter of the
Southwest quarterand Northwest quarter of the Northeast quarter of the Southwest quarter of
Section 11, Township 10 South, Range 18 East, S.B.M., in the County of Imperial, State of
California, according to the official plat thereof. Parcel 28: (APN: 061-060-031-000) The
Northwest quarter of the Northwest quarter of the Southwest quarterof Section 11, Township 10
South, Range 18 East, S.B.M., in the County of Imperial, State of California, according to the offi-
cial plat thereof. Parcel 29: (APN: 061-060-032-000) The Southwest quarter of the Northwest
quarter of the Southwest quarter of Section 11, Township 10 South, Range 18 East, S.B.M., in the
County of Imperial, State of California, according to the official plat thereof. Parcel 30: (APN:
061-060-038-000) The Northeast quarter of the Southwest quarter of the Southwest quarter of
Section 11, Township 10 South, Range 18 East, S.B.M., in the County of Imperial, State of
California, according to the official plat thereof. Parcel 31: (APN: 061-060-039-000) The
Southeast quarter of the Southwest quarter of the Southwest quarterof Section 11, Township 10
South, Range 18 East, S.B.M., in the County of Imperial, State of California, according to the offi-
cial plat thereof.Parcel 32: (APN: 061-080-021-000) The Southwest quarter of the Northeast quar-
ter of the Southwest quarter of Section 15, Township 10 South, Range 18 East, S.B.M., in the
County of Imperial, State of California, according to the official plat thereof. Parcel 33: (APN:
061-080-036-000) The Northeast quarter of the Southeast quarter of the Southwest quarter of
Section 15, Township 10 South, Range 18 East, S.B.M., in the County of Imperial, State of
California, according to the official plat thereof. Parcel 34: (APN: 061-080-039-000) The East half
of the Southwest quarter of the Southwest quarter and the Northwest quarter of the Southwest
quarter of Section 15, Township 10 South, Range 18 East, S.B.M., in the County of Imperial, State
of California, according to the official plat thereof.Parcel 35: (APN: 061-080-041-000) The
Northwest quarter of the Northeast quarter and the North half of the Northeast quarter of the
Northeast quarter of Section 15, Township 10 South, Range 18 East, S.B.M., in the County of
Imperial, State of California, according to the official plat thereof. Parcel 36: (APN: 061-080-043-
000) The West half of the Southwest quarter of the Northeast quarter; the Northeast quarter of the
Southwest quarter of the Northeast quarter and the Northwest quarter of the Southeast quarter of
the Northeast quarter of Section 15, Township 10 South, Range 18 East, S.B.M., in the County of
Imperial, State of California, according to the official plat thereof.
Parcel 37: (APN: 061-080-046-000) The South half of the Southeast quarter of the Northwest
quarter and the Northwest quarter of the Southeast quarter of the Northwest quarter of Section 15,
Township 10South, Range 18 East, S.B.M., in the County of Imperial, State of California, accord-
ing to the official plat thereof.
YOU ARE BEING SUED BY PLAINTIFF:
(LO ESTÁ DEMANDANDO EL DEMANDANTE):
ROBERT SPAIN, an individual; GERALDENE SPAIN, an individual; and WILLIAM MEIN-
HARDT, an individual.
NOTICE! You have been sued. The court may decide against you without your being heard unless
you respond within 30 days. Read the information below. You have 30 CALENDAR DAYS after
this summons and legal papers are served on you to file a written response at this court and have
a copy served on the plaintiff. A letter or phone call will not protect you. Your written response
must be in proper legal form if you want the court to hear your case. There may be a court form
that you can use for your response. You can find these court forms and more information at the
California Courts Online Self-Help Center (www.courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp), your county law
library, or the courthouse nearest you. If you cannot pay the filing fee, ask the court clerk for a fee
waiver form. If you do not file your response on time, you may lose the case by default, and your
wages, money, and property may be taken without further warning from the court. There are other
legal requirements. You may want to call an attorney right away. If you do not know an attorney,
you may want to call an attorney referral service. If you cannot afford an attorney, you may be eli-
gible for free legal services from a nonprofit legal services program. You can locate these nonprofit
groups at the California Legal Services Web site (www.lawhelpcalifornia.org), the California
Courts Online Self-Help Center (www.courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp), or by contacting your local
court or county bar association. NOTE: The court has a statutory lien for waived fees and costs on
any settlement or arbitration award of $10,000 or more in a civil case. The court's lien must be paid
before the court will dismiss the case.
¡AVISO! Lo han demandado. Si no responde dentro de 30 días, la corte puede decidir en su con-
tra sin escuchar su versión. Lea la información a continuación. Tiene 30 DÍAS DE CALENDARIO
después de que le entreguen esta citación y papeles legales para presentar una respuesta por
escrito en esta corte y hacer que se entregue una copia al demandante. Una carta o una llamada
telefónica no lo protegen. Su respuesta por escrito tiene que estar en formato legal correcto si
desea que procesen su caso en la corte. Es posible que haya un formulario que usted pueda usar
para su respuesta. Puede encontrar estos formularios de la corte y más información en el Centro
de Ayuda de las Cortes de California (www.sucorte.ca.gov), en la biblioteca de leyes de su con-
dado o en la corte que le quede más cerca. Si no puede pagar la cuota de presentación, pida al
secretario de la corte que le dé un formulario de exención de pago de cuotas. Si no presenta su
respuesta a tiempo, puede perder el caso por incumplimiento y la corte le podrá quitar su sueldo,
dinero y bienes sin más advertencia. Hay otros requisitos legales. Es recomendable que llame a
un abogado inmediatamente. Si no conoce a un abogado, puede llamar a un servicio de remisión
a abogados. Si no puede pagar a un abogado, es posible que cumpla con los requisitos para obten-
er servicios legales gratuitos de un programa de servicios legales sin fines de lucro. Puede encon-
trar estos grupos sin fines de lucro en el sitio web de California Legal Services, (www.lawhelp-
california.org), en el Centro de Ayuda de las Cortes de California, (www.sucorte.ca.gov) o
poniéndose en contacto con la corte o el colegio de abogados locales. AVISO: Por ley, la corte
tiene derecho a reclamar las cuotas y los costos exentos por imponer un gravamen sobre cualquier
recuperación de $10,000 ó más de valor recibida mediante un acuerdo o una concesión de arbi-
traje en un caso de derecho civil. Tiene que pagar el gravamen de la corte antes de que la corte
pueda desechar el caso.                                    
CASE NUMBER: (Numero del Caso)  ECU001433
The name and address of the court is: (El nombre y dirección de la corte es):
Imperial County Superior Court
939 Main St., El Centro, California 92243
The name, address, and telephone number of plaintiff's attorney, or plaintiff without an attorney,
is: (El nombre, la dirección y el número de teléfono del abogado del demandante, o del deman-
dante que no tiene abogado, es): Orlando B. Foote; Horton, Knox, Carter& Foote, LLP; 1221
W. State St., P.O. Box 3307, El Centro, CA 92244; (760) 352-2821
Date: (Fecha)  July 21, 2021
Maria Rhinehart/Clerk of Court
Clerk by A. Jantz, Deputy
(Secretario) (Adjunto)
Electronicalaly Filed
Superior Court of California, County of Imperial
08/21/2021 at 12:20:06 PM
by: Angela Jantz, Deputy Clerk
Legal 6592 Publish: July 29, Aug. 5, 12, 19, 2021

PUBLIC NOTICE
PUBLIC NOTICE

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT  
FILE NO.: 21-589 
The following persons are conduct ing business as: 
Noah’s Ark Preschool and Day Care 722 E. 6th St. 
Holtville, CA 92250 
County of Imperial 
Mailing Address: 
P.O. Box 4 
Holtville, CA 92250 
Full Name of Registrants: 
Trinity Baptist Church of Imperial Valley 
722 E. 6th St. 
Holtville, CA 92250 
This business is conducted by: A Corporation 
Articles of Incorporation: C4619011 Registrant com-
menced to transact business under the Fictitious Busi-
ness Names) listed above on: September 1, 2005. 
I, Lynne Ming Declare that all of the information in this 
statement is true and correct. 
Signature: Lynne Ming, Secretary The filing of this state-
ment does not of itself authorize the use in this State or 
a Fictitious Business Name in Violation of the Rights of 
another under Federal, State or Common Law. 
Filed with the Imperial County Clerk on: July 22, 2021. 
A new statement must be filed prior to the expiration 
date. This statement expires on: July 21, 2026. 
Chuck Storey/County Clerk Recorder 
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy Clerk Legal 9058  
Publish: July 29, Aug. 5, 12, 19, 2021

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINISTER ES-
TATE OF: Eugene F. Bumbera 
CASE NUMBER: EPR000980 To all heirs, 
beneficiaries, creditors, contingent credi-
tors, and persons who may otherwise be 
interested in the will or estate, or both, of: 
Eugene F. Bumbera 
A Petition for Probate has been filed by: 
Elizabeth K. Walters in the Superior Court 
of California, County of: IMPERIAL 
The Petition for Probate requests that Eliz-
abeth K. Walters be appointed as personal 
representative to administer the estate of 
the dece dent. 
The petition requests the decedent’s will 
and codicils, if any, be admitted to pro-
bate. The will and any codi cils are avail-
able for examination in the file kept by the 
court. 
The petition requests authority to admin-
ister the estate under the Independent Ad-
ministration of Estates Act. (This authority 
will allow the personal representative to 
take many actions without obtaining court 
approval. Before taking cer tain very im-
portant actions, howev er, the personal 
representative will be required to give 
notice to inter ested persons unless they 
have waived notice or consented to the 

proposed action.) The independent ad-
ministration authority will be granted un-
less an interested person files an objection 
to the petition and shows good cause why 
the court should not grant the authority. 
A hearing on the petition will be held in 
this court as follows: Date: August 27, 
2021 
Time: 8:30 a.m. 
Dept. 9 
Address of court: 
Superior Court of California,  County of 
Imperial 
939 Main Street  
El Centro, CA 92243 
If you object to the granting of the 
petition, you should appear at the hearing 
and state your objections or file written 
objections with the court before the hear-
ing. Your appearance may be in person or 
by your attor ney. 
If you are a creditor or a contin gent cred-
itor of the decedent, you must file your 
claim with the court and mail a copy to 
the personal rep resentative appointed by 
the court within the later of either (1) four 
months from the date of first issuance of 
letters to a general per sonal representa-
tive, as defined in section 58(b) of the Cal-

ifornia Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from 
the date of mailing or personal delivery to 
you of a notice under section 9052 of the 
California Probate Code. 
Other California statutes and legal author-
ity may affect your rights as a creditor. 
You may want to consult with an attorney 
knowledgeable in California law. 
You may examine the file kept by the 
court. If you are a person inter ested in the 
estate, you may file with the court a Re-
quest for Special Notice (form DE-154) of 
the filing of an inventory and appraisal of 
estate assets or of any petition or account 
as provided in Probate Code section 1250. 
A Request for Special Notice form is avail-
able from the court clerk. 
Attorney for petitioner: 
James K. Graves and Vance B. McAlister 
Ewing, Johnson & Graves, PLC 636 State 
Street 
El Centro, CA 92243 
(760) 352-6371 
Filed: July 28, 2021 
Superior Court 
County of Imperial  
Clerk of the Court 
By Astridd Weirner, Deputy Legal 6598  
Publish: August 5, 12, 19, 2021

PUBLIC NOTICE

the region and other economic 
indicators.

That report, based off data 
from 2019, showed an overall 
benefit to Imperial County of 
$4.4 billion. 

In line with Imperial Coun-
ty’s ranking of gross value 
production compared to its 
neighbors, the Crop Report 
Plus highlighted the stability of 
Imperial County’s agricultural 
industry. This is determined 
by how many different crops a 
county grows, and at what pro-
portions they are grown, and 
is summed up on a scale from 
0.00 (wherein all crops grown 
were the same as any other 
county) to 1.00 (where all 72 
crops that can be grown in Cal-
ifornia are grown in equal pro-
portion). 

Of the 20 counties consulted 
in building the Crop Report 
Plus, Imperial County scored 
the highest in stability, rating 
0.69, making it one of the most 
stable places for agriculture in 
California.  

Supervisors Hear About New 
Youth Program

A program to stop juveniles 
from entering the legal system 
is getting its footing. 

The Imperial County Pro-
bation Department, in part-
nership with county Parks 
and Recreation, will develop 
an after-school and Saturday 
program for youths in outlying 
areas of Imperial County called 
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“Overall, today (Monday), 
we have 44 inpatients, seven are 
COVID positive. That’s about 
three to four more than around 
this time last week,” stated Pio-
neers spokesperson Karina Lo-
pez in an email.  

Some 6,387 COVID-19 pa-
tients were hospitalized across 
the state as of Sunday, which 
was a 4.3 percent increase from 
the previous day, according to 
the state Department of Public 
Health’s most recent data.

For ICU patients, there were 
54 in the state on Sunday, a 4.1 
percent increase from Saturday, 
Aug. 7.

Comparatively, from Sunday 
to Monday at ECRMC, the pa-
tient census increase was more 
than 116 percent.

Imperial County Public Health 
Director Janette Angulo report-
ed on Tuesday, Aug. 10 that 
the week’s hospitalization spike 
came on Sunday, according to 
state data, with a total of 15 pa-
tients between both facilities.

What most of the country is 
experiencing are rapid increases 
in case rates and hospitalizations 
attributed to the more trans-
missible Delta variant that has 

accounted for more than 80 per-
cent of new COVID cases in the 
past few weeks, according to the 
U.S. Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention. 

The latest variant report for 
Imperial County was released 
on Monday afternoon, and the 
number of Delta cases sequenced 
has jumped from nine on Aug. 3 
to 22 instances of Delta detect-
ed. The reporting is delayed by 
several weeks, so the cases were 
from mid- to late July. 

Now, the U.S. is contending 
with yet another SARS-CoV-2 
mutation that has shown in-
creased resistance to vaccines, 

the Lambda variant, which has 
been responsible for highest 
mortality rate in the world, in the 
South American country of Peru 
at 595 deaths per 100,000 people.

“There are currently more than 
1,300 Lambda (C.37) sequences 
in the U.S. as of August 4, 2021, 
and the Lambda variant has been 
identified in 44 states,” a spokes-
person with the CDC told News-
week on Thursday, Aug. 5.

No cases of the Lambda vari-
ant had been detected in Imperi-
al County as of Monday midday, 
according to the Imperial Coun-
ty Public Health Department.

The latest case data as of Tues-

day, shows a positivity rate of 8.6 
percent for the week ending July 
31 and 18 new cases per 100,000 
residents, a rise over last week’s 
numbers.

El Centro Regional’s Dr. Ed-
ward said people shouldn’t con-
cern themselves with the vari-
ants as much as they should with 
vigilance in the face of across-
the-board increases.

“It’s beyond Delta. Let’s not 
worry about what kind of vari-
ant there are … There is Lambda, 
others … there’s a whole bunch 
of variants,” he said. 

Public Health Director Angulo 
agreed.

“Let’s keep in mind that 
COVID is COVID, regardless 
of the type of variant, and yes, 
when it comes to variants with 
the level of contagiousness, or 
transmission, it does vary. But 
again, COVID is COVID, and 
we can’t let our guard down,” she 
said on Monday.

That is where Edward thinks 
the community has grown care-
less. He said there are those who 
continue to not trust vaccines 
and resist vaccination, and those 
who feel that because they are 
already vaccinated that they are 
safe. 

Data is proving both sets of 
beliefs to be inaccurate, the hos-
pital CEO thinks.

In general, there seems to be 
a return to what he calls “risky” 
behaviors that have not been 
seen for many months. He cited 
a story one of his staff members 
told him in recent days in which 
a local party of 40 teens were all 
exposed to COVID due to one 
15-year-old girl being ill, which 
he added did result in additional 
COVID-positive cases.

“We’re asking, the hospital 
is asking, the community to go 
back to being beyond careful, 
with masks and gathering, wash-
ing your hands, all this stuff,” 
Edward said. “Please emphasis 
this.”

He said vaccination does work 
and the vaccine is keeping peo-
ple from getting severely ill and 
dying. The cases now inside 
ECRMC are not as severe as 
those once experienced, Edward 
said, but the vaccinated are not 
safe immune either.

“A lot of people think, ‘We 
have been vaccinated,’ and I’m 
very happy and I hope more 
people get the vaccine, but we’re 
starting to see more admissions 
with people that have been vac-
cinated,” he said. “So please don’t 
be complacent. They’re not as se-
vere admissions, but at the same 
time, risky behavior of having 40 
children at a party?”

ANNOUNCEMENT
 

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, 
the most advanced 

debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule 

a FREE LeafFilter 
estimate today. 15% 
off Entire Purchase. 

10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-855-

424-7581 
 

Become a Published 
Author. We want 

to Read Your 
Book! Dorrance 

Publishing-Trusted by 
Authors Since 1920 

Book manuscript 
submissions currently 

being reviewed. 
Comprehensive 

Services: Consultation, 
Production, Promotion 
and Distribution. Call 
for Your Free Author`s 

Guide 1-877-538-
9554 or visit http://

dorranceinfo.com/Cali
 

Water Damage to Your 
Home?  Call for a quote 
for professional cleanup 

& maintain the value 
of your home!  Set an 

appt. today! Call 1-855-
401-7069

 
AUTOS WANTED

 
WANTED! Old Porsche 

356/911/912 for 
restoration by hobbyist 
1948-1973 Only. Any 
condition, top $ paid! 

PLEASE LEAVE 
MESSAGE  

1-707-339-5994. Email: 
porscherestoration@

yahoo.com 
 

DONATE YOUR 
CAR OR TRUCK 

TO HERITAGE FOR 
THE BLIND. Free 3 
Day Vacation, Tax 
Deductible, Free 

Towing, All Paperwork 
Taken Care Of. CALL 

1-877-573-9104. 
 

DONATE YOUR CAR, 
BOAT OR RV to receive 
a major tax deduction. 
Help homeless pets. 

Local, IRS Recognized. 
Top Value Guaranteed. 

Free Estimate and 
Pickup.   

LAPETSALIVE.ORG 
1-833-772-2632 

 
DONATE YOUR CAR 
TO KIDS  Fast Free 

Pickup – Running or Not 
- 24 Hour Response - 

Maximum Tax Donation 
– Help Find Missing 

Kids! Call 1-888-491-
1453.

 
BUSINESS 

OPPORTUNITY
 

Learn Free ways to 
make money online 

from the comfort of your 
own home with this 

FREE eBook. Check out 
the 10 methods here: 

www.thelocalforum.com. 
 

CABLE/INTERNET/
SATELLITE TV

 
AT&T Internet. Starting 
at $40/month w/12-mo 
agmt. Includes 1 TB of 
data per month. Get 
More For Your High-

Speed Internet Thing. 
Ask us how to bundle 
and SAVE! Geo & svc 
restrictions apply. Call 
us today 1-855-397-

7909. 

DIRECTV NOW. No 
Satellite Needed. $40/
month. 65  Channels. 

Stream Breaking News, 
Live Events, Sports & 
On Demand Titles. No 
Annual Contract. No 
Commitment. CALL 

1-855-404-2509
 

DIRECTV - Watch your 
favorite live sports, 

news and entertainment 
anywhere. More top 
premium channels 

than DISH. Restrictions 
apply. Call IVS - 1-888-

641-5762.
 

FINANCIAL SERVICES
 

Over $10K in Debt? Be 
debt free in 24 to 48 

months. No upfront fees 
to enroll. A+ BBB rated. 
Call National Debt Relief 

1-888-231-4274. 
 

Applying for Social 
Security Disability or 
Appealing a Denied 

Claim? Call Bill Gordon 
& Assoc. Our case 

managers simplify the 
process & work hard 

to help with your case.  
Call 1-844-998-1460 
FREE Consultation. 

Local Attorneys 
Nationwide [Mail: 2420 
N St NW, Washington 

DC. Office: Broward Co. 
FL (TX/NM Bar.)]

 
INSURANCE

 
SAVE BIG on HOME 

INSURANCE! Compare 
20 A-rated insurances 

companies. Get a quote 
within minutes. Average 
savings of $444/year! 
Call 1-844-410-9609! 

(M-F 8am-8pm Central) 

MEDICAL/HEALTH
 

Lowest Prices on Health 
Insurance. We have 

the best rates from top 
companies! Call Now! 

1-888-989-4807
 

REAL ESTATE/LOANS
 

RETIRED COUPLE  
$1 MIL for business 

purpose Real 
Estate loans. Credit 
unimportant. V.I.P. 

Trust Deed Company 
www.viploan.com 

Call 1-818-248-0000 
Broker-principal 

DRE 01041073. No 
Consumer Loans. 

 
TAX SERVICES

 
ARE YOU BEHIND 
$10k OR MORE ON 
YOUR TAXES? Stop 
wage & bank levies, 
liens & audits, unfiled 

tax returns, payroll 
issues, & resolve tax 

debt FAST. Call 1-855-
970-2032.

 
DID YOU KNOW 

Newspaper-generated 
content is so valuable 

it’s taken and repeated, 
condensed, broadcast, 

tweeted, discussed, 
posted, copied, edited, 
and emailed countless 

times throughout 
the day by others? 

Discover the Power of 
Newspaper Advertising.  
For a free brochure call 
916-288-6011 or email 

cecelia@cnpa.com
 

THIS SPACE  
CAN BE YOURS!   

CALL 1-916-288-6011 or 
email cecelia@cnpa.com 

CLASSIFIED ADS

Call (760) 482-7311 or (760) 222-8799Call (760) 482-7311 or (760) 222-8799

PUBLIC NOTICE

COVID
From page 1

The entrance to El Centro Regional Medical Center’s emergency department is 
shown in the early days of the pandemic in March 2020. Amid a national resurgence 
of COVID cases, El Centro Regional saw some eight new cases in three hours 
admitted to the hospital on Sunday, Aug. 8, for a total of 13 COVID patients as of 
Monday, Aug. 9, the highest number in at least six months. | FILE PHOTO

the region and other economic 
indicators.

That report, based off data 
from 2019, showed an overall 
benefit to Imperial County of 
$4.4 billion. 

In line with Imperial Coun-
ty’s ranking of gross value 
production compared to its 
neighbors, the Crop Report 
Plus highlighted the stability of 
Imperial County’s agricultural 
industry. This is determined 
by how many different crops a 
county grows, and at what pro-
portions they are grown, and 
is summed up on a scale from 
0.00 (wherein all crops grown 
were the same as any other 
county) to 1.00 (where all 72 
crops that can be grown in Cal-
ifornia are grown in equal pro-
portion). 

Of the 20 counties consulted 
in building the Crop Report 
Plus, Imperial County scored 
the highest in stability, rating 
0.69, making it one of the most 
stable places for agriculture in 
California.  

Supervisors Hear About New 
Youth Program

A program to stop juveniles 
from entering the legal system 
is getting its footing. 

The Imperial County Pro-
bation Department, in part-
nership with county Parks 
and Recreation, will develop 
an after-school and Saturday 
program for youths in outlying 
areas of Imperial County called 

Project 2020. 
Young people in Seeley, Oco-

tillo, Palo Verde, Heber, Cali-
patria, Niland and Salton City 
may benefit through the offer-
ing of recreation, homework 
assistance, and arts and cultur-
al activities. 

The Imperial County Board 
of Supervisors voted unani-
mously at its meeting Tuesday 
to add a supervising probation 
officer and four youth service 
specialists for the program. 

CROP REPORT
From page 5 Top 10 Commodities by 

Gross Value in 2020:

CATTLE 
$427,087,000

ALFALFA HAY
$200,441,000

LEAF LETTUCE 
$110,052,000

SWEET CORN
$95,890,000

BERMUDA
$85,163,000

ROMAINE LETTUCE
$75,977,000

CARROTS
$73,970,000

SUGAR BEETS
$65,620,000

HEAD LETTUCE
$65,114,000

BROCCOLI
$62,364,000

BY THE NUMBERS

CONTINUE READING THIS STORY AT: 
HOLTVILLETRIBUNE.COM
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Holtville High School sophomore Jasmine Garewal hits the ball during a 
scrimmage against Calexico at Southwest High in El Centro on Saturday, Aug. 7. 
| CAMILO GARCIA JR. PHOTO

VOLLEYBALL

COVID Pauses Vikings' Season

BY MURRAY ANDERSON
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — After only 
six days back on the court, the 
Holtville High School volleyball 
program has come to a tempo-
rary halt due to multiple mem-
bers of the program testing pos-
itive for COVID.

After 21 months away from 
volleyball, players and coaches 
returned on Aug. 2 only to have 
to pause again after participat-
ing in volleyball scrimmages at 
Southwest High School in El 
Centro on Saturday, Aug. 7. 

“We have a couple members 
of the volleyball team who have 
tested positive for COVID. For-
tunately, all are symptom-free 
and got tested because they 
came into contact with another 
individual who tested positive,” 
said C.J. Johnston, Holtville 
High’s athletic director and vice 
principal, in a text message sent 
to parents of volleyball players. 
“We have canceled practices 
until further notice. Games are 
canceled this week.”

Johnston said he has reached 
out to all athletic directors in the 
Imperial Valley to alert them to 
the situation while head volley-
ball coach Chelsey Strahm has 
reached out to the other volley-
ball coaches in the Valley.

“We are working with the lo-
cal health department and fol-
lowing the guidelines as far as 
contact tracing and sorting out 
how far back it goes,” Johnston 
said in an interview on Tuesday, 
Aug. 10.

School officials met with Im-
perial County Public Health Di-
rector Janette Angulo late Tues-
day, who informed them that 
due to multiple COVID-pos-
itive cases on the team (three 
or more), the program would 
be not be able to resume ac-
tion until Aug. 23. In essence, 
the program is under a 14-day 
shutdown, officials said.

At Saturday’s scrimmages at 
Southwest High, Holtville’s vol-
leyball program participated in 
the freshman, junior varsity and 
varsity events. Some players 
participated in both the fresh-

man and junior varsity games 
and one player participated in 
both the junior varsity and var-
sity games. 

So for the Vikings, contact 
tracing hits all three levels of 
the program.

“We are still contact tracing 
and working with our school 
nurse and health department 
and reviewing new CDC guide-
lines that were just released to 
determine further actions,” 
Johnston said in the message to 
parents.

Calexico High faced Holtville 
in all three levels at the scrim-
mages and was alerted on Mon-
day, Aug. 9, to members of the 
Vikings’ program testing posi-
tive.

“When we found out we took 
the freshman and junior varsi-
ty and the coaches to get tested 
and, fortunately, all were neg-
ative,” said Humberto Sierra, 
Calexico High’s head volleyball 
coach. “So we have been prac-
ticing as normal with no girls 
showing symptoms.”

Sierra said the Bulldogs still 
plan to traveling to Blythe to 
take on Palo Verde in their sea-
son-opening contest on Thurs-
day, Aug. 12. 

The Vikings were scheduled 
to begin their regular season 
with a match at Calipatria on 
Tuesday, followed by a home 
game against Southwest of El 
Centro on Thursday. Those 
contests have been canceled 
and are being rescheduled to 
later in the season.

“My concern is this is hap-
pening now and we haven’t 
started school yet,” Johnston 
said. “I hope we won’t be deal-
ing with this all school year 
where we start and stop multi-
ple times.”

In spring, the indoor sports 
of boys and girls basketball and 
wrestling competed but were 
required to submit to regular 
COVID testing. Johnston said 
the school will be tightening up 
its protocols and require regular 
screening prior to practice and 
games and possibly bring back 
the required testing to partici-
pate in indoor sports.

Holtville High School 
junior Kamryn Walker 
goes up for a hit during 
a scrimmage against 
Calexico at Southwest 
High in El Centro on 
Saturday, Aug. 7. The 
Vikings’ volleyball 
program was forced 
to halt practices 
and cancel games 
for the week after 
multiple members of 
the program tested 
positive for COVID. | 
CAMILO GARCIA JR. 
PHOTO

Outbreak, Exposures Occur Across 
Freshman, JV, and Varsity Squads
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