
BY ELIZABETH VARIN
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

IMPERIAL COUNTY — Starting 
in August and continuing into 
September, keeping the lights on 
and the air conditioner running for 
residents in the Imperial Irrigation 
District’s service area has gotten 
more expensive. 

However, it isn’t as expensive as it 
could have been.

Although the base power rate 
remains unchanged for the district’s 
service area, which includes all 
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BY MARCIE LANDEROS

HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — For almost an hour 
and a half, it was the “other side” in 
Holtville who made their voices heard 
in the debate over California’s masking 
mandate during a school board meeting 
inside Finely Elementary’s auditorium 
on Monday, Aug. 16, less than a week 
after the board decided to selectively 
enforce the state order.

The issue was not part of the regularly 
scheduled Holtville Unified School Dis-
trict meeting agenda for Monday night, 
but the public comment portion of the 
meeting seemed to serve as a continu-
ance of the Aug. 12 special meeting in 
which the board decided, 4-1, to com-
ply with the state’s mask mandate, but 
not take any corrective action against 
students who come to school without 
wearing a mask.

This comes as the Imperial County 
Health Officer, Dr. Stephen Munday, 
issued a universal indoor mask order, 
no matter vaccination status, effective at 
noon Wednesday, Aug. 18.

On Monday evening, about 50 peo-
ple spread out in the auditorium, where 
about a dozen people took the mic to 
say their piece, three quarters of whom 
spoke out against the previous board de-

cision.
The issue was due to spill over into yet 

a third meeting, when school officials 
scheduled a special meeting for 5:45 
p.m. (open session) Wednesday inside 
the school district board room, 621 E. 
Sixth St. There was no action calendar 
on the agenda, only public comments 
and a joint informational presentation 
from the Imperial County Public Health 
Department and Imperial County Of-
fice of Education. 

The meeting was to occur past this 
newspaper’s deadline.

Opening speaker on Monday evening 
was Bianca Padilla, a former Holtville 
City Council member who set the tone 
for the evening, which would include 
fiery opinions on an issue already decid-
ed, at least for now. 

Those Against Holtville 
Mask Decision Sound Off

Jose M. Gomez questions the Holtville Unified School District board on why they can cite dress code violations on the "Don't Tread On Me" shirt that he was wearing 
but they cannot enforce the mask mandate. Gomez was one of about a dozen people who spoke during public comment at the Holtville school board meeting on 
Monday evening, Aug. 16, in Finley Elementary School’s auditorium. | MARCIE LANDEROS PHOTO
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BY RICHARD MONTENEGRO 
BROWN AND ELIZABETH VARIN

HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

IMPERIAL COUNTY — Count 
Imperial County is fortunate in that 
it bucked a decade-long national 
trend in which more than half of 
America’s rural counties lost resi-
dents to the country’s major popu-
lation centers, but don’t expect local 
officials to cheer that fact.

Although the county showed pop-
ulation growth of just over 5,000 
people from the 2010 Census to the 
2020 Census, local policymakers and 
data wonks are expressing surprise 
— even shock — at how little the Im-
perial Valley grew, especially com-
munities like Calexico, where some 
were certain the population would 
have climbed well into the 40,000s.

“I don’t know where the hell those 
numbers came from,” Imperial 
County Board of Supervisors Chair-
man Michael Kelley said Friday af-
ternoon, Aug. 13, following the U.S. 
Census Bureau’s latest data dump on 
Thursday, Aug. 12.

“I thought we’d be touching 
200,000,” Kelley said. 

COVID
Affects
Census 
Numbers
Report: County Growth 
Smaller Than Expected

See CENSUS, PAGE 5

See MASK DEBATE, PAGE 9

BY JULIO MORALES
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

State-mandated face coverings are 
among this year’s back-to-school essen-
tials for K-12 students and have prompted 
backlash from some Imperial Valley par-
ents who would prefer they remain the 
ultimate authority about whether their 
children wear a mask at school.

At the same time, a pair of local doctors 
have appeared separately before multiple 
public school districts’ boards to share in-
formation about what they perceive to be 
the ineffectiveness of many COVID-19 re-
strictions, including having students wear 
masks indoors to help prevent the poten-
tial spread of the coronavirus.

School Mask Mandate Divides Imperial Valley

Students at Central Union High School in El Centro don masks as they depart campus on the first day of 
classes on Aug. 9. The statewide school mask mandate for students has raised the question by some parents 
about making choices for their children. | CAMILO GARCIA JR. PHOTOSee MASK MANDATE, PAGE 4
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POLICE BRIEFS
STAFF REPORT

HOLTVILLE — The following 
reports were collected from the 
Imperial County Sheriff ’s Office 
call logs for the Holtville substa-
tion from Aug. 10 through Aug. 
17.

TUESDAY, AUGUST 10
10:45 a.m.: Deputies received 

reports of a man with no shirt and 
dark-colored pants hitting cacti 

in the garden near Holtville City 
Hall. 

8:54 p.m.: A male subject at 
the 7-Eleven store on Fifth Street 
approached a female subject and 
told her to call 911 because he 
wants to hurt himself and others. 
The man was reportedly calm and 
didn’t have any weapons. 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 11
10:19 a.m.: Deputies responded 

to a two-vehicle accident at the 

corner of Fifth Street and Grape 
Avenue involving a gray Nissan 
Juke and a Hyundai Elantra. 

6:34 p.m.: A concerned citizen 
called 911 to report a man stand-
ing in front of Union Food Mar-
ket on Fifth Street waving a shirt 
in the air and yelling profanities. 

9:23 p.m.: A male subject called 
deputies to report himself for tres-
passing at Holtville High School. 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 12

9:03 a.m.: A subject called 911 
to report that a man had lit a car 
on fire in front of a home at the 
corner of Walnut Avenue and 9th 
Street. The subject was last seen 
walking westbound on 9th Street 
wearing a blue button-up shirt. 

MONDAY, AUGUST 16
7:32 a.m.: A Holt Avenue resi-

dent reported that his backyard 
shop had been burglarized and 
several tools had been stolen. 

Imperial County and a portion 
of Coachella Valley, the district 
board voted 5-0 to increase the 
energy-cost adjustment (ECA) 
factor of customers’ energy bill 
to counter substantially higher 
costs to the utility during the 
summer months. The rate went 
into effect on August’s bills.

The overall energy-cost 
adjustment rate will increase to 
$0.027 cents per kilowatt hour, 
about a 16 percent increase on 
the average customer’s bill for 
August.

The ECA is calculated 
monthly, both increasing and 
decreasing from time to time, 
to account for the fluctuations 
in market prices resulting in a 
higher monthly ECA rate.

The IID Board of Directors 
voted unanimously on Tuesday, 
Aug. 17 to keep the ECA at 
$0.027 per kilowatt hour for 
September and review the rate 
each month through at least the 
end of the year. 

The decision bucks IID policy 
that would have had the ECA 
factor set at more than 5 cents 
per kilowatt hour for both 
August and September.

Instead, said Chief Financial 
Officer Belen Valenzuela, the 
district is looking to set the ECA 
to only $0.027 cents per kilowatt 
hour during the highest usage 
months, before increasing it to 
about $0.04 cents per kilowatt 
hour for the rest of the year and 
beginning of next year. 

“To kind of not hit consumers 
in their pocket too hard in these 
high consumption months, what 
the board did last month was say, 
‘let’s stabilize the ECA and set it 
at $0.027, which is half of what 
it should have been when it was 
floating,’” Valenzuela said. “So 
going forward, unfortunately 
I’m up here with not much better 

news. 
“Right now, with the costs 

coming in for July, it’s showing 
that the ECA rate should be 
$0.0515 for September, which, 
remember, is paying for August’s 
consumption,” she added.

However, to stabilize costs 
to customers, the board voted 
to nearly half the ECA before 
potentially raising it in October 
through March to over previous 
power purchases

When the board approved its 
2021 budget in November 2020, 
staff had projected spending 
about $207 million on purchased 
power and fuel costs, she said. 
That number has ballooned 
to $283 million under current 
projections to cover what is 
needed during the summer. 

“The ECA is set to recoup any 
volatility in the market,” she said. 
“So, you’re going from a $207 
million budget up to a projected 
$283 million. ... What this is 
estimating is there could be an 
under recovery of $28 (million) 
to $36 million by year end. So, 
we knew at that point that the 
energy cost adjustment factor 
did need to be adjusted for these 
market conditions.”

Two major factors have been 
driving up the cost of power, 
IID General Manager Henry 

Martinez said. There have 
been major changes from the 
California Independent System 
Operators, and the energy 
market is especially high. The 
energy market being high could 
be contributed to coal plants 
retiring, as well as the upcoming 
nuclear plant retirement. 

The IID is subject to the 
market, he said.

“We’re price takers, not price 
setters really,” he said.

There was much discussion 
about what to do with the ECA, 
with a suggestion from Director 
Alex Cardenas to hold off on 
setting the ECA to $0.027 cents 
until a full accountability of rate 
stabilization funds was looked 
into. However, board President 
Jim Hanks cautioned Cardenas 
that if the rate was not set at 
a certain level, then it would 
automatically change to more 
than 5 cents per kilowatt hour. 

Hanks suggested setting the 
rate for September and resetting 
it each month but stopping at the 
end of the year.

“We should not extend 
this beyond Dec. 31,” he said. 
“Whatever is under collected at 
that time, we draw from that rate 
stabilization fund.”

Even members of the public 
were coming up with suggestions 

on how to save customers money.
Eric Reyes, Brawley 

resident and a member 
of the Energy Consumers 
Advisory Committee, asked 
the board whether every pool 
of money had been taken into 
consideration. He mentioned 
the millions of dollars the 
board had overcollected from 
ratepayers before the floating 
ECA was introduced a few years 
ago. He questioned why some 
of that fund couldn’t be used to 
help with this unprecedented 
time.

“It seems like a large jump 
in the ECA while everyone’s 
hurting right now,” he said. 
“What better time to correct 
what you did wrong with the 
overcollection?”

Staff presented the rate 
stabilization fund account, too, 
which is at about $67 million. 
However, that money is used as 
a way to get bond funding, and, 
as mentioned by the board, the 
district plans to go out for more 
bond funding in 2022.

By the end of the discussion, 
the five board members had 
come to an agreement to set the 
ECA at $0.027 per kilowatt hour 
for September and revisit the 
issue next month to see where 
the rate should be set.

ECA
From page 1

BY JULIO MORALES
CALEXICO CHRONICLE

EL CENTRO — Even before 
the latest county health order re-
quiring the use of face coverings 
at all indoor public settings, El 
Centro Catholic had already been 
recommending that its congrega-
tion use masks while attending its 
parishes.

The congregation’s decision to 
do so had come about three weeks 
ago in response to the widespread 
increase in COVID-19 cases. It 
also came from a higher authority 
— the bishop of the Catholic Dio-
cese of San Diego.

So, when the county Public 
Health Department announced 
that masks would be required at 
indoor public settings, venues, 
gatherings, and workplaces re-
gardless of one’s vaccine status 
starting at noon Wednesday, Aug. 
18, El Centro Catholic went about 
its business as usual.

“It didn’t come as a surprise to 
us,” said Father Mark Edney, re-
garding the latest mask mandate.

Indeed, about 99.9 percent of 
the congregation’s recent church 
attendees were already voluntari-
ly wearing masks, as well as social 
distancing. 

“People are deliberately not 
bunching up,” Edney said.

The countywide health order 
was issued by county Health Offi-
cer Dr. Stephen Munday on Tues-
day, Aug. 17 in response to rising 
local, statewide, and national 
COVID-19 cases, hospitaliza-
tions, and deaths due to the Delta 
variant. 

“The goal of the order is to 
protect our community and local 
healthcare system from a major 
resurgence of COVID-19 cas-
es and to allow businesses and 
services in Imperial County to 
remain open,” the Public Health 
Department said in a written 
statement announcing the new 
health order. 

Locally, the county was report-
ing a seven-day average of 12.3 
cases per 100,000 county resi-
dents, an increase from 9.5 report-
ed last week, the Public Health 
Department stated on Aug. 17.

The county also reported a pos-
itivity rate of 8.2 percent for the 
week of Aug. 6, up from the 6.1 
percent positivity rate reported 
the week of July 24. Yet, the latest 
data also suggests a decrease from 
July 31, when the local positivity 
rate stood at 8.6 percent and the 
average daily case rate stood at 18.

Additionally, 24 more cases of 
the Delta variant have been re-
ported locally in the last week, 
bringing the total to 46 in Imperi-

al County. Similar increases have 
been noted in neighboring San 
Diego and Riverside counties, the 
Public Health Department report-
ed.

“The continued rise in cases is 
of utmost concern, particularly 
in our neighboring counties who 
help support our local healthcare 
system,” Munday said in Public 
Health’s announcement.

Despite the rising figures and 
the county’s latest health order, 
the First Church of Holtville will 
continue to allow its dozen or so 
members to choose whether they 
want to wear a mask indoors, as it 
has since the church’s founding in 
March.

Part of its reason for choosing 
not to enforce the current and 
previous mask mandates is be-
cause of face coverings’ limited 
effectiveness as well as the con-
gregation’s fatigue with the con-
stant and shifting mandates, said 
church administrator Dina Patzl-
off. 

“We still are careful,” Patzloff 
said on Wednesday. “Anybody can 
still put them on to feel comfort-
able.”

Early in the pandemic, a previ-
ous health order by Dr. Munday 
had included a mask requirement 
even though the science about 
their efficacy was inconclusive. 

Since then, numerous scientific 
reports have backed their effec-
tiveness, he told the county Board 
of Supervisors on Aug. 10.  

Exemptions to the latest health 
order do exist. Those exemptions 
include, but are not limited to:
• Persons working alone in a 
closed office or room;
• Persons actively eating and/or 
drinking;
• Persons swimming or showering 
in a fitness facility.
Additionally, the California De-
partment of Public Health issued 
guidance that also exempt the fol-
lowing individuals from wearing 
masks at all times:
• Persons younger than 2 years 
old;
• Persons with a medical condi-
tion, mental health condition, or 
disability that prevents wearing a 
mask. This includes persons with 
a medical condition for whom 
wearing a mask could obstruct 
breathing or who are unconscious, 
incapacitated, or otherwise unable 
to remove a mask without assis-
tance. As appropriate, non-re-
strictive alternatives must be used;
• Persons who are hearing im-
paired, or communicating with a 
person who is hearing impaired, 
where the ability to see the mouth 
is essential for communication. As 
appropriate, non-restrictive alter-

natives must be used; and
• Persons for whom wearing a 
mask would create a risk to the 
person related to their work, as 
determined by local, state, or fed-
eral regulators or workplace safety 
guidelines.

However, individuals exempt 
from wearing face coverings in 
public indoor settings are re-
quired to wear a face shield with a 
cloth drape attached at the bottom 
unless otherwise advised by their 
physician.

COVID-19 vaccines are avail-
able for individuals 12 years and 
older and easily accessible at 
many provider sites throughout 
Imperial County, including health 
care offices, hospitals, community 
clinics, pharmacies, as well as the 
Imperial County Public Health 
Department. 

To locate a vaccine site, vis-
it VaccineFinder at http://vac-
cinefinder.org. To make an ap-
pointment through California’s 
MyTurn system, visit https://
myturn.ca.gov or call (833)-422-
4255.

Imperial County residents are 
also urged to continue to follow 
COVID-19 safety precautions in-
cluding frequent handwashing, 
maintain appropriate distance in 
public, and staying at home when 
sick.

COVID

County Mask Mandate Finds Supporters, Detractors
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BY DANIELA FLORES AND 
LUIS FLORES

GUEST COLUMNISTS

We all have that cousin, 
neighbor, sibling, or friend 
who to our surprise remains 
unvaccinated, and openly 
disregards the most basic 
precaution of mask-wearing as 
an exercise of freedom. Out of 
concern, perhaps you shared 
the latest Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention study 
findings, infection statistics, 
social media explainer, or plead 
that they consult reputable 
sources of information. These 
appeals often end in frustration.

While we may be tempted 
to approach this as a problem 
of scientific misinformation, 
what we are facing is a problem 
of the politics of identity. By 
this, we mean that our choices 
and lifestyles rarely reflect 
a series of calculated, cost-
benefit evaluations informed 
by research. Instead, anti-vax/
masking is an expression of 
identity. 

Consciously or not, people 
often make important choices 
by considering: “What would 
a Christian do?” “What would 
a father do?” “How would 
an advocate of social justice 
respond to this?” “Will my 
friends judge me if I do this?” 
“How does a progressive 
interpret public health 
regulations?” We understand 
the basic facts of situations 
through the lens of identities 
and social circles. That’s the 
reason vaccine hesitancy is not 
randomly distributed across 
the population but patterned by 
categories of race and political 
affiliation. 

With this in mind, we offer 
three reasons why trying to 
sway an anti-vax/masker with 
the right “science” is unlikely 
to work and offer alternatives: 
(1) this assumes that they don’t 
understand their own positions 
to be scientific and overlooks 

their adherence to “anti-science 
science.” (2) In some cases, 
systemic skepticism contains 
a grain of truth that should be 
engaged and redirected, rather 
than dismissed. (3) Portraying 
their positions as ignorant and 
unscientific will fuel “anti-
elitism” that is unlikely to nudge 
people toward reputable sources. 
We’ll discuss each briefly.

First, it is a mistake to assume 
that most anti-vaxxers are 
unscientific. While their beliefs 
wildly depart from the scientific 
consensus and have little basis 
in established research, anti-
vaxxers/maskers often use the 
language of science in their 
opposition to public health 
recommendations. Anti-vaxxers 
talk of carbon dioxide buildup 
in masks, obscure and retracted 
studies, unverified reports of 
vaccine side effects, and cite 
the Harvard credentials of 
fringe doctors that go against 
the overwhelming medical 
consensus. Any scientific study 
you share will be met with 
a selective study or expert 
pointing to the opposite finding. 
Anti-vaxxers understand their 
opposition as grounded in 
reason and science, and distrust 
bureaucratic institutions (like 
the CDC). Without addressing 
the mistrust of established 
science in the view of anti-
vaxers/maskers, scientific 
studies will seem like fake 
science. 

Second, trust in institutions 
ranging from healthcare to 
government is at an all-time low. 
When people distrust vaccines 
as part of a general suspicion 
of institutions, fully dismissing 
their skepticism is misguided. 
For example, some may say 
something like: “the healthcare 
industry wants people to 
remain sick, so they invented 
COVID-19 to sell vaccines to 
the government.” While this 
is false, the suspicion that the 
healthcare industry does not 
hold their best interests is not 

misplaced. The United States 
spends the most on healthcare, 
yet ranks last among industrial 
economies in quality of health. 
This is due to pharmaceutical, 
insurance, and hospital business 
strategies that put profits above 
care, and to powerful lobbyists 
in government that resist 
regulations that cut into their 
bottom lines, even when it could 
mean expanded, better, and 
cheaper healthcare. What some 
may be too quick to believe is 
a fanciful conspiracy, is just as 
concerning as corruption and 
greed. Perhaps most famously, 
among Black communities, 
skepticism toward medical 
treatments is grounded on a 
history of medical exploitation 
and racism, as Black patients 
have been subjected to unethical 
experiments and gaslighted 
by doctors who don’t believe 
their symptoms. In some 
cases, general skepticism 
against institutions holds 
a grain of truth that has to 
do with systemic injustices, 
imbalances of power, and 
corporate corruption. Trying to 
redirect conspiracy theories to 
recognizing systemic injustices 
might help bridge ideological 
divides. 

Third, by portraying anti-
vaxxers/masks as ignorant 
and uneducated, we are 

fueling a central claim by the 
conservative right: that elitists 
and progressives think everyone 
else is dumb. While this sounds 
petty, one of the mobilizing 
messages for conservatives 
is the perceived smugness of 
liberal technocrats, cultural 
progressives, and radical college 
students. Telling someone 
they are dumb for believing 
something is generally a bad 
strategy of persuasion or 
empathy. But this is more so 
with beliefs that are so closely 
tied to a person’s sense of self, 
their identity.   

What does this all mean for 
engaging an anti-vaxxer in a 
discussion? Firstly, it means 
that you need to understand 
what part of their identity is 
doing the work of interpreting 
vaccines/masks: is it their 
identity as conservatives, as a 
parent, as evangelical Christians, 
but also new-age and anti-
colonial identifications can 
fuel skepticism of western 
medicine. What part of their 
identity is threatened by public 
health recommendations? 
This, and not the question of 
scientific ignorance, is the more 
important starting point in 
engaging anti-vaxxers/maskers. 

It is common to paint 
progressives as promoters 
of “identity politics,” but 

liberals are characterized by a 
commitment to a multiplicity of 
identities — intersectional, fluid, 
and in constant self-examination 
(note the movements from 
“Hispanic” to “Chicano” to 
“Latinx” in efforts to capture 
intersectional and common 
experiences of immigration). 
What is distinctive about the 
American right is its adherence 
to a fixed identity politics: 
white, nationalist, evangelical, 
patriarchal. 

While some may cling to 
the hope that science can 
surpass political and ideological 
divisions, we see less reason 
for optimism. After decades of 
cultural agitation by opportunist 
politicians and evangelicals, 
science and facts bend to the 
identity of a reactionary right. 
What we have is not a problem 
of scientific misinformation, but 
of right-wing identity politics 
that distorts the world to fit its 
grievances.

Luis and Daniela Flores, 
siblings from Calexico, are 
co-founders of Imperial Valley 
Equity and Justice Coalition. 
The multigenerational group 
advocates for community 
empowerment, social and 
environmental justice, and 
health equity. Luis and 
Daniela can be reached at 
ivequityjustice@gmail.com

LOCAL NEWS

GILGAR

GILGAR | AUGUST 14, 2021

Abandoned Imperial Hotel Project Resurrected

9:03 a.m.: A subject called 911 
to report that a man had lit a car 
on fire in front of a home at the 
corner of Walnut Avenue and 9th 
Street. The subject was last seen 
walking westbound on 9th Street 
wearing a blue button-up shirt. 

MONDAY, AUGUST 16
7:32 a.m.: A Holt Avenue resi-

dent reported that his backyard 
shop had been burglarized and 
several tools had been stolen. 

 Bureau of Rec’s First-Ever 
Declaration on the Colorado 
Has No Immediate Impact 

of Imperial County

BY ELIZABETH VARIN
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

U.S. Bureau of Reclamation officials de-
clared the first-ever water shortage on the 
Colorado River on Monday, Aug. 17, and 
the Imperial Irrigation District weighed in 
on Tuesday, Aug. 17. 

That declaration has triggered cuts in wa-
ter supplies to some Arizona farmers and 
areas of Nevada for 2022.

In the U.S., Arizona will be hit the hard-
est and lose 18 percent of its share from the 
Colorado River next year, according to the 
Associated Press. 

That’s around 8 percent of the state’s total 
water use. Nevada will lose about 7 percent 
of its allocation, or 21,000 acre-feet of water.

California is spared from immediate cuts 

because it has more senior water rights 
than Arizona and Nevada. Mexico will see 
a reduction of roughly 5 percent, or 80,000 
acre-feet.

The Imperial Irrigation District has ad-
dressed the cuts, though the district won’t 
yet be affected by the recently announced 
shortage reduction. 

“The Imperial Irrigation District is ac-
tively monitoring the ongoing drought con-
ditions and forecasted reservoir elevations 
as the district looks to protect the Imperial 
Valley’s sole water supply,” IID board Pres-
ident Jim Hanks said. “IID supports a col-
laborative approach to river management 
and renewed efforts of the Basin States to 
ensure the long-term reliability of the Colo-
rado River system; however, the district will 
protect and defend the senior water rights 
that form the foundation of our rural com-
munity.

“The district will continue to work with 
its growers and Southern California water 
conservation partners to ensure the efficient 
management of all Colorado River resourc-

es, and anticipates additional discussions 
with federal and Basin State representatives 
to further opportunities to protect criti-
cal system elevations,” he continued. “As a 
long-standing advocate for the expansion of 
water storage opportunities in Lake Mead, 
IID looks forward to identifying additional 
water conservation or reuse opportunities, 

including those within IID’s service area 
while fully protecting public health and 
wildlife at the Salton Sea.

“Since late 2003, IID has generated over 
6.2 million acre-feet of conserved water for 
transfer or storage to further water sup-
ply resiliency in both California and the 
Lower Basin,” Hanks added. “IID’s ongo-
ing implementation of the Quantification 
Settlement Agreement, the nation’s largest 
agriculture-to-urban water conservation 
and transfer program, will generate nearly 
500,000 acre-feet of additional conservation 
in 2021.”

The 2022 cuts are triggered when predict-
ed water levels fall below a certain thresh-
old, according to the Associated Press. Hy-
drologists have predicted that by January, 
Lake Mead will drop to 1,066 feet above sea 
level, below the 1,075-foot threshold. 

More cuts are triggered when project-
ed levels fall to 1,050, 1,045 and 1,025 feet 
above sea level. Eventually, the Associated 
Press reported, some city and industrial wa-
ter users could be affected.

ENVIRONMENT

IID Monitoring Conditions Following Water Shortage

A person looks out over Lake Mead near Hoover 
Dam at the Lake Mead National Recreation Area, 
Friday, Aug. 13, in Arizona. The bathtub ring of 
light minerals shows the high watermark of the 
reservoir which has fallen to record lows. | AP 
PHOTO/JOHN LOCHER

Why Appealing to Science Won’t Sway Anti-Vaxxers/Maskers  
OPINION
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At least one local school board 
— Holtville Unified School Dis-
trict — has decided it will comply 
with the state’s mask mandate, 
but not take any corrective ac-
tion against students who come 
to school without wearing a mask.

Yet, whether local or state of-
ficials will take any enforcement 
action against the school districts 
that may not fully comply with 
or enforce the mask mandate re-
mains to be seen.

What is clear is the California 
Department of Public Health’s 
requirement that all K-12 public 
and private school students must 
wear a mask while indoors during 
the 2021-22 school year. Some 
medical exemptions to the mask 
mandate do exist and would re-
quire an alternative, such as a face 
shield with a drape on the bottom 
edge, if the student’s condition 
permits it.

When the state Department 
of Public Health announced the 
mask mandate on Aug. 2, it also 
indicated that schools would be 
required to send home students 
who refused to wear masks. How-
ever, it quickly reversed course 
and stated that the state’s school 
districts would have the discre-
tion to determine how they would 
enforce the mandate.

That is what Holtville Unified 
School District’s board appears 
to have done, when it voted 4-1 
to adopt a resolution that stated 
it would comply with the state’s 

mask mandate but refrain from 
taking any punitive action against 
students attending school without 
masks.

In a letter the district sent to its 
stakeholders on Friday, Aug. 13, it 
cited the state’s lack of guidance 
on the issue of enforcement as a 
reason for adopting its position.  

“Violation of the mask mandate 
shall not be a basis for punish-
ment of HUSD students (for ex-
ample, no suspensions, no deten-
tions, no academic retaliations, no 
expulsions, and no harassment),” 
the letter stated. “In addition, no 
HUSD student wearing a mask 
shall be punished, harassed, or 
discriminated against.”

The board’s vote came during a 
special meeting on Aug. 12, where 
a community update and board 
discussion on its mask policy was 
listed as its sole agenda item.

In explaining their positions, 
some board members expressed 
a distaste for having more gov-
ernment mandates intruding on 
an individual’s personal liberties, 
such as deciding whether their 
child should wear a mask or not.

The sole dissenting vote, board 
President Jared Garewal, said he 
was supportive of the mask man-
date and its enforcement, without 
which many students and parents 
were likely to feel less safe about 
returning to school. 

“My goal is to get as many kids 
in school as possible,” Garewal 
said on Friday, Aug. 13. “I want 
them to feel safe in school. I want 
them to learn and feel secure.”

Holtville Unified was among 

the first local public school dis-
tricts to resume in-person in-
struction the last school year, yet 
only about half of all its students 
elected to attend in-person in-
struction, Garewal said.

Aside from his concerns about 
students’ health and safety, Gare-
wal also was supportive of the 
mask mandate and its enforce-
ment for the added protection it 
could potentially bring the school 
district.

“We have an obligation to fol-
low the laws of the state,” he said. 
“By not following the mandate 
and enforcement, I feel like we 
open ourselves up to liability if 
something were to happen.”

For the most part, enforcing the 
mask mandate falls directly on the 
individual school districts, said 
county Health Officer Dr. Stephen 
Munday during a conference call 
with media on Thursday.

“When the school mandate 
was developed, it made it clear 
that compliance was going to be 
placed in the hands of the schools 
and not specifically the Health 
Department,” Munday said. “We 
are in most cases not an enforce-
ment agency.”

When it comes to communica-
ble diseases such as COVID-19, 
the Public Health Department 
does have the authority to shutter 
workplace sites or mandate addi-
tional safety measures if unsafe 
workplace conditions arise, Mun-
day said. 

Additionally, the California Di-
vision of Occupational Safety and 
Health (Cal/OSHA) has similar 

authority to ensure compliance 
with the mask mandate. Any 
enforcement action the agency 
could potentially take would like-
ly stem from an investigation of a 
complaint or notifications of seri-
ous injuries and illnesses, a state 
Department of Industrial Rela-
tions spokesperson said. 

The county Public Health De-
partment does provide some over-
sight and guidance as it relates to 
all state and local health orders 
and has reminded local school 
districts of their obligations under 
those health orders.

Imperial Unified School Dis-
trict Superintendent Brian Thom-
ason said the district will comply 
with the mask mandate largely 
because of its obligations to the 
health orders issued at the local 
and state level.

The district also intends to en-
force the mandate. The only stu-
dents who will not be required to 
wear a mask are those with a valid 
doctor's note for exemption. Stu-
dents with approved exemptions 
must wear a face shield with a 
drape. The other option is for the 
student to enroll in the district’s 
independent study program. 

“By not complying, the District 
would have potential liability in 
an outbreak situation,” he said in 
an email on Aug. 12. 

Brawley Elementary School 
District Superintendent Richard 
Rundhaug expressed a similar 
sentiment about one of the dis-
trict’s reasons for complying with 
the mask mandate.

“Health orders do have the 
weight of law behind them,” 
Rundhaug said in an email on 
Thursday. “Health authorities 
can close down nearly (every) 
environment that does not com-
ply with orders. I understand 
non-compliance could lead to a 
closure. I am guessing non-com-
pliance could lead to unnecessary 
legal liabilities.” 

Except for recess, BESD stu-
dents will be required to wear 
masks at all times while indoors. 
The Brawley Union High School 
District and Imperial County Of-
fice of Education also will comply 
with the mask mandate and fol-
low CDPH guidelines as they re-
late to applicable exemptions for 
students.

Responses from a few other 
local school districts regarding 
their potential compliance with 
the mask mandate were pending 
at publication.

Retired McCabe Elementary 
School teacher Angela Nelson 
said she has been encouraging 
and helping prepare community 
members to speak to their respec-
tive school boards about their op-
position to the mask mandate.

Nelson, who opposes the mask 
mandate, has also spoken before 
the county Board of Supervisors, 
written letters to school board 
members in El Centro, the Cal-
ifornia Department of Public 
Health, and local media, “which 
received a lot of horrible com-
ments.” 

“My concerns with this man-
date, which is not a law, are that 
government is reaching too far 
into our personal medical lives 
with these demands,” Nelson 
said in a social media message on 
Thursday. “Parents should have 
a choice whether they send their 
child to school with a mask or 
not.”

Of particular concern for Nel-
son is her grandchildren, one of 
whom is a vaccinated high school 
senior and therefore shouldn’t 
have to wear a mask at school, as 
well as a kindergartner who is en-
tering a dual-language immersion 
program and will likely encounter 
challenges because both teacher 
and student are wearing masks.

In recent days, both local doc-
tors Brian Tyson and George 

Fareed have been making the 
rounds at local school district 
board meetings to provide infor-
mation about COVID-19, the use 
of masks and children’s naturally 
robust immune systems.

A day after he spoke in oppo-
sition to the mask mandate at the 
Brawley Union district’s board 
meeting, Tyson appeared at Holt-
ville Unified’s board meeting of 
Aug. 12 to speak out against what 
he perceives will be another in 
a long line of failed COVID-19 
public health policies.

A better approach would have 
been to allow children to live a 
normal life, go back to school and 
fight the coronavirus with their 
immune system to help the wider 
community attain herd immunity.

“I still believe that is the route 
that we need to go,” Tyson said on 
the morning of Aug. 12.

He had also argued before the 
districts’ boards that young chil-
dren were not disciplined enough 
to wear and use a mask properly 
without constantly touching their 
mouths and noses.  

Most of all, he used his re-
marks before the boards to share 
information that he said suggests 
masks are essentially ineffective 
against preventing the spread 
of a respiratory disease such as 
COVID-19, a virus whose size 
can permeate even the most effec-
tive N-95 masks.

“We’ve been listening to the 
public policies for almost 18 
months, and they are not work-
ing,” Tyson said.

His practice, All Valley Urgent 
Care in El Centro, has also seen 
increased demand from parents 
for medical exemptions to the 
schools’ mask mandate.

“I think that people don’t agree 
with mandates that aren’t backed 
by science,” Tyson said.

For its part, the California De-
partment of Public Health an-
nounced on Aug. 2 that it does 
consider its latest guidance to be 
based on sound science.

“Masks are one of the most ef-
fective and simplest safety miti-
gation layers to prevent in-school 
transmission of COVID-19 in-
fections and to support full time 
in-person instruction in K-12 
schools,” the CDPH website stat-
ed. “SARS-CoV-2, the virus that 
causes COVID-19, is transmitted 
primarily by aerosols (airborne 
transmission), and less frequently 
by droplets. Physical distancing 
is generally used to reduce only 
droplet transmission, whereas 
masks are one of the most effec-
tive measures for source control 
of both aerosols and droplets. 
Therefore, masks best promote 
both safety and in-person learn-
ing by reducing the need for phys-
ical distancing.”

Local Health Officer Dr. Mun-
day explained recently that he in-
cluded the use of facial coverings 
in his health orders early in the 
pandemic before the science was 
more conclusive on their efficacy. 
Since that time, Munday told the 
Imperial County Board of Super-
visors on Aug. 10 that numerous 
scientific reports have backed 
their effectiveness.

Yet even in the absence of cer-
tainty, a mask is a layer of protec-
tion in a system of layers he com-
pared to “Swiss cheese.”

“One of the analogies that 
we've been using a lot in this 
public health response is the 
Swiss cheese approach,” he told 
the county board. “As you know, 
Swiss cheese has holes in it. But 
if you layer multiple layers … the 
holes are covered up by the addi-
tional layers.

“Anybody who can be vaccinat-
ed, we want them to be vaccinat-
ed,” Munday added. “We want to 
create a ring around those chil-
dren and others who cannot get 
vaccinated.”

MASK MANDATE
From page 1

BY BILL GAY
FOR THE HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

EL CENTRO — A visit to 
the Vietnam Memorial Wall in 
Washington, D.C., evokes many 
emotions. 

Settled in a section of the Na-
tional Mall near the Lincoln Me-
morial, a short distance from a 

busy Constitution Avenue, the 
wall is an uncommonly quiet 
place. Visitors privately, or in 
groups, ponder the thousands 
of individual names. They carry 
personal meaning for most vis-
itors. Some leave memorials of 
their own.

This November, emotions, 
memories, and tributes will be 

on display in El Centro’s Bucklin 
Park when a smaller, traveling 
version of the wall displays those 
same names. The visit of the Mo-
bile Vietnam Memorial Wall is 
the result of several years of hard 
work and planning by Imperi-
al Valley’s Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Post 9305 with assistance 
from several other organiza-

tions.
The Mobile Vietnam Memo-

rial Wall is being brought to the 
Valley by Point Man Antelope 
Valley, a nonprofit faith-based 
veterans’ organization. The wall 
they are providing is a half-size 
tribute monument of the Wash-
ington, D.C., memorial, but 
anyone who has ever visited this 

smaller wall can attest to the fact 
it evokes the same emotions.

Local major sponsors of the 
event, in addition to the VFW 
Post 9305, are the city of El Cen-
tro, the Imperial Valley Breakfast 
Rotary Club and AT&T.

UPCOMING

Vietnam Memorial Wall Coming to El Centro

CONTINUE READING AT:
 HOLTVILLETRIBUNE.COM
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Holtville Unified School District today announced an amendment to its policy for providing meals to students 
under the National School Lunch/School Breakfast Programs. The district will be participating in the federally 
funded Seamless Summer Option for the 2021-2022 school year. All enrolled students will be provided a nutritious 

lunch and breakfast every day at no charge at the following sites:

•Emmett S. Finley Elementary •Pine Elementary
•Holtville Middle School •Holtville High School

For additional information, please contact:
Lucy Chabolla, Food Service Department, 627 E 6th St. Holtville, Ca. 92250, 

(760) 356-4266, lchabolla@husd.net
In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in 
or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, sex, disability, age, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity in any program or activity 

conducted or funded by USDA. Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.), should 
contact the Agency (State or local) where they applied for benefits. Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities may contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-
8339. Additionally, program information may be made available in languages other than English. To file a program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, 
(AD-3027) found online at: http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html , and at any USDA office, or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the 

form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by: 1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture 
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights 

1400 Independence Avenue, SW 
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; (2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or (3) email: program.intake@usda.gov.                                                                                                                                                  

 
This institution is an equal opportunity provider

El Distrito Escolar Unificado de Holtville hoy anuncio una enmienda a su póliza para proveer comidas a 
estudiantes bajo el Programa Nacional de Almuerzos Escolares /Programa Nacional de Desayunos 

Escolares El distrito estará participando en el Programa de Servicios Alimenticios de Verano financiado con fondos 
federales para el año escolar 2021-2022. A todos los estudiantes se les proveerá desayuno y almuerzo nutritivos 

todos los días sin ningún costo en los siguientes sitios:

•Emmett S. Finley Elementary •Pine Elementary
•Holtville Middle School •Holtville High School

Para obtener información adicional, comuníquese con:
Lucy Chabolla, Food Service Department, 627 E 6th St. Holtville, Ca. 92250, (760) 356-4266, 

lchabolla@husd.net
Conforme a las leyes federales y a los derechos civiles, reglamentos y políticas del Departamento de Agricultura de los Estados Unidos (U.S. Departamento de Agricultura, USDA), se prohíbe a esta 

institución discriminar por motivo de raza, color, nacionalidad, sexo, edad, discapacidad y reprimir o tomar represalias por actividades realizadas en el pasado relacionadas con los derechos civiles. 
(No todos los principios de prohibición se aplican a todos los programas). Las personas discapacitadas que requieran medios alternos para que se les comunique la información de un programa 
(por ejemplo, braille, letra agrandada, grabación de audio, lenguaje de señas estadounidense, etc.) deberán comunicarse con la agencia estatal o local responsable de administrar el programa o 

el TARGET Center del USDA al (202) 720-2600 (voz y TTY) o comunicarse con el USDA a través del Servicio Federal de Transmisión de Información al (800) 877-8339. La información del programa 
también está disponible en otros idiomas además del inglés.                                                                                                                                                                                                                      Para 

presentar una queja por alegada discriminación, complete el formulario de quejas por discriminación del programa del USDA, AD-3027, que podrá encontrar en línea en http://www.ocio. 
usda.gov/sites/default/files/docs/2012/Spanish_Form_508_ Compliant_6_8_12_0.pdf o en cualquier oficina del USDA o escriba una carta dirigida al USDA que incluya toda la información 

solicitada en el formulario. Para solicitar una copia del formulario de presentación de quejas, comuníquese al (866) 632-9992. Envie su formulario o carta completos al USDA por correo                                                                                                                                           
                                     U.S. Department of Agriculture Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights                                                                                                                                              1400 

Independence Avenue, SW Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 fax: (202) 690-7442; o correo electrónico: program.intake@usda.gov.
 Esta institución ofrece igualdad de oportunidades.

Imperial County’s population 
grew from 174,528 in 2010 to 
179,702 in 2020, a nearly 3 per-
cent increase, according to the 
2020 Census Redistricting Data 
Summary File, which provided 
the first look at populations for 
small areas and includes infor-
mation on Hispanic origin, ra-
cial demographics, information 
for individuals 18 and over, and 
housing occupancy, among oth-
er data streams. 

The numbers represent where 
people were living as of April 1, 
2020, about a month in a world-
wide pandemic where much of 
the United States was on some 
level of lockdown and just learn-
ing to cope with COVID-19, the 
suspected and obvious culprit 
in an unremarkable national 
count.

“Many counties within met-
ro areas saw growth, especially 
those in the South and West. 
However, as we’ve been see-
ing in our annual population 
estimates, our nation is grow-
ing slower than it used to,” said 
Marc Perry, a senior demogra-
pher at the Census Bureau. “This 
decline is evident at the local 
level where around 52 percent of 
the counties in the United States 
saw their 2020 Census popula-
tions decrease from their 2010 
Census populations.”

Imperial County also solid-
ified its standing in the United 
States as the county with the 
highest Hispanic population, 
reaching 85.2 percent in 2020, 
up from 80.3 percent in 2010.

Assessing the Local Data
Calexico City Council mem-

ber Raul Ureña, who has been 
a big proponent in data-driv-
en decision-making, expressed 
similar surprise as Chairman 
Kelley. Since taking office in late 
2020, he has said at City Coun-
cil meetings that he was look-
ing forward to the population 

release, envisioning Imperial 
County numbers in the mid-
180,000 range.

“We may have had an illusion 
when young people came back 
home (from college) for the pan-
demic,” Ureña said on Friday. 
“Imperial County, at this point, 
is not the hot spot for growth in 
Southern California in the way 
it might have been just a couple 
of years ago.”

Other Imperial County offi-
cials expressed similar reactions, 
even in the face of growth.

The city of Imperial has been 
experiencing a consistent and 
prolonged growth spurt over two 
decades, as it positioned itself as 
the Valley’s bedroom communi-
ty with the development of tract 
homes and subdivisions along 
the Aten Road corridor and 
other areas of sprawl in all di-
rections, yet it’s county-topping 
37 percent population growth in 
the decennial census somehow 
seems anti-climactic.

“I do think COVID had a big 
impact on how many people 
made time to fill out the Census 
as a priority. So, I do think those 
numbers are probably inaccu-
rate to some extent,” Imperial 
Mayor Karin Eugenio said Fri-
day.

And smaller local communi-

ties lost residents in much larger 
numbers than were to be expect-
ed. Holtville lost nearly 6 per-
cent of its population, according 
to the new data, and one council 
member finds that suspect.

“I’m not sure how accurate 
the Census numbers are going 
to be considering the end of the 
counting was occurring at the 
same time as COVID was in 
full outbreak,” Holtville council 
member Murray Anderson said. 
“I know the Census count was 
being done online and in-per-
son, but again, with COVID in 
full swing. how true are those 
numbers?

“No way the population went 
down,” he added. “People just 
didn’t respond to the online cen-
sus or open the door when they 
went knocking. … Holtville had 
the second-highest response 
rate in the Imperial Valley from 
what we were told as a council 
from the Census people. I think 
Imperial was on top and Holt-
ville was second.”

In a year when COVID af-
fected so many aspects of the 
American experience, the 2020 
Census was an obvious casualty, 
as the local count was beset with 
problems from the start. 

The person-to-person as-
sistance required for an older 

and sometimes Spanish-speak-
ing-only population in already 
“hard-to-count” census tracts, 
or neighborhoods, was jetti-
soned as social distancing man-
dates put in effect in March 2020 
closed many of the planned 
computer kiosks around the 
county for the debut of an on-
line tally, and door-to-door can-
vassing was limited.

Calexico Mayor Javier More-
no saw it coming. He said his 
2020 election campaign was 
a clear indication of the pub-
lic’s unwillingness to opens its 
doors to the potential spread of 
COVID. 

“People were getting scared; 
people were not coming out. 
When I was campaigning, there 
was a lot of misinformation out 
there and uncertainty, (we were) 
not knocking on doors,” Moreno 
said Friday. “I think (COVID) 
totally reinvented everything 
that we do. The sick got sicker, 
and the poor got poorer.

“That is crazy,” Moreno said 
of Calexico’s census numbers. 
“Where is the gap, where are the 
people?”

Calexico did see growth, but 
not in any sense of what was ex-
pected. Imperial County’s sec-
ond- largest city grew by only 
0.15 percent, from 38,572 in 

2010 to 38,633.
The California Department of 

Finance projections for Calexi-
co for Jan. 1, 2021, were 40,485, 
almost 5 percent off the federal 
tally.

For all Imperial County, the 
state’s projections, which have 
largely been seen as accurate 
over the years, were vastly dif-
ferent. The Department of Fi-
nance estimated Imperial Coun-
ty’s population on Jan. 1, 2020, 
to be 188,422, which fell by 1.3 
percent with the 2021 projec-
tions of 186,034.

In any case, the state’s esti-
mate is off the federal count by 
3.4 percent.

COVID and Other Factors
The person charged with co-

ordinating 2020 Census activ-
ities in Imperial County thinks 
COVID is just part of a larger 
difficulty with dialing in on the 
county’s population figures.

Imperial County Deputy 
County Executive Officer Es-
peranza Colio said there were 
three factors that contributed to 
people’s resistance to respond to 
the Census.  

“At the beginning of the 
census campaign, several dis-
cussions happened about the 
inclusion of the citizen(ship) 
question which frightened some 
of the residents, not just in Im-
perial County but nationwide,” 
Colio wrote in an email on Sat-
urday, Aug. 14. 

“Even though the question 
was not included in the final 
census survey, the damage was 
already done,” she wrote. “Some 
people lost trust in the process 
and did not participate.”

The Census 2020 was also 
the first attempt to count peo-
ple online, she added. There are 
still many families and residents 
with no internet service or a lack 
of understanding on how to use 
computers and the web.

CENSUS
From page 1
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We are your physicians. You have honored us by entrusting your lives to us, as well as the lives of your loved 
ones. We are also your neighbors, your friends, and your relatives. We share with you a deep love of this 
region and of our communities. Like you, we dream of a safe, COVID-free future. 

 Please get vaccinated. We ask this from the bottom of our hearts. As your physicians, and as the people with whom 
you have worked, played, laughed, and cried, we must admit we are tired. We will keep working, of course. But we are 
tired. We are tired of the suffering, pain and death that can be avoided by getting vaccinated.

 We have studied the data, and we have seen the benefits of vaccination with our own eyes. The vaccines are well 
tested, very safe, and highly effective. Yes, masking must continue, especially with the highly contagious Delta variant.  
But nothing is as important as being vaccinated. 

 You’ve trusted us with every other aspect of your health. Please trust us with this. We are not asking you to do 
anything that we have not already done. Please, for the sake of our community: the young, the old, and all the in-
betweens, get vaccinated. 

Submitted and authorized by the Executive Board of the Imperial County Medical Society representing the members 
listed below.

Respectfully,
Theodore Affue, M.D. 

President

Dear community, 

Querida comunidad,
Somos sus médicos. Nos han honrado al confiarnos sus vidas, así como la vida de sus seres queridos. También somos 

sus vecinos, sus amigos y sus familiares. Compartimos con ustedes un profundo amor por esta región y por nuestras 
comunidades. Como usted, soñamos con un futuro seguro y sin COVID.

Por favor vacúnese. Se lo pedimos desde el fondo de nuestros corazones. Como sus médicos y como personas con 
las que han trabajado, jugado, reído y llorado, debemos admitir que estamos cansados. Por supuesto, seguiremos 
trabajando. Pero estamos cansados. Estamos cansados   del sufrimiento, el dolor y las muertes que se pueden evitar 
vacunándose.

Hemos estudiado los datos y hemos visto los beneficios de la vacunación con nuestros propios ojos. Las vacunas están 
bien aprobadas, son muy seguras y muy eficaces. Sí, el enmascaramiento debe continuar, especialmente con la variante 
Delta altamente contagiosa. Pero nada es tan importante como estar vacunado.

Ustedes nos han confiado con todos los demás aspectos de su salud. Por favor confíe en nosotros con esto. No les 
estamos pidiendo que hagan nada que no hayamos hecho ya. Por favor, por el bien de nuestra comunidad: los jóvenes, 
los ancianos y todos los intermediarios, vacúnense.

Presentado y autorizado por la Junta Ejecutiva de la Sociedad Médica del Condado de Imperial que representa a los 
miembros que se enumeran a continuación.

Respetuosamente,
Theodore Affue, M.D.

Presidente

Theodore Affue, M.D.
Syed Ahmed, M.D.
Mohammed Al-Jasim, M.D.
Veerinder Anand, M.D.
Athar Ansari, M.D.
Welim Azinge, M.D.
Afshan Baig, M.D.
Ramin Berenji, M.D.
Brian Bigoni, M.D.
Travis Calvin, M.D.
Arnett Carraby, M.D.
Mario Ceja, M.D.
Marisel Chibas, M.D.
James Corbett-Detig, M.D.
W. Dodson Creighton, M.D.
Belen Davila, M.D.
Tayson Delengocky, D.O.
Mohsen El Ramah, M.D.

Hussein El-Newihi, M.D.
Thomas Ence, M.D.
Jaime Estrada, M.D.
John Friedline, M.D.
Stacy Gomez, M.D.
Seung Gwon, M.D.
Susan  Hahm, M.D.
Hank C. Hill, M.D.
Shahid Hussain, M.D.
Anthony Huynh, M.D.
Vishwa Kapoor, M.D.
John Kelada, M.D.
Mervat Kelada, M.D.
Michael Krutzik, M.D.
Kestutis Kuraitis, M.D.
Ray Loo, M.D.
Vijay Mahendrakar, M.D.
George Maloof, Jr., M.D.

Majid Mani, M.D.
Daniel Manjarrez, M.D.
Sayed Monis, M.D.
Jason Moss, M.D.
Elias Moukarzel, M.D.
Stephen Munday, M.D.
Uberto  Muzzarelli, M.D.
Alfredo Negrete, M.D.
James Nelson, M.D.
Bernardo Ng, M.D.
Edward Ordorica, M.D.
Clara Padron-Sence, M.D.
Vachaspathi Palakodeti, M.D.
James Jackson Peairs, M.D.
Helen Pensanti, M.D.
Maurico Pons, M.D.
Jorge F. Robles, M.D.
Oday Saeed, M.D.

Unnati Sampat, M.D.
Patrick Pakan Sassani, M.D.
Lewis Self, M.D.
Prabhdeep Singh, M.D.
Charles Stevens, M.D.
Lorenzo Suarez, M.D.
Mahomed Suliman, M.D.
Yong Tan, M.D.
Sohaib Tariq, M.D.
Luz Tristan Palma, M.D.
Juan  Velazquez, M.D.
Tien Vo, M.D.
Mark Whyte, M.D.
Zoe Woel, M.D.
Patrick Wolcott, M.D.
Allan Wu, M.D.
Alidad  Zadeh, D.O.
Hamid Zadeh, M.D.
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~ support your state by vacationing here ~

hibernation is 
 finally over.

It’s time to get our economy moving again. 
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get-a-way to help get our state back to work.
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BY MURRAY ANDERSON
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — The Holtville 
High School football team didn’t 
get a chance to work out the cob-
webs prior to opening the 2021 
season on Friday, Aug. 20, at 
Southwest High in El Centro. 

The Vikings didn’t participate 
in the annual carnival that gives 
teams a chance to scrimmage oth-
er teams, and the scrimmage they 
had scheduled against Kofa High 
of Yuma was canceled. So when the 
game starts Friday, it’ll be the first 

time against a varsity opponent for 
many of the young Vikings.

“We don’t have a lot of returning 
varsity players so when we come 
out and get punched in the face, 
we’ll see how we react,” said Ja-
son Turner, Holtville High’s fifth-
year head coach. “There’s going to 
be some adversity early, we know 
that, but we have to weather that 
adversity and move on to the next 
play.”

Holtville and Southwest are 
scheduled to kick off at 7 p.m. Fri-
day, Aug. 20, in El Centro.

FOOTBALL

Vikings Kick Off Season at Southwest

The Holtville High football team had a “Beach Day” on Saturday, Aug. 14, at Mission Beach in San Diego. The Vikings 
open the season at 7 p.m. Friday, Aug. 20, at Southwest High in El Centro. | HOLTVILLE HIGH SCHOOL COURTESY PHOTOSee FOOTBALL, PAGE 7
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The Vikings won the Desert 
League championship in the 
COVID-delayed and shortened 
2020 season that was played in 
the spring. However, 18 seniors 
graduated from that champion-
ship team, leaving just a handful 
of players with experience un-
der the lights.

“We’ve got just enough re-
turners to hold the fort down 
when things start to go side-
ways,” Turner said. “Our whole 
mission this first week is just to 
play simple, sound football.”

Southwest had a tough season 
in the spring, going 0-5 over-
all and 0-3 in Imperial Valley 
League action.

The Eagles do return start-
ing quarterback Logan Jungers, 
a sophomore who completed 
48 percent of his passes in the 
spring. Also back for the Eagles 
is running back Estevan Mc-
Donough, who had 34 carries 
for 160 yards in the spring, and 
receiver Nate Smith Jr., who had 
11 catches for 104 yards and two 
touchdowns in the short spring 
season.

“The strength for Southwest is 
up front,” Turner said. “They’ve 
got some good size, so we have 
to figure out what to do to coun-
teract that size.”

The Vikings will line up with 
senior quarterback Spencer Hil-
fiker back after not playing his 
junior season. He was Holtville’s 
starter in 2019, leading the Vi-
kings to the CIF-San Diego Sec-
tion semifinals before falling to 
Mission Bay.

Also in the backfield for Holt-
ville is senior running back 
Payton Iten, who earned Desert 
League Offensive Player of the 
Year honors for his work in the 
spring. Iten ran for 694 yards 
and 10 touchdowns in the six-
game season. 

After two weeks of practice, 
Turner and his coaching staff 
elected to have a team-bonding 
day at Mission Beach in San Di-
ego on Saturday, Aug. 14. 

“It had been two hard weeks of 
practice and we wanted to give 
the boys a day off and let them 
have some fun,” Turner said. “It 
was a chance to get out of the 
heat for a little while and still 
get some quality team-bonding 
time together.”

FOOTBALL
From page 7

VOLLEYBALL

Let's Talk About It!

WELLNESS RADIO
Tune In and Listen:

• 1230 AM, Sundays at 7 a.m.
• Stream on Demand at KXORadio.com

WEEK OF AUGUST 16

Behavioral Health Outreach 
During COVID 19 Pandemic: 
Connecting with Distance

(Originally aired on November 2020)
With Guest Gustavo Roman, Community Service Worker, ICBHS 

Center for Clinical Training
In the best of times, mental health stigma limits people from 
seeking treatment that would alleviate suffering. Outreach is 

a key component of community mental health that shares the 
safety, normalcy, and success of mental health engagement in an 
effort to reduce stigma. The pandemic not only brought increased 
stressors in a variety of ways, but it virtually shut down communit 
you treach efforts which were primarily person to person in public 

settings. Please join us as Gustavo Roman gives us insight into the 
adaptations that outreach has achieved and how they continue 

their efforts to engage the community during the pandemic.

With Hosts Scott Dudley 
& Maria Wyatt

Do you have something you'd like 
to ask Scott and Maria? 
Send your question to 

wellnessradio@co.imperial.ca.us

www.co.imperial.ca.us/behavioralhealth
(422) 265-1525

¡Exprésate!

WELLNESS RADIO
¡Escuche!

• 1230 AM
• Transmitir a pedido en KXORadio.com

SEMANA DEL 16 DE AGOSTO

Difusión Durante la Pandemia 
de COVID 19

(Originalmente transmitido en noviembre 20202)
(Originalmente transmitido en noviembre 20202)

Difusión Durante, la Pandemia de COVID 19
En el mejor de los casos, el estigma de la salud mental impide que 
las personas busquen un tratamiento que alivie el sufrimiento. El 

alcance es un componente clave de la salud mental comunitaria que 
comparte la seguridad, la normalidad y el éxito del compromiso con la 
salud mental en un esfuerzo por reducir el estigma. La pandemia no 

solo provocó un aumento de los factores estresantes en una variedad 
de formas, sino que virtualmente cerró los esfuerzos de alcance 

comunitario que eran principalmente de persona a persona en entornos 
públicos. Únase a nosotros mientras Carlos Plazola nos da una idea 
de las adaptaciones que ha logrado el alcance y cómo continúan sus 

esfuerzos para involucrar a la comunidad durante la pandemia.

Con Anfitriona 
Dalia Pesqueira 

Si le gustaria tener respuesta a su 
pregunta en el programa, envie un 

correo electronico a 
programaexpresate@yahoo.com

www.co.imperial.ca.us/behavioralhealth
(422) 265-1525

BY MURRAY ANDERSON
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — The Holt-
ville High School volleyball 
program was given the green 
light to begin live practices 
on Wednesday, Aug. 18, for 
the varsity and junior varsity 
teams after quarantining for 
10 days after multiple mem-
bers of the program tested 
positive for COVID.

The Vikings participated 
in some volleyball scrim-
mages at Southwest High in 
El Centro on Aug. 7 and had 
multiple members of the pro-
gram test positive afterward. 

The players who tested pos-
itive were part of the fresh-
man team, so that squad will 
not be back to live practices 
until Monday, Aug. 23.

During the quarantine 
time, head coach Chelsey 
Strahm has been meeting 
with the girls daily on Zoom, 
including 7 a.m. workouts.

“We’ve been doing a dai-
ly workout with the girls on 
all three levels,” said Strahm, 
now in her fifth year at the 
helm of the Vikings. “We just 
want to make sure we can 
pick up where we left off and 
get some volleyball-related 
work in while we have to stay 

away from practice.”
Holtville was forced to can-

cel two matches last week, at 
Calipatria and home against 
Southwest High of El Cen-
tro due to the quarantine. 
A nonleague home matchup 
with Palo Verde Valley High 
of Blythe was scheduled for 
Thursday, Aug. 19, but has 
also been canceled.

The Vikings’ first game is 
now scheduled for Tuesday, 
Aug. 24, when they host Im-
perial in a nonleague con-
test. Game times are 4 p.m. 
for freshman, 5 p.m. for ju-
nior varsity and 6 p.m. for 
varsity.

BY MURRAY ANDERSON
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — It’s a differ-
ent type of athlete who excels at 
cross country. Early-morning 
practices, long runs and men-
tal toughness are all the things a 
cross country runner has to look 
forward to when getting involved 
in the sport.

But once the athlete commits 
to it, the rewards begin to flow as 
they see their times improve from 
week to week.

“It’s a very demanding sport but 
it’s certainly not impossible,” said 
Gerardo Lara, longtime coach for 
Holtville High School. “We are a 
small program, but talentwise we 
are as good as any team in the val-
ley.”

Lara’s Vikings began practice 
on Saturday, Aug. 7, exactly two 
weeks before the first meet, which 
will be the Vaquero Stampede, 
hosted by El Capitan High School 
in Lakeside.

The outlook for the Lara and 
the Vikings is promising on an 
individual basis, but maybe not 
as a team. For the first time in a 
long time, the number of girls out 
for cross country outnumbers the 
boys, Lara said.

There are eight girls current-
ly ready to compete with only 
three boys. Teams need at least 
five runners to be able to record 
a team score.

The leader of the girls team is 
sophomore Lilian Strahm who 
stormed onto the scene in the 
spring and finished in third place 
in the Imperial Valley League as a 
freshman.

“She’s currently No. 2 in the 
Valley according to last year’s IVL 
finals. She finished third but one 
of the top two graduated,” Lara 
said. “She is emotionally and ath-
letically a very talented young 
lady and if she stays on pace with 
her running she will be able to 
go anywhere she wants after she 
graduates.”

Seniors Danytza Sandoval and 
Lesley Sandoval will be counted 
on for the Vikings’ girls squad 

along with a trio of freshmen in 
Clara Strahm, Hope Neri and 
Ashley Reyna. 

On the boys side, junior Ju-
lian Reyna will be asked to fill 
the huge shoes of graduated se-
nior Alan Jimenez, who was set-
ting new school and IVL records 
during the last season.

“Julian is going to be a success 
story if he continues to work and 
finishes what he started,” Lara 
said. “Athletically he’s more tal-
ented that Alan was, so I expect 
him to be the No. 1 runner in the 
Valley.”

Holtville High School senior Orian Anderson goes up for a hit during a scrimmage against Calexico on Aug. 7 at Southwest 
High in El Centro. The Vikings resumed practice on Wednesday, Aug. 18, after 10 days of quarantine when multiple members 
of the program tested positive for COVID. | CAMILO GARCIA JR. PHOTO

Vikings Back on Court After COVID Pause

Holtville High School sophomore 
Lilian Strahm is projected to be one of 
the top-two cross-country runners in 
the Imperial Valley for the upcoming 
season. The Vikings open their season 
at the Vaquero Stampede in Lakeside on 
Aug. 21. | FILE PHOTO

CROSS COUNTRY

Vikings High 
on Talent, Low 
on Numbers
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PUBLIC NOTICE

PART I
BIDDING INFORMATION

COUNTY OF IMPERIAL
NOTICE TO BIDDERS

Sealed proposals will be received at the office of the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors
at the County Administration Center located at 940 Main Street in El Centro, California
92243, until 2:00 p.m. on August 27, 2021 at which time they will be publicly opened
and read at the above stated time and place, for construction in accordance with the
specifications therefore, to which special reference is made, as follows:

HEBER AVENUE IMPROVEMENTS FROM 10TH STREET TO FAWCETT
ROAD (WESTSIDE)

County of Imperial Project No. 6515

The contractor shall possess a California contractor's license, Class A, at the time this contract is
awarded.  In all contracts subject to this part where federal funds are involved, no bid submitted
shall be invalidated by the failure of the bidder to be licensed in accordance with the laws of the
State of California.  However, at the time the contract is awarded, the contractor shall be proper-
ly licensed in accordance with the laws of the State of California.  The first payment for work or
material under any contract shall not be made unless and until the Registrar of Contractors veri-
fies to the agency that the records of the Contractors' State License Board indicate that the con-
tractor was properly licensed at the time other contract was awarded.  Any bidder or contractor
not so licensed shall be subject to all legal penalties imposed by law, including, but not limited
to, any appropriate disciplinary action by the Contractors' State License Board.

Bids are required for the entire work described herein.  The contractor does not have the option
to submit a bid proposal on only a portion of the following described work. The contractor must
respond with a bid proposal for Bid.

Recommendation of selection to award Base Bid will be based on cost and budget availability at
time of award. For purposes of determination of the lowest bid, Public Contract Code Section
20103.8 (a) will be used.

Technical questions or clarifications must be in writing and should be directed to the Imperial
County Department of Public Works, Attention to Robert Ureña III, Civil Engineer Assistant II,
at 155 S. 11th Street, El Centro, CA 92243 or emailed to roberturena@co.imperial.ca.us before
August 13, 2021. No questions will be responded to after this day.

Questions about alleged patent ambiguity of the plans, specifications, or estimate must be sub-
mitted communicated as a bidder inquiry before bid opening. After this time, the County will not
consider these questions as bid protests.

Alternately, the bid documents can be found on Imperial County Public Works website under
"Projects Out to Bid" at www.co.imperial.ca.us/PublicWorks/Index.htm.

Only those firms who have purchased the bid documents and the required trade journals will be
directly provided any addendums that may be issued for this project prior to the bid opening
date. Every attempt will be made to post addendums on the above mentioned Imperial County
Public Works website as well.

This contract is subject to state contract nondiscrimination and compliance requirements pur-
suant to Government Code, Section 12990.

Inquiries or questions based on alleged patent ambiguity of the plans, specifications, or estimate
must be communicated as a bidder inquiry prior to bid opening.  Any such inquiries or ques-
tions, submitted after bid opening, will not be treated as a bid protest.

Bid security shall accompany the bid in the form of a certified or cashier's check, or a Bid Bond
for ten (10) percent of the maximum bid amount being proposed.

The successful bidder shall furnish a payment bond and a performance bond, both equal to 100%
of the contract amount. The submission of a labor and materials bond (payment bond) is
required on projects in excess of $25,000.00.

Bidders are advised that, they may substitute securities in place retained funds withheld by
County. Cal. Pub. Cont. Code Section 22300. Alternatively, an escrow agreement, in the form
prescribed by the code, may be used by the bidder.

The County of Imperial hereby affirms and notifies all bidders that it will affirmatively insure
that in any contract entered into pursuant to this advertisement, disadvantaged business enter-
prises will be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in response to this invitation and will not
be discriminated against on the grounds of race, sex, color, or national origin in consideration
for an award.

Federal, State and local regulations and reporting requirements applicable to the proposed work
must be complied with for this project.

No work shall be performed by contractor or subcontractors who are ineligible pursuant to Cal.
Lab. Code 1777.1 and 1777.7.

Contractor and its subcontractors shall pay all workers employed on the project the rates deter-
mined by the Director of California Department of Industrial Relations (DIR).

These wages are also available from the California Department of Industrial Relations'
Internet web site at http://www.dir.ca.gov. Future effective general prevailing wage rates,
which have been predetermined and are on file with the California Department of Industrial
Relations are referenced but not printed in the general prevailing wage rates.

Pursuant to Section 1773 of the Labor Code, the general prevailing rate of wages in the
County in which the work is to be done has been determined by the Director of the California
Department of Industrial Relations and are on file and available from the Clerk of the Board
of  Supervisors located at the County Administration Center, 940 Main Street, Suite 209, El
Centro, CA 92243.

If there is a difference between the minimum wage rates predetermined by the Secretary of
Labor and the general prevailing wage rates determined by the Director of the California
Department of Industrial Relations for similar classifications of labor, the Contractor and sub-
contractors shall pay not less than the higher wage rate.  The Department will not accept lower
State wage rates not specifically included in the Federal minimum wage determinations.  This
includes "helper" (or other classifications based on hours of experience) or any other classifica-
tion not appearing in the Federal wage determinations.  Where Federal wage determinations do
not contain the State wage rate determination otherwise available for use by the Contractor and
subcontractors, the Contractor and subcontractors shall pay not less than the Federal minimum
wage rate, which most closely approximates the duties of the employees in question.

The U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) provides a toll-free "hotline" service to report bid
rigging activities.  Bid rigging activities can be reported Mondays through Fridays, between
8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., eastern time, telephone no. 1-800-424-9071.  Anyone with knowledge
of possible bid rigging, bidder collusion, or other fraudulent activities should use the "hotline"
to report these activities.  The "hotline" is part of the DOT's continuing effort to identify and
investigate highway construction contract fraud and abuse and is operated under the direction of
the DOT Inspector General.  All information will be treated confidentially and caller anonymi-
ty will be respected.

Withdrawal of bids shall not be permitted for a period of seventy five (75) days after the date
set for the opening thereof.

Monies withheld by the owner to ensure performance under the contract may be released in
accordance with Government Code Section 4590 and these contract documents.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------
Blanca Acosta
Clerk of the Board of Supervisors

Legal 9061                                                            Publish: July 29, Aug. 5, 12, 19, 2021

PUBLIC NOTICE

Plans, specifications, and proposal forms (bid documents) for bidding this project can be
obtained at the office of the Imperial County Department of Public Works; 155 South 11th
Street, El Centro, CA 92243.  A $100.00 fee is required (no refund will be made).  Mail service
is available at an additional cost of $15.00 per set of documents.  Make checks payable to the
County of Imperial Department of Public Works.

“OK, I am going to make an 
educated guess here, that no-
body on this board is currently 
going to school or working at 
a job that requires you to be in 
a room for six hours a day or 
more, with 20 to 30 people at all 
times, that you do not know or 
choose to be with,” Padilla said. 

“I am guessing that most of 
you are self-employed and have 
the freedom to work from home, 
or work from a chosen office, 
and to go out and about as you 
see fit in your day. I also know 
for a fact, that you all had the 
choice to get vaccinated against 
COVID, and I am guessing that 
some of you board members 
probably did,” she added. “My 
son is 5 years old and getting 
ready to start kindergarten. He 
doesn’t have any of those choic-
es.”

While Padilla expressed em-
pathy with the difficult position 
the school board is in, she, along 
with others in the community, 
encouraged the school board to 
“make the right choice” by put-
ting public safety before person-

al choices. 
The family of the sole Holt-

ville Unified School District 
trustee to cast the dissenting 
vote against the board modified 
approach to the mandate, Jared 
Garewal, attended the meeting 
and several of them spoke.

Abby Garewal, a recent grad-
uate of Holtville High whose sis-
ters still attend school in the dis-
trict, stepped up to microphone 
to speak to the board about how 
poverty rates and high rates of 
respiratory disease in our coun-
ty make our community vulner-
able, making the school board’s 
choice even more dangerous. 

Abby’s uncle, Justin Gare-
wal, was also in attendance, 
demanding to know what the 
school board’s plans were if the 
state cuts off funding because 
they are not enforcing the man-
date, or if the school is sued by 
the parent of a student who con-
tracts COVID.

Javier Ramos, another family 
member and Holtville native, 
and current Imperial Unified 
School District educator and 
administrator, questioned the 
school board about why stu-
dents who did not want to wear 

a mask were not expected to use 
the independent study program 
that Holtville already has devel-
oped. This program, he claimed, 
had been so successful that Im-
perial Unified School District 
was modeling their programs 
after Holtville Unified. 

Speakers were not limited to 
members of the general public. 
Several teachers spoke, among 
them Crystal Arias, a fourth-
grade teacher at Finely Elemen-
tary, shared that her niece and 
nephew have been transferred 
out of the district, despite all 
of her family having attend-
ed school in Holtville, because 
they no longer feel safe after the 
school’s announcement. 

She went on to challenge the 
school board, and the com-
munity at large, as she finished 
speaking.

“Please board, come to my 
classroom. Because in the six 
years I’ve been here, not one of 
you — and some of you I have 
had your children — has visited 
my classroom. To the commu-
nity, you are welcome to come 
visit my classroom, to see how 
amazing Holtville kids are at 
following for your safety. Thank 

you,” Arias said.
The other side of the debate, 

those who support the school 
board’s decision to not enforce 
the mandate, were also in atten-
dance, though several requested 
not to be quoted by the news-
paper, while others chose not 
to approach the microphone 
directly to voice their feelings, 
instead speaking from audience. 

Yet they were present at a 
public meeting and choose to 
speak on the mic and give their 
names. One was Stacy Hoyt 
Britschgi.

"I am a cancer survivor, and 
I choose to not wear a mask, 
because I need to build up my 
immune system. It is a personal 
choice,” Britschgi said. “Don't 
punish me or my kids for choos-
ing not to wear one."

While a few of the supporters 
did question the effectiveness of 
masks, and the danger COVID 
actually poses the children, the 
overwhelming majority of their 
supporters expressed that they 
simply wanted to be able to 
choose what was best for their 
child, without the school or the 
government telling them what 
to do. 

Not all the speakers partici-
pated directly in the debate. 

Holtville Mayor Mike Good-
sell, who spoke to the school 
board from his capacity as a 
teacher at Holtville High School, 
suggested that the school board 
take the time to look at the data 
from reopening and summer 
school to help inform their de-
cision on how safe it is to not 
enforce the mandate. 

Pine School eighth-grade 
teacher and president of Holt-
ville Teachers Association, Lee 
Austin Quarcelino Jr., expressed 
anxiety that the state may come 
after his credential for not en-
forcing the mandate and warned 
the board about the lability of 
not enforcing the mandate, but 
he focused most of his attention 
on the community. 

He urged them to put aside 
their differences, and to come 
together as a community, to get 
through the pandemic. 

After the meeting, school 
board were asked for follow-up 
comment, to which Trustee 
Kevin Grizzle said it was too 
early in the process to com-
ment on anything that was said 
during this meeting.

MASK DEBATE
From page 1
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SECOND AMENDED 
SUMMONS

(CITACION JUDICIAL)
NOTICE TO DEFENDANT:
(AVISO AL DEMANDADO):
WILLIAM O. BUNCH and LOLA O. BUNCH, husband and wife; KATIE O. JOHNSON, a
widow; ELIZABETH A. ABRAM; WILLIAM MARTIN and ADA L. MARTIN, husband and
wife; WILLIAM H. CORRY and VIRGINIA CORRY, husband and wife; GEORGE W.
LEMONS; FLOYD C. ROUECHE and GRACE F. ROUECHE, husband and wife; HERBERT I.
WHITCHER and BLANCHE D. WHITCHER, husband and wife; ROSA H. HUNT, a widow;
GEORGE McMICHAEL, a married man; BERNARD FERRER, a married man; KRISTIAN
NEREM, a single man; PAUL P. ROYERE, JUNIOR and PIERRE H. ROYERE, as joint tenants;
ISIDOR J. MICHELS, a married man; HAROLD BERNARD LEWIS, a single man; IRVING J.
SMITH and JEWEL I. SMITH, husband and wife; CONSTANCIO G. ILAGAN, a married man;
FELICIDAD C. ILAGAN, a married woman; CLAUDE A. BURROUGHS, a married man;
ERDIE R. FEES, a single man; JANE B. ROJAS, a married woman; MARCELO DE CASTRO,
a single man; OLINE WEBSTER, a married woman; ANNAH D. WELLS; CLARA O.
SAMUELS, a widow; JAY J. HARTER and LOUISE M. HARTER; JENNESS L. TAYLOR, a
married woman; and W. H. McFARLAND, all of whom are believed to be deceased. The testate
and intestate successors of WILLIAM O. BUNCH and LOLA A. BUNCH, husband and wife;
KATIE O. JOHNSON, a widow; ELIZABETH A. ABRAM; WILLIAM MARTIN and ADA L.
MARTIN, husband and wife; WILLIAM H. CORRY and VIRGINIA CORRY, husband and wife;
GEORGE W. LEMONS; FLOYD C. ROUECHE and GRACE F. ROUECHE, husband and wife;
HERBERT I. WHITCHER and BLANCHE D. WHITCHER, husband and wife; ROSA H. HUNT,
a widow; GEORGE McMICHAEL, a married man; BERNARD FERRER, a married man; KRIS-
TIAN NEREM, a single man; PAUL P. ROYERE, JUNIOR and PIERRE H. ROYERE, as joint
tenants; ISIDOR J. MICHELS, a married man; HAROLD BERNARD LEWIS, a single man;
IRVING J. SMITH and JEWEL I. SMITH, husband and wife; CONSTANCIO G. ILAGAN, a
married man; FELICIDAD C. ILAGAN, a married woman; CLAUDE A. BURROUGHS, a mar-
ried man; ERDIE R. FEES, a single man; JANE B. ROJAS, a married woman; MARCELO DE
CASTRO, a single man; OLINE WEBSTER, a married woman; ANNAH D. WELLS; CLARA
O. SAMUELS, a widow; JAY J. HARTER and LOUISE M. HARTER; JENNESS L. TAYLOR,
a married woman; and W. H. McFARLAND (all of whom are believed to be deceased) and all
persons claiming by, through, or under such person. All Persons Unknown, Claiming Any Legal
or Equitable Right, Title, Estate, Lien, or Interest in the Properties Described in the Second
Amended Complaint Adverse to Plaintiffs' Titles, or Any Cloud on Plaintiffs' Titles Thereto; and
DOES 1 to 200, inclusive.
The properties described in the Second Amended Complaint, that Plaintiffs seek to quiet title to
All that certain real property situated in the County of Imperial, State of California, described as
follows: Parcel 1:(APN: 061-010-008-000) The South half of Lot 10, Section 1, Township 10
South, Range 18 East, S.B.M., in the County of Imperial, State of California, according to the offi-
cial plat thereof. Parcel 2 (APN:061-010-015-000) The North half of Lot 12; the North half and
the Southwest quarter of Lot 13, and the Southeast quarter of Lot 14, Section 1, Township 10
South, Range 18 East, S.B.M., in the County of Imperial, State of California, according to the offi-
cial plat thereof. Parcel 3: (APN: 061-010-019-000) The South half of Lot 11, Section 1,
Township 10 South, Range 18 East, S.B.M., in the County of Imperial,  State of California,
according to the official plat thereof.Parcel 4:(APN: 061-010-024-000) The South half of the
Northeast quarter of the Southwest quarter of Section 1, Township 10 South, Range 18 East,
S.B.M., in the County of Imperial, State of California, according to the official plat thereof.Parcel
5: (APN: 061-010-030-000) The Southwest quarter of the Southwest quarter of Section 1,
Township 10 South, Range 18 East, S.B.M., in the County of Imperial, State of California, accord-
ing to the official plat thereof. EXCEPTING THEREFROM, the West half of the Southwest quar-
ter of the Southwest quarter. Parcel 6: (APN: 061-010-032-000)The North half of the Southwest
quarter of the Southeast quarter of Section 1, Township 10 South, Range 18 East, S.B.M., in the
County of Imperial, State of California, according to the official plat thereof. Parcel 7 (APN:061-
010-034-000) The Southeast quarter of the Southwest quarter of the Southeast quarter of Section
1, Township 10 South, Range 18 East, S.B.M., in the County of Imperial, State of California,
according to the official plat thereof.Parcel 8: (APN: 061-020-008-000) The Southwest quarter of
Lot 13 and the Southeast quarter of Lot 14 of Section 3, Township 10 South, Range 18 East,
S.B.M., in the County of Imperial, State of California, according to the official plat thereof. Parcel
9: (APN:061-020-017-000) Lot 3; the Southeast quarter of Lot 9 and the West half of Lot 10
ofSection 3, Township 10 South, Range 18 East, S.B.M., in the County of Imperial, State of
California, according to the official plat thereof. Parcel 10: (APN: 061-020-019-000) The North
half of Lot 11 and all of Lot 12 of Section 3, Township 10 South, Range 18 East, S.B.M., in the
County of Imperial, State of California, according to the official plat thereof.  Parcel 13:
(APN:061-020-035-000) The Northwest quarter of the Northwest quarter of the Southeast quar-
ter and the Northwest quarter of the Southwest quarter and the South half of the Northeast quar-
ter of the Southwest quarter and the Northeast quarter of the Northeast quarter of the Southwest
quarter of Section 3, Township 10 South, Range 18 East, S.B.M., in the County of Imperial, State
of California, according to the official plat thereof. Parcel 14: (APN:061-030-005-000) The
Northwest quarter of Lot 8 of Section 5, Township 10 South, Range 18 East, S.B.M., in the
County of Imperial, State of California, according to the official plat thereof. Parcel 15:
(APN:061-030-007-000) The Southeast quarter of Lot 8 of Section 5, Township 10 South, Range
18 East, S.B.M., in the County of Imperial, State of California, according to the official plat there-
of. Parcel 16: (APN: 061-030-011-000) The West half of Lot 11 and the East half of Lot 12 of
Section 5, Township 10 South, Range 18 East, S.B.M., in the County of Imperial, State of
California, according to the official plat thereof.Parcel 17: (APN: 061-030-013-000) The North
half of Lot 13; the Southeast quarter of Lot 13 and the North half of Lot 14 of Section 5, Township
10 South, Range 18 East, S.B.M., in the County of Imperial, State of California, according to the
official plat thereof. Parcel 18: (APN:061-030-021-000) The Northwest quarter of the Northeast
quarter of the Southwest quarter and the South half of the Northeast quarter of the Southwest
quarter of Section 5, Township 10 South, Range 18 East, S.B.M., in the County of Imperial, State
of California, according to the official plat thereof. Parcel 19: (APN: 061-030-026-000) Lots 3
and 4; the North half of Lot 9 and the Northwest quarter of Lot 10 of Section 5, Township 10
South, Range 18 East; S.B.M., in the County of Imperial, State of California, according to the offi-
cial plat thereof. Parcel 20: (APN: 061-030-030-000) The Northeast quarter of the Southwest
quarter of the Southwest quarter of Section 5, Township 10 South, Range 18 East, S.B.M., in the
County of Imperial, State of California, according to the official plat thereof. Parcel 21: (APN:
061-060-005-000) The Northeast quarter of the Southwest quarter of the Northwest quarter of
Section 11, Township 10 South, Range 18 East, S.B.M., in the County of Imperial, State of
California, according to the official plat thereof. Parcel 22: (APN: 061-060-008-000) The
Northeast quarter of the Northwest quarter and the North half of the Southeast quarter of the
Northwest quarter of Section 11, Township 10 South, Range 18 East, S.B.M., in the County of
Imperial, State of California, according to the official plat thereof. Parcel 23: (APN: 061-060-011-
000)  The Northwest quarter of the Northwest quarter of the Northeast quarter and the South half
of the Northwest quarter of the Northeast quarter and the Northwest quarter of the Southwest
quarter of  the Northeast quarter and the South half of the Southwest quarter of the Northeast
quarter of Section 11, Township 10 South, Range 18 East, S.B.M., in the County of Imperial, State
of California, according to the official plat thereof. Parcel 24: (APN: 061-060-017-000) The
Southeast quarter of the Northeast quarter of the Northeast quarter and the Southeast quarter of
the  Northeast quarter of Section 11, Township 10 South, Range 18 East, S.B.M., in the County
of Imperial, State of California, according to the official plat thereof. Parcel 25:  

(APN: 061-060-019-000) The Northeast quarter of the Northeast quarter of the Southeast quarter
of Section 11, Township 10 South, Range 18 East, S.B.M., in the County of Imperial, State of
California, according to the official plat thereof.
Parcel 26: (APN: 061-060-021-000) The South half the Southeast quarter of the Southeast quarter
and the Northeast quarter of the Southeast quarter of the Southeast quarter of Section 11, Township
10 South, Range 18 East, S.B.M., in the County of Imperial, State of California, according to the
official plat thereof. 
Parcel 27 (APN; 061-060-030-000) The Northeast quarter of the Northwest quarter of the
Southwest quarterand Northwest quarter of the Northeast quarter of the Southwest quarter of
Section 11, Township 10 South, Range 18 East, S.B.M., in the County of Imperial, State of
California, according to the official plat thereof. Parcel 28: (APN: 061-060-031-000) The
Northwest quarter of the Northwest quarter of the Southwest quarterof Section 11, Township 10
South, Range 18 East, S.B.M., in the County of Imperial, State of California, according to the offi-
cial plat thereof. Parcel 29: (APN: 061-060-032-000) The Southwest quarter of the Northwest
quarter of the Southwest quarter of Section 11, Township 10 South, Range 18 East, S.B.M., in the
County of Imperial, State of California, according to the official plat thereof. Parcel 30: (APN:
061-060-038-000) The Northeast quarter of the Southwest quarter of the Southwest quarter of
Section 11, Township 10 South, Range 18 East, S.B.M., in the County of Imperial, State of
California, according to the official plat thereof. Parcel 31: (APN: 061-060-039-000) The
Southeast quarter of the Southwest quarter of the Southwest quarterof Section 11, Township 10
South, Range 18 East, S.B.M., in the County of Imperial, State of California, according to the offi-
cial plat thereof.Parcel 32: (APN: 061-080-021-000) The Southwest quarter of the Northeast quar-
ter of the Southwest quarter of Section 15, Township 10 South, Range 18 East, S.B.M., in the
County of Imperial, State of California, according to the official plat thereof. Parcel 33: (APN:
061-080-036-000) The Northeast quarter of the Southeast quarter of the Southwest quarter of
Section 15, Township 10 South, Range 18 East, S.B.M., in the County of Imperial, State of
California, according to the official plat thereof. Parcel 34: (APN: 061-080-039-000) The East half
of the Southwest quarter of the Southwest quarter and the Northwest quarter of the Southwest
quarter of Section 15, Township 10 South, Range 18 East, S.B.M., in the County of Imperial, State
of California, according to the official plat thereof.Parcel 35: (APN: 061-080-041-000) The
Northwest quarter of the Northeast quarter and the North half of the Northeast quarter of the
Northeast quarter of Section 15, Township 10 South, Range 18 East, S.B.M., in the County of
Imperial, State of California, according to the official plat thereof. Parcel 36: (APN: 061-080-043-
000) The West half of the Southwest quarter of the Northeast quarter; the Northeast quarter of the
Southwest quarter of the Northeast quarter and the Northwest quarter of the Southeast quarter of
the Northeast quarter of Section 15, Township 10 South, Range 18 East, S.B.M., in the County of
Imperial, State of California, according to the official plat thereof.
Parcel 37: (APN: 061-080-046-000) The South half of the Southeast quarter of the Northwest
quarter and the Northwest quarter of the Southeast quarter of the Northwest quarter of Section 15,
Township 10South, Range 18 East, S.B.M., in the County of Imperial, State of California, accord-
ing to the official plat thereof.
YOU ARE BEING SUED BY PLAINTIFF:
(LO ESTÁ DEMANDANDO EL DEMANDANTE):
ROBERT SPAIN, an individual; GERALDENE SPAIN, an individual; and WILLIAM MEIN-
HARDT, an individual.
NOTICE! You have been sued. The court may decide against you without your being heard unless
you respond within 30 days. Read the information below. You have 30 CALENDAR DAYS after
this summons and legal papers are served on you to file a written response at this court and have
a copy served on the plaintiff. A letter or phone call will not protect you. Your written response
must be in proper legal form if you want the court to hear your case. There may be a court form
that you can use for your response. You can find these court forms and more information at the
California Courts Online Self-Help Center (www.courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp), your county law
library, or the courthouse nearest you. If you cannot pay the filing fee, ask the court clerk for a fee
waiver form. If you do not file your response on time, you may lose the case by default, and your
wages, money, and property may be taken without further warning from the court. There are other
legal requirements. You may want to call an attorney right away. If you do not know an attorney,
you may want to call an attorney referral service. If you cannot afford an attorney, you may be eli-
gible for free legal services from a nonprofit legal services program. You can locate these nonprofit
groups at the California Legal Services Web site (www.lawhelpcalifornia.org), the California
Courts Online Self-Help Center (www.courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp), or by contacting your local
court or county bar association. NOTE: The court has a statutory lien for waived fees and costs on
any settlement or arbitration award of $10,000 or more in a civil case. The court's lien must be paid
before the court will dismiss the case.
¡AVISO! Lo han demandado. Si no responde dentro de 30 días, la corte puede decidir en su con-
tra sin escuchar su versión. Lea la información a continuación. Tiene 30 DÍAS DE CALENDARIO
después de que le entreguen esta citación y papeles legales para presentar una respuesta por
escrito en esta corte y hacer que se entregue una copia al demandante. Una carta o una llamada
telefónica no lo protegen. Su respuesta por escrito tiene que estar en formato legal correcto si
desea que procesen su caso en la corte. Es posible que haya un formulario que usted pueda usar
para su respuesta. Puede encontrar estos formularios de la corte y más información en el Centro
de Ayuda de las Cortes de California (www.sucorte.ca.gov), en la biblioteca de leyes de su con-
dado o en la corte que le quede más cerca. Si no puede pagar la cuota de presentación, pida al
secretario de la corte que le dé un formulario de exención de pago de cuotas. Si no presenta su
respuesta a tiempo, puede perder el caso por incumplimiento y la corte le podrá quitar su sueldo,
dinero y bienes sin más advertencia. Hay otros requisitos legales. Es recomendable que llame a
un abogado inmediatamente. Si no conoce a un abogado, puede llamar a un servicio de remisión
a abogados. Si no puede pagar a un abogado, es posible que cumpla con los requisitos para obten-
er servicios legales gratuitos de un programa de servicios legales sin fines de lucro. Puede encon-
trar estos grupos sin fines de lucro en el sitio web de California Legal Services, (www.lawhelp-
california.org), en el Centro de Ayuda de las Cortes de California, (www.sucorte.ca.gov) o
poniéndose en contacto con la corte o el colegio de abogados locales. AVISO: Por ley, la corte
tiene derecho a reclamar las cuotas y los costos exentos por imponer un gravamen sobre cualquier
recuperación de $10,000 ó más de valor recibida mediante un acuerdo o una concesión de arbi-
traje en un caso de derecho civil. Tiene que pagar el gravamen de la corte antes de que la corte
pueda desechar el caso.                                    
CASE NUMBER: (Numero del Caso)  ECU001433
The name and address of the court is: (El nombre y dirección de la corte es):
Imperial County Superior Court
939 Main St., El Centro, California 92243
The name, address, and telephone number of plaintiff's attorney, or plaintiff without an attorney,
is: (El nombre, la dirección y el número de teléfono del abogado del demandante, o del deman-
dante que no tiene abogado, es): Orlando B. Foote; Horton, Knox, Carter& Foote, LLP; 1221
W. State St., P.O. Box 3307, El Centro, CA 92244; (760) 352-2821
Date: (Fecha)  July 21, 2021
Maria Rhinehart/Clerk of Court
Clerk by A. Jantz, Deputy
(Secretario) (Adjunto)
Electronicalaly Filed
Superior Court of California, County of Imperial
08/21/2021 at 12:20:06 PM
by: Angela Jantz, Deputy Clerk
Legal 6592 Publish: July 29, Aug. 5, 12, 19, 2021

PUBLIC NOTICE
PUBLIC NOTICE

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT  
FILE NO.: 21-589 
The following persons are conduct ing business as: 
Noah’s Ark Preschool and Day Care 722 E. 6th St. 
Holtville, CA 92250 
County of Imperial 
Mailing Address: 
P.O. Box 4 
Holtville, CA 92250 
Full Name of Registrants: 
Trinity Baptist Church of Imperial Valley 
722 E. 6th St. 
Holtville, CA 92250 
This business is conducted by: A Corporation 
Articles of Incorporation: C4619011 Registrant com-
menced to transact business under the Fictitious Busi-
ness Names) listed above on: September 1, 2005. 
I, Lynne Ming Declare that all of the information in this 
statement is true and correct. 
Signature: Lynne Ming, Secretary The filing of this state-
ment does not of itself authorize the use in this State or 
a Fictitious Business Name in Violation of the Rights of 
another under Federal, State or Common Law. 
Filed with the Imperial County Clerk on: July 22, 2021. 
A new statement must be filed prior to the expiration 
date. This statement expires on: July 21, 2026. 
Chuck Storey/County Clerk Recorder 
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy Clerk Legal 9058  
Publish: July 29, Aug. 5, 12, 19, 2021

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINISTER ES-
TATE OF: Eugene F. Bumbera 
CASE NUMBER: EPR000980 To all heirs, 
beneficiaries, creditors, contingent credi-
tors, and persons who may otherwise be 
interested in the will or estate, or both, of: 
Eugene F. Bumbera 
A Petition for Probate has been filed by: 
Elizabeth K. Walters in the Superior Court 
of California, County of: IMPERIAL 
The Petition for Probate requests that Eliz-
abeth K. Walters be appointed as personal 
representative to administer the estate of 
the dece dent. 
The petition requests the decedent’s will 
and codicils, if any, be admitted to pro-
bate. The will and any codi cils are avail-
able for examination in the file kept by the 
court. 
The petition requests authority to admin-
ister the estate under the Independent Ad-
ministration of Estates Act. (This authority 
will allow the personal representative to 
take many actions without obtaining court 
approval. Before taking cer tain very im-
portant actions, howev er, the personal 
representative will be required to give 
notice to inter ested persons unless they 
have waived notice or consented to the 

proposed action.) The independent ad-
ministration authority will be granted un-
less an interested person files an objection 
to the petition and shows good cause why 
the court should not grant the authority. 
A hearing on the petition will be held in 
this court as follows: Date: August 27, 
2021 
Time: 8:30 a.m. 
Dept. 9 
Address of court: 
Superior Court of California,  County of 
Imperial 
939 Main Street  
El Centro, CA 92243 
If you object to the granting of the 
petition, you should appear at the hearing 
and state your objections or file written 
objections with the court before the hear-
ing. Your appearance may be in person or 
by your attor ney. 
If you are a creditor or a contin gent cred-
itor of the decedent, you must file your 
claim with the court and mail a copy to 
the personal rep resentative appointed by 
the court within the later of either (1) four 
months from the date of first issuance of 
letters to a general per sonal representa-
tive, as defined in section 58(b) of the Cal-

ifornia Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from 
the date of mailing or personal delivery to 
you of a notice under section 9052 of the 
California Probate Code. 
Other California statutes and legal author-
ity may affect your rights as a creditor. 
You may want to consult with an attorney 
knowledgeable in California law. 
You may examine the file kept by the 
court. If you are a person inter ested in the 
estate, you may file with the court a Re-
quest for Special Notice (form DE-154) of 
the filing of an inventory and appraisal of 
estate assets or of any petition or account 
as provided in Probate Code section 1250. 
A Request for Special Notice form is avail-
able from the court clerk. 
Attorney for petitioner: 
James K. Graves and Vance B. McAlister 
Ewing, Johnson & Graves, PLC 636 State 
Street 
El Centro, CA 92243 
(760) 352-6371 
Filed: July 28, 2021 
Superior Court 
County of Imperial  
Clerk of the Court 
By Astridd Weirner, Deputy Legal 6598  
Publish: August 5, 12, 19, 2021

PUBLIC NOTICE
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NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINIS-
TER ESTATE OF: 
David Aaron Thomas 
CASE NUMBER: EPR001001  
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, 
contingent creditors, and persons 
who may otherwise be interested in 
the will or estate, or both, of: David 
Aaron Thomas, aka David A. Thom-
as, aka David Thomas 
A Petition for Probate has been filed 
by: Rebecca Walker in the Superior 
Court of California, County of: IM-
PERIAL 
The Petition for Probate requests 
that Rebecca Walker be appointed 
as personal representative to ad-
minister the estate of the decedent. 
The petition requests authority to 
administer the estate under the 
Independent Administration of Es-

tates Act. (This authority will allow 
the personal representative to take 
many actions without obtaining 
court approval. Before taking cer-
tain very important actions, how-
ever, the personal representative 
will be required to give notice to 
interested persons unless they have 
waived notice or consented to the 
proposed action.) The independent 
administra tion authority will be 
granted unless 
an interested person files an objec 
tion to the petition and shows good 
cause why the court should not 
grant the authority. 
A hearing on the petition will be 
held in this court as follows: 
Date: September 3, 2021 
Time: 8:30 a.m. 
Dept. 9 

Address of court: 
Superior Court of California,  County 
of Imperial 
939 West Main Street  
El Centro, CA 92243 
If you object to the granting of the 
petition, you should appear at the 
hearing and state your objections 
or file written objections with the 
court before the hearing. Your ap-
pearance may be in person or by 
your attorney. If you are a credi-
tor or a contin gent creditor of the 
decedent, you must file your claim 
with the court and mail a copy to 
the personal rep resentative ap-
pointed by the court within the later 
of either (1) four months from the 

date of first issuance of letters to a 
general per sonal representative, as 
defined in section 58(b) of the Cali-
fornia Probate Code, or (2) 60 days 
from the date of mailing or person-
al delivery to you of a notice under 
section 9052 of the California Pro-
bate Code. Other California stat-
utes and legal authority may affect 
your rights as a creditor. You may 
want to consult with an attorney 
knowledgeable in California law. 
You may examine the file kept by 
the court. If you are a person inter 
ested in the estate, you may file 
with the court a Request for Special 
Notice (form DE-154) of the filing of 
an inventory and appraisal of estate 

assets or of any petition or account 
as provided in Probate Code section 
1250. A Request for Special Notice 
form is available from the court 
clerk. 
Attorney for petitioner: 
Patrick M. Pace 
Pinney, Caldwell & Pace 
444 South Eighth Street, Suite A El 
Centro, CA 92243 
(760) 352-7800 
Filed: August 16, 2021 
Superior Court 
County of Imperial 
Clerk of the Court 
By: Irma de la Rosa, Deputy Legal 
6618 
Publish: Aug. 19, 26, Sept. 2, 2021

ANNOUNCEMENT
 

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, 
the most advanced 

debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule 

a FREE LeafFilter 
estimate today. 15% 
off Entire Purchase. 

10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-855-

424-7581 
 

Become a Published 
Author. We want 

to Read Your 
Book! Dorrance 

Publishing-Trusted by 
Authors Since 1920 

Book manuscript 
submissions currently 

being reviewed. 
Comprehensive 

Services: Consultation, 
Production, Promotion 
and Distribution. Call 
for Your Free Author`s 

Guide 1-877-538-
9554 or visit http://

dorranceinfo.com/Cali
 

Water Damage to Your 
Home?  Call for a quote 
for professional cleanup 

& maintain the value 
of your home!  Set an 

appt. today! Call 1-855-
401-7069

 
AUTOS WANTED

 
WANTED! Old Porsche 

356/911/912 for 
restoration by hobbyist 
1948-1973 Only. Any 
condition, top $ paid! 

PLEASE LEAVE 
MESSAGE  

1-707-339-5994. Email: 
porscherestoration@

yahoo.com 
 

DONATE YOUR 
CAR OR TRUCK 

TO HERITAGE FOR 
THE BLIND. Free 3 
Day Vacation, Tax 
Deductible, Free 

Towing, All Paperwork 
Taken Care Of. CALL 

1-877-573-9104. 
 

DONATE YOUR CAR, 
BOAT OR RV to receive 
a major tax deduction. 
Help homeless pets. 

Local, IRS Recognized. 
Top Value Guaranteed. 

Free Estimate and 
Pickup.   

LAPETSALIVE.ORG 
1-833-772-2632 

 
DONATE YOUR CAR 
TO KIDS  Fast Free 

Pickup – Running or Not 
- 24 Hour Response - 

Maximum Tax Donation 
– Help Find Missing 

Kids! Call 1-888-491-
1453.

 
BUSINESS 

OPPORTUNITY
 

Learn Free ways to 
make money online 

from the comfort of your 
own home with this 

FREE eBook. Check out 
the 10 methods here: 

www.thelocalforum.com. 
 

CABLE/INTERNET/
SATELLITE TV

 
AT&T Internet. Starting 
at $40/month w/12-mo 
agmt. Includes 1 TB of 
data per month. Get 
More For Your High-

Speed Internet Thing. 
Ask us how to bundle 
and SAVE! Geo & svc 
restrictions apply. Call 
us today 1-855-397-

7909. 

DIRECTV NOW. No 
Satellite Needed. $40/
month. 65  Channels. 

Stream Breaking News, 
Live Events, Sports & 
On Demand Titles. No 
Annual Contract. No 
Commitment. CALL 

1-855-404-2509
 

DIRECTV - Watch your 
favorite live sports, 

news and entertainment 
anywhere. More top 
premium channels 

than DISH. Restrictions 
apply. Call IVS - 1-888-

641-5762.
 

FINANCIAL SERVICES
 

Over $10K in Debt? Be 
debt free in 24 to 48 

months. No upfront fees 
to enroll. A+ BBB rated. 
Call National Debt Relief 

1-888-231-4274. 
 

Applying for Social 
Security Disability or 
Appealing a Denied 

Claim? Call Bill Gordon 
& Assoc. Our case 

managers simplify the 
process & work hard 

to help with your case.  
Call 1-844-998-1460 
FREE Consultation. 

Local Attorneys 
Nationwide [Mail: 2420 
N St NW, Washington 

DC. Office: Broward Co. 
FL (TX/NM Bar.)]

 
INSURANCE

 
SAVE BIG on HOME 

INSURANCE! Compare 
20 A-rated insurances 

companies. Get a quote 
within minutes. Average 
savings of $444/year! 
Call 1-844-410-9609! 

(M-F 8am-8pm Central) 

MEDICAL/HEALTH
 

Lowest Prices on Health 
Insurance. We have 

the best rates from top 
companies! Call Now! 

1-888-989-4807
 

REAL ESTATE/LOANS
 

RETIRED COUPLE  
$1 MIL for business 

purpose Real 
Estate loans. Credit 
unimportant. V.I.P. 

Trust Deed Company 
www.viploan.com 

Call 1-818-248-0000 
Broker-principal 

DRE 01041073. No 
Consumer Loans. 

 
TAX SERVICES

 
ARE YOU BEHIND 
$10k OR MORE ON 
YOUR TAXES? Stop 
wage & bank levies, 
liens & audits, unfiled 

tax returns, payroll 
issues, & resolve tax 

debt FAST. Call 1-855-
970-2032.

 
WANT TO BUY

 
FREON WANTED: We 
pay $$$ for cylinders 
and cans. R12 R500 

R11 R113 R114. 
Convenient. Certified 
Professionals. Call 

312-291-9169 or visit 
RefrigerantFinders.com

 
THIS SPACE  

CAN BE YOURS!   
CALL 1-916-288-6011 

or email cecelia@cnpa.
com 

 

CLASSIFIED ADS

Call (760) 482-7311 or (760) 222-8799Call (760) 482-7311 or (760) 222-8799

PUBLIC NOTICE

Amended NOTICE OF PETI TION TO 
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF: Josefina 
Galaviz 
CASE NUMBER: EPR000991  
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, 
contingent creditors, and persons 
who may otherwise be interested in 
the will or estate, or both, of: Jose-
fina Galaviz 
A Petition for Probate has been filed 
by: Sarah M. Enz, Acting Public Ad-
ministrator in the Superior Court of 
California, County of: IMPERI AL 
The Petition for Probate requests 
that Sarah M. Enz, Acting Public 
Administrator be appointed as per 
sonal representative to administer 
the estate of the decedent. 
The petition requests authority to 
administer the estate under the 
Independent Administration of Es-
tates Act. (This authority will allow 
the personal representative to take 
many actions without obtaining 
court approval. Before taking cer-
tain very important actions, how-
ever, the personal representative 
will be required to give notice to 
interested persons unless they have 
waived notice or consented to the 
proposed action.) The independent 
administra tion authority will be 
granted unless an interested person 
files an objec tion to the petition and 
shows good cause why the court 
should not grant the authority. 
A hearing on the petition will be 
held in this court as follows: 
Date: September 17, 2021 
Time: 8:30 a.m. 
Dept. 9 
Address of court: 
Superior Court of California,  County 
of Imperial 
939 West Main Street  
El Centro, CA 92243 
If you object to the granting of the 

petition, you should appear at the 
hearing and state your objections or 
file written objections with the court 
before the hearing. Your appear-
ance may be in person or by your 
attorney. If you are a creditor or a 
contin gent creditor of the dece-
dent, you must file your claim with 
the court and mail a copy to the per-
sonal rep resentative appointed by 
the court within the later of either 
(1) four months from the date of 
first issuance of letters to a general 
per sonal representative, as defined 
in section 58(b) of the California 
Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from 
the date of mailing or personal deliv 
ery to you of a notice under section 
9052 of the California Probate Code. 
Other California statutes and legal 
authority may affect your rights as 
a creditor. You may want to consult 
with an attorney knowledgeable in 
California law. 
You may examine the file kept by 
the court. If you are a person inter 
ested in the estate, you may file 
with the court a Request for Special 
Notice (form DE-154) of the filing of 
an inventory and appraisal of estate 
assets or of any petition or account 
as provided in Probate Code section 
1250. A Request for Special Notice 
form is available from the court 
clerk. 
Attorney for petitioner: 
Sarah M. Enz, Acting Public Admin-
istrator 
778 W. State Street 
El Centro, CA 92243 
(442) 265-7000 
Electronically Filed 
Superior Court of California, County 
of Imperial 
08/10/2021 at 10:56:44 AM By: Irma 
De La Rosa, Deputy Clerk Legal 6615 
Publish: Aug. 19, 26, Sept. 2, 2021

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice of Publication 
Control No.: 18-AF-001 

NOTICE 
NOTICE OF SEIZURE PUR SUANT 
TO HEALTH AND SAFE TY CODE 
SECTIONS 11471/11488 AND NO-
TICE OF INTENDED FORFEITURE 
PURSUANT TO HEALTH AND SAFE-
TY CODE SECTION 11488.4 
Jesus Enrique Vasquez Sanchez 
and any other interested party: 
On January 10, 2018, at Highway 
78 near Ogilby Road in the County 
of Imperial, California, the proper-
ty described as: $63,380.00 U.S. 
CUR RENCY was seized pursuant 
to Health and Safety Code Section 

11471/11488 by the San Bernardi-
no County Sheriff’s Department. 
The property has an apparent or 
approximate value of $63,380.00. 
You are hereby notified that 
the District Attorney of Imperial 
County has initiated proceedings 
to forfeit the above-described 
property pur suant to Health and 
Safety Code Section 11488.4. 
You are instructed that if you de-
sire to contest the forfeiture of 
this prop erty, pursuant to Health 
and Safety Code Section 11488.5, 
you must file a verified claim stat-
ing your interest in the property. 
You must file this claim in the Su-

perior Court of the County of Im-
perial located at 939 West Main 
Street, El Centro, CA 92243 within 
thirty (30) days of last publica-
tion of this notice. (Please include 
court case no. ECU000315 and AF 
control no. 18-AF-001). 
(NOTE: The court may require you 
to pay a filing fee at the time of 
filing your claim.) You must serve 
an endorsed copy of your claim 
on the District Attorney of Impe-
rial County, Attn: Asset Forfeiture 
Unit, at 940 West Main Street, 
Suite 102, El Centro, CA 92243, 
within thirty (30) days of filing the 
claim in the Superior Court. 

If a Claim and Petition are filed, 
and a contested hearing is held, 
you will have the following rights, 
which include, but are not limited 
to: You have the right to use the 
subpoena powers of the court and 
order wit nesses to attend; you 
have a right to testify on you own 
behalf, submit evidence showing 
the legitimacy of the seized as-
sets, and a right to cross examine 
the petitioners witnesses. This is a 
civil action: you have the addition-
al right to represent yourself or 
hire your own attorney, and there 
is no right to appointed counsel in 
this case. 

The failure to timely file a verified 
claim stating an interest in the 
prop erty will result in the prop-
erty being declared or ordered 
forfeited to the State of California 
and distributed pursuant to the 
provisions of Health and Safety 
Code section 11489 with out fur-
ther notice or hearing. 
GILBERT G. OTERO 
District Attorney 
By: Ronald Melton 
Deputy District Attorney 
Asset Forforfeiture Unit 
Legal 6610 
Publish: Aug. 19, 26, Sept. 2, 9, 
2021

PUBLIC NOTICE
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