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Public Health Confirms 
5 Active Outbreaks, 
“Including Schools”; 
Variant Numbers Increase 
400 percent in 3 Weeks   

BY RICHARD 
MONTENEGRO-BROWN

HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

The Delta variant-fueled COVID surge 
gripping the rest of the country appears 
to be picking up its pace in the Imperial 
Valley.

Nowhere is that becoming more ap-
parent than in the rumored and real ac-
counts of COVID case investigations and 
positive tests at schools around Imperial 
County just as the bulk of the region’s 
students returned to in-person instruc-
tion this week.

As reports of campus-based infections 
made their way among social media cir-
cles from parents and community mem-
bers, Imperial County Public Health 
Department’s top official confirmed a 
handful of outbreaks on Tuesday night, 
Aug. 24.

“Currently, there are five active out-
breaks in different settings, including 
schools. Schools are required to report 
individual student and staff cases to the 
health department,” Public Health Di-
rector Janette Angulo said late Tuesday. 
“Schools are to send notices about poten-
tial cases and exposures. Contact tracing 
and case investigation takes place. The 
local health department provides support 
and guidance, as needed, to schools.”
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Parents Anxious About 
Sending Their Children 

to School Have Freedom 
Academy, Principal Says
BY MARCIE LANDEROS
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — As students returned to 
Holtville Unified School district campuses 
for the first day of full in-person classes 
since the beginning of the quarantine in 
March 2020, Holtville High School teach-
ers, parents, and students expressed both 
nervousness and excitement.

Alicia Arevalo, special education teach-
er for the district, couldn’t hide her excite-
ment at having students return to campus 
full time on Monday morning, Aug. 23.
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Students Excited, Nervous for First Day
Students stand outside Holtville High School’s campus on Monday morning, Aug. 23, before the start of the first day of classes. | MARCIE LANDEROS PHOTOS

Holtville High School office staff member Valerie Mendoza checks students’ temperatures as they enter cam-
pus for the first day of classes on Monday, Aug. 23.

School District Trustees 
Vote, 4-1, to Undo Aug. 12 

Action During Special 
Meeting on Aug. 19 

BY MARCIE LANDEROS
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — After a contentious sev-
eral days of debate, the Holtville Unified 
School District Board of Trustees reversed 
its decision regarding how it would — or 
wouldn’t — enforce a statewide mask man-
date late last week.

The 4-1 decision was made during a 
fourth heated meeting convened to deal 
with the issue on Aug. 19, which deeply di-
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Board Reverses Mask Decision; Opts to Enforce

Jared Garewal (third from left), Holtville Unified School District board trustee, explains why he supports the 
mask mandate during the special board meeting on Wednesday, Aug. 19, in Finley Elementary School’s audi-
torium. Garewal was the only board member to vote in opposition to the board’s decision on Aug. 12 to adhere 
to the mandate but not enforce it. On Wednesday, the board voted, 4-1, to reverse that decision, with Trustee 
Robin Cartee (first from left), voting against reversal. | MARCIE LANDEROS PHOTO
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Truck Fire Threatens Patty 
Kopka’s Independence, But 

Community Comes to Rescue

BY MARCIE LANDEROS
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — During Independence 
Day afternoon, Patty Kopka was driving 
her work truck east on Interstate 8, head-
ing toward Yuma’s Civic Center for its 
July 4 celebration, where she planned to 
sell her sweet treats and beverages.

PK’s Rises from 
the Ashes 
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BY JULIO MORALES
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

IMPERIAL — Throughout 
his 24-year career in higher 
education, newly appointed 
Imperial Valley College interim 
Superintendent/President Dr. 
Lennor Johnson had been 
employed mostly in large 
metropolitan areas like Chicago 
and Milwaukee.

In such sprawling locales, it 
was not uncommon for Johnson 
to occasionally encounter a 
student or alumni who would 
provide an update about their 
ongoing successes. But such off-
campus interactions were hardly 
the norm.

In contrast, those types of 

chance encounters have become 
something of a common 
occurrence for him in the 
Valley. Because of its small rural 
character, Johnson said he is more 
apt while away from campus to 
run into a current or former IVC 
student who has good news to 
share.

“That’s one of the things that 
is really attractive about IVC,” 
Johnson said during an Aug. 19 
phone interview. “You just can’t 
get that in a big city, not to that 
level.”

Now, with Johnson’s 
unanimous appointment by the 
Imperial Community College 
District board on Aug. 18 to serve 
as the interim superintendent/
president, those encounters are 
likely to increase with the raising 
of his profile on campus and the 
community.

Prior to his appointment, 
Johnson was serving as IVC’s vice 
president of student services and 
equity. In his current role, he said 
he will continue to build on the 
campus’ strong leadership and 
sound financial position that his 
predecessor, Dr. Martha Garcia, 
had built during her tenure.

“My hopes and vision is to bring 
staff, faculty and students back on 
campus safely, eliminate barriers 
to students’ success, expand 
and strengthen community 
partnerships and increase 
enrollment,” Johnson said in a 
written statement IVC provided 
following his appointment by the 
board.

He will also be contending 
with the unique challenges of 
eventually resuming in-person 
instruction and welcoming 
faculty, staff, and students back to 
campus amid the pandemic, and 
ongoing and pending contract 
negotiations with the unions 
representing full- and part-time 
faculty.

Another concern that Johnson 
has inherited is the campus’ 
decreasing enrollment.

“Students are not coming back 
as they used to in the past,” he 
said. “(IVC) was a beacon of 
hope, and if they’re not coming 
back to school, they are losing 
hope.”

Johnson, who grew up in 
Chicago’s Southside, said that 
during his formative years he 
had never envisioned pursuing a 
career in higher education. 

“It was never in my plan,” he 
said. “Education found me, I 
didn’t find it.”

After being discharged in 1997 
from the U.S. Marine Corps, 
where he attained the rank of 
corporal, Johnson earned an 
undergraduate and graduate 
degree in business administration 
from Robert Morris University 
and Governors State University, 
respectively.

In 2005, he was hired by 
Robert Morris University as 
director of high school relations 
and communication, where 
he enhanced outreach and 
communications efforts that in 
turn helped increase enrollment 
at the private university in 
Chicago. 

Within two years he was 
promoted to dean of admissions, 
then served as a graduate 
curriculum lead and adjunct 
professor, according to his 
LinkedIn profile. While dean 
at Robert Morris University, he 

helped increase access for first-
generation, veterans, athletes, 
out-of-state and international 
students, IVC reported.

From there he went on to 
become senior director of 
admissions at DeVry University, 
followed by a stint as campus 
director at Bryant & Stratton 
College in Glendale, Wisc. At 
Bryant & Stratton College, he 
served as the chief executive 
officer over its Bayshore and 
Milwaukee campuses. His 
doctorate in education was 
earned from Argosy University, 
in Atlanta.

Once he found himself 
immersed in the field of higher 
education, Johnson said he 
became captivated by the ability 
of educators and administrators 
to help students change their lives 
for the better.

A highlight of his career has 
been watching students develop 
into mature and independent 
individuals who have mapped 
out their life’s goals and have the 
determination to follow through. 

“It’s almost like the 
manifestation of a totally different 
person,” he said.

In September 2016, Johnson 
arrived at Imperial Valley College 
to serve as its dean of student 
services and special projects. He 
continued in that role until July 
2018, when he was appointed vice 
president of student services and 
equity. 

Over the past five years, 
Johnson has helped secure 
millions of dollars in grant 
funding to expand services 
for IVC students, the campus 
reported. 

Additionally, he has played 
an integral role in the growth 
and development of the campus’ 
prison and dual enrollment 
programs, the food pantry, 
student housing and other 
programs targeting students 
who are considered foster 
youth, disabled, formerly-
incarcerated, homeless and other 
disproportionately impacted 
populations.

One such program he was 
instrumental is implementing at 
IVC is the A2MEND (African 
American Male Education 
Network & Development) 

program. The program dates to 
the early 2000s and was created 
by leaders within the California 
community college system who 
had noticed the education gap 
for African American males 
continued to grow. 

Typically, people of color in 
California are overrepresented 
at the community college level 
in comparison to the percentage 
of the overall population they 
represent within their respective 
communities, Johnson said. 

One exception is at Imperial 
Valley College, where African 
American students account for 
about 1 to 2 percent of the student 
body, but about 3 to 4 percent of 
the county’s population, Johnson 
said at IVC during a May 12 
presentation of the program to 
members of the Imperial Valley 
Social Justice Community.

“That was something I was 
really pushing for,” he said at the 
time. “We thought it would be 
important to bring here.”

The campus recently hired a 
counselor to take the lead on 
A2MEND, allowing Johnson to 
take a step back from his prior 
commitment to the program. The 
local charter is one of about 25 
found across the state. 

While still in its initial phase, 
plans call for the program 
to conduct outreach to high 
school students to promote 
institutions of higher education, 
organize workshops and field 
trips to nearby universities and 
colleges, establish mentorships 
and a support network, help 
students develop life and study 
skills, encourage students’ active 
participation on campus and in 
student government, and select 
students from across the state to 
get the opportunity to travel to 
Africa.

“It’s open to everyone of 
course but it’s really designed for 
African Americans in education,” 
Johnson said on Aug. 19.

Johnson has two children and 
resides in Imperial, where he is 
also a member of the Imperial 
Rotary Club. He is participant 
in the Imperial Valley Social 
Justice Committee, where he 
advocates for education reform 
and economic development, 
particularly for marginalized 

community members. 
He was a founding board 

member of Elevation Foundation, 
a non-profit organization 
designed to help at-risk youth 
obtain the education, skills, 
employment and community 
connections necessary to lead 
successful lives, IVC reported.

California Education Code 
requires that an administrative 
appointment like Johnson’s must 
not exceed two years and that 
the district must be actively 
recruiting to eventually fill the 
position on a permanent basis, 
the campus reported.

The campus is currently 
receiving proposals from 
executive search firms to 
conduct a search for its next 
superintendent/president and 
expects to fill the position by 
July 1, stated Elizabeth Espinoza, 
interim communications and 
governmental relations officer.

Johnson said he has yet to 
decide whether he will apply for 
the permanent position once it 
becomes advertised. The interim 
position has an annual salary of 
$210,000 and provides $59,000 in 
related benefits.

As it is, Johnson is among the 
9 percent of African American 
employees that the college 
reported out of a total of 467 
employees in fall 2020. Though 
not enumerated, the number of 
African American administrators 
on campus also reportedly 
increased from about 6 to 11 
percent between the 2017-18 
and the 2019-20 school years, 
according to the 2018-2021 Equal 
Employment Opportunity Plan 
that was adopted by the district 
board on May 19.

“In regards to diversity we have 
very few number of Black/African 
American, Native American, and 
Asian/Pacific Islander employees. 
Although this is representative 
of the student body and 
community, we need to increase 
these numbers in building true 
diversity on campus,” the report 
stated. “The (longitudinal) trend 
has not shifted significantly in 
regard to ethnicity and diversity, 
however, there has been some 
progress in increasing the Black/
African American and Asian/
Pacific Islander demographics.”
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CRIME

BY JULIO MORALES
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — A report of 
a man “waving a knife around” 
while walking on Fifth Street 
near Chestnut Avenue prompt-
ed the temporary shutdown 
of nearby Finley Elementary 
School about 9:35 a.m. Tuesday, 
Aug. 24.

Though the unidentified man 
was about a block from Finley, 
county Sheriff ’s Office deputies 
immediately advised school of-
ficials to lock all entry and exit 
points until the subject could 
be isolated from any potential 
harm to children, staff, or visi-
tors of the school, Chief Deputy 
Robert Benavidez stated in an 
email on Wednesday, Aug. 25.

The man continued walking 
west on Fifth Street and even-
tually dropped the knife. After 
a short foot pursuit, non-lethal 
tactics were deployed to gain 
compliance and subsequent-
ly restrain and detain the man 
in the area of Holt Avenue and 
Fifth Street, Benavidez said.  

The man was arrested for 
possession of a knife within the 

grounds of a school, possession 
of a knife and resisting arrest, 
Benavidez said.

The incident had also prompt-
ed Finley Principal Lupita Perez 
to send a letter to the campus 
community on Tuesday to ex-
press gratitude to campus offi-
cials for properly implementing 
“lockdown” procedures after 
the Sheriff ’s Office notified the 

school of the incident.
“The staff and students re-

mained calm and followed 
procedures as written in the 
school’s safety plan,” Perez’s 
letter stated. “It is important to 
note that our Finley students 
did an outstanding job of wait-
ing patiently and following pro-
cedures as directed by the ad-
ministration.”

Knife-wielding Man Prompts Finley Elementary Lockdown

EDUCATION

Interim IVC Supt. Dr. Johnson Eyes Continued Success for Campus

Dr. Lennor Johnson, vice president of student services and equity at Imperial Valley College and a member of the Imperial Valley Social 
Justice Committee, speaks at the dedication for the committee’s new office in downtown El Centro on May 15. Johnson was appointed 
as interim president/superintendent by the Imperial Community College District Board of Trustees on Aug. 18. | PAUL VALDIVIA PHOTO
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BY KATHERINE RAMOS
FOR THE HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

Though Imperial Val-
ley schools have returned to 
in-person full-time instruction 
amid surging cases of COVID 
across the country, there are 
many parents who are hesitant 
to send their children back to 
campuses, considering children 
under 12 still cannot be vacci-
nated. 

For these apprehensive fami-
lies, the only option is indepen-
dent studies. As per Assembly 
Bill 130, schools in California 
are required to provide an in-
dependent study model for the 
2021-2022 school year. The re-
quirement does not apply to 
charter schools.

It’s unclear how many Impe-
rial County students are already 
taking advantage of the mod-
el, but according to the avail-
able data, as of Tuesday, Aug. 
24, nearly 500 students were 
already enrolled between the 
Calexico Unified School Dis-
trict and Brawley Elementary 
School District.

Some 388 students have been 
enrolled in independent studies 
in Calexico and nearly 200 for 
Brawley Elementary. BESD has 
capped its numbers and will no 
longer be enrolling at the time 
of this reporting.

Students in the Holtville Uni-
fied School District are being 
giving the option f the inde-
pendent study model through 
the district charter school,  
Freedom Academy of Imperial 
Valley, a kindergarten through 
12th-grade alternative to tradi-
tional classroom settings. 

“We have a lot of students 
who do that because they might 
be working, or if they have oth-
er things going on,” Holtville 
High Principal Anthony Areva-
lo said in an interview on Mon-
day, Aug. 23. “It gives them a lot 
of flexibility to not have to be in 
a traditional classroom setting 
from 8 to 3.”

At the Central Union High 
School District, there is the 
Central Union Virtual Acade-
my. This school also operates 
under an independent study 
model, with students meeting 
with their teacher in person or 
virtually each week.

CUHSD students have the 
option to complete two semes-
ter courses every six weeks, 
completing six classes each se-
mester, or students will be en-

rolled in six classes that must 
be attended daily, also complet-
ing six classes each semester. 
The courses are being offered 
through a company called Ed-
genuity but tests will be taken 
in-person.

The office and testing center 
will be co-located at Central 
Union Adult School, but stu-
dents may be dual-enrolled at 
their neighborhood school if 
additional classes are needed 
and may also participate in ex-
tracurricular activities at their 
neighborhood school.

Unlike distance learning, the 
model that most schools fol-
lowed during the 2020-2021 
school year, independent study 
will not be as hands on with 
students. 

Most districts in the Imperi-
al Valley will be following the 
same guidelines for their inde-
pendent study programs.

Students will have to be ac-
tively participating in school-
work through live interaction, 
synchronous instruction, as-
signments, and assessments. 
Synchronous instruction in-
cludes students meeting with 
their teachers through either 
daily Zoom sessions or with 
their teachers once a week in 
person. Asynchronous learning 
is through prepared resources 
that is done without teacher in-
teraction, usually done by stu-
dent alone.

Live interaction can be either 
in person or telecommunicated 
and includes interaction with 
peers and school certificated 
or classified staff that can be 
used to make wellness checks, 
progress monitoring, provision 
of services, and instruction, ac-
cording the program informa-
tion.

Parents will be required to 
provide daily instruction ac-
cording to the weekly learning 
plan assigned by the teachers. 
They will have to provide in-
formal check-ins and progress 
reports for their students.

Students can be disenrolled 
due to lack of participation 
and put immediately back into 
in-person learning, according 
to the general provisions of the 
programs.

Independent study has been 
seen as a good option for stu-
dents who have underlying 
health concerns, parents who 
are trying to keep other family 
members healthy, or families 
who are just trying to avoid 

catching COVID altogether. 
There is also an option to return 
to school if families make the 
request. However, if there is no 
room at the student’s neighbor-
hood school, they will be placed 
where there is room. 

Families are being encour-
aged to place their children in 
the regular in-person learning 
at schools. The benefits include 
improved students learning and 
the physical interaction that is 
needed through schools. 

Students will also not have ac-

cess to the same extracurricular 
activities as other students nor 
recognition assemblies under 
the independent study model. 

For example, Calexico Uni-
fied officials have stated that 
children in independent studies 
will not be able to participate in 
clubs or band. English learners 
are highly recommended to be 
in school for direct instruction 
to encourage bilingualism.

Students who are in special 
education are to not be enrolled 
in independent studies due to 

the need to have one-on-one 
assisted learning accessible, 
according to program informa-
tion.

As put forth by the California 
Department of Education, the 
independent study guidelines 
require, but are not limited to, a 
minimum amount of synchro-
nous instruction, a provision 
to ensure all pupils have access 
to the connectivity and devic-
es adequate to participate in 
their educational program, IS 
offering requirements, a provi-
sion for waivers of the offering 
requirements, required parent 
notification, pupil-parent-ed-
ucator conferences, and addi-
tions to board policies and writ-
ten agreements.

Yet according to the state 
guidelines, these steps are only 
the most basic of offerings for 
students who choose indepen-
dent study. 

To check availability, parents 
should contact their respective 
school districts or school sites.

Marcie Landeros contributed 
reporting to this story.
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IID ECA Hike Due to Rising Costs
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STAFF REPORT

HOLTVILLE — The following 
reports were collected from the 
Imperial County Sheriff ’s Office 
call logs for the Holtville substa-
tion from Aug. 17 through Aug. 
22.

TUESDAY, AUGUST 17
9:07 a.m.: An employee at 

7-Eleven on Fifth Street called 
deputies to report that an un-
known male subject with a “#3” 
tattoo on his right arm, last seen 
wearing a tank top, had stolen 
beer from the store. 

9:38 a.m.: An employee at the 
7-Eleven on Fifth Street called 
deputies to complain that a fe-
male subject at the store was act-
ing aggressively and refusing to 
leave. Deputies sent the woman 
on her way and advised her not 
to return. 

11:39 a.m.: An employee at 
Cricket Wireless on Pine Avenue 
called deputies to report that a 
male subject was in the store ask-
ing suspicious questions about 
the phones. 

12:02 p.m.: An employee at 
Imperial Valley Family Medical 
on Pine Avenue called deputies to 
report that an African American 
male wearing camo pants and a 
blue crop-top shirt who was cov-
ered in mud and possibly under 
the influence had been walking in 
and out of the office asking to re-
ceive a COVID vaccine and act-
ing aggressively.  

2:52 p.m.: A Chestnut Avenue 
resident reported a skinny, Af-

rican American female subject 
bathing in a hose, naked from the 
waist down. The caller said that 
the subject was last seen wearing 
a blue crop-top and camo pants. 
The subject was fully clothed by 
the time deputies arrived. 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 19
8:32 p.m.: An employee at the 

7-Eleven on Fifth Street reported 
that a male subject wearing sun-
glasses, a striped shirt, gloves and 
a mask stole beer from the store 
and headed toward Holt Park. 

8:34 p.m.: Deputies responded 
to a rollover vehicle accident on 
Third Street. The driver didn’t ap-
pear to be injured but was report-
edly “in shock.” 

8:59 p.m.: Deputies received 
reports of a bald male subject 
wearing a white muscle shirt who 
was yelling threats and profani-
ties in the area of Seventh Street 
and Beale Avenue. 

10:37 p.m.: A Fern Avenue res-
ident contacted deputies to report 
that people are “listening while he 
masturbates in his home.” 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 21
8:26 a.m.: A concerned citizen 

called deputies to report a male 
subject in his 20s laying down in 
the middle of the street on Ash 
Avenue. 

12:53 p.m.: An employee at the 
Shell gas station on Fifth Street 
reported that a male subject with 
no shirt and brown Dickies shorts 
stole beer from the store and fled 
northbound. 

The Alternative to Campus Instruction? Independent Study

A student works on a laptop. Much of the independent study program, while not virtual 
in the sense of online learning, is done over computer devices from home. | KATHERINE 
RAMOS PHOTO
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BY ELIZABETH VARIN
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

Questions arose as the Impe-
rial County Board of Supervi-
sors looked at honoring a former 
county administrative officer and 
Calexico city manager for his 
years of service to the communi-
ty.

The board voted 4-0, with one 
member abstaining from the 
vote, in favor of awarding a medal 
of merit posthumously to Richard 
Headen Inman Sr. for his years of 

service to Imperial County and 
for being a leader in the commu-
nity during the board’s meeting 
on Tuesday, Aug. 24. 

Inman, who died March 13, 
served for 26 years with the 
county of Imperial, starting as 
personnel director before being 
promoted to the county adminis-
trative officer (the position is now 
called the county executive offi-
cer). He holds the position as the 
longest-tenured county adminis-
trative officer, having worked 14 
years in that position. 

Inman taught public adminis-
tration classes at San Diego State 
University-Imperial Valley cam-
pus and served as city manager in 
Calexico before moving to Mar-
icopa County, Arizona, to work 
as county administrative officer. 

However, not all were in favor 
of the way the system now works.

District 1 Supervisor and board 
Vice Chair Jesus Escobar asked 
the supervisors to consider the 
need to redefine what the med-
al of merit was awarded for. He 
added that the board could write 

a resolution in honor of individ-
ual events of merit, but the med-
al should go toward those with 
decades of action to benefit the 
community.

Escobar’s concerns, he added, 
weren’t related to the individu-
al being honored, but rather the 
process of receiving a medal of 
merit. He was the sole abstention 
from the vote.

District 2 Supervisor Luis Plan-
carte agreed that the parameters 
should be redefined to include 
years of service, “so we don’t less-
en the value of those who we’ve 
recognized,” he said.

District 4 Supervisor Ryan Kel-
ley, who was chair of the board 
when the medal of merit was cre-
ated, said the board could change 
anytime based on what the board 
wants. It was created to acknowl-
edge those who had a lifetime of 
service, but also acts of heroism.

“It acknowledges the best of 
who we are,” he said.

District 5 Supervisor Raymond 
Castillo agreed with Plancarte 
and Escobar, but added that In-
man showcased decades of ser-
vice and he deserves the recogni-
tion.

“It goes to the family, not so 
much Richard,” he said of the 
posthumous award. “They need 
to see how great of a guy he was.”

Census Numbers Still A Suc-
cess

The county board was also 
given an update on 2020 Census 
numbers.

Numbers to figure out the re-
districting process were released 
two weeks ago, Deputy Coun-
ty Executive Officer Esperanza 
Colio said on Tuesday. Imperial 
County’s population grew from 
174,528 in 2010 to 179,702 in 
2020. That’s a 3 percent increase.

Colio said she was surprised 
the number wasn’t higher, but 
there are three reasons the Cen-
sus was still a success. 

One of those reasons was there 
was talk early on in the Census 
process of a citizenship question, 
which scared some people off 
from answering the Census, even 
though that question was not 
added to the final Census ques-
tionnaire. 

This Census was also the first 
time people were asked to com-
plete the form online instead of 
completing a paper form.

The final reason was the pan-
demic, she said. In a time where 
the state was directing people 
not to gather, the county was still 
able to get people to fill out forms 
through other methods.

There is one way the census was 
a success, and that is the rate of 
participation increased, she said. 
In past censuses, Imperial County 
was known for having the lowest 
rate of participation in the state.

“The good news is the whole 
state of California was divided 
into 10 regions. Region 10 counts 
for Imperial County and San Di-
ego County,” she said. “We were 
the No. 1 at the state level and had 
the highest rate of self-response. 
That means residents that are in 
their homes and are able to an-
swer to the Census on their own. 

“How did this happen? We had 
caravans. We went into social me-
dia. We did videos. We met with 
the community. We worked over 
the weekend, and this was not just 
an effort of the county. It was an 
effort of the nonprofits. We had 
about 14 partners in the county 
who participated in the census, 
and we couldn’t have done this 
without them,” she said.

The county is still eligible for a 
lot of available funding, she add-
ed. 

Clark Road Improvements on 
the Way

There was little discussion as 
the supervisors approved more 
than $1.5 million of work to reha-
bilitate about three miles of Clark 
Road.

The work will be completed on 
two sections of the roadway, from 
Wahl Road to half a mile north 
of Highway 98 and from Heber 
Road to half a mile north of He-
ber Road. The segments of road 
are west of Heber.

The bid approved Aug. 24 went 
to Rove Engineering for a total of 
$1.542 million. The second-low-
est bidder was Pyramid Con-
struction and Aggregates with a 
bid of $1.585 million followed by 
Hazard Construction Co. with a 
$1.59 million bid.

“A majority of that funding will 
be reimbursed,” Public Works Di-
rector John Gay said. “Our con-
tribution rate is roughly 12 per-
cent from local funds which will 
be funded by the (Local Trans-
portation Authority).”

There is no anticipated impact 
to the county’s general fund, he 
added.

UPCOMING

BY ROSELLA 
MARIE MORENO

CONTRIBUTED STORY

IMPERIAL — This year marks 
the 20th anniversary of the 9/11 
terrorist attacks in New York 
City, which resulted in the World 
Trade Center’s Twin Towers col-
lapsing and many innocent lives 
lost — 2,996 to be exact. 

The impact and influence of 
that fateful day has not been for-
gotten — over the years, com-
munities have put together their 
own rendition of a remembrance 
to honor the people whose lives 
were cut short, and to provide 
support for the families left be-
hind in the wake of that horrific 
day.  

Starting at 8 p.m. on Saturday 
night, Sept. 11, the annual 9/11 
Memorial Event and Stair Climb 
will get underway at the Imperial 
Valley Fairgrounds grandstand 
area with an opening ceremony 
at 7:45 p.m., where the concrete 
grandstand steps will stand in to 
represent the equivalent of the 
110 stories of the World Trade 
Center, said Tiffinie Macias, busi-

ness assistant for the I.V. Fair-
grounds in Imperial.

Eight years ago, Mathew Zinn, 
a firefighter with the El Centro 
Fire Department, approached 
Macias about hosting their own 
community remembrance to 
benefit the National Fallen Fire-
fighters Foundation.

National Fallen Firefighters 
Foundation is a nonprofit or-
ganization with programs that 
help serve and support firefighter 
families. One of the ways that the 
9/11 firefighters are remembered 
is by a “stair climb” event, and 
this entails participants climbing 
or walking the grandstand steps.

Proceeds from the event go 
to not only the programs of the 
NFFF, but also the FDNY Coun-
seling Services Unit, according to 
information from the event host, 
the IV 9-11 Committee and I.V. 
Fairgrounds.

Though last year’s event was 
held virtually, due to COVID-19, 
the committee hopes to have 412 
climbers to represent the first 
responders who lost their lives, 
which includes 343 firefighters, 
60 police officers, eight emergen-

cy medical technicians, and one 
patrolman, Macias said.

Each participant will be pre-
sented with a badge that holds 
a name and photo of one of the 
first responders that lost their 
lives that day, so that they know 
for whom they are climbing. Fire 
departments from each city par-
ticipate in the stair climb and 
do so in their firefighter turnout 
gear. 

The San Diego stair climb has 
been cancelled this year, but Ma-
cias anticipates other firefighters, 
families and people outside the 
Imperial Valley will come to the 
local event to pay tribute this 
year. 

The fundraising goal of this 
year’s event is $20,000, accord-
ing to the event website. More 
than $7,500 had been raised as of 
Wednesday, Aug. 25.

Early registration for the event 
is $25 and lasts through Friday, 
Aug. 27, and can be done online 
at https://nfff.akaraisin.com/ui/
imperial

Late, or onsite registration, will 
be $30 will start at 6:30 p.m. the 
night of the event.

Imperial Valley 9/11 Memorial Stair Climb Coming Up

A past Imperial Valley 9/11 Memorial Stair Climb is shown at the Imperial Valley 
Fairgrounds grandstand stage in Imperial. | A. LOPER PHOTOGRAPHY/COURTE-
SY PHOTO

Early Online Registration Ends on Friday, Aug. 27

COUNTY

Former Imperial County CAO Honored, But Concerns Raised

Former Imperial County Administrative 
Officer and former Calexico City Man-
ager Rich Inman was posthumously 
awarded the Imperial County medal of 
merit on Tuesday, Aug. 24 by the Im-
perial County Board of Supervisors. | 
COURTESY OF THE INMAN FAMILY 
WEBSITE
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BY ELIZABETH VARIN
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

Imperial County department 
heads got a chance to plead their 
cases on whether they should get 
more funding.

The Board of Supervisors held 
its annual budget hearing on 
Tuesday afternoon, Aug. 24 to 
listen to appeals from county of-
ficials dealing with individual de-
partments’ budgets.

The county board already gave 
initial approval for a fiscal 2021-
2022 budget totaling $692.7 mil-
lion, but staff Tuesday brought 
forth recommendations on 
changes. Of that budget, there’s 
a $118.8 million general fund, 
$437.4 million special revenue 
fund and $136.5 million in all 
other funds.

This change included a $108 
million decrease in the general 
fund, much of which is due to the 
Department of Social Services 

changing from general fund to 
special revenue fund classifica-
tion.

On Tuesday, department heads 
also got a chance to appeal denials 
to changes in their budget. 

The department with the most 
budget augmentations that went 
before the board was the District 
Attorney’s Office. 

The District Attorney’s Office 
asked for a variety of things, in-
cluding increasing attorney sti-
pend, of which the board had 
already approved but had not 
allocated funds for, adding bi-
lingual allocations, promoting 
some positions, and transferring 
some investigator allocations to 
a different budget unit. Much of 
that has already been done but 
has been covered by cost savings 
from vacant positions, Assistant 
District Attorney Heather Trap-
nell said. 

“So, you don’t even need to 
bring this to the board,” Chair-

man of the Board Michael Kelley 
said. “You’ve been paying for it.”

“We have, but it feels like we 
should, so somebody knows this 
is happening,” Trapnell said. “... I 
think we need to be honest with 
the board instead of pretending 
(these issues don't) exist.”

Many of the items were ap-
proved with no impact to the 
general fund, while a report is set 
to be brought back in the coming 
weeks about how this will impact 
the District Attorney’s budget. 

Some other items were ap-
proved as well, including an 
$11,000 hit to the general fund 
in the form of more money for 
indigent burials. More funding is 
needed to deal with an increased 

need for the program, said Sarah 
Enz, acting public administra-
tor. She asked for an additional 
$11,277 in increased allocation as 
the program doesn’t receive any 
grant funding. 

Board members asked if the 
department had tapped any local 
nonprofits for assistance. Enz said 
“no,” but added that other forms 
of funding had been looked into. 

Eric Reyes of Brawley said if it’s 
something the county needs, to 
keep doing it; he’s sure local non-
profits would be able to come up 
with the funds. 

“$11,000 for the dignity they 
deserve,” he said. “It’s dignified. 
It’s worthy.”

Supervisor Raymond Castillo 

motioned for the funding to come 
from the county, whether it be 
from American Rescue Plan Act 
funds or from the general fund.

“We’ll just find it somewhere,” 
he said.

Supervisor Jesus Escobar was 
concerned about the budget as a 
whole, and asked staff to build an 
overall strategy for what Amer-
ican Rescue Plan Act funds, and 
the county budget in general, 
should be used for. He asked for a 
“viable plan for our fiscal future.”

“We’ve got to put everything 
on the table, what is essential and 
nonessential,” he said. 

The board is set to approve a fi-
nal budget with the changes made 
Tuesday in September. 

Patty never made it, though, her 
dream job reduced to ashes when 
the mobile business burst into 
flames, leaving her truck and all of 
her expensive equipment fully en-
gulfed on the side of the freeway.

Yet like the mythological phoe-
nix, PK’s Hand Pop Kettle Corn and 
Lemon Shakers, has is risen from 
the ashes and is beginning to pop 
and shake again, with the help of 
the community.

“I was eight miles away from the 
Fourth Avenue turn off to Yuma, 
when I noticed my truck started 
to lose speed. I quick (sic) put my 
emergency flashers on and pulled 
off to the side of the road,” Kopka, 
of Holtville, wrote of the ordeal.

“I got out of the truck and lifted 
the hood to see if I was overheating. 
I looked under the truck when I saw 
a little water coming out from the 
engine. I looked up and my cab of 
my truck was filling up with black 
smoke,” she wrote. “I had wanted to 
go into the cab to get my personal 
belongings, my phone, my hearing 
aids, and my purse, but the inside of 
the cab was filled with black smoke 
and I couldn't see. 

“I got this strange feeling, (and) 
I turned to my coworker who was 
driving my car behind my truck. He 
had just walked up to see what was 
going on,” wrote Kopka, who is hard 
of hearing. “I yelled at him to run 
the truck is going to blow. We both 
started running and got maybe 10 
feet away when my truck burst into 
flames.”

The coworker Kopka was re-
ferring to was Eric Kirby, quickly 
called 911. But it she said it took 

about 15 minutes for the fire de-
partment show up from Yuma, and 
another 30 to 40 minutes to extin-
guish the fire. 

Only the food cart, which had 
been on a trailer being towed be-
hind Kopka’s truck, survived the 
fire. Kopka estimated she lost 
around $30,000 in equipment, in-
cluding her hearing aids, leaving 
her struggling to hear until they can 
be replaced.

“Everything eventually will be 
replaced,” Kopka wrote of the expe-
rience. “I'm just glad that Eric and I 
weren't hurt.” 

Kopka lives in Holtville now, but 

she was born and raised in Calexico, 
and graduated from Calexico High 
School in 1982. Her parents, Mary 
and Bill Kopka, owned a Chevron 
station and Kathleen's Restaurant 
and Cocktail Lounge in Calexico.

Kopka started her business in 
September 2018 after teaching her-
self to make kettle corn in 2017. She 
had just taught herself to make jala-
peño kettle corn when she decided 
to make her hobby a new business.

“My Chihuahua ended up eating 
some jalapeño kettle corn and she 
loved it. Because of her, I decided I 
would try and sell it. She was my in-
spiration to start PK's,” Kopka said.

PK’s, of course, would be Patty 
Kopka’s initials, in case you haven’t 
caught on by now. 

As Kopka sifted through the ash-
es of her truck, she made the deci-
sion not to give up, but to rise again. 

“Once it was safe to walk up to 
my truck, I noticed my popcorn 
popper didn't melt (so) I took that 
as a sign,” she explained. “That I 
wasn't going to let PK's die.” 

Kopka and her team started to 
fundraise, to replace their work 
truck and equipment. They began 
a GoFundMe for PK and selling 
plates of food. On Aug. 7, her team’s 
work paid off when she was able 

purchase a “new” used work truck 
for her business.

“The support from my team and 
the community has been amazing. 
People have been donating supplies, 
volunteering their time to help out 
at our fundraiser, donating to the 
GoFundMe, sending money do-
nations and many have purchased 
food plates,” Kopka wrote. “Thanks 
to the community, I was able to 
make enough money to buy anoth-
er work truck!” 

Kopka could not express enough 
her gratitude to the community 
who helped to raise her up. 

“We're coming back stronger 
than ever!” she stated with enthu-
siasm. “It's going to take a while to 
replace all the equipment, but we 
will continue to work with what 
we have. We have been very bless-
ed and fortunate people have been 
reaching out to us. 

“PK's has the best customers.”

PK's
From page 1

Holtville resident Patty Kopka, owner 
of PK’s Hand Pop Kettle Corn and 
Lemon Shakers, sits behind the 
wheel of her “new” used work truck 
that she raised funds to buy through 
community donations, after her 
previous work truck was destroyed 
by fire on July 4 just outside Yuma. | 
MARCIE LANDEROS PHOTO

Patty Kopka’s work truck sits on a farm outside Holtville, a burned-out shell, after it burst into flames on the side of Interstate 
8 outside Yuma as she was heading to sell kettle corn and drinks at an Independence Day celebration. | MONICA SHARP PHOTO

Former Imperial County CAO Honored, But Concerns Raised

COUNTY

Imperial County Leaders Discuss Budget, Requests for Changes

STAFF REPORT

IMPERIAL — Imperial Val-
ley Small Business Develop-
ment Center has partnered with 
California’s Office of Emergen-
cy Services and PPE Unite, a 
partnership between local, state 
and private entities, to distrib-
ute no-cost personal protective 
equipment to Imperial County 
businesses. 

SBDC’s PPE distribution will 
include N95 masks, three-ply 
masks and hand sanitizer. 

The main distribution center 
is located inside the Imperial 
Valley Fairgrounds at buildings 
on the south end. Pick up hours 
are from 8 a.m. to noon Tues-
days through Thursdays, start-
ing Aug. 24.

To schedule a pickup online, 
visit: https://www.ppeunite.
org/bookings-checkout/imperi-
al-ppe-pickup/book. 

IVSBDC partnered locally 
to facilitate distribution with 
the cities of Brawley, Calexico, 
Calipatria, El Centro, and Holt-
ville, Chamber of Commerce 
for Greater Brawley, El Centro 
Chamber of Commerce, Holt-
ville Chamber of Commerce 
and Canal 66. Additional inven-
tory is available at our partner 
locations. Call your local city 
hall or chamber of commerce 
for more information on inven-
tory and pick-up hours. 

For more information on this 
program or other business re-
sources, please contact Imperial 
Valley Small Business Develop-
ment Center at 760-312-9800. 
For more COVID-19 resourc-
es, visit: http://www.ivedc.com/
covid-19/ 

For more information, con-
tact Jaysel Mendoza, SBDC di-
rector, at jaysel@imperialalli-
ance.org

HEALTH

Free PPE Available for Businesses 
at Imperial Valley Fairgrounds
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vided portions of the community, 
in and outside Holtville.

Prior to calling for the vote, 
school board Trustee Kevin Griz-

zle helped to shine some light on 
the reasoning for the reversal, a 
statement that sent some of those 
supporters of the board’s original 
decision from Aug. 12, also a 4-1 
vote, heading for the Finley Ele-
mentary auditorium exit.

“I have listened to everybody 
over the past week, and I have 
thought about it every day, and 
tried to hear every side and every 
opinion, and I think we can all 
agree that the most import thing 
is to have our schools open, in 

person, and not go back to Zoom 
(distance learning),” Grizzle said. 
“I don’t think anybody wants that.

“But here’s the deal: if we don’t 
comply, our insurance is going to 
drop us, our liability company. 
Our workman’s comp company 
is also not going to cover us. Cal/
OSHA is going to visit, and call 
it an unsafe workplace, we will 
have grievance with the (Holt-
ville Teachers Association). We 
will have a cease-and-desist or-
der from the health department 
and will face criminal penalties.” 
Grizzle added. “I think it is more 
important to open the school in 
person and not go back to Zoom.”

Grizzle’s comments were met 
with varied responses, with those 
who support enforcing the mask 
mandate cheering and those who 
supported parental choice ex-
pressing disappointment. 

On Aug. 12, the board voted 
to adhere to the mandate but to 
not to seek corrective measures 
against those children who did 
not wear masks in school. Trustee 
Jared Garewal voted in opposi-
tion to the initial decision, which 
was made during a special meet-
ing. 

Since then, one regular meet-
ing (Aug. 16) and two addition-
al special meetings (Aug. 18 and 
19) led to the reversal. On Aug. 
19, Trustee Robin Cartee was the 
dissenting voice.

“I just want to say personally, 
just like Grizzle here, I’ve done 
so much reading that my mind 
is exploding,” Cartee said. “I feel 
strongly that the risks to children 
wearing masks far outweighs 
the benefits. And I know there 
have been zero studies on safe-
ty of masks on children. There 
are none. They have not studied 
whether or not it is safe for our 
children to wear those masks all 
day long. 

“They have not, but they have 
determined that masks are not ef-
fective at stopping viruses,” Car-
tee added, referencing the print 
packaging on a box on masks. “It 
states it right on the box at Cost-
co. It states it clearly on the side 
of it.” 

The entirety of the evening 
was as explosive and divisive as 
the discussion, with the meeting 
starting with a man, later identi-
fied as Logan Layton, refusing to 
comply with the “mask mandate,” 
telling the school board, “I am 
here for my kids, just like every-

one else is, and I don’t want to 
wear a mask, and no one is going 
to make me. It’s not a law. And if 
you have a problem with it, come 
say something.”

This came despite an Imperial 
County public health order that 
went into effect on Wednesday, 
Aug. 19, that requires masks must 
be worn in all indoor settings, no 
matter vaccination status. That 
order, as all public health orders, 
can be enforced, through fine or 
imprisonment, if a peace officer 
and a court of law so decides. 

Brawley physician, Dr. George 
Fareed, was also in attendance, 
with those who support personal 
choice demanding that he receive 
the same 10 minutes the school 
board allotted Imperial County 
Public Health Director Janette 
Angulo for her presentation the 
evening before.

Fareed’s comments, which in-
cluded his beliefs on COVID 
treatments that have been dis-
avowed by the larger medical 
community, his disbelief in the 
COVID vaccine, and his opinion 
that masks are dangerous to chil-
dren, attracted the attention of 
Jose Gomez, a Holtville resident 
whose son graduated from Holt-
ville High School last year. 

“I don’t have the medical 
knowledge he does,” Gomez said, 
pointing at Fareed. “But his med-
ical knowledge can be defeated by 
a whole bunch of other medical 
knowledge.” 

Tisha Nelson, a resident of 
Holtville whose children attend 
school in the district, expressed 
disappointment in the school 
board’s reversal during a Face-
book Messenger conversation 
just a few hours after the board 
meeting. 

“It upsets me that the board 
reversed their original vote, be-
cause I feel like even though it 
was made out to be for legal rea-
sons, it felt more like some were 
trying to please those who com-
plained about the original vote, 
especially when the board was 
presented with facts regarding 
the mask wearing for children 
and how they are not needed,” 
she wrote.

Reactions to the reversal on 
Holtville Info Board, a public 
Facebook group with 6,500 mem-
bers dedicated to sharing news 
and information specific to Holt-
ville, were mostly positive, with 
many expressing relief.

Let's Talk About It!

WELLNESS RADIO
Tune In and Listen:

• 1230 AM, Sundays at 7 a.m.
• Stream on Demand at KXORadio.com

WEEK OF AUGUST 23

Compassion Fatigue
With Guest Viviana Trejo, Associate Marriage and

Family Therapist, Mental Health Counselor II, Adults FSP Services
Compassion fatigue is defined as "a term 

that describes the physical, emotional, and 
psychological impact of helping others often 

through experiences of stress or trauma.” The 
pandemic, partially through separating people 
in the helping professions, shined a spotlight 

on compassion fatigue and the need to support 
helping professions. Join us as Mental Health 

Counselor, Viviana Trejo, comes on the show and 
talks about signs, symptoms and different ways to 

help with compassion fatigue.

With Hosts Scott Dudley 
& Maria Wyatt

Do you have something you'd like 
to ask Scott and Maria? 
Send your question to 

wellnessradio@co.imperial.ca.us

www.co.imperial.ca.us/behavioralhealth
(422) 265-1525

¡Exprésate!

WELLNESS RADIO
¡Escuche!

• 1230 AM
• Transmitir a pedido en KXORadio.com

SEMANA DEL 23 DE AGOSTO

Fatiga de la Compasión
Viviana Trejo, Asociada Registrada para Terapia

Matrimonial y Familiar, Consejera de Salud Mental Servicios Para 
Adultos FSP

La fatiga por compasión se define como “un 
término que describe el impacto físico, emocional 

y psicológico de ayudar a los demás, a menudo 
a través de experiencias de estrés o trauma.” La 
pandemia, en parte a través de la separación de 
las personas en las profesiones de ayuda. Únase 
a nosotros cuando la consejera de salud mental, 

Viviana Trejo, aparece en el programa y habla 
sobre signos, síntomas y diferentes formas de 

ayudar con la fatiga de la compasión.

Con Anfitriona 
Dalia Pesqueira 

Si le gustaria tener respuesta a su 
pregunta en el programa, envie un 

correo electronico a 
programaexpresate@yahoo.com

www.co.imperial.ca.us/behavioralhealth
(422) 265-1525

NOTICE OF PETITION TO AD-
MINISTER ESTATE OF: Enrique-
ta Mirande de Luna aka Enri-
queta de Luna Garcia 
CASE NUMBER: EPR000858  
To all heirs, beneficiaries, cred-
itors, contingent creditors, and 
persons who may otherwise be 
interested in the will or estate, 
or both, of: Enriqueta Miranda 
de Luna aka Enriqueta de Luna 
Garcia 
A Petition for Probate has been 
filed by: Tina Carroll in the Su-
perior Court of California, Coun-
ty of: IMPERIAL 
The Petition for Probate re-
quests that Tina Carroll be ap-
pointed as per sonal represen-
tative to administer the estate 
of the decedent. 
The petition requests author-
ity to administer the estate 
under the Independent Admin-
istration of Estates Act. (This 
authority will allow the person-
al representative to take many 
actions without obtaining court 
approval. Before taking certain 
very important actions, howev-
er, the personal representative 
will be required to give notice to 
interested persons unless they 
have waived notice or consent-
ed to the proposed action.) The 
independent administra 
tion authority will be granted 
unless an interested person 
files an objec tion to the peti-
tion and shows good cause why 
the court should not grant the 
authority. 
A hearing on the petition will 
be held in this court as follows: 
Date: September 10, 2021 
Time: 8:30 a.m. 
Dept. 9 
Address of court: 
Superior Court of California,  
County of Imperial 
939 West Main Street  
El Centro, CA 92243 
If you object to the granting of 

PUBLIC NOTICE

MASKS
From page 1

“I’m a little nervous, but I am 
really excited to have them back. 
I know it’s been a tough year and 
a half for them, but I am mostly 
excited to get to see them, and 
spend some with them, and get to 
talk to them,” she said.

Arevalo shared her plans to 
help her students adjust being 
back to school after being away 
for so long.

“I want to make sure they feel 
comfortable, that is my main pri-
ority before anything else,” she 
added. “So, I do have some ice 
breakers and some different ac-
tivities I want to do with them, 
of course six feet apart, because I 
know my kids, and they are going 
to be like, ‘No! I want to be close!’”

“I am excited to be back,” said 
Valerie Mendoza, one of the office 
staff members, who was checking 
for signs of COVID as students 
entered campus. “It is so exciting 
to see students back on campus.”

Mendoza sat outside the school 
office, along with other staff, 
checking students’ temperatures, 
questioning them for signs of 
COVID, making sure they had 
their masks, and providing stu-
dents with hand sanitizer as they 
walk into the school. This prac-
tice, Mendoza said, started when 
students returned to hybrid class-
es last year, and would be con-

tinuing for the foreseeable future. 
Just a short walk from Mendo-

za, teachers could be seen greet-
ing students as they arrived to 
class. 

“It’s good to be back,” said 
James Anderholt, a math teacher 
who mostly works with juniors 
and seniors. “It’s been a while 
since we got to see the kids in the 
classroom.” 

Teachers were not the only peo-
ple on campus unsure of how to 
feel. Students expressed nervous-
ness and excitement at being back 
to school. 

“I am nervous, but I am also 
excited to see my friends,” Julie 
Cortes, a 15-year-old sophomore, 

said on her way onto campus.
“It feels weird, coming off 

your bed doing nothing. And a 
new school … It feels weird you 
know,” 14-year-old Edward Gax-
iola said. When asked what grade 
he was in, he replied nervous-
ly, “What grade am I in? I don’t 
know. I don’t remember. I wasn’t 
keeping track last year. I just re-
member being on my laptop.” 

Domina Still, a 17-year-old se-
nior, was much more confident 
about returning to school. 

“I am feeling pretty good,” she 
said with a smile as she walked 
to her first class. “As long as ev-
eryone keeps their mask up, I am 
feeling OK.”

Some parents seemed even 
more apprehensive than students 
and staff. 

Melissa Mitosinka, who has 
seven kids returning to school — 
three in elementary school, two 
in junior high, and two in high 
school — was feeling particularly 
antsy.

“This is nerve wracking. Only 
two of my kids have the COVID 
shot, and with the other virus 
coming, I don’t know. But the 
home schooling wasn’t good ei-
ther, so I don’t know,” she said. “I 
just don’t know.” 

Holtville High Principal An-
thony Arevalo said he empa-

thized with the stress parents are 
feeling and shared a message for 
any parent who felt their child 
was not ready to return to school.

“Here, all of our classes will 
be in person this year. However, 
if they’re not ready for that, they 
are welcome to attend Freedom 
Academy (charter school) with 
us at the district. Freedom Acad-
emy is an alternative to Holtville 
High School, where they can 
work from home, they can work 
at their own pace,” he said.

Freedom Academy of Impe-
rial Valley opened in August 
2012 and serves as a kindergar-
ten through 12th-grade alter-
native to traditional classroom 
settings. The academy functions 
through independent study and 
serves students from throughout 
the Imperial Valley. While stu-
dents do work on lessons as they 
choose, those lessons are still 
aligned with Common Core and 
California State Standards, just 
like a normal classroom. 

Principal Arevalo explained 
that moving to Freedom Acade-
my isn’t only limited to students 
who are nervous about attend-
ing.

“We have a lot of students who 
do that because they might be 
working, or if they have other 
things going on,” he said. “It gives 
them a lot of flexibility to not 
have to be in a traditional class-
room setting from 8 to 3.”

The Holtville Chamber of Commerce hosted a welcome back luncheon for Holtville Unified School District teachers on Monday, 
Aug. 23, in the Swiss Club hall. | CATHI PHILLIPS LARIOS PHOTOS 

SCHOOL
From page 1
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PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF PROPOSED ORDINANCE
The following is a summary of a proposed ordinance considered for a first reading by the Imperial County
Board of Supervisors at the Board’s regular meeting on August 24, 2021, and scheduled for a second read-
ing on September 14, 2021, at 8:30 a.m. in the Board of Supervisors’ Chambers, County Administration
Center, 940 West Main Street, Suite 211, El Centro, California 92243. 

AN UNCODIFIED ORDINANCE OF THE COUNTY OF IMPERIAL, STATE OF CALIFORNIA
ORDAINING LOCAL HEALTH AUTHORITY TO TRANSITION TO A SINGLE HEALTH PLAN
MODEL FOR MEDI-CAL MANAGED CARE

The California Department of Health Care Services (DHCS) has established an application process for a
county to transition to a new local plan model.  DHCS has provided a timeline of activities that must take
place prior to approval of the Single-Plan Model request.  The proposed ordinance formalizes the intent
to transition to a Single-Plan Model in Imperial County to assist the Local Health Authority (LHA) to
increase, maintain, and secure local oversight of the health plan and further unite our community in
improving health.  Additionally, it would improve the quality and breadth of care provided to Medi-Cal
beneficiaries. 

Copies of the full text of the proposed ordinance are available at the Imperial County Clerk of the Board’s
Office at 940 West Main Street, Suite 209, El Centro, California 92243, Monday through Friday during
the hours of 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. and 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.  The full text of the ordinance will also
be made available online at the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors’ website,
http://www.co.imperial.ca.us/Supervisors/ClerkOfTheBoard/ClerkoftheBoard.htm, under the “County
Ordinances” link, and at the Board of Supervisors’ agenda website,
http://imperial.granicus.com/ViewPublisher.php?view_id=2. 

NOW, THEREFORE, the Board of Supervisors of the County of Imperial, state of California,
does hereby ordain as follows:

SECTION 1: Establishment. The Board of Supervisors hereby enacts this new ordinance
as required by DHCS to establish the shift to a Single MCP model on or before January 1, 2024. If for any
reason DHCS determines that an alternative Medi-Cal managed care system, model, or plan is most effi-
cacious for Imperial County, the Board of Supervisors hereby authorizes the shift to that DHCS deter-
mined model on or before January 1, 2024. 

SECTION 5:  Effective Date. This Ordinance shall take effect and shall be in force thirty
(30) days after the date of its adoption.

SECTION 6: Publication. Prior to the expiration of fifteen (15) days from the passage of
this Ordinance, a summary of this Ordinance shall be published at least once in the Holtville Tribune, a
newspaper of general circulation, printed and published in the County of Imperial, State of California,
together with the names of the members of the Board of Supervisors voting for and against the same.

SECTION 7: Availability. A complete executed copy of this Ordinance shall be on file with
the Office of the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors.  It shall be available for review at the County
Administration Center, located at 940 W. Main Street, Suite 209, El Centro, California, 92243.  The Clerk
of the Board of Supervisors may be reached at (442) 265-1020.

SECTION 8: Sunset. Once it is established, the new Single MCP model plan would not
require this Ordinance to remain in effect. Accordingly, this Ordinance shall expire upon the earlier of the
Imperial County Medi-Cal managed care system completing the transition to a new Single MCP model
plan or January 1, 2024, unless extended by the Board.

Legal 9067 Publish: Aug. 26, 2021

NOTICE OF PETITION TO AD-
MINISTER ESTATE OF: Enrique-
ta Mirande de Luna aka Enri-
queta de Luna Garcia 
CASE NUMBER: EPR000858  
To all heirs, beneficiaries, cred-
itors, contingent creditors, and 
persons who may otherwise be 
interested in the will or estate, 
or both, of: Enriqueta Miranda 
de Luna aka Enriqueta de Luna 
Garcia 
A Petition for Probate has been 
filed by: Tina Carroll in the Su-
perior Court of California, Coun-
ty of: IMPERIAL 
The Petition for Probate re-
quests that Tina Carroll be ap-
pointed as per sonal represen-
tative to administer the estate 
of the decedent. 
The petition requests author-
ity to administer the estate 
under the Independent Admin-
istration of Estates Act. (This 
authority will allow the person-
al representative to take many 
actions without obtaining court 
approval. Before taking certain 
very important actions, howev-
er, the personal representative 
will be required to give notice to 
interested persons unless they 
have waived notice or consent-
ed to the proposed action.) The 
independent administra 
tion authority will be granted 
unless an interested person 
files an objec tion to the peti-
tion and shows good cause why 
the court should not grant the 
authority. 
A hearing on the petition will 
be held in this court as follows: 
Date: September 10, 2021 
Time: 8:30 a.m. 
Dept. 9 
Address of court: 
Superior Court of California,  
County of Imperial 
939 West Main Street  
El Centro, CA 92243 
If you object to the granting of 

the petition, you should appear 
at the hearing and state your 
objections or file written ob-
jections with the court before 
the hearing. Your appearance 
may be in person or by your at-
torney. If you are a creditor or 
a contin gent creditor of the 
decedent, you must file your 
claim with the court and mail a 
copy to the personal rep resen-
tative appointed by the court 
within the later of either (1) 
four months from the date of 
first issuance of letters to a gen-
eral per sonal representative, as 
defined in section 58(b) of the 
California Probate Code, or (2) 
60 days from the date of mail-
ing or personal deliv ery to you 
of a notice under section 9052 
of the California Probate Code. 
Other California statutes and 
legal authority may affect your 
rights as a creditor. You may 
want to consult with an attor-
ney knowledgeable in Califor-
nia law. 
You may examine the file kept 
by the court. If you are a person 
inter ested in the estate, you 
may file with the court a Re-
quest for Special Notice (form 
DE-154) of the filing of an in-
ventory and appraisal of estate 
assets or of any petition or ac-
count as provided in Probate 
Code section 1250. A Request 
for Special Notice form is avail-
able from the court clerk. 
Attorney for petitioner: 
Patrick M. Pace 
Pinney, Caldwell & Pace 
444 South Eighth Street, Suite A 
El Centro, CA 92243 
(760) 352-7800 
Filed: August 23, 2021 
Superior Court 
County of Imperial 
Clerk of the Court 
By: Astridd Weirner, Deputy 
Clerk Legal 6622 
Publish: Aug. 26, Sept. 2, 9, 2021

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

Although Angulo did not ad-
dress specific school sites when 
presented with various letters sent 
to parents that were being shared 
on social media, she addressed 
the sobering data that many of the 
new infections are among youths.  

“In the recent weeks and of the 
total new positive cases, 28 per-
cent have been in children young-
er than 17,” Angulo added. “Since 
the pandemic started in 2020, 
over 180 outbreaks have been re-
ported. These have been in differ-
ent settings, including schools.”

Although not verified in every 
case, there appears to be either 
multiple positive cases or out-
break-level numbers at Braw-
ley Union High School, Myron 
D. Witter Elementary in Braw-
ley, T.L. Waggoner in Imperi-
al, Southwest High School in El 
Centro last week, and reportedly, 
among staff at the Imperial Valley 
Center for Exceptional Children 
in El Centro. 

An outbreak is defined as a 
cluster of three or more positive 
cases in any workplace or school 
site, according to the reporting 
requirements of Assembly Bill 
685. In the case of Brawley High, 
for instance, an update sent to 
parents on Tuesday morning stat-
ed that two confirmed positive 
cases had last been on campus on 
Monday, Aug. 23, and were now 
being isolated.

When the county released the 
most recent COVID data for the 
week on Aug. 24, the number 
of active cases had ballooned to 
352, up from 219 active cases on 
Thursday, Aug. 19. Two addition-
al COVID-related deaths (748) 
had been reported in that time, 
as well.

“There are other deaths pend-
ing investigation,” Angulo said 
earlier in the day Tuesday. Death 
investigations can take several 
weeks before a case is confirmed 
as COVID-related and posted to 
the county’s data.

All of this comes as the latest 
variant report from county Pub-
lic Health shows that over each 
of the past three weeks, the in-
stances of the highly transmissi-
ble Delta variant responsible for 
the vast majority of cases in the 
United States since mid-July have 
doubled in the county — from 
22 cases gene-sequenced for the 

week of Aug. 9, to 46 cases on 
Aug. 16, exploding to 114 cases 
detected for the most recent re-
port released on Monday. These 
cases also involve delayed report-
ing due to extended time it takes 
to sequence the samples, which is 
done outside Imperial County.

“Definitely, Delta is here. … 
and that number is going to in-
crease; pretty much everything is 
Delta,” Imperial County Health 
Officer, Dr. Stephen Munday 
said Aug. 24. “Now, the only time 
we’re seeing other variants are 
when we have people coming to 
us from other communities.”

Angulo said she thinks in the 
next few weeks Delta will be the 
most prominent variant in Impe-
rial County. For now, the county 
is still seeing the primary variant 
of concern as the Gamma variant, 
or what has been referred to as 
the Brazilian or Japanese variant. 
There were 128 cumulative cases 
of Gamma found in Monday’s re-
port.

The rapid rise in Delta cases 
coincides with the high positivi-
ty rate Imperial County is seeing, 
Dr. Munday said, but that is not 
leading to the same increased rate 
of hospitalizations locally that 
California as a whole and nearby 
counties are experiencing. 

That is attributed to the high 
rate of vaccination Imperial 
County has, Munday said.

Case rate positivity in Imperial 
County was 12.9 percent for the 
week of Aug. 8 through Aug. 14, 
with 14 new cases per day per 
100,000 residents over the same 
time period.

When Angulo made her pre-
sentation to the Imperial County 
Board of Supervisors on Tuesday 
morning, that positivity rate for 
Imperial was 10.4 percent. By 
comparison, California was at 5.4 
percent, San Diego County at 7 
percent, and Riverside County at 
9.9 percent.

Hospitalization rates in Impe-
rial County, however, are upside 
down in that regard. The Val-
ley was at 19.1 hospitalized per 
100,000 residents over a 14-day 
average, Angulo said, compared 
to more than 7,600 patients hos-
pitalized in California, 573 pa-
tients in San Diego County, and 
563 in Riverside County, all 14-
day averages.

The vaccination rates contin-
ue to look up for the county, and 
Public Health even saw a boost 
as more people apparently grow 
concerned about the Delta vari-
ant. It also doesn’t hurt that hos-
pitals nationwide are filled with 
nearly 99 percent unvaccinated 
patients.

“As far as vaccine administra-
tion, we’re close to 90 percent of 
our eligible population with at 
least one dose, 71.9 percent fully 

vaccinated, and 17.9 percent par-
tially vaccinated,” Angulo said.

“This last week, we gave several 
100 more vaccine doses here lo-
cally. We’re closer to 4,000 doses 
administered in a week, and prior 
weeks it was ranging in the lower 
3000s,” the public health director 
added.

Munday said the vaccination 
rates are buffering residents from 
getting too sick and dying.

“We have a very high vaccina-
tion rate, and we are definitely 
benefiting from that. So, we have 
a high level of community immu-
nity. It’s not enough to complete-
ly disrupt transmission and end 
the pandemic, but it is definitely 
benefiting our community. That 
along with the fact that it took the 
Delta (variant) a little bit longer 
to get here,” Dr. Munday said.

“It’s my belief that that has re-
ally benefited our community in 
terms of limiting severe disease 
and therefore limiting hospital-
izations,” the health officer added. 
“But we can’t let our guard down 
because Delta is continuing to 
spread, the numbers are increas-
ing.”

That is one of the chief reasons 
Munday decided to institute last 
week’s health order to return to 
indoor masking, no matter vacci-
nation status: to provide another 
layer of protection against the in-
creasing surge.

To that end, Angulo said the 
numbers for hospitalizations in 
the last 20 days have been dou-
bling around Southern Califor-
nia, so vigilance is needed.

“The 14-day average for Cal-
ifornia the first week of August 
was 3,720.9 hospitalized patients; 
today, 7,676. That’s only been 20 
days; it’s doubled,” she said. “San 
Diego County was at 288.4 hos-
pitalized patients; today, 573.1. 
Riverside, 265.2; today, 563.4, 
and Imperial County was at 8.4., 
(and) recording 19.1 hospitalized 
patients. Again, that’s a 14-day 
average.”

Imperial County Board of 
Supervisors Chair Mike Kelley 
asked whether Imperial Coun-
ty’s vaccination numbers were 
inflated due to the high number 
of farmworkers who have been 
inoculated, citing a recent CalM-
atters report in which the agricul-
tural companies and the Imperial 
Valley Vegetable Growers Associ-
ation were largely credited with 
getting so many field laborers 
vaccinated.

Angulo said only people using 
Imperial County addresses are 
counted toward the county’s to-
tals. She acknowledged that some 
might be giving local addresses 
when they don’t actually live here, 
but for tallying purposes, only lo-
cal addresses count.

It should be noted that absent 
from the CalMatters story was 
credit given to Salud Sin Fron-
teras, the local health justice or-
ganization established at the start 
of the pandemic to address farm-
workers’ health concerns related 
to COVID-19. 

Salud Sin Fronteras was instru-
mental in coordinating the push 
to get farmworkers vaccinated 
before any other local organiza-
tion or group even started. In fact, 
Salud Sin Fronteras volunteers in 
many cases took over the register-
ing of field workers on behalf of 
the ag companies.

Dr. Munday made a salient 
point about whether those vac-
cinated locally were residents or 
not.

“Regardless of whether they 
are considered a resident of our 
county, they are physically here, 
and therefore, they are at risk of 
being exposed to COVID,” he 
said. “We want everybody who 
is in our county, whether they’re 
officially a resident or not, to get 
vaccinated.”

COVID
From page 1

A volunteer with Salud Sin Fronteras, which advocates for vaccine and other COVID-related protections for the region’s 
farmworkers, monitored a line of farmworkers who were waiting to be vaccinated outside Desert Pharmacy in El Centro during a 
clinic on Feb. 22, where up to 20 farmworkers received a first dose. These were among the first farmworkers in Imperial County 
to be vaccinated. | CAMILO GARCIA JR. PHOTO
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VIKINGSVIKINGS FOOT FOOTBALLBALL
HoltvilleHoltville

20212021

SEPT. 2 at Hoover (San Diego)
SEPT. 10 vs. Maranatha Christian (SD)
SEPT. 17 vs. Calexico
SEPT. 30 vs. Imperial

OCT. 8 at Palo Verde Valley (Blythe)
Oct. 15 vs. Vincent Memorial (Calexico)
Oct. 22 vs. Mountain Empire (Pine Valley)
Oct. 28 at Calipatria

SCHEDULE

BARBARA WORTH 
COUNTRY 
CLUB  
& RESORT

(760) 356-5800

HOLTVILLE VIKINGS FOOTBALL CALENDAR 
BROUGHT TO YOU BY THESE COMMUNITY SPONSORS AND THE

(760) 356-2995 • holtvilletribune.com

A Growing 
Tradition 

Since 1923

(760) 356-0130
(760) 356-4381

FIVE STAR 
PACKING

(760) 356-4103

GEORGE'S GEORGE'S 
PIZZAPIZZA

(760) 356-1192

439 E. 5th Street, Holtville
(760) 336-8736

(760) 351-3333 (360) 892-0514

Holtville Tribune
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SPORTS

HOLTVILLE SPORTS PAGE BROUGHT TO YOU BY:

(760) 356-1192 (760) 356-4381 (760) 337-3883 (760) 356-5800

Barbara Worth 
Country Club

(877) 482-5656

433 W. 5th Street,  
Holtville

(760) 356-4103

HIBERNATION IS FINALLY OVER.
 HEAD TO THE BEACH.
SHOP LOCAL. GO WINE TASTING.

 GET SOME R&R
 IN THE NAME
OF RECOVERY.
 SUPPORT YOUR STATE BY VACATIONING HERE. 
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FOOTBALL

Holtville Takes 
the 36-29 Win  
in Eagle Coun-

try
BY MIKE GOODSELL

HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

EL CENTRO — Jason Turn-
er, Holtville High School’s fifth-
year head football coach, knew 
he had a young team without 
much game experience going 

into the season opener at South-
west High School in El Centro on 
Friday, Aug. 20. 

Even though the youth showed 
at key moments against the Eagles, 
the Vikings’ offense was able to do 
just enough to get the 36-29 non-
league victory.

Turner noted that the last time 
some of his team had been in an 
actual game was either in middle 
school or on the freshmen level 
at the high school in 2019. Either 
through missed assignments or 
inopportune penalties the Vikings 
often negated the better plays their 

defense made against the Eagles 
squad.

“We knew the question coming 
in was how would our guys react 
when they got hit back and when 
adversity arose,” Turner said. “We 
had way too many penalties but we 
found out these guys are ready and 
willing to compete with anybody.”

Holtville’s offense was bolstered 
by the strong running of the Iten 
brothers who carried the work-
load for the Vikings. Senior Pay-
ton Iten finished with 94 yards on 
the ground, but was bested by his 

Vikings Hold On to Beat Southwest

Holtville High School senior Payton Iten eludes the Southwest High defense during 
the Vikings nonleague, season-opening game in El Centro on Friday, Aug. 20. Iten 
helped lead the Vikings to a 36-29 victory over the Eagles. | CATHI PHILLIPS LARIOSSee FOOTBALL, PAGE 10

20212021
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younger brother Seth, a sopho-
more, who carried the ball for 103 
yards.

After forcing a punt on South-
west’s opening possession, Holt-
ville took over and was able to 
score just five plays later when 
Seth Iten broke free for a 54-yard 
scamper to the end zone. Payton 
Iten ran in the two-point conver-
sion and the Vikings were up 8-0 
with 5:15 left in the first quarter.

The homestanding Eagles got 
on the scoreboard at the end 
of an eight-play drive as their 
280-pound defensive end Seneca 
Haines rumbled across the goal 
line from the 2-yard line with 
11:54 left in the first half. The ex-
tra-point kick was delivered by 
Andres Maldonado and the score 
stood at 8-7.

Southwest took the lead at the 
8:19 mark of the first half thanks 
to a 14-yard touchdown pass 
from quarterback Logan Jungers 
to receiver Armando Zavala to 
give the Eagles a 13-8 lead.

Holtville didn’t wait long to 
retake the lead, going on a sev-

en-play drive that ended with a 
Spencer Hilfiker 15-yard touch-
down pass to tight end Mason 
Toten. Seth Iten ran across for 
the two-point conversion and the 
visitors were ahead again, 16-13, 
with 3:51 left in the first half.

Payton Iten would increase the 
Vikings’ lead just before halftime 
when he burst down the sideline 
on a fourth-and-3 play, stepping 
out of bounds at the 2-yard line 
with 44 seconds left in the half. 
After an encroachment penalty 
moved the ball to the 1-yard line, 
Payton Iten finished the drive 
with a touchdown plunge to give 
Holtville a 22-13 halftime lead.

“With the mistakes and the 
penalties it certainly wasn’t our 
best game, but we were able to do 
what we had to do to come away 
with the win,” Payton Iten said. “I 
thought our offense played well 
and the line was doing a good job 
of opening things up for me and 
my brother.”

Holtville’s Zephan Duarte re-
turned the second-half kickoff to 
midfield that ignited a seven-play 
touchdown drive. Hilfiker again 
hit his tight end Toten who broke 
free from a tackler at the 35-yard 

line to shuffle down the sideline 
for his second touchdown. Dan-
iel Ledesma ran in the two-point 
conversion and the Vikings ex-
tended their lead to 30-13 with 
8:25 left in the third-quarter.

Southwest narrowed the gap 
to 30-21 when Jungers lofted a 

pass to wideout Nate Smith Jr. for 
a score in the corner of the end 
zone. The two-point conversion 
proved successful as Jonah Estra-
da pulled in a pass from Jungers 
as well.

With 37 seconds left in the 
third quarter, Hilfiker increased 

the Vikings’ lead to 36-21 when 
he scored on a two-yard keeper.

Things got interesting with 8:05 
left in the fourth quarter when 
Southwest running back Isa-
iah Torres scored on a two-yard 
touchdown run. The two-point 
conversion was a successful toss 
from Jungers to Smith Jr. and the 
Eagles were within a score at 36-
29.

The Eagles’ final opportuni-
ty was snuffed out when Mason 
Toten sacked Jungers with 1:12 
left.

Toten admitted that his sec-
ond touchdown was exciting as 
he broke free for the score, but he 
was especially satisfied with sack-
ing the quarterback at the end of 
the game because it best helped 
the team get the win. “I like play-
ing defense best,” he said.

Holtville will be back on the 
gridiron at 7 p.m. on Friday, Aug. 
27, when the Vikings travel to 
Pine Valley to take on Mountain 
Empire High in a nonleague con-
test. The Vikings and Redhawks 
will meet later in the season for 
their Desert League matchup. 

Holtville’s freshman/sopho-
more team will be traveling to 

Holtville High School sophomore Seth Iten leaps past the Southwest High defense 
during the Vikings’ nonleague game against the Eagles in El Centro on Friday, Aug. 
20. | CATHI PHILLIPS LARIOS PHOTO

FOOTBALL
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BY MURRAY ANDERSON
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — Due to travel 
restrictions, the Holtville High 
School football team will not be 

playing at home on Friday, Aug. 
27.

Originally scheduled to host 
CETYS of Tijuana on Friday, the 
Vikings will now make the trek to 
Pine Valley to take on Mountain 

Empire High School. Kickoff is 
slated for 7 p.m. on the Mountain 
Empire campus.

The Redhawks and Vikings are 
Desert League foes, but Friday’s 
contest will be a nonleague game. 

The regularly scheduled league 
contest is still set for Oct. 22 in 
Holtville.

The Vikings were original-
ly scheduled to host CETYS of 
Mexicali on Sept. 3, but due to 

international travel restrictions, 
the game has also been canceled. 
Holtville instead will be traveling 
to San Diego to take on Hoover 
High School at 7 p.m. on Thurs-
day, Sept. 2.

FOOTBALL

Schedule Change Sends Vikings to Pine Valley

BY MURRAY ANDERSON
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — There was no shortage of interest in 
jumping in the swimming pool and joining the Holtville 
Stingrays swim team this summer.

Holtville coach Heather Duarte, who just completed her 
fourth season at the helm of the Stingrays, said she had 122 
swimmers on her roster with about 60 competing in the 
Imperial Valley Swim League. 

Competing against teams from El Centro, Yuma, Bly-
the and Imperial, the Holtville squad proved it wasn’t just 
big in numbers, but also big in talent, winning the league 
championship and having five swimmers earn all-around 
championships for their divisions.

“All of these kids put in the work and really showed up 
and worked hard this summer,” Duarte said. “I was just so 
proud of all of them and to see all the green caps at the 
meets and on the starting blocks brings a smile to my face.”

The eight-week summer swim season ran throughout 
June and July and featured swimmers ranging in age from 
4 to 18. Competitions were held in six different age cate-
gories with the oldest division comprised of boys and girls 
ages 15 to 18.

Duarte said for swimmers to qualify for the league cham-
pionship meet they had to participate in two invitationals 
or four dual meets. The championship meet was held July 
24 at the Valley Aquatics Center in Yuma.

“One of the things I am constantly telling the swimmers 
is to end as strong as you started,” Duarte said. “And we 
were able to do that at the championships, sweeping some 
entire age groups.”

They “High Point,” or all-around, winners from the 
Stingrays cam from the 9- to 10-year-old boys division  
where Hector Mercado was the all-around champion.

The 11- and 12-year-old girls’ champion was Kinzy 
Duarte and the 13- and 14-year-old boys’ champion was 
Trypp Duarte. 

In the older division, the Stingrays’ Adisyn Duarte and 
Luis Colio won the 15- to 18-year-old all-around champi-
onships. 

Not all swimmers on the Stingrays hail from Holtville as 
summer swim teams are allowed to have competitors from 
anywhere. However, coach Heather Duarte said about half 
of her roster was made up of Holtville swimmers. 

“I’m always reminding them that they are representing 
a town that has so much pride and so much togetherness,” 
Heather Duarte said. “I have my older swimmers helping 
coach the younger ones so that creates so much team spirit 
and pride.”

The Stingrays home pool was at the El Centro Aquat-
ics Center this season while the Holtville city pool is being 
refurbished. If the reconstruction of the pool is complete, 
the Stingrays will be back in Holtville for the 2022 summer 
season.

 Stingrays Sink Swim 
League Competition

SWIMMING

Swimmers dive off their blocks during a meet for the Imperial Valley 
Swim League. The Holtville Stingrays won the league championship on 
July 24 in Yuma. | HOLTVILLE STINGRAYS COURTESY PHOTO

BY MURRAY ANDERSON
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

CHULA VISTA – In an early-sea-
son battle of CIF-San Diego Section 
Division III contenders, it was Mater 
Dei Catholic of Chula Vista outscor-
ing Brawley Union High, 53-21, here 
on Friday, Aug. 20.

Mater Dei, the preseason No. 
1-ranked team in Division III, 
jumped ahead of Brawley 21-0 in 
the first quarter before the Wild-
cats, ranked No. 6 in the Division III 
preseason poll, cut the lead to 21-14 
at the end of the high-scoring first 
quarter.

Brawley senior running back Isa-
iah Young ran for two touchdowns, 
including a 62-yard sprint in the 
third quarter, while junior quarter-
back Ethan Gutierrez had a 10-yard 
touchdown run.

The Crusaders outscored Brawley 
32-7 over the final three quarters to 
pull away for the easy win. 

The Wildcats travel back to San 
Diego County on Friday, Aug. 27, 
for a 7 p.m. kickoff at Valley Center. 

SPARTANS FALL 
AT HOME TO MT. CARMEL

EL CENTRO – Central Union 
High School’s football team strug-
gled in its season-opener at Cal 
Jones Field here, falling to Mt. Car-
mel High of San Diego 33-17.

The game was a rematch of a 2019 
CIF-San Diego Section Division III 
playoff contest won by the Spartans 
46-38. Central now finds itsel in 
Division II, and entered the season 

ranked No. 6 in the division while 
Mt. Carmel entered the season as the 
fourth-ranked team in Division III.

The Sundevils jumped out to a 6-0 
lead after one quarter and led 20-9 
at halftime.

Central wideout Gavin Marini 
had the highlight of the night for 
the Spartans with an 87-yard touch-
down reception.

Central will be on the road for a 
7 p.m. kickoff on Friday, Aug. 27, 
traveling to face Point Loma High 
School in San Diego.

CALEXICO BULLDOGS 
COME UP SHORT VS. PV

CALEXICO – Four turnovers 
and a blocked punt was too much 
to overcome and the Bulldogs fell 
at home to Palo Verde Valley High 
of Blythe, 15-6, on Friday, Aug. 20, 
in the nonleague season-opener for 
both teams.

The Yellowjackets broke open 
a 2-0 halftime with two rushing 
touchdowns from junior Markus 
Macon to take a 15-0 lead.

Calexico got an 18-yard touch-
down pass from junior backup quar-
terback David Esquer to senior Ernie 
Sanchez late in the fourth quarter to 
pull the Bulldogs to within 15-6.

Calexico returns to action at 7 
p.m. on Friday, Aug. 27, when the 
Bulldogs host Castle Park High of 
Chula Vista.

SCOTS BLOWN OUT 
IN SAN DIEGO

SAN DIEGO – Vincent Memo-

rial Catholic High made the trek 
over the mountain to take on San 
Diego High on Friday, Aug. 20, and 
came back with a 55-8 loss at the 
hands of the Cavers in a nonleague 
matchup.

The CIF-San Diego Section Di-
vision II Cavers had a 41-0 lead 
at halftime and returned the sec-
ond-half kickoff for a touchdown 
to make it a 48-0 blowout. 

The Scots got on the scoreboard 
late in the third quarter when se-
nior quarterback Diego Elorduy 
hit junior receiver Andre Rodri-
guez for a 40-yard touchdown pass. 
Elorduy was also able to complete 
the two-point conversion for the 
Scots’ only points.

Vincent Memorial returns to ac-
tion at 7 p.m. on Friday, traveling 
to El Centro to take on Southwest 
High in a nonleague showdown. 

IMPERIAL, CALIPATRIA 
HAVE BYES OPENING WEEK

IMPERIAL – Imperial and Cali-
patria had byes on Friday, Aug. 20, 
but both will be in action on Friday, 
Aug. 27.

The Tigers will be on the road in 
Santee to take on West Hills with 
kickoff set for 7 p.m. on Friday, Aug. 
27. West Hills opened its season with 
a 55-0 victory over Kearny of San 
Diego on Friday, Aug. 20.

The Hornets open their season at 
home on Friday, Aug. 27, taking on 
Desert Mirage of Thermal in a 7 p.m. 
contest. The Rams opened their sea-
son with  55-0 loss to San Bernardi-
no High School. 

BY MURRAY ANDERSON
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — Getting back 
on the court has been a struggle 
for the Holtville High School vol-
leyball team, but when the Vikings 
did get to finally play a game they 
looked more than ready to go.

Holtville defeated Imperial, 25-
15, 23-25, 25-21, 25-14, in the Vi-
kings’ gym on Tuesday, Aug. 24, in 
its opening match of the season, 
beating a Tigers’ squad that was 
playing its 11th match of the young 
season.

The Vikings’ season was put on 
hold for 10 days due to COVID 
protocols before returning to prac-
tice on Thursday, Aug. 19. Then on 
Monday, Aug. 23, Holtville’s varsity 
team found out it would be with-
out head coach Chelsey Strahm for 

a majority of the season.
Strahm, who is pregnant with 

her fourth child due in October, 
has been put on bed rest by her 
doctor through the remainder of 
her pregnancy.

“We’ve had three practices since 
Aug. 6,” said Mariana Garewal, the 
Vikings’ assistant varsity coach. 
“Trying to tweak the lineup to ev-
eryone’s strength in the middle of 
the first game was difficult.”

The Vikings, defending CIF-San 
Diego Section Division IV cham-
pions, didn’t look rusty in the first 
set, winning 25-15 over the Tigers 
(4-7 overall), who might have been 
road weary from a weekend tour-
nament in Las Vegas where they 
played nine matches.

Holtville’s rust started to show in 
the second set on Tuesday, falling 
behind 23-16 before rallying to tie 

the game at 23-23 before falling 
25-23.

“Given the fact we only had three 
practices we were able to perciv-
ere and come back to win the last 
two,” Garewal said. “One thing that 
has never been in question is this 
team’s relentlessness and ability to 
battle.”

Sophomore Jasmine Garewal led 
the charge for Holtville with 18 
kills and six blocks. Junior Kam-
ryn Walker had seven service aces 
and five kills while senior Orian 
Anderson had six digs in the back 
row.

The Vikings are back on the 
court on Thursday, Aug. 26, when 
they travel to take on Central 
Union High in El Centro at 6 p.m. 
They will travel to take part in the 
Sweetwater Invitational tourna-
ment on Sept. 3 and 4. 

VOLLEYBALL

Vikings Tame Tigers in Return to Court

FOOTBALL ROUNDUP

Wildcats Blown Out by Mater Dei Catholic
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NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINIS-
TER ESTATE OF: 
David Aaron Thomas 
CASE NUMBER: EPR001001  
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, 
contingent creditors, and persons 
who may otherwise be interested in 
the will or estate, or both, of: David 
Aaron Thomas, aka David A. Thom-
as, aka David Thomas 
A Petition for Probate has been filed 
by: Rebecca Walker in the Superior 
Court of California, County of: IM-
PERIAL 
The Petition for Probate requests 
that Rebecca Walker be appointed 
as personal representative to ad-
minister the estate of the decedent. 
The petition requests authority to 
administer the estate under the 
Independent Administration of Es-

tates Act. (This authority will allow 
the personal representative to take 
many actions without obtaining 
court approval. Before taking cer-
tain very important actions, how-
ever, the personal representative 
will be required to give notice to 
interested persons unless they have 
waived notice or consented to the 
proposed action.) The independent 
administra tion authority will be 
granted unless 
an interested person files an objec 
tion to the petition and shows good 
cause why the court should not 
grant the authority. 
A hearing on the petition will be 
held in this court as follows: 
Date: September 3, 2021 
Time: 8:30 a.m. 
Dept. 9 

Address of court: 
Superior Court of California,  County 
of Imperial 
939 West Main Street  
El Centro, CA 92243 
If you object to the granting of the 
petition, you should appear at the 
hearing and state your objections 
or file written objections with the 
court before the hearing. Your ap-
pearance may be in person or by 
your attorney. If you are a credi-
tor or a contin gent creditor of the 
decedent, you must file your claim 
with the court and mail a copy to 
the personal rep resentative ap-
pointed by the court within the later 
of either (1) four months from the 

date of first issuance of letters to a 
general per sonal representative, as 
defined in section 58(b) of the Cali-
fornia Probate Code, or (2) 60 days 
from the date of mailing or person-
al delivery to you of a notice under 
section 9052 of the California Pro-
bate Code. Other California stat-
utes and legal authority may affect 
your rights as a creditor. You may 
want to consult with an attorney 
knowledgeable in California law. 
You may examine the file kept by 
the court. If you are a person inter 
ested in the estate, you may file 
with the court a Request for Special 
Notice (form DE-154) of the filing of 
an inventory and appraisal of estate 

assets or of any petition or account 
as provided in Probate Code section 
1250. A Request for Special Notice 
form is available from the court 
clerk. 
Attorney for petitioner: 
Patrick M. Pace 
Pinney, Caldwell & Pace 
444 South Eighth Street, Suite A El 
Centro, CA 92243 
(760) 352-7800 
Filed: August 16, 2021 
Superior Court 
County of Imperial 
Clerk of the Court 
By: Irma de la Rosa, Deputy Legal 
6618 
Publish: Aug. 19, 26, Sept. 2, 2021

ANNOUNCEMENT
 

LONG DISTANCE 
MOVING: Call today for 
a FREE QUOTE from 

America’s Most Trusted 
Interstate Movers. Let 
us take the stress out 
of moving!  Speak to a 
Relocation Specialist, 
call 1-844-857-1737

 
 Eliminate gutter 
cleaning forever! 

LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-

blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule 

a FREE LeafFilter 
estimate today. 15% 
off Entire Purchase. 

10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-855-

424-7581 
 

Become a Published 
Author. We want 

to Read Your 
Book! Dorrance 

Publishing-Trusted by 
Authors Since 1920 

Book manuscript 
submissions currently 

being reviewed. 
Comprehensive 

Services: Consultation, 
Production, Promotion 
and Distribution. Call 
for Your Free Author`s 

Guide 1-877-538-
9554 or visit http://

dorranceinfo.com/Cali
 

Water Damage to Your 
Home?  Call for a quote 
for professional cleanup 

& maintain the value 
of your home!  Set an 

appt. today! Call 1-855-
401-7069

 

AUTOS WANTED
 

WANTED! Old Porsche 
356/911/912 for 

restoration by hobbyist 
1948-1973 Only. Any 
condition, top $ paid! 

PLEASE LEAVE 
MESSAGE  

1-707-339-5994. Email: 
porscherestoration@

yahoo.com 
 

DONATE YOUR 
CAR OR TRUCK 

TO HERITAGE FOR 
THE BLIND. Free 3 
Day Vacation, Tax 
Deductible, Free 

Towing, All Paperwork 
Taken Care Of. CALL 

1-877-573-9104. 
 

DONATE YOUR CAR, 
BOAT OR RV to receive 
a major tax deduction. 
Help homeless pets. 

Local, IRS Recognized. 
Top Value Guaranteed. 

Free Estimate and 
Pickup.   

LAPETSALIVE.ORG 
1-833-772-2632 

 
DONATE YOUR CAR 
TO KIDS  Fast Free 

Pickup – Running or Not 
- 24 Hour Response - 

Maximum Tax Donation 
– Help Find Missing 

Kids! Call 1-888-491-
1453.

 
CABLE/INTERNET/

SATELLITE TV
 

DIRECTV - Watch your 
favorite live sports, 

news and entertainment 
anywhere. More top 
premium channels 

than DISH. Restrictions 
apply. Call IVS - 1-888-

641-5762.

DIRECTV NOW. No 
Satellite Needed. $40/
month. 65  Channels. 

Stream Breaking News, 
Live Events, Sports & 
On Demand Titles. No 
Annual Contract. No 
Commitment. CALL 

1-855-404-2509
 

AT&T Internet. Starting 
at $40/month w/12-mo 
agmt. Includes 1 TB of 
data per month. Get 
More For Your High-

Speed Internet Thing. 
Ask us how to bundle 
and SAVE! Geo & svc 
restrictions apply. Call 
us today 1-855-397-

7909. 
 

FINANCIAL SERVICES
 

Over $10K in Debt? Be 
debt free in 24 to 48 

months. No upfront fees 
to enroll. A+ BBB rated. 

Call National Debt 
Relief 1-888-231-4274. 

 
Applying for Social 

Security Disability or 
Appealing a Denied 

Claim? Call Bill Gordon 
& Assoc. Our case 

managers simplify the 
process & work hard 

to help with your case.  
Call 1-844-998-1460 
FREE Consultation. 

Local Attorneys 
Nationwide [Mail: 2420 
N St NW, Washington 

DC. Office: Broward Co. 
FL (TX/NM Bar.)]

 
INSURANCE

 
SAVE BIG on HOME 

INSURANCE! Compare 

20 A-rated insurances 
companies. Get a quote 
within minutes. Average 
savings of $444/year! 
Call 1-844-410-9609! 

(M-F 8am-8pm Central) 
 

MEDICAL/HEALTH
 

Lowest Prices on Health 
Insurance. We have 

the best rates from top 
companies! Call Now! 

1-888-989-4807
 

REAL ESTATE/LOANS
 

RETIRED COUPLE  
$1 MIL for business 

purpose Real 
Estate loans. Credit 
unimportant. V.I.P. 

Trust Deed Company 
www.viploan.com 

Call 1-818-248-0000 
Broker-principal 

DRE 01041073. No 
Consumer Loans. 

 
TAX SERVICES

 
ARE YOU BEHIND 
$10k OR MORE ON 
YOUR TAXES? Stop 
wage & bank levies, 
liens & audits, unfiled 

tax returns, payroll 
issues, & resolve tax 

debt FAST. Call 1-855-
970-2032.

 
WANT TO BUY

 
FREON WANTED: We 
pay $$$ for cylinders 
and cans. R12 R500 

R11 R113 R114. 
Convenient. Certified 
Professionals. Call 

312-291-9169 or visit 
RefrigerantFinders.com

CLASSIFIED ADS

Call (760) 482-7311 or (760) 222-8799Call (760) 482-7311 or (760) 222-8799

Amended NOTICE OF PETI TION TO 
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF: Josefina 
Galaviz 
CASE NUMBER: EPR000991  
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, 
contingent creditors, and persons 
who may otherwise be interested in 
the will or estate, or both, of: Jose-
fina Galaviz 
A Petition for Probate has been filed 
by: Sarah M. Enz, Acting Public Ad-
ministrator in the Superior Court of 
California, County of: IMPERI AL 
The Petition for Probate requests 
that Sarah M. Enz, Acting Public 
Administrator be appointed as per 
sonal representative to administer 
the estate of the decedent. 
The petition requests authority to 
administer the estate under the 
Independent Administration of Es-
tates Act. (This authority will allow 
the personal representative to take 
many actions without obtaining 
court approval. Before taking cer-
tain very important actions, how-
ever, the personal representative 
will be required to give notice to 
interested persons unless they have 
waived notice or consented to the 
proposed action.) The independent 
administra tion authority will be 
granted unless an interested person 
files an objec tion to the petition and 
shows good cause why the court 
should not grant the authority. 
A hearing on the petition will be 
held in this court as follows: 
Date: September 17, 2021 
Time: 8:30 a.m. 
Dept. 9 
Address of court: 
Superior Court of California,  County 
of Imperial 
939 West Main Street  
El Centro, CA 92243 
If you object to the granting of the 

petition, you should appear at the 
hearing and state your objections or 
file written objections with the court 
before the hearing. Your appear-
ance may be in person or by your 
attorney. If you are a creditor or a 
contin gent creditor of the dece-
dent, you must file your claim with 
the court and mail a copy to the per-
sonal rep resentative appointed by 
the court within the later of either 
(1) four months from the date of 
first issuance of letters to a general 
per sonal representative, as defined 
in section 58(b) of the California 
Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from 
the date of mailing or personal deliv 
ery to you of a notice under section 
9052 of the California Probate Code. 
Other California statutes and legal 
authority may affect your rights as 
a creditor. You may want to consult 
with an attorney knowledgeable in 
California law. 
You may examine the file kept by 
the court. If you are a person inter 
ested in the estate, you may file 
with the court a Request for Special 
Notice (form DE-154) of the filing of 
an inventory and appraisal of estate 
assets or of any petition or account 
as provided in Probate Code section 
1250. A Request for Special Notice 
form is available from the court 
clerk. 
Attorney for petitioner: 
Sarah M. Enz, Acting Public Admin-
istrator 
778 W. State Street 
El Centro, CA 92243 
(442) 265-7000 
Electronically Filed 
Superior Court of California, County 
of Imperial 
08/10/2021 at 10:56:44 AM By: Irma 
De La Rosa, Deputy Clerk Legal 6615 
Publish: Aug. 19, 26, Sept. 2, 2021

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice of Publication 
Control No.: 18-AF-001 

NOTICE 
NOTICE OF SEIZURE PUR SUANT 
TO HEALTH AND SAFE TY CODE 
SECTIONS 11471/11488 AND NO-
TICE OF INTENDED FORFEITURE 
PURSUANT TO HEALTH AND SAFE-
TY CODE SECTION 11488.4 
Jesus Enrique Vasquez Sanchez 
and any other interested party: 
On January 10, 2018, at Highway 
78 near Ogilby Road in the County 
of Imperial, California, the proper-
ty described as: $63,380.00 U.S. 
CUR RENCY was seized pursuant 
to Health and Safety Code Section 

11471/11488 by the San Bernardi-
no County Sheriff’s Department. 
The property has an apparent or 
approximate value of $63,380.00. 
You are hereby notified that 
the District Attorney of Imperial 
County has initiated proceedings 
to forfeit the above-described 
property pur suant to Health and 
Safety Code Section 11488.4. 
You are instructed that if you de-
sire to contest the forfeiture of 
this prop erty, pursuant to Health 
and Safety Code Section 11488.5, 
you must file a verified claim stat-
ing your interest in the property. 
You must file this claim in the Su-

perior Court of the County of Im-
perial located at 939 West Main 
Street, El Centro, CA 92243 within 
thirty (30) days of last publica-
tion of this notice. (Please include 
court case no. ECU000315 and AF 
control no. 18-AF-001). 
(NOTE: The court may require you 
to pay a filing fee at the time of 
filing your claim.) You must serve 
an endorsed copy of your claim 
on the District Attorney of Impe-
rial County, Attn: Asset Forfeiture 
Unit, at 940 West Main Street, 
Suite 102, El Centro, CA 92243, 
within thirty (30) days of filing the 
claim in the Superior Court. 

If a Claim and Petition are filed, 
and a contested hearing is held, 
you will have the following rights, 
which include, but are not limited 
to: You have the right to use the 
subpoena powers of the court and 
order wit nesses to attend; you 
have a right to testify on you own 
behalf, submit evidence showing 
the legitimacy of the seized as-
sets, and a right to cross examine 
the petitioners witnesses. This is a 
civil action: you have the addition-
al right to represent yourself or 
hire your own attorney, and there 
is no right to appointed counsel in 
this case. 

The failure to timely file a verified 
claim stating an interest in the 
prop erty will result in the prop-
erty being declared or ordered 
forfeited to the State of California 
and distributed pursuant to the 
provisions of Health and Safety 
Code section 11489 with out fur-
ther notice or hearing. 
GILBERT G. OTERO 
District Attorney 
By: Ronald Melton 
Deputy District Attorney 
Asset Forforfeiture Unit 
Legal 6610 
Publish: Aug. 19, 26, Sept. 2, 9, 
2021

PUBLIC NOTICE

VOLLEYBALL
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Legal 9066

For Publication of Your 
Legal Notices Call Us, Your County Adjudicated Newspaper.

Imperial Valley Weekly/ Calexico Chronicle
760-339-4899
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IID
A century of service.

The Imperial County Local Health Authority has 
been an awarded an ACEs Aware Provider 

Engagement grant to bring awareness to adverse 
childhood experiences (ACEs) in our community.

We are hosting 4 virtual sessions covering ACEs 101 
with an opportunity for a $200 stipend upon 

attending one session, proof of completion of the 
ACEs CORE Training and public listing on the 

Clinician Directory.
NO COST TO ATTEND. 

These sessions are recommended for Medi-Cal 
eligible providers, front office staff, office 

managers, billers and clinicians. Visit our website
for a full list of eligible providers. 

Register to any ACEs 101 
session and take your first 
step in becoming an 
ACEs Aware Provider!

First Session 
August 26 1:00 PM

VIRTUAL SESSIONS

August 26, 1:00PM
September 16, 1:00PM 
October 14, 1:00PM
October 28, 1:00PM 

$200 Stipend Opportunity

NO COST TO ATTEND 

Questions? 
VanessaRyckman@co.imperial.ca.us

Scan the QR code or visit 
www.localhealthauthority.org 
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