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9/11 TURNS 20

Two Decades After 
Twin Towers Fall, 
I.V. Siblings 
Recall Tragedy
BY MARCIE LANDEROS
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

R osalie and Johnny 
Lopez and their 
mother, Adela, were 

on their way to have breakfast 
at the World Trade Center on 
the morning of Sept. 11, 2001, 
when they became witness to 
one of the most horrific and 
significant events in Ameri-
can history.

“Every year it comes up, 
and it’s hard. We feel for 
everyone who lost their 
families. I’ll never forget the 
people out there waiting, 
looking for their loved ones,” 
said Johnny Lopez, 61, of El 
Centro during a recent inter-
view with this newspaper. 

Days from of the 20th anni-
versary of the largest terrorist 
attack ever on United States 
soil, in which the Twin Tow-
ers that loomed so large over 
the New York City skyline 
were felled after two hijacked 
airliners were flown into the 
iconic structures, the Lopez 
siblings sat down on Saturday, 
Sept. 4, to discuss their mem-
ories of that fateful day.

As the nation prepares 
to mark two decades since 
the coordinated attacks on 
New York, the Pentagon in 
Washington, D.C., and an 
attempted attack in which 
hijacked passengers of Flight 
93 overtook a crew of al Qae-
da terrorists crashing into a 
field over Shanksville, Penn., 
the nation in many ways has 
never been more divided.

“This country needs to 
come together. It shouldn’t 
take something like this to 
unite everyone. Maybe in 
the coming year, the country 
won’t be so divided, and may-
be something good …,” John-
ny trailed off somberly toward 
the end of the interview. “It’s 
something to remember.”

Siblings Johnny, then 41, and Rosalie Lopez, then 46, work the phones to try 
to find a way out of New York City and back to the Imperial Valley just days 
after the Sept. 11, 2001, attack on the World Trade Center. They, along with 
their mother, Adela, age 70 at the time, would leave the city on Sept. 16.  
| ROSALIE LOPEZ PHOTO

Johnny Lopez of El Centro and Rosalie Lopez of Calexico talk about their experience in New York City on Sept. 11, 2001, when the siblings and their mother, Adela, 
were headed to the Twin Towers to “have breakfast at the top of the world” when the deadliest terrorist attack on U.S. soil occurred. Johnny and Rosalie have 
newspapers from 20 years ago spread out in front of them on Saturday, Sept. 4. | MARCIE LANDEROS PHOTO

Fire Department New York Firefight-
er Manuel “Manny” Del Valle Jr. 
was one of 340 firefighters killed in 
the World Trade Center on Sept. 11, 
2001. | PHOTO COURTESY FDNY

IVC’S PATRIOT DAY 
COMMEMORATION

Imperial Valley College 
will hold an event at 8:46 
a.m. Friday, Sept. 10, near 
the college’s main entrance 
to remember the lives lost 
during a 20th anniversary 
commemoration.

The start time coincides 
with the moment the first 
plane hit the North Tower 
of the World Trade Center 
complex in Lower Manhat-
tan.

The college asks those 
attending to please arrive 
at 8:15 a.m. The event is 
being sponsored by Associ-
ated Students Government.

9/11 MEMORIAL 
MASS IN CALEXICO

A memorial Mass for those 
who died in 9/11 will be said 
at 7 a.m. Saturday morning, 
Sept. 11, in Our Lady of Gua-
dalupe Catholic Church in 
Calexico, according to Calexi-
co Police Chief Gonzalo Gerar-
do. The Knights of Columbus 
Council 4000 is inviting the 
public, according Gerardo.

Events to 
Mark 20th 
Anniversary 
of Attacks

See 9/11 TURNS 20, PAGE 9 See EVENTS, PAGE 9

BY JULIO MORALES
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

EL CENTRO — El Centro fire Engineer Rob-
ert Gonzalez was just a 10-year-old fourth-grad-
er on Sept. 11, 2001. Like most of the nation that 
day, he and his classmates sat transfixed by the 
televised news coverage of the terrorist attacks 
and subsequent collapse of the World Trade 
Center towers.

The 9/11 attacks had a profound effect on 
Gonzalez. For one thing, the images from that 
day of public safety personnel bravely running 
into harm’s way prompted Gonzalez to eventu-
ally pursue a career as a first responder. 

Secondly, the events also inspired Gonzalez 
to have a greater appreciation for efforts aimed 
at teaching a younger generation of Americans 
about that fateful day.

“I think education is very important,” Gonza-
lez said. “I know what it’s like being a kid study-
ing Sept. 11 (2001), and not understanding.”

For those reasons, Gonzalez said he wanted to 
be on hand to greet the organizer of a travelling 
9/11 memorial exhibit when the traveling piece 
of history took a brief cross-country pitstop in 
El Centro on Friday, Sept. 3.

The mobile exhibit, known as Project 2978, 
had just departed the San Diego region and was 
bound for Phoenix for a scheduled stop and ex-
hibition of its Sept. 11-related artifacts before 
reaching its final destination in Jefferson City, 
Missouri, on Wednesday, Sept. 8.

Memorial 
Pitstop Draws 
Public Safety 
Personnel
Project 2978’s Mobile Exhibit, 
Steel I Beam from World Trade 
Center, Stops in El Centro

El Centro firefighters are shown wearing their 9/11 memo-
rial T-shirts in front of the World Memorial Foundation's 40-
foot Honor Roll on Friday, Sept. 3 at the Super Stop Travel 
Center parking lot in El Centro. | PHOTOS COURTESY OF 
ROBERT GONZALEZ

INSIDE:
• Storm Damage Costs IID $8M
After two storms, IID damages to power side 
"north of $8 million" | SEE PAGE 2

• Bradley-Keffer Aux 
Gives Out Backpacks
American Legion auxiliary distributes back-
packs to local students | SEE PAGE 2

• City Construction Update
Holtville city manager shares progress on 
various projects around town | SEE PAGE 3

See MEMORIAL, PAGE 8

VIKINGS 
RUN OVER 
HOOVER ON 
THE ROAD

FOOTBALL

SEE PAGE 9

LOCALS IN NYC

Lopez Clan Near World Trade Attack
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STAFF REPORT

HOLTVILLE — One 
hundred backpacks were 
recently donated to students 
throughout the Imperial 
Valley by the Bradley-Keffer 
American Legion auxiliary 
Unit 138.

The auxiliary unit has 
organized backpack giveaways 
in the past, with last year’s 
event including masks and 
hand sanitizer, as well as school 
supplies, auxiliary President 
Karen Gibbs said.

The 100 backpacks were 
distributed among students at 
Pine School, Holtville High, 
Meadows Union in rural El 
Centro, and Naval Air Facility 
El Centro. Auxiliary members 
who assisted with the event 
include Helen Wilson, Denise 
Kilgore and Sharon Burton.

Holtville Fire Chief Alex 
Silva and fellow firefighters are 
also credited with donating 
22 backpacks to local high 
schoolers, Gibbs said.

The auxiliary’s next project 
will be putting together care 
packages for troops who are 
deployed. Those who are 
interested in helping serve 
veterans and their families 
are encouraged to attend 
the auxiliary’s meeting at 6 
p.m. Monday, Sept. 13, at the 
American Legion post, 225 W. 
Cedar Ave., Holtville.

Two Weather Events 
and Two Emergency 
Declarations 
in One Week Come 
with Hefty Price Tag
BY ELIZABETH VARIN
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

The toll of recent storm damage 
on the Imperial Irrigation District 
system in both the Imperial and 
Coachella valleys was major, but 
so was the toll on its budget, with 
an estimated cost to be “north of 
$8 million.”

Two storms hit within 24 
hours, taking down power and 
transmission lines throughout the 
region. The first storm hit about 7 
p.m. Aug. 30, followed by anoth-
er storm with high winds around 
4 p.m. Aug. 31. The first outage 
impacted the North Shore area 
in the Coachella Valley near the 
Salton Sea, while the second out-
age affected the Imperial Valley, 
most significantly the Calipatria 
area.

Between the two weather 
events, IID lost more than 145 
transmission and distribution 
poles, said Marilyn del Bosque 
Gilbert, energy department man-
ager, during an IID meeting on 

Tuesday, Sept. 7. 
The district declared two emer-

gencies for the storms last week. 
The district requested mutual aid 
from other utilities throughout 
the region and brought in private 
crews working in the area as well, 
she said. Crews from Arizona 
Public Service, Burbank Water & 
Power, Nevada Power, San Diego 
Gas & Electric and Southern Cal-

ifornia Edison assisted in resto-
ration efforts. 

Mutualaid assistance increased 
line support by 50 crew members 
working directly on restoration 
efforts, del Bosque Gilbert said. 
Crews worked around the clock 
to restore those lines.

“This particular outage (the 
second in the Imperial Valley) 
eliminated generation from 10 

geothermal plants totaling around 
600-plus megawatts,” IID General 
Manager Henry Martinez said on 
Tuesday. “All in all, a good effort 
by everybody. We brought the 
crews in as far as Las Vegas, Ne-
vada … It was a big effort from 
everybody working 24/7.”

While the district hopes to have 
financial accounting of the events 
by the end of the week, both 

emergencies are expected to cost 
the district more than $8 million, 
Belen Valenzuela, IID chief finan-
cial officer, said on Sept. 7. 

“Right now, I can tell you it’s 
going to be north of $8 million 
between both emergencies at this 
point,” she said. “We’ll probably 
have a better grasp of that this 
week.”

More than 130 power poles 
were down — many sheared or 
split at the base — between the 
two weather events. 

One of the major hurdles with 
the restoration was a lack of lo-
cating the correctly sized poles 
to fix the transmission lines, del 
Bosque Gilbert said during one 
of the special meetings last week. 

The North Shore event saw 
about 33 poles felled and the sec-
ond Imperial Valley storm top-
pled more than 100 poles.

Of the effort to restore service 
after Aug. 31, IID officials said 
efforts were hampered by dark 
roads that were washed out and 
there was rough terrain in other 
areas. 

IID had to rely on other pow-
er agencies to acquire the wood 
power poles. Many of the poles 
in production were headed to the 
East Coast last week where hurri-
canes had made landfall. 

“The materials needed are be-
ing determined and obtaining 
the appropriate pole sizes is the 
most challenging part that we 
will have here,” del Bosque Gil-
bert said. Holtville
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LOCAL NEWS
CONTACT EDITOR RICHARD MONTENEGRO BROWN | richardmontenegrobrown@gmail.com

Anna Cannon, 67 of  Holtville, California passed away peacefully in
her home on Sunday, August 22, 2021. Anna was born on August 12,
1954 in San Diego, California. She was the daughter of  Bobby and
Georgia Lucas and the oldest of  five children. 

At ten years old, Anna and her family moved to Holtville, California
where she would attend Holtville schools and graduate from Holtville
High School in 1972. She was a current member of  Trinity Baptist
Church where she was baptized as a young girl. After high school, she
obtained her phlebotomy license and worked for Dr. Hayworth and sev-
eral local labs. Anna was also a waitress at J & M Café and helped her
parents run their family business, Park Manor Motel in Holtville for

many years.

Anna married Ralph Cannon on August 23, 1975. She became a widow at the age of  35 but went on to
raise her two daughters, Marcy and Christie and was a wonderful and proud grandma, otherwise known
as BooBoo. She never missed any of  their school, 4-H or sports events and supported all their activities. She
enjoyed her family to the fullest as they celebrated every birthday and special occasion together which
brought her so much joy. She looked forward to their family vacations every summer where she could enjoy
the cool weather and relax at the beach. She was also a San Diego Charger fan and loved watching the
games with her family and cheering for her team. She was a devoted NA member and provided much sup-
port to the program for many years. She worked with the county jail administrators to coordinate and pro-
vide NA meetings to incarcerated individuals. She served on the Narcotics Anonymous board for many
years. 

Anna is survived by her mother, Georgia Lucas, siblings; Marc, Donna (Justin) Brady, Deedee Smitham
and Robbie Lucas, her daughters; Marcy (Carl) Bingham and Christie (Paul) Tanori and step-daughters
Tracy and Samantha Cannon. Her grandchildren; Jacob Rodrigues, Zack (Alexi) Bingham, Carleigh
(Jonathan) Ramirez, Billy Bingham and Kayah Tanori. Her great-grandchildren; Edward, Matthew,
Rhiannon and Archer and numerous nieces, nephews, cousins, and friends. 
Anna was preceded in death by her husband, Ralph Cannon, her father, Bobby Lucas and her grandson
Eddie Tanori and great-grandson Angel Rodrigues.  

Graveside services for Anna will be held Saturday September 11, 2021 at 9 am at Evergreen Cemetery in
El Centro, California. A memorial service will also be held Saturday September 11, 2021 11:00 am at
Trinity Baptist Church in Holtville, California. 

Anna Cannon
8/12/54 - 8/22/21

Storm Damages Cost IID ‘North of $8 Million’

Down power lines and sheared power poles on Sinclair Road leading to geothermal plants near Niland are shown on Sept. 1. The 
Imperial Irrigation District issued its second emergency declaration of the week, this time stemming from the storm on Aug. 31, that 
downed power poles and lines all over Imperial County. | PHOTO COURTESY OF IMPERIAL IRRIGATION DISTRICT

COMMUNITY

Holtville’s Legion Auxiliary Hands Out Backpacks
The Brad-
ley-Keffer 
American 
Legion 
auxiliary Unit 
138 recently 
handed out 
100 back-
packs filled 
with school 
supplies to 
students 
enrolled in 
schools at the 
Holtville Uni-
fied, Meadows 
Union in rural 
El Centro and 
who live at 
Naval Air Facil-
ity El Centro. 
| PHOTO 
COURTESY OF 
KAREN GIBBS
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Holtville City 
Manager Talks 
Construction 

Updates
BY MARCIE LANDEROS

HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — Cuchi's Holt-
ville Raspados opened its new 
location directly across the street 
from Holt Park, a prime location 
for anyone selling treats, accord-
ing to an update on construction 
projects around town.

The new 1,294-square-foot 
raspado shop at 574 Holt Ave. 
was open on Tuesday, Sept. 7, 
with vehicles parked in front, 
but there were no hours posted 
and management could not be 
reached for comment.

Sun Community Construction 
The new Sun Community Fed-

eral Credit Union branch office’s 
gray walls stand tall in the mid-
day sun as workers from Castillo 
Construction build the new loca-
tion at the corner of Fifth Street 
and Holt Avenue. 

“The Sun Community Bank 
building on Fifth and Holt is 
moving along and taking shape. 
Staff continues to work with 
SCFCU, their design team and 
the building contractor (Castillo 
Construction) on finish details 
as it gets closer to completion, 
which is expected in the next 
few months,” wrote Holtville City 
Manager Nick Wells on Sept. 7 in 
an email on construction proj-
ects around town.

The city’s Planning Commis-
sion had approved the design 
review application for the office 
on Oct. 5, 2020, detailing plans 
for the new credit union to be 
a single-story building of 1,609 
square feet. It is intended to have 
a drive-through ATM, 10 park-
ing spaces, and a retention basin.  

The credit union’s Holtville 
branch, which is currently locat-

ed at 439 E. Fifth St, is still open 
during its normal business hours. 

Fern Crossing Opens its Doors
Down the street, Fern Cross-

ing apartment complex, between 
Holt and Fern avenues, has be-
gun to have residents move in, 
according to Wells. 

“The Fern Crossing Apart-
ments on Fourth Street between 
Holt and Fern are substantial-
ly complete, and residents have 
been moving into the complex,” 
he wrote.

The three three-story complex 
has 44 housing units and was 
initially approved by the city in 
mid-2018. It has 1,618 square 
feet of ground-floor commercial 
space but stirred up controversy 
when its developer was award-
ed state subsidies to convert the 
mixed-space development into 
farmworker housing so they 
could offset construction costs. 
This did not sit well with city offi-
cials, who wanted the apartments 
to market-rate housing to help 
with Holtville’s housing shortage, 
according to past reports.

HOLTVILLE SIDEWALKS
“A city project to add sidewalk 

to the east side of Cedar Avenue 
between Fourth and Fifth Streets 

will start soon. The contractor 
is doing preliminary work now,” 
Wells stated. 

This sidewalk project was 
awarded to Rove Engineering 
Inc. on July 12, having been the 
lowest bidder at $298,832, beat-
ing out LC Paving & Sealing Inc. 
and Universal Construction and 
Engineering. 

The city received $193,000 

from the state Congestion Miti-
gation and Air Quality program 
and $60,000 from the State-Lo-
cal Partnership Program to help 
mitigate the cost to the city for 
the improvement. 

In order to qualify for the 
funds, the city was required 
to put up $85,000 in matching 
funds, which will come out of the 
City’s Measure D/Local Trans-

portation Authority account 
which redirects local retail sales 
tax to be used for transportation 
projects, like the new sidewalk. 

The project will improve the 
east side of Cedar Avenue be-
tween Fourth and Fifth streets by 
constructing a new curb, gutter, 
and sidewalk. While the west side 
of the street does have a sidewalk, 
the east side does not. 

LOCAL NEWS

GILGAR

GILGAR | AUGUST 31, 2021
Recall Election on Tuesday, Sept. 14

CITY

Raspado Shop Open, Credit Union Build Ongoing

Sun Community Federal Credit Union's new building begins to take form in the 
desert sun on Tuesday, Sept. 7. | MARCIE LANDEROS PHOTO

Vehicles park in front of Cuchi's Holtville Raspados on Tuesday, Sept. 7, 
as the busienss opens its doors at the new location across from Holt Park.  
| MARCIE LANDEROS PHOTO

BY ELIZABETH VARIN
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

More money has come to Im-
perial County for air-quality 
projects in the area.

The Imperial County Board 
of Supervisors, sitting as the Air 
Pollution Control District Board, 
voted 5-0 to approve a budget 
amendment resolution, setting 
up the financial system to accept 
more than $5 million in AB 617 
funding. 

Assembly Bill 617, which was 
signed into law in 2017, allows 
for the development of a new 
community-focused program to 
more effectively reduce exposure 
to air pollution and preserve pub-
lic health. 

The bill directs local air dis-
tricts to take measures to protect 
communities disproportion-
ately impacted by air pollution. 
The area designated in Imperial 
County is a corridor that includes 
Calexico, Heber and El Centro.

The money goes toward proj-
ects like air filtration in schools 
and paving of gravel roads and 
alleys. 

The vote on May 25 was clerical 
housekeeping, said Air Pollution 
Control Officer Matt Dessert. It’s 
an action the board needs to take 
for the new round of funding. 

COUNTY WANTS WEST 
PORT WORK FUNDED

Imperial County is asking the 
federal government to appro-
priate $99.7 million for the final 
phase of the Calexico West Land 
Port of Entry expansion and 
modernization project. 

“The aging facility is severely 
undersized and can no longer 
accommodate the existing ve-
hicular and pedestrian traffic,” 
according to a letter sent to Sen. 
Alex Padilla on May 18. “More-
over, the excessive time it takes 

to cross the border has had a sig-
nificant economic impact on the 
region.”

Some work on the expansion 
project has already taken place. 

Phase one of the project con-
sisted of new inspection lanes in 
both directions, a new command 
center for U.S. Customs and Bor-
der Protection and a southbound 
bridge over the New River. That 
phase was completed in Septem-
ber 2018.

The first part of the second 
phase, which is currently un-
derway, includes additional in-
spection lanes, a northbound 
pre-primary inspection canopy, a 
secondary inspection canopy and 
a parking structure. 

The final phase of the project, 
which is not yet funded, includes 
building a temporary pedestrian 
processing facility, the demoli-
tion of the existing port building 
and construction of a new pedes-
trian building. 

“While the General Services 
Administration has identified 
the Calexico West expansion 
and modernization project as 
its top priority in recent years, 
federal spending for the LPOE 
project has been limited leaving 
the project $99.7 million short of 
the funding required for comple-
tion,” according to the letter. “... 
Finishing this important project 
will no doubt help encourage 
economic growth in the region 
and ultimately help create jobs 
that are critical to the Imperial 
Valley.”

SDSU-IV ASKING  
FOR DISTANCE  
LEARNING CENTER

The county is also asking for a 
congressional earmark from Sen. 
Padilla for $1 million to imple-
ment a new project to expand 

COUNTY

More Money Coming for 
Local Air-Quality Projects

See AIR PROJECTS, PAGE 5
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STAFF REPORT

IMPERIAL COUNTY — The 
seven cattle feeders in Imperi-
al County under the aegis of the 
Imperial Valley Feeders recent-
ly won an industry award for its 
“animal care and handling prin-
ciples,” according to the national 
Beef Quality Assurance program.

Imperial Valley Feeders is made 
up of Brandt Cattle Co., El Toro 
Land & Cattle, Foster Feed Yard, 
Mesquite Cattle Feeders, Moio-
la Cattle Feeders, Phillips Cattle 
Co., and Superior Cattle Feeders, 
where they operate 17 feed yards 
among them. 

The group won in the, as one 
might expect, feed yard category, 
one of five categories that include 
cow/calf, dairy, marketer, and ed-
ucator. The National Beef Quali-
ty Assurance Award recognizes 

“outstanding beef and dairy pro-
ducers, marketers, and educators 
that best demonstrate animal care 
and handling principles as part of 
the day-to-day activities on their 
respective operations. A common 
trait among all contest entrants 
must be a strong desire to con-
tinually improve BQA on their 
operations while encouraging 
others to implement the producer 
education program,” according to 
the BQA website.

BQA is a nationally coordinat-
ed, state-implemented program 
funded by the Beef Checkoff 
that provides U.S. beef produc-
ers guidelines and certification 
drawn from commonsense hus-
bandry techniques and accepted 
scientific knowledge on how to 
raise cattle under optimum man-
agement and environmental con-
ditions, the press release states.

Due to California’s large dairy 
industry, Imperial Valley Feeders 
consists of mostly Holstein calves. 
The number of cattle on fed in the 
Imperial Valley is about 460,000 
head, according to the release.

“We’re all friendly here because 
we know that we’re producing 
the same product,” said Joe Dan 
Cameron of Mesquite Cattle 
Feeders in a press release. “And at 
the end of the day, we're all trying 
to do the right thing for the cat-
tle and make a good product for 
consumers.”

Imperial Valley Feeders has im-
plemented BQA guidelines in ev-
ery aspect of cattle management. 
All employees at the feed yards 
are BQA trained and know how 
to effectively carry out BQA prac-
tices in their day-to-day interac-
tion with the cattle, the release 
states. Also, after initial training 

on the individual feed yard, all 
employees in the Imperial Valley 
attend biannual seminars to re-
fresh their knowledge and learn 
new technologies and improved 
procedures that have been devel-
oped in the interim.

Jesse Larios of Foster Feedyard 
stated the employees don’t just 
embrace the BQA program and 
guidelines, to them, it is mean-
ingful. 

“Our employees take BQA and 
their certification very serious-
ly,” Larios stated. “For many, the 
BQA certificate they receive rep-
resents their commitment to their 
work and is a badge of honor.”

Through BQA management 
practices, Imperial Valley Feeders 
has developed a high-quality beef 
product from a breed not tradi-
tionally prone to the same body 
condition and quality character-
istics as beef breeds. The area now 
produces fed Holsteins that grade 
70 percent or higher as Choice or 
above by U.S. Department of Ag-

riculture.
“We work with suppliers and 

processors, and because of the ad-
vancement in technology, we can 
track where our beef goes, even 
all the way to the store,” said John 
Moiola of Moiola Brothers Cat-
tle Feeders in the release. “We’re 
BQA certified, and it shows con-
sumers that the beef they are eat-
ing is high-quality, nutritious and 
safe. 

“We have a passion here and 
that passion is cattle,” Moiola stat-
ed. “And every day, we try to do 
better than the day before.”

The BQA Feedyard Award is 
funded in part by the Beef Check-
off with additional support from 
Cargill. For more information on 
Imperial Valley Feeders and other 
2021 BQA Award winners, visit 
www.bqa.org/about/bqa-awards

Award winners are selected by 
a committee of representatives 
from universities, state beef coun-
cils and affiliated groups, accord-
ing to the BQA website.

NOTICE OF PETITION TO AD-
MINISTER ESTATE OF: Maria C. 
Lopez a/k/a Maria Lopez 
CASE NUMBER: EPR001008  To 
all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, 
contingent creditors, and per-
sons who may otherwise be in-
terested in the will or estate, or 
both, of: Maria C. Lopez a/k/a 
Maria Lopez 
A Petition for Probate has been 
filed by: Edward Coronado Lo-
pez a/k/a/ Eduardo Coronado 
Lopez in the Superior Court of 
California, County of: IMPERIAL 
The Petition for Probate re-
quests that Edward Coronado 
Lopez a/k/a/ Eduardo Corona-
do Lopez be appointed as per-
sonal representative to adminis-
ter the estate of the dece dent. 
The petition requests the dece-
dent’s will and codicils, if any, 
be admitted to probate. the will 
and any codicils are available for 
examination in the file kept by 
the court. 
The petition requests authority 
to administer the estate under 
the Independent Administration 
of Estates Act. (This authority 
will allow the personal repre-
sentative to take many actions 
without obtaining court approv-
al. Before taking certain very 
important actions, however, the 
personal representative will be 
required to give notice to inter-
ested persons unless they have 
waived notice or consented to 
the proposed action.) The in-
dependent administra tion au-
thority will be granted unless an 
interested person files an objec 
tion to the petition and shows 
good cause why the court 
should not grant the authority. 
A hearing on the petition will 
be held in this court as follows: 
Date: October 15, 2021 
Time: 8:30 a.m. 
Dept. 9 
Address of court: 
Superior Court of California,  
County of Imperial 

939 West Main Street  
El Centro, CA 92243 
If you object to the granting of 
the petition, you should appear 
at the hearing and state your 
objections or file written ob-
jections with the court before 
the hearing. Your appearance 
may be in person or by your at-
torney. If you are a creditor or 
a contin gent creditor of the 
decedent, you must file your 
claim with the court and mail a 
copy to the personal rep resen-
tative appointed by the court 
within the later of either (1) 
four months from the date of 
first issuance of letters to a gen-
eral per sonal representative, as 
defined in section 58(b) of the 
California Probate Code, or (2) 
60 days from 
the date of mailing or personal 
deliv ery to you of a notice un-
der section 9052 of the Califor-
nia Probate Code. Other Califor-
nia statutes and legal authority 
may affect your rights as a cred-
itor. You may want to consult 
with an attorney knowledge-
able in California law. 
You may examine the file kept 
by the court. If you are a person 
inter ested in the estate, you 
may file with the court a Re-
quest for Special Notice (form 
DE-154) of the filing of an in-
ventory and appraisal of estate 
assets or of any petition or ac-
count as provided in Probate 
Code section 1250. A Request 
for Special Notice form is avail-
able from the court clerk. 
Attorney for petitioner: 
Scott B. Tepper, SBN: 141896 
836 West State Street  
El Centro, California 92243 (760) 
352-7272 
Electronically Filed 
Superior Court of California, 
County of Imperial 
08/31/2021 at 11:41:12 AM by: 
Astridd Weimer, Deputy Clerk 
Legal 6626 
Publish: Sept. 2, 9, 16, 2021

PUBLIC NOTICE

STAFF REPORT

TUESDAY, AUG. 31
11:46 p.m.: A Myrtle Avenue 

resident reported being attacked 
by a neighbor’s dog and receiving 
injuries to their right leg. 

Board of Directors 
Stresses Importance 
of Controlled Thermal 

Resources Lithium Project 
in Message to President

BY ELIZABETH VARIN
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

The Imperial Irrigation District is send-
ing a letter to President Joe Biden stressing 
the importance of the Hell’s Kitchen geo-
thermal and lithium extraction facility at 
the Salton Sea. 

The district Board of Directors voted 
4-0, with Director Norma Sierra Galindo 
absent, to issue the letter calling on the 
President to assist in the federal permit-
ting process during its meeting on Tues-
day, Sept. 7. 

“The project will produce clean energy, 
much needed domestically sourced battery 
grade lithium and will do so in an environ-
mentally sound way,” according to the let-

ter. “With the creation of good paying jobs, 
this clean energy/lithium project will have 
a vital economic impact on the Imperial 
Valley, historically one of the poorest com-
munities in California where unemploy-
ment rates range between 16-25 (percent) 
annually. The beneficial environmental ef-
fects of this project cannot be overstated.”

The Salton Sea area is sitting atop mil-
lions of metric tons of lithium in the form 
of its geothermal brine, and for several 
years, companies, government officials, 
and agencies have been working to tap into 
that resource. 

The total inferred lithium resource at 
the Salton Sea is about 2.7 million tons, 
according to the Controlled Thermal Re-
sources’ website. The company’s Hell’s 
Kitchen project includes eight stages, with 
the potential to recover 300,000 tons per 
year, along with a total of 1,100 megawatts 
in power production at the geothermal fa-
cility.

The letter from the IID is basically ask-
ing Biden’s administration to help move 
forward the different permitting issues 

with the federal government, IID General 
Manager Henry Martinez said during the 
Sept. 7 meeting. 

Controlled Geothermal Resources has 
already inked agreement with two major 
automakers, General Motors and Stellan-
tis, to provide lithium for their fleet of 
electric vehicles before any construction 
gets underway.

“If CTR is going to produce clean energy 
for IID and lithium for GM and other auto 
manufacturers by 2024, it must navigate 
the federal and state permitting processes 
rapidly,” according to the letter. “They will 
need the help of your Administration to 
ensure that the federal permitting process 
does not delay the beginning of construc-
tion of this important facility. This project 
provides the opportunity to change the 
game in the areas of clean energy and do-
mestic supplies of critical minerals. It is 
crucial that we move it promptly through 
permitting to construction.”

The directors expressed support in send-
ing the two-page letter to Biden.

“I can’t tell you how important this letter 

is in terms of the economy we’re creating 
here in the Salton Sea,” IID Director Alex 
Cardenas said Tuesday. “I’m very excited 
to see the highlights of rare earth minerals. 
It’s amazing what’s really happening out in 
the Salton Sea.”

He joked with President of the Board 
Jim Hanks that this is probably the first 
letter he’s signed that is heading to the 
President. 

“I’m very supportive of this letter,” Hanks 
said. “Having served as superintendent of 
Calipat(ria Unified School District) for 20 
years, I’m very familiar with the value of 
that tax base to not only the Imperial Val-
ley but the school district. I was given an 
inside peek as to the mineral possibilities 
clear back in 2006, well, it was earlier than 
that. Probably the late ’80s.

“We have a very good idea of the value 
of lithium,” Hanks continued. “It will be 
matched by all these additional miner-
als. So, I think it is very important, based 
on the development and the needs of our 
country, that we send this letter so we can 
expedite some of these things.”

LOCAL

IID Sends Letter to Biden On Hell’s Kitchen

AGRICULTURE

Local Cattle Feeders Win Industry Honor for Practices
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State is Allowing CBOs 
to Have Expanded Role 

in COVID Program

BY JULIO MORALES
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

“Wishful thinking” is how 
county Deputy Executive Offi-
cer Esperanza Colio described 
the possibility that her repeat-
ed requests had prompted state 
officials to expand stakeholders’ 
participation in the COVID-19 
rental-assistance program.

Nonetheless, she did express 
satisfaction that the Califor-
nia Department of Housing 
and Community Development 
is now allowing communi-
ty-based organizations to pro-
vide a greater level of assistance 
to the program’s prospective ap-
plicants.

“I want to say it is the result 
of many people advocating to 
promote this program and to 
provide assistance to the most 
impacted eligible residents,” 
Colio said.

The state program, formally 
known as Housing is Key, pro-
vides rent relief to landlords 
and renters who have faced fi-
nancial hardships due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Yet, of the $13 million the 
state Department of Housing 
and Community Development 
has allocated for assistance in 
the Imperial Valley, only about 
$4 million in assistance has 
been requested, with a total of 
about $637,000 having been 
awarded as of Wednesday, Sept. 
1.

And though multiple local 

community-based organiza-
tions have helped raise local 
awareness of the program, as 
well as assisted individuals with 
their applications, Colio had 
proposed to the state that more 
direct involvement by CBOs 
could help streamline the appli-
cation and approval process.

“I’ve been asking for this for 
months,” said Colio, who is a 
member of the program’s ad-
visory committee, which helps 
with the program’s design, ad-
vocacy, and promotion. “Final-
ly, they’re buying into it.”

Ultimately, Housing and 
Community Development re-
cently announced that CBOs 
can apply to the agency to pro-
vide an additional two levels of 
assistance, known as tiers, that 
were not among the three tiers 
that previously existed as op-
tions.

To date, six local nonprofits 
have been approved by the state 
to provide help corresponding 
with tiers 1 through 3.

Tier 1 includes promotional 
activities related mostly to help-
ing raise awareness of the rental 
assistance program, while Tier 
2 includes other activities that 
require community outreach in 
targeted areas and languages.

Up until the recent addition 
of tiers 4 and 5, Tier 3 had al-
lowed CBOs to provide the 
greatest level of aid, including 
helping impacted individuals 
fill out their applications.

Now, Tier 4 will deploy so-
called “pop-up” events in the 
community, while Tier 5 will 
make use of door-knocking in 
targeted residential areas.

Both newly added tiers will 
help raise program awareness 
and require CBOs to sign up a 
certain number of households 
for appointments, as well as as-
sist a similar unspecified num-
ber of households to complete 
their applications, either at the 
pop-up event or at their respec-

tive residences.
“The idea is to have ‘case 

managers’ ensure (applicants) 
have submitted everything,” 
Colio said about the expanded 
levels of service. “They’re going 
to need to have boots on the 
ground.”

She is also encouraging more 

local community-based organi-
zations to apply with the state 
to provide local aid for the rent-
al-assistance program. So far, 
Campesinos Unidos, California 
Rural Legal Assistance, Comite 
Civico del Valle, Neighborhood 
House of Calexico, Catholic 
Charities Diocese of San Diego, 
and the Imperial Valley LGBT 
Resource Center have been ap-
proved to assist as local part-
ners.

“I honestly believe more 
would be better,” Colio said.

The reason that Colio had 
been pushing to have CBOs 
more directly involved in the 
application process was to help 
avoid the time-consuming cor-
respondence that would ensue 
between the state and an appli-
cant whenever discrepancies in 
the application were discovered.

By granting local partners 
more involvement with the fi-
nal stages of the application 
process, much of the delays that 
stemmed from the state and ap-
plicants’ correspondence can be 
avoided, Colio said.

San Diego State University-Im-
perial Valley campus’ distance 
learning program.

The program that would be 
funded, called Building a VITaL 
(Virtual Immersive Teaching and 
Learning) suite in Imperial Valley, 
is meant to increase rural access 
to quality and equitable educa-
tion, training and STEM resourc-
es that are otherwise unavailable.

The proposal from SDSU-IV 
proposes to create a VITaL suite 
similar to what exists on the 
SDSU main campus since 2017. 
The suite will be retrofitted into 
an existing classroom and have 
the capacity to produce a variety 
of virtual reality, augmented real-

ity, mixed reality and 360-degree 
video immersive tools for use 
across the SDSU-IV pedagogical 
spectrum.

“The proposed project … 
would offer a significant plat-
form for innovative and immer-
sive tools for current and future 
students, teachers, nursing/med-
ical professionals and rural resi-
dents,” according to the letter to 
Sen. Padilla. “... The suite will be 
both a physical educational train-
ing center and provide up to 100 
students each semester with por-
table immersive learning back-
packs to foster distance learning 
capabilities that enhance access 
and equity for rural residents and 
in person capabilities. The need 
for this infrastructure cannot be 
overstated.”

AIR PROJECTS
From page 3

POLICE BRIEFS
STAFF REPORT

TUESDAY, AUG. 31
11:46 p.m.: A Myrtle Avenue 

resident reported being attacked 
by a neighbor’s dog and receiving 
injuries to their right leg. 

THURSDAY, SEPT. 2
2:06 p.m.: Deputies responded 

to Donut Avenue at Fifth Street 
for reports of a male customer 
trying to fight one of the cooks at 
the business. 

Second of Two Unidentified 
Individuals Lost at Milpitas 
Wash at Highway 78 Found 

Monday, Sept. 6  

BY JULIO MORALES
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

PALO VERDE — The bodies 
of the two occupants of a ve-
hicle that was washed away at 
Milpitas Wash on Highway 78 
during the Aug. 31 storm were 
separately recovered by search-
and-rescue teams.

The second of the two bod-
ies was located about two and 
a half miles east of the highway 
in Milpitas Wash on Monday, 
Sept. 6, the county Sheriff ’s Of-
fice reported.

The coroner’s division was 
expected to use DNA technolo-
gy to help identify the body on 
Tuesday, Sept. 7, and notify next 
of kin, Chief Deputy Robert Be-
navidez said.

No further information about 
the body found on Monday, or 
the first body to be recovered, 
was immediately available from 

Benavidez or the coroner’s divi-
sion.

The recovery of both bodies 
resulted from a multi-agency 

search-and-rescue effort that 
got underway the night of Aug. 
31 after the storm had subsid-
ed, Benavidez previously stated. 

The vehicle that the unidenti-
fied pair were traveling in was 
reported to have been washed 
away by fast-moving stormwa-

ters about 3 p.m. that day.
Agencies involved included 

the Imperial County Sheriff ’s 
Office, California Highway Pa-
trol, U.S. Border Patrol and Ma-
rine Corps Air Station Yuma.

The National Weather Service 
reported that the recent storm 
had dropped about six inches of 
rain in the area of Highway 78 
and the Colorado River in far 
northeastern Imperial County 
near the Arizona border.

Highway 78 One-Way Traffic 
Control Near Palo Verde

Construction crews will pro-
vide one-way traffic control on 
Highway 78 between Stallard 
Road and County Road south-
west of Palo Verde in north-
eastern Imperial County indef-
initely, according to the state 
Department of Transportation.

The work is part of storm 
damage repairs to pavement 
and shoulders caused by flash 
floods washing away infrastruc-
ture on Aug. 31. There current-
ly is no date for full reopening 
of the roadway, according to a 
Caltrans press release.

LOCAL

Bodies of Pair Washed Away in Aug. 31 Storm Recovered

Two bodies have been recovered that were in a vehicle washed away by storm waters on Aug. 31 in the Milpitas Wash area of 
Highway 78 (red pin) in the Palo Verde Valley in northeast Imperial County. The second body was found Monday, Sept. 6, and 
coroner’s officials have yet to make a positive identification on either individual. | GOOGLE MAPS

LOCAL

Partners Sought For Imperial County Rental Assistance

Bibiana Fernandez (right) and Carlos Labandera (left) of the Imperial Valley 
LGBT Resource Center sign a scavenger hunt paper for Jazmyn Horton-Alvarado 
(back to camera) at a booth set up to assist local residents to apply to the 
state's COVID-19 rent relief program. Since April, the center has used community 
outreach events, such as the one held at the El Centro Aquatic Center on Aug. 13 to 
help raise awareness about the program and assist with the application process.  
| MARCIE LANDEROS PHOTO

See ASSISTANCE, PAGE 7
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Let's Talk About It!

WELLNESS RADIO
Tune In and Listen:

• 1230 AM, Sundays at 7 a.m.
• Stream on Demand at KXORadio.com

With Hosts Scott Dudley 
& Maria Wyatt

Do you have something you'd like 
to ask Scott and Maria? 
Send your question to 

wellnessradio@co.imperial.ca.us

www.co.imperial.ca.us/behavioralhealth
(422) 265-1525

¡Exprésate!

WELLNESS RADIO
¡Escuche!

• 1230 AM
• Transmitir a pedido en KXORadio.com

Con Anfitriona 
Dalia Pesqueira 

Si le gustaria tener respuesta a su 
pregunta en el programa, envie un 

correo electronico a 
programaexpresate@yahoo.com

www.co.imperial.ca.us/behavioralhealth
(422) 265-1525

NOTICE OF PETITION TO AD-
MINISTER ESTATE OF: Enri-
queta Mirande de Luna aka 
Enriqueta de Luna Garcia 
CASE NUMBER: EPR000858  
To all heirs, beneficiaries, 
creditors, contingent credi-
tors, and persons who may 
otherwise be interested in the 
will or estate, or both, of: En-
riqueta Miranda de Luna aka 
Enriqueta de Luna Garcia 
A Petition for Probate has 
been filed by: Tina Carroll in 
the Superior Court of Califor-
nia, County of: IMPERIAL 
The Petition for Probate re-
quests that Tina Carroll be ap-
pointed as per sonal represen-
tative to administer the estate 
of the decedent. 
The petition requests author-
ity to administer the estate 
under the Independent Ad-
ministration of Estates Act. 
(This authority will allow the 
personal representative to 
take many actions without 
obtaining court approval. Be-
fore taking certain very im-
portant actions, however, the 
personal representative will 
be required to give notice 
to interested persons unless 
they have waived notice or 
consented to the proposed 
action.) The independent ad-
ministra 
tion authority will be granted 
unless an interested person 
files an objec tion to the pe-
tition and shows good cause 
why the court should not 
grant the authority. 
A hearing on the petition will 
be held in this court as fol-
lows: 
Date: September 10, 2021 
Time: 8:30 a.m. 
Dept. 9 
Address of court: 
Superior Court of California,  
County of Imperial 
939 West Main Street  
El Centro, CA 92243 
If you object to the granting 

of the petition, you should ap-
pear at the hearing and state 
your objections or file writ-
ten objections with the court 
before the hearing. Your ap-
pearance may be in person or 
by your attorney. If you are a 
creditor or a contin gent cred-
itor of the decedent, you must 
file your claim with the court 
and mail a copy to the person-
al rep resentative appointed 
by the court within the later 
of either (1) four months from 
the date of first issuance of 
letters to a general per sonal 
representative, as defined in 
section 58(b) of the California 
Probate Code, or (2) 60 days 
from the date of mailing or 
personal deliv ery to you of a 
notice under section 9052 of 
the California Probate Code. 
Other California statutes and 
legal authority may affect 
your rights as a creditor. You 
may want to consult with an 
attorney knowledgeable in 
California law. 
You may examine the file kept 
by the court. If you are a per-
son inter ested in the estate, 
you may file with the court 
a Request for Special Notice 
(form DE-154) of the filing of 
an inventory and appraisal of 
estate assets or of any petition 
or account as provided in Pro-
bate Code section 1250. A Re-
quest for Special Notice form 
is available from the court 
clerk. 
Attorney for petitioner: 
Patrick M. Pace 
Pinney, Caldwell & Pace 
444 South Eighth Street, Suite 
A El Centro, CA 92243 
(760) 352-7800 
Filed: August 23, 2021 
Superior Court 
County of Imperial 
Clerk of the Court 
By: Astridd Weirner, Deputy 
Clerk Legal 6622 
Publish: Aug. 26, Sept. 2, 9, 
2021

PUBLIC NOTICE

Revered Calexico 
Matriarch, 97, 

Fondly Remembered 
As More Than Slain 
DEA Agent’s Mom 

BY JULIO MORALES
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

CALEXICO — In the eyes of 
her children, Dora Camarena 
Soto was a lot of things. The long-
time Calexico resident was an 
equally loving and strict mother, 
a self-taught tap dancer and re-
sourceful seamstress, as well as a 
talented writer.

The latter designation had been 
apparent throughout Camarena 
Soto’s life but became more evi-
dent following her death on Aug. 
30, at the age of 97 at a nursing 
facility in San Diego.

Since then, her eldest daugh-
ter, Bertha Tamayo, has had the 
opportunity to go through her 
late mother’s belongings and has 
been touched by the candor and 
vulnerability contained in her 
writing.

“She used to love to write po-
etry,” Tamayo said during an in-
terview on Sept. 2. “I think if she 
would have gone on to college, 
she would have really become 
somebody.”

Instead, Camarena Soto devot-
ed herself to her family and in the 
process became one of the city’s 
better-known matriarchs. Indeed, 
half of her surname is enshrined 
in multiple local facilities, in hon-

or of her son and slain U.S. Drug 
Enforcement Administration 
Agent Enrique “Kiki” Camarena.

Camarena Soto was born in 
Hermosillo, Sonora, Mexico, 
and had moved with her family 
to Mexicali when she was just 7 
days old. There she met her first 
husband, Daniel Camarena, with 
whom she migrated to the Unit-
ed States in 1956 and settled in 
Calexico, where they raised their 
nine children.

Providing for such a large 
brood proved challenging for the 
elder Camarenas. Yet it also pro-
vided opportunities for Camare-
na Soto to continuously push for 

her children to better their lives 
through education and work.

Today, her six living children, 
all daughters, enjoy professional 
careers in the public sector and 
are employed with various federal 
and state agencies throughout the 
state and region. 

“It was with her help and with 
her strength,” said daughter Myr-
na Camarena, of La Mesa. “She 
was a very strong woman.” 

That strength and resiliency 
were also evident in the numer-
ous Red Ribbon Week presenta-
tions that Camarena Soto partic-
ipated in following the death of 
her son, Kiki Camarena, in 1985. 

Following Kiki Camarena’s 
disappearance and death at the 
hands of Mexican drug traffick-
ers, family and friends had taken 
to wearing red satin badges in his 
honor. Soon afterward, the red 
badges became the symbol of the 
Red Ribbon anti-drug campaign, 
the campaign’s website stated.

Traveling throughout the Unit-
ed States to take part in Red Rib-
bon Week events was a highlight 
for Camarena Soto, who did not 
have the opportunity to travel 
much when she was younger.

Accompanying her on those 
cross-country trips was her 
daughter, Myrna, who was then 
and continues to be employed by 
the DEA. The younger Camare-
na translated her mother’s Span-
ish-language Red Ribbon Week 
presentations to schoolchildren 
in at least 16 different states. 

On one such occasion, Ca-
marena Soto got to meet former 
President Bill Clinton at a school 
in Maryland. A photograph of 
the encounter is one of the many 
memories that Camarena Soto 
retained in her scrapbooks.

“She wrote her own presenta-
tions,” Myrna Camarena said on 
Sept. 2 while gathered with her 
sisters at the Camarena Memorial 
Library. “She was a go-getter.” 

Camarena Soto was also de-
scribed by her daughters as 
someone who loved to talk and, 
consequently, was never shy to 
speak her mind. Like the time she 
went to speak to Calexico Unified 
School District officials about 
the district’s tendency to enroll 

her children in various far-flung 
campuses when they returned 
belatedly to Calexico after a sum-
mer spent following the harvest-
ing of different crops across the 
state.

“She would go to the school 
district and demand that we go to 
the proper school,” said daughter 
Sandra Camarena, of Yuma.

Those annual summer trips 
to Winters, near Sacramento, to 
follow the seasonal crops were 
a source of joy for the family. 
Though field work was a common 
feature of those summers for the 
whole family, so was visiting the 
nearby river to fish and play.

“It was very nice because it was 
like family unity,” daughter Ber-
tha Tamayo, of El Centro, said.

When the children were rel-
atively young, their parents di-
vorced, and it fell to Camarena 
Soto to singlehandedly raise her 
nine children. She would later 
get remarried in 1975 to Servan-
do Soto, who died in 2019 from 
complications due to a chronic 
illness.

Camarena Soto’s penchant for 
speaking her mind also includ-
ed explicit instructions for her 
memorial services. She was to 
be buried in a white coffin, have 
mariachis perform, and have the 
hearse bearing her coffin pass by 
the Camarena family’s home in 
the 600 block of Third Street.

“She wanted a lavish send off,” 
said Myrna Camarena.

IN MEMORIUM

Dora Camarena Soto, Mother of ‘Kiki’ Camarena, Dies

ABOVE: Longtime Calexico resident 
Dora Camarena Soto  died at the age 
of 97 on Aug. 30 at a nursing facility 
in San Diego. Memorial services are 
scheduled for October in Calexico.

RIGHT: U.S. Army paratrooper Eduardo 
“Lalo” Camarena is shown in this 
undated photo. The oldest of Dora 
Camarena Soto's nine children, 
“Lalo” Camarena died of malaria in 
Vietnam in 1965. | PHOTOS COURTESY 
OF BERTHA TAMAYO

CONTINUE READING AT:
 HOLTVILLETRIBUNE.COM

WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 6

Project Empowerment: Student 
Wellness from Brawley Union 

High School
With Guests Abigail and Jocelyn, 

Co-Leaders of Project Empowerment
Project Empowerment was created in order to bring 
mental health awareness and support to students. 

This student developed and led initiative targets 
Brawley Union High School students. Starting with 
wellness surveys to gauge the areas that students 

feel that they need help on and how they are doing, 
Project Empowerment plans to help students 

relieve the mental health issues that they report 
commonly experiencing.

SEMANA DEL 13 DE SEPTIEMBRE

Proyecto Empoderamiento: 
Bienestar Esudiantil de Brawley 

Union High School
Abigail y Jocelyn, Co-lideres del
Proyecto de Empoderamiento

El Proyecto Empoderamiento se creó con el fin de 
brindar conciencia y apoyo a los estudiantes sobre la 

salud mental. Esta iniciativa desarrollada y dirigida por 
estudiantes se dirige a los estudiantes de Brawley Union 
High School . Comenzando con encuestas de bienestar 

para evaluar las áreas en las que los estudiantes 
sienten que necesitan ayuda y cómo lo están haciendo, 

Proyecto Empoderamiento planea ayudar a los 
estudiantes a aliviar los problemas de salud mental que, 

según informan, experimentan comúnmente.
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of the petition, you should ap-
pear at the hearing and state 
your objections or file writ-
ten objections with the court 
before the hearing. Your ap-
pearance may be in person or 
by your attorney. If you are a 
creditor or a contin gent cred-
itor of the decedent, you must 
file your claim with the court 
and mail a copy to the person-
al rep resentative appointed 
by the court within the later 
of either (1) four months from 
the date of first issuance of 
letters to a general per sonal 
representative, as defined in 
section 58(b) of the California 
Probate Code, or (2) 60 days 
from the date of mailing or 
personal deliv ery to you of a 
notice under section 9052 of 
the California Probate Code. 
Other California statutes and 
legal authority may affect 
your rights as a creditor. You 
may want to consult with an 
attorney knowledgeable in 
California law. 
You may examine the file kept 
by the court. If you are a per-
son inter ested in the estate, 
you may file with the court 
a Request for Special Notice 
(form DE-154) of the filing of 
an inventory and appraisal of 
estate assets or of any petition 
or account as provided in Pro-
bate Code section 1250. A Re-
quest for Special Notice form 
is available from the court 
clerk. 
Attorney for petitioner: 
Patrick M. Pace 
Pinney, Caldwell & Pace 
444 South Eighth Street, Suite 
A El Centro, CA 92243 
(760) 352-7800 
Filed: August 23, 2021 
Superior Court 
County of Imperial 
Clerk of the Court 
By: Astridd Weirner, Deputy 
Clerk Legal 6622 
Publish: Aug. 26, Sept. 2, 9, 
2021

PUBLIC NOTICE

L a oficina del Dr. Lorenzo H. Suarez, se complace en anunciar la incor-
poración más reciente a su equipo calificado, Oscar Chavez, FNP.

Oscar Chávez se une a la práctica con más de seis años de experiencia 
en el campo de la medicina en el Valle Imperial, luego de graduarse de 
la Universidad de los Estados Unidos en 2014.

El Sr. Chávez no es ajeno a Imperial Valley Family Care. Originalmente 
se unió a nuestro equipo en 2015. Como enfermero de familia, el Sr. 
Chávez brinda atención primaria a personas de todas las edades, inclu-
ida la atención preventiva y el diagnóstico y tratamiento de afecciones 
crónicas y agudas. La incorporación del Sr. Chávez es emocionante para 
nosotros, ya que nos permite brindar un mejor servicio a nuestros paci-
entes.

Únase a nosotros para darle la bienvenida a Oscar Chavez, FNP a nues-
tra práctica. Para programar su cita con el Sr. Chavez llame al (760) 
312-5900.

T he Medical Practice of Dr. Lorenzo H. Suarez, is pleased 
to announce the newest addition to their qualified team,  
Oscar Chavez, FNP.

Mr. Chavez joins the practice with more than six years of experience 
practicing medicine in the Imperial Valley, after graduating from United 
States University in 2014.

Mr. Chavez is no stranger to Imperial Valley Family Care. He originally 
joined our team in 2015. As a family nurse practitioner, Mr. Chavez de-
livers primary care to people of all ages - including preventive care, and 
diagnosing and treating chronic and acute conditions. The addition of 
Mr. Chavez is exciting to us, as it allows us to better serve our patients.

Please join us in welcoming Oscar Chavez, FNP to our practice. To 
schedule your appointment with Mr. Chavez call (760) 312-5900.

Failure to increase the num-
ber of potential and approved 
households in the county could 
result in the balance of the $13 
million allocation being divert-
ed outside of the county. Should 
that happen, it is also doubtful 
the county would qualify for 
some $10 million that is being 
proposed as part of the round 2 
funding cycle, Colio said.

“If we don’t spend this mon-
ey, we’re not going to get that 
second round,” she said. “That’s 
the saddest part. I don’t want 
the county to lose that funding.”

Since its approval as a local 
partner in April, the Imperial 
Valley LGBT Resource Center 
has been performing tasks asso-
ciated with the first three tiers of 
the rental-assistance program.

A state grant it received for its 
assistance had allowed the cen-
ter to hire two and a half part-
time employees to help appli-
cants fill out their applications, 
program coordinator Vincent 
Pollizzi said.

“We’re helping those that 
don’t have the required com-
puter literacy with the process,” 
Pollizzi said on Aug. 24.

He estimated that since the 
LGBT Resource Center started 
its technical assistance, it has 
helped about 20 to 30 individ-
uals apply for the COVID-relat-
ed rental-assistance program.

In the normal course of its 
outings in the Valley, center 
representatives have also left 
flyers about the program at gro-
cery stores, laundromats and 
coffee shops.

It recently hosted a commu-

nity outreach event at the El 
Centro Aquatic Center on Aug. 
13 to help raise awareness about 
the program and assist residents 
with the application process. In 
spite of those efforts, much re-
mains to be done.

“After all this time we still run 
into people who say they had 
no idea about the program,” 
Pollizzi said.

The program has two options 
available to apply. In the first 
scenario, the tenant and land-
lord apply for the program to-
gether. If the tenant has paid at 
least 25 percent of their rent in 
the last year, they’re eligible to 
receive assistance.

When the tenant and land-
lord work together, the land-
lord will get reimbursed for 
100 percent of the past due rent 
accrued between April 1, 2020 
and March 31, 2021. Previous-
ly, the landlord was only able to 
get reimbursed for 80 percent of 
the past due rent. 

If landlords are not willing 
to apply with the tenant, the 
tenant can still apply for a lower 
percentage of relief without the 
landlord’s cooperation. In this 
case, the eligible renters would 
receive 25 percent of their un-
paid rent that accrued during 
the same time period. The pay-
ment would be made directly to 
the landlord.

Should a landlord refuse di-
rect payment from the state, the 
renter would then pay it direct-
ly. Although it is a much small-
er amount, the program states 
that as long as a renter is paying 
25 percent of their rent, they’re 
able to stay in their residences 
under the recent legislation, 
Senate Bill 91.

ASSISTANCE
From page 5

BY ELIZABETH VARIN
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

The Imperial Irrigation District 
has declared a local emergency on 
Tuesday, Aug. 31, after storms in 
the North Shore area of the Salton 
Sea in the Coachella Valley ser-
vice area that knocked out power 
for residents there a day earlier. 

Thirty-three poles were de-
stroyed by high winds in a con-
centrated area near North Shore 
on Monday, Aug. 30, IID Gener-
al Manager Henry Martinez said 
during a special meeting the dis-
trict quickly convened Tuesday. 
The poles were sheared at the 
base, and some were damaged up 
to 10 feet in the air, too. Some fell 
into the street, impeding move-
ment in the area. 

The district is in the process of 
moving those poles and conduc-
tors, with Imperial Valley and 
Coachella Valley crews working 
on the project, along with con-
tractor crews. 

The district anticipates more 
than 600 customers will be with-
out power for four days from 
Tuesday’s emergency meeting, 
Martinez said. The district has set 
up a cooling center at the North 
Shore Yacht Club, which opened 
Tuesday afternoon. The district 
has also provided ice, water, and 
flashlights to affected customers.

Catholic Charities was to begin 
food distribution at the North 
Shore Yacht Club and Coachel-
la Valley Water and Power has 
offered the use of generators for 
some in the area. 

The move was not without 

criticism as residents in the area 
asked for hotel vouchers and food 
cards to cover costs. 

“It is currently 100-something 
degrees. It is hot in our homes,” 
North Shore resident Maria Mon-
tes said when she phoned in to 
the special meeting. “Our food is 
currently going bad in our fridge. 
And there’s no clear estimate 
from IID when our electricity is 
going to come back up. Electrici-
ty is vital right now. ... I just want 
IID to be straight and clear with 
our community about what we 
can do to prevent this from hap-
pening in the future.”

Dee Gonzalez, a resident of 
Indio speaking on behalf of fam-
ily members who live in North 
Shore, said the “sheer disrespect 
of our community and our mem-
bers” is unacceptable. The district 
doesn’t appear to care for those 
with health issues who need elec-
tricity right now. 

“Let’s take care of who needs to 
be taken care of and stop playing 
politics,” she said over the phone.

The IID board voted 4-0 to de-
clare an emergency, with Director 
Javier Gonzalez absent from the 
meeting. 

The outage comes after a Feb-
ruary 2021 outage that also left 
many in the North Shore area 
without power. The board de-
clared a local emergency then as 
well, and it preempted the cre-
ation of the Coachella Valley En-
ergy Commission, which is set to 
look at the future of providing en-
ergy in the Coachella Valley once 
an agreement with IID ends in 
about a decade.

LOCAL

IID Declares 
Emergency for 

North Shore Outages

Power lines in eastern Coachella Valley are snapped like toothpicks during wind 
events in February and March that damaged Imperial Irrigation District Energy 
infrastructure in the North Shore area. The IID Board of Directors declared a 
local emergency during a special meeting on Tuesday, Aug. 31, when a similar 
situation occurred in the same area from a storm. | COURTESY PHOTO
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Find out what you need to know 
today! vote.ca.gov/

YOUR VOTE IS YOUR VOICE!

Check your mailbox! Ballots are on the way!

September 14th

You can return ballot by mail with prepaid postage,
at a secure drop box, or in person.

EVENTS
From page 1

The mobile exhibit is trans-
ported inside a 40-foot cargo 
trailer that itself is adorned with 
a “40-foot honor roll.” The hon-
or roll includes the names of the 
2,978 individuals who died as a 
result of the 9/11 attacks on New 
York City, the Pentagon, as well as 
aboard United Airlines Flight 93, 
which was hijacked by terrorists 
and crashed in Somerset County, 
Pennsylvania, after crew mem-
bers and passengers attempted to 
regain control of the aircraft.

The project’s unscheduled pit-
stop drew some curious onlook-
ers, as well as a sizable crowd of El 
Centro’s public safety personnel, 
including Gonzalez and some of 
his fellow El Centro firefighters.

“I think events like that are 
important for children who may-
be weren’t alive when Sept. 11 
(2001) happened,” Gonzalez said. 
“It’s just to make people educated 
on 9/11 so they don’t forget those 
who died and those who sacri-
ficed themselves for the health 
and safety of others.”

This newspaper called on var-
ious school districts over the last 
few weeks to survey how they 
reached high school students 
about the events of 9/11, but 
many of those districts contacted 
did not respond.

For its part, Project 2978 is 
dedicated to honoring the first 
responders and keeping alive the 
memories of those who died in 
the terrorist attacks. The idea for 
the memorial was conceived of 
on Sept. 11, 2001, by a major air-
line pilot who was deeply impact-
ed by the day’s events, said Mitch 
Mendler, Project 2978 president.

“We like to say it was the first 
9/11 memorial created,” Mendler 
said during the project’s brief stop 
at the Super Stop Travel Center 
parking lot on Wake Avenue.

While the exterior of the cargo 
trailer is adorned with 9/11-re-
lated imagery, about five total 
Sept. 11-related displays are be-
ing transported inside the trailer, 
including separate memorials for 
both of the Twin Towers. 

And though the brief pitstop 
precluded Project 2978 from 
showing off any of its display ma-
terial, Mendler provided some 
details about one significant ex-
hibit item the project had been 
able to acquire about 10 years 
ago: a steel support beam belong-
ing to the collapsed South Tower.

The five-foot long I-beam 
weighs more than 700 pounds 
and was reportedly part of a box 
column that occupied the 43rd 
floor of the South Tower, Mend-
ler said. It was among the dozens 
of artifacts that were recovered 
from Ground Zero and trans-
ported elsewhere for study. 

The segment of the steel beam 
was obtained by Mendler from 
the Port Authority of New York 
and New Jersey after authorities 
concluded their analysis.

“We were lucky enough to get 
this piece, which is one of 236 
pieces studied,” said Mendler, 
who is also employed as a San 
Diego Fire-Rescue firefighter/
paramedic.

Since 2001, Mendler has been 
with the nonprofit World Me-
morial Foundation, which ad-

ministers the Project 2978 me-
morials, as well as the Patriot 
Flag tour, which had transported 
a large 30-foot by 56-foot Amer-
ican flag across the country in 
advance of the 10th anniversary 
of 9/11.

As part of the cross-country 
tour that briefly brought Men-
dler to the Valley, he was be-
ing escorted by an Arizona law 
enforcement official, as well as 
members of the Patriot Guard 
Riders, a motorcycle organiza-
tion whose members volunteer 
for the memorial services of fall-
en public safety personnel upon 
request.

Project 2978’s brief stop also 
allowed the El Centro Firefight-
ers Association, of which Gon-
zalez is its president, to display 
some 9/11 solidarity of its own. 

Association members who were 
present for the project’s quick 
layover had worn T-shirts whose 
large backside image memorial-
ized the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks.

The T-shirts are being worn 
through the month of Septem-
ber by local fire agencies and 
were initially proposed by Holt-
ville Fire Chief Alex Silva as a 
way to pay tribute to the New 
York City Fire Department fire-
fighters who died on 9/11.

Although each respective lo-
cal agency will have lettering 
on the T-shirt’s front identify-
ing their own department, the 
T-shirt’s backside has an image 
of the firefighting profession’s 
Maltese Cross, with the numer-
al 343 in its center. The 343 is a 
reference to the number of fire-
fighters who died on 9/11.

The words “Courage,” “Sac-
rifice,” “Honor” and “Never 
Forget” are printed within the 
cross, while images of the Twins 
Towers are transposed in place 
of the numeral 11 in the accom-
panying “9.11.01” dateline. An 
American flag also serves as a 
backdrop for the cross, date, and 
the words “20th anniversary” 
which appear on the T-shirt.     

The association is selling the 
T-shirts through its social media 
accounts. The proceeds are to go 
toward the National Fallen Fire-
fighters Foundation.

“This year, all the department 
in the Valley are wearing the 
same 20th anniversary logo,” 
Gonzalez said. “The purpose 
is to show solidarity and uni-
ty amongst the firefighters and 
support for the 343 who died.”

MEMORIAL
From page 1

Members of the El Centro police and fire departments speak with Mitch Mendler (gray shirt), a firefighter and president of Project 2978, a traveling 9/11 memorial 
exhibition that made a pitstop at the travel center on Wake Avenue in El Centro on Friday, Sept. 3, on its way to Phoenix, then to its final destination of Jefferson City, 
Missouri. | JULIO MORALES PHOTO
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A MOTHER’S HEALTH … 
AND INTUITION  

Johnny and Rosalie and their 
mother were wrapping up their 
New York trip when the attacks 
occurred. Rosalie, now age 66, 
had been the driving force be-
hind the trip, inviting Adela, now 
90, to go with her to a conference 
in Chicago, then offered to fly 
her mom to New York to “have 
breakfast at the top of the world” 
in the World Trade Center. 

They invited Rosalie’s broth-
ers, Johnny and Mike, but Mike, 
being a firefighter, got an emer-
gency call and cancelled at the 
last minute, they said during the 
interview in Johnny’s El Centro 
home.

The family got a late start to 
breakfast that morning. With Ad-
ela being diabetic and concerned 
about not eating, she insisted 
they stop one or two bus stops 
before arriving the Twin Towers 
to eat something small.

“That’s what we always thank 
mom for, for pushing us, that she 
didn’t know what (to) expect, the 
waiting, the line, the elevators,” 
said Rosalie, who lives in Calexi-
co with Adela.

“She just wanted to get some-
thing in her system,” said Rosalie 
with a sigh, whose mother was 
not present for the interview Sat-
urday. “So, that was an intuition.”

A few minutes after they 
ordered something to eat at a 
stop, at 8:46 a.m. Eastern time, 
they heard a sound that Rosalie 
described as a soda can being 
crushed in your ear, then the 
sirens.

They wouldn’t know it at 
the time, but that Flight 11, an 
American Airlines Boeing 767, 
crashing into the north tower.

Everyone rushed to the streets, 
Rosalie said, and she thought a 
crane had fallen. 

In the confusion, they heard 
people scream and another loud 
sound about 20 minutes later, 
and then they saw the smoke and 
fire coming from the towers. The 
second sound was United Air-
lines Flight 175, another Boeing 
767, hitting the south tower at 
9:03 a.m.

Lives Lost at ‘Ground Zero’
What the Lopez family had un-

knowingly witnessed was one of a 
series of three planned attacks by 
terrorist group al Qaeda, headed 
by Osama bin Laden, attacks that 
would be achieved by an elabo-
rate plan to hijack four airliners 
and crash them into significant 
and symbolic American targets 
in an attempt to cause as much 
death as possible. 

The Sept. 11 attacks — a date 
to be forever referred as 9/11 — 
resulted in 2,977 fatalities and 
more than 25,000 injuries across 
three sites.

Yet at the time, Johnny and 
Rosalie were unaware of the dev-
astation they had witnessed.

Thinking it was just a terrible 
fire at the World Trade Center, 
they redirected their trip to other 
parts of New York. They made 
their way to the Cathedral of St. 
John in lower Manhattan, when 
a doctor came inside the church 
and asked if anyone had any 
medical training and said help 
was needed at Ground Zero, 
only it wouldn’t be referred to as 
such until sometime later.

Johnny and a nurse who was 
also inside the cathedral volun-
teered to assist. Johnny, who was 

working at U.S. Gypsum, was 
certified as an emergency medi-
cal technician for the job. He still 
works there today. 

He said he was then bused to a 
camp outside of Greenwich Vil-
lage, where Johnny was placed on 
a team to help triage and stabilize 
victims. He worked all day there, 
finally stopping when they were 
released late that evening. 

As Johnny was leaving, 
organizers gave the responders 
information where people could 
try to reconnect with loved ones 
missing near the towers.

As he stepped out into the 
crowd, a woman ran up to John-
ny and grabbed him by his shirt 
and begged him to help her find 
her daughter; she was scream-
ing. Johnny froze for a moment, 
finally able to tell her where she 
could look the next day, but that 
moment left a scar. 

“It took me a long time to get 
over it, her screaming for her 
daughter,” Johnny said softly. “Af-
ter that, you know I just couldn’t 
talk anymore. People were yell-
ing, ‘Have you seen my brother? 
Have you seen my mother?’ 

“And all I could do is just walk 
through the crowd. I couldn’t talk 
anymore,” Johnny said.

After the attacks, Johnny, Rosa-
lie, and their mother were strand-
ed in New York City. “We wanted 
to get out so bad,” Rosalie said.

This was at the tail end of their 
trip, and they had originally 
planned to fly home on Sept. 12, 
but the airports were shut down 
for days and they weren’t able to 
leave until Sept. 16.

“We could still see the smoke, 
and it was still burning,” Rosalie 
said of the day they left. 

MAKING CONNECTIONS 
AMID TRAGEDY 

Rosalie, who was in charge 
of Imperial Valley College’s 
Upward Bound program, a 
college-outreach initiative that 
worked with all seven high 
schools in Imperial County, 
decided while she was there to 
try to connect her students to 
the people affected by the attack 
in New York. 

She found a flyer for a missing 
person, New York City (FDNY) 
Firefighter Manuel Del Valle 
Jr., one of the 340 firefighters 
killed on 9/11, who was listed as 
missing at the time, and took it 
home with her. 

“After I returned from New 
York City from the unimag-
inable attack on the Twin Tow-
ers, I found that one for the best 
ways we can unite, strengthen 
our community, and make all 
our lives better is to help our 
young people to become better 
educated and find a meaningful 
path in life,” Rosalie wrote of her 
motivations in bringing that fly-
er home, “and to learn of those 
that gave their lives to help in 
the World Trade Center towers, 
the Pentagon, and the crash of 
Flight 93. 

“We adopted Manny Del Valle 
Jr. to show his strength, (unity), 
and heroism. A firefighter who 
entered a burning building to 
help others,” Rosalie continued 
in a statement she sent to this 
newspaper after her initial inter-
view last week.

Rosalie said she connected 
with Del Valle’s family and 
co-workers and shared their sto-
ries with her students. In 2003, 
when she took her first trip back 
to New York on a field trip with 
her students, Rosalie took her 40 
students to Del Valle’s firehouse, 
Engine Company 5, on East 
14th Street in Manhattan. Del 
Valle’s family and his co-workers 
met with the students, sharing 
stories and gifts, she said.  

“That’s how close we got and 
how it changed us, just by taking 
something with us to share with 
our students in Imperial Valley,” 
Rosalie said as she talked about 
the first trip, sharing pictures 
of her students and a book that 
was signed by those at Engine 
Company 5. 

Once the 9/11 Memorial & 
Museum opened on the 10th 
anniversary of the attacks in 
2011, Rosalie began to take her 
students there each trip. She 
would share Del Valle’s story 
and ask them to find his name 
inscribed in the memorial. 

“They cancelled my last trip, 
in 2020, because of COVID. I 
am retired now …,” she said, as 
she closed a book full of photos. 
Some 50 students were slated to 
attend. “I hope they keep this 
going, and hope they go back 
when this (the pandemic) is 
over with.”

For Johnny, his hopes for the 
future are grander in vision: 
he wants to see the nation heal 
itself and come together like it 
did in the aftermath of 9/11. He 
remembers what the country 
was like after the attacks.

“I’ve seen a lot of people 
volunteer and everyone coming 
together. I think for the next 
several years, there was a lot of 
camaraderie and politics wasn’t 
even a thing,” he said. “It didn’t 
matter if you were a Democrat 
or a Republican, or whatever, 
everybody was united, you 
know?”

9/11 TURNS 20
From page 1

CANNAFFORNIA 
GRAND-OPENING EVENT

On this 20th anniversary of 9/11, 
the Cannaffornia cannabis complex 
is marking its grand-opening event 
with a 9/11 anniversary commem-
oration at the Imperial Center site 
east of Heber at Highway 111 and 
Heber Road.

A flag-raising ceremony will be at 
11 a.m. to honor those lost in the 
9/11 attacks. Imperial County Fire 
Department’s Heber substation 
is reportedly to be in attendance, 
according to a Cannaffornia press 
release.

A portion of the day’s proceeds 
will be donated to a San Diego 
based nonprofit, the Battle Broth-
ers Foundation, to help fund re-

search on the use of cannabis for 
post-traumatic stress disorder. This 
event is located at Queen of Drag-
ons, at 1147 Yourman Road, Heber

9/11 MEMORIAL EVENT 
AND STAIR CLIMB

Imperial Valley Fairgrounds will 
host the eighth annual 9/11 Memo-
rial Event and Stair Climb to honor 
the 20th anniversary of the 9/11 
terrorist attacks on Saturday, Sept. 
11. 

This event will start at 6:30 p.m. 
Saturday in their grandstand area, 
where participants will travel up and 
down the concrete grandstand steps 
to represent the of the 110 stories of 
the World Trade Center. 

All proceeds will go to the Nation-
al Fallen Firefighters Foundation and 
the FDNY Counseling Services Unit.

Compiled by Marcie Landeros

Firefighters 
from around 
the region, 
dressed in 
their full 
turnout gear, 
along with 
members of 
the public, 
take part in 
the 9/11 
Memorial 
Stair Climb 
on the 
steps of the 
grandstand 
stage at the 
Imperial 
Valley 
Fairgrounds in 
2019. | FILE 
PHOTO

EVENTS
From page 1

Adela Lopez, age 70 at time, poses with two New York City police officers who tried to cheer her up in the days after the Sept. 
11, 2001, attack on the World Trade Center as Adela and two of her children waited to get out of the city and turn home.  
| ROSALIE LOPEZ PHOTO

A ceremony in memory of late Fire Department New York 
Firefighter Manuel Del Valle Jr. is held on the 10th anniversary 
of the Sept. 11, 2001, terror attack on the World Trade Center 
in front of Del Valle’s firehouse, Engine Company 5. Johnny 
and Rosalie Lopez of the Imperial Valley “adopted” Del Valle 
when they grabbed his missing persons flyer days after the 
Twin Towers fell. | TOWN & VILLAGE/SABINA MOLLOT PHOTO

A pickup full of first responders rushes toward the World 
Trade Center site in New York City, yet to be called “Ground 
Zero,” in the immediate days after the Twin Towers fell on 
Sept. 11, 2001. Rosalie Lopez took the photo while in New 
York with her brother and mother. | ROSALIE LOPEZ PHOTO
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FOOTBALL

Holtville Go to 3-0 
with Decisive 44-21 
Victory in San Diego

BY MURRAY ANDERSON
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

SAN DIEGO — Three games 
into the season, the Holtville 
High School football team is 
right where it wants to be as the 
Vikings ran their record to 3-0 
with a 44-21 nonleague victo-
ry over Hoover High here on 
Thursday, Sept. 2.

Coming into the season, 
Holtville head coach Jason 
Turner knew he wanted to be 
a dominant running team that 
could throw the ball when it 
needed to. He knew he had a re-
vamped offensive line that was 
going to take time to develop 
after graduating a big group of 
seniors in June.

On Thursday, the Vikings 
(3-0 overall) did exactly what 
the coach was hoping for, 
pounding the ball for 348 yards 
of rushing and five touchdowns 
on the ground, but also adding 
in 81 yards through the air and 
two passing touchdowns. 

“We’ve tried to make it real 
simple for the guys up front and 
I think they are starting to fig-
ure it out,” said Turner, now in 
his fifth year at the helm of the 
Vikings. “It’s no secret we want 
to run the ball and our success 
depends on them. Tonight they 
got on their blocks quickly did 
a great job.”

The recipient of the good 
offensive line play was senior 
running back Payton Iten who 
finished the night with 166 
yards on 20 carries and four 
rushing touchdowns. Younger 
brother Seth Iten, a sophomore, 
finished with 104 yards rushing 
on 14 carries.

“The line was fantastic to-
night. We had wide open lanes 
to run through and they were 
finishing blocks too and giving 
us nice cutback lanes,” said the 
17-year-old Payton Iten. “After 

the first quarter we got into a 
nice rhythm and were able to 
pound the ball.”

Holtville got great field po-
sition to start its first drive of 
the game after senior Dorian 
Maize returned a Hoover punt 
47 yards to the Cardinals’ 25-
yard line. After three straight 
running plays, senior quarter-
back Spencer Hilfiker delivered 
a strike to senior Mason Toten 
who was wide open in the end 
zone to put the Vikings up 6-0 
with 8:58 left in the first quar-
ter. 

“When we run the ball like 
we did tonight it just makes 
my job and the passing game 
so much easier,” said Hilfiker, 
who finished the night 4-for-4 
passing for 81 yards and two 
touchdowns. “I saw that first 
touchdown just wide open and 

was able to get the ball to him.”
Hoover (1-1 overall) would 

get its only glimmer of hope lat-
er in the first quarter when se-
nior Jayden Barnett returned a 
punt 79 yards for a touchdown. 

The extra point put the Cardi-
nals up 7-6 with 4:10 left in the 
opening stanza.

“We knew they had a lot of 
speed at certain positions and 
we just didn’t do a good job of 

containing on that punt,” Turn-
er said. “Our defense was doing 
a good job so we just needed to 
be careful with our kicks and 
keep it away from their speed 
guys.”

The Vikings closed the first 
quarter with a nine-play, 75-
yard drive that ended with a 
Payton Iten one-yard touch-
down run to put Holtville ahead 
12-7 at the end of the quarter. 

Two rushing touchdowns in 
the second quarter opened up 
the Vikings’ lead to 25-7, with 
junior Zephan Duarte getting 
the first one on a 16-yard cut-
back run and Payton Iten scor-
ing his second of the night on a 
four-yard blast. 

Holtville blew the game open 
with the opening drive of the 
second half when the Vikings 
marched 73 yards in seven 
plays, all on the ground, fin-
ishing with a six-yard run from 
Payton Iten. He had four carries 
on the drive for 43 yards with 
his brother Seth Iten adding a 
14-yard run on the drive and 
junior Daniel Ledesma power-
ing his way for an 18-yard run 
as well.

Up 32-7, the Vikings got a 
five-yard score from Payton 
Iten with 3:06 left in the third 
quarter to increase their lead to 
38-7.

“I think we wore them down 
in the second half,” Payton Iten 
said. “Our line just keeps com-
ing at you and banging away 
and it seems like the lanes get 
bigger in the second half.”

The final score of the game 
for the Vikings came with 8:29 
left when Hilfiker found Toten 
wide open in the end zone again 
for a 12-yard touchdown pass. 
Toten finished the game with 
three catches for 48 yards and 
two touchdowns, his second 
two-touchdown performance 
of the young season.

Next up for Holtville is its 
first home game of the season 
when the Vikings host Marana-
tha Christian High at 7 p.m. 
Friday, Sept. 10, in a nonleague 
contest. 

FOOTBALL ROUNDUP

BY MURRAY ANDERSON
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

IMPERIAL — The Imperial High School 
football team jumped out to a 24-6 first-half 
lead and never looked back, beating Cibola 
High of Yuma, 41-14, in the home opener 
for the Tigers at Shimamoto-Simpson Stadi-
um on Friday, Sept. 3.

Imperial (1-1 overall) got a rushing touch-

down from Seth Shaw in the second quarter, 
plus a 40-yard punt return touchdown from 
Shaw to lead the way. 

Tigers’ quarterback Christopher Tiernan 
threw for a touchdown and rushed for a 
score in the easy win over the Raiders. 

Imperial now hosts Valley Center with a 
7 p.m. kickoff slated for Friday, Sept. 10, at 
Shimamoto-Simpson Stadium.

Tigers Win Home Opener
Imperial Beats Cibola, 41-14; Spartans Lose Big; Wildcats Rout Indio

Imperial’s Christopher Tiernan gets taken down as he runs the ball against Cibola during the Tigers’ 41-14 win 
at Shimamoto-Simpson Stadium in Imperial on Friday night, Sept. 3. | SERGIO BASTIDAS PHOTO

See ROUNDUP, PAGE 11

BY MURRAY ANDERSON
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

SAN LUIS, Ariz. — The Holtville 
High School volleyball team im-
proved its record to 6-3 with a three-
game sweep of San Luis High here on 
Tuesday, Sept. 7.

The Vikings jumped on top of the 
Sidewinders 25-15 in the opening 
game and finished with identical 
25-18 scores the next two games to 
sweep the match. 

The Vikings were led by sopho-
more Jasmine Garewal who finished 
the match with 15 kills, six digs and 
two service aces. Juniors Kamryn 
Walker and Hope Jesse had seven 
kills each for Holtville while junior 
Sofie Irungaray had four digs, two 
service aces and a block.

Holtville traveled to National City 
to participate in the 48-team Sweet-
water Invitational on Friday, Sept. 3, 
and Saturday, Sept. 4, going 2-1 in 
pool play on Friday and 0-2 in brack-
et play on Saturday.

VOLLEYBALL

Vikings Score 3-0 
Sweep at San Luis

Holtville High School junior Kamryn Walk-
er tips a ball at the net during a nonleague 
match against Calexico in Holtville on 
Wednesday, Sept. 1. | CATHI PHILLIPS LAR-
IOS PHOTO

 Vikings Run Over Hoover on the Road

Holtville High School senior Mason Toten catches a touchdown pass during the first quarter of the Vikings’ 44-21 nonleague 
victory over Hoover High in San Diego on Thursday, Sept. 2. | CATHI PHILLIPS LARIOS PHOTOS

Holtville High School senior Payton Iten gets around the end during the Vikings’ 
nonleague matchup with Hoover High in San Diego on Thursday, Sept. 2.
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ANNOUNCEMENT
 

LONG DISTANCE 
MOVING: Call today for 
a FREE QUOTE from 

America’s Most Trusted 
Interstate Movers. Let 
us take the stress out 
of moving!  Speak to a 
Relocation Specialist, 
call 1-844-857-1737

 
 Eliminate gutter 
cleaning forever! 

LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-

blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule 

a FREE LeafFilter 
estimate today. 15% 
off Entire Purchase. 

10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-855-

424-7581 
 

Become a Published 
Author. We want 

to Read Your 
Book! Dorrance 

Publishing-Trusted by 
Authors Since 1920 

Book manuscript 
submissions currently 

being reviewed. 
Comprehensive 

Services: Consultation, 
Production, Promotion 
and Distribution. Call 
for Your Free Author`s 

Guide 1-877-538-
9554 or visit http://

dorranceinfo.com/Cali
 

Water Damage to Your 
Home?  Call for a quote 
for professional cleanup 

& maintain the value 
of your home!  Set an 

appt. today! Call 1-855-
401-7069

 

AUTOS WANTED
 

WANTED! Old Porsche 
356/911/912 for 

restoration by hobbyist 
1948-1973 Only. Any 
condition, top $ paid! 

PLEASE LEAVE 
MESSAGE  

1-707-339-5994. Email: 
porscherestoration@

yahoo.com 
 

DONATE YOUR 
CAR OR TRUCK 

TO HERITAGE FOR 
THE BLIND. Free 3 
Day Vacation, Tax 
Deductible, Free 

Towing, All Paperwork 
Taken Care Of. CALL 

1-877-573-9104. 
 

DONATE YOUR CAR, 
BOAT OR RV to receive 
a major tax deduction. 
Help homeless pets. 

Local, IRS Recognized. 
Top Value Guaranteed. 

Free Estimate and 
Pickup.   

LAPETSALIVE.ORG 
1-833-772-2632 

 
DONATE YOUR CAR 
TO KIDS  Fast Free 

Pickup – Running or Not 
- 24 Hour Response - 

Maximum Tax Donation 
– Help Find Missing 

Kids! Call 1-888-491-
1453.

 
CABLE/INTERNET/

SATELLITE TV
 

DIRECTV - Watch your 
favorite live sports, 

news and entertainment 
anywhere. More top 
premium channels 

than DISH. Restrictions 
apply. Call IVS - 1-888-

641-5762.

DIRECTV NOW. No 
Satellite Needed. $40/
month. 65  Channels. 

Stream Breaking News, 
Live Events, Sports & 
On Demand Titles. No 
Annual Contract. No 
Commitment. CALL 

1-855-404-2509
 

AT&T Internet. Starting 
at $40/month w/12-mo 
agmt. Includes 1 TB of 
data per month. Get 
More For Your High-

Speed Internet Thing. 
Ask us how to bundle 
and SAVE! Geo & svc 
restrictions apply. Call 
us today 1-855-397-

7909. 
 

FINANCIAL SERVICES
 

Over $10K in Debt? Be 
debt free in 24 to 48 

months. No upfront fees 
to enroll. A+ BBB rated. 

Call National Debt 
Relief 1-888-231-4274. 

 
Applying for Social 

Security Disability or 
Appealing a Denied 

Claim? Call Bill Gordon 
& Assoc. Our case 

managers simplify the 
process & work hard 

to help with your case.  
Call 1-844-998-1460 
FREE Consultation. 

Local Attorneys 
Nationwide [Mail: 2420 
N St NW, Washington 

DC. Office: Broward Co. 
FL (TX/NM Bar.)]

 
INSURANCE

 
SAVE BIG on HOME 

INSURANCE! Compare 

20 A-rated insurances 
companies. Get a quote 
within minutes. Average 
savings of $444/year! 
Call 1-844-410-9609! 

(M-F 8am-8pm Central) 
 

MEDICAL/HEALTH
 

Lowest Prices on Health 
Insurance. We have 

the best rates from top 
companies! Call Now! 

1-888-989-4807
 

REAL ESTATE/LOANS
 

RETIRED COUPLE  
$1 MIL for business 

purpose Real 
Estate loans. Credit 
unimportant. V.I.P. 

Trust Deed Company 
www.viploan.com 

Call 1-818-248-0000 
Broker-principal 

DRE 01041073. No 
Consumer Loans. 

 
TAX SERVICES

 
ARE YOU BEHIND 
$10k OR MORE ON 
YOUR TAXES? Stop 
wage & bank levies, 
liens & audits, unfiled 

tax returns, payroll 
issues, & resolve tax 

debt FAST. Call 1-855-
970-2032.

 
WANT TO BUY

 
FREON WANTED: We 
pay $$$ for cylinders 
and cans. R12 R500 

R11 R113 R114. 
Convenient. Certified 
Professionals. Call 

312-291-9169 or visit 
RefrigerantFinders.com

CLASSIFIED ADS

Call (760) 482-7311 or (760) 222-8799Call (760) 482-7311 or (760) 222-8799

Notice of Publication 
Control No.: 18-AF-001 

NOTICE 
NOTICE OF SEIZURE PUR SUANT 
TO HEALTH AND SAFE TY CODE 
SECTIONS 11471/11488 AND 
NOTICE OF INTENDED FORFEI-
TURE PURSUANT TO HEALTH 
AND SAFETY CODE SECTION 
11488.4 
Jesus Enrique Vasquez Sanchez 
and any other interested party: 
On January 10, 2018, at High-
way 78 near Ogilby Road in 
the County of Imperial, Cali-
fornia, the property described 
as: $63,380.00 U.S. CUR REN-
CY was seized pursuant to 
Health and Safety Code Section 
11471/11488 by the San Ber-
nardino County Sheriff’s De-
partment. 
The property has an appar-
ent or approximate value of 
$63,380.00. You are hereby 
notified that the District At-
torney of Imperial County has 
initiated proceedings to forfeit 
the above-described property 
pur suant to Health and Safety 
Code Section 11488.4. 
You are instructed that if you 
desire to contest the forfeiture 
of this prop erty, pursuant to 
Health and Safety Code Section 
11488.5, you must file a veri-
fied claim stating your interest 
in the property. You must file 
this claim in the Superior Court 
of the County of Imperial locat-
ed at 939 West Main Street, El 
Centro, CA 92243 within thir-
ty (30) days of last publication 
of this notice. (Please include 
court case no. ECU000315 and 
AF control no. 18-AF-001). 
(NOTE: The court may require 

you to pay a filing fee at the 
time of filing your claim.) You 
must serve an endorsed copy 
of your claim on the District At-
torney of Imperial County, Attn: 
Asset Forfeiture Unit, at 940 
West Main Street, Suite 102, El 
Centro, CA 92243, within thirty 
(30) days of filing the claim in 
the Superior Court. 
If a Claim and Petition are filed, 
and a contested hearing is 
held, you will have the follow-
ing rights, which include, but 
are not limited to: You have 
the right to use the subpoena 
powers of the court and order 
wit nesses to attend; you have 
a right to testify on you own be-
half, submit evidence showing 
the legitimacy of the seized as-
sets, and a right to cross exam-
ine the petitioners witnesses. 
This is a civil action: you have 
the additional right to repre-
sent yourself or hire your own 
attorney, and there is no right 
to appointed counsel in this 
case. 
The failure to timely file a ver-
ified claim stating an interest 
in the prop erty will result in 
the property being declared or 
ordered forfeited to the State 
of California and distributed 
pursuant to the provisions of 
Health and Safety Code section 
11489 with out further notice 
or hearing. 
GILBERT G. OTERO 
District Attorney 
By: Ronald Melton 
Deputy District Attorney 
Asset Forforfeiture Unit 
Legal 6610 
Publish: Aug. 19, 26, Sept. 2, 9, 
2021

PUBLIC NOTICE

Spartans Blown Out in Palm 
Desert

PALM DESERT — After taking 
the lead 7-6, Central Union High 
was outscored 48-7 the rest of the 
game and lost to Palm Desert, 54-
14, in a nonleague game here on 
Friday, Sept. 3.

A Charlie Sullivan rushing 
touchdown late in the first half 
put the Spartans (1-2 overall) 
ahead 7-6, but the floodgates then 
opened as Palm Desert took a 
13-7 halftime lead and whopping 
47-14 lead at the end of the third 
quarter. 

The Aztecs had three touch-
down passes and an interception 
return for a touchdown in the 
high-scoring third quarter. 

Central will be on the road for 
the third straight week on Friday, 
Sept. 10, when the Spartans visit 
Vista for a 7 p.m. kickoff.

Brawley Pounds Indio
INDIO — Brawley Union High 

got into the win column with 
a 48-13 blow out over Indio in 
a nonleague matchup here on 
Thursday, Sept. 2.

The Wildcats opened the scor-
ing with a long touchdown rush 
from junior Isaiah Young and 
they never looked back, building 

a 28-0 first-quarter lead and going 
up 41-0 at halftime.

Junior quarterback Ethan Guti-
errez had a good day with his 
arm and legs, including a 68-yard 
touchdown pass.

Brawley (1-2 overall) hosts 
Cibola of Yuma in a nonleague 
matchup at Warne Field in Braw-
ley at 7 p.m. Friday, Sept. 10.

Holtville Runs Past Hoover
SAN DIEGO — Holtville 

got 348 yards rushing and beat 
Hoover High of San Diego, 44-21, 
in a nonleague matchup here on 
Thursday, Sept. 2.

Vikings’ senior running back 
Payton Iten finished with 166 
yards on 20 carries and four 
touchdowns. His younger broth-

er, sophomore Seth Iten, had 104 
yards rushing and senior quarter-
back Spencer Hilfiker was 4-for-
4 passing for 81 yards and two 
touchdowns. 

The Vikings (3-0 overall) host 
Maranatha Christian High of San 
Diego for a 7 p.m. kickoff on Fri-
day, Sept. 10, in their first home 
game of the season.

VOLLEYBALL

The Vikings defeated 
Mission Bay High and 
Sweetwater High of Na-
tional City in pool play 
before losing to Mission 
Vista of Oceanside. Holt-
ville was placed in the 
Gold Division for bracket 
play and opened with a 
close three-set loss to Es-
condido High.

The Vikings lost to 
Escondido, 21-25, 25-
21, 11-15 and slid into 
the loser’s bracket of the 
tournament where they 
would take on Christian 
High of El Cajon.

Against Christian, 
Holtville took the 
opening set 27-25, but 
dropped the final two sets 
16-25 and 5-15, and was 
knocked out of the tour-
nament. 

Next up for the Vikings 
is a nonleague home 
match against Central 
Union High set for 6 
p.m. on Thursday, Sept. 
9. Holtville will travel to 
take on San Diego High 
on Tuesday, Sept. 14, with  
6 p.m. start time.

MURDER
From page 10

ROUNDUP
From page 10

Imperial’s Alejandro Perez looks for an opening as he runs the ball against Cibola during the Tigers’ 41-14 win at Shimamoto-Simp-
son Stadium in Imperial on Friday night, Sept. 3. | SERGIO BASTIDAS PHOTO
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Legal 9066

For Publication of Your 
Legal Notices Call Us, Your County Adjudicated Newspaper.

Imperial Valley Weekly/ Calexico Chronicle
760-339-4899



PAGE 16 — Thursday, Septembe 9, 2021 

WHERE CUSTOMERS
ALWAYS COME FIRST.

For more energy savings  
tips, see IID’s Summer  
Energy Saving Guide at:
www.iid.com/summer.

Summer Energy-Savings Tip:

MAXIMIZE YOUR 
REFRIGERATOR’S EFFICIENCY.  
Did you know that the more contents 
in your fridge, the more efficiently it 
will operate? If you don’t normally 
keep a lot of food in the fridge, fill 
available spaces with pitchers of tap 
water or bottled water. Also, keep 
food covered and make sure the 
temperatures are correct for both the 
fresh food compartment and freezer.

THIS SUMMER

Let’s All Work
Together to

SAVE ENERGY
THIS SUMMER

The Imperial County Local Health Authority has 
been an awarded an ACEs Aware Provider 

Engagement grant to bring awareness to adverse 
childhood experiences (ACEs) in our community.

We are hosting 4 virtual sessions covering ACEs 101 
with an opportunity for a $200 stipend upon 

attending one session, proof of completion of the 
ACEs CORE Training and public listing on the 

Clinician Directory.
NO COST TO ATTEND. 

These sessions are recommended for Medi-Cal 
eligible providers, front office staff, office 

managers, billers and clinicians. Visit our website
for a full list of eligible providers. 

Register to any ACEs 101 
session and take your first 
step in becoming an 
ACEs Aware Provider!

First Session 
August 26 1:00 PM

VIRTUAL SESSIONS

August 26, 1:00PM
September 16, 1:00PM 
October 14, 1:00PM
October 28, 1:00PM 

$200 Stipend Opportunity

NO COST TO ATTEND 

Questions? 
VanessaRyckman@co.imperial.ca.us

Scan the QR code or visit 
www.localhealthauthority.org 
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