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VETERANS DAY

BY CLARA OLIVAS
FOR THE HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — Folding chairs line four 
blocks of Fifth Street filled with spectators 
waiting for the eighth annual Veterans Day 
Parade to begin on Saturday morning, Nov. 6.

Canopies for merchants and local agencies 
are arranged in front of City Hall at Holt Park 
for the street fair and farmers’ market to fol-
low the parade.

A colorful, shaved ice truck, a barbecue 
food truck, and a kettle corn vendor are get-
ting ready to serve the spectators at the end of 
the parade route.  

The city is abuzz with excitement.
A young boy sits at the corner of Holt Av-

enue and Fifth Street patiently waiting as he 
fidgets with his water bottle. The mom is pre-
occupied with another child and nods when 
the boy asks, “Mom, is that a drum I hear?” 

“Good morning, the parade has already 
started down the street,” an announcer can be 
heard saying.

The boy throws his arm in the air in ex-
citement, suddenly startled by a red REACH 
helicopter flying over the parade route. He is 
unable to contain his excitement as he realiz-
es this parade is more than he ever expected. 
He stands up and does a little dance then sits 
back down to not miss one second.

Having been raised on a parade route in 
Calexico, I know that my point of view is 
mired with nostalgic projection. I remem-
ber how it felt to hear the trumpets of the 
Mexican military school band paired with 
the rhythmic marching sound of their boots 
hitting the Second Street pavement. What 
was only a street a few hours before, had now 
become a stage for a magical musical expe-
rience. 

Veterans Day Parade 
Small But Mighty
Event Had Fewer Attendees Due to COVID 
Precautions, Holtville Mayor Says

El Centro Regional Medical Center staff waves its float in the eighth annual Holtville Veterans Day 
Parade on Saturday morning, Nov. 6. 

Fewer spectators watched this year’s parade than in the past, but announcer and Holtville Mayor Mike Goodsell says crowds will be up next year.  
| MEGAN JONES PHOTOS

BRIDGE TO BE RENAMED  
FOR CPL. ERIC SILVA

The Alamo River Bridge renaming 
ceremony in honor slain U.S. Marine 

and Holtville High graduate Cpl. 
Erik Silva is scheduled for 10 a.m. 

Friday, Nov. 12, at Earl Walker 
County Park in Holtville.

The stretch of Evan Hewes Highway, 
or State Route 115, over the bridge 
will be dubbed Marine Corporal Erik 

H. Silva Memorial Bridge. He was 
killed in action while serving in Iraq 

in April 2003. 

Mobile Vietnam 
Memorial to Stay 
Through Weekend

Half-Scale Wall Brought to El 
Centro’s Bucklin Park by VFW Post 
3905 Will Show “The Cost of War”

See Page 4

BY MARCIE LANDEROS
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — Some 15 years and 
several stalled attempts to get serious 
movement on a new public safety 
building on donated land, Holtville is 
ready to get the project going again, 
but in a different form.

The Holtville City Council vot-
ed 4-0-1 on Monday night, Nov. 8, 
to approve a contract with The Holt 
Group for design services to revise 
the master plan for a new public safe-
ty building, dividing the project into 
three phases to make the new build-
ing more achievable. Council mem-
ber Murry Anderson abstained from 
voting.

“I have gone down many roads with 
dead ends on this (public safety build-
ing), and I finally just kind of arrived 
at this idea that we should set this 
out into phases so that we can do it 
in chunks,” City Manager Nick Wells 
said during the council meeting. 

Holtville 
Public Safety 
Building Gets 

Moving … Again

CITY

City Council member Murry Anderson 
(center) and Mike Pacheco (right) listen 
to Holtville City Manager Nick Wells as he 
explains how the city of Holtville contracts 
with The Holt Group for engineering ser-
vices. | MARCIE LANDEROS PHOTO

Council OKs Contract 
to Divide Project 

into Three Phases

REGION

BY JULIO MORALES 
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

CALEXICO — Shortly after wak-
ing up on Monday, Nov. 8, Mexicali 
resident Yolanda Soto did what many 
people often do before they cross into 
the United States: She went online to 
see how long it would take a pedestri-
an to enter the U.S. via the Calexico 
West Port of Entry.

Though it had been more than a 
year since Soto, a visa holder, last 
crossed into the U.S., she was well 

Border Opening 
Brings Shoppers 

to Calexico

See PARADE, PAGE 2
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On Saturday, the familiar voice 
over the speaker announcing the 
Veterans Day Parade’s entrants 
was that of Mayor Mike Goodsell. 
Every act in the parade was intro-
duced to the crowd to cheers and 
applause. Among them, Calexico 
resident Victor Carrillo cheers 
on his grandson. A long-time at-
tendee to these events, Carrillo 
was happy to share his reason for 
attending.

“One, not only to support the 
community of Holtville in honor-
ing our veterans, but the second is 
my grandson, who is in seventh 
grade at Corfman Middle School 
(in El Centro and who) plays the 
trombone for the McCabe School 
marching band,” he says.

The McCabe band thrilled the 
audience with its rhythmic per-
formance. The hometown Holt-
ville High School Viking Band of 
Pride, led by Drum Major Rafael 
Espinoza, moved the crowd with 
its toe-tapping rendition of “Liv-
ing in America,” originally per-
formed by James Brown. 

The Holtville Carrot Festival 
court was also highlighted in 
the parade. Alexis Piper, Britney 
Valenzuela and Leslie Rossman 
were driven in a vintage 1956 
Chevy Belair provided by the 
Holtville Car Club.

Multiple local service agencies 
including the Imperial County 

Sheriff ’s Department, Holtville 
Fire Department and California 
Highway Patrol were in atten-
dance to honor the veterans of 
Imperial County and the city.

The myriad acts and vehicles on 
display in the parade made a fun 
time of 35 minutes. It also gave 
the vendors at the farmers’ mar-
ket the time to be ready to serve 
the hungry parade-goers who de-
scended on the little town’s park 
to celebrate its veterans.

At the end of the parade, May-
or Goodsell noted that the parade 
was one of the ways the town 
could honor its veteran citizens.

“Just remembering what the 
veterans have done for us. That’s 
why we do it,” he said. “There is 
no freedom without their sacri-
fice.”

The same sentiment the mayor 
felt, was evident throughout the 
celebration.

Dance teacher Hilda Parra of 

Sunshine Dance Studio led folk-
lorico dancers in brightly colored 
skirts to close out the parade. As 
the dancers tapped their heels on 
the streets, the crowd followed 
them into the maze of vendors 
at Holt Park. As she prepared the 
students to perform in the center 
kiosk of the park, she reiterates 
the mayor’s words.

“We are happy to be participat-
ing in the Veterans Day Parade to 
celebrate them, thanking them for 

their service to our country,” Par-
ra said.

Veteran Robert D. Garcia Jr. 
of Brawley was on hand with his 
wife enjoying the nice weather 
and shady canopy of the large 
trees.

“I’m a veteran. So, we like to 
come here. We have come here 
before, and we love the commu-
nity,” Garcia said. “The weather is 
beautiful today and we can’t wait 
for the Chinese food place across 
the street to open so we can have 
some nice lunch.”

Veterans of different wars 
walked through the park wear-
ing hats that stated their rank or 
station or branch of the service. 
Young marines in their dress uni-
forms gathered among their new 
veteran brethren.  Garcia points 
out that this year the turnout 
seems to be slightly smaller.

“Other times I have seen a lot 
more people,” he adds.

He is not the only to notice the 
affects the pandemic has had. 
COVID-19 precautions were 
present throughout the celebra-
tion, with many masked individ-
uals in outdoor congested spaces 
with others unmasked yet social 
distancing.

The event was attended by few-
er people this year, Goodsell says. 
The pandemic has changed how 
and when people participate in 
local events. Mr. Goodsell says 
about this year’s turnout,

“It’s pretty good. We’re trying to 
get back into it after COVID shut 
us down, but it’s a good number,” 
Goodsell adds. “We’ll be more 
next year.”

Wells’ realization came after be-
ginning of this year, when a state 
Community Development Block 
Grant fell through despite the 
city being awarded the grant. The 
issues with this grant stemmed 
from the low amount of funding 
available, only $3 million. The es-
timated cost of the building is be-
tween $9 million to $15 million, 
so it is now the city’s hope that by 
breaking the project up it will be 
easier to get the funding needed 

to begin construction.
The new public safety building 

would be located at Sixth Street 
and Pine Avenue, just north of 
where the Holt Park sits. It has 
been in development for more 
than 15 years, originally intend-
ed to a combined fire and police 
department headquarters. With 
Holtville now outsourcing its 
police services to the Imperial 
County Sheriff ’s Department, the 
building is now being reimagined 
as a new Fire Department and 
City Hall.

“The first phase would be the 
apparatus phase, where the fire 

trucks park. The second would 
be apparatus and administrative 
portion, which would only sup-
port the Fire Department. The 
third phase would then be City 
Hall,” said Jack Holt of The Holt 
Group, the city’s contracted city 
engineer. 

The initial apparatus phase 
will focus on the areas of the 
Fire Department that house the 
equipment and vehicles that the 
firefighters need to do their job. It 
will have to be large enough two 
house three fire engines, a rescue 
vehicle, a command vehicle, and 
a brush truck for wildland fire re-

sponse. Chief Alex Silva is a strike 
team leader when county depart-
ment respond to forest fires.

The second phase will finish 
out any part of the apparatus that 
was not completed during the 
first phase, the dormitories that 
firefighters stay in while on duty, 
and offices for the administration 
of the Fire Department only. The 
third phase will handle the ad-
ministration of the rest of the city, 
by creating a new City Hall.

The 1.71 acres of land for the 
planned public safety building 
was secured many years ago, 
through the donation of land by 
former Holtville resident Milton 
Meeks. In the early 2000s, plans 
initially were drawn, but due to 
a series of design changes in-
volving environmentally friendly 
changes, the project was placed 
on hold, and now the costs have 
more than doubled.

While the exact cost of the 
building can’t be determined un-
til the new plans are drawn, the 
cost of drawing the plans and 
breaking the project into phases 
come to $14,800 out of the gen-
eral fund. That drew the attention 
of council member Murray An-
derson.

Anderson questioned both 
Wells and Holt about the cost, 
unsure whether the cost should 
be covered since the city out-
sources its engineering depart-
ment to The Holt Group. Wells 
clarified the city’s relationship 
with The Holt Group explaining 
that they only contract with them 
on a per-project basis, also estab-
lishing that the city does not pay 
The Holt Group a regular retain-
er, so these services must be paid 
for as they come up.

Wells’ explanation was not 
enough to sway Anderson, who 
chose to abstain from voting, cit-
ing his lack of knowledge and ex-
perience working with The Holt 
Group in their role as Holtville’s 
engineering department.

“The reason I abstained is 
because I don’t feel like I have 
enough information or knowl-
edge of what exactly The Holt 
Group does for the city,” Ander-
son said in an interview after the 
meeting outside City Hall. “I am 
the new guy on the block, it’s 
my first year on the council, so 
I don’t have the background or 
knowledge that my fellow coun-
cil members have so I didn’t feel 
I had enough information to vote 
for the project.”
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Students and staff of Noah’s Ark Preschool in Holtville ride in the eighth annual Veterans Day Parade on Saturday morning, 
Nov. 6. | MEGAN JONES PHOTO
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aware of typical wait times at the 
pedestrian crossing, which often 
extended up to more than two 
hours.

But this particular day was any-
thing but typical, as it represented 
the first day that the U.S. opened 
its borders to fully vaccinated for-
eign nationals since non-essential 
cross-border traffic was restrict-
ed in March 2020 because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

After having observed online 
that pedestrian crossers could 
expect up to a two-hour wait on 
Monday, Soto and her daughter, 
Elizabeth Soto, nonetheless head-
ed to the port of entry with the in-
tention of visiting the U.S. Social 
Security Administration office in 
El Centro.

As it turned out, the pair did 
not have that long to wait to cross 
on foot.

“We thought we weren’t going 
to be able to cross,” said the elder 
Soto, who spoke Spanish.

“We were expecting a long line, 
but it only turned out to be half 
hour,” her daughter said, also in 
Spanish.

The return of non-essential 
cross-border travelers such as the 
Sotos on Nov. 8 marked a signif-
icant development for the city 
of Calexico, as well as the wider 
Valley. A longtime refrain among 
city officials and local stakehold-
ers was that the border’s closing 
in March 2020 had reduced the 

much-needed revenue source 
that Mexicali residents represent.

So, when U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection recently an-
nounced that entry into the U.S. 
would be granted to fully vacci-
nated foreign nationals, many an-
ticipated a mad rush to the border 
and a resultant long line of people 
and passenger vehicles.

Martha Lorena Lopez Flores 
said she, too, was expecting to be 
joined by a long queue of travel-
ers entering the U.S. on foot at the 
West Port of Entry.

Instead, she encountered a line 
around 9:30 a.m. that allowed her 
to cross into the U.S. for the first 
time in about 18 months within 
35 minutes.

“It seemed pretty quick for 
the first day that we could cross 
with our visa,” Lopez Flores said 
in Spanish. “I was very surprised 
when I got there and there wasn’t 
a long line.”

With the Walmart Supercenter 
as her destination, Lopez Flores 
said she was hoping to take pub-
lic transit to the store from down-
town. But upon hearing no buses 
were available, she said she’d like-
ly have to settle on a taxi.

The Calexico City Council was 
reportedly to announce a special 
meeting soon in which grant-
ing a permit to a bus company 
was to take place, specifically for 
the purpose of providing public 
transportation in the wake of the 
reopening.

No such meeting had occurred 
by the time of publication of this 
story.

As on previous visits, Lopez 
Flores came to shop. She ex-
pected to spend an hour or two 
at least in Calexico, or “until my 
money runs out,” she joked.

Yarn topped her shopping list. 
An avid crocheter and the en-
trepreneur behind the Facebook 
page titled “Mexicali Crochet,” 

Lopez Flores said she prefers the 
price and quality of the yarn that 
she can find stateside in compar-
ison to what is sold in Mexicali.

Prior to the border’s pandem-
ic-related closing, Lopez Flores 
ventured into the U.S. about once 
a week to shop with the use of her 
visa.

“I try to get the best-quality 
product for my customers,” she 
said in Spanish.

Mexicali resident Altagracia 
Vega had come to Calexico on 
Nov. 8 to shop as well. But be-
cause she was the only fully vac-
cinated visa-holder within her 
circle of family and neighbors, 
she was doing some shopping on 
their behalf, too.

“Lots of people will place an or-
der and we’ll pick it up for them,” 
Vega said in Spanish.

Her cross-border excursions 
sometimes will take her to the 
Gran Plaza Outlets and the Im-
perial Valley Mall. On Mon-
day, Vega was accompanied by 
a daughter, who had to work in 
the early afternoon in Mexicali, 
limiting the amount of time Vega 
would get to spend shopping on 
this day.

“When I only come for a few 
things, I’ll come alone,” Vega 
said. “But when I have a lot of re-

their service to our country,” Par-
ra said.

Veteran Robert D. Garcia Jr. 
of Brawley was on hand with his 
wife enjoying the nice weather 
and shady canopy of the large 
trees.

“I’m a veteran. So, we like to 
come here. We have come here 
before, and we love the commu-
nity,” Garcia said. “The weather is 
beautiful today and we can’t wait 
for the Chinese food place across 
the street to open so we can have 
some nice lunch.”

Veterans of different wars 
walked through the park wear-
ing hats that stated their rank or 
station or branch of the service. 
Young marines in their dress uni-
forms gathered among their new 
veteran brethren.  Garcia points 
out that this year the turnout 
seems to be slightly smaller.

“Other times I have seen a lot 
more people,” he adds.

He is not the only to notice the 
affects the pandemic has had. 
COVID-19 precautions were 
present throughout the celebra-
tion, with many masked individ-
uals in outdoor congested spaces 
with others unmasked yet social 
distancing.

The event was attended by few-
er people this year, Goodsell says. 
The pandemic has changed how 
and when people participate in 
local events. Mr. Goodsell says 
about this year’s turnout,

“It’s pretty good. We’re trying to 
get back into it after COVID shut 
us down, but it’s a good number,” 
Goodsell adds. “We’ll be more 
next year.”

LOCAL NEWS
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Cattle Call Week Readiness?

POLICE BRIEFS

GILGAR

CONTINUE READING AT:
 HOLTVILLETRIBUNE.COM

STAFF REPORT

IMPERIAL COUNTY — The 
following reports were collected 
from the Imperial County Sher-
iff ’s Office call logs from Nov. 3 
through Nov. 8. Holtville substa-
tion logs are included at the end.

WEDNESDAY, NOV. 3
6:16 a.m.: A resident of Bar-

bara Worth Country Club near 
Holtville called deputies to re-
port that their son was causing 
a disturbance at the residence. 
The son then took the phone and 
told dispatchers that he was up-
set that he woke up to find that 
people were using his drugs all 
night, then disconnected the 
line. 

10:46 p.m.: Deputies respond-
ed to reports of a vehicle over-
turned into a ditch near the in-
tersection of Sinclair Road and 
Highway 111. Dispatch was ad-
vised that the vehicle was leak-
ing fuel and that the driver was 
out of the vehicle but covered in 
blood. 

THURSDAY, NOV. 4
11:46 a.m.: Imperial County 

Behavioral Health employees re-
ported that a patient called their 
office requesting to be seen and 
threatened to “go shoot every-
one” at the office. 

2:15 p.m.: Deputies respond-
ed to a head-on collision near 
Ocotillo with one of the subjects 
involved possibly deceased at the 
scene and another subject alive 
but bleeding. 

FRIDAY, NOV. 5
3:36 p.m.: A concerned citi-

zen called 911 to report that a 
Hispanic male at Holt Park was 
yelling at children and other sub-
jects saying that he was going to 
kill them. 

SATURDAY, NOV. 6
6:15 a.m.: Deputies received a 

tip via text message about a pos-
sible methamphetamine deal in 
progress at Slab City. The report-
ing party provided a vehicle de-
scription and the exact location 
of the alleged drug deal. 

2:18 p.m.: Deputies responded 
to Jack in the Box in Salton City 
for reports of a verbal altercation 
between two customers. One 
subject threatened to kill the 
other before leaving southbound 
on Highway 86 in a blue Dodge 
Ram. 

4:56 p.m.: Deputies respond-
ed to reports of a rollover ac-
cident involving a sand rail at 
Oldsmobile Hill at the Glamis 
sand dunes. Three patients were 
reported to be conscious and 
breathing. 

SUNDAY, NOV. 7
9:56 a.m.: Deputies responded 

to reports of three shots being 
fired from a black SUV in the 
area of Jasper Road and Austin 
Road outside of Heber. 

4:12 p.m.: Dispatch received 
a 911 call from a woman in the 
area of Second Avenue and Win-
terhaven Drive in Winterhaven 
who reported that her son had 
tried to choke her with a belt 
while she was driving. The line 
disconnected as dispatchers were 
trying to gather more informa-
tion. 

11:43 p.m.: Deputies respond-
ed to reports of a trailer fire near 
Salvation Mountain outside of 
Niland. The trailer was reported-
ly home to two elderly residents, 
but the reporting party didn’t 
know if anybody was inside the 
trailer at the time of the fire. 

MONDAY, NOV. 8
9:15 a.m.: Some 500 sprinklers 

and a trailer were reported stolen 
during the night from a property 
near the intersection of Worth-
ington Road and Gutherie Road. 

10:05 a.m.: A Razr ATV, A 
Honda ATV and tools were re-
ported stolen from a garage at a 
home on Haven Place in Salton 
City. 

2:57 p.m.: A man reported 
that he’d been carjacked at gun-
point by three Hispanic males 
at the Ocotillo Chevron station 
the previous week. The caller 
reported that the carjackers had 
threatened to hurt his family if 
he called the police. 

HOLTVILLE SHERIFF’S 
OFFICE SUBSTATION

TUESDAY, NOV. 2
6:13 a.m.: A toolbox was re-

ported stolen from a storage shed 
at a residence on Circle Drive. 

8:35 a.m.: Various items were 
reported stolen from a backyard/
storage shed at a residence on 
Circle Drive. 

11:58 p.m.: Two vehicles were 
reportedly egged on Brentwood 
Avenue. The victim requested 
extra patrol checks of the area. 

2:37 a.m.: A driver in a silver 
Nissan Altima reportedly ran 
into a parked car on East Eighth 
Street. The owner of the parked 
car called deputies after discov-
ering that the driver of the Alti-
ma didn’t have any identification. 

THURSDAY, NOV. 4
9:57 a.m.: A Hispanic man 

in his 30s wearing a blue plaid 
shirt and jeans reportedly left 
the Family Dollar store on Fifth 
Street without paying for his 
items. 

BORDER
From page 1

Shoppers visit stories in the 200 block of First Street on Monday morning, Nov. 8, the 
first day that fully vaccinated non-essential foreign travelers had been allowed into the 
United States since March 2020. | CAMILO GARCIA JR. PHOTO
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Let's Talk About It!

WELLNESS RADIO
Tune In and Listen:

• 1230 AM, Sundays at 7 a.m.
• Stream on Demand at KXORadio.com

With Hosts Scott Dudley 
& Maria Wyatt

Do you have something you'd like 
to ask Scott and Maria? 
Send your question to 

wellnessradio@co.imperial.ca.us

www.co.imperial.ca.us/behavioralhealth
(422) 265-1525

¡Exprésate!

WELLNESS RADIO
¡Escuche!

• 1230 AM
• Transmitir a pedido en KXORadio.com

Con Anfitriona 
Dalia Pesqueira 

Si le gustaria tener respuesta a su 
pregunta en el programa, envie un 

correo electronico a 
programaexpresate@yahoo.com

www.co.imperial.ca.us/behavioralhealth
(422) 265-1525

WEEK OF NOVEMBER 15

Mental Health Needs in the 
Latino Community

Imelda Padilla, Frausto, PhD, MPH, Research Scientist, 
UCLA Center for Health Policy Research

Join us at Let’s Talk About It as we speak to research 
scientist Dr. Imelda Padilla Frausto regarding her 

research into mental health distress and willingness 
to seek support in Latino populations. We’ll talk about 

culture, marginalization, safety, and stigma as we 
explore the nature of the data and public policy and 

other solution focused potentials to have a community 
where Latino people in mental health distress might 
feel more comfortable, safer, and a sense of value in 

seeking available mental health supports.

SEMANA DEL 15 DE NOVIEMBRE

Necesidades de Salud Mental en 
la Comunidad Latina

Imelda Padilla Frausto, PhD, MPH. Research Scientist, UCLA Center 
for Health Policy Research

Únase a nosotros en Exprésate mientras hablamos con 
la científica investigadora Dra. Imelda Padilla Frausto 
sobre su investigación sobre los problemas de salud 

mental y la voluntad de buscar apoyo en las poblaciones 
latinas. Hablaremos sobre cultura, marginación, 

seguridad y estigma mientras exploramos la naturaleza 
de los datos y la política pública y otros potenc ial es 

centrado en soluciones para tener una comunidad donde 
los latinos con problemas de salud mental puedan 

sentirse más cómodos, más seguros y sentido de valor 
en la búsqueda de apoyos de salud mental disponibles.

Public Hearing
IID Division Redistricting

 4 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 16,  2021

For the complete meeting agenda,
visit www.iid.com.IID

A century of service. www.iid.com

  The Imperial Irrigation District Board of Directors will 
hold a public hearing at 4 p.m., Tuesday, Nov. 16, 2021 in the 
Condit Auditorium, 1285 Broadway, El Centro, to discuss 
redrawing the boundaries for the five IID director divisions.
  The purpose of the hearing is to engage the public 
in the redistricting process as the board will consider 
redrawing the IID division boundaries to be reflective of 
the population changes based on the 2020 U.S. Census. 
Redistricting is important to ensure each director serves a 
balanced number of constituents. Final approval is due by 
Dec. 9, 2021.
  Public comment may be made by: (1) Addressing the 
board in person; (2) Submitting a comment of 250 words 
or less by email to publiccomments@iid.com by 2 p.m. 
on Nov. 16, 2021; (3) Providing comments over the phone 
during the comment period by dialing 1-408-418-9388 
access code 2491 377 7126.

Half-Scale Wall 
Brought to El Centro’s 
Bucklin Park by VFW 
Post 3905 Will Show 

'The Cost of War'
BY MARCIE LANDEROS

HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

EL CENTRO — For Vietnam 
veteran Joe Noriega, his initial 
attempt at visiting the Vietnam 
veterans’ memorial wall in Wash-
ington, D.C. was so overwhelm-
ing that he could not physically 
get off the tour bus that brought 
him there.

It was too painful.
Now, Noriega, who as a mem-

ber of Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Post 3905, is among those local 
Vietnam vets who are helping to 
bring a half-scale mobile replica 
of the wall to El Centro’s Bucklin 
Park. The mobile “AV” wall (cre-
ated for Antelope Valley origi-
nally) was to arrive in the Valley 
on Wednesday morning, Nov. 10, 
ahead of Veterans Day on Thurs-
day, Nov. 11.

Noriega has the chance not 
only to remember and honor his 
brothers by visiting the mobile 
memorial, he gets to take a shift 
guarding the memorial once its 
paneled on Wednesday, so it can 
be shared with all the members of 
his community.

“I’m at a stage in my life where 
I’m stable now and I can deal 
with it now. Before I couldn’t do 
it because it was too emotional,” 
Noriega said from Bucklin Park 
on Monday, Nov. 8, as the tempo-
rary foundation for the wall were 
being built and canopies, chairs 
and other equipment was being 
erected for five days of activites.

“I’m confident I’m not gonna 
break down and I can see the wall 
and look for some of my friends 
who never made it and I feel I’m 
gonna be OK,” Noriega said. “It’s 
an honor.” 

VFW Post 3905 will be host-

ing the mobile memorial with the 
hope that it will bring healing to 
the veterans living in Imperial 
County.

“We’re displaying it so folks can 
come see the cost of war in terms 
of names people can remember,” 
said Thomas Henderson, VFW 
Post 3905 adjutant, member and 
point man for the wall, during an 
interview Tuesday morning, Nov. 
9. The city of El Centro is also a 
sponsor and host of the event.

Beginning on Wednesday 
morning, Nov. 10, a series of 
events are scheduled to celebrate 
the short time the memorial will 
be in Imperial County. Wednes-
day morning there will be pro-
cession through El Centro, and 
at 10 a.m. there will be a private 
ceremony before the beginning 
of the assembly of the wall. Once 
it’s built, it will be open 24 hours a 
day until Monday morning, Nov. 
15, when it will be disassembled 

at 8 a.m. that day.
All veterans throughout the 

county are invited to join this 
ceremony or visit the wall In the 
hopes that it’ll help them heal af-
ter such a life-changing event.

“For me personally, it’s a way of 
dealing with the loss of my pla-
toon sergeant. I was a lieutenant 
commander in Vietnam, and we 
were together in Cambodia. He 
got killed, and I probably think 
about it at least once every day,” 
Henderson said. “There’s some-
thing I’m going to be giving in 
my speech tomorrow. Basically, it 
says memorials are built by peo-
ple that want to remember, and 
we’re displaying the wall. Help 
those that don’t want to remem-
ber, not to forget.”

For many veterans, the strug-
gles of coping with the horrors of 
war and the loss of their brothers 
in arms is still overwhelming. 
Men like Henderson and Noriega 
aren’t alone in their grief. With 
the United States government 
reporting casualties of 58,220 
service members, many veterans 
have been left to cope with the 
loss.

A Veterans Day ceremony will 
be at the mobile wall at 11 a.m. 

Thursday, Nov. 11, and on Friday, 
Nov. 12, there will be a memorial 
made available to students who 
are brought in from their schools. 
On Saturday, Nov. 13, there will 
be a candlelight vigil with attend-
ees meeting at 6:30 p.m. with an 
intention of starting at 7 p.m. 
Sunday, Nov. 14, is dedicated to 
veterans specifically, with a cer-
emony at 3 p.m. to honor their 
sacrifice.

“One never knows the reac-
tions people have. Some people 
can’t cope. Now, it’s not that they 
don’t want to; they can’t. For other 
folks, it’s a reminder of something 
so bad they never want to see it 
for other folks or services,” Hen-
derson said. “It just depends on 
how folks react to it.”

During the Imperial County 
Board of Supervisors meeting 
on Tuesday morning, county Su-
pervisor Ray Castillo estimated 
the Imperial Valley lost close to 
around a dozen service members 
during the Vietnam War, includ-
ing one of his friends from high 
school.

“There’s a name on (the wall), 
he was my classmate — Mallobox. 
He was just a young kid, very pop-
ular. Jesse Mallobox. And he died 
at age 20 or 21, and he did not get 
a chance to live his life,” said Cas-
tillo, who encouraged people to 
visit the replica memorial. 

Henderson said it was vitally 
important to bring this memori-
al to the Imperial Valley to bring 
peace to aging Vietnam veterans, 
who are beginning to reach their 
late 70s and early 80s.

“When I went to one in Wash-
ington, I thought it was really im-
portant to bring it here, and our 
post agreed we should bring it 
down. We’re all getting older, I’m 
one of the younger members. I’m 
74,” he said. “We’re getting at that 
point in time in our lives where if 
we are going to do this, we had to 
get ‘er done.”

Photographer Megan Jones 
contributed reporting to this sto-
ry.

VETERAN'S DAY

Mobile Vietnam Memorial to Stay Through Weekend

The temporary foundation is put down at Bucklin Park in El Centro on Monday, Nov. 8, where the panels of a half-scale mobile 
replica of the Vietnam veterans memorial wall in Washington, D.C., will be installed Wednesday, Nov. 10, through Monday, Nov. 
15. | MEGAN JONES PHOTO

Vietnam veteran Joe Noriega, a member of the Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 3905, 
helps during the first of day of preparation for a half-scale mobile replica of the 
Vietnam veterans memorial wall in Washington, D.C., at El Centro’s Bucklin Park. 
Noriega, El Centro city staff and volunteers were at the park on Monday, Nov. 8. | 
MEGAN JONES PHOTO
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BY MURRAY ANDERSON
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — When the final 
whistle blew on Sept. 17 and the Holt-
ville High School football team had 
secured a 29-28 win over Calexico 
High, neither team left Birger Field 
here feeling great.

The Vikings had squandered a 29-
12 fourth-quarter lead and had to re-
cover an onside kick attempt to secure 
the win. Calexico had a second-half 
turnover and an empty offensive pos-
session inside the 15-yard-line in the 
third quarter that allowed the Vikings 
to build a 17-point lead.
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Vikings, Bulldogs 
Ready for Rematch

Holtville High School senior quarterback Spencer Hilfiker (22) carries the ball against Calexico High during the first meeting between these 
two teams on Sept. 17. These two teams play at 7 p.m. on Friday in the CIF-San Diego Section Division V quarterfinals at Birger Field in Holtville.  
| CAMILO GARCIA JR. PHOTO

Calexico High School junior running back Zeus Pradis carries the ball for the Bulldogs in the 
first matchup against Holtville back on Sept. 17. The two teams meet again at 7 p.m. on Fri-
day, Nov. 12, in the CIF-San Diego Section Division V quarterfinals at Birger Field in Holtville. 
| CAMILO GARCIA JR. PHOTO

BY MURRAY ANDERSON
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

BRAWLEY — Junior Tanner Carranza had 
three rushing touchdowns to lead the Brawley 
Union High School football team to a 49-7 victory 
over Westview of San Diego in the first round of 
the CIF-San Diego Section Division III playoffs at 
Warne Field here on Friday, Nov. 5.

The Wildcats (9-2 overall) jumped on top 14-0 
in the opening quarter thanks to rushing touch-
downs from Carranza and junior quarterback 
Ethan Gutierrez. Two Carranza touchdowns in 
the second quarter plus long touchdown runs 
from Chris Camillo and David Camillo extended 
the Brawley lead to 41-0 at halftime.

Westview (2-9 overall) was the 11th-seeded 
team in the Division III playoffs while Brawley is 
the sixth-seed.

The Wildcats will now move on to face 
third-seeded Santa Fe Christian of Solana Beach 
in the quarterfinals, set for 7 p.m. on Friday, Nov. 
12, in Solana Beach.

TIGERS LOSE TRIPLE-OT 
THRILLER TO SANTANA

SANTEE — Imperial gave up a 28-yard field 
goal in the third overtime and lost to Santana 
High, 24-21, in a CIF-San Diego Section Division 
III first-round game here on Friday, Nov. 5.

The Tigers (6-5 overall) were on the road as a 
No. 9-seed and had a 21-14 lead on the Sultans 
in the fourth quarter. Santana (8-2 overall), the 
eight-seed in the playoffs, got a touchdown with 
32 seconds left to tie the game and send it to over-
time.

Imperial was unable to get in the end zone in 
any of the three overtime periods and missed 
three consecutive field goals. The Sultans failed to 
score in their first two overtime periods but man-
aged the get the game-winner from 28 yards away.

Santana now moves on to the Division III quar-
terfinals to face top-seeded Mt. Carmel of San Di-
ego on Friday, Nov. 12.

SPARTANS RALLY 
TO BEAT OTAY RANCH

CHULA VISTA — Central Union trailed at 
halftime but rallied in the second half to beat 
Otay Ranch, 33-28, in a CIF-San Diego Section 
Division II first-round matchup at Olympian 
High here on Friday, Nov. 5.

The Spartans (6-5 overall) outscored the Mus-
tangs (3-6 overall) 20-7 in the second half to pull 
out the victory.

Otay Ranch, the seventh-seed in the play-
off bracket, returned the opening kickoff for a 
touchdown to grab the early lead, 7-0. Central got 
a 9-yard rushing touchdown from Charlie Sulli-
van, but the Spartans missed the extra-point and 
they trailed 7-6.

FOOTBALL ROUNDUP

Brawley Bullies 
Westview

Wildcats Win 49-7 in First Round of D-III 
Playoffs; Imperial Loses, 24-21 in OT; 

Central Union Rallies for 33-28 Victory

BY MURRAY ANDERSON
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

SAN DIEGO — Vincent Memorial Catho-
lic High junior Leticia Bazua fell in the quar-
terfinals of the CIF-San Diego Section indi-
vidual championships on Thursday, Nov. 4, 
in an epic match at Balboa Tennis Club here.

Bazua lost to Natalia Mochernak from 
Torrey Pines High of San Diego, 6-4, 7-6 (7-
5), 12-10, in a nearly three-hour match. The 
match was so draining that Mochernak re-
tired during the second set of her semifinal 
match against top-seeded Kalia Barksdale.

“It was like a boxing match with both play-
ers going back and forth making big shots,” 
said Jesus Gonzalez, Vincent Memorial’s 
coach and athletic director. “It was a great 
match, but you knew whoever got through 
was going to have to face the No. 1 seed and 
that’s an entirely different level.”

GIRLS TENNIS

Scots’ Bazua Reaches CIF Quarterfinals
Vincent 
Memorial 
Catholic High 
junior Leticia 
Bazua delivers 
a serve during 
the Imperial 
Valley League 
champion-
ships on Oct. 
26 at South-
west High in El 
Centro. Bazua 
reached the 
quarterfinals 
of the CIF-San 
Diego Section 
champion-
ships on Thurs-
day, Nov. 4, 
before losing 
a tough three-
set match. | 
CATHI PHILLIPS 
LARIOS PHOTOSee BAZUA, PAGE 8

BY MURRAY ANDERSON
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

It was a banner season for the Holtville 
High School volleyball team and the acco-
lades continue to roll in as sophomore hitter 
Jasmine Garewal was voted Imperial Valley 
League Player of the Year.

Garewal, whose team-high 392 kills this 
season paced the Vikings’ offense, led Holt-
ville to the IVL championship with an 8-0 
record. The Vikings, who finished the sea-
son 27-6, fell in the semifinals of the CIF-
San Diego Section Division IV playoffs to 
Foothills Christian of El Cajon.

Joining Garewal on the All-IVL First 
Team are her teammates, senior Orian An-
derson, junior Kamryn Walker and junior 

VOLLEYBALL

Vikings’ Garewal 
is IVL Player 
of the Year

See VOLLEYBALL, PAGE 8
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The Imperial County Local Health Authority has 
been an awarded an ACEs Aware Provider 

Engagement grant to bring awareness to adverse 
childhood experiences (ACEs) in our community.

We are hosting 4 virtual sessions covering ACEs 101 
with an opportunity for a $200 stipend upon 

attending one session, proof of completion of the 
ACEs CORE Training and public listing on the 

Clinician Directory.
NO COST TO ATTEND. 

These sessions are recommended for Medi-Cal 
eligible providers, front office staff, office 

managers, billers and clinicians. Visit our website
for a full list of eligible providers. 

Register to any ACEs 101 
session and take your first 
step in becoming an 
ACEs Aware Provider!

First Session 
August 26 1:00 PM

VIRTUAL SESSIONS

August 26, 1:00PM
September 16, 1:00PM 
October 14, 1:00PM
October 28, 1:00PM 

$200 Stipend Opportunity

NO COST TO ATTEND 

Questions? 
VanessaRyckman@co.imperial.ca.us

Scan the QR code or visit 
www.localhealthauthority.org 

HOLTVILLE — Practice and try-
outs for winter sports have begun at 
Holtville High School with young ath-
letes taking to the soccer field, basket-
ball court, and wrestling mat.

SPORTS

WINTER 
SPORTS 
BEGIN

Holtville High School sophomore Brady Walker (left) and junior Angel Perez go through a passing drill during boys bas-
ketball practice on Tuesday, Nov. 9. | MEGAN JONES PHOTOS

The Holt-
ville High 
School boys 
basketball 
team goes 
through 
drills during 
practice in 
Holtville on 
Tuesday, 
Nov. 9.
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CATTLE CALL

BY MARCIE LANDEROS
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

BRAWLEY — After pandemic 
restrictions caused the modifica-
tion of most of last year’s Cattle 
Call-related activities, residents 
from across Imperial County 
came out in droves to attend the 
first of this year’s Cattle Call Week 
events in person — the beloved 
Chili Cook-off.

“It’s nice to get out of the house. 
You don’t really appreciate these 
kind of community events till 
they are gone, you know?” said 
Emilio Reyes, who drove up from 
Calexico to attend the event on 
Saturday morning, Nov. 6, in Pla-
za Park in the center of town.

Both the mayor of Brawley 
and the chief executive officer of 
The Chamber of Commerce for 
Greater Brawley expressed relief 
over being able to have the Chili 
Cook-off and all the chamber-re-
lated events that lead up to next 
weekend’s Cattle Call parade and 
65th annual Cattle Call Rodeo 
performances. Both feared that 
pandemic restrictions would 
cause the cancelation of this year’s 
venerable cook-off, which wasn’t 
held last year in it’s traditional 
form.

“It’s so good to have these 
events in person and to see that 
the Cattle Call is going to happen 
this year with spectators and ev-
erything. It’s all awesome to see 
families out and about this whole 
week of events, like there’s some-
thing almost every night and all 
throughout next week,” Brawley 
Mayor Luke Hamby said. “We’re 
excited.”

Some Cattle Call Week activi-
ties were held last year, including 
some form of a chili contest, a 
virtual mariachi night, an online 
parade, and other events, but ev-
erything was done at a distance. 
Rodeo riders, for instance, com-
peted in an empty arena and the 
performances were livestreamed.

Cattle Call Week kicks off with 

the chili cook-off (and an added 
component this year of a cornhole 
tournament), which is celebrated 
over 10 days, culminating in the 
Sunday matinee performance of 
the rodeo.

“This is the first four events 
that we host leading up to the 
rodeo. We do the Monday Cattle 
Call Mixer at Sun Community 
on Monday (Nov. 8), Wednesday 
(Nov. 10) will be our Mariachi 

Night here at the Plaza, and then 
we end it with our parade on Sat-
urday, Nov. 13.” Brawley chamber 
CEO Ramiro Urias said. “That 
same day, we have two showings 
for the rodeo, and then we have 
one more on Sunday.”

The Chili Cook-off featured 
five teams who competed to de-
liver the best chili in the Valley. 
Those attending the event pur-
chased five tickets for $5 so they 
could try the chili at each of the 
booths. The cook-off also fea-
tured booths filled with items to 
buy, sweet treats like kettle corn 
or shaved ice, and the Brawley 
chamber hosted its first cornhole 
competition in partnership with 
76 Zero Cornhole.

Winner of this year’s best chili 
was One World Beef, with Los 
Chiles Calientes taking second 
and Pioneers Vaqueros, third. Los 

Chiles Calientes took the People’s 
Choice Award. The best booth 
contest went to Thermal Chili, 
though all five were crowd pleas-
ers. 

“I really liked the Just in Case 
Chili booth, it had a lot of meat in 
it. I even went back for seconds. 
I would go back for thirds, but I 
couldn’t eat another bite,” Beth 
Smith of Brawley said. 

Just In Case Chili was a team 
made up of employees from Jor-
dan Central Implement Co., an 
agriculture equipment business 
in Brawley, but the team mem-
bers refused to share what went 
into their chili, saying it was a se-
cret recipe.

“There’s definitely a secret. And 
just the people that make it, make 
it with love,” team member Gil-
bert Rios said. “Everybody’s very 
dedicated.”

The best booth winner, Ther-
mal Chili, featured staff from all 
of CalEnergy Operating Corp.’s 
Imperial County geothermal de-
partments. Their booth theme 
played on the hot nature of both 
chilies and geothermal energy.

“It’s Thermal Chili made from 
the heat of the Earth,” said Mark 
Gran, who works in land man-
agement and community rela-
tions for CalEnergy. The compa-
ny runs 10 geothermal plants in 
Imperial County. 

Gran shared that CalEnergy 
participated in 2018 and again 
2019, when the team won the 
People’s Choice Award. Gran said 
that as much as he would like to 
see his team win, it was being able 
to be among the community that 
was important to him.

“Well, we’re glad to be able to 
be out here again after COVID. 
It’s great to be out in the public. 
And we’re just thrilled to be able 
to participate in a community 
event like this and help the com-
munity out and raise money for 
the chamber and others,” Grand 
added. “So we’re having a blast.”

Feelin’ the Heat at Brawley’s Chili Cook-off

Mark Gran of CalEnergy Operating Corp. calls to visitors of the Cattle Call Chili Cook-off as they walk past his company’s 
booth, Thermal Chili, which won the best booth contest, on Saturday, Nov. 6. | MARCIE LANDEROS PHOTOS

Participants in the first Chamber of Commerce for Greater Brawley cornhole 
competition play as the Cattle Call Chili Cook-off begins to wind down for the 
day on Saturday, Nov. 6 at Plaza Park in Brawley.
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Both teams left thinking 
they should have played bet-
ter and both will get that op-
portunity on Friday, Nov. 12, 
when they square off in the 
CIF-San Diego Section Divi-
sion IV quarterfinals, again at 
Birger Field in Holtville.

The Vikings (8-2 overall) 
are the No. 3-seeded team in 
the division and had a bye 
on Friday, Nov. 5, as the top 
four teams get a week off to 
prepare for the playoffs. The 
Bulldogs (6-5 overall) are the 
sixth-seeded team and had to 
beat 11th-ranked Maranatha 
Christian High of San Diego, 
34-3, on Friday, Nov. 4, to get 
this rematch against Holtville.

“The main thing we have 
to do better on defense is get-
ting off the field on third and 
fourth downs,” said Fernando 
Solano, Calexico’s second-year 
head coach. “And offensively, 
we need to control the clock 
and pick up first downs.”

Leading 16-12 back on Sept. 
17, Holtville went on a 16-
play, 94-yard drive that ate up 

more than seven minutes on 
the clock. Twice the Vikings 
converted on fourth downs on 
the drive to put them ahead 
22-12 early in the fourth quar-
ter.

“The key for us is when we 
have the ball to control the 
tempo and run it when we 
have it, but also know when to 
hit the gas when we need to,” 
said Jason Turner, Holtville’s 
fifth-year head coach.

In the first meeting, Holt-
ville led 29-12 with 7:14 left 
when Calexico junior quar-
terback David Esquer got 
hot, connecting with senior 
receiver Pedro Cruz on touch-
down passes of 51 yards and 
30 yards.

Esquer, who threw for 100 
yards in the final seven min-
utes of the game, has split 
time this season with senior 
quarterback Abram Zazueta 
for the Bulldogs. Esquer broke 
two fingers in the Bulldogs’ 
34-30 win over Vincent Me-
morial Catholic on Oct. 29 
and won’t be available against 
the Vikings.

“I think we are a better 
defensive team now than 

we were then,” said Turner, 
whose team hasn’t allowed a 
touchdown in either of its last 
two games. “We know what is 
coming at us on Friday and 
they do a great job, but it’s our 
job to stop it.”

Holtville gave up 327 yards 
of offense to the Bulldogs on 
Sept. 17, including 105 yards 
rushing to Calexico senior 
running back Ernie Sanchez. 
The lead back has put up im-
pressive numbers the last two 
weeks, including 202 yards 
rushing and three touchdowns 
against Vincent Memorial two 
weeks ago and 163 yards rush-
ing and a touchdown against 
Maranatha Christian.

“They are running out of 
that shotgun veer and their 
guys up front are doing a 
great job,” Turner said about 
the Bulldogs’ offensive line. 
“I think it’s going to be a fight 
come Friday night.”

The winner of the game will 
move on to the Division IV 
semifinals and a date with the 
winner of the El Cajon Val-
ley-Mission Bay game, also 
slated for 7 p.m. on Friday at 
Mission Bay High School.

Because of her seeding, Bazua 
didn’t play until the third round 
where she defeated Ava Elleraas 
of Torrey Pines, 6-1, 6-2. Then in 
the round-of-16, Bazua downed 
Ava Lawson from Point Loma, 
6-2, 7-6 (7-2) to reach the quar-
terfinals and face Mochernak.

Vincent Memorial’s Catalina 
Uribe reached the third round 
of the tournament, beating Kris-
ten Ngo of Mira Mesa in the first 
round and Amber Mau of High 
Tech High North County in the 
second round. Uribe lost to Elina 
Shalaev of Canyon Crest Acade-
my in the third round.

The Scots’ Deborah Duarte 
also made it to the third round, 
beating Alexa Guadarrama of 
Fallbrook in the opening round 
and Hailey Halabo of Canyon 
Crest Academy in the second 
round. Duarte was eliminated by 
Amani Shah of Del Norte High in 
the third round.

Calexico High School’s Saman-
tha Alvarez made it to the second 
round of the tournament by de-
feating Marissa Roman of High 

Tech High Chula Vista in the first 
round before falling to Anahi 
Sandoval of San Diego High in 
the second round.

Southwest High’s Christine 
Murphy was beaten in the open-
ing round by Valhalla High’s Dai-
sy Dustan in a thriller, 6-4, 6-7, 
10-8.

In the doubles tournament, 
it was Vincent Memorial’s team 
of Greta Godino and Valentina 
Falla reaching the third round 
before being eliminated. Team-
mates Romina Trejo and Yvonne 
Villalobos reached the second 
round.

Southwest had three teams 
competing in the event, with all 
three falling in the first round. 
The team of Kylee Lamoure and 
Camila Gomez fell in a tough 
match, 6-4, 4-6, 10-8. The team of 
Jocelyn Gonzales and Emily Viz-
carra, as well as the team of Mad-
ison Lopez and Rianna Martinez, 
also fell in their opening matches.

For her efforts, Bazua was one 
of the 12 girls named to the All-
CIF San Diego Section Girls Ten-
nis Team. Her teammates, Duarte 
and Uribe, were named All-CIF 
honorable mention.

BAZUA
From page 5

FOOTBALL
From page 5

Sofie Irungaray. Anderson and 
Walker finished with 167 and 172 
kills, respectively, while Irung-
aray was the Vikings’ setter and 
had 663 assists on the season.

Holtville’s fifth-year head coach 
Chelsey Strahm was named the 
IVL Coach of the Year, with a big 
assist from assistant coach Mar-
iana Garewal who covered for 
Strahm while she was on materni-
ty leave.

Others on the All-IVL First 
Team are Calexico seniors 
Shanelle Gascon, Yady Zavala and 
Liah Valdez, Brawley seniors Ryan 
Dickerson and Kamryn Rodri-
guez and Imperial senior Brooke 
Caldera.

Earning a spot on the All-IVL 
Second Team was Holtville ju-
nior Kalli Strahm, Imperial senior 
Bella Alvarado, Imperial juniors 
Cheney Gomez and Brisa Neco-
chea and Imperial sophomore 
Andrea DeLaTrinidad, Brawley 
seniors Aly Tapia and Karissa 
Marquez and Brawley freshman 
Breanna Rebollar, Calexico senior 
Perla Lomeli and Southwest ju-

nior Heidi Madueno.
In the Desert League, Central 

Union High junior Helaina Bout-
well was named Player of the Year 
as she led the Spartans to a perfect 
9-0 DL record and the CIF-San 
Diego Section Division V cham-
pionship.

Boutwell was joined on the 
All-DL First Team by teammates, 
sophomores Danica Acosta and 
Camila Munguia and freshman 
Annika Salcido. Also on All-DL 
First Team is Palo Verde Valley 
of Blythe seniors Hadley Phipps, 
Laura Tellez and Kenna Elliott, 
Vincent Memorial Catholic senior 
Janissa Romero and junior Naile-
ah Romero and Calipatria senior 
Alyssa Singh.

The All-DL Second Team is 
made up of Central junior Maile 
Padilla, sophomore Katia Mejia 
and freshman Janelle Thomas, 
Palo Verde Valley sophomores 
Morgan Nicklaus, Charlotte Dag-
nino and senior Savanna Smith, 
Vincent Memorial seniors Isabel-
la Gonzales and Daniela Ye and 
sophomore Karime Badilla, and 
Calipatria junior Aylen Castro.

Central coach Kristina Bird was 
voted DL Coach of the Year.

VOLLEYBALL
From page 5

Holtville High School sophomore Jasmine Garewal (9) was named Imperial Valley 
League Player of the Year after leading the Vikings to an 8-0 record and the IVL 
championship. | CATHI PHILLIPS LARIOS PHOTO

Calexico High School senior Liah Valdez (8) earned All-Imperial Valley League First 
Team honors for her play this season. Her teammates Shanelle Gascon and Yady 
Zavala were also named to the All-IVL First Team. | CAMILO GARCIA JR. PHOTO

NOTICE OF FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT AND 
NOTICE OF INTENT TO REQUEST RELEASE OF FUNDS

November 11, 2021

City of Holtville
Planning Department
121 West 5th Street
Holtville, CA 92250
(760) 356-1863

This notice shall satisfy two separate but related procedural requirements for activities to be undertaken by the City
of Holtville.

REQUEST FOR RELEASE OF FUNDS

On or about November 26, 2021, the City of Holtville will submit a request to the California Department of Housing
and Community Development (HCD) for the release of Home Investment Partnership Program (HOME) funds under
Title II of the Cranston-Gonzales National Affordable Housing Act of 1990 as amended, to undertake a project known
as the Sunset Rose Senior Apartments Project (proposed project), for the purpose of the construction of a 32-unit
affordable housing complex. 

The project site is located at 704 East 3rd Street in the City of Holtville, California. The project site consists of approx-
imately 2.06 acres of the 5.29-acre parcel, identified by Assessor's Parcel Number (APN) 045-330-033 The project
site is undeveloped except for a mobile home and associated garage. Surrounding existing land uses include unde-
veloped land to the north, single-family residences to the north and west, and agricultural land to the east and south.
The City of Holtville General Plan designates the site as Medium Density Residential (MDR) and the site is zoned
Mobile Home Park (R-4).

The proposed project would include the development of one, two-story garden-style, elevator-served residential
building consisting of 32 apartments for seniors 55-years and older. The units would consist of 26 613-square foot
(sf) one-bedroom units and six 805-sf two-bedroom units, including one two-bedroom manager's unit. All of the units
would be affordable to households with incomes at or below the 50 and 60 percent annual median income (AMI) lev-
els. In addition, the proposed project would include community areas and facilities including, but not be limited to, a
community room, kitchen, computer area, exercise room, laundry facilities, community garden, bocce ball court, pic-
nic areas, and a dog park. The project would include 47 parking stalls.

The total development cost is projected to be $12,539,328, $5,720,330 of which would be funded through HUD's
HOME program administered through the HCD, $5,718,998 from Tax Credit Equity, and $1,100,000 from a
Permanent Loan. 

FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT

The City of Holtville has determined that the project will have no significant impact on the human environment.
Therefore, an Environmental Impact Statement under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969 is not
required. The Environmental Assessment (EA) and additional project information is contained in the Environmental
Review Record (ERR), available upon request at the City of Holtville Planning Department located at 121 West 5th
Street in Holtville, CA 92250, or on the City's website at: http://www.holtville.ca.gov/news .php

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Any individual, group, or agency disagreeing with this determination or wishing to comment on the project may sub-
mit written comments to Nicholas Wells, Certifying Officer, City Manager, at the City of Holtville. All comments
received by November 25, 2021 will be considered by the City prior to authorizing submission of a request for release
of funds. Commenters should specify which part of this Notice they are addressing.

ENVIRONMENTAL CERTIFICATION 

The City of Holtville certifies to HCD that Nicholas Wells, City Manager at the City of Holtville, in his capacity as
Certifying Officer consents to accept the jurisdiction of the Federal Courts if an action is brought to enforce respon-
sibilities in relation to the environmental review process and that these responsibilities have been satisfied. HCD's
approval of the certification satisfies its responsibilities under NEPA and related laws and authorities, and allows the
City of Holtville to use HOME funds.

OBJECTIONS TO RELEASE OF FUNDS

HCD will accept objections to the Responsible Entity's (RE) Request of Release of Funds and Environment
Certification for a period of fifteen days following the submission date specified above or the actual receipt of the
request (whichever is later) only if they are on the following bases: (a) the certification was not executed by the cer-
tifying officer of the RE; (b) the RE has omitted a step or fail to make a determination or finding required by HUD
regulation at 24 CFR Part 58 or by CEQ regulation 40 CFR 1500-1508, as applicable; (c) the RE has omitted one or
more steps in the preparation, completion or publication of the Environmental Assessment or Environmental Impact
Statement per 24 CFR subparts E,F or G of Part 58, as applicable; (d) the grant recipient or other participant in the
development process has committed funds for undertaken activities not authorized by 24 CFR Part 58 before release
of funds and approval of the environmental certification; (e) another Federal, State or local agency has submitted a
written finding that the project is unsatisfactory from the standpoint of environmental quality. Objections must be pre-
pared and submitted in accordance of the required procedures (24 CFR Part 58, Sec. 58.76) and shall be addressed to
Janice L. Waddell, Federal Programs Branch Chief, at NEPAComments@hcd.ca.gov, California Department of
Housing and Community Development, Division of Federal Financial Assistance, 2020 West El Camino Avenue Suite
200, Sacramento, CA 95833. Potential objectors should contact HCD to verify the actual last day of the objection peri-
od.

Nicholas Wells
City Manager, City of Holtville, and NEPA Certifying Officer

Legal 9080                                        Publish: Nov. 11, 2021
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PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING
AGENDA

COUNTY OF IMPERIAL

JIM MINNICK, DIRECTOR

HEARING DATE: NOVEMBER 18, 2021 AT 9:00 A.M.
HEARING LOCATION: 940 MAIN STREET, BOARD ROOM, EL CENTRO, CALIFORNIA
9:00 A.M. ROLL CALL
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF OCTOBER 27, 2021 MEETING

PUBLIC HEARINGS: Planning Commission Meeting Live Video/Audio Streaming Link
http://imperial.granicus.com/ViewPublisher.php?view_id=2. Through the guidance of our Public Health
Officer, California Department of Public Health and the California Governor's Office, in order to minimize the
spread of the COVID-19 virus, we are following these recommendations: 1. You are strongly encouraged to lis-
ten to the live audio and video stream of the Planning Commission meetings at the link mentioned above. 2.
Should you wish to provide public comment on a specific item on the agenda and/or general public comment,
please submit your comment via email to the Planning Commission clerk at icpdscommentletters@co.imperi-
al.ca.us no later than 2:00 p.m. on the Tuesday prior to the Planning Commission meeting.  If you are planning
to attend the Planning Commission meeting in person you will be required to maintain appropriate social dis-
tancing i.e. maintain a six-foot distance between yourself and other individuals. All supporting documentation
is available for public review in the office of the Planning & Development Services Department located at 801
Main Street, El Centro, Ca. 92243 during regular business hours, 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday,
excluding holidays. The environmental documentation is also available at www.icpds.com. Please remember to
shut off all cell phones, or electronic devices upon entering the Board Chambers.

The public will have an opportunity to speak to any agenda item when the Chairman opens the matter to the
public to discussion and before action is taken. The Chairman will determine the order of speaking and
unless the Chairman grants more or less time, the speaker's limit is 3 minutes on each agenda item. Please
read and complete a speaker form at the podium prior to the start of the meeting. The Chairperson will call
on you to speak when your item is called.

1.

2.

Actions:
a.   Make the finding that the project is categorically exempt from CEQA under Government Code 15305

and that no further Environmental documentation is necessary;
b.   Find that Lot Line Adjustment #00322 is consistent with applicable zoning, State Laws, and County

Building Ordinances; and
c. Make the findings and approve Lot Line Adjustment #00322, subject to the conditions.

3.

Actions:
a.   Adopt the Negative Declaration by finding that the proposed project would not have a significant

effect on the environment as recommended at the Environmental Evaluation Committee held on
September 9, 2021;

b.  Make the De Minimus findings as recommended at the September 9, 2021 EEC hearing that the 
project will not individually or cumulatively have an adverse effect on Fish and Wildlife resources, as
defined in Section 711.2 of the Fish and Game codes; and,

c.   Adopt the resolutions and supporting findings, approving Conditional Use Permit (CUP) #21-0009
subject to all the conditions, and authorize the Planning & Development Services Director to sign the
CUP contract upon receipt from the permittee.

4.

Actions:
a.   Adopt the "Negative Declaration", Findings and Resolution and any comments received have been

completed pursuant to Govt. Code, Section 15070, et. seq. and the County's "Rules and Regulations to
Implement CEQA, as Amended" and that there are no significant effects; 

b.  Make the De Minimus finding that the projects will not individually or cumulatively have an adverse
effect on Fish and Wildlife Resources, as defined In Section 711.2 of the Fish and Game Codes; and

c.  Approve Conditional Use Permits #21-0016 for a Cannabis Adult Use Storefront with delivery, subject
to conditions of approval and authorize the Planning & Development Services Director to execute the
CUP Agreements.

5a.

Actions:
a. Recommend to Board of Supervisors to adopt the Addendum to the Final EIR (SCH #2017121078) for

the Laurel 2 North and South Solar Farms Project; and
b. Recommend to Board of Supervisors to approve the attached Codified Ordinance with Findings for

Zone Change #21-0002 modifying APNs 051-300-036-000, 051-300-035 & 051-300-032-000 to "A-3
RE (Heavy Agriculture with Renewable Energy)"; and

c. Recommend to the Board of Supervisors to adopt the Ordinance modifying Division 25, Chapter 40. 

5b.

Actions:
a. Recommend to Board of Supervisors to approve the Conditional Use Permit #21-0013, subject to all of

the conditions of approval and authorize the Planning and Development Services Department to sign
the CUP and record the Conditional Use Permit; and

b. Recommend to the Board of Supervisors to approve the Resolution with Findings for Conditional Use
Permit #21-0013. 

5c.

Actions:
a.   Recommend to Board of Supervisors to approve the Conditional Use Permit #21-0014, subject to all

of the conditions of approval and authorize the Planning and Development Services Department to  
sign the CUP and record the Conditional Use Permit; and

b.  Recommend to the Board of Supervisors to approve the Resolution with Findings for Conditional Use
Permit #21-0014.

5d.

Actions:
a.   Make the finding that the project is categorically exempt from CEQA under Government Code

15305 and that no further Environmental documentation is necessary;
b.   Find that Lot Line Adjustment #00321 is consistent with applicable zoning, State Laws, and County

Building Ordinances; and
c.  Make the findings and approve Lot Line Adjustment #00321, subject to the conditions.

6.

Actions:
a.   Adopt the Notice of Exemption and approve the Findings of Fact that the Project is categorically

exempt from CEQA under California Code of Regulations, title 15, sections 15301, 15302, & 15061
(CEQA Guidelines), and that no further environmental review is necessary;

b.   Adopt the Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND), Errata to the MND, the Mitigation, Monitoring
and Reporting Program (MMRP) and the conditions of approval contained therein, and any com-
ments received showing that there is no substantial evidence that the Project will have a significant
effect on the environment, as recommended at the Environmental Evaluation Committee (EEC) hear-
ing on February 11, 2021;

c.  Make the De Minimus Findings, as recommended at the February 11, 2021 EEC hearing, that the
Project will not individually or cumulatively have an adverse effect on Fish and Wildlife Resources,
as defined in Section 711.2 of the Fish and Game Codes; and 

d.   Adopt the Findings and Resolution(s), approving Conditional Use Permit #19-0028, subject to all the
conditions of approval, and authorize the Planning & Development Services Department Director to    
execute the CUP agreement.

7a.

Actions:
a.   Recommend to the Board of Supervisors to approve the Resolution with Findings for Final     

Environmental Impact Report (SCH #2019120605); and
b.   Recommend to the Board of Supervisors to approve the Findings of Fact for (SCH    

#2019120605).

7b.

Actions:
a.   Recommend to the Board of Supervisors to approve the Resolution with Findings for adoption of the

Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program (MMRP).

7c.

Actions:
a.  Recommend to the Board of Supervisors to approve the Resolution with Findings for General Plan

Amendment #18-0004 to change the land use designation to Special Purpose Facility. 

7d.

Actions:
a.   Recommend to the Board of Supervisors to approve the Codified Ordinance with Findings for Zone

Change #18-0005 modifying APN 019-100-004-004 to "M-2 (Medium Industrial)"; and 
b.   Recommend to the Board of Supervisors to adopt the Ordinance modifying Division 25, Chapter 70.

7e.    

Actions:
a.   Recommend to the Board of Supervisors to approve the Conditional Use Permit #18-0025, subject to

all the conditions of approval and authorize the Planning and Development Services Department to
sign the CUP and record the Conditional Use Permit; and 

b.   Recommend to the Board of Supervisors to approve the Resolution with Findings for Conditional
Use Permit #18-0025.

7f.      

Actions:
a.   Recommend to the Board of Supervisors to approve the Conditional Use Permit #21-0001, subject to

all the conditions of approval and authorize the Planning and Development Services Department to
sign the CUP and record the Conditional Use Permit; and 

b.   Recommend to the Board of Supervisors to approve the Resolution with Findings for Conditional
Use Permit #21-0001.

For questions regarding these projects contact the above-mentioned Planner following the project.
Si usted requiere esta información en español, favor de llamar al (442) 265-1736
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Consideration of Brown Act Resolution to "Adopt resolution authorizing remote teleconference meetings
in accordance with Assembly Bill 361."

Consideration of Lot Line Adjustment #00322 as submitted by Sanayeh Investments Limited
Partnership, who proposes to move the existing boundary line between Parcel A (APN 018-170-057) and
Parcel B (APN 018-170-046) so that it follows an existing chain link fence built for Titan Solar II and
correct this encroachment. Parcel A would be reduced from approximately 598.76 Acres to 532.25 Acres.
Parcel B would be increased from approximately 185.06 Acres to 251.57 Acres. On property legally
described as Lot 3 and Lot 8 of Tract Map NO. 00988, in an unincorporated area of the County of
Imperial, State of California, according to Map on file in Book 27, Pages 8 through 13, Inclusive of Final
Maps in the Office of the County Recorder of Imperial County, Assessor's Parcel Number (s) 018-170-
046-000 & 016-170-057-000. (1791 W. Highway 78, Borrego Springs, CA 92004) (Supervisory District
# 3) [Jeanine Ramos, Planner I at (442) 265-1736 extension 1750 or via email at jeanineramos@co.impe-
rial.ca.us]. 

Consideration of Conditional Use Permit #21-0009 as submitted by AT&T California d.b.a. Pacific
Bell, who proposes to build and operate a 40-foot monopole. The project site is located at 313 E. Main
St., Niland, CA, on property identified as Assessor Parcel Number 021-073-007-000, and is further
described as the west 50 ft. of Lots 16, 17, and 18, of Block 35, within the Townsite of Niland,
(Supervisorial District #4), [Jeanine Ramos, Planner I at (442) 265-1736, extension 1750 or by email at
jeanineramos@co.imperial.ca.us].

Consideration of Conditional Use Permit #21-0016 as submitted by MOVOCAN proposes
Conditional Use Permits #21-0016 to allow for the operation for an Adult Use & Medicinal store for
sale of cannabis. MOVOCAN is proposing a 1,445 square foot Adult Use/ Medicinal cannabis retail
space with Delivery where patients can experience a safe environment. The purpose of this dispensary
will be to give this County's medical patients a place where they can find relief and safe access to medic-
inal cannabis products. MOVOCAN is expecting approx. 100 customers a day.  The delivery operations
will include 1 to 2 vehicles depending on the volume of orders. MOVOCAN will be doing business as
AROMA. The project site is located at Assessor's Parcel Number 056-282-013-000, and is further
described as Lot 37 & 38, Block 11 of the Townsite of Winterhaven (2129 Winterhaven Dr,
Winterhaven, CA) (Supervisorial District #1), [David Black, Planner IV at 442-265-1736, extension
1746 or by email at davidblack@co.imperial.ca.us. 

Consideration of Zone Change #21-0002 as submitted by 92JT 8me LLC and 32KM 8me LLC, pro-
posing a Zone Change affecting the Laurel 2 North project area (two parcels) and an additional parcel.
The intent is to rezone these three (3) parcels into A-3-RE (Heavy Agriculture with Renewable Energy)
for consistency and to avoid dual zoning. The project area is within Zone Map 40. Assessor Parcel
Numbers 051-300-036-000, 051-300-035 & 051-300-032-000, approximately 8 miles southwest of the
City of El Centro. (Supervisorial District #2), [Diana Robinson, Planning Division Manager at (442)
265-1736, extension 1751 or by email at dianarobinson@co.imperial.ca.us].

Consideration of Conditional Use Permit #21-0013 also known as Laurel 2 South as submitted by
98JT 8me LLC, within the previously-approved Laurel Cluster Solar Farm area, specifically the Laurel
Cluster Solar Farm 2 (CUP #17-0029) project area. The applicant proposes to split the recorded CUP
#17-0029 into two CUPs (CUP #21-0014 and CUP #21-0013). The project proposed a 40 MW solar
energy facility with energy (battery) storage not to exceed the 2 to 1 solar/battery ratio. It will include
all ancillary facilities and subject to all mitigation measures as per the previously approved CUP #17-
0029.  Area is 160 acres, Assessor Parcel Numbers 051-310-027 and 051-310-028, approximately 8
miles southwest of the City of El Centro, (Supervisorial District #2), [Diana Robinson, Planning
Division Manager at (442) 265-1736, extension 1751 or by email at dianarobinson@co.imperial.ca.us].

Consideration of Lot Line Adjustment #00321 as submitted by 92JT 8me LLC, proposing to recon-
figure APN 051-300-032-000 and combine a portion of said parcel with APNs 051-300-035-000 and
-036 all of which are within the Laurel 2 North project area. The proposed reconfiguration is meant
to separate the proposed project site intended for solar use from the rest of the parcel. This recon-
figuration causes dual zoning on some of the affected parcels, which is why the applicant is also
requesting a Zone Change (ZC #21-0002). On property legally described as a Portion of Section 22,
Township 16 South, Range 12 East, S.B.B.M in an unincorporated area of the County of Imperial,
in the State of California, Assessor's Parcel Number (s) 051-300-032-000, 051-300-035-000, & 051-
300-036-000, approximately 8 miles southwest of the City of El Centro. (Supervisory District # 2)
[Diana Robinson, Planning Division Manager at (442) 265-1736 extension 1751 or via email at dia-
narobinson@co.imperial.ca.us ]. 

Consideration of Conditional Use Permit #19-0028 for a Planning Commission determination as sub-
mitted by Heber Field Company, a subsidiary of Ormat Nevada Inc., proposing a fifteen (15) year
renewal for the operation of the existing Heber 1 Geothermal Energy Complex. Additionally, the pro-
posed Conditional Use Permit #19-0028 will allow for upgrades to current Heber 1 facilities, includ-
ing: decommissioning and replacement of the existing dual flash steam turbine generator and bottom-
ing units with two new Ormat Energy Converters (OECs), which will function as an Ormat Integrated
three-level unit (I3LU); conversion of the existing two OECs to an integrated two-level unit (ITLU);
the installation of ancillary equipment; and upgrades to replace aging equipment, including two new
isopentane storage tanks. All proposed upgrades will be developed within the existing Heber 1 facili-
ty and fence line. The purpose of the Repower Project is to improve operational efficiency and restore
the facility's net and gross generation to the permitted levels of 52MW (net) and 78.2MW (gross), as
previously approved under Conditional Use Permit #15-0013. Finally, the Planning Commission will
make a determination as to the approval of Findings of Fact that the Project will not have a significant
effect on the environment and is therefore categorically exempt from further CEQA review under the
Existing Facilities, Replacement/Reconstruction, and Common Sense exemptions. (Cal. Code Regs.,
tit. 15, §§ 15031, 15032, 15061.) The Commission will also consider the Project's proposed Mitigated
Negative Declaration (MND), Errata to the MND, and Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program
(MMRP), which ensure changes to the Project were evaluated and avoided by imposing Conditions of
Approval. This project is located at 875 Pitzer Road, Heber, CA. (Supervisorial District # 2). [David
Black, Project Planner at (442) 265-1736, extension 1746 or by email at
davidblack@co.imperial.ca.us].

Consideration of Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program (MMRP), as submitted by
CalEnergy (Applicant). A mitigation monitoring and reporting program for mitigation measures that
have been incorporated into or imposed upon the project to reduce or avoid significant effects on the
environment (CCR §15097). The program will be designed to ensure that these measures are carried
out during project construction and operation. The proposed project site is located at Assessor's Parcel
Number 019-100-004-000, and is further described as Section 33 Township 12 South, Range 11 East
(3301 W. Highway 86, Brawley, CA) (Supervisorial District #3), [Diana Robinson, Planning Division
Manager at 442-265-1736, extension 1751 or by email at dianarobinson@co.imperial.ca.us.

Consideration of Final Environmental Impact Report (SCH #2019120605) and Findings, as sub-
mitted by CalEnergy (Applicant). The applicant is requesting an amendment to CUP #05-0020 (CUP
Amendment #18-0025), a General Plan Amendment (GPA #18-0004), and a Zone Change (ZC #18-
0005) to facilitate expansion of the existing Desert Valley Company Monofill (DVCM) Facility for the
development of a new waste storage cell (Cell 4) and associated facilities. They are also seeking to
obtain a Water Well (CUP #21-0002) for a new on-site water well. The proposed Project would expand
the existing facility by approximately 80 acres and would provide an additional 1.3 million cubic yards
of disposal capacity. The project site is located at Assessor's Parcel Number 019-100-004-000, and is
further described as Section 33 Township 12 South, Range 11 East (3301 W. Highway 86, Brawley,
CA) (Supervisorial District #3), [Diana Robinson, Planning Division Manager at 442-265-1736, exten-
sion 1751 or by email at dianarobinson@co.imperial.ca.us.

Consideration of General Plan Amendment #18-0004 as submitted by CalEnergy (Applicant), who is
requesting a General Plan Amendment (GPA #18-0004) as part of the Desert Valley Company Monofill
Cell 4 expansion project. The intent is to change the General Plan land use designation from Recreation
and Open Space to Special Purpose Facility to match the adjacent land use with the existing landfill
facility and be able to expand. The project site is located at Assessor's Parcel Number 019-100-004-
000, and is further described as Section 33 Township 12 South, Range 11 East (3301 W. Highway 86,
Brawley, CA) (Supervisorial District #3), [Diana Robinson, Planning Division Manager at 442-265-
1736, extension 1751 or by email at dianarobinson@co.imperial.ca.us.

Consideration of Zone Change #18-0005 as submitted by CalEnergy (Applicant), who is requesting a
zone change as part of the Desert Valley Company Monofill Cell 4 expansion project. The intent is to
change the zone from S-2 (Open Space/Preservation) to M-2 (Medium Industrial) to match the adja-
cent zoning with the existing landfill facility and be able to expand. The project site is located at
Assessor's Parcel Number 019-100-004-000, and is further described as Section 33 Township 12 South,
Range 11 East (3301 W. Highway 86, Brawley, CA) (Supervisorial District #3), [Diana Robinson,
Planning Division Manager at 442-265-1736, extension 1751 or by email at dianarobinson@co.impe-
rial.ca.us. 

Consideration of Conditional Use Permit #18-0025 as submitted by CalEnergy (Applicant), who is
requesting to amend Conditional Use Permit (CUP) as part of the Desert Valley Company Monofill
Cell 4 expansion project. The current facility is permitted under CUP #05-0020 and the applicant
intends to amend the CUP to include the addition of a new waste storage (Cell 4) and associated facil-
ities. The project site is located at Assessor's Parcel Number 019-100-004-000, and is further described
as Section 33 Township 12 South, Range 11 East (3301 W. Highway 86, Brawley, CA) (Supervisorial
District #3), [Diana Robinson, Planning Division Manager at 442-265-1736, extension 1751 or by
email at dianarobinson@co.imperial.ca.us.

Consideration of Conditional Use Permit #21-0001 as submitted by CalEnergy (Applicant), who is
requesting a Conditional Use Permit (CUP) for a water well as part of the Desert Valley Company
Monofill Cell 4 expansion project. A new water well would be required to provide groundwater for use
during construction and operation of the expansion and closure of existing Cell 3. The project site is
located at Assessor's Parcel Number 019-100-004-000, and is further described as Section 33 Township
12 South, Range 11 East (3301 W. Highway 86, Brawley, CA) (Supervisorial District #3), [Diana
Robinson, Planning Division Manager at 442-265-1736, extension 1751 or by email at dianarobin-
son@co.imperial.ca.us. 

PUBLIC NOTICE

Consideration of Conditional Use Permit #21-0014 also known as Laurel 2 North as submitted by
38KM 8me LLC, within the previously-approved Laurel Cluster Solar Farm area, specifically the
Laurel Cluster Solar Farm 2 (CUP #17-0029) project area. The applicant proposes to split the recorded
CUP #17-0029 into two CUPs (CUP #21-0014 and CUP #21-0013). The project proposed a 30 MW
solar energy facility with energy (battery) storage not to exceed the 2 to 1 solar/battery ratio. It will
include all ancillary facilities and subject to all mitigation measures as per the previously approved
CUP #17-0029.  Area is 120 acres, Assessor Parcel Numbers 051-300-036 and 051-300-032-000,
approximately 8 miles southwest of the City of El Centro, (Supervisorial District #2), [Diana Robinson,
Planning Division Manager at (442) 265-1736, extension 1751 or by email at dianarobinson@co.impe-
rial.ca.us].
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PUBLIC NOTICE
PUBLIC NOTICE

Legal 9079

Published in the Holtville Tribune and Imperial Valley Weekly/Calexico Chronicle on
November 11 and November 18, 2021

NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
Leland Roger Bailey Decedent
CASE NUMBER:   EPR001072  
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors,
contingent creditors, and persons
who may otherwise be interested in
the will or estate, or both, of: Leland
Roger Bailey, aka Leland Roger
Bailey, Sr., Leland R. Bailey, and
Leland Bailey
A Petition for Probate has been filed
by: Lisa Ann Crosby, aka Lisa A.
Crosby, aka Lisa Crosby in the
Superior Court of California, County
of:  IMPERIAL
The Petition for Probate requests that
Lisa Ann Crosby, aka Lisa A.
Crosby, aka Lisa Crosby be
appointed as personal representative
to administer the estate of the dece-
dent.
The petition requests the decedent’s
will and codicils, if any, be admitted
to probate. The will and any codicils
are available for examination in the
file kept by the court.
The petition requests authority to
administer the estate under the
Independent Administration of
Estates Act. (This authority will
allow the personal representative to
take many actions without obtaining
court approval. Before taking certain
very important actions, however, the
personal representative will be
required to give notice to interested
persons unless they have waived
notice or consented to the proposed
action.) The independent administra-
tion authority will be granted unless
an interested person files an objec-
tion to the petition and shows good
cause why the court should not grant
the authority.
A hearing on the petition will be
held in this court as follows:
Date:  December 3, 2021
Time:  8:30 a.m.
Dept.  9
Address of court:
Superior Court of California, 

County of Imperial
939 West Main Street 
El Centro, CA  92243
If you object to the granting of the
petition, you should appear at the
hearing and state your objections or
file written objections with the court
before the hearing. Your appearance
may be in person or by your attorney.
If you are a creditor or a contin-
gent creditor of the decedent, you
must file your claim with the court
and mail a copy to the personal rep-
resentative appointed by the court
within the later of either (1) four
months from the date of first
issuance of letters to a general per-
sonal representative, as defined in
section 58(b) of the California
Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from
the date of mailing or personal deliv-
ery to you of a notice under section
9052 of the California Probate Code.
Other California statutes and legal
authority may affect your rights as
a creditor. You may want to consult
with an attorney knowledgeable in
California law.
You may examine the file kept by
the court. If you are a person inter-
ested in the estate, you may file with
the court a Request for Special Notice
(form DE-154) of the filing of an
inventory and appraisal of estate
assets or of any petition or account as
provided in Probate Code section
1250. A Request for Special Notice
form is available from the court
clerk.
Attorney for petitioner:
Charlotte A. Flanigan
Pinney, Caldwell & Pace
444 South Eighth Street, Suite A
El Centro, CA 92243
(760) 352-7800
Electronically Filed
Superior COurt of California,
County of Imperial
11/08/2021 at 04:09:10 PM
By: Irma De La Rosa, Deputy
Legal 6678 
Publish: Nov. 11, 18, 25, 2021

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice of Public Hearing
City of Holtville

November 1, 2021

Notice is hereby given that a public hearing will be held by the City of Holtville Planning Commission
at the date, time, and place indicated below.  The purpose of the public hearing will be to hear comments
from the public regarding the following subject:

On January 6, 2020, the Planning Commission approved a Conditional Use Permit to allow the construc-
tion of the Sunset Rose Senior Apartments project located at 704 East 3rd Street within the R-4 Mobile
Home Park Zone. AMG & Associates, LLC, applicant and property owner, submitted the Tentative Parcel
Map for review on April 8, 2021. The Tentative Parcel Map is for a minor subdivision of an existing 5-
acre lot into three parcels to accommodate the first phase of the housing project. Per the Subdivision Code
in Title 16 of the Holtville Municipal Code, the Planning Commission must review the findings of the ten-
tative map for consistency with the adopted regulations and make recommendations to the subdivder and
City Council.

The project has been reviewed in conformance with CEQA and it has been determined that the project is
exempt form CEQA per Section 15332 (Infill Development) of the CEQA Guidelines.

Planning Commission Hearing Date: November 15, 2021
Hearing Time: 5:30 PM

Hearing Location: Holtville City Hall
121 W. 5th Street

Copies of pertinent information are available for review at the City Hall during regular business hours.  If
you would like to know more about the proposed project prior to the public hearing, please contact Denise
Marin, Assistant Planner, at (760) 337-3883 or via email at dmarin@theholtgroup.net. 

Any person desiring to comment on the above project may do so in writing or may appear in person at the
public hearing. Written comments should be directed to the City Clerk, 121 West 5th Street, Holtville, CA
92250. Please reference the project name in all written correspondence. 

If you plan on attending the public hearing and need a special accommodation because of a sensory or
mobility impairment/disability, or have a need for an interpreter, please contact the City Clerk at (760)
356-3013 to arrange for those accommodations.

Legal 9076 Publish: Nov. 4, 2021

Subject: 
Tentative Parcel Map for the Sunset
Rose Senior Apartments

Location: 
704 East 3rd Street (APN 045-330-033)

PUBLIC NOTICE

BY MARCIE LANDEROS
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

EL CENTRO — Imperial 
County residents and members 
of the Board of Supervisors ques-
tioned Imperial County Public 
Health Director Janette Angulo 
and Public Health Officer Dr. Ste-
phen Munday about the safety and 
availability of new medications 
to treat COVID-19 amid rising 
positive cases and hospitalization 
rates. 

“(For) test positivity, we’re above 
the state rate, and hospitalizations, 
as you can see, we are starting to 
trend upward again,” Angulo said 

during her update on COVID 
during the Board of Supervisors 
meeting on Tuesday morning, 
Nov. 9.

Between Oct. 27 and Nov. 2, 
Imperial County had 314 new 
COVID cases and averaged 33.4 
hospitalized patients with COVID 
over a 14-day average, Angulo 
said. During that period, she add-
ed that Imperial County had 25.9 
COVID cases per 100,000 people, 
with a 10.6 percent positivity rate 
over a seven-day average. Deaths 
were at 766 since the pandemic 
began.

At one point in the discussion, 
Angulo, addressing a question 

from Imperial County Supervi-
sor Jesus Escobar, said the inten-
sive-care departments between 
the hospitals in El Centro and 
Brawley had 14 beds filled with 
COVID cases, with only four total 
ICU beds available. But she added 
that ICU bed numbers can change 
quickly.

Not all of the news was bad, 
though. Some 83.3 percent of the 
county’s population age 12 and 
older are fully vaccinated, Angulo 
shared.

Public Health officials also 
spoke about new antiviral med-
ications in development to treat 
COVID. “The good news that I 

would like to share, we have had 
a little bit of a conversation about 
the fact that there are now a cou-
ple of oral medications that are in 
the pipeline to treat COVID,” Dr. 
Munday said during the meeting. 

The two medications Munday 
referenced, Merck and Ridge-
back’s molnupiravir and Pfizer’s 
paxlovid, are both oral antiviral 
treatments that tout a 50 percent 
reduction in risk of hospitalization 
and death. Both medications are 
still in trials, so neither has come 
before the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration.

Supervisor Escobar asked Mun-
day a series of questions, including 

whether the discussed medica-
tions would work similarly to the 
way the flu is treated with Tamiflu 
and whether these drugs would be 
considered for FDA emergency 
approval and when.

Munday explained that the ini-
tial data-gathering process is labor 
intensive, saying that processes 
were not designed to assess such 
things as unvaccinated patient re-
infection rates. In answering Esco-
bar’s questions, he explained that, 
yes, the approval of these medica-
tions would be done through the 
emergency-use authorization pro-
cess, and they will be on the dock-
et for FDA review on Nov. 30. 

Residents Question Health Officials Amid COVID Surges
HEALTH
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Magistrate Working 
Out of El Centro 
Federal Court-

house is Among 10 
Biden Nominees

BY RICHARD 
MONTENEGRO BROWN

CALEXICO CHRONICLE

El Centro resident Hon. Ruth 
Bermudez Montenegro was ap-
pointed to the U.S. District Court 
for the Southern District of Cali-
fornia by President Joe Biden on 
Wednesday, Nov. 3.

Montenegro, a Democrat who is 
already serving the Southern Dis-
trict as a magistrate judge in the 
El Centro federal courthouse, was 
one of 10 federal judicial nominees 
announced by the White House.

“All of the nominees are extraor-
dinarily qualified, experienced, 
and devoted to the rule of law and 
our Constitution,” according to a 
statement from the White House 
on its website. “These choices also 
continue to fulfill the President’s 
promise to ensure that the na-
tion’s courts reflect the diversity 
that is one of our greatest assets 
as a country — both in terms of 
personal and professional back-
grounds.”

Montenegro’s nomination has 
been submitted to Congress, and 
as of Thursday, Nov. 4, she was 
awaiting a hearing before the Sen-
ate Judiciary Committee, accord-
ing to the Congressional website. 
She was selected to replace the 
Hon. John A. Houston, one of 17 
San Diego district judges.

Montenegro was appointed as 
magistrate judge on Aug. 15, 2018, 
to an eight-year term. District 

judges, who must be approved by 
a vote of the full Senate, serve for 
life.

Before ascending to a federal 
bench, Montenegro served the 
state as an Imperial County Supe-
rior Court judge twice.

She was first appointed on Feb. 
29, 2012, by Gov. Jerry Brown and 
lost her first bid for a full term, 
leaving the court in January 2103. 
However, she ran again, winning 
election in 2014 over James Smith 
and she served from 2015 to 2018.

Montenegro was first enrobed 
in 2013, where she served as fam-
ily support commissioner for two 
years.

The stately black judicial gown 
is a popular piece of attire among 
the Bermudez sisters. In addi-
tion to Montenegro, her younger 
sibling wears the robe. The Hon. 
Eran Marie Bermudez was ap-
pointed to the Imperial County 
Superior Court in 2018. Another 
younger sister, Nadia P. Bermu-
dez, is an attorney who serves 
on San Diego County Superior 
Court’s Committee on the Elimi-
nation of Bias.

Montenegro’s connection to the 
Imperial Valley runs deep. She 
attended El Centro schools, grad-
uating from Central Union High 
School in El Centro and Imperial 
Valley College in 1987.

She earned her undergrad de-
gree from Clarion University of 
Pennsylvania in 1989 and her ju-
ris doctorate from University of 
California Los Angeles School of 
Law in 1992.

She was an attorney at Hor-
ton, Knox, Carter & Foote from 
1993 to 2000, before Montenegro 

worked as director of human re-
sources for Imperial Valley Col-
lege from 2000 to 2002 and as-
sistant superintendent for human 
resources and administrative ser-
vices for the El Centro Elemen-
tary School District from 2002 
through 2011.

Montenegro worked as an as-

sistant Imperial County counsel 
from 2011-12.

She is married to Joe Monte-
negro. They have one daughter, 
Miranda, a filmmaker and pho-
tographer.

Call (760) 482-7311 or (760) 222-8799Call (760) 482-7311 or (760) 222-8799

Follow us online at: holtvilletribune.com

GOVERNMENT

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT the Imperial County Sheriff's Office Civil Division, declare that the fol-
lowing sums, held in custody having remained unclaimed in the funds hereinafter indicated for a period of over three
years will become the property of the County of Imperial on December 27, 2021 a date not less than forty five(45)
days nor more than sixty (60) days after first publication of  this notice, unless a partof interest files a claim which
must include the claimant's name, address, amount of claim, the grounds on which the claim is founded and the date,
name, amount , and heading (including numbers) shown in this publication, as per  Government Code Section 50050.
The claim must be filed with the Civil Division of the Imperial County Sheriff's Office before the date designated
hereinabove.

Payment
Warrant Check Payee/Business Name                  Date Payment Amount  
66987 Teresita Pelaez 03/10/16 $                         2.93  
67093 Jose G Jauregui 03/31/16  $                         0.12  
67779 Don Roberto Jewelers         07/28/16  $                       38.00  
68215 Edgar Martinez 10/31/16 $                         0.05  
68242 Maria Carillo 10/31/16 $                         2.32  
68295 Unifund CCR LLC 11/08/16 $                      717.20  
68326 LEGAL RECOVERY LAW Offices Inc.  11/15/16  $                       21.78  
68330 Juliana Severt 11/16/16 $                         5.00  
68400 Rebecca Ayon 11/29/16  $                       12.46  
68478 Micheal Mordah 12/14/16  $                       17.84  
68509 Deanna Tiznado 12/27/16 $                         3.30  
70307 Lorena Sanchez 09/29/17 $                         1.14  
70434 Evelia Nancy Hernandez 10/20/17 $                         0.40  
70437 Kathryn Davidson 10/20/17 $                         8.40  
70472 Hollins Law 10/25/17  $                       88.00  
70704 Hollins Law 11/27/17  $                       88.00  
70705 Isabel Littrell 11/27/17  $                     161.00  
70706 Jacqueline Suarez 11/27/17 $                         0.06  
70728 Melissa Cesena 11/27/17  $                       10.00  
70855 Ofelia R Arellano 12/14/17  $                     138.00  
71058 Eltman Eltman Law 01/17/18  $                     150.94  
71060 Geronimo Gonzalez 01/17/18  $                         1.64  
71104 Jorge G Murillo 01/18/18  $                      112.60  
71116 Gracie Romero 01/23/18  $                         0.01  
71158 Hollins Law 01/26/18    $                       88.00   
71163 Keila Rodriguez 01/26/18 $                         0.49  
71281 Melissa Cesena 02/07/18 $                       10.00  
71282 Melissa Cesena 02/07/18  $                       10.00  
71330 Anthony Fernandez 02/21/18  $                         8.14  
71351 Melissa Cesena 02/21/18 $                       10.00  
71362 Unifund 02/21/18  $                      385.51  
71470 Zaida Harlow 03/07/18  $                         0.96  
71544 Junuet E Sandoval 03/20/18  $                      236.85  
71545 Keshia Stiles 03/20/18  $                         0.61  
71593 Danneth Mireles 03/21/18 $                         0.62  
71594 PMGI, LLC 03/21/18 $                      453.19  
71597 Arturo Virgen 03/26/18 $                       50.00  
71607 Jose Niebla 03/26/18 $                         0.17  
71643 Gary Dean Lobel 03/26/18 $                       35.00  
71656 Iveth Valenzuela Diaz 03/29/18 $                     125.00  
71768 Italianos 04/17/18 $                     172.71  
72258 Antonio Alavarado 06/26/18 $                         0.64  
72280 Julian Hurtado 06/26/18  $                         0.02  
72364 Jose Torres 07/06/18 $                       33.75  
72412 Elias Rivera 07/06/18 $                       42.31  
72471 Jose Torres 07/27/18 $                         0.38  
72472 Reanna N Lopez 07/27/18  $                         0.05  
72574 Law Office of Gary J. Gough 08/08/18  $                       54.09  
72584 Reese Law Group 08/08/18  $                     119.28  
72735 Gilbert Cano Osuna 08/31/18  $                       24.00  
72998 Hollins Law 10/30/18  $                       88.00  
73009 Lobel Financial Co.. 10/30/18  $                         8.00  
73046 Bishop White Marshall & Weibel 11/09/18 $                       56.00  
73093 LEGAL RECOVERY LAW Offices Inc.  11/09/18 $                      542.00  
73144 Elias Rivera 11/14/18 $                       42.30  
73180 Hollins Law 11/21/18  $                       88.00 

Legal 6674 Publish: Nov. 4, 11, 18, 2021 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT
FILE NO.: 21-891
The following persons are con-
ducting business as: 
Halos and Tiaras
608 East 10th Street
Holtville, CA 92250
County of Imperial
Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 463
Holtville, CA 92250
Full Name of Registrants:  
Caelynn Andrea Iten Foundation
608 E. 10th Street
Holtville, CA 92250
This business is conducted by: An 
Unincorporated Association
Registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the Fictitious 
Business Name(s) listed above 
on: October 1, 2014. 

I, Marcy Bingham Declare that all 
of the information in this state-
ment is true and correct. 
Signature: Marcy Bingham, Pres-
ident
The filing of this statement does 
not of itself authorize the use in 
this State or a Fictitious Business 
Name in Violation of the Rights 
of another under Federal, State 
or Common Law. 
Filed with the Imperial County 
Clerk on: October 29, 2021. 
A new statement must be filed 
prior to the expiration date. This 
statement expires on: October 
28, 2026. 
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-Re-
corder
Virginia Wong, Deputy Clerk
Legal 9077
Publish: Nov. 4, 11, 18, 21 2021

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

CONTINUE READING AT:
 HOLTVILLETRIBUNE.COM

IV Native Hon. Ruth Montenegro Gets Presidential Nod



PAGE 12 — Thursday, November 11, 2021 

Imperial Valley College   •   380 E. Aten Road • Imperial, CA 92251   •   (760) 352-8320   •   www.imperial.edu 

 ATTEND IVC FOR 

FREE!

Free Tuition and up to $800 for  
books for all new and returning  
students attending IVC’s Winter  
and Spring 2022 Semesters!  For more information scan this QR  

 code or visit www.imperial.edu/FREE
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