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VETERANS DAY

BY MARCIE LANDEROS 
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — More than 18 
years after the combat death of Holt-
ville native U.S. Marine Cpl. Erik H. 
Silva, the Alamo River Bridge that 
serves as the entrance to his home-
town was renamed in his honor.

A sign proclaiming “Marine 
Corporal Erik H. Silva Memorial 
Bridge” to commemorate the heroic 
sacrifice he made in Operation Iraqi 
Freedom was unveiled in a ceremo-
ny at Earl Walker County Park in 

Holtville on Friday morning, Nov. 
12, just one day after Veterans Day.

“I heard a saying that says a man 
dies twice, right? It’s like once, 
when his soul leaves his body, but 
then again when his name is for-
gotten, so Erik gets to skip one of 
those,” said Nathaniel Donnelly, 
who served with Silva in Iraq. “The 
name of this bridge is going to go 
on in perpetuity, so he’s not going 
to have to go through a second 
death, which very few people get to 
not do.”

Dignitaries Attend
Bridge Renaming
Cpl. Erik Silva’s Family Finds Closure

The El Centro Naval Air Facility Color Guard waits in front of a U.S. flag draped from the Marine Corporal Erik H. Silva Memorial Bridge 
during a bridge renaming ceremony at Earl Walker County Park near Holtville on Friday morning, Nov. 12. Silva was killed in combat in 
2003 in Iraq. | MARCIE LANDEROS PHOTOS

Air Force Airman 1st Class Skye Silva brac-
es the sign memorializing the combat death 
of her fallen uncle, Marine Cpl. Erik H. Silva, 
some 18 years after his death.

BY RICHARD MONTENEGRO BROWN
CALEXICO CHRONICLE

EL CENTRO — In case Imperial County residents 
forget there is an ongoing pandemic, numerous mem-
bers of the public, including state and federal offi-
cials, at several events late last week were exposed to 
COVID-19 thanks to everyone’s favorite singing su-
pervisor, Raymond Castillo.

District 5 Supervisor Castillo announced his status 
off-handedly during the Imperial County Board of 
Supervisors meeting on Tuesday, Nov. 16, where he 
was teleconferencing from his Holtville home while in 
quarantine after testing positive for novel coronavirus.

“On a side note, Friday (Nov. 12), I wasn’t feeling 
well. I went to the doctor — well, the hospital — and 
I was tested for it and found out I had COVID-19. 
And that’s why I’m not here this morning (Tuesday) 
because I’ll be in quarantine for the next couple of 
weeks,” Castillo said during the county board meeting.

Supervisor Castillo 
Exposes Many to 
COVID at Events

District 5 Imperial County Supervisor Ray Castillo plays his guitar 
and sings during the Alamo River Bridge renaming ceremony to 
commemorate slain Marine Cpl. Erik Silva on Friday morning, Nov. 
12, when Castillo was feeling ill. Later that day he was informed he 
tested positive for COVID-19. He exposed numerous people at that 
event and two others two days earlier. | MARCIE LANDEROS PHOTO
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See BRIDGE, PAGE 8
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BY MARCIE LANDEROS 
AND JULIO MORALES
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — Imperial County 
officials approved a plan to address 
sewage spills from the wastewa-
ter system serving Barbara Worth 
Country Club, but rumors that it was 
linked to the Holtville-area hotel’s use 
as a COVID quarantine site for asy-

lum seekers is only partly to blame.
“The sewer system is designed that 

the hotel and restaurant only meet 
half of its capacity, so it’s only half of 
the problem,” Imperial County Pub-
lic Works Director John Gay said on 
Tuesday, Nov. 16. “Even if the hotel 
and restaurant weren’t there at all, 
we would still have these problems to 
fix.” 

It wasn’t immediately clear on 

Wednesday morning, Nov. 17, 
whether the Ramada by Wyndham 
at the Barbara Worth Country Club 
was still being used to temporarily 
house those undocumented migrants 
who are seeking asylum in the Unit-
ed States, but the hotel is listed as not 
having any lodgings available through 
the Ramada by Wyndham website or 
a phone-assisted reservation system.

LOCAL

County OKs Plan for Barbara Worth Sewer Spills

See SEWER SPILLS, PAGE 6

COUNTY

BY MARCIE LANDEROS 
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

EL CENTRO — Imperi-
al County Executive Offi-
cer Tony Rouhotas Jr.’s an-
nouncement that he will not 
seek a new contract at the 
end of the year has brought 
of swell of emotions among 
the county Board of Super-
visors.

“Clearly I’m saddened 
by his pending departure. 
Tony has served as CEO during one of the most diffi-
cult and volatile times affecting the US and the world, 
caused by a virus named COVID-19,” District 5 Su-
pervisor Ray Castillo said in an email Tuesday night, 
Nov. 16.

County CEO 
Tony Rouhotas
to Leave Post
Supversiors Saddened 

by Impending Departure

ROUHOTAS

See ROUHOTAS, PAGE 4

SOPH 2ND AT IVL FINALS
See SPORTS, PAGE 5
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BY MARCIE LANDEROS 
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

EL CENTRO — Carlos Zara-
goza and his brother, Sgt. Victor 
Zaragoza, were both “in country,” 
serving in the U.S. Army when 
Victor was killed in action on 
Feb. 20, 1970. It’s a painful mem-
ory that haunts the Zaragoza clan 
to this day.

“Some people in my family 
don’t even want to talk about it 
because it’s still too close, it was 
just like it happened yesterday,” 
said Zaragoza, a Holtville res-
ident and commander of the 
American Legion Bradley-Keffer 
Post 138, of his brother’s death 
during an interview on Wednes-
day, Nov. 10.

Carlos Zaragoza was among 
a number of Gold Star families 
gathered for a special ceremony 
at the AV Wall: The Mobile Viet-
nam Memorial Wall in El Cen-
tro’s Bucklin Park, which arrived 
on Wednesday and will be in 
town through Monday morning, 
Nov. 15, for numerous Veterans 
Day-related community and pri-
vate remembrances.

“It brings back memories, I 
think, for anybody who has a 
battle date or a brother that was 
killed in action; it’s never far from 
you. It’s always with you. You 

don’t dwell on it, but it doesn’t es-
cape your consciousness,” Zara-
goza said of the seeing the half-
scale Vietnam Memorial Wall.

Victor Zaragoza’s name is on 
mobile wall, just as it is on the 
full-size memorial in Washing-
ton, D.C., inscribed on “Pan-
el 13w, Line 39,” an emotional 
commemoration to the infantry 
platoon sergeant’s sacrifice. Sgt. 
Zaragoza, who was part of the 
101st Airborne Division, 2nd 
Battalion, 501st Infantry, A Co., 
died from hostile small arms fire 
in Thua Thien province, South 
Vietnam.

The Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Post 3905 helped bring the mo-
bile wall to El Centro with the 
support of the city of El Centro 
and other organizations, and the 
first event held on Wednesday 
was meant to bring closure and 
healing some 50 years later to 
surviving Gold Star families, vet-
erans, and members of the com-
munity affected by the Vietnam 
War.

The ceremony included an in-
vitation to those gathered to help 
assemble the mobile wall, which 
is visiting from its home base of 
Lancaster, California.

“Though these Gold Star fam-
ilies for over 50 years have had 
people say they’re sorry, they give 
their condolences. It doesn’t take 
away from the emptiness of their 
hearts of losing their loved ones,” 

Pete Mallinger, pastor of Calvary 
Chapel in El Centro and a VFW 
member, said during the opening 
invocation of the ceremony. 

For these Gold Star families, or 
families who have lost someone 
who served during military ser-
vice, the memorial and ceremo-
ny was an emotional experience 
even after all these years. The cer-
emony began with a procession 
that traveled throughout the city 
of El Centro, going by schools 
within city limits. Students of all 

ages left their classrooms to stand 
by their school fences so they 
could see and wave to those in the 
procession.

The caravan was led by a ve-
hicle towing a trailer housing 
the unbuilt memorial and was 
followed by dozens of motorcy-
cles driven by a mix of law en-
forcement and veterans through 
the American Legion Riders and 
Patriot Guard Riders, among 
others. There were also vehicles 
of various government and law 

enforcement groups following up 
behind the motorcycle caravan.

The procession ended at Buck-
lin Park, where the memorial 
would be empaneled on a foun-
dation built earlier in the week by 
the VFW, the city and volunteers.

“This morning’s procession … 
was an incredible tribute to your 
loved ones. I have never seen a 
community so appreciative of a 
team of people riding through. 
It was absolutely incredible,” said 
Stacia Nemeth, treasurer of board 
of directors of the AV Wall: The 
Mobile Vietnam Memorial Wall, 
during the ceremony. “So please, 
I hope you feel the love of this 
morning event and the Mobile 
Vietnam Memorial Wall.”

Once everyone was in their 
seats, under a canopy in front of 
the base of where the wall would 
be assembled, the VFW began 
honoring the Gold Star families, 
calling them up one at a time to 
present them with a certificate 
from the Department of Defense. 
All who were there had lost loved 
ones in Vietnam.

The VFW also honored “Battle 
Buddies,” or veterans who lost 
someone who they served beside 
during the war, with their own set 
of certificates.

After the ceremony ended, 
Gold Star families and Battle 
Buddies were invited to carry the 
panels with their family member 
or friends’ names to the wall to 
have it assembled.

“Thanks and honor to you and 
your families for the service and 
sacrifice. Your veteran answered 
our nation’s call and proudly 
served in the footsteps of previ-
ous generations of American ser-
vicemen and women,” said Augie 
Anderson, Gold Star ambassador 
with the AV Wall.

“It is the privilege to present 
you with a certificate of honor 
and recognition of the patrio-
tism, service, sacrifice of your 
husband, wife, son, daughter, sis-
ter, brother, and family. I have a 
brother on the wall. I was 12 years 
old when he was killed in action,” 
Anderson, of Apple Valley, said. 
“And seeing his wall put up every 
year, it helped my healing after 50 
years of him being in the grave.”

The ceremony and the memo-
rial meant so much more to the 
surviving veterans than simply 
honoring those who were lost, 
Zaragoza said. Due to the polit-
ical environment at the end of 
the Vietnam War, many veterans 
found themselves without the 
support that is more common-
place today.

“I think it’s a great honor for the 
families, especially for the Viet-
nam vets, because of the way that 
we were treated during the course 
of the war. It was an unpopu-
lar war, and then the public or 
many people more like it, started 
blaming the soldiers themselves,” 
Zaragoza said after the ceremony. 
“And when we came back, when 
we came out of the military, we 
had to just try to blend back into 
society. And after having been in 
the military, you don’t ever quite 
do it. Your hair is shorter, you act 
different. You feel different. But 
that was then. This is now.

“I think we’ve gotten far away 
from blaming such wars on our 
military instead of to blame … 
These are placed on the politi-
cians that get us into these God-
forsaken wars that have no objec-
tive or no end,” he added.

About 2.7 million American 
men and women served in Viet-
nam, with 58,220 of them never 
returning home. The ones who 
did return often were faced with 
societal rejection, discrimination, 
and for some even violence. This 
period also marked the first time 
in which the United States failed 
to welcome its veterans as they 
returned home from war. 

“I never got my welcome home 
ceremony,” said Joe Noriega, a 
VFW Post 3905 member and 
Vietnam Veteran. “This is my 
welcome home ceremony.”
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VETERANS DAY

Vietnam Wall Replica Helps Heal Gold Star Families, Battle Buddies

Volunteers from the Veterans of Foreign Wars Post Post 3905 work alongside AV Wall: Mobile Vietnam Memorial Wall staff 
to assemble the wall after a Gold Star families ceremony for locals killed in the Vietnam War. The wall will be at Bucklin 
Park in El Centro for events and visitors through Monday morning, Nov. 15. | MEGAN JONES PHOTOS

AV Wall Secretary, Linda Willis presents an emotional Carlos Zarazoga a Gold Star 
Certificate in honor of his brother, Sgt. Victor Zarazoga, who was killed in action 
on February 20, 1970, in South Vietnam. Zaragoza, a Vietnam veteran himself and 
post commander of the American Legion in Holtville, was among several Gold Star 
families at a ceremony at Bucklin Park in El Centro on Wednesday, Nov. 10.
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BY JULIO MORALES
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

EL CENTRO — Whoever 
stole a pair of knives belonging 
to Vietnam veteran Leonardo 
Siqueiroz from a display booth 
at the Mobile Vietnam Memorial 
Wall at Bucklin Park likely didn’t 
know or care about their signifi-
cance to him.

The pair of knives included 
a Ka-Bar knife and a bayonet 
whose handle was carved with 
his initials, and which was once 
affixed to the M-14 rifle he was 
issued by the U.S. Marine Corps 
for his second combat tour in the 
early 1970s.

The items, along with a small 
replica of a statue of service 
members installed at the Vietnam 
Memorial in Washington, D.C., 
were stolen in the early-morning 
hours of Thursday, Nov. 11 from 
the booth the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Post 3905 set up at Bucklin 
Park as part of the visiting AV 
Wall: The Mobile Vietnam Me-
morial Wall.

“As a veteran, they meant a lot 
to me because I had them for 50 
years,” the 73-year-old Imperial 
resident said. “I know I’m not go-
ing to get them back but whoever 
took them I hope they take care 
of them.”

As part of its sponsorship of 
the mobile memorial wall, the 
Imperial-based VFW Post 3905 
has had some of its members re-
main onsite overnight at Bucklin 
Park since the memorial’s instal-
lation on Tuesday, Nov. 9.

The VFW post also set up a 
shaded canopy that contains nu-
merous Vietnam War memora-
bilia that its members have on 
display, and which allow them to 
explain the items’ significance to 
the public.

Siqueiroz said he believes that 
one or two individuals snuck un-
detected into the shaded canopy 
in the wee hours of the night, ran-
sacked the war memorabilia and 
made off with his personal items 
while some of the VFW members 
were congregated nearby.

“I think we already know who 
they are because we took pic-
tures,” he said, referring to a pair 
of apparently homeless individ-

uals who were asked to leave the 
premises on a prior occasion.

Siqueiroz was a 145-pound 
17-year-old when he decided to 
volunteer for the U.S. Navy in 
1967. It seemed like the only fea-
sible option he had as someone of 
Mexican heritage who didn’t par-
ticularly like school or working in 
the fields.

He remained with the Navy for 
six years and served as a techni-
cian. Part of his tour included 
being stationed near Da Nang, 
Vietnam. After being discharged 
from the Navy, Siqueiros said he 
toughed it out as a civilian for 
about a year, which was mostly 
spent drinking, before deciding 
to volunteer for the U.S. Marine 
Corps.

“The reason we went back was 
because they didn’t want us here,” 
he said. “They called us ‘baby kill-
ers.’”

He again returned to the Da 
Nang area, this time as a machine 
gunner with the 1st Marine Divi-
sion.  

“At the time they had the bud-
dy-buddy system,” Siqueiroz said. 
“We made it back together, but 
we lost some of the guys from the 
Valley.”

All told, some 33 Valley res-
idents died in Vietnam, he said. 
Their names and pictures adorn 
individual binders that VFW 
Post 3905 compiled and have on 
display inside their canopy. The 
binders also contain the individ-
uals’ personal and military infor-
mation, as well as any commen-
dations they may have received 
during the war.

The native of Guanajuato, Mex-
ico said he has always considered 
himself Mexican and American, 
and his time in the service only 
strengthened those feelings of 
identity. Another source of pride 
for him is the fact that about 
80 percent of VFW Post 3905’s 
membership is also of Mexican 
heritage.

“When we started our post, 
we used to call ourselves ‘Ren-
egades,’ so we didn’t follow the 
(dress) protocols,” he explained, 
referring to the replica green 
jungle fatigue jacket, boonie hat, 
denim pants and jungle boots 
they would wear for events and 

funerals. 
A picture of some of the post’s 

members is hung in the service 

organization’s canopy at Bucklin 
Park. Siqueiroz pointed out those 
who have passed in recent years, 

including a couple from illnesses 
related to Agent Orange.  

“A lot of us, we’re dying,” he 
said.

Members of the post have also 
generously contributed some of 
their Vietnam War memorabilia 
to a display at Pioneers’ Muse-
um in Imperial. Siqueiroz, too, 
has some of his items on display 
there, as well as at his home.

If the items are located and re-
turned, Siqueiroz told Roy Dor-
antes that he would not press 
charges (see video below). El 
Centro City Council member 
Martha Cardenas-Singh said 
in the video that anyone with 
knowledge or possession of the 
items can return them to the park 
or call El Centro City Hall.

The items have strong sen-
timental value and the theft of 
Siqueiroz’s statue and knives is 
not likely to be forgotten soon. “It 
still hurts,” he said.

LOCAL NEWS

GILGAR | NOVEMBER 15, 2021
 Gun Charge Dropped Against Rittenhouse

POLICE BRIEFS

GILGAR

IMPERIAL COUNTY — The 
following reports were collected 
from the Imperial County Sher-
iff ’s Office call logs from Nov. 10 
through Nov. 14.

WEDNESDAY, NOV. 10
3:43 p.m.: Deputies were dis-

patched to a residence on Heber 
Avenue in Heber after receiving 
reports of a domestic dispute in-
volving a female subject with a 
machete chasing a male subject.

7:16 p.m.: A resident of Sixth 
Street in Heber reported that 
two small dogs he found inside 
his residence were trying to bite 
him. The caller advised that he 
didn’t know how the dogs got 
into his home.

THURSDAY, NOV. 11
7:35 a.m.: Bloom to Box Crop 

Care Inc., near Brawley, reported 
the theft of 80 gallons of diesel 
from the business.

1:41 p.m.: Deputies respond-
ed to Niland for reports of a sui-
cidal subject with a knife.

11:45 p.m.: A resident in 
Salton City called deputies to 
report seeing movement in the 
bushes on the side of his house 
while taking out the trash. Dep-
uties checked the area and dis-
covered that the movement was 
a piece of styrofoam hitting 
against the wall.

SATURDAY, NOV. 12
8:58 a.m.: Deputies responded 

to the Salton City area for reports 
of an off-road accident involving 
a 60-year-old male who was un-
conscious and barely breathing 
with injuries to his face and pos-
sible broken legs.

11:33 a.m.: The Brawley Police 
Department requested assistance 

from deputies for traffic control 
after a semi truck was involved 
in a roll-over accident and leaked 
hydraulic fluid onto the roadway.

SUNDAY, NOV. 13
7:52 a.m.: Cecile Booth was 

cited for driving 79 mph on In-
terstate 8 at Winterhaven Road. 
Booth told deputies that she was 
speeding because she was on her 
way to visit her husband in jail 
and was running late.

10:38 a.m.: Deputies were 
called to the Chevron station on 
Sidewinder Road in Winterhav-
en after a woman who had been 
panhandling in the area refused 
to leave the store. The subject was 
described as a Hispanic woman 
with a face tattoo wearing a black 
vest and black pants, carrying a 
banjo with a knife hanging off 
her hip.

4:23 p.m.: Deputies respond-
ed to Senator’s Wash in Winter-
haven for reports of a boating 
accident involving three jetskis 
colliding with a boat. One pa-
tient reported pain to his hands, 
shoulder and chest and was 
bleeding from his hand.

1:32 a.m.: A Salton City res-
ident called deputies to report 
that his girlfriend and her family 
had forcibly taken him to Mex-
icali at gunpoint and left him 
there in August of 2020.

SUNDAY, NOV. 14
2:05 p.m.: Deputies responded 

to South Marina Drive in Salton 
City for reports of a male subject 
masturbating near the outdoor 
seating area of the Chevron sta-
tion. The man was described as 
having a beard and wearing a 
green shirt and green and brown 
shorts.

A small replica of a statue of service members installed at the Vietnam Memorial 
in Washington, D.C., and a Ka-Bar knife and a bayonet whose handle was carved 
with his initials (right rear of photo) were stolen from a display of Vietnam War 
memorabilia set up at Bucklin Park in El Centro in the early-morning hours of 
Thursday, Nov. 11. The items, which are shown on Wednesday morning, Nov. 10, as 
the AV Wall: Mobile Vietnam Memorial Wall was being installed at the park, were 
the personal mementos of Vietnam veteran Leonardo Siqueiroz, 73, of Imperial, a 
member of the Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 3905. | MEGAN JONES PHOTO

VETERANS DAY

Vietnam Vet Laments Theft of War Memorabilia
Leonardo Siqueiroz Had Two Knives, Small Statue 

Stolen from Bucklin Park in El Centro Overnight
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BY KATHERINE RAMOS
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

BRAWLEY — The Cattle Call 
Parade marched down Main 
Street in Brawley on Saturday 
morning, Nov. 13 to the cheers 
of a crowd that appeared as big if 
not bigger than those in the past.

Eight-year-old Emmie Bonesi 
was sitting on the curb in front 
of the Brawley Boost Mobile 
store with her family, eyes wide 

like the other kids with her, as 
she watched parade floats, bands, 
horses, and more roll by.

“I just feel so happy!” Emmie 
said.

Closer to Plaza Park, 5-year-
old Amiee Ramirez was with her 
family waiting for the parade to 
get to their section, taking part in 
a quick chalk-drawing activity on 
Main Street.

“I’m excited for the horses and 
cowboys,” Amiee said. “I just love 
the horses.”

Amiee and Emmie were two of 
the hundreds of children await-
ing the Cattle Call Parade, which 
a year earlier saw a much smaller 
virtual version with few people 
in attendance. It was clear by the 
numbers of people that packed 
sidewalks, filled bleachers in the 
Plaza, and stood shoulder to 
shoulder that this year’s parade 
appeared to be one of the best-at-
tended in years.

Some 105 entries were among 
this year’s lineup from different 
groups in the Imperial Valley. 
The Brawley bands played the 
familiar drum beat from football 
games. The Cattle Call queen’s 
court waved from horseback 
as its rode past in style waving 
crowds.

Even the Fiesta Tortillas truck 
was back at it, tossing tortillas to 
the crowd.

Eirania Jaramillo brings her 
children out for the parade every 
year, continuing the tradition. 

She said she had been telling her 
son the night before to be ready 
and he had been super excited.

“Now that I have my kids, I like 
to bring my kids out to see the 
horses, the bands, everything, 
and then the rodeo after,” Jara-
millo said.

Jeremy Wyatt grew up in 
Brawley and experienced Cattle 
Call his whole life. Though he 
now lives in El Centro, he came 
out to the parade to introduce it 
to friends and the younger chil-
dren in his family. He reminisced 
on times when he was the one 
sitting on the curb, riding the 
floats, and chasing people who 
were handing out candy along 
the route.

“It is a tradition, it’s nostalgia, 
it brings up memories of child-
hood,” Wyatt said. “When I was 
a kid was on some of these floats, 
and now my kids are on these 
floats. So, it just brings it all back 
to family. It’s a big circle.”

Elsa Sanchez lives in Fontana, 
but she comes down to visit her 
family that is still in Brawley. All 
were watching in the back of a 
truck near the courthouse cheer-
ing loudly as the Brawley Union 
High School floats rolled by.

“We usually gather every year,” 
Sanchez said. “It feels great to get 
back to normal.”

Alexander and Andrew Uri-
arte come every year either with 
family or on their own. They 

Let's Talk About It!

WELLNESS RADIO
Tune In and Listen:

• 1230 AM, Sundays at 7 a.m.
• Stream on Demand at KXORadio.com

With Hosts Scott Dudley 
& Maria Wyatt

Do you have something you'd like 
to ask Scott and Maria? 
Send your question to 

wellnessradio@co.imperial.ca.us

www.co.imperial.ca.us/behavioralhealth
(422) 265-1525

¡Exprésate!

WELLNESS RADIO
¡Escuche!

• 1230 AM
• Transmitir a pedido en KXORadio.com

Con Anfitriona 
Dalia Pesqueira 

Si le gustaria tener respuesta a su 
pregunta en el programa, envie un 

correo electronico a 
programaexpresate@yahoo.com

www.co.imperial.ca.us/behavioralhealth
(422) 265-1525

WEEK OF NOVEMBER 22

Grief During a Pandemic
Stephanie Ramirez, LCSW Licensed Clinical Social Worker, 

Supervising Therapist Children and Adolescent Services
(Originally aired on March 2021)

The pandemic has brought grief to our community. 
Lost loved ones, lost freedoms, lost opportunities, 

lost social contacts, lost practices and habits 
all have resulted from the pandemic and its 

conditions. While some of these elements may 
have restored, other losses may never restore. Join 
us as therapist Stephanie Ramirez acknowledges 

and validates the losses we’ve all suffered and 
provides both healing coping and a sense of when 
grief may be overwhelming and when support may 

be necessary for recovery.

SEMANA DEL 22 DE NOVIEMBRE

Duelo Durante una Pandemia
(Originalmente transmitido en marzo 2021)

Ana Pesqueira, LCSW Licencia Estatal en Trabajo Social Clínico
La pandemia ha traído dolor a nuestra comunidad. La 
pérdida de seres queridos, la pérdida de libertades, 

la pérdida de oportunidades, la pérdida de contactos 
sociales, la pérdida de prácticas y hábitos son el 

resultado de la pandemia y sus condiciones. Si bien 
algunos de estos elementos pueden haberse restaurado, 

es posible que otras pérdidas nunca se recuperen. 
Únase a nosotros mientras la terapeuta Ana Pesqueira 
reconoce y valida las pérdidas que todos hemos sufrido 

y brinda tanto un afrontamiento curativo como una 
sensación de cuándo el dolor puede ser abrumador 

y cuándo el apoyo puede ser necesario para la 
recuperación.

David Lee Smedley, 81, of Holtville, CA, passed away November 2nd, 2021
at El Centro Regional Medical Center, after a brief illness.

David was born in Holtville, June 24, 1940, to Bill and Helen Smedley. With
the exception of a brief period of living in Heber where the family business had
been located, David was a lifelong resident of Holtville. He attended Holtville
High, graduating in 1959. In his youth, David belonged to the Boy Scouts and

F.F.A., and as a young man he built and raced dragsters in his spare time.

A welder by trade, David was self-employed for many years in the family welding business, Smedley
and Sons Welding. In 1985 he went to work for Holly Sugar, where he worked until he retired in 2005.
Dedicated to hard work and providing for his family, the efforts of his labors were visible by the count-
less welding scars that peppered his skin.

David married Martha "Marty" Dungan, August 18th, 1972, and lovingly took on the responsibility of
raising her two young sons as his own. The family could often be found in the evening fishing along the
canals of the  Imperial Valley after David would return home from a long day at work. They also enjoyed
spending time in the sand dunes. As his sons grew older, the workshop on his property became a mecca
for his son's and their friends to repair and build their sand toys, where David could always be relied upon
to give his advice, or lend a helping hand. The sounds of metal clanging and engines revving were fre-
quently heard emanating from his shop.

After retirement, David could be found nearly every day at the various restaurants around Holtville,
socializing with his life-long friends and family. His presence and quick-wit will be deeply missed by all
that knew him.

David was proceeded in death by his wife Martha (Dungan) Smedley, son, Justin Dungan, Parents, Bill
and Helen Smedley, and two brothers-in-law, Tony Gonzales and Duane Peck. He is survived by his son
and daughter-in-law, Barry and Valerie Dungan, Murrieta, CA; two brothers and sisters-in-law, Bobby and
Jerri Smedley, Fredericksburg, TX, Donald and Remona Smedley, Holtville, CA; Four sisters and one
brother-in-law, Linda (Smedley) Bannon, San Diego, CA, Barbara (Smedley) and Richard Tucker,
Chattanooga, TN, Karen (Smedley) Gonzales, El Paso TX, Charleene (Smedley) Armendariz, Phoenix,
AZ; along with a large extended family including numerous nieces and nephews.

A private family viewing will be held Monday, November 29th, 2021, from 6 to 8pm, at Hems Brother's
Mortuary in El Centro, Ca. Graveside services will be open to all who wish to attend on Tuesday,
November 30th, 2021, at 11 am, Terrace Park Cemetary, Holtville, CA.

In lieu of flowers, the family requests contributions be made to either The Wounded Warriors or a char-
ity of your choice.

David Lee Smedley
6/24/1940 - 11/2/2021

“This pandemic has caused 
many disruptions in our soci-
ety, and overall, the whole busi-
ness community. Surviving the 
COVID pandemic has probably 
been the most difficult period ex-
perienced by everyone on planet 
Earth,” added Castillo, who him-
self is quarantining at home after 
being diagnosed with the corona-
virus on Friday, Nov. 12. “Thanks 
to Tony and our dedicated county 
employees, they have managed to 
keep government functioning.”

Rouhotas, who made the an-
nouncement to the board on 
Tuesday, was the Imperial County 
fire chief before ascending to the 
CEO position in December 2017. 
In the position, he is responsible 
for 26 departments comprised of 
more than 2,400 staff members.

“I wish he were he would be 
willing to stay longer …  He built 
a great bridge in bringing our 
community, our employees and 
the dias together (the board),” 
District 1 Supervisor Jesus Esco-
bar said on Wednesday, Nov. 17. 
Escobar is also vice chair of the 
board. “I think he did a great job 
and it’s going to be a tremendous 
loss for the county. I’m really, re-
ally saddened by the news that he 
won’t be staying on for a longer 
period of time.”

Rouhotas’ current employment 
contract ends on Dec. 31, and Es-
cobar believes that he will stay on 
to guide the county and ensure a 
smooth transition of leadership.

Rouhotas was hired as CEO 
on Dec. 30, 2017, after serving as 
fire chief and coordinator of the 
Office of Emergency Services for 
nine years. He joined the coun-
ty for the first time in 1992 as a 
reserve firefighter, where worked 
up through the ranks as a fire-
fighter/paramedic, fire captain, 
deputy fire chief/training officer, 
and assistant fire chief.

“Tony came at a time when, I 
am sure he didn’t expect it, but 
we had multiple challenges that 
occurred during his tenure, and 
it was fortunate for the county to 
have him in the role of executive 
officer during the cyberattack 
and during a pandemic,” District 
4 Supervisor Ryan Kelley said 
on Wednesday. “His history of 
emergency response was benefi-
cial to the county overall in the 
way that we responded and the 
way that we’ve been able to con-
tinue in operation.”

Rouhotas helped to guide Im-
perial County through the pro-
cess of rebuilding the Imperial 
County network systems after a 
ransomware attack in April 2019 

all but crippled the county, at 
least taking parts of the system 
offline for several weeks. Hackers 
attempted to exhort $1.2 million 
in bitcoin from the county, but 
rather than acquiesce, the Board 
of Supervisors fought back and 
rebuilt the network.

Overall, the system rebuild 
cost around $4 million but has 
prevented any further attacks to 
occur thus far. Much of the costs 
were taken up by insurance.

“He has gone through some 
really, really tough times with 
respect to balancing our budget, 
dealing with COVID, dealing 
with all the other the crises that 
had occurred throughout the last 
couple of years. And he has done 
an outstanding job,” said board 
Chair Michael Kelley, Distroct 3’s 
supervisor.

“I’m so proud of him as a pro-
fessional and as an individual and 
as a friend. I couldn’t be more 
proud of him,” Michael Kelley 
said on Nov. 17.

Rouhotas declined to be inter-
viewed for this story.

An Imperial County native 
who graduated from Brawley 
Union High School, Rouhotas 
went on to earn a bachelor’s de-
gree in business from Walden 
University, an online university 
headquartered in Minneapolis. 
Rouhotas also earned a master’s 
in emergency management from 
Columbia Southern University, a 
private online university based in 
Orange Beach, Alabama.

Four of the five supervisors 
reached for comment wished 
Rouhotas well in his future en-
deavors. District 2 Supervisor 
Luis Plancarte could not imme-
diately be reached for comment.

“The decision to step away is 
a hard choice, but you take your 
personal health and your needs, 
your family’s needs as a priority. 
I totally understand,” Ryan Kelley 
said.

None of the supervisors would 
comment on Rouhtas’ reasoning 
behind the decision.

“I wish him the absolute best. 
I’m sure his future continues to 
be bright, and he will be going 
in avenues that will satisfy him,” 
Michael Kelley said. “And yet, at 
the same time, give him an op-
portunity to serve the communi-
ty and give back.”

Castillo stated that Rouhotas’ 
“can-do attitude” was a comfort 
for the board during such a tur-
bulent juncture.

“Enjoy your much-deserved 
retirement. Best wishes for any 
future endeavors which may 
come your way,” Castillo added. 
“Tony is truly a No. 1 hero rid-
ing off into the much-deserved 
sunset.”

ROUHOTAS
From page 1

Over 100 Entries in Brawley Parade Brings Huge Crowds
REGION

One little 
cowpoke was 
particularly 
excited about 
the return of a 
full-scale Cattle 
Call Parade on 
Saturday morn-
ing, Nov. 13, 
on Main Street 
in Brawley. | 
KATHERINE 
RAMOS PHOTO

See PARADE, PAGE 11
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FOOTBALL

BY MURRAY ANDERSON
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — The 2021 Calexi-
co High School football team is the first 
team in school history to advance to the 
CIF-San Diego Section semifinals with 
its 14-12 victory over Holtville on Friday, 
Nov. 12, at Birger Field here.

The sixth-seeded Bulldogs (7-5 overall) 
will now move on to face second-seed-
ed Mission Bay High of San Diego at 7 
p.m. on Friday, Nov. 19, for the right to 
advance to the Division V championship 
game. Mission Bay blew out 10th-seeded 
El Cajon Valley, 35-7, on Friday, Nov. 12, 
and will host the semifinal contest with 
Calexico.

“It’s the playoffs and we know each week 
the competition is going to get better and 
better,” said Ernie Sanchez, the Bulldogs’ 
senior running back who had 91 yards 

rushing and a touchdown against the Vi-
kings. “We knew it was going to take all 
of us executing and doing our job to win 
this game and we were able to get it done.”

Calexico led 14-0 entering the fourth 
quarter and had to hold on after the 
third-seeded Vikings (8-3 overall) 
mounted a comeback.

Holtville scored on the first play of the 
fourth quarter when senior Payton Iten 
scored on an eight-yard touchdown run. 

The two-point conversion failed, but the 
Vikings were within a score at 14-6, with 
11:54 left in the game.

With 4:01 left in the game, Holtville got 
the ball after a Calexico punt and went 38 
yards in seven plays with senior Donovan 
Johnston finishing the drive with a six-
yard touchdown run. Trailing 14-12, the 
only option for the Vikings was to try for 
the two-point conversion.

Holtville High senior running back Donovan Johnston reaches for the end zone at the end of a 6-yard touchdown run in the fourth quarter of the Vikings’ 
14-12 loss to Calexico in the CIF-San Diego Section Division V quarterfinals at Birger Field in Holtville on Friday, Nov. 12.

The Calexico High School football team celebrates after defeating Holtville, 14-12, in the CIF-San 
Diego Section Division V quarterfinals in Holtville on Friday, Nov. 12. The Bulldogs now advance to 
the Division V semifinals for the first time in school history. | CAMILO GARCIA JR. PHOTOS

Bulldogs Bite Vikings, 14-12
2021 Calexico 

Squad is First in 
School History to 

Advance to CIF-SDS 
Semifinals

See FOOTBALL, PAGE 10

FOOTBALL

BY MURRAY ANDERSON
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

SAN DIEGO — Santa Fe Chris-
tian High of Solana Beach scored the 
game-winning touchdown with a min-
ute left to beat sixth-seeded Brawley 
Union, 38-35, in the CIF-San Diego Sec-
tion Division III quarterfinals at Torrey 
Pines High here on Friday, Nov. 12.

The Wildcats (9-3 overall) trailed 31-
21 late in the fourth quarter when junior 
quarterback Ethan Gutierrez delivered 
a 6-yard touchdown pass to Brandon 
Porras and then hit Porras for a 65-yard 
touchdown with two minutes left to give 
Brawley a 35-31 lead.

The lead didn’t last long as third-seed-
ed Santa Fe Christian (10-0 overall) won 
the game on an 11-yard touchdown pass.

Brawley led 14-13 after the first quar-
ter thanks to an Isaiah Young touchdown 
run and a Gutierrez-to-Porras touch-
down strike. Gutierrez had a touchdown 
run in the second quarter and the Wild-
cats held a 21-19 halftime lead.

The Eagles will now move on to the 
Division III semifinals and a date with 
second-seeded Mater Dei Catholic of 
Chula Vista. The game is set for 7 p.m. 
on Friday, Nov. 19, in Chula Vista.

Last-Minute 
TD Ends 
Wildcats’ 
Season
PLAYOFF ROUNDUP: 
Spartans Eliminated, 27-7, 
in Division II; Palo Verde 
Advances in Division V

The Brawley Wildcats are shown scoring a touch-
down in their CIF-San Diego Section Division II 
playoff loss to Santa Fe Christian High of Solana 
Beach on Friday, Nov. 12 in San Diego. The Wild-
cats were eliminated from the postseason, 38-
35, at Torrey Pines High. | IMAGES FROM VSN 
INSTAGRAM STORY

See PLAYOFFS, PAGE 11

BY MURRAY ANDERSON
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

SEELEY — Holtville High School 
sophomore Lilly Strahm finished second 
at the Imperial Valley League girls cross 
country finals at Sunbeam Lake Park near 
here on Saturday, Nov. 13.

Strahm, who took third at the IVL Fi-
nals during the Covid-shortened season 
in the spring, completed the 3.1-mile race 
in 20 minutes, 43.44 seconds, more than 
32 seconds behind Central Union High 
senior and overall champion Azucena 
Hernandez, who finished in 20 minutes, 
10.83 seconds.

Rounding out the top five was Braw-
ley freshman Jayden Cornejo in third 
(20:51.56), Calexico senior Belen Campos 
in fourth (20:56.64) and Southwest senior 
Sidney Garcia in fifth (21:19.84).

As for the girls team competition, Im-
perial came out on top with its first five 

runners netting 50 points. Calexico fin-
ished second with 68 points, followed by 
Central in third (74), Brawley Union (92), 
Southwest (96), Holtville (107) and Palo 
Verde Valley of Blythe (190).

In the boys race, Central was able to 

edge out Brawley to win the IVL cham-
pionship with the Spartans scoring 41 
points to Brawley’s 49. Imperial finished 
third (60), followed by Southwest in 
fourth (69) and Palo Verde in fifth (122). 

CROSS COUNTRY

Vikings’ Soph Takes 2nd at IVL Finals

The boys teams begin the 3.1-mile race at the Imperial Valley League Cross Country Finals at Sun-
beam Lake Park near Seeley on Saturday, Nov. 13. Central Union’s boys team took the title while the 
Imperial girls squad was also crowned champs. | CAMILO GARCIA JR. PHOTO

RODEO

See CROSS COUNTRY, PAGE 6

BY RICHARD MONTENEGRO BROWN
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

BRAWLEY — The big money winner at 
the weekend’s Cattle Call Rodeo and “all-
around cowboy” was Michael Bates Jr. of 
Mexican Springs, New Mexico, who earned 
$3,396 in tie-down roping and steer wres-
tling.

A total of $89,617 was paid out during the 
rodeo events at Cattle Call Arena on Satur-
day, Nov. 13, and Sunday, Nov. 14.

TOP EVENT FINISHERS WERE:
Clayton Biglow of Clements, California, in 

bareback riding, with 87 points, on Flying U 
Rodeo’s Misplaced Insanity, $2,380;

Cattle Call 
Results Show 

Nearly $90,000 
in Earnings

See CATTLE CALL, PAGE 7

Reyna Finishes 
Fourth in Boys Final
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The Imperial County Local Health Authority has 
been an awarded an ACEs Aware Provider 

Engagement grant to bring awareness to adverse 
childhood experiences (ACEs) in our community.

We are hosting 4 virtual sessions covering ACEs 101 
with an opportunity for a $200 stipend upon 

attending one session, proof of completion of the 
ACEs CORE Training and public listing on the 

Clinician Directory.
NO COST TO ATTEND. 

These sessions are recommended for Medi-Cal 
eligible providers, front office staff, office 

managers, billers and clinicians. Visit our website
for a full list of eligible providers. 

Register to any ACEs 101 
session and take your first 
step in becoming an 
ACEs Aware Provider!

First Session 
August 26 1:00 PM

VIRTUAL SESSIONS

August 26, 1:00PM
September 16, 1:00PM 
October 14, 1:00PM
October 28, 1:00PM 

$200 Stipend Opportunity

NO COST TO ATTEND 

Questions? 
VanessaRyckman@co.imperial.ca.us

Scan the QR code or visit 
www.localhealthauthority.org 

Calexico and Holtville did not 
field enough runners to register a 
final score.

Southwest junior Steven Go-
mez was crowned IVL champion 
with his time of 16 minutes, 28 
seconds for the 3.1-mile course. 
He was followed by Brawley ju-
nior Archie Olvera (16:30.48), 
Imperial junior Daniel Ortega 
(17:14.01), Holtville junior Julian 
Reyna (17:21.99) and Brawley ju-
nior Ryan Garcia (17:32.98).

All cross country teams will 
move on to compete in the re-
spective CIF-San Diego Section 
divisional championships set for 
Saturday, Nov. 20, at Morley Field 
in San Diego.

With this being the IVL Finals, 
the top-10 finishers in both the 
girls and boys races earn the All-
IVL designation.

GIRLS TOP-10 RESULTS:
Azucena Hernandez, Central senior 

(20:10.83)
Lilly Strahm, Holtville sophomore 
(20:43.44)
Jayden Cornejo, Brawley freshman 
(20:51.56)
Belen Campos, Calexico senior 
(20:56.64)
Sidney Garcia, Southwest senior 
(21:19.84)

Briana Gallegos, Calexico senior 
(21:20.69)
Natalie Lopez, Imperial senior 
(21:24.86)
Angelique Graham, Imperial junior 
(21:27.99)
Elyssa Martinez, Imperial senior 
(21:52.63)
Lilandra Padilla, Brawley junior 
(21:59.59)

BOYS TOP-10 RESULTS:
Steven Gomez, Southwest junior 
(16:28.0)
Archie Olvera, Brawley junior 
(16:30.48)
Daniel Ortega, Imperial junior 
(17:14.01)
Julian Reyna, Holtville junior 
(17:21.99)
Ryan Garcia, Brawley junior 
(17:32.98)
Jiovani Martin, Central sophomore 
(17:46.23)
Jaden Martin, Central sophomore 
(17:55.90)
Luis Jimenez, Calexico sophomore 
(18:07.04)
Grant Becker, Southwest senior 
(18:11.22)
Dyson Smith, Brawley freshman 
(18:24.23)

Holtville High School sophomore 
Lilly Strahm makes the turn toward 
the finish line at the Imperial Valley 
League Finals at Sunbeam Lake Park 
near Seeley on Saturday, Nov. 13. 
Strahm took second overall after 
finishing third in her freshman season. 
| CAMILO GARCIA JR. PHOTO

CROSS COUNTRY
From page 5

Individuals with knowledge of the tem-
porary housing of migrants at the hotel 
did not immediately respond to a request 
for comment, including the resort owner, 
and Catholic Charities, Diocese of San Di-
ego, which was contracted by the state to 
provide wraparound services.

On Tuesday, the Imperial County Board 
of Supervisors voted to adopt a new sewer 
system management plan for the County 
Club Sewer Maintenance District, located 
west of Holtville, at the request of the Col-
orado River Basin Regional Water Quality 
Control Board after several incidents in 
2021 caused the spilling of about 66,000 
total gallons of sewage, all at the same lo-
cation.

The district serves the area around and 
including Barbara Worth Country Club.

The first spill occurred on Feb. 1, when 
the Barbara Worth Country Club force 
main just south of Zen Drive caused a 
sewer overflow, spilling some 36,000 gal-
lons of sewage which percolated into the 
ground. The second incident occurred on 
April 21; this time spilling 30,000 gallons 
of sewage that washed into a nearby drain-
age ditch.

The Regional Water Quality Control 
Board contacted the county on Oct. 5 to 
notify the county it was in violation of 
the California Water Code Section 13350, 
which forbids the discharge of untreat-
ed sewage into the waters of the United 
States. To remedy this violation, the Coun-
try Club Sewer Maintenance District was 
required to provide the water board with a 
sewer system management plan to prevent 
further spills.

The Country Club sewer district owns 
the sewer line and lift station but is cur-
rently maintained and serviced by the city 
of Holtville, which accepts the sewage into 
its wastewater treatment plant. Imperial 
County pays for these services through 
the charging of sewer services in this dis-
trict, with the county board serving as the 
district board.

Gay addressed the rumors over the asy-
lum seekers’ use of the facility in an inter-
view after the meeting.

Aside from the golf resort’s hotel, a sec-
ond temporary housing site had been es-
tablished in El Centro at the Travelodge 
by Wyndham El Centro. That site ceased 
being a temporary housing site on July 1, 
as a result of a decrease in the number of 
migrants that were being released into the 
county by federal immigration officials.

SEWER SPILLS
From page 1

Migrants seeking asylum in the United States are apparently still being temporarily housed at the Ramada 
hotel at Barbara Worth Country Club in Holtville as a quarantine measure for potential COVID-19 exposure. 
Several could be seen congregating outside their rooms in this photo from April. | CAMILO GARCIA JR. PHOTO
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Michael Bates Jr. of Mexican 
Springs, in steer wrestling, with 
4.4 seconds, $2,357;

Tanner Baldwin of Vail, Ar-
izona, and Seth Hall of Albu-
querque, New Mexico, in team 
roping, with 5.2 seconds, $2,170 
each;

Cash Wilson of Wall, South 
Dakota, in saddle-bronc riding, 
1.84 points on Flying U Rodeo’s 
Wicked Game, $2,888;  

Chance Thiessen of Elk City, 
Oklahoma, in tie-down roping, 
with 9.7 seconds, $2,822;

Lynette Clyde of Heber, Utah, 
in barrel racing, with 17.06 sec-
onds, $2,867; and

Bubba Greig of Estherville, 
Iowa, in bull riding, with 85.5 

points on Rosser Rodeo’s Logun’s 
Legacy, $3,017.

Remaining Results for Brawley
Bareback riding: 1. Clay-

ton Biglow, 87 points on Flying 
U Rodeo’s Misplaced Insanity, 
$2,380; 2. Trenten Montero, 84, 
$1,825; 3. R.C. Landingham, 83, 
$1,349; 4. Anthony Thomas, 81, 
$873; 5. Colton Clemens, 77, 
$555; 6. Lucas Samaniego, 73, 
$397; 7. Wyatt Denny, 44, $317; 
no other qualified rides.

Steer wrestling: 1. Michael 
Bates Jr., 4.4 seconds, $2,357; 2. 
Taz Olson, 4.9, $2,049; 3. (tie) 
Billy Bugenig, Bubba Boots and 
Mike McGinn, 5.0, $1,434 each; 
6. (tie) Tucker Allen and Dirk 
Tavenner, 5.2, $666 each; 8. Dal-
ton Massey, 5.3, $205.

Team roping: 1. Tanner Bald-
win/Seth Hall, 5.2 seconds, 

$2,170 each; 2. Dan Williams 
Jr./Stoney Boy Joseph IV, 5.3, 
$1,887; 3. Edward Hawley Jr./
Myles John, 5.5, $1,604; 4. Ty-
ler Waters/Tyler McKnight, 5.6, 
$1,321; 5. Travis Whitlow/Tan-
ner Luttrell, 5.9, $1,038; 6. Josh 
Siggins/Bruce Reidhead, 6.1, 
$755; 7. Blake Hirdes/Dalton 
Pearce, 6.3, $472; 8. (tie) Jesse 
McNett/Kolt Campbell and Or-
rin Ellis/Stacy Cornet, 6.5, $94 
each.

Saddle bronc riding: 1. Cash 
Wilson, 84 points on Flying U 
Rodeo’s Wicked Game, $2,888; 
2. Kade Bruno, 82, $2,214; 3. 
Damian Brennan, 79.5, $1,636; 
4. Leon Fountain, 79, $1,059; 5. 
Jesse James Kirby, 78, $674; 6. 
Clayson Hutchings, 75.5, $481; 
7. Wade Brown, 74, $385; 8. (tie) 
Houston Brown and Jacob Kam-

merer, 69, $144 each.
Tie-down roping: 1. Chance 

Thiessen, 9.7 seconds, $2,822; 
2. (tie) King Pickett and Ryan 
Thibodeaux, 9.9, $2,376 each; 4. 
Westyn Hughes, 11.2, $1,931; 5. 
Thomas Conway, 11.5, $1,634; 6. 
Colton Farquer, 11.7, $1,337; 7. 
Michael Bates Jr., 12.1, $1,040; 8. 
(tie) Seth Hall and J. Cody Jones, 
12.2, $594 each; 10. Jason An-
dersen, 12.9, $149.

Barrel racing: 1. Lynette 
Clyde, 17.06 seconds, $2,867; 2. 
Abby Phillips, 17.17, $2,437; 3. 
(tie) Tonia Forsberg and Sha-
ron Harrell, 17.27, $1,864 each; 
5. Leia Pluemer, 17.29, $1,434; 
6. (tie) Cierra Erickson, Sonya 
Dodginghorse, Cheyenne Hat-
tesen and Nellie Miller, 17.30, 
$699 each; 10. Karla Sanchez, 
17.32, $430; 11. Kay Cochran, 

17.35, $358; 12. Tarryn Lee, 
17.60, $287.

Bull riding: 1. Bubba Greig, 
85.5 points on Rosser Rodeo’s 
Logun’s Legacy, $3,017; 2. Toby 
Collins, 84, $2,313; 3. Parker 
McCown, 81.5, $1,710; 4. (tie) 
Cody Russell, Garrett Smith and 
Emiliano Garcia, 81, $771 each; 
7. Brody Yeary, 80, $402; 8. (tie) 
Wade Berg and Jordan Spears, 
78, $151 each.

Livestock was provided by 
Rosser Rodeo and the Ross-
er family’s Flying U Rodeo of 
Marysville, California.

The Call Call Rodeo, which is 
a sanctioned event, is part of the 
circuit that will culminate in the 
seaon’s 2021 Wrangler National 
Finals Rodeo in Las Vegas from 
December 2-11, where the total 
payout will be $9,174,917.

CATTLE CALL
From page 5

Travis Whitlow of San Tan Valley, Arizona, and one half of team-roping duo of Whitlow and Tanner Luttrell of Oroville, California, took fifth place, 
with 5.9 points and earned $1,038 each, during the Cattle Call Rodeo in Brawley over the weekend. Collins is shown during a ride on Saturday 
afternoon, Nov. 13, in Cattle Call Arena. | CAMILO GARCIA JR. PHOTO

Toby Collins of Stephenville, Texas, took second place in bullriding 
with 84 points and won $2,313 during the Cattle Call Rodeo 
in Brawley over the weekend. Collins is shown during a ride on 
Saturday afternoon, Nov. 13, in Cattle Call Arena.
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Silva was assigned to 3rd Bat-
talion, 5th Marines, 1st Marine 
Division, at Camp Pendleton, 
near Oceanside when he was de-
ployed to Iraq as an infantry ri-
fleman. Silva was killed in action 
after his platoon was ambushed 
on April 4, 2003. He was just 22 
years old, with about six months 
left in his enlistment.

He had told friends and family 
he planned to join the California 

Highway Patrol upon his return 
home.

“It has been 6,798 days since 
my brother, Erik Silva, was killed 
in combat operations in Iraq, and 
(his) Marine Corps brothers are 
here today. I can speak on their 
behalf that not a day goes by when 
(we) don’t think of him,” said Isaac 
Silva, Erik Silva’s older brother, as 
he opened the ceremony.  

Erik Silva was born on Sept. 
10, 1980, in Brawley and grew 
up in Holtville, where he gradu-
ated from Holtville High School 

in 1998. Erik was described as a 
friendly and kind young man by 
all who spoke during the cere-
mony. He was drum major and 
a trumpet player in the Holtville 
High School marching band, a 
member of the varsity golf team, 
and an avid baseball and soccer 
player.

PATH TO RENAMING 
THE BRIDGE

To honor Erik Silva’s life and 
sacrifice, his family, and the city 

of Holtville, District 5 Imperial 
County Supervisor Ray Castillo 
said the American Legion Brad-
ley-Keffer Post 138 and the Holt-
ville post’s auxiliary, as well as the 
county of Imperial collaborated for 
years to have the bridge named af-
ter Silva.

All discovered that the process 
of getting the bridge renamed was 
a long and arduous one that re-
quired a piece of legislation before 
it could come to fruition. 

“I didn’t realize how difficult it 
is. You got to get a bill to the Leg-
islature, then it goes on to public 
works, then Caltrans; I mean, it’s 
a lot,” Castillo said in an interview 
after the ceremony. “I’m glad that 
we’re finally here. And it took a 
couple of years to obtain this.

“Erik, he’s been gone 18 years 
now, so this is going to be very 
pleasant,” Castillo added.

For Castillo, Silva wasn’t just a 
member of the community and 
a hero, Silva was a member of his 
extended family, which motivated 
him to not give up on the renam-
ing. He spoke fondly of the cor-
poral, focusing not on his military 
career, but on his kindness and 
strength of character.

“I live here in Holtville, so com-
ing into town now, I’m going to see 
his name and remember him and 
what a good kid he was,” Castillo 
added. “All the testimonies you 
could hear were how good a kid he 
was, and he was a good kid.”

Finally, on July 23, 2019, As-
sembly Concurrent Resolution 37, 
Chapter 121 was signed into law by 
Gov. Gavin Newsom, permitting 
the memorial designation of the 
Alamo River Bridge on the Evan 
Hewes Highway as the Marine 
Corporal Erik H. Silva Memorial 
Bridge, the legislation’s language 
reads.

Following the signing of the 
resolution, the family had to raise 
more than $6,000 to purchase the 
sign and were able to do so with 
the support of the Holtville Ameri-
can Legion post and auxiliary. 

Assembly member Eduardo 
Garcia, D-Coachella and the Impe-
rial Valley’s representative, served 

as one of the driving forces behind 
the resolution in Sacramento and 
was in attendance on Friday.

During this ceremony, Garcia 
spoke highly of Holtville, explain-
ing that he had driven across the 
bridge many times on his way to 
visit his cousins. After the cere-
mony, Garcia said how naming the 
bridge and keeping Silva’s memory 
alive were truly special experiences 
for him.

“We get to do a lot of — quote, 
unquote — important things, but 
this special ceremony will have a 
lasting mark on this road, not just 
for the families, right? I don’t know 
about you, but when I’m driving 
through freeways, highways, and I 
read the name of a road that’s being 
put forward in honor of someone, 
you wonder, who is that person?” 
Garcia said.

FINDING PEACE AFTER 
18 YEARS 

For the Silva family, the renam-
ing of the bridge provided a sense 
of closure that they haven’t had in 
more than 18 years.

Silva’s niece, Air Force Airman 
1st Class Skye Silva, led the pledge 
of allegiance during the ceremony 
honoring an uncle that she had few 
memories of; she was just 2 years 
old when Cpl. Silva was killed. For 
her, it was the closure her family 
needed, having experienced so 
much loss over the past 18 years. 

“I think that this went really well 
for everybody. Everyone has their 
ending, their closure and what ev-
erybody needed,” A1C Skye Silva 
said in an interview after the cer-
emony.

Among the stories older broth-
er, Isaac Silva, shared, was a funny 
yet poignant one.

“He was a big fan of baseball. As 
a child, he introduced himself as 
‘Erik Dodger’ at a family reunion. 
At the time I think he was only 
about 4 years old, too young to re-
alize that rooting for the Dodgers 
wasn’t a good thing,” Isaac joked 
during the ceremony. “Thank you, 
Dad, for turning us to root for the 
Angels, because Erik is now an an-
gel.”

PUBLIC NOTICE

AN  ORDINANCE  OF  THE  COUNTY OF  IMPERIAL,  STATE  OF  CALIFORNIA  AMEND-
ING  CHAPTER 2.08 OF  TITLE 2 OF  THE  IMPERIAL COUNTY  CODE OF  ORDINANCES
RELATING  TO  THE  REDISTRICTING OF  SUPERVISORIAL  DISTRICTS.

ORDINANCE  NO.  1570 

This Ordinance makes changes to  Chapter 2.08 of Title 2 of the Imperial County Code of  Ordinances to
make detailed geographical boundary changes to the supervisorial districts of the County of Imperial.

A  complete, executed  copy of said Ordinance is  on file  in the  Office of the Clerk of the Board of
Supervisors for review at the  County Administration Center, 940  West Main Street, Suite 209, El  Centro,
California. 

EFFECTIVE DATE:  This Ordinance shall become effective on the 30th day after its adoption. 

PASSED, ADOPTED, AND APPROVED by  the Board of Supervisors of the County of Imperial this 9th
day of November, 2021 by the following vote: 

AYES: Escobar,  Plancarte, M.Kelley,  R. Kelley, Castillo 
NOES: None
ABSENT:  None
ABSTAIN: None

ATTEST: 
MICHAEL W. KELLEY, Chairman BLANCA ACOSTA, Clerk of the
Imperial County Board of Supervisors Board of Supervisors, County of Imperial,

State of California
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BRIDGE
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Isaac Silva, the older brother of the late Cpl. Erik H. Silva, shares his brother’s love 
of baseball during the sign unveiling ceremony for the Marine Corporal Erik H. Silva 
Memorial Bridge on Friday, Nov. 12. | MARCIE LANDEROS PHOTOS Those who attended the sign unveiling ceremony write their signatures to the back of the sign proclaiming the Alamo River 

Bridge as the “Marine Corporal Erik H. Silva Memorial Bridge” on Friday, Nov. 12. 
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“On the positive side, I got 
given a medication called Regen-
eron, which is very effective. I’m 
double vaccinated, and I still got 
COVID. But the reality is that my 
symptoms — I was symptomatic 
— but I didn’t really realize that I 
had COVID,” he said. “I thought 
it was just a case of the flu coming 
down. But with that Regeneron, I 
feel great right now.

“There’s no effects of any kind, 
so thank God for medication. I’ll 
see you guys, the public, in per-
son there probably the first week 
of December,” Castillo added.

That’s right, Castillo did not feel 
well on Friday, yet showed up to 
the well-attended Alamo River 
Bridge renaming and sign unveil-
ing in Holtville for the late Marine 
Cpl. Erik Silva, where he played 
guitar and sang into the micro-
phone, was in close contact with 
Assembly member Eduardo Gar-
cia, D-Coachella, several county 
and city officials, and Naval Air 
Facility El Centro commanding 
officer, Capt. William Perkins, 
and conducted close interviews 
with members of the media.

This comes as Imperial County 
hospitals are again facing capacity 
numbers related to COVID hos-
pitalizations. Late last week, El 
Centro Regional Medical Center 
and Pioneers Memorial Hospital 
in Brawley had cumulative inten-
sive-care unit capacity of zero.

Nearly 40 travel nurses and 
respiratory therapists, provided 
by the state Emergency Medical 
Services Authority, arrived in the 
Valley on Friday, according to El 
Centro Regional’s Dr. Adolphe 
Edward, in anticipation of rising 
COVID infection case rates and 
hospitalizations in some 29 states.

Castillo said during Tuesday’s 
meeting that his physician in-
formed him he was contagious as 
far back as Wednesday, Nov. 10, 
where that morning he spoke at 
a ceremony for Gold Star families 
at the empaneling of the AV Wall: 
The Mobile Vietnam Memorial 
Wall at Bucklin Park in El Cen-
tro, and also attended the county 
Public Administrator’s Office’s in-
digent burial ceremony at Terrace 
Park Cemetery in Holtville.

Castillo did ask that the coun-
ty’s public information officer put 
out a statement in case members 
of the public that were exposed 
need to be tested.

On Wednesday morning, Nov. 
17, the county put out a statement 
about Castillo’s illness.

COVID 
HOSPITALIZATIONS 
SPIKING

Case rates in Imperial Coun-
ty are holding or going through 
a period of incremental decline, 
but hospitalizations and especially 
ICU cases have been on the rise in 
the Valley for more than a week, 
Edward and Imperial County 
Public Health Director Janette 
Angulo said in separate interviews 
on Friday.

“It is a downward trend in cas-
es. However, what we are seeing is 
an upward trend when it comes 
to hospitalizations. … our 14-day 
average — this is an average — is 
at 36.8 COVID-positive hospital-
ized patients,” Angulo said. “That’s 
only COVID-positive; there’s 
much more going on at the hos-
pitals.”

ngulo was referencing the in-
crease that comes along with the 
late fall and early winter, such as 
flu and injuries from the off-road-
ing season, among other causes.

Edward said there were 40 
COVID-positive patients be-
tween both hospitals and all of the 
ICU patients in ECRMC on Fri-
day morning were unvaccinated 
COVID patients.

“Eleven patients today in 
the ICU, all 11 of them are 
COVID-positive, none of them 
have been vaccinated, and all of 
them are on vents,” Edward said 
on Friday afternoon.

For the first time in months, 
the Imperial County Board of 
Supervisors meeting was without 
an update on COVID conditions 
by Public Health Department of-
ficials. But on Tuesday morning, 
the twice-weekly update showed 
new COVID cases were at 23.4 
per 100,000 residents and a sev-
en-day positivity average of 9.4 

percent for the period of Nov. 1 
through Nov. 7.

“What I can see is that we are 
still seeing those that are still mak-
ing it to the hospital, (the) majori-
ty are unvaccinated,” Angulo said, 
adding the numbers are around 
70 percent unvaccinated. “We do 
have some breakthrough cases, 
some cases that have received vac-
cination, but again, most recent 
hospitalizations, a good majority 
are unvaccinated.

“We just had Halloween and we 
are seeing again a lot more activity 
in our community,” she added.

Following Cattle Call Week ac-
tivities, where a number of huge 
public events, from the Chili 
Cook-off on Nov. 6 to a packed 
Plaza and Main Street for Maria-
chi Night on Nov. 10 and the pa-
rade and three rodeo performanc-
es the weekend of Nov. 13-14, 
Edward believes that by the end 
of this week, case rates will start 
creeping up again.

That data, however, would not 
be reflected until an update some-
time next week based on the sev-
en-day lag of case rates and pos-
itivity data, according to Angulo.

The trending of case rates and 
positivity has been up and down, 
for the most part, peaking at 11.1 
percent and 22.6 per 100,000 res-
idents for Sept. 27 to Oct. 3, and 
10.9 percent and 29.9 per 100,000 
for Oct. 18-24. Otherwise, it’s been 
declines marked by brief upticks.

Hospitalization is more of a re-
al-time marker, Angulo said, and 
Edward added that the state Emer-
gency Medical Services Author-
ity believe that Imperial County 
needs to be prepared for a winter 
surge. State officials requested that 
ECRMC and Pioneers expand 
“surge” bed capacity and assigned 
the personnel to accommodate.

Already, the county has been 
seeing an increase in transfers 
outside Imperial County, some-
thing that does come and go but 
hasn’t been seen in big numbers 
for quite some time.

“In the past week and a half or 
so we’ve had over 40 transfers, 
and this includes COVID and 
non-COVID-related,” Angulo 
said on Nov. 12.

Seven days after any significant 
event will bring with it the infec-
tions, Edward said, adding that 
Imperial County will likely see in-
creased cases following the Nov. 8 
“reopening” of the border to non-
essential fully vaccinated travel 
(data starting Nov. 15) and other 
large events.

One that caught the eyes of lo-
cal officials was Mariachi Night. 
While some could be seen mask-
ing at the event, the crowds were 
in cramped quarters as event 
organizers said it was perhaps 
the largest Mariachi Night, even 
pre-pandemic.

“We’ll be seeing the mariachi 

festival team — I say team, sorry 
— we’ll see them arrive at our hos-
pital seven days from … when was 
it? Call me on Thursday morning 
(Nov. 18), and yep, we’ll probably 
be up by 12 (patients),” Edward 
said on Friday.

“We’re gonna be going back-
wards. I mean, I hate to be saying 
this, but can you imagine if the 
President now is getting reports 
that every state is back into the 
same stuff we were doing a year 
ago?” he said, referencing reports 
that cold-weather states where 
infections were not expected to 
be rising, such as Minnesota and 
Illinois, are on an upward trajec-
tory.

There are some breakthrough 
cases, like Angulo mentioned, but 
while overall infections in com-
munities with strong vaccination 
rates are down, it’s the unvacci-
nated who are being hospitalized. 
And even that is a mixed measur-
ing stick, Edward said, due to the 
ever-mutating nature of the virus.

Vaccination is effective, Ed-
ward said, but it’s advisable to 
vaccinate in tandem with oth-
er measures like masking and 
avoiding large gatherings.

“We saw this happen last 
year and we warned the public: 
Please be careful with visitors, 

because you don’t know what 
they’re bringing to grandma and 
grandpa … We don’t know what 
they’re bringing their uncles and 
cousins,” Edward said of the im-
pending holidays. “We just need 
people to be on the high alert. 
If they’re coming from a state 
that has high COVID numbers; 
well, guess what, they’re bringing 
with them COVID to grandma’s 
house.”

VACCINATION DATA 
UPDATED

Imperial County was nearing 
85 percent fully vaccinated resi-
dents prior to the recent inclusion 
of children ages 5 to 11 as part of 
those eligible to be inoculated, 
Public Health’s Angulo said.

Imperial County has a little 
more than 21,400 individuals 
between ages 5 and 11, which 
knocked about 10 percentage 
points off the fully vaccinated 
numbers in the Valley. As of Nov. 
12, the number of fully vaccinated 
was 73.5 percent, she said.

There has been much contro-
versy brewing locally over reports 
that a child in that age range fell 
ill after receiving the vaccine and 
had to be transferred to Rady 
Children’s Hospital’s ICU last 

week. Edward took to Facebook 
Live to address it and spoke in 
more detail on the issue on Friday.

Facebook prayer groups ref-
erenced a 7-year-old girl named 
Amanda who had been vaccinat-
ed and ended up on a ventilator. 
Edward acknowleged that it did 
occur but said there much more 
going on.

“I think a lot of people were 
very quickly pushing it as a story 
not to vaccinate their children. I’m 
sorry, I can’t share with you a lot 
of the case, but that are underlying 
issues in the conversation regard-
ing the clinical case that would 
lend itself to a closer review,” he 
said. “I would ask the public to not 
rush to conclusions and based on 
what I’m seeing again, with an up-
tick of cases, please vaccinate your 
children. Get them vaccinated.”

Children are especially suscep-
tible and that was seen in a big 
way in Brawley, where two entire 
classes at Myron D. Witter Ele-
mentary School were closed for 
10 days.

Brawley Elementary School 
District officials seemed to down-
play this during a school board 
meeting last week.

“I am not aware of any individ-
ual classroom or school closures,” 
Angulo said.

Two classrooms closed at Wit-
ter Elementary School, and stu-
dents and the two teachers who 
tested positive were sent home for 
10 days of home study.

BESD policy dictates students 
are to stay home when testing 
positive. If more than three stu-
dents from a single source test 
positive, then the classroom will 
be closed for quarantine. BESD 
also follows contact tracing to no-
tify parents and employees who 
might have been in contact with 
the person.

All the students who were sent 
home were already back in class 
as of Friday, Nov. 12, per the dis-
trict requirements of returning to 
campus after 10 days of quaran-
tine.

Brawley Elementary Teachers 
Association president Maryanne 
Moreno said the first notice came 
in the first week saying there were 
nine students who tested positive. 
Moreno said there were increases 
until eventually the classrooms 
were closed.

BESD Board Trustees Gil Re-
bollar and Armando Padilla 
praised Principal Ivan Vildosola 
at the board meeting on Nov. 9 
for his handling of the situation, 
with Padilla saying Vildosola was 
“so cool and collected.”

Katherine Ramos and Marcie 
Landeros contributed informa-
tion to this story. Marcie Lander-
os was exposed to Castillo, includ-
ing conducting close interviews 
following two of the three appear-
ances referenced. She was tested 
as a result.
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Surge bed tents were put back in place on Tuesday, Nov. 16, at Pioneers Memorial Hospital in Brawley to deal with a new surge 
in COVID hospitalizations. | COURTESY PHOTO
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BY MARCIE LANDEROS 
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

BRAWLEY — After the 2020 
Cattle Call Rodeo was closed 
to the public and held as an on-
line-only competition, crowds 
packed Cattle Call Arena for two 
performances on Saturday, Nov. 
13, and one on Sunday, Nov. 14, 
a return to an Imperial Valley live 
tradition for 65 years.

The return of the rodeo as a 
spectator sport arrived in a big 
way on Saturday afternoon with 
the opening performance. A sec-
ond sold-out performance was 
held on Saturday night, and a sin-
gle matinee was held early Sunday 
afternoon.

“Well, you know what? I love 
being out here with people, and 
it’s nice to see that everybody’s 
ready to come back and get to-
gether and is not so scared, I 
guess you would say,” said Javier 
Amezcua, sports director for the 
Sheriff ’s Activity League, while he 
was serving drinks to raise money 

for the league.
“I’m really excited. I’m glad that 

we were able to bring it back to 
the community. I know a lot of 
folks were very saddened that in 
2020, we had to cancel it. I think 
it’s understandable. But now folks 
in our community have done 
their part getting vaccinated, so 
we’re able to do things like this,” 
said Tomas Oliva, mayor pro tem 
of the city of El Centro, who was 
attending the rodeo in an unoffi-
cial capacity.

“Folks couldn’t be happier. 
We’ve seen children laughing, 
running around, families enjoy-
ing themselves. And that’s what 
it’s all about,” he said.

The rodeo started with the pag-
eantry of an opening ceremony 
many have come to expect from 
Cattle Call, with longtime an-
nouncer Randy Corley introduc-
ing the Cattle Call court, on horse-
back no less, to the crowd: Cattle 
Call Call Queen Rylee Locher, 
Teen Queen Chyenne Cox, Junior 
Queen Emerson Brandt, and Ju-

nior Miss Savannah Hernandez.
Crowd favorites like “mutton 

busting” returned, where chil-
dren competed to see how long 
they can stay on top of a sheep, 
and the “Rough and Tough Wild 
Horse Race,” where teams of three 
competed to saddle a wild horse 
fastest.

There was plenty of entertain-
ment, such as the return of rodeo 
clown and barrel man, Charley 
“Too Tall” West along with Rob-
bie Hodges. Once again, livestock 
was provided by the famed Rosser 
family of The Flying U Rodeo Co. 
of Marysville.

But this was a rodeo, and Cat-
tle Call officials had already said 
a 20-year high of more than 
300 cowboys and cowgirls had 
planned to compete in the sanc-
tioned rodeo-circuit events that 
are part of the season standings 
for the Professional Rodeo Cow-
boys Association and the Wom-
en’s Professional Rodeo Associa-
tion.
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Published in the Holtville Tribune and Imperial Valley Weekly/Calexico Chronicle on
November 11 and November 18, 2021

NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
Leland Roger Bailey Decedent
CASE NUMBER:   EPR001072  
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors,
contingent creditors, and persons
who may otherwise be interested in
the will or estate, or both, of: Leland
Roger Bailey, aka Leland Roger
Bailey, Sr., Leland R. Bailey, and
Leland Bailey
A Petition for Probate has been filed
by: Lisa Ann Crosby, aka Lisa A.
Crosby, aka Lisa Crosby in the
Superior Court of California, County
of:  IMPERIAL
The Petition for Probate requests that
Lisa Ann Crosby, aka Lisa A.
Crosby, aka Lisa Crosby be
appointed as personal representative
to administer the estate of the dece-
dent.
The petition requests the decedent’s
will and codicils, if any, be admitted
to probate. The will and any codicils
are available for examination in the
file kept by the court.
The petition requests authority to
administer the estate under the
Independent Administration of
Estates Act. (This authority will
allow the personal representative to
take many actions without obtaining
court approval. Before taking certain
very important actions, however, the
personal representative will be
required to give notice to interested
persons unless they have waived
notice or consented to the proposed
action.) The independent administra-
tion authority will be granted unless
an interested person files an objec-
tion to the petition and shows good
cause why the court should not grant
the authority.
A hearing on the petition will be
held in this court as follows:
Date:  December 3, 2021
Time:  8:30 a.m.
Dept.  9
Address of court:
Superior Court of California, 

County of Imperial
939 West Main Street 
El Centro, CA  92243
If you object to the granting of the
petition, you should appear at the
hearing and state your objections or
file written objections with the court
before the hearing. Your appearance
may be in person or by your attorney.
If you are a creditor or a contin-
gent creditor of the decedent, you
must file your claim with the court
and mail a copy to the personal rep-
resentative appointed by the court
within the later of either (1) four
months from the date of first
issuance of letters to a general per-
sonal representative, as defined in
section 58(b) of the California
Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from
the date of mailing or personal deliv-
ery to you of a notice under section
9052 of the California Probate Code.
Other California statutes and legal
authority may affect your rights as
a creditor. You may want to consult
with an attorney knowledgeable in
California law.
You may examine the file kept by
the court. If you are a person inter-
ested in the estate, you may file with
the court a Request for Special Notice
(form DE-154) of the filing of an
inventory and appraisal of estate
assets or of any petition or account as
provided in Probate Code section
1250. A Request for Special Notice
form is available from the court
clerk.
Attorney for petitioner:
Charlotte A. Flanigan
Pinney, Caldwell & Pace
444 South Eighth Street, Suite A
El Centro, CA 92243
(760) 352-7800
Electronically Filed
Superior COurt of California,
County of Imperial
11/08/2021 at 04:09:10 PM
By: Irma De La Rosa, Deputy
Legal 6678 
Publish: Nov. 11, 18, 25, 2021
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Holtville tried a direct-snap to 
upback Seth Iten who got stuffed 
by the Calexico defensive line and 
came up well short of the goal line 
and the tying two points.

“We put in guys who had never 
played defense but we brought in 
the big boys and put them in the 
middle to plug the A gap,” said 
Fernando Solano, Calexico High’s 
second-year head coach. “We had 
seen them run that play and knew 
it was coming up the middle.”

The Vikings attempted an on-
side kick but the ball stopped 
short of going the necessary 10 
yards, giving the Bulldogs the ball 
at the Holtville 47-yard line with 
1:23 left. Calexico failed to run 
out the clock and the Vikings had 
a final opportunity with 34 sec-
onds left and the ball at their own 
38-yard-line.

After three completions from 
senior quarterback Spencer Hil-
fiker, Holtville had moved the ball 
to the Bulldogs’ 34-yard-line with 
10 seconds remaining. Rather 
than attempt a 51-yard field goal, 
the Vikings attempted another of-
fensive play with Hilfiker getting 

sacked and stripped of the ball by 
Sanchez as time ran out.

“I knew it was going to be the 
last play and knew I had to give it 
my all and get to the quarterback,” 
said the 17-year-old Sanchez. “I 
got my arms around him and was 
able to knock the ball out.”

Hilfiker, who completed 14-of-
24 passes for 110 yards and an 
interception, said he would have 
liked a few more seconds to move 
his guys into better field-goal po-
sition or even the end zone.

“Give us 30 more seconds and 
we could have gotten it done,” 
said the 18-year-old Hilfiker. “We 
didn’t come out with the energy 
we needed to have tonight. Give 
credit to Calexico, they did a good 
job of stuffing our run tonight.”

After a scoreless first quarter, 
the Bulldogs got on the score-
board with 9:14 left in the half 
when senior quarterback Abram 
Zazueta executed a perfect play 
fake and hit sophomore Andrew 
Rivera for a 52-yard touchdown 
pass. Senior Lorenzo Rodriguez 
booted the extra point to put 
Calexico ahead 7-0.

“We had been working on that 
play all week and when I saw the 
safety bite I knew I had to just lob 
it up there,” said Zazueta, who 

completed 3-of-5 passes for 62 
yards and the touchdown and also 
rushed for 23 yards on 11 carries. 
“This was the rematch of the year. 
I have a lot of respect for those 
guys over there (Holtville) but 
tonight we executed and did our 
jobs and got the win.”

The Bulldogs increased their 
lead to 14-0 with 2:01 left in the 
half when Sanchez broke free for 
a 41-yard touchdown run. Rodri-
guez again booted the extra point 
to give Calexico the two-touch-
down advantage.

“I saw it open up down the mid-
dle and as soon as I got through 
the line I knew I had to shift it into 
overdrive and was taking it to the 
house,” Sanchez said. “The offen-
sive line did an amazing job and 
executed their blocks all night.”

The Bulldogs’ defense held the 
potent Vikings’ rushing attack to 
just 112 yards on 33 carries and 
didn’t allow Holtville inside their 
39-yard-line the entire first half.

“It wasn’t hard to motivate 
them for this game,” Solano said 
about the rematch from a Sept. 
17 game that saw Holtville beat 
Calexico, 29-28. “They knew the 
job ahead of them and they put in 
the work this week in practice and 
it showed here tonight.”

FOOTBALL
From page 5

In a photo reminiscent of the iconic Cattle Call bucking bronc rider statue that 
graces Plaza Park in Brawley, an unidentified saddle bronc competitor cuts an im-
pressive silhouette in the opening matinee performance of the 65th annual Cattle 
Call Rodeo on Saturday, Nov. 13. | CAMILO GARCIA JR. PHOTO

REGION

Cattle Call Rodeo Live Tradition Lives On

See RODEO, PAGE 12
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walked along the route before 
the parade heading for vendors 
while also waving to friends and 
their students as they did.

“I’m feel I’m going to enjoy it 
more now, especially now that 
we are going into teaching and 
we start to see our students here 
and seeing familiar faces more 
often,” Andrew Uriarte said. “It 
feels like you’re somewhere you 
belong in a sense.”

Both brothers felt feeling of 
wrongness when the parade was 
not hosted last year and were 
glad to see the community com-
ing out again.

“The community, the atmo-
sphere, the festivities, it’s a nice 
place to come around,” Alex-
ander Uriarte said. “Last year, 
it felt really weird and wrong to 

not have a Cattle Call Parade, to 
not have something to come and 
watch all the floats and schools, 
and to not come to see the stalls 
or participate. It felt super sad.”

This year’s winners included IV 
Challenger Little League for the 
Mayor’s Trophy, Too Cute Kitten 
Rescue for the Queen’s Trophy, 
Imperial Heights Healthcare 
for the Western Spirit, and Best 
S.T.E.P. Forward for the overall 
Sweepstakes Trophy. The sweep-
stakes winner was chosen by a 
panel of judges and awarded the 
trophy with a $1,000 check.

Ramiro Urias, chief executive 
officer for The Chamber of Com-
merce for Greater Brawley, said 
this year was one of the most in-
tense preparations for the parade 
in years. The chamber started 
planning later than usual, but 
even with less time, the chamber 
managed to pull through.

Urias, who is from Holtville, 
could see Cattle Call is taken 
seriously and the tradition cher-
ished. He added that people were 
calling all the way back in Febru-
ary asking whether there would 
be a parade this year.

“It’s a long-standing tradition 
of Brawley,” Urias added. “We’re 
happy we were able to have it and 
I think overall everyone was just 
ready to come out, see family, see 
friends, and enjoy it.”

SPARTANS ELIMINATED 
BY SCRIPPS RANCH, 27-7

SAN DIEGO — Central 
Union High couldn’t get its of-
fense in gear and lost to Scripps 
Ranch of San Diego, 27-7, in the 
CIF-San Diego Section Division 
II quarterfinals here on Friday, 
Nov. 12.

The 10th-seeded Spartans 
(6-6 overall) fell behind 27-0 
before getting a fourth-quarter 
touchdown. Central trailed sec-
ond-seeded Scripps Ranch 7-0 
at halftime and 20-0 at the end 
of the third quarter.

Central’s only score came with 
less than a minute left in the 
game when junior quarterback 
Damien Rodriguez hit Charlie 
Sullivan for a 15-yard touch-
down pass.

Scripps Ranch (9-1 overall) 

will now host sixth-seeded Ran-
cho Bernardo in the Division II 
semifinals at 7 p.m. on Friday, 
Nov. 19. Rancho Bernardo up-
sed third-seeded Poway, 17-14, 
in Poway on Friday, Nov. 12.

PALO VERDE ADVANCES 
TO SEMIFINALS

BLYTHE — Palo Verde Valley 
High defeated Crawford High of 
San Diego, 36-14, in the CIF-San 
Diego Section Division V quar-
terfinals at Scott Stadium here 
on Friday, Nov. 12.

The top-seeded Yellow-
jackets now move on to face 
fourth-seeded Fallbrook, a 49-0 
winner over San Ysidro, in the 
Division V semifinals on Friday, 
Nov. 19, in Blythe.

The other semifinal has 
sixth-seeded Calexico traveling 
to take on second-seeded Mis-
sion Bay of San Diego at 7 p.m. 
on Friday, Nov. 12, in San Diego.

Call (760) 482-7311 or (760) 222-8799Call (760) 482-7311 or (760) 222-8799

Follow us online at: holtvilletribune.com

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT the Imperial County Sheriff's Office Civil Division, declare that the fol-
lowing sums, held in custody having remained unclaimed in the funds hereinafter indicated for a period of over three
years will become the property of the County of Imperial on December 27, 2021 a date not less than forty five(45)
days nor more than sixty (60) days after first publication of  this notice, unless a partof interest files a claim which
must include the claimant's name, address, amount of claim, the grounds on which the claim is founded and the date,
name, amount , and heading (including numbers) shown in this publication, as per  Government Code Section 50050.
The claim must be filed with the Civil Division of the Imperial County Sheriff's Office before the date designated
hereinabove.

Payment
Warrant Check Payee/Business Name                  Date Payment Amount  
66987 Teresita Pelaez 03/10/16 $                         2.93  
67093 Jose G Jauregui 03/31/16  $                         0.12  
67779 Don Roberto Jewelers         07/28/16  $                       38.00  
68215 Edgar Martinez 10/31/16 $                         0.05  
68242 Maria Carillo 10/31/16 $                         2.32  
68295 Unifund CCR LLC 11/08/16 $                      717.20  
68326 LEGAL RECOVERY LAW Offices Inc.  11/15/16  $                       21.78  
68330 Juliana Severt 11/16/16 $                         5.00  
68400 Rebecca Ayon 11/29/16  $                       12.46  
68478 Micheal Mordah 12/14/16  $                       17.84  
68509 Deanna Tiznado 12/27/16 $                         3.30  
70307 Lorena Sanchez 09/29/17 $                         1.14  
70434 Evelia Nancy Hernandez 10/20/17 $                         0.40  
70437 Kathryn Davidson 10/20/17 $                         8.40  
70472 Hollins Law 10/25/17  $                       88.00  
70704 Hollins Law 11/27/17  $                       88.00  
70705 Isabel Littrell 11/27/17  $                     161.00  
70706 Jacqueline Suarez 11/27/17 $                         0.06  
70728 Melissa Cesena 11/27/17  $                       10.00  
70855 Ofelia R Arellano 12/14/17  $                     138.00  
71058 Eltman Eltman Law 01/17/18  $                     150.94  
71060 Geronimo Gonzalez 01/17/18  $                         1.64  
71104 Jorge G Murillo 01/18/18  $                      112.60  
71116 Gracie Romero 01/23/18  $                         0.01  
71158 Hollins Law 01/26/18    $                       88.00   
71163 Keila Rodriguez 01/26/18 $                         0.49  
71281 Melissa Cesena 02/07/18 $                       10.00  
71282 Melissa Cesena 02/07/18  $                       10.00  
71330 Anthony Fernandez 02/21/18  $                         8.14  
71351 Melissa Cesena 02/21/18 $                       10.00  
71362 Unifund 02/21/18  $                      385.51  
71470 Zaida Harlow 03/07/18  $                         0.96  
71544 Junuet E Sandoval 03/20/18  $                      236.85  
71545 Keshia Stiles 03/20/18  $                         0.61  
71593 Danneth Mireles 03/21/18 $                         0.62  
71594 PMGI, LLC 03/21/18 $                      453.19  
71597 Arturo Virgen 03/26/18 $                       50.00  
71607 Jose Niebla 03/26/18 $                         0.17  
71643 Gary Dean Lobel 03/26/18 $                       35.00  
71656 Iveth Valenzuela Diaz 03/29/18 $                     125.00  
71768 Italianos 04/17/18 $                     172.71  
72258 Antonio Alavarado 06/26/18 $                         0.64  
72280 Julian Hurtado 06/26/18  $                         0.02  
72364 Jose Torres 07/06/18 $                       33.75  
72412 Elias Rivera 07/06/18 $                       42.31  
72471 Jose Torres 07/27/18 $                         0.38  
72472 Reanna N Lopez 07/27/18  $                         0.05  
72574 Law Office of Gary J. Gough 08/08/18  $                       54.09  
72584 Reese Law Group 08/08/18  $                     119.28  
72735 Gilbert Cano Osuna 08/31/18  $                       24.00  
72998 Hollins Law 10/30/18  $                       88.00  
73009 Lobel Financial Co.. 10/30/18  $                         8.00  
73046 Bishop White Marshall & Weibel 11/09/18 $                       56.00  
73093 LEGAL RECOVERY LAW Offices Inc.  11/09/18 $                      542.00  
73144 Elias Rivera 11/14/18 $                       42.30  
73180 Hollins Law 11/21/18  $                       88.00 
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completed 3-of-5 passes for 62 
yards and the touchdown and also 
rushed for 23 yards on 11 carries. 
“This was the rematch of the year. 
I have a lot of respect for those 
guys over there (Holtville) but 
tonight we executed and did our 
jobs and got the win.”

The Bulldogs increased their 
lead to 14-0 with 2:01 left in the 
half when Sanchez broke free for 
a 41-yard touchdown run. Rodri-
guez again booted the extra point 
to give Calexico the two-touch-
down advantage.

“I saw it open up down the mid-
dle and as soon as I got through 
the line I knew I had to shift it into 
overdrive and was taking it to the 
house,” Sanchez said. “The offen-
sive line did an amazing job and 
executed their blocks all night.”

The Bulldogs’ defense held the 
potent Vikings’ rushing attack to 
just 112 yards on 33 carries and 
didn’t allow Holtville inside their 
39-yard-line the entire first half.

“It wasn’t hard to motivate 
them for this game,” Solano said 
about the rematch from a Sept. 
17 game that saw Holtville beat 
Calexico, 29-28. “They knew the 
job ahead of them and they put in 
the work this week in practice and 
it showed here tonight.”

PLAYOFFS
From page 5

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT
FILE NO.: 21-891
The following persons are con-
ducting business as: 
Halos and Tiaras
608 East 10th Street
Holtville, CA 92250
County of Imperial
Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 463
Holtville, CA 92250
Full Name of Registrants:  
Caelynn Andrea Iten Foundation
608 E. 10th Street
Holtville, CA 92250
This business is conducted by: An 
Unincorporated Association
Registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the Fictitious 
Business Name(s) listed above 
on: October 1, 2014. 

I, Marcy Bingham Declare that all 
of the information in this state-
ment is true and correct. 
Signature: Marcy Bingham, Pres-
ident
The filing of this statement does 
not of itself authorize the use in 
this State or a Fictitious Business 
Name in Violation of the Rights 
of another under Federal, State 
or Common Law. 
Filed with the Imperial County 
Clerk on: October 29, 2021. 
A new statement must be filed 
prior to the expiration date. This 
statement expires on: October 
28, 2026. 
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-Re-
corder
Virginia Wong, Deputy Clerk
Legal 9077
Publish: Nov. 4, 11, 18, 21 2021

PUBLIC NOTICE

PARADE
From page 4

Junior Miss 
Rodeo Lake-
side 2022 
Katelynn 
Richardson 
of Imperial 
waves from 
the Cattle 
Call Parade 
route in 
Brawley on 
Saturday 
morning, Nov. 
13. | MEGAN 
JONES PHOTO
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Imperial Valley College   •   380 E. Aten Road • Imperial, CA 92251   •   (760) 352-8320   •   www.imperial.edu 

 ATTEND IVC FOR 

FREE!

Free Tuition and up to $800 for  
books for all new and returning  
students attending IVC’s Winter  
and Spring 2022 Semesters!  For more information scan this QR  

 code or visit www.imperial.edu/FREE

“I have come every year to 
Cattle Call for as long as I can 
remember. I was really upset 
last year when we couldn’t have 
one, so it makes me really hap-
py to be here,” Brawley resident 
David Smith said on Saturday 
afternoon. “I like to follow the 
cowboys’ progress through the 
circuit to see how far they make 
it.”

The Cattle Call Rodeo is the 
season opener for the PRCA, 
the largest rodeo organization in 
the world. Contestants who par-
ticipate in Brawley earn points 
toward their world standings. 
Rodeo riders compete in six dif-
ferent PRCA events: Bareback 
riding, saddle bronc riding, 
steer wrestling, tie down, team 
roping and bull riding.

The rodeo also includes 
competitions for the Working 
Ranch Cowboys Association, 
another major rodeo circuit, 
which included barrel race, a 
race between riders to see who 

can navigate barrel obstacle 
course on horseback, and team 
penning, which features five 
teams of local contestants com-
peting for the fastest time pen-
ning three steers.

“I am so excited to see the 
horses! I love animals. I got to 
pet one as we came in because 
it came to the fence. It was so 
cool,” said 11-year-old Isabel-
la Rodriguez, who came from 
Calexico to enjoy the event. 

The Cattle Call Rodeo his 
been a Brawley tradition since 
1957, when Brawley’s Chamber 
of Commerce decided to host 
the first rodeo in celebration 
of the cattle industry. This was 
Brawley’s first official city cele-
bration, being held on Brawley’s 
football field the first year be-
fore the Cattle Call Arena was 
developed. 

“This is my first Cattle Call, 
and I’ve lived most of my life 
here,” said Yolanda Cataño with 
a bright smile, before taking her 
seat stands to cheer on the ro-
deo riders. “This is my first time 
being here, so I’m excited.”

RODEO
From page 10

Professional bull rider Eli Necochea of 
Hemet look to stay atop Bringin’ Brother for 
a full eight seconds during the during the 
opening performance of the 65th annual 
Cattle Call Rodeo in Brawley on Saturday, 
Nov. 13. | CAMILO GARCIA JR. PHOTO
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