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HOLIDAY

BY KATHERINE RAMOS
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

T hanksgiving is upon us, considered a time for family and friends to give thanks for health, 
happiness, love, or whatever is on their mind. Proclaimed a national holiday in 1863 by Presi-
dent Abraham Lincoln at the height of the Civil War, today Thanksgiving is often an occasion 

that seems more synonymous with the food served than the root sentiment. Alas, Imperial Valley 
residents provided a reminder what is at the heart of holiday, namely, what they are most thankful for.

Happy Thanksgiving to All

“Right now my whole family is fine, 
none of them are sick, and I’m 

thankful that we are finally meeting 
again at my grandma’s house for this 

Thanksgiving.”
Ozzie Sanchez, Calexico

“I’m thankful my family is healthy and 
that they are here with me.”

Freddie Chin, Calexico

“I’m thankful for my mother, that 
she’s still with us. She’s 69!”

Victoria Bubley, El Centro

“I’m thankful for my family and 
everybody being here, we cherish our 
time together. This Thanksgiving will 
be special because we are all getting 

together as siblings and family.”
Leslie Ruiz, Brawley

“That everyone in my family is im-
mune, they’re good and that’s what 

I’m thankful for Thanksgiving.”
Joe Lopez, Brawley

“I’m thankful for my family, and for 
their help in helping me with my 

house.”
Olivia Mayoral, Imperial

REGION

BY JULIO MORALES
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

WINTERHAVEN — More than 20 years after 
the Fort Yuma Quechan Tribe successfully halted 
a gold-mining proposal in the Indian Pass area, it 
is mobilizing against another proposed project on 
the land the tribe considers sacred.

The area, located on federal land in the southern 
part of the Chocolate Mountains and north of the 
tribe’s reservation, contains multiple cultural arti-
facts, including a trail that connects to the tribe’s 
mythic birthplace, Spirit Mountain, in Nevada.

Much like he did decades ago, Quechan Tribe 
member Preston Arrow-weed finds himself front 
and center in the current effort to prevent the new 
mining proposal by Imperial Gold from becoming 
operational. 

Quechans 
Fight Indian 
Pass Project
Proposed Mining Operation on 

Sacred Land Pits Fort Yuma 
Tribe Against Imperial Gold

Members of the Fort Yuma Quechan Tribe along with members 
of the tri-state Fort Mojave Indian Tribe, Gila River (Ariz.) Indi-
an Community, Cocopah Indian Tribe, as well as local commu-
nity members and environmental activists took part in a “spirit 
walk” on tribal land in Winterhaven on Saturday, Nov. 20 to 
stand in opposition to a proposed mine at Indian Pass by Im-
perial Gold. | JULIO MORALES PHOTO

LOCAL

See INDIAN PASS, PAGE 10

BY MARCIE LANDEROS
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — A new housing complex, Sun-
set Rose Senior Apartments, is being planned in 
phases, with the goal of growing Holtville’s pop-
ulation by drawing seniors from outside the city. 

“I think overall, it’ll just bring growth to Holt-
ville. It’ll bring in more residents and help out our 
population,” Holtville Planning Commission chair 
Ross Daniels said in an interview.

The Planning Commission approved the condi-
tional-use permit for the complex during its Nov. 
15 meeting.

Sunset Rose is set to be built on a 5.29-acre par-
cel at 704 E. Third St. and will be consist of two 
buildings of 32 units each, with 64 units total. The 
developer, AMG & Associates, created a plan to 
subdivide the parcel into three parcels, so devel-
opment can happen in phases. 

Holtville to Get New 
Senior Apartments

See APARTMENTS, PAGE 8

Zochil Beltran pulls a pan of roasted turkeys from the oven at the Salvation Army kitchen on North Fifth Street in El Centro on Tuesday morning, Nov. 23, 
as the agency gots ready for its annual Thanksgiving feast for the less fortunate on Wednesday, Nov. 24. | MEGAN JONES PHOTO
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BY MARCIE LANDEROS
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

SALTON SEA — On the 
heels of an announcement 
that exploratory drilling was 

underway in the first geother-
mal-mineral-recovery project 
at the Salton Sea, Controlled 
Thermal Resource’s Hell’s 
Kitchen facility, the state’s Lith-
ium Valley Commission held 
its first public forum to hear 
concerns and field questions on 
the lithium-extraction process.

Taking part in the stream-
ing forum on Wednesday, Nov. 
17, were Lithium Valley Com-
mission members and Assem-
bly member Eduardo Garcia, 
D-Coachella, whose legisla-
tion, Assembly Bill 1657, creat-
ed the commission. 

“The intention of this meet-
ing is to provide the opportu-
nity to learn about opportuni-
ties and challenges to lithium 
development from geothermal 
brine in the Salton Sea region, 
for the community to share 
their thoughts and ask ques-
tions about what matters most 
to them and their communi-
ties,” said Silvia Paz, chair of 

the Lithium Valley Commis-
sion, during the opening of the 
forum.

The commission was devel-
oped as a response to geother-
mal and lithium-extraction 
companies that are set to begin 
building pilot projects to mine 
the metal widely used in elec-

tronics and rechargeable bat-
teries from geothermal brine 
drawn from the earth to pro-
duce energy. The two active 
projects in development are 
from Controlled Thermal Re-
sources, which announced in a 
press release on Monday, Nov. 
15, that it had started to drill 

one of two investigatory wells 
as part of its Hell’s Kitchen 
geothermal and mineral plant. 
The other company is Ener-
gySource LLC, which already 
runs the Hudson Ranch II geo-
thermal plant at the Salton Sea 
resource area. 

Supporters of direct lithium 
extraction claim that the pro-
cess of removing the lithium 
through the geothermal brine 
is the safest, least environmen-
tally impactful method of ac-
quiring this valuable resource. 
Other types of commercial 
lithium-extraction methods, 
like hard-rock mining and so-
lar evaporation, rely on heavy 
chemicals and huge evapora-
tion ponds that create a tre-
mendous amount of waste and 
pollution in the communities 
they are located and use vast 
amounts of water.

Pollution and public health 
were the focal point of many 
of the questions that came out 
of the forum. Time and again 
members of the community 
questioned whether this new 
system of collecting lithium 
will have any effect on pollu-
tion or public health in the area 
around the Salton Sea, which 
already struggles with those 
issues due to the sea’s receding 
shoreline and emissive dust.

“What I keep hearing, not 
just from the developers, but 
from researchers is that when 
you’re extracting lithium di-
rectly, in this closed-loop pro-
cess, that you are not adding 
contaminants to anything else. 
Now, if I hear something else, 
I’ll be the first one as many 
other commissioners proba-
bly right to say, to raise the red 
flag,” said Paz in response to 
one such question, explaining 
that she lives nine miles from 
the Salton Sea, so this issue af-
fects her and her family direct-
ly.

Direct lithium extraction 
relies on the same superheat-
ed water that geothermal 
plants use to produce energy, 
which has been super-heat-
ed and pushed through rock 
formations dissolving and ab-
sorbing the lithium without 
the need for harsh chemicals. 
Lithium extractors will use 
ion exchange resins, acting as 
a chemical sieve, to selectively 
collect only lithium, which is 
then recovered from the sieve, 
purified and concentrated for 
use. 

Once the lithium has been 
removed from the brine it is 
taken and injected directly 
back into the aquifer source 
that it was pumped out of to 
begin with, never coming into 
contact with groundwater or 
soil to contaminate them. 
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BY JULIO MORALES
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — The Im-
perial County Sheriff ’s Office 
is seeking the public’s help in 
locating a 29-year-old Holt-
ville woman whose family 
reported her missing on Oct. 
18.

Kebrina Lynn Alvarez was 
last seen by her family on 
Oct. 7 at the family’s rural 
home in Holtville, the Sher-
iff ’s Office reported.

Alvarez was reported-
ly sighted walking toward 
Westmorland in the days 
after her disappearance, 
prompting search efforts to 
be focused largely within the 
vicinity, Sgt. Murad Masad 
said.

Those efforts including a 
canvassing of nearby homes, 

shelters, the Love’s Travel 
Stop and coordination with 
the Westmorland Police De-
partment, Masad said.

“It’s been unsuccessful so 
that’s why we decided to put 
out the (missing person) fly-
er,” he said.

Authorities have no rea-
son to suspect foul play may 
account for Alvarez’s dis-
appearance or that she is at 
risk, Masad said.

She was last seen on foot 
and did not have a vehicle 
at her disposal. Alvarez is 
described as being 4 feet, 
9 inches tall, weighing 115 
pounds, with brown hair and 
hazel eyes.

Anyone with information 
regarding Alvarez’s where-
abouts is asked to call the 
Sheriff ’s Office’s Investiga-
tion Unit at 442-265-2045.

Sheriff ’s Office Seeks Help in Finding Holtville Woman

COURTESY OF IMPERIAL COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE

REGION

Lithium Valley Commission Holds 1st Public Forum

Artist impression of Controlled Thermal Resources’ fully integrated Hell’s Kitchen 
Lithium and Power Facilities near the Salton Sea. | CONTROLLED THERMAL RE-
SOURCES IMAGE

See LITHIUM, PAGE 9



Thursday, November 25,  2021 — PAGE 3 

New Rise in 
COVID-19 Cases 
This Week Brings 

Tips on How to 
Celebrate Smartly

BY MARCIE LANDEROS
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

EL CENTRO — A new rise 
in active COVID-19 cases in 
Imperial County — there were 
40 more reported this week 
than last week — was met with 
a plea from county officials to 
have a happy and safe Thanks-
giving.  

“As we all get together during 
this Thanksgiving season, I 
want to wish everybody a safe, 
healthy, joyful Thanksgiving 
Day in the company of all your 
loved ones and remind you that 
COVID-19 is still around and 
continues to propagate itself 
and jump from body to body,” 
Imperial County District 2 Su-
pervisor Luis Plancarte said 
during the county Board of 
Supervisors meeting on Tues-
day, Nov. 23. “So as we gather, 
which I know that we do and 
we will, I want to remind ev-
erybody to practice it safety to 
protect those loved ones.”

Janette Angulo, director of 
Public Health Department, 
shared during the county’s 
weekly update on COVID-19 
that there were new 364 ac-
tive cases, 40 more than were 
recorded in the previous week. 
Of those cases, 74.2 percent, or 
270 cases, were adults, some 
21.4 percent, or 78 cases, were 
in the 5- to 17-year-old range, 
and 4.4 percent, or 16 cases, 
were children under 4 years 

old.
Angulo and the Imperial 

County Public Health Officer, 
Dr. Stephen Munday, wished 
residents in Imperial County 
a happy and safe Thanksgiv-
ing as they prepare to gather 
and celebrate with loved ones, 
providing safety tips to protect 
oneself during the holiday sea-
son.

“Holiday safety tips — min-
imize your COVID-19 risks to 
protect your health. Vaccinate: 
pediatric dose, the booster, the 
additional dose, and first-step 
doses are available in our com-
munity. Wash your hands with 
soap and water. Wear a well-fit-
ting mask while in indoor 
public settings. That’s the rec-
ommendation,” Angulo said. 
“If you’re unvaccinated, it’s a 
requirement. Outdoors is safer 
than indoors. Avoid crowded, 
poorly ventilated spaces.

“And if you’re sick or have 
symptoms, stay home,” she 
added. 

While the rise in the cases 
set a rather bleak backdrop to 
start the holidays, not all of the 
news coming from the super-
visors was so daunting. Dis-
trict 5 Supervisor Raymond 

Castillo said via Zoom that he 
was recovering quickly after 
his own COVID-19 diagnosis. 
Castillo announced on Nov. 
16 that he had tested positive 
for COVID on Nov. 12, though 
his doctor warned he may 
have been contagious as early 
as Nov. 10. Castillo said he ex-

pects to return in person to the 
Board of Supervisors meeting 
in mid-December.

District 1 Supervisor Jesus 
Escobar followed suit with his 
own announcement, though 
not giving thanks for his own 
health but instead for the 
health of his daughter and 
mother after a turbulent two 
years.

“Happy Thanksgiving. I’m 
very thankful for … Look, I 
have a few things that I’m very 
thankful about and there’s two 
specifically: My daughter fin-
ished chemotherapy and we’re 
very excited about that. 2020 
was a challenge. 2021 was chal-
lenging, and I am very thank-
ful that she’s just doing good. It 
was quite a struggle, but she’s 
doing good,” Escobar said.

“And then it was my mom’s 
80th (birthday) this past Satur-

day (Nov. 20), so I’m lucky that 
my mom’s been around for 80 
years. And a lot of people hav-
en’t had that privilege, so I am 
very thankful,” Escobar added. 
“And I wish everybody had a 
safe and wonderful Thanksgiv-
ing … employees, stakehold-
ers, etc. Have fun and be care-
ful and stay safe.”

SOCIAL SERVICES GETS 
VACANCIES FUNDED

Veronica Rodriguez, direc-
tor of the county Social Ser-
vices Department, was granted 
a request that the county board 
approve the refunding of two 
positions, a social worker su-
pervisor II and a social ser-
vices assistant, which had been 
vacated and unfunded in 2019 
to help balance the county 
budget at the time.

LOCAL NEWS

GILGAR | NOVEMBER 22, 2021
Happy Thanksgiving!

POLICE BRIEFS

GILGAR

IMPERIAL COUNTY — The 
following reports were collected 
from the Imperial County Sher-
iff ’s Office call logs from Nov. 16 
through Nov. 21.

TUESDAY, NOV. 16
5:57 a.m.: A resident of the 

Niland area called police to re-
port that somebody had stolen 
his shoes, valued at $10, from his 
camp while he was sleeping.

6:39 p.m.: Employees at Cali-
patria State Prison reported spot-
ting what looked like a drone 
flying near the prison. Deputies 
checked the area but only found 
field workers nearby.

6:58 p.m.: A Hispanic woman 
approximately 30 years of age 
reportedly assaulted a worker at 
the Family Dollar store in Salton 
City, hitting the employee in the 
face before fleeing the scene.

7:52 p.m.: Deputies responded 
to reports of shots being fired by 
a group of people near the inter-
section of Maple Street and Hawk 
Street in Heber.

WEDNESDAY, NOV. 17
9:33 a.m.: A resident of Frink 

Road in Bombay Beach called 
deputies to report that his moth-
er had been smoking meth and 
was now driving in a silver Sat-
urn SUV. The caller also alleged 
that his mother had drugs in the 
car with her.

5:54 p.m.: A resident of Oco-
tillo Wells called deputies to re-
port seeing a man on his security 
cameras stealing quads from a 
storage container. The Sheriff ’s 
Department requested assistance 
from California State Parks rang-
ers to respond to the incident.

THURSDAY, NOV. 18
3 a.m.: A 24-year-old female 

subject reportedly crashed her 
vehicle into a ditch along Picacho 
Road in Winterhaven after get-
ting into a fight with her passen-
ger leading to the accident. The 
female subject was reported to be 
bleeding from the head.

FRIDAY, NOV. 19
1:31 p.m.: Deputies responded 

to a residence in Niland for re-
ports that a female subject in the 
area was yelling and screaming 

and threatening to start a fire.
7:41 p.m.: Deputies responded 

to a trailer fire in Niland. Neigh-
bors advised that they believed 
the trailer to be unoccupied.

SATURDAY, NOV. 20
2:26 p.m.: Deputies investigate 

reports of a male subject lying on 
the side of Highway 98 at Signal 
Road near Calexico.

2:31 p.m.: Marisol Garcia Cas-
tro was arrested at the Algodones 
border crossing in Winterhaven 
for an outstanding felony warrant 
on charges of conspiracy, posses-
sion of marijuana for sale in an 
amount over the state threshold, 
illegally conducting an enterprise 
and for money laundering. Her 
bail was set at $10,000.

SUNDAY, NOV. 21
11:04 a.m.: Deputies respond-

ed to a river bottom fire west of 
Naval Air Facility El Centro.

3:46 p.m.: Security officers at 
Quechan Casino in Winterhaven 
contacted deputies in regard to 
a customer at the casino paying 
with counterfeit money.

10:36 p.m.: An anonymous 
subject texted the Sheriff ’s De-
partment about hearing gunshots 
and screaming for help near the 
park in Heber.

HOLTVILLE 
sheriff ’s substation logs

WEDNESDAY, NOV. 17
9 a.m.: A concerned citizen 

reported finding dried blood 
on the corner near the 7-Eleven 
store on Fifth Street. Deputies 
responded and found that the 
blood was from an animal that 
had been run over.

12:10 p.m.: A concerned citi-
zen contacted deputies to report 
spotting two juveniles who had 
been at Babe Ruth Park since the 
previous day and had possibly 
slept there. The caller said that 
she recognized one of the juve-
niles from a Facebook post about 
a missing person.

1:26 p.m.: A resident of Holt 
Avenue reported that a Hispan-
ic male adult with tattoos on his 
arms was trying to open vehicles 
in the area and talking to himself.

HEALTH

Imperial County Officials Wish A Happy, Safe Holiday

Imperial County District 2 Supervisor Luis Plancarte wishes residents of Imperial 
County a happy, healthy, and safe Thanksgiving during the Board of Supervisors meet-
ing on Tuesday, Nov. 23. | MARCIE LANDEROS PHOTO

See COVID, PAGE ?
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Study of Traffic 
Near Frank Wright 

Middle School 
Due Dec. 15

BY KATHERINE RAMOS
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

IMPERIAL — For a second 
time in the past few weeks, an 
Imperial resident has brought 
concerns to the City Council over 
how traffic at Highway 86 and 
15th Street will affect children in 
the area as they make their way 
to nearby Frank Wright Middle 
School.

Resident Chuck Jernigan spoke 
up during public comments of 
the Imperial council meeting on 

Wednesday, Nov. 17, with his 
concern over the lack of action by 
the city over the traffic issues on 
Highway 86 and 15th Street, with 
Jernigan offering what he called a 
temporary solution.

Jernigan suggested the city 

stagger the use of the lights for the 
eastbound and westbound traffic, 
saying that is where the main is-
sue has been with the lights go-
ing on at the same time. He said 
when the light is green and chil-
dren are crossing the street to get 

to school, vehicles that are east-
bound on 15th Street are unable 
to turn onto Highway 86 if going 
north.

He says the city should work 
with the school to get the cross-
ing guards to only cross children 
when the traffic is going west-
bound. This would cut down on 
the amount of time it takes people 
heading north to get across the 
highway.

“This might be a temporary 
solution to the hazard that is out 
there,” Jernigan said.

This is not the first time 
Jernigan has brought up this traf-
fic issue. He also spoke about the 
intersection at the Nov. 3 City 
Council meeting. He was disap-
pointed the issue was not put on 
the meeting agenda for Nov. 17.

A study is being done of the 
area in connection with the beau-
tification of Highway 86, and the 
city is aware of the hazard that is 
out there, City Manager Dennis 
Morita said on Wednesday.

The is ongoing but could be 
done in its earliest form by end 
of December, Assistant City Man-
ager Alexis Brown said. The con-
tract for the study is scheduled 
through July, but Brown said the 
city is expediting the portion of 
the study where Jernigan has pro-
posed the solution.

The results of the study for that 

area should be available for public 
viewing during the Dec. 15 meet-
ing, Brown said.

Morita said any changes to the 
traffic signalization, even the sim-
plest, would have to be done with 
the cooperation of the school. He 
told Jernigan the council would 
not have an answer until after the 
Dec. 15 meeting.

“Anything that happens out 
there is going to involve collab-
oration with the school district,” 
Morita said.

Jernigan promised to come 
back in two weeks to discuss 
this issue again, questioning why 
there was no action when he says 
a few phone calls could have got-
ten it done because “this is some-
thing you could do in three or 
four days.”

Although Jernigan has brought 
the traffic issue up twice now, 
there were discussions among 
residents and the council going 
several months back, about traffic 
concerns for the area in general 
tied to an ongoing commercial 
development at Highway 86 and 
15th Street between the highway 
and Frank Wright. A few months 
ago, the U.S. Postal Service 
opened its new facility there, but 
several other retail developments 
are expected to bring significant 
increases in traffic, including a 
Starbucks and a McDonald’s.

Let's Talk About It!

WELLNESS RADIO
Tune In and Listen:

• 1230 AM, Sundays at 7 a.m.
• Stream on Demand at KXORadio.com

With Hosts Scott Dudley 
& Maria Wyatt

Do you have something you'd like 
to ask Scott and Maria? 
Send your question to 

wellnessradio@co.imperial.ca.us

www.co.imperial.ca.us/behavioralhealth
(422) 265-1525

¡Exprésate!

WELLNESS RADIO
¡Escuche!

• 1230 AM
• Transmitir a pedido en KXORadio.com

Con Anfitriona 
Dalia Pesqueira 

Si le gustaria tener respuesta a su 
pregunta en el programa, envie un 

correo electronico a 
programaexpresate@yahoo.com

www.co.imperial.ca.us/behavioralhealth
(422) 265-1525

WEEK OF NOVEMBER 29

Best S.T.E.P. Forward
Jacqueline Riddell, Best S.T.E.P Forward.CEO/Founder Coach 

Coordinator, Calipatria PAL President
The Best S.T.E.P. Forward is an organization that 
is rapidly growing throughout Imperial Valley from 

Calipatria in the north to Calexico in the south. Best 
S.T.E.P Forward hosts programs for children of all 

abilities. The acronym S.T.E.P stands for Sports, Theatre, 
Expression, and Perseverance. They believe in “having 
fun while learning the fundamentals and structure of 

the organization”. Join us as we speak with Jacqueline 
Riddell as she shares her personal experience and what 
she's learned from parenting children who are differently 
abled, to the birth and growth of a non profit to support 

those children and youth.

SEMANA DEL 29 DE NOVIEMBRE

Best S.T.E.P. Forward El Best
Paulette Ramirez, Best S.T.E.P. Forward, Vice Presidente/ 

Entrenadora S.T.E.P. Forward es una organización que 
está creciendo rápidamente en el Valle Imperial desde 

Calipatria en el norte hasta Calexico en el sur. Best 
S.T.E.P. Forward presenta programas para niños de todas 
las capacidades. El acrónimo S.T.E.P. significa Deportes, 
Teatro, Expresión y Perseverancia. Creen en “divertirse 
mientras aprenden los fundamentos y la estructura de 
la organización.” Únase a nosotros mientras hablamos 

con Paulette Ramirez mientras comparte su experiencia 
personal y lo que ha aprendido de la crianza de niños 

con capacidades diferentes, al nacimiento y crecimiento 
de una organización sin fines de lucro para apoyar a esos 

niños y jóvenes.

REGION

DRAFT INTERACTIVE IID DIVISION  
REDISTRICTING MAPS AVAILABLE

The IID Board of Directors is considering redrawing the 
IID division boundaries to be reflective of the population 
changes based on the 2020 U.S. Census.

Redistricting is important to ensure each director serves a 
balanced number of constituents. Final approval is due by 
Dec. 9, 2021.

The draft interactive redistricting maps of the IID division 
boundaries are now available at www.iid.com.

www.iid.com

IID
A century of service.

Imperial Man Proposes Traffic Solution for Highway 86/15th St.

The intersection of Highway 86 and 15th Street in Imperial is shown.  
| KATHERINE RAMOS PHOTO

BY KATHERINE RAMOS 
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

EL CENTRO — The roar of 
dozens of bikers revving their en-
gines at same time, the screech of 
tires spinning on asphalt, and the 
cheers of scores of leather-clad 
riders marked a time-honored 
tradition: the annual ABATE 38 
Turkey Run.

On Saturday morning, Nov. 
20, close to 140 bikers gathered 
at the Walmart parking lot in El 
Centro to load up on turkeys be-
fore setting on motorcycles (and 
truck beds deep with frozen tur-
keys) to deliver the birds to char-
ities around the Imperial Valley.

“This has been a labor of love 
for the last 24 years,” ABATE 38 
President Ed Aranda said before 
the caravan of motorcyclists left 
the Walmart parking lot.

The annual turkey run started 
as an idea to help Imperial Val-
ley charities that get little to no 
funding, Aranda said, and start-
ed small. The first run had only 
11 bikers and provided only 26 
turkeys to three local charities.

This year, however, more than 
400 turkeys were donated to a 
dozen Imperial Valley charities 
and riders participated from 
Mexicali, San Diego, and Yuma.

Recipients of turkeys included 
House of Hope, Neighborhood 
House in Calexico, St. Joseph’s in 
Holtville, Faith Assembly, Bethel 
Asamblea de Dios, Sweet Home 
Missionary, One Way Silent Min-
istries, Cancer Resource Center 
of the Desert, Holy Tabernacle, 
and the Imperial County Office 
of Education. The number of tur-
keys provided depended on the 
need, according to Aranda.

Every rider who signed up 
donated $10 and one turkey. 
ABATE donated $2,000 worth 
of turkeys and Walmart donat-
ed $200 worth as well. In the 
end, three truckloads of turkeys 
pulled out of the parking lot and 
followed the long line of bikers to 
deliver the Thanksgiving dinner 
centerpieces.

“A lot of people right now 
probably can’t afford a turkey 
and will at least get half a turkey 
on their plate,” said rider Richard 
Hernandez, who been participat-
ing in the run since its first year. 
“We try to help kids, adults, any-
one who is in need.”

Yuma HOG (Harley Owners 
Group) chapter take part every 
year in support of the run, and 
President Reynold Jerome says 
a run that helps the communi-
ty, whether it’s in Yuma or in its 

sister community of the Imperial 
Valley, is something the group is 
always happy to support.

“There’s no better feeling that 
you’re helping somebody,” Je-
rome said. “Especially with 
COVID, everybody is in need, 
people lost jobs, or whatever rea-
son we want to make sure they 
have a Thanksgiving dinner.”

“It feels surreal like coming 
here and seeing all the clubs and 
independent riders this commu-
nity has for this run,” biker Josh-
niño Supapo said. “I’m glad that 
I came out and can’t wait to start 
this caravan.”

This was the first year on the 
turkey run for the Chrome Di-
vas, an all-women riding group. 
This is also the Chrome Divas 
first time participating in any 
large run.

Grace “Clutch” Blakley with 
the Oceanside chapter of Chrome 
Divas was happy to do something 
to help a community.

“It feels really neat, it feels re-
ally nice,” Blakely said. “That’s 
our goal, to do more community 
runs in the future.”

A big turkey lunch was served 
to all who participated afterward 
the run, courtesy of St. Mary’s 
Catholic Church in El Centro.

Aranda said he plans to keep 
going with the run as long as he 
can, but he is already beginning 
to look at passing the torch to 
someone else, though he plans to 
stick around for the 25th annual 
run.

“It’s a labor of love and the 
Lord is willing to let me do,” he 
said.

REGION

Bikers’ Bird Run Hits 
Two Dozen Years

Close of 140 motorcyclists lined 
up and were ready to roll out of the 
Walmart parking lot in El Centro on 
Saturday morning, Nov. 20, in ABATE 
38’s annual Turkey Run to deliver 
more than 400 turkeys to charitable 
organizations around Imperial Coun-
ty. | KATHERINE RAMOS PHOTO
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CROSS COUNTRYBOYS SOCCER

BY MURRAY ANDERSON 
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

SAN DIEGO — From despair to cel-
ebration, Holtville High School junior 
Julian Reyna experienced a wide range 
of emotions at the CIF-San Diego Sec-
tion Division V cross country champi-
onships at Morley Field here on Satur-
day, Nov. 20.

For state championship qualifying 
purposes, all runners from the top-
three teams qualify and the top-five 
runners from teams not in the top three 
qualify.

Reyna finished the 2.96-mile race in 
13th place with a time of 16 minutes, 
45.9 seconds. His 13th-place finish was 
good enough for fifth among runners 
not from the top-three teams, sending 
him to the state championships.

“At the end of the race my coach 
told me to kick and if I would have I 
could’ve gotten 12th but I was afraid of 
running out of gas,” said Reyna, a junior 
who started running in eighth grade. “I 
thought it would be top-12 that qualify 
for state and I thought I missed it by one 
place and one second, but I was wrong.”

Reyna is the only runner from the 
Imperial Valley to qualify for the state 

championships, set for Saturday, Nov. 
27, at Woodward Park in Fresno.

“When he (Reyna) came in we were 
sure 13th wasn’t going to be good 
enough to qualify,” said Gerardo Lara, 
Holtville’s longtime cross country 
coach. “He was obviously upset but I 
told him I would go check the official 
results. When we found out he made it, 
I’m not sure who was happier, him or 
me.”

Reyna said he thought he was suffer-
ing the same fate his mentor, recently 
graduated Viking Alan Jimenez, felt his 
junior season when he missed qualify-
ing for the state championship by one 
spot.

“He’s always been a role model and 
seeing him miss state by one spot when 
I was a freshman, I thought the same 
thing just happened,” Reyna said. “Mak-
ing it to state has been my main goal 
since the beginning of the season.”

Senior Kenan Pala from Francis Park-
er High in San Diego set a blistering 
pace and finished with a section-record 
time of 14 minutes, 22.3 seconds to win 
the Division V race by more than 37 
seconds over the second-place finisher.

Francis Parker won the team compe-
tition, followed by Santa Fe Christian 

of Solana Beach in second place and La 
Jolla Country Day in third.

Holtville sophomore Lilly Strahm 
finished in 11th place on Saturday, Nov. 
20, in the Division V girls race with a 
time of 20 minutes, 15.6 seconds. Un-
fortunately for Strahm that was two 
spots out of the state qualifying times.

Strahm’s time was the fastest of the 
day among all girls running from the 
Imperial Valley but still not quite fast 
enough to qualify for the state meet.

HOLTVILLE GIRLS 
(DIVISION V)
Lilly Strahm, sophomore, 11th place 
(20:15.6)
Ashley Reyna, freshman, 33rd 
place (22:46.6)
Clara Strahm, freshman, 41st 
place (23:41.7)
Angelina Rios, freshman, 57th 
place (24:51.1)

HOLTVILLE BOYS 
(DIVISION V)
Julian Reyna, junior, 13th 
place (16:45.9)

Holtville High School junior Julian Reyna qualified for the state championship meet with his 13th place finish at the CIF-San Diego Section 
Division V meet at Morley Field in San Diego on Saturday, Nov. 20. | CAMILO GARCIA JR. PHOTO

Vikings’ Reyna 
Makes State Meet

Holtville High sophomore Juan Carlos Rodriguez (21) 
gets past a Brawley defender during the Vikings’ 4-0 
victory over the Wildcats at Birger Field in Holtville 
on Thursday, Nov. 18. | MEGAN JONES PHOTO

BY MURRAY ANDERSON 
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — The Holtville High 
School boys soccer team is off to a hot start 
with four straight wins in the opening week, 
all part of the Southwest Soccer Tournament 
that gives local teams a chance to play nu-
merous games.

Sophomore Juan Carlos Rodriguez is a 
big reason for the Vikings’ hot start, scoring 
eight goals in the first four games, including 
a three-goal performance in a 4-0 victory 
over Brawley Union High.

The Vikings (4-0 overall) opened their 
season with a 2-0 shutout over Vincent Me-
morial Catholic High from Calexico at Birg-
er Field in Holtville on Tuesday, Nov. 16.

Goals from senior Adrian Moreno and 
Rodriguez were all the Vikings would need 
thanks to the play in net from sophomore 
Bryan Padilla who recorded three saves.

In the second game of the Southwest 
Tournament, Holtville scored a 4-0 home 
victory over Brawley Union High on Thurs-
day, Nov. 18. The Vikings jumped on top of 
the Wildcats with four first half goals and 
cruised in for the win.

Rodriguez scored a hat trick with three 
goals and senior Jose Garcia added a fourth 
goal. Padilla and senior Sergio Farfan com-
bined for the shutout in goal.

On Friday, Nov. 19, the Vikings went on 
the road and defeated Imperial, 2-1, in tour-
nament action. Rodriguez had both goals 
for Holtville and goalkeepers Padilla and 
Farfan combined for five saves.

On Saturday, Nov. 20, Holtville again 
hosted Vincent Memorial, beating the Scots 
3-0. Rodriguez had two goals and senior 
Gael Quintero added a third goal for the Vi-
kings. Farfan had three saves in net to get 
the shutout win.

The Vikings return to the pitch at 6 p.m. 
on Tuesday, Nov. 30, when they host Palo 
Verde Valley High of Blythe, followed by 
a home match with Brawley at 6 p.m. on 
Thursday, Dec. 2, and a home matchup with 
Crawford of San Diego at 6:30 p.m. on Fri-
day, Dec. 3.

Vikings 
Open With 4 
Straight Wins

STAFF REPORT

HOLTVILLE — The defending Imperial Valley League 
champion Holtville High girls basketball team opened its 
season on Friday, Nov. 19, with a 40-21 victory over El 
Capitan High of Lakeside here.

It’s the second time in three years the Vikings have host-
ed the CIF-San Diego Section Division I Vaqueros in the 
season-opener, falling 48-37 in the opener in 2019 in Holt-
ville to El Capitan.

“El Cap is always a well-run program and a couple years 
ago we hosted them and it was a good game so we decid-
ed to do it again this year,” said Murray Anderson, Holt-
ville’s eighth-year head coach. “They (Vaqueros) are in a 
rebuilding mode after losing a lot of seniors last season so 
we were able to pull ahead in the second half and get the 
win tonight.”

The Vikings used an 11-2 third quarter to break open a 
close game.

GIRLS BASKETBALL

Vikings Open with Blowout

Holtville High senior Orian Anderson drives to the basket against El Cap-
itan of Lakeside during a nonleague game in Holtville on Friday, Nov. 19. 
| VALERIE MENDOZA PHOTO

BY BREVEN HONDA
FOR THE HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

SAN DIEGO — The dream season for the 
Calexico High School football team has ended.

The sixth-seeded Bulldogs, who reached the 
CIF-San Diego Division V semifinals on Fri-
day, Nov. 19, for the first time in school his-
tory, came up short at No. 2-seeded Mission 
Bay, 41-7.

Bulldogs’ second-year head coach Fernan-
do Solano said the team needed to follow the 
gameplan if it wanted to get to the champion-
ship game.

FOOTBALL

Bulldogs’ 
Cinderella 

Season Ends

See BASKETBALL, PAGE 8 See BULLDOGS, PAGE 8
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The Imperial County Local Health Authority has 
been an awarded an ACEs Aware Provider 

Engagement grant to bring awareness to adverse 
childhood experiences (ACEs) in our community.

We are hosting 4 virtual sessions covering ACEs 101 
with an opportunity for a $200 stipend upon 

attending one session, proof of completion of the 
ACEs CORE Training and public listing on the 

Clinician Directory.
NO COST TO ATTEND. 

These sessions are recommended for Medi-Cal 
eligible providers, front office staff, office 

managers, billers and clinicians. Visit our website
for a full list of eligible providers. 

Register to any ACEs 101 
session and take your first 
step in becoming an 
ACEs Aware Provider!

First Session 
August 26 1:00 PM

VIRTUAL SESSIONS

August 26, 1:00PM
September 16, 1:00PM 
October 14, 1:00PM
October 28, 1:00PM 

$200 Stipend Opportunity

NO COST TO ATTEND 

Questions? 
VanessaRyckman@co.imperial.ca.us

Scan the QR code or visit 
www.localhealthauthority.org 

IVC WANTS YOUR
OPINION! 

Please Join Us for a Special Forum
Imperial Valley College is currently redrawing trustee representa-
tion areas to conform with changes from the 2020 census. It also 
is seeking opinions about how it can better serve students.

Please join us at a special “listening Forum” and tell us what you 
think about both the trustee area where you live and what you 
think about IVC.

SO, WE NEED YOUR HELP!

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!
For more informaaon, please call 760-355-6551

Holtville
 Public Meeting

Tuesday, November 30
6:00 pm

Finley Elementary
School Cafeteria

627 East 6th Street
Holtville, CA 92250

BY KATHERINE RAMOS 
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

WESTMORLAND — After a 
year in hibernation, Center Street 
was abuzz with activities, both 
new and old, on Saturday, Nov. 20 
for the return of the annual West-
morland Honey Festival.

The buzz was for more than 
just the honey, though. This year’s 
festival was bigger than previous 
years, with 80 vendors from all 
over the Imperial Valley, includ-
ing the requisite honey purveyors 
plus food vendors and informa-
tional booths.

The organization of the festival 
has been taken over by the Impe-
rial Valley Regional Chamber of 
Commerce in an effort to support 
the city of Westmorland. Region-
al chamber of made up of the 

former El Centro, Imperial, and 
Westmorland chambers.

“We don’t want it to just be El 
Centro. We want our communi-
ty to know that we are coming 
from all over the Imperial Valley,” 
said Julissa Ayala of the regional 
chamber. “That’s what I.V. Re-
gional is all about, bringing our 
communities together and sup-
port our cities.”

Early in the morning there 
was a 5-kilometer run for adults 
followed shortly after by a color 
run for the children. There was 
even a small parade around City 
Hall Park. Around noon children 
in fourth through eighth grades 
competed in a spelling bee. Other 
contests included a Valley-wide 
coloring contest and an essay 
contest.

REGION
Westmorland Honey Festival’s 

Comeback Causes Buzz

See HONEY FEST, PAGE 12
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NO CONTRACTS   |    NO ADDED TAXES   |    NO HIDDEN FEES

We changed the rules when we introduced Mobile with  
NO contracts, NO added taxes and NO hidden fees.  
And we are changing the rules again. Now you can get  
2+ lines for $29.99/mo per line^ with UNLIMITED talk,  
text and data, including Nationwide 5G.

Looking for the latest devices?
Spectrum has those, too. Shop today’s most popular  
phones and get a $100 bonus when you trade in your  
current device. Or bring your own device. It’s up to you!

AWARD-WINNING CUSTOMER SATISFACTION 
Named #1 in Customer Satisfaction with the Wireless Purchase Experience  
among Mobile Virtual Network Operators.^^^

Presenting the  
BEST DEAL in Mobile. 
Save up to 60%^^ when you get 2+ lines!

Call 1-855-844-9553
Go to SpectrumMobile.com/CalculateMySavings
Visit your neighborhood Spectrum store

DEAL IN
MOBILE

BEST
IS HERE!

THE

2+ UNLIMITED LINES

UNLIMITED  
TALK, TEXT 
AND DATA

Nationwide 5G  
included  

2999$
/ mo per 
line^

Reduced speeds after  
20 GB of usage per line

Offer good through 01/31/2022; subject to change; valid to qualified residential customers who have no outstanding obligation to Charter. Spectrum Internet required. Auto-pay required. Taxes and fees included. ̂ Offer valid for new customers adding 2+ lines or additional 
lines added by current mobile customers to existing service. Smartwatch does not qualify as a line. After 20 GB per line, you will experience reduced speeds for the rest of the bill cycle. Unlimited plans include up to 5 GB mobile hotspot use per line during a billing cycle, 
with speeds reduced down to a maximum of 600 Kbps for mobile hotspot use after 5 GB for the rest of the billing cycle for that line. Bring your own device: Valid on select devices compatible with Spectrum Mobile. Devices must be unlocked prior to activation. To confirm 
device compatibility, visit spectrummobile.com/byod. Trade-in: Promotion requires customers to trade-in qualifying device, add a new line, purchase and activate a new phone. If new phone paid in full, credit applied to purchase. If new phone financed, credit applied  
to bill in pro-rated increments for the duration of the Device Payment Plan. If the final trade-in value exceeds the cost of the new device, the difference will be refunded via check separately from the trade-in credit on your monthly bill in approximately 4 to 6 weeks.  
Visit spectrummobile.com/tradein for details. 5G: To access 5G service, 5G compatible phone and 5G service required. Not all 5G capable phones compatible with 5G service. If 5G phone not compatible with 5G service or if 5G service is not available in your 
area, phone will automatically revert to 4G service. 5G coverage will continue to expand. Speeds may vary. ^^Savings based on 2-line comparison of unlimited plans among major nat’l carriers as of 09/2021: prepaid excl: data usage limits vary by carrier. Visit  
Spectrum.com/policies/mobile-terms for full terms and conditions. ^^^Tied in 2021. For J.D. Power award information, visit jdpower.com/awards. Services subject to all applicable service terms and conditions, subject to change. Services not available in all areas.  
Restrictions apply. ©2021 Charter Communications.
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PUBLIC NOTICE

Holtville got 11 points, six 
rebounds and four assists 
from senior Orian Anderson 
and nine points, five assists 
and five steals from junior 
Kamryn Walker. Junior Ju-
lia Moreno and sophomore 
Vanessa Gonzalez added six 
points each and sophomore 
Jasmine Garewal pulled down 
a game-high 11 rebounds.

The Vikings return to the 
hardwood on Tuesday, Nov. 
23, for a nonleague matchup 
with Calipatria at 4:30 p.m. in 
Holtville. The Vikings will be 
hosting the Imperial Valley 
Invitational tournament Dec. 
3 and 4 with action beginning 
at 1 p.m. on Friday, Dec. 3, 
continuing all day Saturday, 
Dec. 4.

Tickets to the I.V. Invita-
tional will be available at the 
door as teams from through-
out the Imperial Valley and 
Yuma vie for the inaugural 
tournament championship.

“We are actually co-hosting 
the tournament with Impe-
rial this year after we found 
out Brawley wasn’t hosting its 
annual tournament,” Ander-
son said. “We’ve got 10 teams 
participating and we fully ex-
pect it to grow each year as 
San Diego teams begin to get 
involved.”

“Obviously, we didn’t get the breaks that 
we wanted,” Solano said after the game. “We 
knew coming in we would have to play a 
near-perfect game. We didn’t make them punt 
the ball enough. We we’re trying to control 
the ball as much as we could to get the ball out 
of their hands. We did at times, but ultimately 
we came up short. Give credit to Mission Bay, 
they’re a good team.”

Entering the game, Solano told the players 
to enjoy the experience and embrace the op-
portunity to be four quarters away from a CIF 
championship game.

“If anything, there was no pressure on us,” 
Solano said. “All the pressure was on them. 
They’re the higher seed. They’re the ones that 
are supposed to win this game, so we went 
into the game with the mindset, ‘There’s noth-
ing to lose and all to gain.’ So, with that mind-
set, we kept them free. We didn’t want them to 
think too much and enjoy the ride.”

Mission Bay took the opening kickoff and 
went on a four-minute drive, ending in a 16-
yard touchdown pass from Buccaneers’ senior 
quarterback Clash Orsborn to senior wide re-
ceiver Keller Feltman to grab a quick 7-0 lead.

Calexico began its first drive at its own 14-
yard line and proceeded to keep the ball un-
til the 8:54 mark in the second quarter, in a 
drive that lasted 18 plays and took more than 
11 minutes off the clock. The possession saw 
all 18 plays on the ground, and ended with a 
two-yard touchdown run by senior quarter-
back Abram Zazueta.

During the drive, Calexico converted a 
fourth-and-1 at the Mission Bay 24-yard line 
with 11:02 remaining in the first half when 
Zazueta kept the ball for a three-yard gain. 

Senior Lorenzo Rodriguez booted the extra 
point to tie the game, 7-7.

Solano said the 18-play drive exemplified 
the team’s goals for the season, and the game.

“That’s like the mindset we had all year,” 
Solano said. “If we can control the clock by 
running the ball, we have a good chance.”

On Mission Bay’s next possession, Orsborn 
would put the Buccaneers up 13-7 on a six-
yard touchdown run.

After both teams traded interceptions to 
close out the first half, Mission Bay went into 
intermission with a 13-7 lead, but the Bulldogs 
were getting the ball to start the second half.

“I told them exactly in the locker room that 
this is the position we want to be in,” Solano 
said. “We’re going to get the ball back and 
we’re going to score.”

However, the Bulldogs were unable to ad-
vance the ball for a first down on that opening 
possession, punting the ball to the Buccaneers 
after a three-and-out.

From there, Calexico had one final drive to 
get back in the game facing fourth down with 
five yards to go at the Buccaneers’ 24-yard 
line, trailing 20-7 in the third quarter.

After 13 straight run plays on the drive, 
Zazueta took the snap and ran right but failed 
to find an open receiver, en route to a turnover 
on downs, giving the ball back to the Bucca-
neers, who would score on three consecutive 
possessions to extend the lead to 41-7.

Two of those three touchdown drives came 
after Calexico turnovers. The first was an in-
terception that later turned into a score fol-
lowed by a fumble on a kickoff that would also 
turn into a score.

As the dream season comes to a close, So-
lano said the players deserve a lot of credit in 
a year that saw the program make its deepest 
playoff run in school history.

“It was a season of overcoming a lot of ob-
stacles, a lot of life lessons learned, but most 
importantly, the lesson that we learned is hard 
work beats talent because we’re not the big-
gest, strongest, fastest team, but we just work 
hard and have a lot of dedication and obvious-
ly, that can take you a long way,” Solano said.

Despite the loss and the two-hour trip to 
San Diego, many members of the Calexico 
community made trek as Bulldog students, 
cheerleaders, parents and the band filled the 
visitor’s bleachers in support.

Solano said the fanbase has backed this 
team, dating back to the beginning of the 
season.

“I’m so grateful for having the strong 
support from the community,” Solano said. 
“They’ve been behind us since day one. They 
just come out and believe in the kids. Even 
though we came up short today, they were 
appreciative of the season, and they came 
out and said thank you to all the coaches 
and the players. So, I’m really grateful for 
the strong support from the community.”

Mission Bay now moves on to the CIF-
San Diego Division V championship game 
and a meeting with top-seeded Palo Verde 
Valley High of Blythe set for 7 p.m. Friday, 
Nov. 26 at Grossmont High School in El Ca-
jon.

Desert League champion Palo Verde de-
feated Fallbrook High, 29-28, in the CIF-
San Diego Section Division V football semi-
final at Scott Stadium in Blythe on Nov. 19 
to advance to the championship game.

The top-seeded Yellowjackets (10-2 over-
all), swept through the Desert League and 
have now won eight straight games heading 
into the Division V championship game.

Murray Anderson contributed to this re-
port.

BASKETBALL
From page 5

BULLDOGS
From page 5

Parcel one will accommodate 
the construction of the first build-
ing, which will house 32 apart-
ment units, while leaving the rest 
of the acreage vacant, with the 
intention of moving on to the 
second phase within the next few 
years.

The second phase will consist of 
constructing 32 additional apart-
ment units on the second parcel. 
The final phase and parcel will 
consist of building a retention 
pond and making improvements 
to the failed sections of the Third 
Street storm water system, thus 
improving the storm water sys-
tem for entire city, according to 
the Planning Commission. 

With multiple senior living 
housing complexes already in 
Holtville, the question was asked 
of Daniels, is there the population 
to warrant a new complex?

Daniels was candid in his re-
sponse, saying that no, the city of 
Holtville does not currently have 
the senior population to sup-
port a new complex. But he said 
he hopes that the building of the 
complex will bring in senior res-
idents from around the county to 
come live in Holtville. 

“I see this as more bringing in 
other people. I don’t know, a fam-
ily lives here in Holtville but the 
elderly mom or father lives in El 
Centro, and they have this nice 
place where the family could keep 
an eye on without having to drive 
El Centro every day. I see some-
thing like that happening, filling it 
up that way,” Daniels said. 

Daniels further explained that 
in order to get larger name-brand 

companies, like Vons or Star-
bucks, interested in developing 
in Holtville, the city will need to 
greatly expand its current popula-
tion, which was 6,541 people, ac-
cording to Census 2020 data.

“To get a decent grocery store, 
like Vons, we have to have, I 
think, either 10 or 12,000 resi-
dents in the city of Holtville. So at 
that point, if they were to fill up 
every unit, they would definitely 
not just help out with revenue, but 
also a little bit of growth,” he said.

This is not the first time this 
project has been in front of the 
Planning Commission. On Jan. 6, 
2020, Holtville approved a permit 
for the construction of the Sunset 
Rose Senior Apartments project, 
but the project was paused at the 
start of the pandemic. At the time, 
it was imagined to be a single 
project rather the current project 
in phases.

“The process started about two 
years ago. At that time, this proj-
ect was conceived as essentially 
being on one parcel. And it’s still 
the same number of units that 
have been proposed, but because 
of the financial structure of this 
project, they are affecting to set 
it by the project, where the parcel 
into three separate parcels,” said 
Jeorge Galvan, contract Holtville 
city planner and principal plan-
ner/project manager for The Holt 
Group, during the Nov. 15 Plan-
ning Commission meeting. 

AMG & Associates secured the 
funding necessary to begin devel-
opment of the complex during the 
nearly two years the project was 
old hold, according to Galvan.

“So this project will conceivably 
be moving forward very quickly,” 
he said.

APARTMENTS
From page 1

ABOVE: Holtville Planning 
Commissioner Georgina 
Camacho (right), Plan-
ning Commission chair 
Ross Daniels (center), 
and Planning Commis-
sioner Charlie Garcia 
(left) review the plans for 
the Sunset Rose Senior 
Apartments during the 
Holtville Planning Com-
mission meeting on Nov. 
15. | MARCIE LANDEROS 
PHOTO

LEFT: The location of 
the complex will be in 
the southeastern corner 
of Holtville, in an area 
originally zoned for a 
mobile home park, but 
was approved none the 
less doing the Holtville 
Planning Commission 
meeting on Nov. 15. | 
COURTESY IMAGE

NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINIS-
TER ESTATE OF: 
Javier Lopez Rodriguez, aka Javier L. 
Rodriguez and Javier Rodriguez 
CASE NUMBER: EPR001092  
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, 
contingent creditors, and persons 
who may otherwise be interested in 
the will or estate, or both, of: Javier 
Lopez Rodriguez aka Javier L. Rodri-
guez and Javier Rodriguez 
A Petition for Probate has been filed 
by: Mia Rodriguez in the Superior 
Court of California, County of: IMPE-
RIAL 
The Petition for Probate requests 
that Mia Rodriguez be appointed as 
personal representative to adminis-
ter the estate of the decedent. 

The petition requests authority to 
administer the estate under the 
Independent Administration of Es-
tates Act. (This authority will allow 
the personal representative to take 
many actions without obtaining court 
approval. Before taking certain very 
important actions, however, the per-
sonal representative will be required 
to give notice to interested persons 
unless they have waived notice or 
consented to the proposed action.) 
The independent administration au-
thority will be granted unless an in-
terested person files an objection to 
the petition and shows good cause 
why the court should not grant the 
authority. 
A hearing on the petition will be held 

in this court as follows: 
Date: December 17, 2021 
Time: 8:30 a.m. 
Dept. 9 
Address of court: 
Superior Court of California,  County 
of Imperial 
939 West Main Street  
El Centro, CA 92243 
If you object to the granting of the 
petition, you should appear at the 
hearing and state your objections or 
file written objections with the court 
before the hearing. Your appearance 
may be in person or by your attorney. 
If you are a creditor or a contingent 
creditor of the decedent, you must 
file your claim with the court and mail 
a copy to the personal representative 

appointed by the court within the 
later of either (1) four months from 
the date of first issuance of letters to 
a general personal representative, as 
defined in section 58(b) of the Califor-
nia Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from 
the date of mailing or personal deliv-
ery to you of a notice under section 
9052 of the California Probate Code. 
Other California statutes and legal 
authority may affect your rights as 
a creditor. You may want to consult 
with an attorney knowledgeable in 
California law. 
You may examine the file kept by 
the court. If you are a person in-
terested in the estate, you may file 
with the court a Request for Special 
Notice (form DE-154) of the filing of 

an inventory and appraisal of estate 
assets or of any petition or account 
as provided in Probate Code section 
1250. A Request for Special Notice 
form is available from the court clerk. 
Attorney for petitioner: 
Mercedes Z. Wheeler, Esq. 
Horton, Knox, Carter & Foote, LLP 
195 South Second Street, P.O. Box 
1439 
Brawley, CA 92227 
(760) 344-2360 
Electronically Filed 
Superior Court of California, County 
of Imperial 
11/23/2021 at 11:42:16 AM  By: Irma 
De La Rosa, Deputy 
Legal 6693 
Publish: Nov. 25, Dec. 2, Dec. 9
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Notice of Public Hearing 
City of Holtville

Notice is hereby given that public hearings will be held by the City of Holtville City Council Meeting at
the dates, times, and place indicated below.  The purpose of the public hearings will be to hear comments
from the public regarding the following subjects.

In May of 2021, the California Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD) released a
NOFA for the non-competitive allocation of the Permanent Local Housing Allocation (PLHA) Program.
The program aims  to  provide  funding  to  Local  governments  for  housing-related  projects  and  pro-
grams  that  assist  in addressing the unmet housing needs of their local communities including address-
ing affordable housing for low-,  very  low-,  and  moderate-income  homes.  PLHA  funding  will  be
disbursed  in  a  5-year  cycle,  with funding  allocations  secured  for  2019  and  2020.  The  balance  of
the  5-year  cycle  allocations  will  be  made available,  as  funding  permits,  with  an  estimated  5-year
allocation  of  $495,671  for  the  City  of  Holtville. Funding award is contingent upon the successful sub-
mission of a PLHA Grant Application that includes a 5-year PLHA Plan and Resolution accepting the 5-
year funding allocation. The City of Holtville will utilize the PLHA  allocation to  provide  a  funding
mechanism  for  Program  27,  as  established  in  the  6th  Cycle  Housing  Element,  by  expanding
affordable  housing  options.  Funding  will  incentivize  the  production  of  ADUs  by offering  low inter-
est,  amortized,  deferred  or  forgivable  loans  to  owner-occupied  households  earning  up  to 120% of
the Area Median Income (AMI). Additionally, the PLHA allocation will help meet the requirements estab-
lished  by  SB9,  an  unfunded  mandate.  The  City  Council  will  consider  approval  and  adoption  of
the Resolution accepting the PLHA funding allocation and 5-Year PLHA Plan upon reviewing all find-
ings. 

Social  Distancing  practices  will  be  followed.  Parameters  will  be  determined,  posted  and  published
prior  to the meeting. 

City Council Hearing Date: December 13, 2021 
Hearing Time: 6:00 PM 

Hearing Location: Holtville City Hall 
121 W. 5th Street 

Copies of pertinent information are available for review at the City Hall during regular business hours. If
you would  like  to  know  more  about  the  proposed  project  prior  to  the  public  hearing,  please  con-
tact  Cynthia Mancha, Assistant Planner, at (760) 337-3883 or cmancha@theholtgroup.net 

Any person desiring to comment on the above project may do so in writing or may appear in person at
the public  hearing.  Written  comments  should  be  directed  to  the  Holtville  City  Clerk,  121  West
5th  Street, Holtville, CA 92250 and be delivered prior to the Public Hearing date. Please reference the
project name in all written correspondence.  

Legal 9083 Publish: Nov. 25, 2021

Project: 
SB – 2 Non-Competitive Permanent Local 
Housing Allocation (PLHA) Grant  

Location:  
R-1 Residential Zone 

The two positions have an 
annual total cost of $156,930, 
with the supervisor position 
budgeted at $98,912.94 per 
year and the assistant position 
at $58,017.26 per year. The 
county only contributes 17.5 
percent of the funding needed 
for these positions (the rest is 
state and federal sources), with 
the total cost to the county 
general fund only at $27,463 
per year for both positions. 

Social Services also request-
ed approval for the distribu-
tion of funds accepted by the 
Board of Supervisors on July 13 
from the Emergency Solutions 
Grant, totaling $3,028,100. 
In its request, Social Services 
asked for funding for five pro-

grams in total for the 2021-
2022 fiscal year, focused on 
the unhoused and emergency 
shelter through three differ-
ent agencies: Catholic Chari-
ties, Calexico Neighborhood 
House, and Spread the Love 
Charity.

Catholic Charities, Diocese 
of San Diego is to provide 
three of the programs, all with 
a focus on providing emergen-
cy shelter to those in need in 
Imperial County: The Home-
less Day Center, with a cost of 
$291,990, Our Lady of Gua-
dalupe Emergency Shelter at 
$295,212, and House of Hope 
at $331,900. 

Neighborhood House and 
Spread the Love Charity are of-
fering rapid rehousing and ed-
ucation programs to the coun-
ty, in the amount of $316,582 

and $699,816, respectively. 
These program go above and 
beyond your standard emer-
gency shelter, helping clients 
not only to find new housing 
but also assisting them in sta-
bilizing their housing needs to 
prevent reoccurrence of home-
lessness.

PROBATION 
DEPARTMENT TRAINING 
AND TRAVEL APPROVED 

The Imperial County Board 
of Supervisors approved allow-
ing the Community Correc-
tions Partnership, a group de-
signed to help guide the Board 
of Supervisors through public 
safety realignment funds, to at-
tend the American Probation & 
Parole Association 2022 Win-
ter Training Institute in Atlanta 

on Jan. 30 through Feb. 2, with 
the goal of expanding and de-
veloping new programing for 
Imperial County.

“That’s like the perfect setup 
for us to start developing and 
implementing what works in 
different states to bring it to use 
here. Usually that’s exactly what 
we do, we kind of network. For 
example, our supervision mod-
el in county probation, we got it 
from Virginia. And then we’ve 
got some stuff from Washing-
ton. It works perfectly with our 
agency because of the evidence 
(the conference provides), be-
cause of the free trial (of using 
someone else’s experience), and 
because of all these new trends 
(that attendees get to be ex-
posed to),” said Elizabeth Sais, 
assistant chief probation offi-
cer, during the meeting. 

The board approved 12 peo-
ple to attend the training, paid 
for through funds set aside 
specifically for Communi-
ty Corrections Partnership 
training, at an estimated cost 
of $2,000 per participant, or 
$24,000 total. 

The training will feature 
more than 40 sessions cover-
ing subjects like community 
supervision, gender issues and 
diversity, health and wellness, 
juvenile justice, leadership 
and management, local issues, 
mental health and substance 
abuse, among others. The ses-
sions focus on evidence-based 
practices, keeping Imperial 
County on the cutting edge of 
best practices for the Correc-
tions and Probation Depart-
ment, according to a county 
report.

COVID
From page 3

Community members also heavi-
ly questioned whether the jobs that 
the companies’ claim will be devel-
oped because of their plants will go 
to the local residents. 

Jonathan Weisgall, vice presi-
dent for Legislative and Regulato-
ry Affairs for Berkshire Hathaway 
Energy, who represents the lithi-
um-extraction industry within the 
commission, answered those ques-
tion by not only assuring that the 
jobs are meant for local residents, 
but also by sharing what steps are 
being taken to prepare the Imperial 
Valley workforce in order to be suc-
cessful in those jobs.

“I know from our company’s per-
spective, it is very much in our in-
terest to hire locally as much as we 
can. And to do that we have to work 
on the education, not just at the 
four-year college SDSU level, not 
just at IVC with community college, 
but even in high school. And we 
have every intention of doing that. 
And welcome input from the com-
munity at any time as to how to how 
to make that happen,” Weisgall said.

The commission is made of ex-
perts with a wide variety of back-
grounds, including the Chair Silvia 
Paz of Alianza Coachella Valley, 
Vice Chair Ryan E. Kelley of the Im-
perial County Board of Supervisors, 
Steve Castaneda of the Sweetwater 
Authority, Rod Colwell of Con-
trolled Thermal Resources, Roder-
ic Dolega of Ford Electric Vehicles 
Purchasing, Miranda Flores of the 
California Natural Resources Agen-
cy, Martha Guzman Aceves of the 
California Public Utilities Commis-
sion, James C. Hanks of the Impe-
rial Irrigation District, Arthur Lo-
pez of the Torres Martinez Desert 
Cahuilla Indians, Luis Olmedo of 
Comite Civico Del Valle Inc., Frank 
Ruiz of the Audubon California’s 

Salton Sea Program, Manfred Scott 
of the Quechan Indian Tribe, Tom 
Soto of the Diverse Communities 
Impact Fund and Weisgall.

“Those of you who are on the 
Lithium Valley Commission have 
been appointed and empowered to 
help us make this decision to make 
some recommendations on how 
this may or may not work in the 
interests of those who live in and 
around the Salton Sea, the Imperial 
County, the Riverside County, the 
State of California, and quite can-
didly for our country and the entire 
world,” Assembly member Garcia 
said at the start of the forum. “All 
eyes are on us in terms of what we 
decide to do here. And what’s im-
portant to me is that the Commis-
sion use its power to engage the 
community every step of the way.”

The Lithium Valley Commission 
was created out of AB 1657, which 
instructed the California Energy 
Commission to create the commis-
sion with 14 members appointed 
by a combination of the CEC, oth-
er state agencies, Assembly speak-
er, and Senate Committee, and is 
charged with the creation of a re-
port that reviews, investigates, and 
analyzes issues and potential incen-
tives regarding lithium extraction 
and use in California, which is due 
to be submitted on or before Oct. 1, 
2022. 

“I first of all want to issue some 
thanks to the Assemblymember 
Garcia for his vision and bringing 
together all the stakeholders, as he 
well very eloquently presented it, 
and for once in our lifetime, being 
able to put together a commission 
where there is participant participa-
tion and representation of multiple 
stakeholders and particularly the 
community in the disadvantaged 
representation and the environ-
mental justice,” Luis Olmedo said 
in keeping the focus on community 
needs above all else.

LITHIUM
From page 2
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And while the 81-year-old El 
Centro resident did not physical-
ly take part in a “spirit walk” the 
Quechan hosted in opposition 
to the mining project on Satur-
day, Nov. 20 in Winterhaven, Ar-
row-weed was at the walk’s end 
to provide the participants with 
some advice. 

The highly respected elder, cul-
ture bearer, actor and playwright 
urged those gathered at the tribe’s 
community center to dispense 
with diplomacy in times when 
their very survival was at stake.

“When you see the danger 
coming, don’t be diplomatic,” Ar-
row-weed said. “Stop them, say 
something, do something. The 
best way to do that for young 
people coming up is to learn your 
language, learn your songs, learn 
your story.”

PRESERVING THE 
“TRAIL OF DREAMS”

For millennia, the Indian Pass 
area in eastern Imperial County 
has held religious and histori-
cal significance for the Quechan 
Tribe. The area contains sleeping 
circles, geoglyphs and pottery 
shards left behind by the tribe’s 
ancestors, to name some artifacts. 

The area is also known as the 
“Trail of Dreams,” whose trails al-
low tribe members to navigate the 
spirit world in their dreams.

Speaking to the crowd after the 
walk, Quechan Tribal Council 
President Jordan Joaquin said he 
was among the tribal members 
who had met with Imperial Gold 
representatives before the tribe 
decided to end further talks in 
late 2020.

He had also served on the 
council when Glamis Gold Ltd. 
had proposed a gold mine at In-
dian Pass more than 20 years ago. 

“We won a victory decades ago 
but they’re back again,” Joaquin 
told those gathered. “We will al-
ways say ‘No’ to the desecration to 
our sacred lands.”

As with the tribe’s opposition 
to the previous mining proposal, 
its current struggle has attracted a 
supportive coalition. 

Among the 100 or so individ-
uals present for the spirit walk 
were members of the tri-state 
Fort Mojave Indian Tribe, Gila 
River (Ariz.) Indian Community, 
Cocopah Indian Tribe, as well as 
local community members and 
environmental activists.

During his remarks, Quechan 
Tribe member Zion White told 
attendees that currently there are 
no specific cultural sites at Indian 
Pass that have been formally re-
corded for protection under fed-
eral and state historical site pres-
ervation laws.

White previously worked on 
the Lower Gila River Ethnograph-
ic and Archaeological Project in 
Arizona to help identify numer-
ous Native American cultural re-
sources in the lower Gila River in 
Southwest Arizona.

Because cultural sites eligible 
for protection often need to be 
strictly delineated, the Indian 
Pass region’s ancient and expan-
sive walking trails may prove 
more challenging to protect.

“As indigenous people it’s really 
hard to do that because the areas 
that we traveled and the history 
that it’s connected to is so vast and 
far and wide that we can’t put it 
into a single, certain location,” he 
said. “We definitely have to think 
more critically about how to do 
those things.” 

Just about every individual 
who spoke during the rally ac-
knowledged that the success of 
their efforts depended largely on 
young tribal members’ involve-
ment.

Lycia Maddocks, a Quechan 
member who resides in Washing-
ton, D.C., and is employed as the 
political director for the indige-
nous-led NDN Collective, said 
she recently attended the United 
Nations Climate Change Con-
ference in Scotland as part of a 
global delegation of indigenous 
people.

There, she witnessed young 
people stand up to the billionaire 
corporations and worldwide gov-
ernment officials that Maddocks 
said continue to think they can 
take from indigenous people’s 
land without their consent.

“The youth today have the 
most powerful voice,” Maddocks 
said. “You have the power and I’m 
asking you to please use it.”

She also called on the Quechan 
Tribal Council to formally draft 
and approve a resolution oppos-
ing the Imperial Gold mining 
proposal.

The last to speak at the rally 
was Wendsler Nosie Sr., a San 
Carlos (Ariz.) Apache Tribe 
member who had visited Indian 
Pass on Oct. 15 as an act of soli-
darity with the Quechan. He met 
with Arrow-weed and other trib-
al members. 

The San Carlos Apaches are 
fighting against a proposed cop-
per mine at the Oak Flat area of 
the Tonto National Forest, land 
they consider sacred. Nosie went 
before the U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the Ninth Circuit in San Fran-
cisco on Oct. 22 for oral argu-
ments intended to prevent the 
United States from transferring 
the land to Resolution Copper, a 
multinational mining firm.

The court hearing left Nosie 
deeply concerned, he said, after 
hearing a U.S. attorney argue that 
“it does not matter” if the Oak 
Flat land transfer displaced in-
digenous peoples from their sa-
cred land. 

“This should become a No. 1 
issue to hold the United States re-
sponsible for what they just said,” 
Nosie told those gathered. “We 
have to go to the Supreme Court 
and put the United States on call 
for all the negligence they have 
done. Not only to us but more 
importantly to Mother Earth.”

A Different Kind of Gold Mine  
Currently, Imperial Gold is in 

the process of seeking an operat-
ing permit from the U.S. Bureau 
of Land Management, a process 
that is expected to take up to four 
years or more and will allow the 
public an opportunity to provide 
input, Imperial Gold Chief Oper-
ating Officer Marc Leduc said.

A self-described “gold nerd” 
with decades of executive-level 
experience in the mining indus-
try in the United States and else-
where, Leduc is well aware of the 
history and controversy of the 
previous mining proposal at In-
dian Pass.

Though Imperial Gold plans 
to use the same open-pit, cya-
nide heap leaching method that 
Glamis Gold had previously pro-
posed, its project would mini-
mize physical alterations to the 
landscape, Leduc said.

Such reclamation efforts are 
required by a 2003 state law that 

was largely prompted by the 
Quechan Tribe’s opposition to 
the previous mining proposal. 
The law mandates that areas dis-
turbed by hard-rock mining are 
backfilled with material to within 
25 feet above or below the origi-
nal ground level. 

“The whole reason for the rec-
lamation standard was to satisfy 
the Quechan complaint,” Leduc 
said during a tour of the proposed 
project site on Nov. 16. “What we 
want to do is return (the land-
scape) back to what it was.” 

The company has its sights set 
on a mineral deposit that is pro-
jected to yield about 2.2 million 
of ounces of gold worth an esti-
mated $4 billion.

When Glamis Gold had pro-
posed its mine at Indian Pass in 
the late 1990s, gold was selling 
for about $300 per Troy ounce, 
Leduc said.

“Because gold is now $1,850 
(per Troy ounce), we can pay for 
the higher reclamation standard,” 
he said.

The company, a subsidiary of 
Canada-based KORE Mining, 
is also proposing a novel idea to 
both satisfy the state reclamation 
standard and help mitigate the 
public health risk that is posed by 
the drying Salton Sea.

The proposal, dubbed Project 
ACES (A Clean Environment for 
the Salton Sea), would take about 
83 million tons of clean earthen 
materials dug from the proposed 
gold mine to create a one-foot-
thick layer of material to cover 
the exposed Salton Sea playa, or 
lakebed, to help prevent toxic 
particulate matter from getting 
airborne.

The proposal has even gotten 
the blessing of the Salton Sea 
Authority, the California Natu-
ral Resources Agency, California 
Department of Water Resources, 
and state Department of Fish and 
Wildlife.

“This is the perfect material for 
whatever project they want to do 
over at the Salton Sea to mitigate 
air problems,” Leduc said.

Imperial Gold’s mining pro-

posal is expected to be a financial 
boon for the county as well, by 
generating some $5.9 million in 
local taxes, on top of $162 million 
in federal taxes, and $74 million 
in state taxes.  

The project’s construction is 
projected to create more than 
500 jobs, and more than 220 di-
rect jobs with an annual payroll 
of more than $23 million when 
completed, according to informa-
tion provided by Imperial Gold.

The company is also keen on 
highlighting local mining history 
as much as its potential future. 

Though less expansive as the 
Quechan’s historic ties to Indi-
an Pass, the surrounding region 
looms large in the nearly 300-
year history of gold mining in the 
county. 

Imperial Gold’s logo promi-
nently features a gold-colored 
mountain whose flank contains 
the silhouette of two young boys, 
a reference to the nearby Cargo 
Muchacho Mountains. 

Legend has it that the moun-
tains were named in the late 
1700s after two young boys who 
had returned to the Spanish col-
onists’ mining camp with their 
shirts filled with gold ore, earn-
ing them the title of muchachos 
cargados, or “loaded boys,” said 
Frank Salazar, Imperial Gold di-
rector of government and com-
munity engagement.

“What we decided to embody 
when we started Imperial Gold 
was to bring out rich mining his-
tory of gold in Imperial Valley,” 
Salazar said during the Nov. 16 
visit to the proposed project’s site. 

The company has applied for 
permits from BLM that, if ap-
proved, would allow it to estab-
lish 58 exploratory drill sites in 
two separate areas located be-
tween the Mesquite Gold mine 
and Imperial Gold’s main project 
site, Salazar said.

The exploratory drilling pro-
gram is considered part of the 
overall project’s first phase. If ex-
ploratory studies show that a gold 
mine can be established without 
having undue degradation to the 
cultural and biological resources 
of the area, then Imperial Gold 
would proceed with the project’s 
second phase. 

“Prior to making any land dis-
turbance such as developing a 
drill pad there would be a trained 
archaeologist and cultural re-
source monitors provided for the 
local tribes to ensure that the ar-
eas of disturbance do not contain 
any cultural artifacts or human 
remains,” Salazar stated in an 
email on Nov. 16.

To date, the company has host-
ed two in-person and two virtu-
al meetings with Quechan Tribe 
members, the last of which oc-
curred in December, when rep-
resentatives of the tribe reiterated 
their opposition and decided to 
end the dialogue.

During its talks, Imperial Gold 
had indicated that it would be 
willing to hire Quechan members 
during the project’s exploration 
phase and explained how the 
tribe could stand to benefit finan-
cially from Project ACES were 
the Quechan able to establish a 
company to transport the earthen 
material from the mine site to the 
Salton Sea.

“My wish is that we could 
have a good cooperative re-
lationship with them,” COO 
Leduc said. “The only way to do 
that is through dialogue.”

It remains to be seen when 
that dialogue will resume be-
tween the tribe and Imperial 
Gold, but clearly there is a long 
road ahead in the process. Im-
perial Gold’s permit application 
with the federal government can 
take up to four years.

It appears the Quechan are 
ready to stand firm in their op-
position for now.

“We’re not fighting to take 
the land back. We’re trying to 
stop it from being destroyed,” 
said tribal elder Arrow-weed on 
Oct. 15, when he was joined at 
Indian Pass with the San Carlos 
Apache’s Nosie.

“I know that we’re stopping 
progress, but progress kills, too. 
Progress is dangerous if you 
don’t know how to do it,” Ar-
row-weed said. “They are not 
thinking about the ecology … 
They think that if one little liz-
ard dies it won’t make no differ-
ence.”

INDIAN PASS
From page 1

Wendsler Nosie Sr. (left), a San Carlos (Ariz.) Apache Tribe member, and a fel-
low tribal leader, visit Indian Pass on Oct. 15 as an act of solidarity with the 
Fort Yuma Quechan Tribe, which is opposing a proposed mining operation in the 
area in eastern Imperial County. 

Quechan tribal elder Preston Arrow-weed, who is 81 years old, speaks about efforts to oppose a proposed gold mine on 
sacred tribal lands at Indian Pass in eastern Imperial County. Arrow-weed was accompanied to Indian Pass on Oct. 15 by 
members of the San Carlos (Ariz.) Apache Tribe. | CAMILO GARCIA JR. PHOTO
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NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
Leland Roger Bailey Decedent
CASE NUMBER:   EPR001072  
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors,
contingent creditors, and persons
who may otherwise be interested in
the will or estate, or both, of: Leland
Roger Bailey, aka Leland Roger
Bailey, Sr., Leland R. Bailey, and
Leland Bailey
A Petition for Probate has been filed
by: Lisa Ann Crosby, aka Lisa A.
Crosby, aka Lisa Crosby in the
Superior Court of California, County
of:  IMPERIAL
The Petition for Probate requests that
Lisa Ann Crosby, aka Lisa A.
Crosby, aka Lisa Crosby be
appointed as personal representative
to administer the estate of the dece-
dent.
The petition requests the decedent’s
will and codicils, if any, be admitted
to probate. The will and any codicils
are available for examination in the
file kept by the court.
The petition requests authority to
administer the estate under the
Independent Administration of
Estates Act. (This authority will
allow the personal representative to
take many actions without obtaining
court approval. Before taking certain
very important actions, however, the
personal representative will be
required to give notice to interested
persons unless they have waived
notice or consented to the proposed
action.) The independent administra-
tion authority will be granted unless
an interested person files an objec-
tion to the petition and shows good
cause why the court should not grant
the authority.
A hearing on the petition will be
held in this court as follows:
Date:  December 3, 2021
Time:  8:30 a.m.
Dept.  9
Address of court:
Superior Court of California, 

County of Imperial
939 West Main Street 
El Centro, CA  92243
If you object to the granting of the
petition, you should appear at the
hearing and state your objections or
file written objections with the court
before the hearing. Your appearance
may be in person or by your attorney.
If you are a creditor or a contin-
gent creditor of the decedent, you
must file your claim with the court
and mail a copy to the personal rep-
resentative appointed by the court
within the later of either (1) four
months from the date of first
issuance of letters to a general per-
sonal representative, as defined in
section 58(b) of the California
Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from
the date of mailing or personal deliv-
ery to you of a notice under section
9052 of the California Probate Code.
Other California statutes and legal
authority may affect your rights as
a creditor. You may want to consult
with an attorney knowledgeable in
California law.
You may examine the file kept by
the court. If you are a person inter-
ested in the estate, you may file with
the court a Request for Special Notice
(form DE-154) of the filing of an
inventory and appraisal of estate
assets or of any petition or account as
provided in Probate Code section
1250. A Request for Special Notice
form is available from the court
clerk.
Attorney for petitioner:
Charlotte A. Flanigan
Pinney, Caldwell & Pace
444 South Eighth Street, Suite A
El Centro, CA 92243
(760) 352-7800
Electronically Filed
Superior COurt of California,
County of Imperial
11/08/2021 at 04:09:10 PM
By: Irma De La Rosa, Deputy
Legal 6678 
Publish: Nov. 11, 18, 25, 2021

PUBLIC NOTICE

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT
FILE NO.: 21-891
The following persons are con-
ducting business as: 
Halos and Tiaras
608 East 10th Street
Holtville, CA 92250
County of Imperial
Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 463
Holtville, CA 92250
Full Name of Registrants:  
Caelynn Andrea Iten Founda-
tion
608 E. 10th Street
Holtville, CA 92250
This business is conducted by: 
An Unincorporated Associa-
tion
Registrant commenced to 
transact business under the 
Fictitious Business Name(s) 
listed above on: October 1, 

2014. 
I, Marcy Bingham Declare that 
all of the information in this 
statement is true and correct. 
Signature: Marcy Bingham, 
President
The filing of this statement 
does not of itself authorize the 
use in this State or a Fictitious 
Business Name in Violation of 
the Rights of another under 
Federal, State or Common 
Law. 
Filed with the Imperial County 
Clerk on: October 29, 2021. 
A new statement must be filed 
prior to the expiration date. 
This statement expires on: Oc-
tober 28, 2026. 
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-Re-
corder
Virginia Wong, Deputy Clerk
Legal 9077
Publish: Nov. 4, 11, 18, 21 2021

PUBLIC NOTICE

ANNOUNCEMENT
 

LONG DISTANCE 
MOVING: Call today 
for a FREE QUOTE 
from America’s Most 

Trusted Interstate 
Movers. Let us take 

the stress out of 
moving!  Speak to a 

Relocation Specialist, 
call 1-844-857-1737

 
 Eliminate gutter 
cleaning forever! 

LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-

blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule 

a FREE LeafFilter 
estimate today. 15% 
off Entire Purchase. 

10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-855-

424-7581 
 

Become a Published 
Author. We want 

to Read Your 
Book! Dorrance 

Publishing-Trusted by 
Authors Since 1920 

Book manuscript 
submissions currently 

being reviewed. 
Comprehensive 

Services: Consultation, 
Production, Promotion 
and Distribution. Call 
for Your Free Author`s 

Guide 1-877-538-
9554 or visit http://

dorranceinfo.com/Cali
 

THIS SPACE  
CAN BE YOURS!   

CALL 1-916-288-6011 
or email cecelia@

cnpa.com 
 

NEW AUTHORS 
WANTED! Page 

Publishing will help you 
self-publish your own 
book. FREE author 

submission kit! Limited 
offer!  Why wait?  Call 
now: 1-855-667-0380

 
UPDATE YOUR 

HOME with Beautiful 
New Blinds & 

Shades.  FREE 
in-home estimates 
make it convenient 

to shop from 
home. Professional 

installation.  Top 
quality - Made in the 
USA.  Call for free 

consultation: 1-877-
438-0330.  Ask about 

our specials! 
 

AUTOS WANTED
 

DONATE YOUR CAR, 
BOAT OR RV  

TO HELP HOMELESS 
PETS. 

PETS ALIVE IS A 
CALIFORNIA, 501-C-3 

NONPROFIT. 
GUARANTEED TAX 

DEDUCTIONS. 
PAPERWORK 

EXPERTS, FREE 
QUOTE AND PICK UP.  

ASK ABOUT FREE 
7 DAY VACATION 

OR $200 VISA GIFT 
CARD. 

LAPETSALIVE.ORG 
1-833-772-2632 

 
BOOKS/

PUBLICATIONS
 

JFK vs. CIA 
 

www.jfkvscia.com 
 

www.youtube.com/jfkcia
 

CABLE/INTERNET/
SATELLITE TV

 
AT&T Internet. Starting 
at $40/month w/12-mo 
agmt. Includes 1 TB of 
data per month. Get 
More For Your High-

Speed Internet Thing. 
Ask us how to bundle 
and SAVE! Geo & svc 
restrictions apply. Call 
us today 1-855-397-

7909. 
 

DIRECTV - Watch 
your favorite live 
sports, news and 

entertainment 
anywhere. More 

top premium 
channels than DISH. 

Restrictions apply. Call 
IVS - 1-888-641-5762.

 
FINANCIAL 
SERVICES

 
Over $10K in Debt? 
Be debt free in 24 to 

48 months. No upfront 
fees to enroll. A+ BBB 

rated. Call National 
Debt Relief 1-888-231-

4274. 
 

INSURANCE
 

SAVE BIG on HOME 
INSURANCE! 

Compare 20 A-rated 
insurances companies. 

Get a quote within 
minutes. Average 
savings of $444/

year! Call 1-844-410-
9609! (M-F 8am-8pm 

Central) 
 

MEDICAL/HEALTH
 

Lowest Prices on 
Health Insurance. We 
have the best rates 
from top companies! 
Call Now! 1-888-989-

4807
 

PETS
 

Use Happy Jack® 
ToneKote on dogs & 
cats to insure a warm 
winter coat, prevent 

shedding & eliminate 
doggy odor. At Tractor 

Supply® (www.
fleabeacon.com)

 
Use Happy Jack® 

DD 33 to kill fleas & 
ticks on dogs & cats 
on contact. At Tractor 

Supply® (www.
fleabeacon.com)

 
REAL ESTATE/

LOANS
 

RETIRED COUPLE  
$1 MIL for business 

purpose Real 
Estate loans. Credit 
unimportant. V.I.P. 

Trust Deed Company 
www.viploan.com 

Call 1-818-248-0000 
Broker-principal 

DRE 01041073. No 
Consumer Loans. 

 
SENIOR LIVING

 
Looking for assisted 
living, memory care, 

or independent living? 
A Place for Mom 

simplifies the process 
of finding senior living 

at no cost to your 
family. Call 1-844-741-

0130 today! 

CLASSIFIED ADS

NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINIS-
TER ESTATE OF: Colleen Ann Reed 
Decedent 
CASE NUMBER: EPR001090  
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, 
contingent creditors, and persons 
who may otherwise be interested 
in the will or estate, or both, of: 
Colleen Ann Reed, aka Colleen Ann 
Guerrero, Colleen Reed, Colleen 
Guerrero, and Colleen G. Reed 
A Petition for Probate has been 
filed by: Theresa Parker in the Su-
perior Court of California, County 
of: IMPERIAL 
The Petition for Probate requests 
that Theresa Parker be appoint-
ed as personal representative to 
administer the estate of the dece-
dent. 
The petition requests the dece-
dent’s will and codicils, if any, be 
admitted to probate. The will and 
any codicils are available for exam-
ination in the file kept by the court. 
The petition requests authority to 
administer the estate under the 
Independent Administration of Es-
tates Act. (This authority will allow 
the personal representative to take 
many actions without obtaining 
court approval. Before taking cer-
tain very important actions, how-
ever, the personal representative 
will be required to give notice to 

interested 
persons unless they have waived 
notice or consented to the pro-
posed action.) The independent ad-
ministration authority will be grant-
ed unless an interested person files 
an objection to the petition and 
shows good cause why the court 
should not grant the authority. 
A hearing on the petition will be 
held in this court as follows: 
Date: December 10, 2021 
Time: 8:30 a.m. 
Dept. 9 
Address of court: 
Superior Court of California,  Coun-
ty of Imperial 
939 West Main Street  
El Centro, CA 92243 
If you object to the granting of the 
petition, you should appear at the 
hearing and state your objections 
or file written objections with the 
court before the hearing. Your ap-
pearance may be in person or by 
your attorney. If you are a credi-
tor or a contingent creditor of the 
decedent, you must file your claim 
with the court and mail a copy to 
the personal representative ap-
pointed by the court within the lat-
er of either (1) four months from 
the date of first issuance of letters 
to a general personal representa-
tive, as defined in section 58(b) of 

the California 
Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from 
the date of mailing or personal 
delivery to you of a notice under 
section 9052 of the California 
Probate Code. Other California 
statutes and legal authority may 
affect your rights as a creditor. 
You may want to consult with an 
attorney knowledgeable in Cali-
fornia law. 
You may examine the file kept 
by the court. If you are a person 
interested in the estate, you may 
file with the court a Request for 
Special Notice (form DE-154) of 
the filing of an inventory and ap-
praisal of estate assets or of any 
petition or account as provided 
in Probate Code section 1250. A 
Request for Special Notice form is 
available from the court clerk. 
Attorney for petitioner: 
Charlotte A. Flanigan 
Pinney, Caldwell & Pace 
444 South Eighth Street, Suite A El 
Centro, CA 92243 
(760) 352-7800 
Electronically Filed 
Superior Court of California, 
County of Imperial 
11/22/2021 at 02:08:50 PM 
By: Irma De La Rosa, Deputy Legal 
6692 
Publish: Nov. 25, Dec. 2, 9, 2021
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A boxing exhibition at near-
by Mono’s Gym went on in the 
morning, as did a pancake break-
fast hosted by the Westmorland 
Fire Department.

“It’s changed, but in a positive 
way,” Ayala said. “That’s what we 
want people to know.”

Melisa Barajas is a lifelong res-
ident of Westmorland who has 
attended all the previous festivals. 
She said she noticed how much it 
has grown and was happy to see 
it.

“Community, the get-togeth-
erness, the honey; it’s just the en-
vironment,” Barajas said. “I feel 
happy that the community has 
gotten back together again.”

Zach Fierro came down from 
San Diego with his girlfriend, a 
former resident of Westmorland. 
He has been a regular visitor for 
the past four years. He likes that 
the Honey Festival is a closer-knit 
festival than what he would usu-
ally see in San Diego’s farmers 
markets.

“We come for family, and I like 
the neighborhood feel to it all,” 
Fierro said. “We recognize every-
body who shows.”

Although the festival was larger 
overall, the number of honey ven-
dors had dropped from six down 
to just two this year: Sanchez Bees 
Inc. and Ashurst/Avery Girl Hon-
ey. Both have been around since 
the early years of the festival, but 
Sanchez Bees owner Victor San-
chez said he’s been part of the or-
ganization since day one.

Richard Ashurst said this year 
felt like it was bigger than in years 
past, remembering when his 
grandfather years ago would push 
for Westmorland to be named the 
Honey Capital of the World and 
when the festival began to pro-
mote honey. Ashurst added his 
own business has been changing 
and growing just like the festival 
with new products and honey fla-
vors.

HONEY FEST
From page 6

Mary Helen Hoskins buys a couple of jars from the Avery Girl/Ashurst hon-
ey stand on Saturday, Nov. 20 during the Westmorland Honey Festival.  
| KATHERINE RAMOS PHOTO
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 HOLTVILLETRIBUNE.COM


