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DESERT SHORES — Balloons 
and flowers marked the charred re-
mains of where a father and his two 
children were killed in a fire that 
ultimately destroyed several homes 
and displaced several families liv-
ing in the Desert Shores Trailer 
Park on Friday morning, Nov. 26.

Pedro Dominguez, 33, and his 
children, 14-year-old Viridiana 
Dominguez and 9-year-old Joseph 
Dominguez, died from burn in-

juries, according to the Imperial 
County Sheriff ’s Office, after they 
became trapped in their trailer, 
the location of the initial fire that 
would eventually destroy eight 
trailers.

Imperial County Social Ser-
vices Department staff were at the 
scene operating out of an emer-
gency response RV/field office on 
Saturday, Nov. 27, with a deputy 
director and four social workers 
assessing what kind of services or 
needs those at the trailer park had, 
County Executive Officer Tony 
Rouhotas Jr. said.

Father, 2 Children Die in 
Desert Shores Trailer Fire
Eight Homes Destroyed; County Providing Assistance to Affected

Balloons and flowers mark the charred remains of 
where a father and his two juvenile children were killed 
in a fire at the Desert Shores Trailer Park on Friday 
morning, Nov. 26. | MARCIE LANDEROS PHOTO

Red tape services as a warning on Saturday, Nov. 27, to stay away from the charred remains of a fire that killed three people and destroyed eight trailers 
at the Desert Shores Trailer Park near the Salton Sea on Friday, Nov. 26. | MARCIE LANDEROS PHOTO

BY MEGAN JONES
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

EL CENTRO — Anndrea Muscato wasn’t 
going to celebrate Thanksgiving this year be-
cause she and her family were living out of their 
truck.

Yet she was among those scores of locals who 
felt thankful for some help from the Salvation 
Army El Centro Corps on Wednesday, Nov. 
24., after its annual Thanksgiving meal and 
food distribution.

The next day, Thursday, Nov. 25, some 250 
community members in Holtville came togeth-
er in the spirit of fellowship at Turning Point 
Ministries annual Thanksgiving luncheon. 

HOLIDAY

Organizations Serve Hot Meals, 
Warm Smiles for Thanksgiving

Helen Layton and Kelsey Ellis preparing the stuffing for the Turning Point Ministries 
Thanksgiving feast on Thursday, Nov. 25. | MEGAN JONES PHOTO

BY JULIO MORALES
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

BRAWLEY — As part of a plea deal, defendant 
Ioan Laurint pleaded no contest to the second-de-
gree murder of El Centro attorney Ann Marie 
Zimmerman during a 
court appearance on 
Tuesday, Nov. 30.

Laurint, who is 53 
years old, initially 
faced a single count 
of first-degree murder 
in connection to the 
February 2017 stab-
bing death of Zimmer-
mann, but had that 
charge amended as a 
result of the plea deal 
reached with the county District Attorney’s Office.

The plea agreement was reached with the sup-
port of Zimmermann’s family, county Superior 
Court Judge Christopher Plourd stated during the 
hearing at the court’s west department in Brawley.

Laurint is scheduled to return to court on March 
29 for a sentencing hearing, during which time 
Zimmermann’s husband and brother are expected 
to be present.

No Contest Plea 
in El Centro 
Attorney’s 

2017 Homicide
Defendant Ioan Laurint's Deals 
Reduces Charge in Ann Marie 

Zimmerman's Slaying from 
First- to Second-Degree Murder

LAURINT

ECRMC Bans Visitation in 
Anticipation of New COVID Mutation

BY MARCIE LANDEROS
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

EL CENTRO — El Centro Regional Medical 
Center’s Dr. Adolphe Edward sounded a commu-
nity call to arms, banning hospital visitation in 
response to rising COVID numbers and the new 
variant Omicron.

“We need everybody to step up to the plate 
and take care of the community; both ends of 
the county need to be … on high alert, because 
numbers have been steadily going up,” the hospi-
tal chief executive officer said in an interview on 
Tuesday, Nov. 30. 

“We now know that there's a new strain. And 
it's just a matter of time that it's going to be here 
in California and here in Southern California and 
here in the Valley,” Edward said. “As our infectious 
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Holidays Events 
Planned in All Parts 

of Imperial Valley
BY KATHERINE RAMOS

HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

CALIPATRIA — More holi-
day-themed merriment is on the 
way than you can shake a candy 
cane at, and it kicked off with the 
lighting of the “World’s Tallest 
Flagpole Below Sea Level” in Cali-
patria on Monday night, Nov. 29.

The lighting of Brawley’s tree 
in the Kiwanis Kiosk at Plaza 
Park was up next at 5:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, Dec. 1, with events in 
Holtville and El Centro to follow 
soon after.

One of the biggest events of 
season, which will see a welcome 
return from its COVID-related 
cancellation last year, will be the 
75th annual El Centro Christmas 
Parade from 10 a.m. to noon on 
Saturday, Dec. 4.

Meanwhile, in Calipatria, res-
ident Yoli Ibarra attended the 
“tree” lighting on Monday evening 
with her son for the first time, but 
she has always seen and driven 
by the pole every year, which is 
strung with lights made to look 
like a tree. She lives around the 
corner and happily gets to see it 

all season long.
“We’ve always come, do a lit-

tle drive-by, and let the kids get 
down to see the tree,” Ibarra said. 
“But I love it, the Christmas-tree 
lighting and all the events in the 
city. Once the tree is lit, the holi-
days begin.”

Families sat around the tree 
and watched Mayor Huston Hisel 
flip the big switch at the base of 
the pole. Children played under 
the lights while their parents and 
grandparents watched from their 
seats around the base. Once the 
tree was lit, everyone was invit-
ed into the community center for 
home-baked cookies, coffee, and 
socialing.

“We always come every year, 
came with our kids and not with 
the grandkids,” one Calipatria 
resident said. “They’ve all got the 
Christmas spirit!”

Azalea and Ameera Mara, sis-
ters who were with their parents, 
said they liked seeing the tree 
light up and were looking forward 
to what the season would bring.

“We are looking forward to be-
ing with our family and friends,” 
Azalea said.

Sisters Keilani and Zoey were 
both excited for Christmas and 
being at the lighting ceremony 
with their family Monday night.

“I like it when Santa comes 
and delivers the presents,” Keilani 
said.

“I’d say I’m 100 percent excited 
for the holidays,” Richard Thomas 
Hurtado said.

Calipatria City Council mem-
bers Maria Nava and Silvia 
Chavez said the tree-lighting 
ceremony has been around for 
years, ever since the flagpole was 
first built to honor the memory of 
Helen Momita, wife of the phar-
macist and Calipatria resident 
Harry Momita.

It has flown “Old Glory” from 
the top of the pole, 184 feet in the 
air, and every season becomes 
not only the world’s tallest flag-
pole below sea level but also the 
world’s tallest “Christmas tree” 
below sea level.

The pole has served as the town 
Christmas tree at least since the 

1960s, said Chavez, who remem-
bered seeing it lit up when she 
was in kindergarten.

Nava remembers traveling 
from Niland to Calipatria at the 
night and the lit up tree being the 
first thing she could see before en-
tering town.

“A lot of us are very proud of 
our Christmas tree here in the 
city. We’re proud to see the flag 
waving year-round and we are 
very much excited when we can 
see coming in from Brawley or 
Niland at all angles,” Nava said. 
“And it cheers up the community.”

HOLIDAY EVENTS 
PLANNED SO FAR

The city of Holtville will be 
hosting its tree-lighting cere-
mony as well on Friday, Dec. 3 at 
Holt Park from 5:30 p.m. to 8:30 
p.m. The ceremony will be fol-
lowed by the Holtville Chamber 
of Commerce’s Christmas in the 
Park Farmers Market with food 
and vendors.

There will be performances at 
6:15 p.m. from the Holtville Mid-
dle School band and the Finley 
Elementary transitional kinder 
and kinder classes. This year will 
be the first time the city and the 
chamber are combining what has 
been two separate events, cham-
ber executive manager Rosie Al-
legranza said.

“Everyone just wants to come 
out and see each other and spread 
joy,” she said.

A long time Christmas tradi-
tion is back with the 75th annual 
El Centro Christmas Parade in 
coordination with the Imperi-
al Valley Regional Chamber of 
Commerce, Los Vigilantes, the 
city of El Centro, and present-
ed by El Centro Regional Med-
ical Center. This year the theme 
will be “Golden Jingle Bells” and 
floats and bands will walk the 
route along Main Street and 11th 
Street.

The El Centro Christmas Pa-
rade is held every year on the first 
Saturday of December to kick off 
the holidays in the city. Even now 
the floats are being built for the 
big day. City staff members were 
constructing floats in the MLK 
Jr. Pavilion on Monday and Tues-
day, Nov. 30.

The night before the parade 
on Friday, Dec. 3 the city of El 
Centro will host its own annu-
al Christmas-tree lighting cer-
emony and street fair on Main 
Street and 11th Street from 5 to 9 
p.m. Entertainment will be pro-
vided by Modern Dance Group, 
Jete Dance Academy, Central 
Union High School Chorus and 
Guitar, Southwest Orchestra, and 
there will even be an ice rink.

The Imperial Valley Chorale 
Society is staging its holiday tra-

dition on Friday night as well, 
with its performance of Handel’s 
“Messiah” with the Imperial Val-
ley Chamber Orchestra at 7 p.m. 
in Christ Community Church in 
El Centro. Tickets can be pur-
chased at the door or from lo-
cal chambers of commerce and 
are $15 for adults and youths 
through 12th grade are free.

For Calexico, a small Christ-
mas-tree lighting ceremony has 
been scheduled for Tuesday, Dec. 
7, from 5 to 7 p.m. in front of 
City Hall. City officials said an-
other could still be planned, but 
nothing else was confirmed as of 
publication.

Calexico’s Recreation Depart-
ment is returning with its Santa’s 
North Pole Express on Thurs-
day, Dec. 9, a drive-thru event for 
children who want to get their 
letters sent off to Santa in time 
for Christmas.

There will be goodie bags and 
treats for youths and Santa him-
self will stop by to pick up the 
letters before heading back up to 
the North Pole. The North Pole 
Express will pull into the Calex-
ico Community Center parking 
lots from 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.

The city of Imperial is gearing 
up for the return of its holiday 
events as well. On Friday night, 
Dec. 10, the Imperial Parade 
of Lights returns, followed by 
Christmas in a Small Town on 
Saturday, Dec. 11.

The city’s Parade of Lights will 
run along Imperial Avenue from 
Fourth Street through 15th Street 
and will feature toy and food 
vendors along the route at three 
principal locations: Seventh, 
Ninth, and 11th streets. The pa-
rade runs from 6 to 8 p.m.

Christmas in a Small Town, 
presented by the city and I.V. Re-
gional Chamber, will be from 3 
to 9 p.m. Dec. 11, with vendors, 
food, a beer garden, produce, 
Julian pies, the annual snow hill, 
photos with Santa and live music.

Up north, the first Santa’s 
Workshop hosted by the Cham-
ber of Commerce for Greater 
Brawley and the Boys and Girls 
Club will be Dec. 9. This farm-
ers market will have 30 vendors 
including crafts, food, and drink 
and “a huge pile of snow.” There 
will be an ugly Christmas sweater 
contest, cookie decorating, and 
raffled prizes. It will run from 5 
to 9 p.m. at Brawley’s South Pla-
za.

Mi Calexico and Gran Plaza 
Outlets bring back the holiday 
Art Walk on the Border from 5 
to 9 p.m. Dec. 17 at the outlets on 
West Second Street in Calexico. 
More than 50 vendors and artists 
will be on site, including live mu-
sic, special performances, food 
vendors with vegan options, craft 
vendors and art.

Calipatria will be having more 
holiday cheer later in the month 
on Dec. 18 with its annual Christ-
mas After Dark, a festival held in 
Calipatria Park that will a light 
parade at 5 p.m. and the annu-
al community toy drive will take 
place at the same time at 7 p.m.

While not necessarily holi-
day-themed, Strangers and Co.’s 
16th annual Viva El Valle mas-
sive music and art event returns 
at a time when many people are 
home to visit friends and family. 
It’s scheduled from 4 p.m. to 2 
a.m. at The Den, 455 W. State St., 
in El Centro.

The show features nearly a 
dozen musical acts and near-
ly two dozen artists. Billed as a 
“Desert Legend,” punk rock icon, 
musician and actor Sean Wheel-
er of Throw Rag and Zander and 
Schloss will emcee the event.

Cost is a $5 donation and the 
event is all ages.

A story on the various toy 
drives planned throughout the 
country will be published sepa-
rately.

(This story was updated at 
11:30 a.m. Wednesday, Dec. 1, 
with a tree-lighting ceremony 
scheduled in Calexico.)

LOCAL NEWS
CONTACT EDITOR RICHARD MONTENEGRO BROWN | richardmontenegrobrown@gmail.com

UPCOMING

Holtville High School shields and tall flags drill team members perform while the 
high school’s band plays in the background during the Christmas in the Park event in 
2018. The event was cancelled in 2020 due to concerns over the increasing number of 
COVID-19 cases in California. It returns on Friday, Dec. 3. | FILE PHOTO

Season’s Greetings All Over the Place
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dition on Friday night as well, 
with its performance of Handel’s 
“Messiah” with the Imperial Val-
ley Chamber Orchestra at 7 p.m. 
in Christ Community Church in 
El Centro. Tickets can be pur-
chased at the door or from lo-
cal chambers of commerce and 
are $15 for adults and youths 
through 12th grade are free.

For Calexico, a small Christ-
mas-tree lighting ceremony has 
been scheduled for Tuesday, Dec. 
7, from 5 to 7 p.m. in front of 
City Hall. City officials said an-
other could still be planned, but 
nothing else was confirmed as of 
publication.

Calexico’s Recreation Depart-
ment is returning with its Santa’s 
North Pole Express on Thurs-
day, Dec. 9, a drive-thru event for 
children who want to get their 
letters sent off to Santa in time 
for Christmas.

There will be goodie bags and 
treats for youths and Santa him-
self will stop by to pick up the 
letters before heading back up to 
the North Pole. The North Pole 
Express will pull into the Calex-
ico Community Center parking 
lots from 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.

The city of Imperial is gearing 
up for the return of its holiday 
events as well. On Friday night, 
Dec. 10, the Imperial Parade 
of Lights returns, followed by 
Christmas in a Small Town on 
Saturday, Dec. 11.

The city’s Parade of Lights will 
run along Imperial Avenue from 
Fourth Street through 15th Street 
and will feature toy and food 
vendors along the route at three 
principal locations: Seventh, 
Ninth, and 11th streets. The pa-
rade runs from 6 to 8 p.m.

Christmas in a Small Town, 
presented by the city and I.V. Re-
gional Chamber, will be from 3 
to 9 p.m. Dec. 11, with vendors, 
food, a beer garden, produce, 
Julian pies, the annual snow hill, 
photos with Santa and live music.

Up north, the first Santa’s 
Workshop hosted by the Cham-
ber of Commerce for Greater 
Brawley and the Boys and Girls 
Club will be Dec. 9. This farm-
ers market will have 30 vendors 
including crafts, food, and drink 
and “a huge pile of snow.” There 
will be an ugly Christmas sweater 
contest, cookie decorating, and 
raffled prizes. It will run from 5 
to 9 p.m. at Brawley’s South Pla-
za.

Mi Calexico and Gran Plaza 
Outlets bring back the holiday 
Art Walk on the Border from 5 
to 9 p.m. Dec. 17 at the outlets on 
West Second Street in Calexico. 
More than 50 vendors and artists 
will be on site, including live mu-
sic, special performances, food 
vendors with vegan options, craft 
vendors and art.

Calipatria will be having more 
holiday cheer later in the month 
on Dec. 18 with its annual Christ-
mas After Dark, a festival held in 
Calipatria Park that will a light 
parade at 5 p.m. and the annu-
al community toy drive will take 
place at the same time at 7 p.m.

While not necessarily holi-
day-themed, Strangers and Co.’s 
16th annual Viva El Valle mas-
sive music and art event returns 
at a time when many people are 
home to visit friends and family. 
It’s scheduled from 4 p.m. to 2 
a.m. at The Den, 455 W. State St., 
in El Centro.

The show features nearly a 
dozen musical acts and near-
ly two dozen artists. Billed as a 
“Desert Legend,” punk rock icon, 
musician and actor Sean Wheel-
er of Throw Rag and Zander and 
Schloss will emcee the event.

Cost is a $5 donation and the 
event is all ages.

A story on the various toy 
drives planned throughout the 
country will be published sepa-
rately.

(This story was updated at 
11:30 a.m. Wednesday, Dec. 1, 
with a tree-lighting ceremony 
scheduled in Calexico.)

LOCAL NEWS

GILGAR | NOVEMBER 29, 2021
 'In That Case, I'll Take A Salad'

POLICE BRIEFS

GILGARIMPERIAL COUNTY — The 
following reports were collected 
from the Imperial County Sher-
iff ’s Office call logs from Nov. 23 
through Nov. 29.

TUESDAY, NOV. 23
7:23 a.m.: A California High-

way Patrol officer reported en-
countering an aggressive subject 
walking eastbound on Evan Hew-
es Highway near Brock Research 
Station. The officer reported that 
the subject had threatened him 
and advised any deputies who 
make contact with the subject to 
bring backup.

1:14 p.m.: Deputies received re-
ports of a white male adult with 
gray facial hair, a blue and white 
facemask and a light-colored blue 
shirt driving around in an older 
model SUV in the area of Base-
line Road and Picacho Road in 
Winterhaven taking photos of 
children playing.

WEDNESDAY, NOV. 24
12:16 p.m.: A resident of Dana 

Avenue in Salton City called dep-
uties to complain that a male in-
dividual unknown to the caller 
who arrived in a silver Kia was in 
front of the home throwing rocks 
and yelling about somebody ow-
ing him money. The man left be-
fore deputies arrived.

12:23 p.m.: The El Centro Po-
lice Department requested as-
sistance for two subjects, one of 
which was a suspect in a stabbing, 
barricaded themselves inside a 
home on South Second Street in 
El Centro.

5:23 p.m.: Deputies received 
reports of a suspicious Hispanic 
male adult wearing a gray hood-
ie and tan shorts walking around 
the area of Maple Street and 
Hawk Street in Heber talking to 
himself, walking in the roadway 
and making animal noises.

7:42 p.m.: Deputies responded 
to the Q Casino in Winterhaven 
after an unknown subject passed 
a counterfeit $100 bill.

11:14 p.m.: A resident of Atlan-
tic Avenue in Salton City report-
ed spotting two subjects trying to 
break into his home on his Ring 
doorbell camera.

THURSDAY, NOV. 25
1:49 a.m.: Police responded to 

Slab City for reports of a male 
subject hitting himself in the head 
with a shovel and bleeding from 
the head.

FRIDAY, NOV. 26
2:24 a.m.: Deputies responded 

to the Q Casino in Winterhav-
en after security officers found 
methamphetamine on the black-
jack table floor.

8:39 a.m.: Deputies responded 
to a trailer fire in Desert Shores. 
Three persons died in the fire.

12:16 p.m.: A Salton City resi-
dent contacted deputies regard-
ing unknown males going into 
her residence to harass her for 

sex. The caller advised that this is 
an ongoing issue.

3:36 p.m.: Deputies respond-
ed to a head-on collision at the 
Glamis sand dunes involving a 
motorcycle and a truck with one 
person injured.

SATURDAY, NOV. 27
4:44 a.m.: Deputies received re-

ports of 20-30 shots being fired in 
the area of Evan Hewes Highway 
and Austin Road near Imperial. 
The dispatcher reported hearing 
shots approximately every 30 sec-
onds while on the line.

2:41 p.m.: Deputies respond-
ed to Fink Road in Niland for 
reports of a white male adult in 
shorts and no shirt carrying a 
firearm and threatening residents 
in the area.

SUNDAY, NOV. 28
12:09 p.m.: An employee at 

Pioneers Memorial Hospital in 
Brawley called deputies to advise 
that they were treating a victim 
who was assaulted at Slab City 
but refused to provide any further 
information.

1:38 p.m.: A female subject at 
Salvation Mountain near Niland 
was reported to be having a men-
tal breakdown and removing her 
clothing.

8:16 p.m.: A Heber resident 
called 911 to report finding a male 
subject outside her residence 
asking for help who appeared to 
have been assaulted. The subject 
refused to provide any further in-
formation.

HOLTVILLE Sheriff ’s 
Office Substation

TUESDAY, NOV. 23
2:09 p.m.: A Grape Court resi-

dent reported finding chickens on 
his property that do not belong to 
him. The resident told deputies 
that he believes the chickens may 
belong to a neighbor.

WEDNESDAY, NOV. 24
5:44 p.m.: Deputies responded 

to a 911 call reporting an aggres-
sive Hispanic male adult yelling 
and putting his hands in the air 
on Figueroa Avenue.

THURSDAY, NOV. 25
11:24 p.m.: Deputies received a 

report of a subject in a gray Hyun-
dai driving around shining a light 
into homes. Deputies made con-
tact with the subject who advised 
that they were looking for a lost 
animal.

FRIDAY, NOV. 26
2:57 p.m.: A male subject called 

911 to report that he was assault-
ed by a female he met online and 
that she was not allowing him to 
leave the location.

SUNDAY, NOV. 28
2:34 a.m.: Deputies responded 

to a house fire on Beale Avenue.

STAFF REPORT

FELICITY — A man found 
dead on the side of westbound 
Interstate 8 between Sidewind-
er and Ogilby roads in eastern 
Imperial County was the vic-
tim of a hit and run, according 
to the California Highway Pa-
trol.

Details about the deceased 
pedestrian and the hit-and-run 
itself that occurred on Saturday 
morning, Nov. 27 were limit-
ed due to the ongoing nature 
of the investigation, Highway 
Patrol Public Information Offi-
cer Mike Mitchell said Monday 
morning, Nov. 29.

A call came in to the CHP’s 
Winterhaven station just af-
ter 7 a.m. reporting a body on 
the north shoulder of the in-

terstate. When officers arrived 
there were no vehicles in the 
area but there were obvious 
signs of trauma, but that was all 
Mitchell would say.

The deceased subject was 
male but as of Monday, he has 
not been identified, according 
to Imperial County Chief Dep-
uty Robert Benavidez.

It wasn’t clear whether there 
was any identification on the 

man, but Benavidez had no 
age for subject, and neither the 
Highway Patrol nor the Sher-
iff ’s Office would speculate why 
the man was there.

Benavidez did say that there 
were signs of significant trauma 
to the man’s legs and hip as well 
as debris in the area from an 
impact with a vehicle.

No other information was 
available.

Unidentified Man Killed in I-8 
Hit and Run in East County

PUBLIC SAFETY

STAFF REPORT

GLAMIS — A 33-year-old 
Mesa, Arizona, man died from 
an apparent head injury after he 
lost control on an off-road vehi-
cle and crashed in the Imperial 
Sand Dunes Recreation Area at 
Glamis on Friday, Nov. 26.

The California Highway Patrol 
reported the man, whose iden-
tity was not immediately made 
available, was driving a 2016 
Polaris RZR in the open dirt at 
Glamis around midnight when 
the vehicle overturned and he 
sustained blunt-force trauma in-
juries to his head.

“At this time, impairment does 

not appear to be a factor in this 
collision,” the Highway Patrol 
stated in a press release. The 
accident is still under investiga-
tion.

The report indicates that no 
safety equipment was being used 
at the time of the incident.

The El Centro station of the 
Highway Patrol also report-
ed that for the maximum en-
forcement period, which ran 
from Thanksgiving through the 
weekend, CHP attended to eight 
property damage collisions, two 
minor injury collisions, two ma-
jor injury collisions, the fatal col-
lision at Glamis and four driv-
ing-under-the-influence arrests.

Arizona Man Dies 
in Glamis Rollover

VISIT US ONLINE AT
HOLTVILLETRIBUNE.COM
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Let's Talk About It!

WELLNESS RADIO
Tune In and Listen:

• 1230 AM, Sundays at 7 a.m.
• Stream on Demand at KXORadio.com

With Hosts Scott Dudley 
& Maria Wyatt

Do you have something you'd like 
to ask Scott and Maria? 
Send your question to 

wellnessradio@co.imperial.ca.us

www.co.imperial.ca.us/behavioralhealth
(422) 265-1525

¡Exprésate!

WELLNESS RADIO
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WEEK OF DECEMBER 6

Season of Gratitude
(ORIGINALLY AIRED ON DECEMBER 2019)

Juan J. Flores, LMFT,  Licensed Marriage 
and Family Therapist

In our hectic lives, with all of our responsibilities 
and commitments, quiet reflection on gratitude 

can be easily misplaced. The winter season, 
full of holidays for some, offers us a chance 
to reconnect to the mental health benefit of 

realizing we have so much to be thankful for, 
followed up by demonstrating that gratitude 

to the world so that the spirit of gratitude is as 
infectious as a winter cold, but as healthy as a 

warm bowl of chicken soup for the soul.

SEMANA DEL 6 DE DICIEMBRE

Temporada de Gratitud
(ORIGINALMENTE TRANSMITIDO EN DICIEMBRE 2019)
Juan J. Flores, LFMT Licencia estatal en Terapia 

Matrimonial y Familiar
En nuestras vidas agitadas, con todas nuestras 

responsabilidades y compromisos, la reflexión tranquila 
sobre la gratitud puede perderse fácilmente. La temporada 
de invierno, llena de vacaciones para algunos, nos ofrece 
la oportunidad de volver a conectarnos con el beneficio 
para la salud mental de darnos cuenta de que tenemos 
mucho que agradecer, seguido de la demonstración de 
esa gratitud al mundo para que el espíritu de gratitud 

sea tan contagioso como un resfriado invernal, pero tan 
saludable y cálido como un plato caliente de sopa de pollo 

para el alma.

Following the acceptance of 
the plea deal, Plourd recalled the 
matter to allow Laurint to for-
mally withdraw his previous plea 
of not guilty by reason of insanity.

The plea deal reached on Nov. 
30 represents the conclusion of a 
years-long criminal case that in-
cluded several changes in defen-
dant’s counsel, as well as a sep-
arate civil case that determined 
Laurint was mentally competent 
to stand trial.

Laurint, who had remained 
in custody following his arrest 
shortly after the Feb. 17, 2017, in-
cident at the Golden West Motel 
in El Centro, appeared in court 
on Nov. 30 for the hearing.

He briefly spoke, with the as-

sistance of a Spanish-language 
translator, in response to Plourd’s 
questions about his understand-
ing and agreement with the plea 
deal.

According to information pre-
sented during the April 2017 pre-
liminary examination, and which 
the court on Nov. 30 found as the 
factual basis for the plea deal, 
Laurint had fatally stabbed Zim-
mermann, 53, inside the motel 
room where he had been residing 
for several days.

Laurint, who has 49 years old 
at the time of his arrest, had re-
portedly told El Centro police 
investigators in 2017 that he and 
Zimmermann had been having 
an extramarital affair and that he 
had planned to kill her because 
of her wavering commitment to 
him.

MURDER
From page 1

A poster depicting murder victim Ann Marie Zimmerman is shown during a 
demonstration. Zimmerman’s killer pleaded no contest to second-degree mur-
der on Tuesday, Nov. 30. | PHOTO COURTESY OF MARGARET SAUZA

disease experts, Dr. (Moham-
med) Al-Jasim, and our chief 
medical officer, Dr. (Christian) 
Tomaszewski, always warn us 
that it's just a matter of time be-
fore these new variants arrive.”

Public health, medical and po-
litical figures are operating out of 
an abundance of caution with re-
gard to the new variant, although 
not a great deal is yet known 
about it. 

But it will inevitably come to 
Imperial County, according to 
Maria Peinado, public health in-
formation officer for the county 
Public Health Department. 

“We are still learning about 
the new variant (Omicron), in-
cluding how it spreads and in-
fects individuals as well as how 
it responds to vaccines. What 
we know so far is that there are 
currently no cases in the United 
States; however, based on other 
variants, it is only a matter of time 
before Omicron is detected in the 
United States,” Peinado stated in 
an email on Tuesday.

“This new variant has many 
mutations in important areas of 
the virus that impact infectious-
ness and the ability for immune 
systems to protect from infec-
tion. Some of the mutations are 
concerning to scientists because 
they are very different from other 
variants previously detected, and 
some are similar. Additionally, we 
do not know at this time if this 
new variant causes more severe 
COVID-19 illness than other 
variants or how it might impact 
response to treatment,” Peinado 
stated. 

COVID cases are on the rise. 
On Tuesday, Public Health re-
ported a case rate of 29.59 per 
100,000 residents with a 13.1 per-
cent testing positivity rate, which 
are 2.89 percent and 3.2 percent 
higher than what was previously 
reported by Janette Angulo, di-
rector of the Public Health De-
partment, during an update to 
the county Board of Supervisors 
on Nov. 23. 

As of Nov. 30, Public Health 

was reporting 524 active cases 
of COVID, 160 more cases than 
what Angulo reported last week. 

This rise in cases came as no 
surprise to CEO Edward, who 
explained that COVID infection 
rate models have predicted the 
rise in cases with surprising ac-
curacy.

“Pioneers (Memorial Hospital) 
is at 15 (cases of COVID). We're 
at 43. That's 58 patients (on Nov. 
30). And the model predicted 
that we're going to be at 60 and 
we're close to it. We also sent 
home 14-plus patients out of the 
emergency room that received 
monoclonal antibody (therapy). 
If we didn't have the monoclonal 
antibody, some of those patients 
would have been admitted. So, 
the model is spot on,” Edward 
said. 

In response to the model’s 
prediction that the numbers will 
continue to rise, Edward made 
the choice to ban all visitation 
of patients regardless of health 
status, while also reopening and 
requesting more COVID tents, 
which the hospital use exclusively 

for the quarantining and treat-
ment of COVID-19.

On the positive side, Peinado 
stated Imperial County is cur-
rently reporting a vaccination 
rate (fully) of 75.2 percent, which 
is 7.6 percent above California’s 
rate of 67.6 percent, as report-
ed by https://covid19.ca.gov/ on 
Nov. 30. Imperial County is also 
leading in vaccine rates in the 
5- to 11-year-old category, with 
Imperial County seeing a rate of 
21.5 percent versus California’s 
14.1 percent. 

More on Omicron
Public health labs across the 

United States are gene sequencing 
on average about 80,000 COVID 
tests a week for variants, and over 
the weekend, the U.S. Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
focused its COVID testing efforts 
on four international airports, 
providing free tests from South 
African countries in an effort to 
step up Omicron surveillance, 
according to media reports on 
Wednesday, Dec. 1.

Results from those tests can 
take up to three days. Passengers 

tested were then sent home with 
additional tests and then asked to 
use and send them in three to five 
days.

This comes as President Biden 
mulls new restrictions on inter-
national travel, similar to other 
countries have already done, in 
an effort to slow the spread of 
the variant now detected in more 
than 20 countries and territories.

Most of the confirmed cases 
are in South African nations, but 
there are confirmed cases in Eu-
rope, Australia, and Canada.

An Ounce of Prevention … 
Peinado shared advice on how 

to prevent the spread of COVID, 
and to keep oneself and others 
safe. 

“There are specific actions that 
individual can take today to help 
slow the spread of COVID-19, in-
cluding the Omicron variant.  We 
encourage the public to take the 
following actions:

“Get vaccinated. Vaccination 
will protect you and those you 
love. Californians ages 5 and 
older are now eligible for vacci-
nation. Additionally, those over 

the age of 18 who are at least six 
months since last does of Pfiz-
er or Moderna, or at least two 
months since J&J, are eligible for 
a booster,” she stated. 

“Wear masks. It is recommend-
ed that everyone wear masks in 
indoor public places (such as gro-
cery stores and movie theaters) 
regardless of vaccination status. 
Masks are required in indoor 
public places for everyone who is 
not fully vaccinated. Get tested. 
You should immediately get test-
ed for COVID-19 if you are feel-
ing any symptoms — regardless 
of your vaccination status. Stay 
home if sick. Stay home if you are 
feeling sick. If someone is show-
ing any of these signs, seek emer-
gency medical care immediately: 
trouble breathing, persistent pain 
or pressure in the chest, new con-
fusion, inability to wake or stay 
awake, or pale, gray, or blue-col-
ored skin, lips, or nail beds, de-
pending on skin tone. This list is 
not all possible symptoms. Please 
call a medical provider for any 
other symptoms that are severe 
or concerning,” she stated. 

OMICRON
From page 1

An El Centro Regional Medical Center staff member emerges from one of the tents set up outside the Emergency Department on Wednesday, Dec. 1. The tents were 
put back up more than a week ago to handle the increase that has been occurring in COVID-related hospitalizations. | MARCIE LANDEROS PHOTO
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SPORTS
GIRLS WRESTLING

Holtville High School junior Hope Jesse throws freshman teammate Kate Grizzle to the mat during girls wrestling practice in Holtville. With 16 
girls out for wrestling this is the first time in school history the Vikings will field a full girls wrestling team. | MEGAN JONES PHOTOS

Girls Team, the First 
in Holtville High's 
History, is Ready 

to Hit the Mat
BY MURRAY ANDERSON

HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — For the first time in 
Holtville High School’s more than 100-
year history, a girls wrestling team is 
ready to hit the mat.

In previous years a few girls would 
join the boys team to practice and par-
ticipate in tournaments, but never has 
the interest in girls wrestling been as 
high as it is this year.

With an influx of six freshman plus 
some upperclassmen who’d never given 
wrestling a try, the Vikings have 16 girls 
on the team this year. And by the looks 
of things, they might find some early 
success.

“I always thought that once some girls 
commit it could take off, but honestly 
I was kind of surprised it took off this 
year,” said C.J. Johnston, head coach for 
Holtville’s wrestling program. “I never 
thought we would have this many girls. 
It poses some good issues we have to 
work out, but we just have to be strategic 
for practice times.”

The Vikings took part in the Matador 
Girls Invitational at Mount Miguel High 
School in Spring Valley in mid-Novem-
ber and found success on the mat.

“I think going to that first tournament 
and some of them ended up placing 
kind of motivated all of them a little bit,” 
Johnston said. “They came back and all 
of them seem real eager to learn.”

Senior Danitza Sandoval won the 
116-pound division at the tournament 
and freshman Elah Castro took first 

place in the 170-pound division. Junior 
Hope Jesse took second place in the 
150-pound division while sophomore 
Ixchel Gomez (235 pounds) and fresh-
man Kate Grizzle (143 pounds) both fin-
ished third in their respective divisions.

“I was extremely terrified in my first 
match,” said the 14-year-old Grizzle. 
“Before the match I just tried to keep 
moving and talk to my coach about what 
moves I was going to do.”

READY TO RUMBLE

Holtville High School wrestling coach C.J. Johnston gives instruction to junior Hope Jesse (top) 
and freshman Kate Grizzle during wrestling practice in Holtville. This year is the first time in 
school history the Vikings will field a full girls wrestling team. 

7 Vikings 
on All-DL 
First Team

FOOTBALL

Division 5 Champion 
Palo Verde Leads Voting
BY MURRAY ANDERSON
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — The Holtville High 
School football team had seven players 
named to the All-Desert League First 
Team after the Vikings took second 
place in the DL, behind CIF-San Diego 
Section Division V champion Palo Verde 
Valley High of Blythe.

The Vikings, who finished 8-3 overall 
and 3-1 in the DL, with the only league 
loss being to the Yellowjackets, had a to-
tal of 14 players earn All-DL recognition.

Earning first-team All-DL honors on 
offense was a quartet of seniors, includ-
ing lineman Alan Marquez, quarterback 
Spencer Hilfiker and running backs 
Donovan Johnston and Payton Iten.

“Those seniors have been playing to-
gether for most of their lives, so it’s nice 
to see them get the recognition like this 
on their final season,” said Jason Turner, 
Holtville’s head coach.

Hilfiker, while not throwing for many 
yards, did toss 12 touchdown passes for 
the Vikings and averaged 18 yards per 
completion.

Iten was Holtville’s leading rusher with 
809 yards and 10 touchdowns, followed 
by Johnston’s six touchdowns and 500-
plus yards rushing.

Seven Vikings were named Sec-
ond-Team All-DL, including seniors 
Roger Rolfe and Mason Toten, juniors 
Daniel Ledesma, Austin Trevino, Alexis 
Roldan and Zephan Duarte and fresh-
man Smith Hilfiker.

Holtville High School senior running back 
Donovan Johnston tries to shed a tack-
ler from Mountain Empire during a Desert 
League game. Johnston was named first team 
All-Desert League for his play this season. | 
CAMILO GARCIA JR. FILE PHOTO

STAFF REPORT

HOLTVILLE — In the 
mood to see some high school 
girls basketball? There will be 
plenty of it Friday, Dec. 3, and 
Saturday, Dec. 4, when the Im-
perial Valley Invitational tips 
off at both Holtville and Impe-
rial high schools.

Eight Imperial Valley 
schools and two from Yuma 
make up the 10 teams com-
peting in the event with games 
beginning at 1 p.m. on Friday, 
Dec. 3, in both locations and 
continuing throughout the 
evening. Competition resumes 
at 9 a.m. on Saturday, Dec. 4, 
and continues all day with the 
championship game set for 6 
p.m. in Holtville.

“Traditionally Brawley hosts 
a varsity tournament the first 
weekend in December but isn’t 

able to this year,” said Mur-
ray Anderson, Holtville High 
head coach and co-director 
of the tournament along with 
Imperial head coach Rich Pon-
chione. “We’re only about two 

weeks into the season so this 
is a good opportunity for lo-
cal teams to get in a few games 
and see where they are at.”

Teams competing from 
the Imperial Valley include, 

Holtville, Imperial, Calexico, 
Vincent Memorial Catholic, 
Central Union, Southwest, 
Brawley Union and Calipatria. 
From Yuma, the two teams 
competing are Cibola and 
Yuma Catholic.

The format will feature two 
five-team pools with pool play 
occurring Friday and again on 
Saturday morning. Crossover 
play between the two pools will 
be Saturday afternoon with the 
two pool winners meeting for 
the championship at 6 p.m. on 
Saturday, Dec. 4, in Holtville

“Each team is going to get 
four games in a short period of 
time,” said Anderson, who is 
in his eighth season coaching 
the Vikings. “Both Cibola and 
Yuma Catholic are very good 
teams so there should be some 
exciting competition.”

Vikings Hosting Imperial Valley Invitational
GIRLS BASKETBALL

Holtville High School junior Kamryn Walker goes up for a layup during the 
Vikings’ nonleague game against Calipatria in Holtville on Nov. 23. Both 
the Vikings and Hornets will be competing in the Imperial Valley Invita-
tional girls basketball tournament beginning Friday, Dec. 3, in Holtville 
and Imperial. | MEGAN JONES PHOTO

BY MURRAY ANDERSON
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — The Holtville High 
School boys basketball team opened its 
season with a 52-38 victory over Calipatria 
here on Tuesday, Nov. 30.

After a sluggish first quarter that saw 
the Vikings behind 10-7, they were able 
to grab the lead in the second quarter and 
open a 21-14 halftime lead. Holtville slow-
ly pulled away in the second half, opening 
up the lead to 35-23 at the end of the third 
quarter.

Junior Angel Perez led the way for the 
Vikings with 22 points, including 10 in 
the third quarter. Senior Roger Rolfe had 
10 points for Holtville, including three-of-
four from the free-throw line in the fourth 
quarter.

Next up for the Vikings is a trip to Bly-
the on Tuesday, Dec. 7, where they will 
face Palo Verde Valley High with tip slated 
for 7 p.m.

Vikings Open with 
Win Over Hornets

BOYS BASKETBALL

See WRESTLING, PAGE 6See FOOTBALL, PAGE ?

See BASKETBALL, PAGE 12
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The Imperial County Local Health Authority has 
been an awarded an ACEs Aware Provider 

Engagement grant to bring awareness to adverse 
childhood experiences (ACEs) in our community.

We are hosting 4 virtual sessions covering ACEs 101 
with an opportunity for a $200 stipend upon 

attending one session, proof of completion of the 
ACEs CORE Training and public listing on the 

Clinician Directory.
NO COST TO ATTEND. 

These sessions are recommended for Medi-Cal 
eligible providers, front office staff, office 

managers, billers and clinicians. Visit our website
for a full list of eligible providers. 

Register to any ACEs 101 
session and take your first 
step in becoming an 
ACEs Aware Provider!

First Session 
August 26 1:00 PM

VIRTUAL SESSIONS

August 26, 1:00PM
September 16, 1:00PM 
October 14, 1:00PM
October 28, 1:00PM 

$200 Stipend Opportunity

NO COST TO ATTEND 

Questions? 
VanessaRyckman@co.imperial.ca.us

Scan the QR code or visit 
www.localhealthauthority.org 

Her moves worked as Griz-
zle pinned her opponent in 38 
seconds.

“I was so surprised. It was 
such a big relief,” Grizzle said.

Johnston said there are 
enough girls at the right weight 
classes that he thinks the 
young squad could fare well 
when it comes time for the CIF 
championships.

“We’ve got some girls that 
are pretty athletic and could do 
pretty well when it comes time 
for CIF,” Johnston said. “From 
what I’m hearing, the numbers 
for girls wrestling are up here 
in the Valley.”

With most of his attention 
focused on the boys wrestling 
program, Johnston has sum-
moned the help of Holtville 
alum Richard Sanchez to help 
with the girls team. Sanchez 
coached his daughter Raven 

in the 2000s when she was the 
only female wrestler for Holt-
ville.

“He (Sanchez) would take 
his daughter to the (CIF) 
Southern Section tournaments 
back then when girls wrestling 
wasn’t as popular as it is now,” 
Johnston said. “We’ve kind of 
always had a girl here or there 
that wanted to wrestle but 
never a full team like we have 
now.”

Grizzle said being part of 
history is something she’ll al-
ways have and she knows the 
focus needed for wrestling will 
help her with other sports and 
throughout life.

“It has made me think a 
lot about my health when it 
comes to weighing in and what 
weight class I’m in. Nutrition 
is such a big part of it,” Grizzle 
said. “It’s such an honor to be 
part of the first girls wrestling 
team. The girls and coaches are 
so supportive.”

WRESTLING
From page 5

Holtville High junior Hope Jesse (pink shirt) works on taking down freshman Kate Grizzle to the mat as wrestling coach 
C.J. Johnston looks on during wrestling practice in Holtville. | MEGAN JONES PHOTO
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NO CONTRACTS   |    NO ADDED TAXES   |    NO HIDDEN FEES

We changed the rules when we introduced Mobile with  
NO contracts, NO added taxes and NO hidden fees.  
And we are changing the rules again. Now you can get  
2+ lines for $29.99/mo per line^ with UNLIMITED talk,  
text and data, including Nationwide 5G.

Looking for the latest devices?
Spectrum has those, too. Shop today’s most popular  
phones and get a $100 bonus when you trade in your  
current device. Or bring your own device. It’s up to you!

AWARD-WINNING CUSTOMER SATISFACTION 
Named #1 in Customer Satisfaction with the Wireless Purchase Experience  
among Mobile Virtual Network Operators.^^^

Presenting the  
BEST DEAL in Mobile. 
Save up to 60%^^ when you get 2+ lines!

Call 1-855-844-9553
Go to SpectrumMobile.com/CalculateMySavings
Visit your neighborhood Spectrum store

DEAL IN
MOBILE

BEST
IS HERE!

THE

2+ UNLIMITED LINES

UNLIMITED  
TALK, TEXT 
AND DATA

Nationwide 5G  
included  

2999$
/ mo per 
line^

Reduced speeds after  
20 GB of usage per line

Offer good through 01/31/2022; subject to change; valid to qualified residential customers who have no outstanding obligation to Charter. Spectrum Internet required. Auto-pay required. Taxes and fees included. ̂ Offer valid for new customers adding 2+ lines or additional 
lines added by current mobile customers to existing service. Smartwatch does not qualify as a line. After 20 GB per line, you will experience reduced speeds for the rest of the bill cycle. Unlimited plans include up to 5 GB mobile hotspot use per line during a billing cycle, 
with speeds reduced down to a maximum of 600 Kbps for mobile hotspot use after 5 GB for the rest of the billing cycle for that line. Bring your own device: Valid on select devices compatible with Spectrum Mobile. Devices must be unlocked prior to activation. To confirm 
device compatibility, visit spectrummobile.com/byod. Trade-in: Promotion requires customers to trade-in qualifying device, add a new line, purchase and activate a new phone. If new phone paid in full, credit applied to purchase. If new phone financed, credit applied  
to bill in pro-rated increments for the duration of the Device Payment Plan. If the final trade-in value exceeds the cost of the new device, the difference will be refunded via check separately from the trade-in credit on your monthly bill in approximately 4 to 6 weeks.  
Visit spectrummobile.com/tradein for details. 5G: To access 5G service, 5G compatible phone and 5G service required. Not all 5G capable phones compatible with 5G service. If 5G phone not compatible with 5G service or if 5G service is not available in your 
area, phone will automatically revert to 4G service. 5G coverage will continue to expand. Speeds may vary. ^^Savings based on 2-line comparison of unlimited plans among major nat’l carriers as of 09/2021: prepaid excl: data usage limits vary by carrier. Visit  
Spectrum.com/policies/mobile-terms for full terms and conditions. ^^^Tied in 2021. For J.D. Power award information, visit jdpower.com/awards. Services subject to all applicable service terms and conditions, subject to change. Services not available in all areas.  
Restrictions apply. ©2021 Charter Communications.
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El Centro Man Dies From Multiple Stab Wounds

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINIS-
TER ESTATE OF: 
Javier Lopez Rodriguez, aka Javier L. 
Rodriguez and Javier Rodriguez 
CASE NUMBER: EPR001092  
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, 
contingent creditors, and persons 
who may otherwise be interested in 
the will or estate, or both, of: Javier 
Lopez Rodriguez aka Javier L. Rodri-
guez and Javier Rodriguez 
A Petition for Probate has been filed 
by: Mia Rodriguez in the Superior 
Court of California, County of: IMPE-
RIAL 
The Petition for Probate requests 
that Mia Rodriguez be appointed as 
personal representative to adminis-
ter the estate of the decedent. 

The petition requests authority to 
administer the estate under the 
Independent Administration of Es-
tates Act. (This authority will allow 
the personal representative to take 
many actions without obtaining court 
approval. Before taking certain very 
important actions, however, the per-
sonal representative will be required 
to give notice to interested persons 
unless they have waived notice or 
consented to the proposed action.) 
The independent administration au-
thority will be granted unless an in-
terested person files an objection to 
the petition and shows good cause 
why the court should not grant the 
authority. 
A hearing on the petition will be held 

in this court as follows: 
Date: December 17, 2021 
Time: 8:30 a.m. 
Dept. 9 
Address of court: 
Superior Court of California,  County 
of Imperial 
939 West Main Street  
El Centro, CA 92243 
If you object to the granting of the 
petition, you should appear at the 
hearing and state your objections or 
file written objections with the court 
before the hearing. Your appearance 
may be in person or by your attorney. 
If you are a creditor or a contingent 
creditor of the decedent, you must 
file your claim with the court and mail 
a copy to the personal representative 

appointed by the court within the 
later of either (1) four months from 
the date of first issuance of letters to 
a general personal representative, as 
defined in section 58(b) of the Califor-
nia Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from 
the date of mailing or personal deliv-
ery to you of a notice under section 
9052 of the California Probate Code. 
Other California statutes and legal 
authority may affect your rights as 
a creditor. You may want to consult 
with an attorney knowledgeable in 
California law. 
You may examine the file kept by 
the court. If you are a person in-
terested in the estate, you may file 
with the court a Request for Special 
Notice (form DE-154) of the filing of 

an inventory and appraisal of estate 
assets or of any petition or account 
as provided in Probate Code section 
1250. A Request for Special Notice 
form is available from the court clerk. 
Attorney for petitioner: 
Mercedes Z. Wheeler, Esq. 
Horton, Knox, Carter & Foote, LLP 
195 South Second Street, P.O. Box 
1439 
Brawley, CA 92227 
(760) 344-2360 
Electronically Filed 
Superior Court of California, County 
of Imperial 
11/23/2021 at 11:42:16 AM  By: Irma 
De La Rosa, Deputy 
Legal 6693 
Publish: Nov. 25, Dec. 2, Dec. 9

Police Search 
Suspect’s Home 
and Find Bloody 
Clothes, Knife

STAFF REPORT

EL CENTRO — A 29-year-old 
man was stabbed to death in El 
Centro on Wednesday, Nov. 24, 
and an acquaintance of his is be-
ing held on suspicion of murder 
in the county jail, according to El 
Centro police.

Just before noon, Ivan Saldana 
of El Centro sustained four or 
five stab wounds to the left side 
of his torso just under his chest 
and apparently either died on the 
way to the hospital or at El Cen-
tro Regional Medical Center, El 
Centro police Sgt. Steven Fisher 
said.

Arrested for the crime was 
27-year-old Angel Jesus Beltran 
of El Centro. No bail information 

was available, but he did remain 
in custody as of Thursday, Nov. 
25.

Fisher described the stabbing 
as an intentionally aggressive 
attack, similar to a “prison-style 
hit,” he said.

The stabbing occurred at Sal-
dana’s home he apparently shares 
with family at 191 W. Orange 
Ave. The crime, however, did not 
happen in the home.

“He was stabbed in an outshed 
just east of the residence. The 
suspect came to the house asking 
for the victim,” said Fisher, add-
ing that someone at home direct-
ed the suspect to the shed at the 
rear of the property.

Minutes later, Fisher said, Sal-
dana “came into the house gush-
ing blood.”

The suspect fled the scene, but 
witnesses knew him from the 
neighborhood and he was arrest-
ed at his home about a block and 
half away within about 15 min-
utes, Fisher said.

Police obtained a search war-
rant for Beltran’s residence, 

where they found bloody clothes 
and a bloody weapon matching 
the description of the knife used 
in the attack, the sergeant said.

No motive has been estab-
lished, and Fisher declined to 
immediately say it was drug or 
gang-related. He did say the sus-
pect had come to the victim’s 
home several days earlier looking 
for the victim.

The shed where the stabbing 
occurred was reportedly where 
Saldana hung out and possibly 
slept.

No initial court date has been 
set as of Monday, Nov. 29. Assis-
tant Imperial County District At-
torney Heather Trapnell said the 
case had not come to the DA’s of-
fice, adding she could not speak 
to whether Beltran would be 
charged. If he is arraigned, that 
would not happen until Tuesday 
afternoon, Nov. 30.

The Wednesday before 
Thanksgiving is one of the worst 
times to be arrested because a 
person would not get a court ap-
pearance for almost a week.

CRIME

A fatal stabbing at 191 W. Orange Ave. in El Centro occurred in the small “out-
shed” to the east of the main residence around noon on Wednesday, Nov. 24. | 
GOOGLE IMAGE

STAFF REPORT

Imperial County Area Agency on Aging is 
hosting a Healthy Aging Virtual Education 
2021-2022 Series the second Wednesday of ev-
ery month, to provide information about ser-
vices offered to older adults (age 60-plus) in 
Imperial County and other interesting topics. 
Presentations are at 10 a.m. in English and 11 
a.m. in Spanish via Zoom.

The purpose of the series is to provide se-
niors, their caregivers, and the community with 
information on services offered by the Imperial 
County Area Agency on Aging and other local 
agencies as well as educate them on topics re-
lated to aging, topics include nutrition, Alzhei-
mer’s, caregiving, transportation, and so much 
more.

The next Healthy Virtual Education work-
shop will take place on Dec. 8 at 10 a.m. in 
English and 11 a.m. in Spanish. The topic is 
transportation services offered by the Imperial 
County Transportation Commission.

The ZOOM Meeting information is as fol-
lows:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81850385916?p-
wd=aU41amxBSWxZRWdENTB3N1BYLytOdz09
Phone Number: 669.900.6833
Meeting ID: 818 5038 5916
Passcode: 488731
For more information and/or to request the series 
flyer, please contact the AAA at 442-265-7033 or 
visit our website at www.aaa24.org.

The Imperial County Area Agency on Aging 
offers a variety of services for seniors, age 60 or 
older, and/or their caregivers throughout the 
county. These services include home delivered 
meals, congregate meals, respite care, legal ad-
vice, information & assistance, and much more.  
If you need additional information regarding 
any of the services provided by our agency, 
please contact our office by calling 442-265-
7033 or toll-free at 800-510-2020.

COMMUNITY
AAA Invites 

Public to Monthly ‘Healthy 
Aging’ Virtual Education

BY KATHERINE RAMOS
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

CALEXICO — It was 
the second semester of the 
2020-2021 school year, as 
regular as a morning could 
be during the height of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, and 
Yara Yareth Araujo, a Calex-
ico High School junior at 
the time, had just gotten her 
siblings up for online class-
es.

Their mother had already 
gone out to the agricultural 
fields to work for the day 
and Yara was in charge of 
her younger siblings while 
the whole family was stay-
ing in Coachella.

Nothing was going right 
that morning. The internet 
was not working, her sib-
lings had lost the chargers 
for the computers, there 
was no way to log into class 
on time, and their mom was 
not there to help.

Yara was so stressed she 
was ready to throw in the 
towel for the day.

But then, without really 
thinking about it, Yara said 
she was knocking on the 
neighbor’s door asking for 
their Wi-Fi password.

“I think I might have said 
‘Hi, hey, good morning,’ 
but at this point I was too 
stressed to think about how 
rude it could sound or how 
disrespectful it would be to 

just be asking her for the 
Wi-Fi password,” Yara said, 
“but she said yes and gave it 
to me.”

Even though she and her 
siblings were all able to log 
into class that day, 17-year-
old Yara remembers still 
being frustrated thinking, 
“If we weren’t here, this 
wouldn’t be happening.”

Yara is the third child of 
six in her household, and 
a child of migrant farm-
workers. Her grandmother 
worked in agriculture, a sin-
gle mother who was trying 
to support her family. Yara’s 
mother does the same, trav-
eling with the crops as the 
jobs change to different 
places while bringing her 
family along with her.

It has created a stressful, 
difficult childhood for Yara 
and her siblings, but her 
story touched the Imperial 
County Office of Education 
Migrant Education Parent 
Committee, which recent-
ly her to be the 2021-2022 
Migrant Honor Student of 
the Year for the Imperial 
County.

The Migrant Honor Stu-
dent of the Year is awarded 
to the student with the most 
moving story and academic 
background. Part of the in-
terview is the student’s sto-
ry, how they have overcome 
their situations, and what it 
means to be a migrant and 

to pursue their education. 
Migrant parents who are 
part of the Migrant Parent 
Committee in the Valley 
are the ones who conduct 
the interviews.

“These are all such beau-
tiful and inspiring stories 
from our students, and 
many times the parents are 
crying because these kids go 
through so much,” said Dr. 
Sandra Kofford, senior di-
rector of Migrant Education 
for Region 6 at the Imperial 
County Office of Education.

Students from school dis-
tricts with a high school mi-
grant program were all con-
sidered for the award. The 
Imperial County or Region 
6 has participants come 
from Brawley, Calexico, El 
Centro, Holtville, Calipa-
tria, and Imperial. Yara will 
be one of 20 representatives 
from the California migrant 
programs.

There will also be a Mi-
grant Parent of the Year 
and an Alumni of the Year 
to represent the Imperial 
County. All three, student, 
parent, and alumni, will 
speak at the bi-annual Mi-
grant Parent Conference in 
March on their experiences 
with the regional migrant 
program and about their 
personal stories as migrants.

Incidentally, this year’s 
Migrant Parent of the Year, 
Zobeida Velazquez, was 

also chosen out of Calexico.
Yara has pushed herself to 

go for higher education, a 
pursuit that will make her a 
first-generation college stu-
dent for her family. She says 
the Calexico Unified Mi-
grant Program, a program 
she has been a part of since 
fourth grade, has helped 
give her the boost she needs 
to reach these goals.

Being a migrant has been 
stressful at times, Yara 
said, and it was not always 
the best life for the family. 
However, she said he want-
ed to support her mother 
and help the family, so she 
would go along when it was 
time to move on with the 
crops.

Yara said sometimes she 
and her siblings were not 
able to stay in the same 
house as their mother, or at 
the times are not able to see 
their mom for days due to 
work. She admits this kind 
of life has made her more 
adaptive to situations and, 
as a result, she feel she feels 
she can take on any situa-
tion she is thrown into.

EDUCATION

Calexico Student Yara Araujo 
is Migrant Student of the Year
CHS Senior Strives to Be the First in Her Family to Attend University

ARAUJO

CONTINUE READING AT:
 HOLTVILLETRIBUNE.COM
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A woman who county officials 
said was the mother of the chil-
dren who were killed and wid-
ow of the father was inside the 
county’s trailer getting assistance 
around midday Saturday.

Rouhotas said Saturday eve-
ning that seven families were 
ultimately displaced by the fire, 
and five of those families re-
ceived some level of assistance 
from Social Serivices.

“One family had already relo-
cated out of county and one is 
currently denying service,” the 
CEO stated.

Most of the residents of the 
trailer park, which sits on west-
ern shores of the Salton Sea, 
are farmworkers, according to 
Rouhotas and Imperial County 
fire Battalion Chief Juan Rodelo. 
Rodelo was at the scene speak-
ing to residents and leading the 
Fire Department’s efforts on the 

ground Saturday.
Social Services staff at the 

scene said the American Red 
Cross was there late Friday night 
handing out hotel vouchers for 
those who lost their homes. Also, 
Rodelo said he was told by some 
at the trailer park that many of 
the displaced were staying with 
family or friends in the area.

Details on how the fire started 
and further information about 
the fatalities weren’t immediately 
available, Rodelo said, adding the 
case is still under investigation.

“During extinguishment, 
crews were notified of the pos-
sible trapped victims in the ful-
ly burned initial mobile home. 
During the overhaul of the inci-
dent, a total of three bodies were 
found and included an adult 
male and two juvenile victims,” 
Rodelo read from the same state-
ment posted on the Fire Depart-
ment’s Facebook post on Friday 
afternoon.

A crew from Imperial Coun-

ty Fire Department’s Salton City 
Station No. 9 were called out to 
the trailer park at 115 Desert 
Shores Drive around 8:35 a.m. 
for a single trailer fire, and as 
they were arriving, they learned 
a second trailer had caught fire. 
Crews arrived to “three trailers 
on fire, two fully involved,” coun-
ty Deputy Fire Chief and Fire 
Marshal Robert Malek said.

The county reported due to 
exposures to nearby trailers, a 
second alarm was called, and a 
defensive attack was mounted. 
A total of six engines were at the 
Desert Shores fire. Malek said at 
the same time, or shortly after 
the Desert Shores call came in, 
county fire crews were dealing 
with a large vegetation fire at Fig 
Lagoon in the southwest end of 
the county near Rio Bend RV 
Park near Seeley.

Rouhotas said that by the end 
of Saturday, the county should 
have a better idea on the level of 
services needed at Desert Shores 

Trailer Park. Some of that assis-
tance could come in the form of 
the same travel trailers provided 
to Niland-area residents.

Friday’s fire comes just sever-
al days after Rouhotas, Deputy 
CEO Esperanza Colio and non-
profit agencies like Comite Civ-
ico Del Valle, the Imperial Val-
ley LGBT Resource Center and 
Spread the Love Charity, among 
others, met to discuss needs in 
the north end of the Imperial 
County.

Due to the remoteness of the 
communities in the northern 
county, needs can appear to be 
more glaring, Rouhotas said on 
Saturday.

“I was not aware of the tragic 
fire, however, we coordinated 
with Supervisor Ryan Kelley and 
Esperanza Colio to get money to 
the families in the Niland fire, 
and we are ready to rapid re-
spond with economic assistance 
to the fire victims should coun-
ty ask for our assistance,” said 

Luis Olmedo, executive director 
of Comite Civico Del Valle, in a 
message on Saturday.

There could be some ques-
tion about the legal residency of 
many of those living at the trailer 
park. There seemed to be a reluc-
tance on the park of residents to 
avail themselves of the services 
of the county, a staff member in-
dicated at the scene.

Rouhotas added residency 
would be part of the needs as-
sessment on Saturday, but resi-
dency would not affect the coun-
ty’s help.

“We would still be willing to 
assist with whatever resources 
we can provide,” he said. “At this 
point, we are not worried about 
residency but more focused on 
the human needs that were im-
pacted by the tragic incident.”

(This story was updated at 9 
a.m. Wednesday, Dec. 1, with 
the correct sex of all victims in 
the fire. The incorrect sex of the 
children was provided.)

FIRE
From page 1

Calexico Outlets 
See Brisk Traffic, 

I.V. Mall Sees Light 
Crowds; Nationally 
Sales Down 28.3% 

Over 2019
BY MARCIE LANDEROS

HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

CALEXICO — Stores 
throughout Imperial County 
opened their doors on Black Fri-
day morning, Nov. 26, forgoing 
the classic midnight opening as-
sociated with the day, and while 
many local retailers were seeing 
so-so Black Friday sales, there 
were a few bright spots.

Some stores reported mixed 
results, saying they were busier 
than a year ago but not as busy 
as pre-pandemic Black Fridays, 
with the exception of some Gran 
Plaza Outlets shops in Calexico.

Retailers like the Puma Out-
let, the Levi Outlet Store, and 
the Adidas Outlet Store reported 
seeing higher numbers, and lines 
could be seen several hours after 
opening on Nov. 26.

“(Black Friday) is going pret-
ty well; better than expected. … 

A lot of people are just spend-
ing money trying to buy gifts for 
their family and that’s pretty good 
for us because it keeps us moving, 
because it’s busy and more occu-
pied,” said Yohcet German, sales 
supervisor for the Puma Outlet, 
on Friday.

Gran Plaza’s shops clearly ben-
efitted from the reopening of the 
border to fully vaccinated nones-
sential travel on Nov. 8. Restric-
tions for everyone except essen-
tial workers had been in place 
since March 2020.

“This is a family tradition of 
ours. I cross from Mexicali to 
my sister’s house in Calexico. We 
would eat our big dinner, then go 
shopping at midnight when the 
stores open,” Mexicali resident 
Maria Lopez said while shopping 
at Gran Plaza. “We couldn’t see 
each other last year, so I am very 
happy to go with her this year 
even if it’s not at midnight.”

In the central portion of the 
Valley, at the stores around the 
Imperial Valley Mall in El Cen-
tro, shoppers commented on 
the comparative lack of crowds, 
which seemed to mirror the more 
national Black Friday trends of 
reduced numbers compared to 
2019.

“I expected it to be busier. I 
have been out shopping all morn-

ing, and there are other people, 
but like, I don’t know, not a lot. 
I was expecting huge crowds like 
before the pandemic,” said Mi-
randa Smith of El Centro, in an 
interview outside Best Buy.

In pre-pandemic years, Best 
Buy was among the stores that 
opened up on Thanksgiving af-
ternoon, and people regularly 
could be found waiting in line 
for hours, even a full day, before 
opening. 

With last year’s Black Friday 
heavily influenced by COVID-19 
restrictions, stores had major ca-
pacity limits if they were opened 
at all. Many shoppers found 
themselves turning to online pur-
chasing in order to get their Black 
Friday deals.

Online shopping created a 
strain on the local economy, not 
just because local businesses lost 
sales revenue, but because local 
governments missed out on sales-
tax revenue. Sales tax proceeds 
from online purchases go to the 
community that the distributing 
center is located in. Legislation 
meant to address that this year 
was not passed. 

Nationally, shoppers did return 
to stores on Friday but in nowhere 
near the volumes of 2019. Traffic 
at retail stores on Black Friday 
dropped 28.3 percent compared 

with 2019 levels, as shoppers 
shifted more of their spending 
online and kicked off their shop-
ping earlier in the year, according 
to NBC News, using preliminary 
data from Sensormatic Solutions.

Traffic was up 47.5 percent 
compared with Black Friday 
2020, Sensormatic reported, at 
a time when the country was 
going through another surge of 
COVID.

As expected, with a slight rise 
in retail shop sales since last year, 
online Black Friday sales took a 
dip.

Retailers saw $8.9 billion in on-
line sales on Black Friday, down 
from a record $9 billion spent a 
year earlier, according to NBC, 
citing data from Adobe Analyt-
ics. Adobe analyzes more than 1 
trillion visits to U.S. retail sites, 
with more than 100 million items 
in 18 different product categories.

On Thanksgiving day, Nov. 25, 
consumers spent $5.1 billion on 
the Internet, flat from 2020 levels, 
NBC reported.

Although the in-person num-
bers weren’t what economic fore-
casters and retailers had hoped 
for, the upward trend (and down-
ward or flattened arc of online) 
shows some confidence of life 
slowly returning to normal.

“We are very excited that the 

state of California has worked so 
hard to — and Imperial County 
to be more specific — to decrease 
the amount of COVID cases we 
have so that our mandates and re-
strictions could be lifted, so that 
there could be an influx in the 
economy during Black Friday,” 
said Daniel Sohn, chief executive 
officer of the Imperial Valley Re-
gional Chamber of Commerce, in 
a phone interview on Friday. 

“I think that the spirit of to-
getherness is upon us. … I think 
people are purchasing and going 
out shopping … and so we are 
seeing an influx in retail,” Sohn 
said, reminding residents to shop 
small and to shop local.

Elizabeth Garcia of Braw-
ley was at the Imperial Valley 
Mall on Friday, but more for her 
mother and the tradition than for 
the practicality of it all. 

“I am only here because my 
mom insisted we come to the 
mall to shop for Black Friday. 
She’s in her 70s, and I can’t get her 
to start shopping online like me,” 
Garcia said. “I bought my family’s 
gifts earlier this week, and they’re 
already at my house and they 
came gift wrapped. Why would I 
wanna go through all of this?”

Richard Montenegro Brown 
contributed information to this 
story.

BUSINESS

Lackluster Local Black Friday Sales Mirror National Picture

The line to get into Levi Outlet Store at the Gran Plaza Outlets in Calexico wrapped around the building two hours after opening on Black Friday, Nov. 26. | MARCIE LANDEROS PHOTOS

CONTINUE READING AT:
 HOLTVILLETRIBUNE.COM

The Adidas outlet 
store at Gran 
Plaza Outlets in 
Calexico has lines 
at the door running 
along the store-
front hours after 
opening on Black 
Friday, Nov. 26.

Shoppers 
walk through 
the Imperial 
Valley Mall 
in El Centro 
without concern 
of large Black 
Friday crowds 
on Nov. 26. 
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DRAFT INTERACTIVE IID DIVISION  
REDISTRICTING MAPS AVAILABLE

The IID Board of Directors is considering redrawing the 
IID division boundaries to be reflective of the population 
changes based on the 2020 U.S. Census.

Redistricting is important to ensure each director serves a 
balanced number of constituents. Final approval is due by 
Dec. 9, 2021.

The draft interactive redistricting maps of the IID division 
boundaries are now available at www.iid.com.

www.iid.com

IID
A century of service.

The LGBT+ community and 
the unhoused population of the 
Valley were also treated to din-
ner during a drive-through event 
at the Eagles Lodge in El Centro 
put on by the staff and volunteers 
of the Imperial Valley LGBT Re-
source Center.

The LBGT Resource Center 
served about 200 meals on site 
and planned to distribute an-
other 100 to the unhoused in the 
area.

Meanwhile, Cesar Robles of El 
Centro was feeling gratitude on 
Nov. 24.  

“I’m just thankful,” he said af-
ter riding his bicycle to the Sal-
vation Army Thrift Store, where 
Majors Saul and Jessica Doria 
hosted the event.

For the second year, the Sal-
vation Army staged its Thanks-

giving feast distribution in a 
drive-thru format, where a fami-
ly was provided a single bag with 
multiple turkey dinners with all 
the fixings. Basic food items and 
even some Christmas décor was 
handed out as well.

Although the event was most-
ly drive-through, people without 
vehicles could come on foot and 
receive a hot lunch.

While there were no pub-
lic feedings in Calexico per se, 
Brown Bag Coalition with the 
help of Martha and Marco Ol-
mos from Called2Serve provided 
and served Thanksgiving dinner 
to the community’s unhoused.

Many of Calexico’s seniors 
were provided a hot Thanksgiv-
ing meal delivered by Neighbor-
hood House.

Hacienda Snack Bar in Braw-
ley provided a Thanksgiving 
meal drive-thru-style for veter-
ans and low-income residents.

THANKSGIVING
From page 1

Adriana Tanory, chief financial officer for the Imperial Valley LGBT Resource 
Center, holds up a sign directing motorists to the drive-thru Thanksgiving din-
ner served by the center staff and volunteers from the Eagles Lodge on State 
Street in El Centro on Thursday, Nov. 25. 

Louis Barajas, Turning Point men’s home director, preps a pan of sliced turkey for the Turning Point Ministries Thanks-
giving feast on Thursday, Nov. 25. 

Vanessa Young 
(from left), 
Natalie Doria, 
and Salvation 
Army El Centro 
Corps Maj. 
Jessica Doria 
hand out food 
items during 
the annual 
Thanksgiving 
meal 
distribution on 
Wednesday, 
Nov. 24. | 
MEGAN JONES 
PHOTOS

Luna De La Morte gives back to the community during the Imperial Valley LGBT Resource Center’s 
drive-thru Thanksgiving dinner on Thursday, Nov. 25. They are a staff member at the center working in 
community outreach but also volunteering their time.

Anndrea Muscato said she and her family weren’t going to have Thanksgiving because they’re living out 
of their truck, but after the Salvation Army provided her with meals and food items on Wednesday, Nov. 
24, they will. Muscato received the items during the Salvation Army’s annual meal distribution at its 
Thrift Store on First Street in El Centro.
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Follow us online at: holtvilletribune.com

Notice of Public Hearing
City of Holtville

November 29, 2021

Notice is hereby given that a public hearing will be held by the City of Holtville City Council at the date,
time, and place indicated below.  The purpose of the public hearing will be to hear comments from the
public regarding the following subject:

On January 6, 2020, the Planning Commission approved a Conditional Use Permit to allow the construc-
tion of the Sunset Rose Senior Apartments project located at 704 East 3rd Street within the R-4 Mobile
Home Park Zone. AMG & Associates, LLC, applicant and property owner, submitted the Tentative Parcel
Map for review on April 8, 2021. The Tentative Parcel Map is for a minor subdivision of an existing 5-
acre lot into three parcels to accommodate the first phase of the housing project. City Council will review
the Tentative Parcel Map and consider the recommendations provided by the Planning Commission at the
previously held meeting on November 15, 2021.

The project has been reviewed in conformance with CEQA and it has been determined that the project is
exempt form CEQA per Section 15332 (Infill Development) of the CEQA Guidelines.

City Council Hearing Date: December 13, 2021
Hearing Time: 6:00 PM

Hearing Location: Holtville City Hall
121 W. 5th Street

Copies of pertinent information are available for review at the City Hall during regular business hours.  If
you would like to know more about the proposed project prior to the public hearing, please contact Denise
Marin, Assistant Planner, at (760) 337-3883 or via email at dmarin@theholtgroup.net. 

Any person desiring to comment on the above project may do so in writing or may appear in person at
the public hearing. Written comments should be directed to the City Clerk, 121 West 5th Street, Holtville,
CA 92250. Please reference the project name in all written correspondence. 

If you plan on attending the public hearing and need a special accommodation because of a sensory or
mobility impairment/disability, or have a need for an interpreter, please contact the City Clerk at (760)
356-3013 to arrange for those accommodations.

Legal 9084 Publish: Dec. 2, 2021

Subject: 
Tentative Parcel Map for the Sunset
Rose Senior Apartments 

Location: 
704 East 3rd Street (APN 045-330-033)

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINIS-
TER ESTATE OF: Colleen Ann Reed 
Decedent 
CASE NUMBER: EPR001090  
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, 
contingent creditors, and persons 
who may otherwise be interested 
in the will or estate, or both, of: 
Colleen Ann Reed, aka Colleen Ann 
Guerrero, Colleen Reed, Colleen 
Guerrero, and Colleen G. Reed 
A Petition for Probate has been 
filed by: Theresa Parker in the Su-
perior Court of California, County 
of: IMPERIAL 
The Petition for Probate requests 
that Theresa Parker be appoint-
ed as personal representative to 
administer the estate of the dece-
dent. 
The petition requests the dece-
dent’s will and codicils, if any, be 
admitted to probate. The will and 
any codicils are available for exam-
ination in the file kept by the court. 
The petition requests authority to 
administer the estate under the 
Independent Administration of Es-
tates Act. (This authority will allow 
the personal representative to take 
many actions without obtaining 
court approval. Before taking cer-
tain very important actions, how-
ever, the personal representative 
will be required to give notice to 

interested 
persons unless they have waived 
notice or consented to the pro-
posed action.) The independent ad-
ministration authority will be grant-
ed unless an interested person files 
an objection to the petition and 
shows good cause why the court 
should not grant the authority. 
A hearing on the petition will be 
held in this court as follows: 
Date: December 10, 2021 
Time: 8:30 a.m. 
Dept. 9 
Address of court: 
Superior Court of California,  Coun-
ty of Imperial 
939 West Main Street  
El Centro, CA 92243 
If you object to the granting of the 
petition, you should appear at the 
hearing and state your objections 
or file written objections with the 
court before the hearing. Your ap-
pearance may be in person or by 
your attorney. If you are a credi-
tor or a contingent creditor of the 
decedent, you must file your claim 
with the court and mail a copy to 
the personal representative ap-
pointed by the court within the lat-
er of either (1) four months from 
the date of first issuance of letters 
to a general personal representa-
tive, as defined in section 58(b) of 

the California 
Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from 
the date of mailing or personal 
delivery to you of a notice under 
section 9052 of the California 
Probate Code. Other California 
statutes and legal authority may 
affect your rights as a creditor. 
You may want to consult with an 
attorney knowledgeable in Cali-
fornia law. 
You may examine the file kept 
by the court. If you are a person 
interested in the estate, you may 
file with the court a Request for 
Special Notice (form DE-154) of 
the filing of an inventory and ap-
praisal of estate assets or of any 
petition or account as provided 
in Probate Code section 1250. A 
Request for Special Notice form is 
available from the court clerk. 
Attorney for petitioner: 
Charlotte A. Flanigan 
Pinney, Caldwell & Pace 
444 South Eighth Street, Suite A El 
Centro, CA 92243 
(760) 352-7800 
Electronically Filed 
Superior Court of California, 
County of Imperial 
11/22/2021 at 02:08:50 PM 
By: Irma De La Rosa, Deputy Legal 
6692 
Publish: Nov. 25, Dec. 2, 9, 2021

PUBLIC NOTICE

Anndrea Muscato said she and her family weren’t going to have Thanksgiving because they’re living out 
of their truck, but after the Salvation Army provided her with meals and food items on Wednesday, Nov. 
24, they will. Muscato received the items during the Salvation Army’s annual meal distribution at its 
Thrift Store on First Street in El Centro.

Palo Verde had the All-DL 
Player of the Year in running 
back Markus Macon and Coach 
of the Year in Wally Grant. Vin-
cent Memorial Catholic had the 
Kicker of the Year in Jose Gue-
vara.

The rest of the First Team is 
made up of Palo Verde’s Aizik 
Gonzales, Carlos Gomez and 
Parker Loureiro, Vincent Memo-
rial Catholic’s Jacobo Elias, Diego 
Elorduy and Armando Apodaca, 
Calipatria’s Alex Fernandez and 
Ricky Tirado and Mountain Em-
pire’s Chaz Ennis.

The rest of the Second Team 
offense is Palo Verde’s Terrell 
Cross, Jesus Flores, Rio Alba-
nez and J.C. Phipps, Mountain 
Empire’s Abraham Penuelas and 
Cody Whitehead, Vincent Me-
morial’s Andre Rodriguez and 
Calipatria’s Jacob Zendejas.

The Defensive Player of the 
Year honor went to Mountain 
Empire’s Larry Clark and the 

Punter of the Year distinction 
went to Palo Verde’s Aizik Gon-
zales.

Holtville had three players earn 
First-Team All-DL Defense hon-
ors in senior corner back Dorian 
Maize, sophomore linebackers 
Fermin Velarde and Seth Iten.

The rest of the First Team de-
fense included Palo Verde’s Xza-
vier Bejerano, Nicholas Garnica, 
Xavier Gonzales-Pinon and Ian 
Macial, Mountain Empire’s Lucas 
Spencer, Nakai Lindholm and 
Pedro Castaneda, Calipatria’s L.J. 
Sadberry and Zachary Leal and 
Vincent Memorial’s Diego Galle-
go and Diego Santillan.

The All-DL Second Team de-
fense is Palo Verde’s Landon 
Salazar, Felipe Macial, Ty Phipps 
and Anthony Richards, Moun-
tain Empire’s Danny Obed, 
Landon Laskey and Hunter Mor-
gan, Calipatria’s Bradley Beltran, 
Angel Morales and Abraham 
Barros, and Vincent Memorial’s 
Gabriel Gonzalez, Pablo Zavala, 
Jesus Alonso Hurtado, Max As-
colani and Juan Carlos Bejarano.

FOOTBALL
From page 5

Holtville High School senior quarterback Spencer Hilfiker (22) runs up the sideline 
against Calipatria during a Desert League game. Hilfiker was named first team All-
Desert League for his play this season. | CAMILO GARCIA JR. PHOTO

Holtville High School sophomore linebacker Fermin Velarde (10) pursues an 
Imperial High running back during a game this season. Velarde earned first team 
All-Desert League honors for his play this season. | CAMILO GARCIA JR. FILE PHOTO
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Holtville High School sophomore Jasmine Garewal goes up for a rebound over 
Calipatria High’s Luna Cervantes (9) during the Vikings 58-20 nonleague 
victory on Nov. 23 in Holtville. The Vikings and Hornets will be competing in 
the Imperial Valley Invitational girls basketball tournament beginning Friday, 
Dec. 3, in Holtville and Imperial. | MEGAN JONES PHOTO

Tickets are $10 for adults, $5 for 
students and senior citizens 65 and 
older. Students with a school ID 
will be admitted free.

The Vikings will open the Invita-
tional at 2:30 p.m. on Friday, Dec. 
3, against Calipatria in the Holt-
ville High gym. Holtville will also 
face off against Calexico at 7 p.m. 
on Friday, Dec. 3.

The Vikings will meet Yuma 
Catholic at 9 a.m. on Saturday, Dec. 
4, and wait to see where they fall for 
the crossover game Saturday after-
noon.

Holtville defeated the Hornets 
58-20 on Tuesday, Nov. 23, in a 
nonleague matchup on the Vi-
kings’ home court. Senior Orian 
Anderson led Holtville with 21 
points while sophomore Jasmine 
Garewal delivered 16 points and 18 
rebounds.

Junior Julia Moreno had 12 
points for the Vikings with junior 
Kamryn Walker finishing with six 
points, eight rebounds, seven as-
sists and six steals.

BASKETBALL
From page 5
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