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HOLIDAYS

BY MARCIE LANDEROS 
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — Bringing the commu-
nity together in the spirit of Christmas 
was the order of the evening when the 
city of Holtville and Holtville’s Chamber 
of Commerce joined forces on Friday, 
Dec. 3, to combine its two notable hol-
iday celebrations, Christmas in the Park 
and the Holtville’s tree-lighting ceremo-
ny.

“They’ve traditionally been on differ-
ent dates, but we combined them into 
one. So hopefully, things go well, and 
we’ll have Santa there and the student 
groups performing so it should be a good 
night,” Holtville Chamber of Commerce 
Director Ian Wells said as Christmas in 
the Park began.

Ian Wells said it was his brother, City 
Manager Nick Wells, who approached 
the chamber about combining the two 
events. Nick Wells confirmed this in an 
interview conducted during the event.

“The city has traditionally done a 
tree-lighting ceremony for the last … 
many years. And there’s on and off been 

the Christmas in the Park with vendors, 
most of them in the last several years. 
They have been combined sometimes in 
the past, but mostly they’ve been they’ve 
been separate events,” Nick Wells said. 
“We decided that the tree lighting was 
not a very good standalone event, be-
cause there’s not a lot to it, so we just in-
vited the chamber to move their event up 
if they so desired. And they said, ‘Yeah, 

that sounds good.’ So here we are doing 
it together.”

This year’s Christmas in the Park drew 
hundreds of people, featured the lighting 
of the city’s official Christmas tree, which 
sits on the roof above the entrance to 
City Hall. There was a visit from Santa 
Claus as well, who arrived via a Holtville 
fire engine.

Event Doubles Holtville’s 
Holiday Spirit

Emmett S. Finley Elementary School's transitional kindergarten students perform "'Twas the Night Before Christmas" during Christmas In Park in Holtville on 
Friday, Dec. 3, which combined the city's tree-lighting ceremony and the holiday-theme farmers market in Holt Park. | MARCIE LANDEROS PHOTO

Residents take photo with Santa Claus in front of Holtville City Hall on Friday night, Dec. 3. 

See CEREMONY, PAGE 8

UPDATE

BY RICHARD MONTENEGRO BROWN 
AND MARCIE LANDEROS 

HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

EL CENTRO — Manuel Orozco of Seeley, 
his wife, and his parents sat on benches outside 
the Imperial County Courthouse, expecting to 
announce the filing of a lawsuit their attorneys 
had submitted a week ago over a collision that 
left Manuel’s brother, Andres, with a traumatic 
brain injury.

Yet no one showed up to the El Centro press 
conference on Monday, Dec. 6 that their attor-
neys, Michael S. and Luis A. Carrillo of South 
Pasadena, had set up following the filing on the 
suit against the county of Imperial on Dec. 1.

The Orozco brothers and three other men, 
brothers Sergio and Jesus Ruelas, and Luis 
Amarillas, all plaintiffs in the lawsuit, were 
all injured to some degree in the June 26 col-
lision with Imperial County sheriff ’s Deputy 
Anthony Redondo, who died as a result, which 
according to witness accounts was caused by 
Redondo.

Victims in 
Deputy Crash 
File Lawsuit 

Against County

Seeley Man Left with Brain 
Injury, 4 Others Sue Over 

June 26 Collision That 
Killed Anthony Redondo

Manuel Orozco (second, from right) of Seeley, his wife 
(far right), and his mother and father stand outside 
the Imperial County Courthouse on Monday, Dec. 6, 
where Orozco’s attorneys had announced a press 
conference for a lawsuit filed on his and his brother’s 
behalf and three other men injured in a collision with 
the late Imperial County sheriff’s Deputy Anthony Re-
dondo on June 26. | MARCIE LANDEROS PHOTO

See LAWSUIT, PAGE 10

BY JULIO MORALES
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

DESERT SHORES — In the nearly 10 years that Rigo-
berto Landero has been a resident of the Desert Shores 
Trailer Park, he has seen its once-green grounds deteriorate 
into an unkept property that management seems to accept. 

The transformation dates back about five years, after the 
death of the previous property owner, who Landero cred-
ited with performing regular upkeep of the location. Now-
adays, residents must contend with constant sewer and 
electrical problems with little help from the new property 
owner.

UPDATE

Desert Shores Fire Casts Light on Longstanding Concerns
Children Were 

Remembered As “Great 
Kids, Very Engaged”

BY RICHARD 
MONTENEGRO BROWN

HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

DESERT SHORES — Four-
teen-year-old Viridiana Domin-
guez was a freshman at Desert 

Mirage High in Thermal, and her 
little brother, 9-year-old Joseph, 
was a fourth-grader at Oasis El-
ementary on the border between 
Thermal and the unincorporated 
community of Oasis, both in east-
ern Coachella Valley.

The brother and sister had 
reportedly spent Thanksgiv-
ing, Nov. 25, with their father, 

Two Valleys Rally Around Victims

Desert Shores Trailer Park resident Roberto Gomez 
(middle) speaks with Luis Olmedo, executive director 
of Comite Civico del Valle (left) and John Hernandez, 
Our Roots Multicultural Center founder, at the trailer 
park on Friday, Dec. 3. | JULIO MORALES PHOTOSee FIRE, PAGE 4 See CHILDREN, PAGE 9
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BY MARCIE LANDEROS 
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

CALEXICO — The Calexi-
co Police Department, with the 
support of the Fire Department, 
will host its 18th annual Kids ‘N’ 
Badges event, returning to the 
pre-COVID tradition of taking 
some of the underserved children 
in Calexico to breakfast before 
taking them on a holiday shop-
ping spree.

“This year what I’m gunning 
for, and pushing for, is to do with 
the traditional way of having 
breakfast with them rather than 
the drive-thru event we did last 
year,” Police Chief Gonzalo Ge-
rardo said in a phone interview 
on Tuesday, Nov. 30.

While this event has occurred 
every year for the last 18 years, 
last year saw a drive-by event in 
order to meet the pandemic re-
strictions at the time. Officers 
handed out gifts through the win-
dow of cars and made some deliv-
eries to homes. That iteration of 
the event provided children with 
presents but did not create the 

connections between the depart-
ment and the community that the 
previous years had developed, the 
chief said.

The traditional set up for the 
Kids ‘N’ Badges program, which 
is scheduled for Tuesday morn-
ing, Dec. 14, Gerardo said, will 
have a group of disadvantaged 
youths picked up and partnered 
with an officer or a firefighter, 
who will then take them to break-
fast and spend the morning get-
ting to know them.

“It’s a pretty good way for them 
to meet a police officer in a posi-
tive way. I mean, because some of 
these children only hear negative 
stuff or they’ve been there when 
one of their parents or a brother, 
or sister, or an uncle of someone 
in the household gets arrested,” 
Gerardo said. “What we try to do 
is to take and say, hey, look, you 
know, we’re not bad people. We 
like eating pancakes just like you 
do … we drink hot chocolate like 
you do.”

Calexico’s is one of several toy 
drives and holiday gift-giving 
events planned over the next few 
weeks throughout the Imperial 
Valley.

Meanwhile, for Kids ‘N’ Badg-
es, following breakfast, the offi-
cers take the youths to Calexico’s 
Walmart, where the youths are 
given a $100 gift card to be able 
to spend on almost anything in 
the store they like. Many youths 
use this to buy practical items, 
like new school uniforms or oth-
er clothes, rather than the toys we 
expect children to buy, Gerardo 
said.

The chief said his staff try to 
make sure that the youths get at 
least one toy during the spree, 
even if the officers have to pur-
chase it out their own pocket.

This program is made possible 
by a long list of supporters, Gerar-
do said. In addition to the police 

and fire departments, the Imperial 
County’s District Attorney’s Office, 
Walmart, and many private donors 
from around the county assist. For 
more information on the program 
contact the Calexico Police Depart-
ment’s executive assistant, Martha 
Gutierrez, at 760-768-4046.

Kids ‘N’ Badges was inspired by 
the Shop with A Cop program, a 
national program where law en-
forcement officers take youths 
shopping, including in Imperi-
al County. Unfortunately, due to 
complications involving pandemic 
restrictions, Shop with A Cop will 
not be held for the rest of the coun-
ty this year, but there are many oth-
er toy drives occurring. Here are 
just a few.

CALEXICO
The Magic of Giving — Calexi-

co Neighborhood House at 506 E. 

Fourth St. is hosting its annual The 
Magic of Giving event, which is a 
Christmas toy drive, with the aim 
to provide a Christmas gift for more 
than 500 low-income children in 
Heber and Calexico. Distribution 
dates could not immediately be 
verified. For more information, call 
Neighborhood House at 760-427-
7308 or visit the website: https://
nhclx.org

EL CENTRO
Salvation Army’s Angel Tree/

Adopt-A-Family — Christmas as-
sistance for both programs will be 
handed out on Dec. 16th at 9 a.m. 
at the Salvation Army Thrift Store 
location on Fourth Street and Ross 
Avenue. Families with children ap-
ply for Christmas assistance, and 
they will receive toys for their un-
derage children along with a box of 
food. Seniors age 65-plus are also 

able to apply for a food box. Con-
tact Majors Saul and Jessica Doria 
at 760-352-4528 to find out how to 
participate or email Saul.Doria@
usw.salvationarmy.org for more in-
formation.

Toys for Tots — The Off Road Pit 
at 321 E. Main St. has been hosting 
a Toys for Tots dropoff since Nov. 
13. Wrapped toys can be donated 
there through Dec. 10. Toys for 
Tots is a program run by the Unit-
ed States Marine Corps Reserve, 
which distributes toys to econom-
ically disadvantaged children for 
Christmas. For more information, 
you can visit the shop or call 760-
970-4737.

Sure Helpline Crisis Center 
— Sure Helpline Crisis Center re-
ceived 200 toys from El Centro Re-
gional Medical Center on Wednes-
day, Dec. 1, to be handed out on 
Dec. 22 at its office located at 654 
Main St., though times could not 
be verified. For more info contact 
the Sure Helpline Crisis Center at 
760-352-7878.

Christmas Toy Drive-Thru — 
La Fonda Restaurant at 1950 S. 4th 
St. will be hosting Christmas Toy 
Drive-Thru on Dec. 12th from 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m. Organizers are re-
questing that attendees bring new, 
unwrapped toys to be donated as 
Christmas presents for disadvan-
taged children. For more informa-
tion, flyers state to call George at 
760-556-8150 or G-Lo at 951-201-
1214.

BRAWLEY
House of Bread Ministries 

Christmas Outreach — The 
House of Bread Ministries Christ-
mas Outreach is scheduled for 9 
a.m. Dec. 18 at the Lion’s Center, 
225 A St. Once the event starts, 
the doors will shut and no one will 
be allowed. The event is a public 
event with activities and gifts for 
the children who attend. Register 
with Sharlene Rodriguez at 760-
562-6567.  

Donations for this event can be 
received by Rodriguez or at the 
Brawley Police Department, with it 
being addressed to House of Bread 
Ministries Christmas Outreach. 
The ministry will also be collecting 
donations in front of Walmart on 
Saturday, Dec. 4 and Sunday, Dec. 
5 from 4 to 8 p.m.

CALIPATRIA
Calipatria Toy Giveaway — The 

11th annual Calipatria Toy Give-
away will be at 7 p.m. Dec. 18 at 
Calipatria’s Well Being Center, 101 
N. Lake St. Toys will be donated 
needy children from the communi-
ty for Christmas. This event is put 
on by Raul and Diego Navarro, and 
for more information contact Raul 
Navarro at 760-960-3645 or email 
raul.navarro@imperial.edu

LOCAL NEWS
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Full Speed Ahead for Holiday Toy Drives
Calexico’s Kids ‘N’ Badges Returns 
to Pre-Pandemic Form; Youths Will 
Receive Breakfast and Shopping 

Calexico Police Chief Gonzalo Gerardo (from right), Santa Claus, Kids N’ Badges-Calexico Unites coordinator Sgt. Victor Legaspi, and 
two other officers from the Police Department stand with a Calexico girl who was one of two children invited to the police station in 
person to receive a new bicycle and toys as part of the 17th Kids N’ Badges-Calexico Unites event on Dec. 17, 2020. Some 46 children 
had goodie bags with gift cards and other items delivered to their homes by Santa and his law enforcement “elves” earlier that morn-
ing. This year, Kid ‘N’ Badges returns to its pre-pandemic form. | HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE FILE PHOTO
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BY KATHERINE RAMOS
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

EL CENTRO — The Christmas 
season officially kicked off in El 
Centro on Friday night, Dec. 3, 
with the city’s annual Christmas 
tree lighting and street fair near 
downtown El Centro, which drew 
a huge crowd of people ready to en-
joy some festive cheer.

Eight-year-old Nicholas Curling 
was one of many children running 
around the street fair and one of 
the first performers of the night. 
He jingled with all the bells he was 
wearing as he bolted past people in 
his Grinch sweater.

“I’m so excited! I get to spend 
time with my family,” Nicholas 
said.

He was also one of the perform-
ers on the stage that night that 
hosted a number of groups before 
the big lighting ceremny. These 
groups included Modern Dance & 
Afterschool Program, Jete Dance 
Academy, the Central Union High 
School Chorus and Guitar, South-
west Orchestra, and the Cool Deal 
Band.

On the street were vendors sell-
ing food, crafts, and clothes. The 
city of El Centro’s Parks and Recre-
ation was selling buñuelos and giv-
ing out free cups of hot chocolate, 
and on the other side of the street 
there was cookie decorating. Other 
booths had games with prizes for 
anyone to participate in.

Near the city Christmas tree, a 
small ice rink was set up for the 
first time for anyone who wanted 
to try their hand. or rather feet at 
ice skating.

Leticia Montoya brought her 
children to the lighting for the 
street fair, watching them play the 
games and decorate cookies.

“After COVID, it’s nice to have 
everything go back to normal. And 
it’s nice to be out with the kids and 
have some family time,” Montoya 
said.

“It’s a nice tradition that brings 
everyone together,” said Sophia 
Avalos, who was with her cousin 
and her cousin’s daughter, Mila. 
“Even if there’s something you can’t 
afford, you can just come and enjoy 
the free entertainment.”

“I’m excited for presents!” said 
Mila, when asked about what she 
looked forward to for Christmas 
this year.

“The kids are excited to see San-
ta and the tree lighting,” said one 
El Centro parent. “We are really 
thankful that we are able to be here 
again as a community for a tra-
ditional Santa Claus and the tree 
lighting.”

Best friends Lana Caraballo and 
Victoria Jimenez were happy to see 
something festive done in the city, 
especially since there was no public 
ceremony last year.

“I was very sad last year, I sobbed 
myself to sleep!” Caraballo said. 
“It’s feels good be out here again 
and not have as many restrictions.”

Once Santa made his appear-
ance, courtesy of a ride with the El 
Centro Fire Department, the whole 
street counted down the lighting of 

the tree. It may have been the same 
tree as the year before, but many 
were happy to see a city tradition 
continue.

All the children who had lined 
up to take a picture with Santa 
were given a small present courtesy 
of the city of El Centro and Santa 
himself. About 600 presents waited 
under the city Christmas tree this 
year.

The city Christmas tree will re-
main lit up every night this month 
in front of the El Centro Police De-
partment.

El Centro Mayor Pro Tem Tomas 
Oliva said the energy that 8-year-
old Nicholas Curling had, ener-
gized and excited for the Christmas 
season, was what he hoped to see in 
all the children.

“Looking around I see people 
excited, happy; I see children living 
their best life, and that’s what we 
wanted to see,” Oliva said.

LOCAL NEWS

GILGAR | DECEMBER 6, 2021
Ghost of Christmas (Presents) Past

POLICE BRIEFS

GILGAR

El Centro Sees Big Turnout for Tree Lighting Ceremony

STAFF REPORT

IMPERIAL COUNTY — The 
following reports were collected 
from the Imperial County Sher-
iff ’s Office call logs from Nov. 30 
through Dec. 7.

TUESDAY, NOV. 30
8:26 a.m.: A resident of Sea Fair 

Avenue in Salton City reported 
the theft of a Playstation 5 gaming 
console from their front porch.

2:33 a.m.: Deputies responded 
to the corner of Aten Road and 
Silsbee Road in Seeley for reports 
of a vehicle in a canal and a fe-
male subject inside complaining 
of neck and head pain.

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 1
11:17 a.m.: A red and gray Po-

laris ATV was reported stolen at 
the Glamis sand dunes.

11:47 a.m.: A male subject 
called 911 from Ocotillo to re-
port that an elderly male driving 
a black Mercedes with a crucifix 
hanging on the rearview mirror 
had tried to run him over on pur-
pose.

2:45 p.m.: A motorist traveling 
south on Highway 111 at Aten 
Road reported that another driv-
er in a white box truck tried to 
run them off the road.

6:50 p.m.: A subject at Highway 
111 and Sixth Street in Niland 
called 911 to report that a black 
male adult had tried to assault 
him and he’d maced the attacker.

11:04 p.m.: Deputies responded 
to a fire at an orchard near the in-
tersection of the Coachella Canal 
and Flowing Wells Road.

FRIDAY, DEC. 3
11:33 a.m.: A female subject 

called 911 from a Calexico area 
cemetery to report being threat-
ened by another female who was 
accusing her of stealing flowers 
from a grave.

3:12 p.m.: Deputies responded 
to a trailer fire in Desert Shores. 
No one was inside the trailer at 
the time of the fire.

SATURDAY, DEC. 4
3:23 p.m.: Deputies responded 

to reports of an ATV accident in 
the Gecko Loop area of the Gla-
mis sand dunes.

SUNDAY, DEC. 5
3:22 a.m.: Deputies received re-

ports of automatic gunfire in the 
area of Mission Bay Avenue and 
Biddeford Road in Salton City.

8:24 a.m.: A California High-
way Patrol officer reported a hay-
stack on fire near the intersection 
of Interstate 8 and Vanderlinden 
Road outside of Holtville.

9:32 p.m.: Deputies responded 
to the Winterhaven area after a 
group of more than 600 migrants 
crossed the border and were 
walking along Interstate 8 toward 
Yuma.

MONDAY, DEC. 6
1:42 p.m.: A concerned citizen 

called deputies to report that a 
Hispanic male was beating a rug 
with nunchucks in front of his 
residence on Lee Road near Im-
perial. The man had already put 
the nunchucks away by the time 
deputies arrived at the location.

TUESDAY, DEC. 7
12:05 a.m.: A female subject 

called deputies from her resi-
dence on Sea Garden Avenue in 
Salton City to report that two 
subjects were inside her vehicle, 
possibly trying to steal it.

HOLTVILLE Sheriff ’s 
Office Substation

TUESDAY, NOV. 30
6:34 p.m.: A concerned citizen 

reported spotting a gray Kia hit a 
parked vehicle five times on West 
Eighth Street before fleeing the 
scene.

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 1
11:48 p.m.: Deputies responded 

to an alley on Maple Avenue for 
reports of a male subject carry-
ing a wrench trying to jump into 
backyards.

SUNDAY, DEC. 5
9:06 a.m.: A resident of Cedar 

Avenue called deputies to report 
not having water at her residence 
despite paying her water bill.

MONDAY, DEC. 6
9:45 a.m.: Deputies received re-

ports of a Hispanic male subject 
walking near the intersection of 
Holt Avenue and Fifth Street car-
rying a machete. Several subjects 
at Holt Park were contacted but 
deputies were unable to locate 
anyone carrying a machete.

Full Speed Ahead for Holiday Toy Drives

HOLIDAY

Santa Claus makes his appearance and helps light the city Christmas tree in front of the El Centro Police Department during the 
annual lighting event and street fair on Friday evening, Dec. 3. | KATHERINE RAMOS PHOTO
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More troubling, though, are the 
structure fires that have emerged 
as a dire threat. The most re-
cent one destroyed eight mobile 
homes on the morning of Nov. 26 
and claimed the lives of a 33-year-
old man and his two young chil-
dren.

“My kids keep telling me that 
they don’t want to live here,” said 
Landero, who speaks Spanish. 
“I’m scared now. I think we’re all 
afraid.”

Unsurprisingly, the fatal fire 
elicited a widespread response 
from public and private entities, 
bringing some level of relief to 
weary residents like Landero and 
his household.

Temporary housing is in the 
process of being secured by the 
county for those families dis-
placed by the fire. Also, monetary 
donations were initially provided 
by Comite Civico del Valle on 
Nov. 28 to residents displaced by 
the fatal fire, and subsequently to 
every adult resident of the trailer 
park on Friday, Dec. 3.

The $500 check that Landero 
received from Comite Civico on 
Dec. 3 came as a blessing. A for-
mer farmworker, Landero said an 
injury has prevented him from 
working, and his disability insur-
ance benefit now serves as his pri-
mary source of income.

“It barely is enough,” Landero 
said about his disability check on 
Dec. 3. 

In addition, the trailer park’s 
added scrutiny has many resi-
dents and their advocates worried 
that they may all soon be without 
homes should authorities deter-
mine that their residences are un-
fit for habitation.

Los Amigos de la Comunidad 
executive director Eric Reyes, 
who has visited Desert Shores 
Trailer Park on more than one oc-
casion in the wake of the fire, said 
as much.

“Our worst fear is they would 
come in and start red-tagging ev-
erything,” Reyes said on Friday. 

‘Deplorable’ Living Conditions 
The fear of another structure 

fire also looms large in the minds 

of residents and their advocates.
The Nov. 26 fire that destroyed 

eight mobile homes and claimed 
the lives of Pedro Dominguez 
Dominguez, his 14-year-old 
daughter Viridiana Domin-
guez and 9-year-old son Joseph 
Dominguez was the fourth struc-
ture fire that residents can recall 
in recent years.

It remains under investiga-
tion and appears to have burned 
with such an intensity that its 
cause may not ultimately be de-
termined, Imperial County Fire 
Chief Alfredo Estrada Jr. previ-
ously told this newspaper.

Prior to the fatal Nov. 26 inci-
dent, fires had struck vacant mo-
bile homes on two separate occa-
sions, while a third fire destroyed 
a dwelling whose occupants were 
not home at the time, residents 
said.

Jury-rigged electrical panels, 
exposed electrical wiring and 
unpermitted building additions 
are not uncommon at the trailer 
park. 

The conditions are “deplor-
able,” said Irene Hernandez, a 
Salton City resident and director 

of the community-based organi-
zation Rostros y Corazon, which 
is advocating for better living 
conditions on behalf of the Des-
ert Shores Trailer Park residents. 

“No other property owner 
would let conditions get to how 
they are here, because of the law,” 
Hernandez said in Spanish. “So, 
you can imagine what kind of 
management is here. They only 
care about the money and not 
people’s lives.”

The trailer park is one of 78 
mobile home and RV parks un-
der the authority of the Imperial 
County Planning and Services 
Department’s building inspection 
division. 

As of the morning of Wednes-
day, Dec. 8, the county had yet to 
respond to a public record request 
seeking records of any potential 
fire and building code violations 
tied to the conditions or opera-
tions of the trailer park.

During his visit to the Desert 
Shores Trailer Park on Friday, 
Dec. 3, District 4 Supervisor Ryan 
Kelley said the conditions he ob-
served unfortunately reminded 
him of similar living conditions 

he has seen at other trailer parks. 
Such conditions are often a symp-
tom of a shortage of affordable 
housing, he said.

The apparent state of disrepair 
was enough for him to propose 
having the county Building De-
partment and fire marshal do a 
complete assessment of the prop-
erty. He repeated that request 
during the county Board of Su-
pervisors meeting on Tuesday, 
Dec. 7.

“We need to ensure that they’re 
living in safe conditions,” Kelley 
said during his site visit on Dec. 3.

The county’s ability to force the 
property owner to address some 
of the residents’ overall concerns 
is limited. Nonetheless the county 
and local organizations have en-
tered discussions with the prop-
erty owner to see what can be 
done to address the issues.

Kelley characterized the prop-
erty owner as being “receptive” to 
the talks but noted that no sub-
stantial action has taken place yet.

COORDINATED 
RESPONSE

The Desert Shores Trailer Park 
is situated in the northwestern 
reaches of the county. Because 
of its isolation from the rest of 
the county it is more integrated 
into Riverside County, said Luis 
Olmedo, Comite Civico del Valle 
executive director.

The conditions at the trailer 
park, located at 115 Desert Shores 
Drive, likely took decades to get 
to their current state and reflect 
the neglect of many previous 
public officials, he said.

“These conditions don’t happen 
overnight,” Olmedo said. “That 
just says that we failed them. We 
have to be honest with ourselves.”

In response to the needs 
brought on by the fatal fire, Com-
ite Civico provided $4,000 checks 
to each of the seven families that 
were identified as having lost 
their home in the fire.

Because of the apparent needs 
within the overall community, the 
organization also provided $500 
checks to every adult living in the 
trailer park. 

The monetary donations to-
taled more than $50,000 to date 
and were made possible with the 
generous support of the Califor-
nia Endowment, Latino Commu-
nity Foundation and Grantmak-
ers Concerned with Immigrants 
and Refugees, Olmedo said. 

The financial support provided 
to the residents is considered just 
the first phase of Comite Civico’s 
response, which is being coordi-
nated with the county and Salud 
Sin Fronteras, which is made up 
of Comite Civico, Los Amigos 
de la Comunidad and Our Roots 
Multicultural Center, among oth-
er partners.

Comite Civico is poised to un-
dertake a second phase of finan-
cial support in collaboration with 
its partners, which also includes 
the Coachella Valley Unified 
School District and state Assem-
bly member Eduardo Garcia.

“Depending on where the 
county’s help stops, we’ll try to 
step in and help complement 
that,” Olmedo said. “I don’t think 
it takes a lot of money. It takes a 
coordinated effort.”

For its part, the county is in-

stalling travel trailers in Salton 
City to temporarily relocate five 
families impacted by the trailer 
park fire, Deputy county Execu-
tive Officer Esperanza Colio. 

The county received approval 
from the California Department 
of Housing and Community 
Development to provide up to 
90 days of rent and utilities as-
sistance to the families impact-
ed, Colio said in an email on 
Wednesday, Dec. 8.  

“The County of Imperial con-
tinues searching for new locations 
to install additional travel trailers 
to assist the affected families,” she 
said, noting that those additional 
travel trailers are being secured to 
house the displaced individuals 
who are currently residing with 
family members.

Additionally, the county is co-
ordinating with nonprofit organi-
zations to provide additional rent 
assistance beyond the 90 days, as 
well as blankets, towels and other 
basic items needed to relocate the 
families.  

LIFE AFTER THE FIRE
Rostros y Corazon director 

Hernandez said her recently 
formed organization has been 
attempting to force the property 
owner to address the residents’ 
concerns for the past several 
months and is considering legal 
action.

As much as she appreciated the 
outpouring of support that public 
and private entities have shown 
in the wake of the fire, she ques-
tioned why it took such a tragedy 
to prompt people to pay attention 
to the plight of the Desert Shores 
Trailer Park residents.

“This is a tragedy that could’ve 
been avoided, undoubtedly,” Her-
nandez said.

Even so, Rostros y Corazon has 
found it challenging to organize 
the residents into action because 
of their collective fear and mis-
trust of outsiders. 

“The people don’t understand 
we’re working on their behalf 
without pay because we want to 
see changes,” Hernandez said. 
“We’re going to protect them 
against whatever else may come 
their way.”

Part of that mistrust is the result 
of the actions of the attorney who 
is assisting the Rostros y Corazon 
organization, some residents said.

After a series of talks hosted by 
the organization failed to produce 
any results or progress, resident 
Roberto Gomez said he lost inter-
est and stopped attending. 

“It looked like (the attorney) 
was looking out for his own in-
terests,” said Gomez, who speaks 
Spanish.

Gomez lived next door to the 
Dominguez home where the Nov. 
26 trailer park fire started. He 
has since moved in with his son 
at another mobile home within 
the property because his home 
had sustained fire-related dam-
age and was red-tagged by the 
county.

He was sitting outside his 
mobile home directly facing 
the Dominguez home on the 
morning of the fire. Gomez said 
he didn’t recall seeing any initial 
smoke or hearing any pleas for 
help but was alerted to the fire 
by its intense heat.

Gomez said he was momen-
tarily paralyzed by fear but 
eventually attempted to check 
the residence for any occu-
pants by banging on its doors 
and walls. He then turned off 
the power to both his and the 
Dominguez residence and 
alerted other nearby residents 
to evacuate.

His 12-year-old daughter was 
close friends with Viridiana 
Dominguez who, together with 
other neighbors, would pile 
into Gomez’s daughter’s room 
to hang out.

Though the Dominguez chil-
dren lived in Thermal with their 
mother, they often stayed with 
their father. Gomez said he did 
not know they were inside their 
father’s home at the time of the 
fire.   

“I was the only one who seen 
it all happen,” Gomez said. “It 
hurts to think about it.” 

The Imperial County Sheriff ’s 
Office stated on Wednesday, 
Dec. 8 that the family’s cause 
of death was smoke inhalation 
and injuries sustained from the 

Let's Talk About It!

WELLNESS RADIO
Tune In and Listen:

• 1230 AM, Sundays at 7 a.m.
• Stream on Demand at KXORadio.com

With Hosts Scott Dudley 
& Maria Wyatt

Do you have something you'd like 
to ask Scott and Maria? 
Send your question to 

wellnessradio@co.imperial.ca.us

www.co.imperial.ca.us/behavioralhealth
(422) 265-1525

¡Exprésate!

WELLNESS RADIO
¡Escuche!

• 1230 AM
• Transmitir a pedido en KXORadio.com

Con Anfitriona 
Dalia Pesqueira 

Si le gustaria tener respuesta a su 
pregunta en el programa, envie un 

correo electronico a 
programaexpresate@yahoo.com

www.co.imperial.ca.us/behavioralhealth
(422) 265-1525

WEEK OF DECEMBER 13

Casa Serena
Maria Ruiz, MSW, Deputy Director Mental, 
Health Triage and Engagement Services

Sometimes people in our community, suffering 
serious mental health symptoms that are disrupting 
their lives, need safe harbor, a port in the storm to 
stay safe and avert a potentially dangerous mental 

health crisis. Casa Serena provides that safe harbor, 
falling under the prevention portion of the continuum 
of care, providing supportive elements of in patient 
services for those who are having a mental health 
crisis before the crisis escalates. Join us as Deputy 
Director Maria Ruiz comes and talks more in depth 

about this new program.

SEMANA DEL 13 DE DICIEMBRE

Casa Serena
Maria Ruiz, MSW Subdirectora Unidad 

de Triaje de Salud Mental
A veces, las personas de nuestra comunidad, que sufren 
síntomas graves de salud mental que están perturbando 
sus vidas, necesitan un puerto seguro, un puerto en la 

tormenta para mantenerse a salvo y evitar una crisis de 
salud mental potencialmente peligrosa. Casa Serena 

brinda ese puerto seguro, que se incluyen en la parte de 
prevención del continuo de atención, brindando elementos 
de apoyo de servicios para pacientes hospitalizados para 
aquellos que están teniendo una crisis de salud mental 

antes de que la crisis se intensifique Acompáñenos 
mientras llega la subdirectora Maria Ruiz y habla más en 

profundidad sobre este nuevo programa.

FIRE
From page 1

District 4 Imperial County Supervisor Ryan Kelley listens to newly seated Salton City Community Services District member Rogelio 
Flores at the Desert Shores Trailer Park on Friday, Dec. 3. | JULIO MORALES PHOTO
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SPORTS
GIRLS BASKETBALL

BOYS SOCCER

STAFF REORT

HOLTVILLE — The 
Holtville High School girls 
basketball team made it to 
the championship game of 
the I.V. Invitational tourna-
ment here on Saturday, Dec. 
4, before falling to Cibola 
High of Yuma.

The Vikings (5-1 over-
all) were 3-0 in tournament 
action heading into the 
championship game where 
Cibola took control early 
and won the title with a 69-
46 victory. The Raiders and 
Vikings each won their re-
spective pools to get to the 
championship game.

“It was a good chance for 
all the teams to get plenty of 
action early in the season 
and make adjustments as 
the season goes forward,” 
said Murray Anderson, 
Holtville head coach and 
tournament co-director 
along with Imperial High 
coach Rich Ponchione. 
“There were some exciting 
games at both locations but 
in the end I think the best 
team in the event won the 
championship.”

In the title game, Cibola 
jumped ahead of the Vi-
kings 22-7 after the first 
quarter and took a 35-22 
lead into the halftime locker 
room. Holtville cut the mar-
gin to 10 in the third quarter 
but the Raiders pulled away 

in the fourth for the win.
Cibola sophomore Sierra 

Bomhower led the way for 
the Raiders with 17 points 
with senior Myna Johnson 
adding 14. For the Vikings, 
it was junior Kamryn Walk-
er leading the charge with 
20 points, followed by se-
nior Orian Anderson with 
nine and junior Julia More-

no with eight.
“Credit to Cibola, that is a 

very talented team and they 
came out and shot lights out 
in the first half,” said An-
derson, who is in his eighth 
season with the Vikings. 
“We had some moments 
in the third quarter but ev-
ery time we got close, they 
would hit a big shot.”

The tournament featured 
10 teams split between two 
five-team pools. Pool play 
was held in Holtville and 
Imperial Friday, Dec. 3, 
with crossover play happen-
ing Saturday, Dec. 4, to de-
cide placing.

In the third-place game in 
Imperial, the Tigers defeat-
ed Calexico 56-28 behind 
25 points from junior Sierra 
Morris.

In the fifth-place con-
test, Brawley Union defeat-
ed Yuma Catholic 51-47 
in overtime. The Wildcats 
Leandra Castillo hit a 
three-pointer in the final 
seconds of regulation to 
send the game into overtime 
where Brawley was able to 
pull out the win.

For seventh place, Central 
Union beat Vincent Memo-
rial Catholic 46-42, while 
Calipatria downed South-
west, 42-26, in the ninth-
place contest.

Earning tournament 
Most Valuable Player hon-
ors was Cibola senior Myna 
Johnson. Joining her on the 
all-tournament team was 
Cibola sophomore Sierra 
Bomhower, Holtville junior 
Kamryn Walker, Holtville 
senior Orian Anderson, Im-
perial junior Sierra Morris, 
Calexico junior Cecilia Cos-
ta and Brawley senior Lean-
dra Castillo.

Vikes Take 2nd 
at I.V. Invitational
Kamryn Walker, Orian Anderson Earn All-Tourney Honors

Holtville High School senior Orian Anderson, right, looks to pass 
the ball in front of Calexico junior Ashley Ramirez during their game 
in the I.V. Invitational tournament in Holtville on Friday, Dec. 3. 

Holtville High School junior Julia Moreno dribbles ahead of two Calexico defenders during a pool-play game in the I.V. Invitational tourna-
ment in Holtville on Friday, Dec. 3. | MEGAN JONES PHOTOS

Holtville High School junior Kamryn Walker tries to save the ball 
from going out of bounds against Calexico during a pool-play game 
of the I.V. Invitational tournament in Holtville on Friday, Dec. 3.

GIRLS SOCCER

BY MURRAY ANDERSON
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — With 10 seniors on the roster, 
the Holtville High School girls soccer team is going 
to need that experience as it moves into a tougher 
league and tougher division come playoff time.

The Vikings (1-2 overall) reached the CIF-San Di-
ego Section Division V semifinals in 2020 and the Di-
vision V championship game in 2021 before losing to 
Orange Glen of Escondido. That success has pushed 
Holtville into Division IV where much stiffer compe-
tition awaits.

With a perfect Desert League record last season, 
the Vikings have been elevated into the Imperial Val-
ley League this season where the likes of Imperial, 
Brawley and perennial power Central awaits.

“We just want to go out there and be competi-
tive and not let these bigger teams walk all over us,” 
said Sadie Ming, Holtville’s second-year head coach. 
“We’ve definitely got experience on the field as op-
posed to other years when we’ve had a lot of youth.”

The Vikings replace Southwest in the IVL as the 
Eagles were relegated to the DL and join Calexico, 
Palo Verde Valley of Blythe and Vincent Memorial 
Catholic.

The winner of each league is guaranteed a spot in 
the CIF-San Diego Section playoffs with other teams 
eligible for at-large bids to the playoffs in their re-
spective divisions.

“Most of our players have seen it all on the field, 
from the semifinals two years ago to the finals last 
year,” Ming said.

Captaining the Vikings this season is the trio of 
senior midfielder Lesley Sandoval, senior forward 
Giselle Gasca and junior forward Jasmine Castro.

“Lesley (Sandoval) is a great leader, a vocal leader 
and she’s seen it all now in her fourth year on varsity,” 
Ming said. “She has a lot of good technical ability and 
she will be anywhere on the field we need her.”

Gasca and Castro will be counted on to do most of 
the goal scoring for Holtville with the graduation of 
leading goal-scorer Amanda Strahm.

New League, 
New Division 

for Vikings

Arroyo Tournament 
Kicks Off on Dec. 9

Holtville High School senior Lesley Sandoval gets control of 
the ball during a game against Calexico in May. Both Holt-
ville and Calexico will be competing in the Martha Arroyo 
Tournament on Friday, Dec. 10, and Saturday, Dec. 11, at 
Birger Field in Holtville. | FILE PHOTO

BY MURRAY ANDERSON
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — After opening the sea-
son with four straight wins, the Holtville 
High boys soccer team has found some 
choppy waters since the calendar turned 
to December, losing four straight games.

After a 1-1 tie with Palo Verde High of 
Blythe on Nov. 30, the Vikings (4-4-1 over-
all) haven’t been able to score a goal in De-
cember, dropping three straight games in 

tournament play in San Diego on Friday, 
Dec. 3, and Saturday, Dec. 4, and falling at 
home on Monday, Dec. 6, to Imperial.

Holtville traveled to San Diego on Fri-
day, Dec. 3, and dropped a 4-0 match to 
Crawford High in the tournament opener, 
then returned on Saturday, Dec. 4, and lost 
2-0 to Foothill Christian High of El Cajon 
and 6-0 to Bishop’s School of La Jolla.

The Vikings returned for a home match-
up against Imperial on Monday, Dec. 6, 
and were blasted by the Tigers, 10-0.

The traditional rivals will meet once 
more in January in a nonleague game be-
fore Holtville begins play in the Imperial 
Valley League along with Central, Calexi-
co and Southwest. Imperial is in the Des-
ert League this season with Brawley, Vin-
cent Memorial Catholic, Calipatria and 
Palo Verde Valley.

The Vikings return to the pitch on 
Thursday, Dec. 9, with a home matchup 
against Vincent Memorial, set for 6 p.m. at 
Birger Field in Holtville.

Vikings Struggling on the Pitch — Team Has Failed to Score in December
Holtville High 
School senior 
Gael Quintero 
sends a pass 
down the field 
during the Vi-
kings’ nonleague 
match against 
Imperial at Birger 
Field in Holtville 
on Monday, Dec. 
6. | MEGAN JONES 
PHOTO

See B-BALL, PAGE 8See SOCCER, PAGE 8
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NO CONTRACTS   |    NO ADDED TAXES   |    NO HIDDEN FEES

We changed the rules when we introduced Mobile with  
NO contracts, NO added taxes and NO hidden fees.  
And we are changing the rules again. Now you can get  
2+ lines for $29.99/mo per line^ with UNLIMITED talk,  
text and data, including Nationwide 5G.

Looking for the latest devices?
Spectrum has those, too. Shop today’s most popular  
phones and get a $100 bonus when you trade in your  
current device. Or bring your own device. It’s up to you!

AWARD-WINNING CUSTOMER SATISFACTION 
Named #1 in Customer Satisfaction with the Wireless Purchase Experience  
among Mobile Virtual Network Operators.^^^

Presenting the  
BEST DEAL in Mobile. 
Save up to 60%^^ when you get 2+ lines!

Call 1-855-844-9553
Go to SpectrumMobile.com/CalculateMySavings
Visit your neighborhood Spectrum store

DEAL IN
MOBILE

BEST
IS HERE!

THE

2+ UNLIMITED LINES

UNLIMITED  
TALK, TEXT 
AND DATA

Nationwide 5G  
included  

2999$
/ mo per 
line^

Reduced speeds after  
20 GB of usage per line

Offer good through 01/31/2022; subject to change; valid to qualified residential customers who have no outstanding obligation to Charter. Spectrum Internet required. Auto-pay required. Taxes and fees included. ̂ Offer valid for new customers adding 2+ lines or additional 
lines added by current mobile customers to existing service. Smartwatch does not qualify as a line. After 20 GB per line, you will experience reduced speeds for the rest of the bill cycle. Unlimited plans include up to 5 GB mobile hotspot use per line during a billing cycle, 
with speeds reduced down to a maximum of 600 Kbps for mobile hotspot use after 5 GB for the rest of the billing cycle for that line. Bring your own device: Valid on select devices compatible with Spectrum Mobile. Devices must be unlocked prior to activation. To confirm 
device compatibility, visit spectrummobile.com/byod. Trade-in: Promotion requires customers to trade-in qualifying device, add a new line, purchase and activate a new phone. If new phone paid in full, credit applied to purchase. If new phone financed, credit applied  
to bill in pro-rated increments for the duration of the Device Payment Plan. If the final trade-in value exceeds the cost of the new device, the difference will be refunded via check separately from the trade-in credit on your monthly bill in approximately 4 to 6 weeks.  
Visit spectrummobile.com/tradein for details. 5G: To access 5G service, 5G compatible phone and 5G service required. Not all 5G capable phones compatible with 5G service. If 5G phone not compatible with 5G service or if 5G service is not available in your 
area, phone will automatically revert to 4G service. 5G coverage will continue to expand. Speeds may vary. ^^Savings based on 2-line comparison of unlimited plans among major nat’l carriers as of 09/2021: prepaid excl: data usage limits vary by carrier. Visit  
Spectrum.com/policies/mobile-terms for full terms and conditions. ^^^Tied in 2021. For J.D. Power award information, visit jdpower.com/awards. Services subject to all applicable service terms and conditions, subject to change. Services not available in all areas.  
Restrictions apply. ©2021 Charter Communications.
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“Christmas in the Park really 
gets everyone together, and the 
community is coming together 
to actually become a community 
once again, especially after this 
COVID thing. We gotta get the 
kids to believe Santa is here, and 
he’s gonna be coming, right?” 
Holtville resident Hunter Toten 
said as he and family watched as 
Santa Claus arrived.

Holiday-themed music could 
be heard around Holt Park while 
a farmers market continued the 
community togetherness, fea-
turing food vendors and booths 
selling holiday wares. Perfor-
mances included a reading of 
“’Twas the Night Before Christ-
mas” by Emmett S. Finley El-
ementary School’s transitional 
kindergarten class.

“It’s a really good opportunity 
for the community to come out 
and share in the holiday season 
together. Certainly, a big piece of 
the puzzle is …we have the kids 

do the choir thing, and all the 
parents come out to watch their 
kids,” Nick Wells said. “And so 
it’s definitely a family-oriented 
event. And you can see this is 
probably the most people we’ve 
had in the park other than a 
Carrot Festival in years.”

As the night continued, the 
happy faces of community 
members could seen through-
out the park, visiting with family 
and friends, shopping at vendor 
stalls, or standing in line for pop-
corn or tacos. Among the food 
vendors was Holtville’s own PK’s 

Hand Pop Kettle Corn and Lem-
on Shakers, which stood proud-
ly after surviving a devastating 
truck fire on Independence Day.

PK’s owner, Patty Kopka, 
could be seen at the back of the 
booth, cooking the kettle corn 
her booth is known for, smil-
ing and waving at people who 
passed by. Kopka’s joy radiated 
as she served her communi-
ty, who had come together this 

summer to help her keep her 
business alive.

“I love being out here with 
the people, especially in Holt-
ville. This where I live, and oh 
my God, look at this! This place 
is getting flooded with people,” 
Kopka said with a laugh, before 
returning to serving people. “It 
makes very happy, and I want to 
wish everybody a very blessed 
and Merry Christmas.”

The Imperial County Local Health Authority has 
been an awarded an ACEs Aware Provider 

Engagement grant to bring awareness to adverse 
childhood experiences (ACEs) in our community.

We are hosting 4 virtual sessions covering ACEs 101 
with an opportunity for a $200 stipend upon 

attending one session, proof of completion of the 
ACEs CORE Training and public listing on the 

Clinician Directory.
NO COST TO ATTEND. 

These sessions are recommended for Medi-Cal 
eligible providers, front office staff, office 

managers, billers and clinicians. Visit our website
for a full list of eligible providers. 

Register to any ACEs 101 
session and take your first 
step in becoming an 
ACEs Aware Provider!

First Session 
August 26 1:00 PM

VIRTUAL SESSIONS

August 26, 1:00PM
September 16, 1:00PM 
October 14, 1:00PM
October 28, 1:00PM 

$200 Stipend Opportunity

NO COST TO ATTEND 

Questions? 
VanessaRyckman@co.imperial.ca.us

Scan the QR code or visit 
www.localhealthauthority.org 

“We always had Amanda up front and she dominated the 
ball and these girls had a tendency to watch,” Ming said. “Both 
have the talent and now they are realizing it’s their time.”

Senior Rachelle Gasca takes care of the centerback position 
for the Vikings with junior Lauren Ripley also back anchor-
ing the defense.

“Those two work so well together and Rachelle really com-
mands the whole team from back there,” Ming said.

Back at goalkeeper, after missing last season, is senior Mi-
chelle Ambrocio.

The Martha Arroyo Tournament features two, four-team 
pools with the crossover games scheduled for Saturday, Dec. 
11, in Holtville. The Vikings are in the pool with Brawley, 
Vincent Memorial and Calexico while the other pool consists 
of Imperial, Mountain Empire of Pine Valley, Palo Verde and 
Southwest.

Holtville hosts Brawley at 3 p.m. on Thursday, Dec. 9, and 
will also meet Vincent Memorial that same day. The Vikings 
will host Calexico at 5:30 p.m. on Friday, Dec. 10, at Birger 
Field in Holtville.

SOCCER
From page 5

The Vikings got to the championship with three pool-play 
wins, downing Calipatria 55-29 in the opener and beating 
Calexico 65-32 in the finale on Friday, Dec. 3.

Walker had 23 points, nine assists and seven rebounds 
against the Bulldogs, while Anderson added 16 points and 10 
assists. Holtville sophomore Jasmine Garewal finished with 
14 points and 12 rebounds.

Early on Saturday, Dec. 4, the Vikings beat Yuma Catholic, 
61-57, behind 25 points, six rebounds and six assists from 
Walker and 17 points and seven assists from Anderson.

The Vikings now hit the road for more than a month as 
they will play 11 straight road games. Up next is a trip to San 
Luis, Ariz., on Thursday, Dec. 9, with tip-off slated for 5:30 
p.m. in Arizona.

B-BALL
From page 5

CEREMONY
From page 1

Lines form at PK’s Hand Pop Kettle Corn and Lemon Shakers, filled with the community that supported owner Patty Kopka after she almost her business during a truck fire 
on Independence Day. | MARCIE LANDEROS PHOTO
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Charles Ray Simpson
July 1, 1951 - Nov. 30, 2021

On November 30, 2021, Charles Ray Simpson went to be with the
Lord. Charles was born on July 1, 1951 in Holtville, Ca, to Donnie and
Anna “Mildred” Simpson. Charles attended the Holtville schools, grad-
uating in 1969. He went to IVC and graduated in 1971. He attended the
last Police Academy  held at IVC. He knew from a young age that he
wanted to be in law enforcement. Charles, married Fairelene Freeman in
1972 and they had two sons, Jachary and Nicholas. In 1990 he met
Ginger Ward and her young son Jerry. They established a life together.
Charles and Ginger would go to on raise her granddaughter, Cheyanne,
from infancy to present.

Charles worked at Modern Grocery during high school then went to
work for Mayfair Markets working his way up to manager. He also
worked as a Reserve Officer for El Centro P.D. until going to work full
time at Holtville Police Department in 1988. He served as an officer,
Sergeant and Chief of Police before retiring in 2005. He was so proud to serve his community.

Charles’ greatest love was his family. He loved to BBQ, play cards and joke and tease with everyone.
He was always ready and willing to help anyone who needed it. Charles was the rock that all who knew
him could depend on.

Charles was preceded in death by his father, Donnie Simpson. He is survived by his mother, Mildred
Simpson, his sister Tricia Johnston and his partner in life, Ginger Ward. He is further survived by his
sons: Zachary (Aymi), Nicholas (TroiAnne) and Jerry (Adriana). Granddaughter, Cheyanne, Alexandria,
Molly, Ayveri and Jyordyn. Grandsons, Donald, Zachary, Brennan (Raegan), Hayden and Jake, Two
great grandsons, Bryson and Landon. Nephew Patrick, Nieces Sophie (Ruben) and Heather (Anthony).
Also his adopted family, Steve Butler, Jason Griffith, Gina Camacho, Jaret and Veronica Chavez and
Anthony Rubio.
A Celebration of Life will be held on January 8th at 10:00 a.m. at Trinity Baptist Church in Holtville,

California. Pastor Richard Moore will be officiating. Lunch immediately after service.

BY MARCIE LANDEROS 
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

EL CENTRO — Imperi-
al County did a little “duck” 
hunting this week when it took 
an early step in helping to sta-
bilize the flow of renewable en-
ergy with a key approval in the 
development of a battery stor-
age facility.

The Imperial County Board 
of Supervisors voted unani-
mously to grant Con Edison 
Development a condition-
al-use permit for its Westside 
Main Battery Storage Project 
during its board meeting on 
Tuesday, Dec. 7.

The development of battery 
storage amid a push to increase 
renewable energy production 
in California is a necessary 
method to offset a phenome-
non produced by solar-ener-
gy generation called the “duck 
curve,” the shape of a line 
graph that charts daily peak 
energy demand that occurs af-

ter sunset, when solar power is 
no longer being produced.

The amount of power that 
must be generated from sourc-
es other than solar to com-
pensate for the reduction in 
energy from solar is univer-
sally displayed in the graph as 
rapid increase around sunset 
and peaks in the mid-evening 
hours, producing a graph that 
resembles the silhouette of a 
duck.

Battery storage projects in 
general correct the need to 
find an alternative energy 
source after dark, as they will 
charge during the day, and 
then continue to supply energy 
throughout the night.

“We all know, at sundown, 
there’s no more energy sent to 
San Diego. But with battery 
storage, we’re going to be able 
to continue that,” Imperial 

REGION

Battery Storage to Meant to 
Help Stabilize Solar Energy

Con Edison Development Business Director Curtis Taylor speaks to the Imperial County 
Board of Supervisors during a public hearing on Tuesday, Dec. 7, claiming that his firm's 
Westside Main Battery Storage Project will bring hundreds of construction jobs to Imperial 
County over the next 10 years. | MARCIE LANDEROS PHOTO

See SOLAR, PAGE 9
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33-year-old Pedro Dominguez 
Dominguez, in his mobile home 
at the Desert Shores Trailer Park 
in Desert Shores at the northern 
edge of Imperial County, next to 
the western shore of the Salton 
Sea.

Dominguez and the children 
did not live together, and their 
mother was due to pick them up 
from their father’s place on Fri-
day, Nov. 26, when the unimag-
inable happened.

At some point before 8:35 that 
morning, a fire broke out in their 
mobile home in the central por-
tion of the ramshackle 69-unit 
trailer park at 115 Desert Shores 
Drive, killing Pedro, Viri, and Jo-
seph, who according to coroner’s 
officials, died from smoke inhala-
tion and their burn injuries.

The mother arrived at the scene 
of the fire either while it was still 
burning or shortly after; some re-
ported that she was on her way 
to pick up the kids before the 
fire broke out, others say she was 
called to the scene and rushed 
there from Thermal.

In the rural, removed meeting 
point between far northern Impe-
rial County and extreme south-
eastern Riverside County, there is 
much poverty and services can be 
few and far between. Help, like in 
the case of the Desert Shores fire, 
seems to have initially and large-
ly come from a partnership be-
tween the nonprofit world and the 
Coachella Valley Unified School 
District.

For the Dominguez family, the 
school district and its partners 
have been directly helping the 
mother and providing services 
and crisis counseling to school-
mates of Joseph and Viri, said Be-
atriz “Bea” Gonzalez, Coachella 
Valley Unified’s coordinator of ex-
panded learning and after-school 
programs.

Joseph and Viridiana, like many 
of the children in the rural areas 
served by Coachella Valley Uni-
fied, were part of the grant-fund-
ed After School Education and 
Safety (ASES) program, Gonzalez 
said, where both spent their af-
ternoons participating in enrich-
ment programs. ASES in Imperial 
County is normally for elementa-
ry-aged schoolchildren only, but 
Gonzalez said ninth-grade Viri 
was part of the program.

“They were amazing, amaz-
ing … They were great kids, very 
engaged. You know, they partici-
pated in a lot of STEM activities, 
sports, music, just very engaged, 
very involved,” Gonzalez said 
during an interview Wednesday 
afternoon, Dec. 1. “Wonderful, 
wonderful kids.”

Joseph reportedly participated 
in the ASES robotics program 
and Viri played soccer and was 
involved in cheerleading at Desert 
Mirage, according to information 
from a GoFundMe site.

Although it wasn’t known if 
the remains had been released to 
family, Gonzalez at the time of 
this interview said she has already 
helped family members navigate 
through the next steps.

“I was able to work with the 
widow of the gentleman that per-
ished and the mother of the two 

children who also perished … 
and they didn’t even know how 
to begin the process, like what 
happens when the bodies were 
taken,” Gonzalez said. “We also 
assisted them in meeting with 
funeral homes, connecting them 
to organizations that that could 
assist with funeral costs.”

The mother of the children did 
not lose her home, so Gonzalez 
said some of her needs were dif-
ferent. “When I asked her hus-
band, what is her No. 1 need right 
now … He said she just wanted to 
know what’s going to happen with 
her children. … That’s where we 
focused immediately and in as-
sisting the family going with them 
to the funeral home.”

There have also been the indi-
rect psychological needs of the 
students who have lost a class-
mate in Viridiana and Joseph. 
Gonzalez said those students are 
now working through under-
standing the loss.

The Riverside County Latino 
Commission, a nonprofit service 
provider that works closely with 
the Coachella Valley school dis-
trict, had crisis counselors avail-

able for students in a general way 
and targeted services for the class-
mates of Viri and Joseph.

“They were able to speak im-
mediately to students who inter-
acted with them quite often and 
the instructors as well, and then, 
of course, made themselves avail-
able to the school site as a whole,” 
she said.

Similar to the way the Calex-
ico Family Resource Center at 
the Calexico Unified School Dis-
trict provides multiple layers of 
outreach to the district’s neediest 
families, Coachella Valley Unified 
functions in a similar fashion for 
all of the families who live in Im-
perial County but are in Riverside 
County schools.

That similar situation is present 
at not just Oasis and Desert Mi-
rage, but at Sea View Elementary, 
West Shores Middle School, and 
West Shores High School, Gonza-
lez said.

“We understand the circum-
stances, and across the school 
district there is a lot of poverty, 
but especially in that area in the 
south, where it’s desolate. We do 
the absolute best that we can to 

provide them with experiences 
that they may otherwise not have 
access to and activities,” Gonza-
lez said

“We just automatically gravi-
tate to whatever the need is. We 
don’t try to figure out, we already 
know we’re going to help; we just 
need to go head on, to see what 
is absolutely necessary, what the 
priorities are, and then we take it 
from there. And I’m very grate-
ful, you know, that through the 
school district, we have a lot of 
really good relationships in the 
community.”

She credited Brawley-based 
Comite Civico Del Valle as be-
ing one of those partners, and 
throughout the Desert Shores 
fire response, Comite Civico and 
its partners in Salud Sin Fron-
teras, members Los Amigos de la 
Comunidad and Our Multi-Cul-
tural Center, have come up big, 
not just for the families affected 
by the fire but for all of the resi-
dents living in substandard con-
ditions at the trailer park.

On Sunday, Nov. 28, Salud Sin 
Fronteras was on site assessing 
immediate and mid-range needs 

and returned on Monday, Nov. 
29 to provide cash payments of 
$10,000 total to the five families 
still on site affected by the fire.

“We have been able to release 
these dollars because we know 
from our experience when peo-
ple go through an incident where 
a fire destroys all your property, 
it could also have destroyed your 
identification. So giving them 
a check immediately proba-
bly may not be helpful and that 
proved to be true, because at 
least one of the families had no 
identification,” said Luis Olme-
do, executive director of Comite 
Civico, which had the money to 
give through grant funding from 
the California Endowment and 
Grantmakers Concerned with 
Immigrants and Refugees.

“They might have a very diffi-
cult time cashing checks, so we 
wanted to put cash in their hands 
so that they can buy food, buy 
clothes, whatever they needed 
immediately,” Olmedo said.

He was accompanied by Salud 
Sin Fronteras and Los Amigos 
de la Comunidad and Our 
Multi-Cultural Center members 
Eric Reyes, Isabel Solis and John 
Hernandez.

In terms of the fire investiga-
tion, Imperial County Fire Chief 
Alfredo Estrada on Nov. 30 said 
it might never be known how or 
where the fire started that killed 
Pedro Dominguez and his chil-
dren.

“Even though the investigation 
hasn’t ended, everything seems 
to point at this time to the cause 
of the fire as undetermined. It 
was just so severely burnt up that 
they could not find, the investi-
gator could not find an ignition 
source,” Estrada said. “Typically, 
they look for patterns, match-
es, accelerants, etc. And at this 
point, thus far, they have not 
found that so that’s not conclu-
sive.

“That’s not uncommon. When 
something burns intense like 
that, that exact cause, well no, we 
won’t have a conclusive finding,” 
he added.

CHILDREN
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Pedro Dominguez Dominguez and two of his children, Joseph and Viridiana Dominguez, were all killed in a fire in Pedro’s mobile home at the Desert Shores Trailer Park in Desert 
Shores on Friday morning, Nov. 26. These photos show the children when they were much younger. Viri was 14 and Joseph was 9 at the time of their deaths. | FACEBOOK PHOTO

Salud Sin Fronteras members and others gather around discussing ways to provide further assistance to the residents of the 
Desert Shores Trailer Park on Monday, Nov. 29, when Comite Civico Del Valle provided a total of $10,000 cash to the five families 
directly affected by a fire there on Friday, Nov. 26. | PHOTO COURTESY OF ERIC REYES

County District 5 Supervisor 
Ray Castillo said during the 
Board of Supervisors.

Most of the solar fields 
in Imperial County export 
energy to San Diego Coun-
ty or to utilities outside the 
area. The Con Edison proj-
ect is the private firm to get 
this far along in the process; 
Imperial Irrigation District 
already has a large-scale bat-
tery facility in operation.

“We think having a big 
battery project right there 
will help with reliability, it 
will help to integrate future 
solar projects, and it’s really 
an ideal location. And these 
are just some of the project 
benefits,” Con Edison Busi-

ness Development Director 
Curtis Taylor said during 
a public hearing at county 
meeting.

The facility will be located 
along the Westside Main Ca-
nal, at Liebert Road, about 
eight miles southwest of El 
Centro and five miles north 
of the Mexico border. The lot 
for the battery storage facil-
ity is also adjacent to one of 
Con Edison’s solar fields, the 
Mount Signal Solar Power 
Plant, which produces 1,200 
gigawatt hours of electricity 
a year.  

“The project proposes to 
utilize 163 acres in total, 
the actual facility will be 
on 148 acres is proposed a 
2,000-megawatt standalone 
solar renewable energy bat-
tery storage facility,” Taylor 

said as he began to describe 
the nature of the project.

The project will rely on a 
mixture of lithium-ion bat-
teries and flow batteries, but 
according to Taylor, Con 
Edison is moving toward 
using the flow batteries, 
which stores energy in liquid 
chemicals that flows around 
a cylinder, as much as possi-
ble. Con Edison’s plans also 
call for a new on-site 230-ki-
lovolt loop-in station, to 
connect the station into the 
already existent power infra-
structure, a 34.5-kilovolt to 
230-kilovolt substation, and 
a new clear spanning bridge 
across the Westside Main 
Canal, which will be private 
but with access granted to 
public safety responders.

This project is scheduled to 

be built in phases that span 
the next 10 years, beginning 
with the bridge. Taylor es-
timated the project would 
bring hundreds of construc-
tion jobs during that time, 
but the facility will only re-
quire five to 10 employees 
once the facility is complete, 
though more could become 
necessary as the project 
grows.

“In terms of construction, 
we think the first phase, 
because it will involve this 
clear spanning bridge over 
the Westside Main Canal, 
could be an around 200, or 
so, construction workforce. 
And then depending on the 
size of future projects, and 
the pace at which we need to 
construct the project, con-
struction workforces could 

in the 75 to 100 range, on 
ongoing basis,” Taylor said. 
“We indicate here, creation 
of five to 10, highly skilled, 
permanent full-time jobs. 
Could be more than that, 
depending on how much the 
project is ultimately build 
out.”

While no opponents to the 
battery storage facility were 
in attendance during the 
meeting, the International 
Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers Local 569, a union 
that represents more than 
3,700 power professionals 
in Imperial and San Diego 
counties, sent their environ-
mental organizer, Cristina 
Marquez, to show their sup-
port of this project.

SOLAR
From page 8
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“I feel as members of the com-
munity, I mean, the (Sheriff ’s) 
Department has failed to even see 
how our family’s doing or how the 
other families are doing, besides 
me and my brother, and I’m just 
disappointed,” Manuel Orozco 
said, speaking to the lone reporter 
who attended the press confer-
ence.

Noticeably absent was Andres, 
who spent several weeks in the 
hospital following the collision, 
which occurred at dusk on Aten 
and Forrester roads west of Im-
perial as Manuel was driving his 
work crew back to their El Centro 
shop south of Forrester.

As he drove through the in-
tersection, witnesses at the scene 
told this newspaper — confirmed 
by interviews attorney Michael 
Carrillo’s firm did later — that a 
county Sheriff ’s Office patrol SUV 
driven by Redondo blew through 
the posted stop sign on Aten Road 
and collided with Manuel’s pick-
up.

Redondo, age 25, was killed 
when his SUV flipped, and he was 
thrown from the vehicle. He was 
responding to a call for service in 
the Seeley area.

Meanwhile, the impact of the 
collision sent Orozco’s pickup into 
a field of Sudan grass, and Andres 
Orozco and another man, a sixth 
occupant of the pickup who is not 
part of the lawsuit but has own 
case pending with a different at-
torney, were pinned beneath the 
truck.

Andres, 27 at the time of wreck, 
was the only occupant of the truck 
to spend an extended amount of 
time in the hospital, on a breath-
ing tube and sedated for part of 
his admission in a Palm Desert 
trauma center before being re-
leased to a rehabilitation facility, 
Carrillo said during a previous 
interview.

“My brother at the moment, 
he’s recovering at a small pace, 
and unfortunately, he’s starting 
over like a child. It’s been difficult 
for the whole family to watch him 
and watch my mom suffering, 
having her to tend to him and his 
kids as he once used to tend for 
his own,” Manuel said on Monday.

Initially his mother wanted 
speak to the media, but when 
she tried, she was overcome with 
emotion. So, Manuel continued.

“Now it’s been the most diffi-
cult thing for all of us to see what 
he’s going through, and, basically, 
for the actions of the officer, I lost 
my brother,” Manuel added. “It’s 
not the same anymore and I don’t 
think I’ll have him the same ever 
again. That what’s most painful to 
all of us.”

THE LAWSUIT
The lawsuit assigned to Supe-

rior Court Judge Jeffrey B. Jones 
contains scant information and 
many place-holding elements, 

which appears to be fairly stan-
dard, but at its core it alleges two 
causes of action: a general charge 
of negligence that resulted in mul-
tiple “severe physical and mental 

injuries” and negligence in the su-
pervision/training/hiring/reten-
tion of Deputy Redondo.

Only Imperial County is named 
as defendant, but the suit is drawn 
up so potential defendants can be 
added along the way, that is, the 
legal terminology “DOES 1-20.”

The complaint “demands” a 
jury trial in the case and a “prayer 
for relief ” for “damages in an 
amount in excess of the juris-
dictional minimum, according 
to proof,” and for economic and 
noneconomic damages.

“The dollar amount sought is 
unknown at this time given the 
type of ongoing treatment they 
are all receiving,” Attorney Mi-
chael Carrillo stated in an email 
on Sunday, Dec. 5. “This case is 
being filed as an unlimited ju-
risdiction case (over $25,000 in 
damages sought).”

In essence, the suit recasts what 
several witnesses told this news-
paper at the scene of the accident 
on June 26, that Redondo was 
driving at a high rate of speed 
with no lights and no sirens, run-
ning the stop sign and driving 
into the path of the pickup driven 
by Orozco, which had five passen-
gers.

Under both causes, described 
in different ways, it was all a 
result of Redondo’s negligence 
himself and negligence on the 
part of the county, the Sheriff ’s 
Office as a department of the 
county, and staff or trainers tied 
to the county Sheriff ’s Office for 
the hiring, training, supervision, 

and retention of the late deputy.
The suit makes no reference 

to actual speeds or data collect-
ed from the SUV’s “black box,” 
which Carrillo said he made an 
evidentiary filing for in July.

“We haven’t received the re-
sults of the MAIT investigation 
yet,” Carrillo stated Sunday. “As 
a result, we were not able to 
include that data in our com-
plaint.”

Due to the nature of the acci-
dent, the fact that a peace officer 
was killed and litigation was ex-
pected, the California Highway 
Patrol’s highly specialized Mul-
tidisciplinary Accident Investi-
gation Team from the San Di-
ego-area Border Division took 
on the case.

Border Division Public Infor-
mation Officer Jake Sanchez on 
Monday, Dec. 6 said MAIT has 
finished its initial investigation, 
but the report has not yet been 
filed and was expected to be but-
toned-up in a couple weeks. San-
chez couldn’t say when it would 
be made public and could not 
reveal any information about its 
findings.

As of Sunday, Carrillo said 
Imperial County had not re-
sponded to the filing; defen-
dants have 30 days from service 
to respond. A clerk with the civil 
division said the only date tied 
to the suit is a case management 
conference set for May 31, 2022, 
and no sooner date would be set 
until a response is issued.

LAWSUIT
From page 1

 white pickup (foreground) collided with an Imperial County Sheriff’s Office vehicle (far left background near fire engine) and rolled into a field south of Aten Road and west 
of Forrester Road on June 26. | CAMILO GARCIA JR. PHOTO

Andres Orozco of Seeley was on a breathing tube and sedated in a Palm Springs 
trauma center in the days after he sustained a brain injury as a passenger in a col-
lision with a county Sheriff’s Deputy, who died the wreck. | OROZCO FAMILY PHOTO
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EL CENTRO — Taken 
at face value, COVID case 
rates and hospitalizations are 
nowhere near as bad in Imperial 
County as they were a year ago 
at this time, but it’s an unfair 
comparison due to a different 
set of factors affecting the local 
landscape, according to one 
health expert.

“Last we were actually on 
fire … we were in a very, very 
steep climb. We had, I think, 
67 (COVID) patients. … But 
these comparisons don't make 
sense because the rise that 
we're seeing right now, it’s 
Delta itself, and we don't know 
yet because we don't have the 
Omicron identified, but I'm sure 
it's here,” El Centro Regional 
Medical Center Chief Executive 
Officer Adolphe Edward said on 
Tuesday evening, Dec. 7, when 
the hospital stood at 41 COVID-
positive admissions with more 
predicted in the coming weeks.

“Remember, every one of 
the waves we've had we've 
had different challenges and 
different numbers and different 
environments. And now we 
have people that are vaccinated, 

people that are not vaccinated, 
people that have their boosters, 
all this stuff; it all affects 
everything,” Edward continued. 

“But when you have a virus, 
who finds people that have not 
been vaccinated, goes inside of 
them and replicates and gives us 
a new virus … well, that’s what 
we have right now,” he said. “I 
don't think we felt the effects of 
the new variant yet. It's coming.”

On Dec. 7, 2020, there 
were 122 people hospitalized 
in Imperial County with 
COVID-19, according to data 
from the Imperial County 
Public Health Department. On 
Tuesday, the county had that 
number at 66 people.

That’s one of the reasons two 
Calexico City Council members 
have been rattling cages since 
last week, when they walked out 
of their own council meeting 
after the balance of the council 
wouldn’t entertain Raul Ureña 
and Gloria Romo’s move to draft 
a letter to the county to demand 
a reinstatement of the indoor 
mask mandate.

The policymakers drafted and 
delivered their own letter to 
the Imperial County Board of 
Supervisors on Friday, Dec. 3, 
and both unsuccessfully made 
their cases to the board during 

public comment at the county 
board meeting on Tuesday.

Part of their argument was 
the rising cases and increase in 
hospitalizations could be helped 
by masking. Ultimately, its 
vaccinations, or lack thereof, that 
are having the most dramatic 
effect on local hospitals.

What Edward and public 
health officials have said in recent 
weeks is that number of COVID 
admissions is largely made up 
of unvaccinated individuals, 
and almost entirely accounts 
for those in the intensive-care 
units of El Centro and Pioneers 
Memorial Hospital of Brawley.

And while there is still a great 
amount of uncertainty about 
Omicron and what it truly 
brings to the table in terms of 
infections and severity, Edward 
indicated that epidemiological 
models continue to show 
COVID cresting after the first of 
the year.

“By the 10th of January, we 
should have reached our max 
escalation. I hope that we start 
to turn the other direction, 
which is less patients,” he said. 
“But again, we don't want to 
hope, we want to plan, and we 
have planned for an increased 
capacity.”

El Centro Regional has 

continued to beef up its medical 
staff and its capacity, putting up 
two new tents this past weekend 
in addition to those already 
erected more than a week ago. 
Edward added the state sent 
four new physicians and new 
ICU nurses on Saturday, Dec. 4, 
as well.

“All of that is coming in to 
help us just in the right time,” 
said the hospital executive, who 
explained modeling from the 
state and his medical staff show 
at least three more micro surges 
affecting the hospital before the 
crest.

“Our numbers have been 
climbing steadily since the first 
of October. Nothing has slowed 
down or stopped. We have more 
patients on vents (ventilators). 
Our numbers are not really 
moving in the right direction, 
but just for us as a hospital, 
we're hopeful that we start to see 
a decline in the next couple of 
weeks,” he said.

Edward expects to see some 
rise in his numbers in the next 
seven to 10 days from last week, 
and “and then we'll see another 
bump right after Christmas, and 
another bump right after New 
Year’s.”

As of Tuesday, the COVID 
case rate in Imperial County 

based on a 14-day average 
is 27.8 cases of COVID per 
100,000 residents. Last year on 
the same day, it was 57.1 cases 
per 100,000 people. The seven-
day average positivity rate on 
Dec. 7 was 14.7 percent; it was 
27.06 percent a year ago.

Calexico Council Members 
Call for Mask Mandate

Calexico council member 
Raul Ureña’s appearance before 
the county Board of Supervisors 
on Tuesday went over like a led 
balloon with some members of 
the audience and, clearly, with 
some members of the board.

Even before Ureña spoke, 
there were people in the room 
on both sides of the arguments, 
readying themselves for a 
showdown on an issue that was 
not part of the agenda and only 
took place in public comment.

Brown Bag Coalition co-
founder Maribel Padilla opened 
the discussion, where she spoke 
as a representative of Planned 
Parenthood Action Fund and 
asked the county board to 
reconsider its Oct. 26 decision 
to end the mandate early.

“With Omicron going and 
the holiday a few weeks away, 
now is not the time to loosen 
restrictions. While the data 

Expect 3 More Mini-Surges; Masks Find No Favor
COVID-19

ECRMC CEO Says Models Predict Cases to Trend Down in January, While Pro- and Anti-Mask Camps Speak

See COVID, PAGE 11
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NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINISTER ESTATE 
OF: Colleen Ann Reed Decedent 
CASE NUMBER: EPR001090  
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, contingent 
creditors, and persons who may otherwise be 
interested in the will or estate, or both, of: 
Colleen Ann Reed, aka Colleen Ann Guerrero, 
Colleen Reed, Colleen Guerrero, and Colleen G. 
Reed 
A Petition for Probate has been filed by: The-
resa Parker in the Superior Court of California, 
County of: IMPERIAL 
The Petition for Probate requests that Theresa 
Parker be appointed as personal representative 
to administer the estate of the decedent. 
The petition requests the decedent’s will and 
codicils, if any, be admitted to probate. The will 
and any codicils are available for examination in 
the file kept by the court. 
The petition requests authority to administer 
the estate under the Independent Administra-
tion of Estates Act. (This authority will allow the 
personal representative to take many actions 
without obtaining court approval. Before taking 
certain very important actions, however, the 
personal representative will be required to give 
notice to interested 
persons unless they have waived notice or con-
sented to the proposed action.) The indepen-
dent administration authority will be granted 
unless an interested person files an objection 
to the petition and shows good cause why the 
court should not grant the authority. 
A hearing on the petition will be held in this 
court as follows: 
Date: December 10, 2021 
Time: 8:30 a.m. 
Dept. 9 
Address of court: 
Superior Court of California,  County of Imperial 
939 West Main Street  
El Centro, CA 92243 
If you object to the granting of the petition, you 
should appear at the hearing and state your ob-
jections or file written objections with the court 
before the hearing. Your appearance may be in 
person or by your attorney. If you are a creditor 
or a contingent creditor of the decedent, you 
must file your claim with the court and mail a 
copy to the personal representative appointed 
by the court within the later of either (1) four 
months from the date of first issuance of let-
ters to a general personal representative, as 
defined in section 58(b) of the California 
Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from the date of 
mailing or personal delivery to you of a notice 
under section 9052 of the California Probate 
Code. Other California statutes and legal au-
thority may affect your rights as a creditor. 
You may want to consult with an attorney 
knowledgeable in California law. 
You may examine the file kept by the court. 
If you are a person interested in the estate, 
you may file with the court a Request for Spe-
cial Notice (form DE-154) of the filing of an 
inventory and appraisal of estate assets or of 
any petition or account as provided in Pro-
bate Code section 1250. A Request for Special 
Notice form is available from the court clerk. 
Attorney for petitioner: 
Charlotte A. Flanigan 
Pinney, Caldwell & Pace 
444 South Eighth Street, Suite A El Centro, CA 
92243 
(760) 352-7800 
Electronically Filed 
Superior Court of California, County of Impe-
rial 
11/22/2021 at 02:08:50 PM 
By: Irma De La Rosa, Deputy Legal 6692 
Publish: Nov. 25, Dec. 2, 9, 2021

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINISTER ESTATE 
OF: 
Javier Lopez Rodriguez, aka Javier L. Rodriguez 
and Javier Rodriguez 
CASE NUMBER: EPR001092  
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, contin-
gent creditors, and persons who may oth-
erwise be interested in the will or estate, or 
both, of: Javier Lopez Rodriguez aka Javier L. 
Rodriguez and Javier Rodriguez 
A Petition for Probate has been filed by: Mia 
Rodriguez in the Superior Court of California, 
County of: IMPERIAL 
The Petition for Probate requests that Mia Ro-
driguez be appointed as personal representa-
tive to administer the estate of the decedent. 
The petition requests authority to administer 
the estate under the Independent Adminis-
tration of Estates Act. (This authority will al-
low the personal representative to take many 
actions without obtaining court approval. 
Before taking certain very important actions, 
however, the personal representative will be 
required to give notice to interested persons 
unless they have waived notice or consented 
to the proposed action.) The independent ad-
ministration authority will be granted unless 

an interested person files an objection to the 
petition and shows good cause why the court 
should not grant the authority. 
A hearing on the petition will be held in this 
court as follows: 
Date: December 17, 2021 
Time: 8:30 a.m. 
Dept. 9 
Address of court: 
Superior Court of California,  County of Impe-
rial 
939 West Main Street  
El Centro, CA 92243 
If you object to the granting of the petition, 
you should appear at the hearing and state 
your objections or file written objections with 
the court before the hearing. Your appear-
ance may be in person or by your attorney. If 
you are a creditor or a contingent creditor of 
the decedent, you must file your claim with 
the court and mail a copy to the personal rep-
resentative appointed by the court within the 
later of either (1) four months from the date 
of first issuance of letters to a general person-
al representative, as defined in section 58(b) 
of the California Probate Code, or (2) 60 days 
from 

the date of mailing or personal delivery to you 
of a notice under section 9052 of the Califor-
nia Probate Code. Other California statutes 
and legal authority may affect your rights as 
a creditor. You may want to consult with an 
attorney knowledgeable in California law. 
You may examine the file kept by the court. 
If you are a person interested in the estate, 
you may file with the court a Request for Spe-
cial Notice (form DE-154) of the filing of an 
inventory and appraisal of estate assets or of 
any petition or account as provided in Pro-
bate Code section 1250. A Request for Special 
Notice form is available from the court clerk. 
Attorney for petitioner: 
Mercedes Z. Wheeler, Esq. 
Horton, Knox, Carter & Foote, LLP 195 South 
Second Street, P.O. Box 1439 
Brawley, CA 92227 
(760) 344-2360 
Electronically Filed 
Superior Court of California, County of Impe-
rial 
11/23/2021 at 11:42:16 AM  By: Irma De La 
Rosa, Deputy 
Legal 6693 
Publish: Nov. 25, Dec. 2, Dec. 9 white pickup (foreground) collided with an Imperial County Sheriff’s Office vehicle (far left background near fire engine) and rolled into a field south of Aten Road and west 

of Forrester Road on June 26. | CAMILO GARCIA JR. PHOTO

based on a 14-day average 
is 27.8 cases of COVID per 
100,000 residents. Last year on 
the same day, it was 57.1 cases 
per 100,000 people. The seven-
day average positivity rate on 
Dec. 7 was 14.7 percent; it was 
27.06 percent a year ago.

Calexico Council Members 
Call for Mask Mandate

Calexico council member 
Raul Ureña’s appearance before 
the county Board of Supervisors 
on Tuesday went over like a led 
balloon with some members of 
the audience and, clearly, with 
some members of the board.

Even before Ureña spoke, 
there were people in the room 
on both sides of the arguments, 
readying themselves for a 
showdown on an issue that was 
not part of the agenda and only 
took place in public comment.

Brown Bag Coalition co-
founder Maribel Padilla opened 
the discussion, where she spoke 
as a representative of Planned 
Parenthood Action Fund and 
asked the county board to 
reconsider its Oct. 26 decision 
to end the mandate early.

“With Omicron going and 
the holiday a few weeks away, 
now is not the time to loosen 
restrictions. While the data 

coming in from Omicron is still in the 
early stages, we know that no matter 
which variant is prevalent, two actions 
that have been proven and continue to 
work: social distancing and masking,” 
Padilla said. 

“Masking remains the best tool 
we have to protect ourselves besides 
vaccines. As others have shared, our 
community has suffered more than any 
other county in the state during this 
pandemic,” she added. “We need to 
flatten the curve and ease the burden 
on our medical community. Again, 
we urge you to reconsider the indoor 
(masking) health order.”

Kim Estrada, who was against the 
mandate and is part of the contingent 
of Valley residents who spoke at several 
weeks’ worth of county board meeting 
that led up to the early end of the 
mandate, expressed some of the things 
she has expressed before.

“Never in our history has those who 
want to force medical interventions 
on all people been on the good side of 
history. I have to wonder if those who 
want to reinstate the mask mandate 
would consider those who have gone 
through trauma, abuse, those with 
serious respiratory conditions who are 
a greater risk with a mask on, those 
with anxiety, sensory or processing 
disorders, or those with who are 
autistic, or perhaps those who have 
personal beliefs that will chance the 
oxygen around them and see better 
options then (masks) potentially 
carrying bacteria that can obstruct the 
flow of oxygen,” Estrada said.

No matter on which side of the issue 
one stood, it was Ureña himself who 
arguably was his own worst advocate, 
clearly turning off county officials by 
setting parameters on the discussion, 
to the point where board Chair Michael 
Kelley was annoyed and refused to 

grant him the courtesy of extending his 
comment time.

At one point, like the Calexico 
council member has seen happen at his 
own body’s meetings, he asked whether 
the 50 letters received by the county 
asking for the reinstatement of the 
mandate would be read into the record, 
to which Kelley said no. The chairman 
said they all said the same thing and it 
was unnecessary.

Without his concessions, Ureña went 
on.

“This county woke up No. 2 in the 
state in COVID infections, three to four 
times as much as Los Angeles County. 
When this pandemic started, we said 
this was a big city issue. But look at how 
hard it is hitting our rural community? 
Because this isn't a big city or a rural 
issue, this is an equity versus an old, 
tired structure of white supremacy 
and racism,” said Ureña. As he paused, 
a murmur could be heard after those 
words came out of his mouth.

“We are playing with lives. And 
we are not just playing with any lives. 
We're playing with Brown and Black 
lives primarily; the people that make 
this society function,” he said, referring 
to farmworkers and then other essential 
workers. “There’s no hero pay in the 
any municipality in this county. … The 
political framing on masks is wrong.

“I am just so ashamed and 
disappointed about how you were 
treating me, how you were treating 
the people that have no voice in this 
county,” Ureña added. “And I hear your 
answer loud and clear: ‘Let them die. 
It's not the bull**** I care about.’”

Ureña had both detractors and 
support present on Tuesday. Council 
member Romo, who herself had 
contracted COVID, connected via 
Zoom and had her comments translated. 
And Kenny Parada, spokesman for the 
United Food and Commercial Workers 
Union Local 1176, also spoke.

“With COVID cases at the hospitals 
up 57 percent in the last two weeks, we 

are increasingly concerned about what it 
means for community health. We know 
that the mask protects communities and 
especially protects essential workers 
at the stores and/or place of business,” 
said Parada, whose union protects the 
grocery store workers that stayed on the 
job throughout the pandemic.

“Masks work to reduce the number 
of COVID cases. All politics aside, we 
are respectfully asking the board to 
reconsider an indoor (masking) health 
order as soon as possible, similar to the 
one that was removed on Oct. 26,” he 
added.

The comments about racism that 
came from Ureña were taken to offense 
by several people at the meeting, a 
couple of whom commented.

“I just want to point out that not all 
farmers here are racist. Some of us are 
Mexican. And not all of us are rich. I 
don't know if you've noticed, we're 
in California; right now to try getting 
rich in California, it's pretty difficult,” 
said Gilbert Gonzalez, who had spoken 
during several meetings in which the 
mandate was being opposed. 

There were additional comments on 
both sides of the issue, but District 1 
county Supervisor Jesus Escobar did 
attempt to explain the county’s actions 
and is appreciation for the discussion, 
even if it was not required of the board; 
supervisors do not have to comment on 
issue in public comment.

“This is gonna sound crazy, but I 
actually appreciate the hostility that we 
have, the passion for what we believe in. 
Whether you're for or against, it doesn't 
matter, it’s your passion for what you 
believe. That's why I'm here. … That's 
why everybody is here,” Escobar said. 

“All of you are here because you have 
a passion for your beliefs. I want to 
thank the people that came supporting 
the indoor mask mandate, not because 
you're supporting the indoor mask 
mandate, but because you care for 
the health and well-being of Imperial 
County residents,” he said.

PLAYOFFS
From page 10



PAGE 12 — Thursday, December 9, 2021 

Switch your Direct Deposit today
to a FICU Loyalty Checking account

Enter to a win 4 tickets
to Universal Studios Hollywood!1

GO     IRECT
and get paid A DAY EARLY*

No appointment necessary,
open your account today

at any FICU Branch!
*Early deposit of funds is not guaranteed and is dependent on the processing times of your employer and/or government agency. Loyalty Checking account is a free 
checking account when you set up direct deposit and sign up for eStatements. If no direct deposit is deposited within 60 days, account will automatically convert to 
Regular Checking Account terms and conditions. No FICU surcharge will be incurred at FICU or Co-Op ATMs. Merchant fees may apply on Point-of-Sale transactions as 
well as out-of-network fees from the ATM owner and FICU. For account details and fees, see Truth-in-Savings disclosure and Schedule of Fees.  1 NO ACCOUNT, PURCHASE 
OR OBLIGATION IS NECESSARY TO ENTER OR WIN. Giveaway begins 9:00 AM PT 10/1/21 & ends 05:00 PM PT 11/30/21. Open to 50 US/DC, at least 18 years old or the age of 
majority in jurisdiction of residence. Void where prohibited. See Official Rules at http://www.ficu.com/resources/forms-&-helpful-links/ for entry instructions, odds, prize description & 
restrictions. Universal Studios Hollywood and its parent company/subsidiaries are not involved in any way in this giveaway. FICU is solely responsible for providing the prize(s) listed 
above. FICU has the right terminate or modify this promotion without prior notice.    

ficu.com | 760-352-1540

No
Monthly

Fee

No
Minimum
Balance

Higher
Overdraft

Limits

Early
Direct

Deposit*

Now through November

STAY  
IN YOUR  

COMFORT ZONE.

Don’t waste your watts.  
Make every kilowatt count.

You don’t have to face another winter 
with an HVAC system that isn’t doing 
its job. Get back into your comfort 
zone with an energy efficient heating, 
ventilating and air conditioning 
unit that will capably maintain a 
comfortable temperature in your home 
while saving you energy and money.

Visit www.iid.com/rebates today 
to learn more about IID’s generous 
rebates on a wide array of qualifying 
energy efficient HVAC systems and the 
local participating contractors that are 
available to help you.

Imperial Valley College   •   380 E. Aten Road • Imperial, CA 92251   •   (760) 352-8320   •   www.imperial.edu 

 ATTEND IVC FOR 

FREE!

Free Tuition and up to $800 for  
books for all new and returning  
students attending IVC’s Winter  
and Spring 2022 Semesters!  For more information scan this QR  

 code or visit www.imperial.edu/FREE
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