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F or the past two years running, 
Finley Elementary student Beth-
any Lopez has been celebrating 

Christmas a little early with some of her 
classmates and the Holtville Fire Depart-
ment.

Her first year as a guest of the annu-
al Jonny B the EMT Guardian Angel 
program came as a surprise, when her 
mother took her to the fire station and 
she unexpectedly encountered class-
mates, Santa Claus and gifts.

This time, the 10-year-old fourth-grad-
er said she kind of knew what to expect, 
and was even more grateful for the 
opportunity to gather in person and to 
again walk away with a $100 Walmart gift 

card, which will come in handy.
“I could use a pair of jeans,” Bethany 

said on Friday, Dec. 17. “Maybe buy 
some presents for my family.”

This year Bethany was one of about 
30 Finley Elementary School students 
who took part in the annual Guardian 
Angel program at the fire station.

The program provides less fortunate 
kids with a pizza lunch, a Christmas 
stocking full of gifts, an opportunity 
to meet Santa, and a $100 gift card, 
all made possible by the Holtville Fire 
Department and generous sponsors and 
donors.

Holtville’s Guardian Angel 
Event Gathers Students, Santa

Annual Jonny B 
the EMT Program 

Has Provided to Less 
Fortunate for 13 Years

Akemy Marinero, 9 years old, poses with Santa during the Jonny B the EMT Guardian Angel program event on Friday afternoon, Dec. 17. | MEGAN JONES PHOTO

Holtville Fire Chief Alex Silva hands out slices of pizza from George’s Pizza to the children brought to the 
fire station as part of the Jonny B the EMT Guardian Angel program on Friday afternoon, Dec. 17. 
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BY KATHERINE RAMOS
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

Families around the Imperial Valley are 
getting ready for a weekend of festivities. The 
mall may be packed with last-minute gift runs, 
but in the comfort of their homes, many are 
winding down yet gearing up to celebrate the 
Christmas season at home.

Some like to go the extra mile to have a fun 
holiday, going all out with the decorations, in-
side and outside, the food (like all the families 
that are slaving over the tamales for the posa-
das), or just gathering for parties big and small.

The Guerrero family in Brawley is just one 
family that likes to go (or be) a little extra for 
Christmas. Adriana Guerrero lives with her 
parents, Grace and Adam Guerrero, and she 
has her niece with her this year, Gia Guerrero. 
The extreme love of the holidays started with 
her parents.

Christmas 2021 
Means Celebrating 
with a Vengeance

Below Check a Few of the 
Celebrations and Services 

Happening Locally

BY MARCIE LANDEROS
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

EL CENTRO — For the first time in the 
20 months of the ongoing pandemic, the 
county of Imperial hosted a presentation 
by Drs. George Fareed and Brian Tyson to 
speak on their treatment protocols, some of 
which advocate the use of therapeutics not 
sanctioned for use for COVID by the federal 
government.

Drama surrounded the presentation on 
Tuesday, Dec. 21, some of which started a 
day earlier when the Imperial County Med-
ical Society, and by extension, the California 
Medical Society, sent a letter to the county 

Supervisor  Suggests 
Study for Unsanctioned 

Treatments

Interstate-8/Imperial Ave. 
Interchange Now Fully Open

BY KATHERINE RAMOS
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

EL CENTRO — El Centro got 
to open a big Christmas present 
a few days early with the official 
ribbon cutting of the new and 
much-improved Interstate 8 and 
Imperial Avenue interchange, 
bringing one chapter of a much 
larger extension project to a close

The ceremony was atop to new 
interchange bridge on Tuesday af-
ternoon, Dec. 21.

The project removed the orig-
inal two-lane interchange bridge 
over the interstate back in April 
and has replaced it with a new 
bridge including the construc-
tion of a new entrance loop from 
southbound Imperial Avenue to 

EDUCATION

STAFF REPORT

HOLTVILLE — A formal dedication ceremony 
for the Mary Sperber Memorial Library occurred 
on the campus of Holtville High School on Thurs-
day morning, Dec. 16.

The family of the longtime librarian Mary Sper-
ber, along with colleagues and students whose 
lives she touched were in attendance. 

Associated Student Body President Arianna 
Venegas, a senior, gave a speech commemorat-
ing the life and work of Sperber. The HHS Band 
of Pride played the school’s fight song while the 

HHS Dedicates Library to Mary Sperber

The family of Mary Sperber poses with the commemorative 
tile mosaic that was installed atop the entrance door to 
the library on the Holtville High campus on Thursday, Dec. 
16. | PHOTO COURTESY OF HOLTVILLE HIGH SCHOOL
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BY RICHARD 
MONTENEGRO BROWN

CALEXICO CHRONICLE

CALEXICO — Charges could 
be pending against a Calexico 
High School student whose false 
school shooting threat put the 
campus on lockdown for a lit-
tle more than an hour on Friday 
morning, Dec. 17.

The threat appeared credible to 
school officials at the time, Calex-
ico Police Chief Gonzalo Gerar-
do said.

A similar threat was made 
against Barbara Worth Junior 
High School in Brawley, but that 
resulted in an enhanced police 
presence and only quasi-lock-
down measures, according to dis-
trict officials there.

Both threats came as school 
districts all over the country 
— including multiple Imperial 
County districts — sent letters 
home or electronic messages to 
parents on Thursday, Dec. 16, 
and before school Friday either 
warning of the threats or stating 
there were unsubstantiated non-
credible rumors tied to a nation-

al TikTok trend claiming there 
would be school shootings all 
over the country on Friday.

In some TikTok posts, Fri-
day was referred to as “National 
School Shoot Up Day.”

It was that social media move-
ment that apparently compelled 
the Calexico High student to tell 
some classmates and send out 
messages of a shooting on cam-
pus that turned out to be a prank.

The Calexico threat rose to the 
level of police response after a 
teacher was made aware of a cell 
phone screen shot of a text from 
a student stating there were oth-
er students in one of the campus 
buildings with weapons, Gerardo 
said.

That teacher alerted the school, 
which contacted police while 
placing the school on lockdown 
and going through its notifica-
tion procedures, the chief said.

“I think the school did ev-
erything really good, did all the 
notifications, and then called 
us. I sent my guys out there and 
we started looking into it at that 
point. There was a parent that 
actually had possible informa-
tion on the name of the kid (who 
made the threat),” Gerardo said.

Police went on campus and lo-
cated students who know the stu-
dent who made the threat. When 
police found the student, he ini-
tially denied making the threat, 
Gerardo said.

After police told the student 
the incident was serious and the 
school was on lockdown, the stu-
dent confessed.

“He says, ‘look, I got a text from 
this number, it says Vans and it 
had a gun in a backpack. And 
I thought it would be cool for 
me to show it to people and say 
there’s gonna be a school shoot-
ing today’” Gerardo explained.

“He goes but there’s nothing 
here (no weapons). We don’t 
have anything,” the chief said. 

“It’s just off that TikTok thing 
that went out yesterday.”

Calexico Unified School Dis-
trict officials weren’t immediately 
available for a full statement, but 
when contacted via text, the pub-
lic information officer assured 
that all students were safe.

Gerardo said while the student 
was not taken into custody, the 
Police Department will make a 
report and submit it the District 
Attorney’s Office for consider-
ation of charges.

In the north end, Brawley El-
ementary School District Super-
intendent Dr. Richard Rundhaug 
said Barbara Worth Junior High 
School was placed in a form of 
minor lockdown over threats 
that emanated from two students 
that Brawley police found to be 
noncredible.

All doors were locked at the 
junior high school on Friday 
morning, and teachers were told 
to “be aware” during passing 

periods, Rundhaug said, while 
students were moving from one 
class to another. There was also 
a heightened police presence on 
campus, he said.

Brawley police Sgt. David Felix 
said the threats came from a for-
mer Barbara Worth Junior High 
School student living in West 
Covina and a current student in 
Brawley.

Tied to the TikTok threats, the 
local student had sent a text, Fe-
lix said, adding he was located 
and counseled by police. He add-
ed the students face no criminal 
charges but the local student will 
face some sort of discipline with 
the school district.

By Friday afternoon, it didn’t 
appear any other schools had ex-
perienced threats that required 
the types of measures undertak-
en at Brawley or Calexico, al-
though an enhanced police pres-
ence may have been occurring 
Valley-wide.

Matt Phillips, principal at 
Southwest High School in El 
Centro, said the Central Union 
High School District sent letters 
out to parents on Thursday and 
Southwest had posted something 
on the school’s website by 9 a.m. 
Friday, plus had requested El 
Centro police do additional pa-
trols of the school.

“Things didn’t really affect us, 
thank goodness,” Phillips said.

The TikTok threats had made 
their way around the nation on 
Friday, with CNN Business re-
porting school districts from 
Minnesota to Texas sending out 
announcements that they were 
shutting down schools on Dec. 
17 in response to an innumera-
ble amount of videos, some men-
tioning specific schools, suggest-
ing that students avoid coming 
to class on Dec. 17 and others 
advising students to be safe.

The US Department of Home-
land Security said Friday morn-
ing it has no evidence to suggest 
the claims are credible but en-
couraged the public to “remain 
alert.”

On Friday afternoon, TikTok 
said it had begun removing the 
warnings from its platform as 
misinformation, according to 
CNN Business.

“We’ve exhaustively searched 
for content that promotes vio-
lence at schools today but have 
still found nothing. What we find 
are videos discussing this rumor 
and warning others to stay safe,” 
the company said in a tweet. 
“Local authorities, the FBI, and 
DHS have confirmed there’s no 
credible threat, so we’re working 
to remove alarmist warnings that 
violate our misinformation pol-
icy. If we did find promotion of 
violence on our platform, we’d 
remove and report it to law en-
forcement.”

TikTok first indicated it was 
aware of the warnings on Thurs-
day afternoon, saying then that 
it treats “even rumored threats 
with utmost seriousness.”

Getting out in front of social 
media tends to be a problem for 
law enforcement and school dis-
tricts, considering the speed at 
which brands like TikTok and 
SnapChat can move and spread. 
Even though TikTok had said it’s 
working to deal with the issue, 
it’s not fast enough for Police 
Chief Gerardo.

“I hate social media for this 
type of stuff, No. 1. No. 2, Tik-
Tok, they have all these filters 
where they can censor every-
body’s comments, why not use 
them? To me, if somebody puts 
down National School Shoot Up 
tomorrow, I don’t see like Tik-
Tok doesn’t stop that stuff from 
spreading. It’s all over the nation.”

Katherine Ramos contributed 
information to this story
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REGION

TikTok Threat Lands at Calexico, Brawley Schools
Calexico High Goes on Lockdown Over 

Shooting Threat, Barbara Worth Junior High 
Affected, Most Local Schools Sent Warnings

The front of Calexico High School is shown on Friday, Dec. 17, shortly after a lockdown was lifted over a credible school shooting threat 
that was tied to TikTok. Friday was known in some circles as "National School Shooting Day," and warning were sent out across the 
country. | CAMILO GARCIA JR. PHOTO
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IMPERIAL COUNTY — The 
following reports were collected 
from the Imperial County Sher-
iff ’s Office call logs from Dec. 14 
through Dec. 20.

TUESDAY, DEC. 14
12:52 p.m.: California State 

Parks personnel contacted depu-
ties after finding a 5-inch rocket 
warhead and a grenade on state 
parks lands.

2:51 p.m.: A resident of Wienert 
Road near El Centro called depu-
ties to report finding a 20-year-
old Hispanic male subject naked 
in their treehouse.

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 15
12:13 a.m.: Deputies from Riv-

erside County advised Imperial 
County deputies that they were 
pursuing a carjacking/robbery 
suspect in a silver Dodge Caravan 
south on Highway 86 at speeds 
over 100 mph entering Imperial 
County.

7:43 a.m.: Deputies respond-
ed to a traffic accident on Dione 
Drive in Salton City involving five 
people in one vehicle.

9:41 a.m.: Union Pacific Rail-
road employees requested a wel-
fare check on a male subject driv-
ing a Ford F150 who jumped out 
of his vehicle near the train and 
started making sand angels.

10:37 a.m.: A resident of the 
21000 block of South Marina 
Drive in Salton City reported 
finding bones suspected of being 
human bones on their property. 
They added that it was the third 
time they found bones in the area.

8:41 p.m.: Deputies responded 
to reports of a burglary in prog-
ress on Rodeo Road in Salton 
City.

THURSDAY, DEC. 16
6:02 a.m.: A Heber resident 

called deputies to report that his 
girlfriend hit him in the nose with 
an unknown object. The man said 
that he was unable to see what the 
object was because he was bleed-
ing from his face.

1:31 p.m.: Deputies responded 
to a Calipatria-area business after 
a worker’s leg was run over by a 
forklift.

4:20 p.m.: Deputies responded 
to the Seeley area for reports of 
a female subject under the influ-
ence and trying to fight every-
body.

FRIDAY, DEC. 17
3:25 a.m.: Deputies responded 

to reports of a domestic incident 
in Salton City. The reporting par-
ty advised deputies that the male 
subject had possibly stabbed him-
self before fleeing the scene on 
foot.

9:01 a.m.: A Niland area resi-
dent reported that a subject came 
into her residence, set her cur-
tains on fire and stole items from 
the home.

1:24 p.m.: A subject called 911 
to report that he was about to 
place the manager of a Salton City 
store under citizen’s arrest for re-
fusing to let him make a purchase 
without wearing a mask.

SUNDAY, DEC. 19
6:52 a.m.: A resident of Sand 

Jewel Place in Salton City report-
ed that a Hispanic male subject 
was trying to break her window 
to get into her residence. The sub-
ject then ran across the street and 
began yelling and walking back 
and forth.

11:40 a.m.: Deputies responded 
to a rollover accident at Keyhole 
Road and Gecko Road in Glamis.

4:15 p.m.: Deputies responded 
to reports of a black male adult 
transient sleeping in a parking 
spot at the Family Dollar Store in 
Salton City.

5 p.m.: Deputies responded to 
a single-vehicle accident involv-
ing a black sedan that rolled into 
a field.

8:42 p.m.: A resident of Impe-
rial Avenue in Salton Sea Beach 
called deputies to report the theft 
of her tan colored pug dog.

MONDAY, DEC. 20
12:56 a.m.: Deputies were called 

to assist United States Border Pa-
trol agents after a vehicle blew 
through the checkpoint at High-
way 86 without stopping. Agents 
told deputies that they believe the 
driver may be under the influence 
of drugs and/or alcohol.

HOLTVILLE 
Sheriff ’s Substation

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 15
7:56 a.m.: Deputies respond-

ed to a traffic collision between a 
white Chevy Silverado and a gray 
Dodge Durango at the corner of 

Eighth Street and Holt Road. No-
body was hurt in the collision.

FRIDAY, DEC. 17
9:58 a.m.: Deputies responded 

to a vehicle outside of Holtville 
after a vehicle reportedly flew off 
Interstate 8 and landed in the area 
of the Holtville Hot Springs.

MONDAY, DEC. 20
8:55 a.m.: Deputies responded 

to a minor traffic accident in the 
parking lot of Ace Hardware on 
Fifth Street.

LOCAL NEWS

POLICE BRIEFS

TikTok Threat Lands at Calexico, Brawley Schools

BY JULIO MORALES
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

EL CENTRO — A proposed 
180-unit apartment complex to 
be located near the county air-
port’s extended flight path has 
been approved by the El Centro 
City Council despite an airport 
commission’s written objection.

The objection by the Airport 
Land Use Commission to the 
Town Center phase 4 project, 
to be located at the northwest 
corner of Eighth Street and 
Bradshaw Drive, was based on 
a determination that found the 
proposed project to be incom-
patible with the 1996 Airport 
Land Use Compatibility Plan.

That compatibility plan limits 
residential development in a so-
called “Extended Approach/De-
parture Zone” to no more than 
one dwelling unit per acre. As 
proposed, Town Center would 
create multi-family units that 
average 15.5 dwelling units per 
acre.

Yet, in choosing to formally 
overrule the Airport Land Use 
Commission’s determination, 
the City Council relied on 2011 
guidelines from the state Depart-
ment of Transportation that al-
lows for residential development 
to be situated in an applicable 
zone as defined by Caltrans’ up-
dated California Airport Land 
Use Planning Handbook.

Accordingly, the Town Cen-
ter’s residential units will be 
situated on 11.5 acres that fall 
within a zone Caltrans defines as 
a “Traffic Pattern Zone,” and not 
an “Outer approach/Departure 
zone.”

“That (traffic pattern) zone is 

compatible with residential uses 
at any density,” city associate 
planner Angel Hernandez told 
the City Council during its Tues-
day, Dec. 21 meeting.

The Town Center project also 
proposes to construct parking 
lots, a pool, clubhouse, dog park 
and common open space within 
the zone classified by Caltrans 
as an outer approach/departure 
zone.

Further plans call for commer-
cial development on the remain-
der of the 19.3-acre property that 
is not devoted to the 11.5-acre 
phase 4 residential project, and 
which falls within the airport’s 
outer approach/departure zone.

“We are planning to receive 
some commercial proposals for 
this area,” Hernandez told the 
council.

The project site is located 
about 1.8 miles southeast of the 
airport. Any concerns that some 
council members expressed 
about the project’s proximity 
to the airport’s flight path were 
eased by a letter from the Feder-
al Aviation Administration that 
indicated its overall support for 
the project.

Aside from the council’s vote 
to overrule the commission’s 
determination, it also approved 
a series of resolutions for Town 
Center’s zone change, mitigated 
negative declaration, and subdi-
vision plan following the resolu-
tions’ respective public hearings.

The project’s zone change, mit-
igated negative declaration, and 
subdivision plan were previously 
recommended by the city’s Plan-
ning Commission.

The Town Center phase 4 
project is being proposed by 
YK America, which developed 
the Town Center Villa residen-
tial complex to the west of the 
proposed project site. The Town 
Center Villa is comprised of 240 
units of two-story apartments, 
featuring one, two-bedroom and 
townhome units.

Phase 1 was completed in 
2017, phase 2 was completed in 
September 2019 and phase 3 was 
completed in August 2020, the 
YK America website stated.

The council also indicated it 
will work with local stakehold-
ers to update the Airport Land 
Use Commission’s 1996 Airport 
Land Use Compatibility Plan.

Council member Cheryl Vie-
gas-Walker called the compati-
bility plan “hopelessly outdated” 

and expressed confidence that 
the Town Center phase 4 proj-
ect would’ve been in compliance 
had the plan been updated.

Stakeholders are currently 
examining the possibility of ob-
taining support from Caltrans 
and the Southern California 
Association of Governments to 
help finance the plan’s update.

“I will continue to track that 
with the goal of getting that 1996 
plan updated as soon as possi-
ble,” Viegas-Walker said.

ARPA FUNDS 
REALLOCATED 
FOR MEASURE P

About $3.6 million of the city’s 
$14.1 million American Rescue 
Plan Act (ARPA) allocation will 
be diverted to the city’s Measure 
P account to pay for previously 
approved ARPA expenditures, 
following the approval of a reso-
lution by the council.

The $3.6 million in ARPA 
funds had previously been au-
thorized to be spent on address-
ing COVID-related losses in rev-
enue and enhancing government 
services and public safety.

Those expenditures include 
$1.3 million in accessibili-
ty improvements at City Hall, 
$615,000 for Automated License 
Plate Recognition cameras, 
$750,000 for a type 1 fire engine, 
and $99,000 for a 2020 Freight-
liner dump truck, to name some 
expenditures.

In a separate resolution be-
fore the council, it also approved 
the purchase of the Freightliner 
dump truck for the city’s Parks 
and Recreation division.

El Centro OKs Town Center Phase 4 Project
BUSINESS

The future site of the Town Center phase 4 project, to be located at the northwest corner of Eighth Street and Bradshaw Drive, was 
approved by the El Centro City Council on Tuesday night, Dec. 21. | MEGAN JONES PHOTO

See TOWN CENTRE, PAGE 10
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Directors Approve 18 
Percent Pay Hike for 
General Manager, 

OK Budget

BY ANTOINE ABOU-DIWANON
FOR THE HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

EL CENTRO — The Imperial 
Irrigation District Board of Di-
rectors elected new board officers 
on Tuesday, Dec. 21, for the 2022 
calendar year in an action item that 
should have been ceremonial and 
largely uneventful.

But the dramatic, 30-minute dis-
cussion was marked by lofty lan-
guage, veiled insults, and subtext 
worthy of a soap opera. It over-
shadowed the general manager’s 
contract renewal with a hefty sal-
ary increase and the approval of 
next year’s operating budget.

When all was said and done, 
board President Jim Hanks was 
re-elected to serve a second year, 
Division 1 Director Alex Cardenas 
was elected vice president, and Di-
vision 2 Director JB Hamby, who 
had been vice president and was 
bypassed for president and vice 
president, left the meeting early 
with rumors swirling that he had 
resigned.

It would have been reasonable 
to expect Hamby to slide into the 
presidency in the course of cere-
monial board reorganizations. By 
most accounts, he spearheaded the 
IID’s defense against Assembly Bill 
1021, a legislative effort to place 
people from outside the Imperi-
al Valley on the district’s board of 
directors, legislation that observers 
expected Gov. Gavin Newsom to 
sign into law. He didn’t.

The board’s successes punctuat-
ed a challenging year marked by 
infighting and disputes.

Division 5 Director Norma Si-
erra Galindo accused Hamby in 
April of meeting with and advis-
ing his committee appointees on 
what to do. She also alleged that 
board members met with Assem-
bly member Chad Mayes, the au-
thor of AB 1021, without reporting 
back to the board.

Division 4 Director Javier Gon-
zalez, who has been known to 
throw bombs on his official and 
personal social media accounts, 
targeted Galindo in October on 
her attendance record at Board of 
Directors meetings, accusing her 
of being absent from most meet-
ings despite efforts to accommo-
date her work schedule.

The IID’s board governance 
manual states that the president 
and vice president should each 
serve one-year terms, with elec-
tions to those positions rotating 
from member to member “based 
on the seniority of board mem-
bers who have not most recently 
served.” There are exceptions, chief 
of which being that the nominee 
for president must have first served 
at least two years on the board.

But the board suspended policy 
G-15 in December 2020, leaving 
the door open for any of the five 
directors to be president. But their 
personal disagreements meant 
that only Hanks would secure the 
three votes necessary, even though 
he initially said he did not want to 
serve another term as president.

Division 4 Director Javier Gon-
zalez moved first, nominating 
Hanks for president once again.

“I believe that a board president 
should serve two terms, one in of-
fice and one in prison. I’m ready 

for a break,” Hanks responded.
“If that’s the case, then I’d like 

to make a motion to appoint Mr. 
John Brooks Hamby as president 
for the 2022 calendar year as pres-
ident of the IID board,” Gonzalez 
replied.

Hamby’s nomination was met 
with silence.

“We have a motion, is there a 
second?” Hanks said.

Sierra Galindo broke the silence.
“Yes, I’d like to make a motion, 

Director Hanks,” Galindo said. 
“Obviously your leadership has 
been priceless, I’d like to make a 
motion that Alex Cardenas be our 
next board president.”

Cardenas hesitated, but with 
some urging from Galindo and 
Hanks, he seconded Galindo’s mo-
tion.

“I’d like to make it public that if I 
have a president I’m going against, 
I’m going to have to excuse myself 
from every (project labor agree-
ment) closed meeting,” Gonzalez 
retorted.

Gonzalez was referring a set of 
project labor agreements between 
unions and the IID approved by 
the previous board in December 
2020 and subsequently voided by 
the current board for being “vague” 
and “unclear.” Three of the unions 
sued the district over the decision 
to void the agreements, and Galin-

do and Cardenas submitted affida-
vits supporting the lawsuit.

Only two directors voted in fa-
vor of Cardenas’ nomination for 
president—Galindo and Carde-
nas himself. Hamby and Gonza-
lez voted against the nomination 
citing his involvement in the PLA 
lawsuits. Hanks abstained, and the 
motion failed.

Hamby immediately spoke up 
and nominated Hanks for presi-
dent.

“I second that motion,” Gon-
zalez said. “I think that’s the best 
thing that you can do for the board, 
Mr. Hanks, and you’re going to be 
retiring happily.”

Silence.
“President Hanks, there is a mo-

tion and a second,” Cardenas said.
“You know, it’s a funny thing 

what God does to a man. Things 
you swear you won’t do you seem 
like you always have to do it,” 
Hanks replied.

The former director of the Im-
perial Valley Vegetable Growers 
Association and the Coalition of 
Labor, Agriculture and Business, 
Kay Pricola, stepped to the podi-
um and urged Hanks to accept the 
nomination.

“You’ve heard from your fellow 
board members today what they 
believe is best, and I believe you 
ought to move forward and contin-
ue to do what’s best for this agen-
cy,” she said.

Cardenas implored Hanks to say 
yes.

“I just want to publicly say that 
I am in full support of you being 
president of the IID and here to 
make your life easy and help you 
with that burden, sir. Let’s do it,” 
Cardenas said.

Director Galindo, are you in 
support of that?” Hanks replied.

“Do you want me to be your 
vice president, is that what you’re 
saying,” Galindo responded, 
which was met by laughter in the 
auditorium.

“I am very disappointed that 
you did not vote on Alex but I will 
support you 100 percent,” Galin-
do continued. “I think that you 
and or Alex can get us through 
because you have the knowledge 
and the maturity to stick within 
a meeting and not walk out when 
things don’t go your way. So I will 
support you 100 percent. I told 
you some months ago that you 
would see us through this, and 
you have, and I think you need to 
continue to see us through this.”

Hanks responded with a mono-
logue that began with his back-
ground as an educator with the 
Calipatria Unified School District, 
addressed some of the infighting 
and disputes on the board, and 
touched on Hamby’s predecessor, 
former Director Bruce Kuhn with 
remarks that appeared to be aimed 
at the young director himself.

“I still think I’ve got a little bit of 
experience and background that I 
can help this board with,” Hanks 
said. “I don’t need accolades. Ev-
erybody’s got an ego. I don’t so 
much because I’ve had my mo-
ments, good and bad, in my life. 
So, I would really like to see this 
board come together regardless 
who’s president and pull some 
things together.”

“As a people, this board has a 
lot of talent in different areas. We 
all don’t communicate as well, we 
all have different backgrounds, 
but there’s a time and place for 
everybody on this board that has 
their moment,” Hanks continued. 
“I used to be amazed at Bruce 
Kuhn. Bruce likes to tease and 
cut up and everything, but you 
got into a closed session on busi-
ness situations, he had a very keen 

mind that was very valuable to the 
board. And it’s the same way here. 
Some are new, some have differ-
ent backgrounds, different desires 
what they’d like to see in the com-
munity, but they’re all legitimate.”

Cardenas was elected board vice 
president in a 3-2 vote marked 
by similarly grandiose language. 
Gonzalez and Hamby voted 
against Cardenas’ nomination.

“I’d like to say that it’s been my 
pleasure to serve in my capac-
ity over this past year. I think I 
am leaving the district in a better 
place than it was before. I’ve had 
the privilege to work with Pres-
ident Hanks over this last year,” 
Hamby said.

“I think one of the reasons that 
this last year has been so produc-
tive is that we took the board in an 
entirely different direction. And 
while certainly we all aim and 
strive to be able to work together, 
it wasn’t always that way. I think 
I can personally attest to having 
been on the receiving end when 
those words were not really reality. 
So, I’m thankful for the opportu-
nity to have served in this time. I 
think we’ve taken the district in a 
far better direction,” Hamby said.

“I am pleased to have left it as I 
do now, but I do not, in my per-
sonal capacity, believe that I can 
honestly and sincerely support 
those who are engaged in active 
litigation against the district, and 
have violated their fiduciary duty 
to this organization,” Hamby con-
tinued.

The board re-elected Belen 
Valenzuela as board treasurer 
and Raquel Najero as board sec-
retary, and took a brief break, at 
which point Hamby left. Rumors 
surfaced almost immediately that 
he had resigned, which he denied 
when reached by telephone.

GENERAL MANAGER’S 
CONTRACT RENEWED

The board extended General 
Manager Henry Martinez’s em-
ployment contract for two years 
with the second year being a 
month-to-month term which ei-
ther party can terminate with a 
90-day notice.

“The annual salary in this con-
tract is $388,000. All other com-
pensation terms remain the same,” 
Hanks said. “It should be noted 
that the proposed compensation is 
in line with an executive compen-
sation survey of utility executives 
by the Large Public Power Council 
in the western United States that 
the board has received.”

Gonzalez was the sole director 
voting against the motion.

“I don’t have a problem with our 
general manager, I will give him 
two more years, but I won’t be ap-
proving an 18 percent salary raise. 
I’m ready to approve whatever we 
approved to our employees, and 
that’s my position,” Gonzalez said.

BUDGET APPROVED
The board approved the IID’s 

operating, capital and staffing 
budget plans for 2022 with little 
discussion.

It has operating and capital 
budgets of over $849 million 
for the Energy Department and 
nearly $285 million for the Water 
Department, which includes the 
operating and capital budgets for 
Support Services.

The budget covers staffing of 
1,442 positions and includes bor-
rowing of $20 million for support 
services capital projects and $139 
million for energy capital projects.

The balanced budget does not 
have any changes to projected un-
restricted cash balances. It proj-
ects cash on hand for 132 days of 
operations.

About $273 million are budget-
ed for Energy Department capital 
projects, which include a battery 
energy storage system, the pur-
chase of the IVC Solar Farm as 
well as several transmission and 
distribution line upgrades.

About $37.5 million are budget-
ed for Water department capital 
projects, which include concrete 
lining projects, drain structure 
work and Imperial Dam upgrades. 
Approximately $17 million are set 
aside for the IID’s System Conser-
vation Program.

The board also approved a 
schedule to revise and update 
the district’s reserve funds policy, 
which hasn’t been changed since 
2009. The first hearing is sched-
uled for Jan. 5, 2022.

Let's Talk About It!

WELLNESS RADIO
Tune In and Listen:

• 1230 AM, Sundays at 7 a.m.
• Stream on Demand at KXORadio.com

With Hosts Scott Dudley 
& Maria Wyatt

Do you have something you'd like 
to ask Scott and Maria? 
Send your question to 

wellnessradio@co.imperial.ca.us

www.co.imperial.ca.us/behavioralhealth
(422) 265-1525

¡Exprésate!

WELLNESS RADIO
¡Escuche!

• 1230 AM
• Transmitir a pedido en KXORadio.com

Con Anfitriona 
Dalia Pesqueira 

Si le gustaria tener respuesta a su 
pregunta en el programa, envie un 

correo electronico a 
programaexpresate@yahoo.com

www.co.imperial.ca.us/behavioralhealth
(422) 265-1525

WEEK OF DECEMBER 20

Substance Use Disorder (SUD) 
Prevention Services

(ORIGINALLY AIRED ON AUGUST 2020)
Danny Gutierrez, Community Services Worker, 

Adolescent Substance Use Disorder Program Youth 
continue to face unique challenges in the COVID 19 post 

pandemic environment . The transition back to school 
has been beneficial to some, but not all, and access 

to substances is facilitated. Too Good For Drugs is an 
evidenced based substance use prevention program 

that focuses on facts and decision making practices in 
a group setting. This program is currently being adopted 
to remote learning environments. Join our guest, Danny 
Gutierrez, as he discusses the 12 session curriculum, 

its benefits, and the challenges of adapting from a 
classroom setting to a virtual one.

SEMANA DEL 20 DE DICIEMBRE

Servicios de Prevención de Uso 
de Sustancias

(ORIGINALMENTE TRANSMITIDO EN AGOSTO 2020)
Michelle Reyna, Trabajadora Social

Los jóvenes continúan enfrentando desafíos únicos en el entorno 
posterior a la pandemia de COVID 19. La transición de regreso 

a la escuela ha sido beneficiosa para algunos, pero no para 
todos, y se facilita el acceso a las sustancias. Too Good For 

Drugs , es un programa de prevención del uso de sustancias 
basado en evidencia que se enfoca en hechos y practicas de 

toma de decisiones en un entorno grupal. Este programa se está 
adoptando actualmente en entornos de aprendizaje remoto. 

Únase a nuestra invitada, Michelle Reyna, mientras analiza el 
plan de estudio de 12 sesiones, sus beneficios y los desafíos de 

adaptarse de un salón de clases a uno virtual.

REGION

Drama, Theatrics Mark IID Board Elections

Imperial Irrigation District President James C. Hanks was re-elected as president and Division 1 Director Alex Cardenas 
was elected vice president in a board reorganization that took on much drama and theatrics during the IID meeting on 
Tuesday, Dec. 21. | PHOTO COURTESY OF IID
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SPORTS

BY MURRAY ANDERSON
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

W hen Kevin and Aimee Walker met on a baseball 
field, the writing was on the wall that sports was 
going to be a big part of the couple’s life.

Kevin was pitching for the San Diego Padres and Aimee 
was a ball girl for the Padres while playing softball at Point 
Loma Nazarene University. The two met in 2001, were 
married in 2003 and sports have been a focal point for them 
and their children, 17-year-old Kamryn and 16-year-old 
Brady, ever since.

“I wouldn’t even know how to raise the kids without sports 
being a part of it,” said Kevin Walker, now the bullpen coach 
for the Boston Red Sox. “Sports have always been a part of 
our lives and that’s just the way they’ve grown up.”

Both Aimee and Kevin were introduced to sports at an 
early age. While Aimee was a three-sport star at Holtville 
High, earning 12 letters in volleyball, basketball and softball, 
Kevin was focused on baseball along with his father and 
brother.

“My dad was the coach, so me and my brother basically 
grew up at the ballfield,” Kevin Walker said. “Ever since I can 
remember I was always at the field and baseball was what I 
wanted to do.”

Aimee wanted to follow the direction of her older brother 
and sister and wanted to try every sport that was available to 
her as a child.

“My parents got us involved in everything and wanted 
to give us the opportunity to try all the sports we wanted,” 
said Aimee Walker, who walked on to the softball team at 
PLNU and earned a scholarship her final three seasons there. 
“Growing up, all my teammates were my best friends so it 
was just natural to play whatever sport was available.”

The sports bug has certainly rubbed off on the Walker’s 
children as both Kamryn and Brady will be three-sport 
athletes this season for the Vikings. Kamryn shines in 
volleyball, basketball and softball, while Brady plays football, 
basketball and will be trying golf for the first time in the 
spring.

“Ever since I can remember we’d be on a baseball field 
somewhere and we always had a ball or we’d be playing 
something,” said Kamryn Walker, a junior at Holtville High. 
“Depending where we were at, we’d pick up new sports. 
I remember trying tennis and lacrosse and just trying 

whatever was available.”
Kamryn said being around minor league baseball players 

as her father coached and seeing their work ethic instilled a 
sense of dedication to athletics in her.

“You see what they are working for and how it takes so 
much hard work, dedication and commitment and it rubs 
off and to me it’s just what I have to do to be successful,” 
Kamryn said. “Honestly, if it wasn’t for sports, I don’t know 
what I’d do.”

Brady Walker, a sophomore at Holtville High, said 
following his dad around in his younger days showed him 
the work athletes are expected to go through to make it to the 
professional level.

“I loved the traveling and getting to see everything. I saw 
how hard all the players worked and that’s how hard I had to 
work if I wanted to be good,” Brady Walker said.

Aimee Walker sees the difference in her two children when 
it comes to competitiveness.

“Kamryn would say she wanted to play pro baseball and 
she was young so it was innocence but also determination,” 
Aimee Walker said. “It made her look at their work ethic and 
passion for the sport and I think that’s where she gets her 
competitiveness.

“Brady has always been into sports but he has loved to 
play everything for fun. The two always push each other and 
challenge each other but at the end of the day they really do 
support each other as well.”

The Walkers will be celebrating their 19th wedding 
anniversary in January, likely at a basketball game for either 
Kamryn or Brady, or both. But they wouldn’t have it any 
other way.

“We’ve had to miss trips or re-book a vacation because of 
sports so we are used to it by now,” Aimee Walker said.

Former MLB Pitcher Dad Now 
Coaches Boston Red Sox, Mom 
Was a Collegiate Softball Player, 

Kids Will be 3-Sport Athletes

BIG LEAGUE FAMILY

Walkers Make Athletics 
a Family Affair

Holtville High School junior Kamryn Walker takes some softball 
swings in the family’s batting cage on Tuesday, Dec 21, with her fa-
ther Kevin pitching and mom Aimee and brother Brady watching out-
side the cage. 

The Walker family (from left) Kevin, Kamryn, Brady and Aimee, have made sports an integral part of the family lifestyle. | MEGAN JONES PHOTOS

BOYS SOCCER

BY MURRAY ANDERSON
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — The Holtville High School 
boys soccer team got off to a hot start this season, 
going 4-0-1 in its first five games. Then injury and 
suspensions hit the team and the Vikings lost five 
in a row and failed to score a goal in any of the 
five losses.

Now, the Vikings seem to be finding their form 
again as they beat Palo Verde Valley High 4-2 on 
Dec. 14 and then edged Brawley 3-2 on Thursday, 
Dec. 16.

Finding their form seems to relate to sopho-
mores Juan Carlos Rodriguez and Bryan Padilla 
being back in the lineup. The cousins both missed 
time during the five-game losing streak with Ro-
driguez missing due to injury and Padilla being 
suspended three games after a sliding tackle in a 
game in San Diego got him a red card and sus-
pension.

“When these two guys are in the lineup we have 
a pretty strong team and can compete,” said Juan 
Arroyo, Holtville’s head soccer coach. “The team 
plays with a lot of confidence when they are in 
there, especially with Juan Carlos up front, they 
know we have a chance to score at any time.”

Rodriguez has scored 13 goals in the first 10 
games of the season, including netting all three 
goals in the recent win over Brawley.

“He’s small, but he’s smart and fast and he knows 
the game,” Arroyo said. “He’s got great control of 
the ball and he knows how to wait for the play to 
develop and changes speeds when he needs space.”

While Rodriguez handles the offensive chores 
for the team, Padilla can be found somewhere on 
the defensive side of midfield. As a freshman Pa-
dilla was a standout goalkeeper, but this season he 
has seen time as a sweeper and at midfield for the 
Vikings.

“I try to strive for perfection on the field,” said 
the 16-year-old Padilla. “On the field I want to 
fight for every single ball and I want my team-
mates to be right there with me.”

Padilla, who has been playing soccer since he 
was 5 years old, said having his cousin on the team 
now has motivated him to work harder and be the 
leader on the defensive side of the field.

“The communication I have with him (Rodri-
guez) is great. We know each other’s talents and 
we know how to work together,” Padilla said about 
his cousin. “He’s fast and he can do things with the 
ball a lot of players aren’t ready for.”

Rodriguez, in his first year with the Vikings, 
said while his speed is important, it’s patience that 
the team needs to work on to be successful.

“We got off to a good start as a team but it’s go-
ing to take time and practice to get where we need 
to be,” said the 17-year-old Rodriguez. “The pa-
tience we need when we have the ball is something 
we are adjusting to.”

The diminutive Rodriguez stands just 5-foot-5 
and only weighs 115 pounds. But that small frame 
isn’t easily pushed around by bigger defenders.

“Defenders try to push me around a lot but I’ve 
been dealing with that since I started playing soc-
cer when I was 5,” Rodriguez said. “I’ve got to use 
moves and fakes to keep the opposition off me.”

Padilla, who was the placekicker for the Vi-
kings’ football team, has one of the most powerful 
legs on the soccer team according to Arroyo, and 
he plays with a tenacity when he’s anchoring the 
defense.

“Bryan knows the game and knows how to con-
trol the back line,” Arroyo said. “He knows how to 
go up and jump for balls and knows when to clear 
the ball and get it out of there.”

The Vikings won’t be back on the pitch until 6 
p.m. on Jan. 4, when they travel to Imperial for 
a nonleague match. At 6 p.m. on Jan. 6, they will 
travel to Calipatria for another nonleague show-
down before opening Imperial Valley League ac-
tion at 6 p.m. on Jan. 14 at Central Union High.

Kicking Cousins 
Lead the Vikings
Sophomores Have Holtville 

Poised for Success

Holtville High School sophomore cousins Bryan Padil-
la (left) and Juan Carlos Rodriguez are keys to the Vi-
kings’ soccer team success with Rodriguez netting 13 
goals in 10 games this season and Padilla anchoring 
the defense. | MEGAN JONES PHOTO
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eastbound I-8. The new inter-
change will also be part of the city 
of El Centro’s extension of Impe-
rial Avenue project in the future.

Back in November the west-
bound ramps were open for use, 
and Tuesday’s ceremony officially 
opened the entire bridge to the 
average 33,000 vehicles that will 
use it every day.

California Department of 
Transportation District 11 Di-
rector Gustavo Dallarda said the 
completed bridge includes four 
lanes, new lighting, a new loop 
ramp, two signal light intersec-
tions, and added sidewalks for 
pedestrians and bikes.

Dallarda added there will be a 
community marker that will say 
El Centro on the bridge in the fu-
ture.

“It is going to be able to ac-
commodate all the traffic that is 
expected to grow in this area, par-
ticularly when the city of El Cen-
tro connects this all the way down 
to McCabe Road,” Dallarda said. 
“It’s not just passenger vehicles, 
it’s going to allow the transporta-
tion of goods in the Imperial Val-
ley, particularly with the border.”

Imperial County Transporta-

tion Commission Interim Ex-
ecutive Director David Aguirre 
said this interchange bridge will 
help improve traffic on both city 
and county roads, with the future 
extension doing more once it is 
complete and will even improve 
air quality with the break-up of 
traffic along the other roads.

El Centro Mayor Tomas Ol-
iva said this is a project that has 
been in the works for 20 years. 
Oliva even remembered growing 
up and hearing people talk about 
doing something to improve the 
interchange or extend Imperial 

Avenue.
“It’s very exciting to now see 

that I’ve been part of the this plan-
ning to push Imperial Avenue all 
the way down to McCabe Road 
because it is regionally significant, 
it allows for transportation move-
ment, goods movement, econom-
ic development, and it’s going to 
open up all this space south of 
the freeway,” Oliva said.

Imperial County Board of 
Supervisors Chair Mike Kelley 
echoed Oliva’s sentiments, say-
ing he remembered the talks to 
extend Imperial Avenue years 

ago that never came to fruition. 
Kelley also said he recalled work-
ing on the south end of town and 
having to go around to get to his 
office every day. Standing on the 
interchange made him feel like he 
was in a different city, he added.

“I thought, ‘wouldn’t it be nice 
if they had one road that went 
all the way down to McCabe?’” 
said Kelley during the ceremo-
ny. “I am so happy that everyone 
worked together to make this 
happen.”

The interchange is part of 
a larger project the city has 

planned that will extend Imperial 
Avenue all the way down to Mc-
Cabe Road. The extension will 
give better access to the south 
side of El Centro and open up 
the area to the possibility of more 
development be it residential or 
commercial.

The total predicted cost for the 
extension is $17.15 million, ac-
cording to charts created by Cal-
trans. It is not a firm number and 
Oliva has a feeling the project 
will not begin for a while. The to-
tal cost for the interchange bridge 
cost $44 million.

“We know it’s been a head-
ache, we acknowledge that, and 
we hope that you know that your 
patience is well worth it because 
this is a beautiful project, well 
invested taxpayer dollars,” said 
Oliva to the citizens of El Centro. 
“And this is just the beginning of 
smart growth improvements in 
the city.”

Interstate 8-Imperial Avenue 
eastbound on- and off-ramps 
opened officially Tuesday night, 
Dec. 21. Caltrans asked that mo-
torists drive with caution as oth-
ers familiarize themselves with 
the new traffic pattern.

The westbound on- and off-
ramps had opened several weeks 
ago.

INTERCHANGE
From page 1

Imperial County Board of Supervisors Chair Mike Kelley speaks during a ribbon cutting ceremony beside state Department of Transpor-
tation charts showing the stages and other information about the project, which started in April. | KATHERINE RAMOS

board requesting the issue be re-
moved from the meeting agenda.

It continued with a confronta-
tion over refusals to wear a mask 
during the meeting, and at the 
end, District 4 Supervisor Ryan 
Kelley suggested a clinical study 
of Fareed and Tyson’s treatment 
protocols be funded by the Impe-
rial County Local Health Author-
ity Commission.

“There are treatment protocols 
you have established, and I know 
other physicians are doing it and 
not being vocal about it, but what 
about doing a clinical trial in Im-
perial County, with your protocol 
funded by a local health (author-
ity)?” Kelley asked, addressing 
Fareed, of Pioneers Health Cen-
ter in Brawley, and Tyson, of All 
Valley Urgent Care in El Centro.

“The Health Authority can ac-
tually do a retrospective study, 
they can look at all the patients 
that we treated, they can go 
through their demographics and 
history and put together a com-
pilation of data going back and 
looking at all the charts and see-
ing what the outcomes are based 
on the treatment that they got. 
That’s typically how studies are 
done during a pandemic,” Tyson 
said.

The focus of their treatment 
protocols began with early treat-
ment, with Fareed saying the first 
seven days after diagnosis are the 
most critical. Their treatments in-
clude monoclonal antibody infu-
sions, which have U.S. Food and 
Drug Administration emergen-
cy-use authorization and involve 
manmade antibodies to help fight 
off COVID for any high-risk pa-
tients over 12 years of age.

Yet some of the more contro-
versial treatments Fareed and 
Tyson have prescribed over the 
course of the pandemic are those 
drugs not authorized by the FDA 
for use in COVID treatment, such 
as hydroxychloroquine and iver-
mectin, among other treatments. 
Other treatment have included a 
host of anti-inflammatories, anti-
coagulants, antivirals, antibiotics, 
oxygen, and steroid treatments.

Where the doctors further de-
viate from conventional medicine 
is their continued assertion that 
masks and vaccines are harmful, 
two pillars of the medical and 
public health communities’ mes-
saging on COVID protection.

To that end, part of Fareed’s 

presentation stated COVID is 
only spread when symptoms are 
present, that natural immunity is 
“one and done,” and that the vac-
cines are not safe for the public.

Tyson talked about the use of 
hydroxychloroquine among his 
anti-inflammatory treatment 
protocols, which is drug ap-
proved for the treatment of gout 
but can be highly toxic if taken 
incorrectly. It is not approved to 
treat COVID. Tyson further sep-
arated himself from mainstream 
medical advice by asserting 
masks are harming people and 
are a root cause of secondary bac-
terial pneumonia infections and 
have been known to grow strep 
pneumonia and Moraxella.

Tyson and Fareed both have 
stood strong with their treatment 
protocols, despite criticism from 
the Imperial Valley Medical Soci-
ety, which released a letter to the 
county board as a press release 
on Dec. 20, with IV Medical So-
ciety president Dr. Theodore Af-
fue admonishing the supervisors 
for holding the presentation.

“The Imperial County Board 
of Supervisors should not con-
tribute to the dissemination of 
false or misleading information 
by legitimizing unproven treat-
ments. We urge the Imperial 

County Board of Supervisors 
not to use board meetings as a 
platform to publicize informa-
tion on COVID treatments that 
have not received an emergency 
use authorization or received full 
FDA approval. We also call upon 
our Board of Supervisors to be 
stewards of the science by pro-
moting COVID vaccination and 
masking, which have proven to 
be effective at reducing COVID 
hospitalizations and deaths,” Af-
fue writes in the letter.

Tyson responded to Affue’s 
comments, along with similar 
comments made by Dr. Adolphe 
Edward, chief executive officer 
of El Centro Regional Medical 
Center, becoming emotional 
during his presentation, and re-
ferring to the comments as at-
tacks.

“It’s never been so hard to 
treat sick people,” Tyson said, 
choking up during the meeting. 
He maintained the validity of his 
treatment protocols throughout 
the presentation and ending the 
presentation by saying that if his 
treatments didn’t work, there 
would be many more dead in 
Imperial County.

Regardless of whether Tyson’s 
assertions can be quantified, Im-
perial County’s COVID statistics 

are grim: the Public Health De-
partment’s website reported five 
more lives have been lost since 
the Dec. 14 update, bringing the 
local death count to 792. Imperi-
al County has 660 active cases as 
of Tuesday morning, and a posi-
tivity rating of 13.6 percent. The 
active cases include 567 new cas-
es since last week, bringing Im-
perial County’s total case count 
to 33,986 cases of COVID.

Fortunately, no cases of the 
omicron variant that is now the 
most prevalent variant in the 
United States have been found in 
Imperial County of the test se-
quenced so far, according to the 
weekly variant report released 
Dec. 20.

Before Tyson and Fareed’s 
presentation even began, two of 
their supporters, Jarred Reeves 
and George Doilez Jr., both of 
whom have spoken at county 
board meetings before, clashed 
with Imperial County sheriff ’s 
deputies, refusing to wear masks 
inside the building despite a 
statewide mandate. Supervisor 
Kelley came out to de-escalate 
the confrontation, reminding 
them that they were distracting 
from what was important.

“Dr. Fareed and Dr. Tyson 
are here, and they’re gonna talk 

about treatment, right? And so 
you want to distract from that 
conversation by trying to have 
this kind of confrontation?” Kel-
ley asked them before being in-
terrupted by Doilez.

After a few moments of dis-
cussion between Kelley and Im-
perial County Executive Officer 
Tony Rouhotas Jr., Reeves and 
Doilez agreed to end the conflict 
by agreeing to wear the masks 
during the meeting to meet the 
supervisors halfway. Reeves 
even went on to request that the 
other unmasked supporters give 
the same respect, both outside 
the county board chambers and 
just as the meeting began.

“We got two doctors that are 
fighting for every one of us out 
here. I know we don’t like these 
masks. I know we don’t have to 
wear them, they are not a law, 
but I’m going to ask each and 
every one of you please mask up 
today just get through this meet-
ing,” Reeves said. “I know it goes 
against everything we stand for. 
I can’t believe I’m saying this, but 
just one day guys.”

The county Health Author-
ity Commission could not be 
reached for comment over the 
possibility of a clinical trial at 
this time.

COVID
From page 1

Dr. George Fareed presents his early treatment protocol during the Imperial County Board of Supervisors meeting on Tuesday, Dec. 21. | MARCIE LANDEROS PHOTO
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BY MARCIE LANDEROS
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

EL CENTRO — The early 
steps of a Lithium Valley Master 
Plan meant to guide and expe-
dite the process of developing 
Imperial County’s geothermal 
resource around the Salton Sea 
for mineral extraction, most no-
tably lithium, was set in motion 
by the county.

The Imperial County Board of 
Supervisors voted unanimous-
ly approved directing its Lithi-
um Valley consultant Michael 
Bracken, managing partner 
of Development Management 
Group Inc., to release a request 
for quote (RFQ) to create the 
master plan during the coun-
ty board’s meeting on Tuesday, 
Dec. 21.

“The action is to authorize the 
plan for Mr. Bracken’s office to 
release an RFQ for consultants 
on a specific plan and automat-
ic DIR (Department of Indus-
trial Relations) over the lithium 

extraction and geothermal area 
other ancillary uses,” District 4 
Supervisor Ryan Kelley said as 
he introduced the agenda item.

The Imperial County geother-
mal area in discussion is a 6,000- 
to 8,000-acre area at the south-
ern end of the Salton Sea, which 
is currently zoned as agricultural 
land. This zoning allows for the 
geothermal plants, but not for 
mineral extraction, which is lim-
ited to industrial zones only.

The purpose of the plan is to 
expedite the development of 
lithium extraction from geo-
thermal plants by addressing 
issues like these zoning laws, 
which currently forces potential 
projects to individually address 
zoning issues, bogging down 
the process, said Jim Minnick, 
Imperial County Planning & 
Development Department’s Ser-
vices Director.

“We have 11 geothermal plants 
out there right now, physical-
ly, and there are all flash plants, 
they all have the ability to create 

a mineral recovery component. 
Problem is we don’t allow no 
(sic) mineral recovery compo-
nents outside of the industrial 
area, but we allow geothermal 
on the (agricultural) area. So, 
each one of those projects that 
come in and want to do mineral 
recovery, there’s going to have to 
be a zone change, a general plan 
amendment, and (conditional 
use permit). If we create a specif-
ic plan covering the whole thing, 
we eliminate all those things and 
it may just be a CUP,” Minnick 
said.

County officials also ex-
pressed hope that the develop-
ment of a plan will help entice 
lithium and other rare mineral 
extraction companies to develop 
in the geothermal area by more 
clearly defining the cost of de-
velopment versus the potential 
profit to be made in developing 
a mineral extraction facility in 
Imperial County.

Bracken added that the devel-
opment of a master plan would 
further incentivize development 
due to the cost sharing aspect 
of the plan, which would have 
companies contribute a fair 
share of the cost of the devel-
opment of the plan and a large 
Environmental Impact Report 
for the entire area, at a fraction 
of the cost if they were to per-
form their own EIR for individ-
ual projects.

“There’s no free lunch. The 
first week of January, Director 
Minnick and I are scheduling 
meetings with various lithium 
and rare mineral extraction 
companies to talk to them about 

their financial participation in 
these plants, the specific plan, 
and the environmental impact 
report, because they will bene-
fit from this,” Bracken said via 
Zoom during the meeting.

All of the supervisors seemed 
to be on board with this plan, as 
it would allow the county to be 
able to more closely control de-
velopment, versus the piecemeal 
development that would occur 
without the plan. Furthermore, 
the plan will help insure the 
equal and fair participation of 

companies in the cost of devel-
opment, including the costs of 
any mitigation measure deemed 
necessary after the plan has been 
composed.

“I think this a great opportu-
nity one way or another, we will 
get it funded, whether it’s with 
their participation going in or 
their participation on the tail, 
then it’s just a matter of where 
we do,” District 2 Supervisor 
Luis Plancarte said, signaling his 
support for the development of 
this new master plan.

REGION

The Imperial County Local Health Authority has 
been an awarded an ACEs Aware Provider 

Engagement grant to bring awareness to adverse 
childhood experiences (ACEs) in our community.

We are hosting 4 virtual sessions covering ACEs 101 
with an opportunity for a $200 stipend upon 

attending one session, proof of completion of the 
ACEs CORE Training and public listing on the 

Clinician Directory.
NO COST TO ATTEND. 

These sessions are recommended for Medi-Cal 
eligible providers, front office staff, office 

managers, billers and clinicians. Visit our website
for a full list of eligible providers. 

Register to any ACEs 101 
session and take your first 
step in becoming an 
ACEs Aware Provider!

First Session 
August 26 1:00 PM

VIRTUAL SESSIONS

August 26, 1:00PM
September 16, 1:00PM 
October 14, 1:00PM
October 28, 1:00PM 

$200 Stipend Opportunity

NO COST TO ATTEND 

Questions? 
VanessaRyckman@co.imperial.ca.us

Scan the QR code or visit 
www.localhealthauthority.org 

BY JULIO MORALES
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

EL CENTRO — The county 
of Imperial will set aside $75,000 
to cover ancillary costs related to 
providing temporary housing to 
several families displaced by the 
fatal Nov. 26 fire at the Desert 
Shores Trailer Park.

The allocation from the coun-
ty’s community benefit program 
was needed because of the re-
strictions placed on funds that 
the state had already approved 
to assist the impacted families, 
county Deputy Executive Officer 
Esperanza Colio said.

Previously, the California De-
partment of Housing and Com-
munity Development authorized 
the use of COVID-19 Commu-
nity Development Block Grant 
funds to cover the cost of the dis-
placed families’ rent and utilities 
for up to 90 days.

Yet, those funds could not 
be used on the additional ex-
penses that the county incurred 
from relocating the families into 
the travel trailers donated by 
the state, Colio told the coun-
ty Board of Supervisors during 
its regular meeting on Tuesday, 
Dec. 21.

During the relocation process, 
local officials discovered that 
some of the travel trailers lacked 
parts such as batteries and ca-
bles. Each of the travel trailers 
that were moved to a Salton City 
mobile home park also required 
a $550 rental deposit.

Additionally, the state’s CDBG 
funds did not cover the cost of 
transporting those trailers.

“That move cost $14,997,” Co-
lio told the board, which unan-
imously approved the $75,000 
allocation and a related budget 
amendment that reflects the 
transfer of funds.

The state has provided the 
county $145,000 in CDBG 
funds to assist with its response 
to COVID-19 impacts. About 
$30,000 of that total has gone 
toward utility assistance for the 
displaced Desert Shores fire vic-
tims, as well as for former resi-
dents of the Roberta Motel in El 

Centro, which was red-tagged by 
the city in November.

The county also requested to 
use about $100,000 of its CBDG 
funds for hotel vouchers and 
rental assistance for the indi-
viduals displaced by the Desert 
Shores fire and the condemning 
of the Roberta Hotel, Colio said 
after the board meeting.

So far, the county has made 
five travel trailers available for 
the temporary housing of some 
of the displaced families. A to-
tal of eight families were direct-
ly impacted by the Nov. 26 fire. 
An additional five families have 
been identified as being in need 
of further assistance as a result 
from a previous fire, Colio said 

during the meeting.
“Although there were only a 

number of travel trailers that 
were impacted, literally in some 
of those residences there were 
more than two families,” Colio 
told the board.

The Nov. 26 fire destroyed a 
total of eight mobile homes and 
claimed the lives of 33-year-old 
Pedro Dominguez Dominguez, 
his 14-year-old daughter Virid-
iana Dominguez and 9-year-old 
son Joseph Dominguez.

It was the fourth structure 
fire that occurred at the mobile 
home park in recent years, resi-
dents said.

The $75,000 allocation from 
the county’s community benefit 
program will allow the county 
to cover any additional expenses 
not covered by the state’s CDBG 
funds. Any of the allocation not 
used for assisting the fire victims 
would revert to the program, 
Colio said.

Because the displaced families 
lost their possessions in the fire, 
efforts are underway to provide 
them with donated household 
goods.

Requested items include bed 

sheets (each travel trailer has one 
queen and two full-size bunk 
beds), bed blankets, pillows, 
towels, dinnerware, kitchen 
utensils, kitchen cookware, per-
sonal hygiene items (deodorant, 
toothpaste, shampoo) iron and 
ironing board, trash cans, clean-
ing supplies, canned food, and 
other non-perishable food.

For more information about 
how to donate items, contact 
Colio at 442-265-1011.

Board Approves $200K for 
Desert Shores Community Park

The Board of Supervisors, 
acting as the county Air Pol-
lution Control District board, 
unanimously approved the use 
of $200,000 in Clean Air Trust 
Fund monies for improvements 
to the Desert Shores Communi-
ty Park.

Planned improvements 
will include the creation of a 
33,000-square-foot grass field in 
place of the current dirt lot that 
kids play on. The dirt lot will be 
prepared, leveled, compacted, 
and have an irrigations system 
installed to maintain the grass.

The project will have no im-
pact to the county’s general fund 
as it will utilize grant monies. It 
is being undertaken in collabo-
ration with the Salton Commu-
nity Services District.

BOARD APPROVES BID 
FOR AQUIFER ANALYSIS

During its meeting, the Board 
of Supervisors also approved 
a $19,860 bid from San Di-
ego-based Geo-Logic Associates 
to conduct a water analysis of the 
Desert Shores aquifer.

The groundwater study will de-
termine the aquifer’s ability to po-
tentially provide up to 300 acre-
feet of water on an annual basis to 
help restore Desert Shores water 
channels to historic levels, ac-
cording to the resolution’s backup 
documents.

As part of the Desert Shores 
Restoration Project, up to two 
wells could potentially be creat-
ed to replenish the community’s 
“fingers” of water that have been 
disconnected from the Salton Sea 
because of its receding shoreline.

The aquifer’s extracted water 
will be mixed with Salton Sea wa-
ter to fill the channels, help sup-
press emissive dust and serve as 
habitat for fish and birds.

Travel trailers provided by the county of Imperial to victims of the Desert Shores Trailer Park fire on Nov. 26 were set up at a 
mobile home park in Salton City. | COURTESY OF IMPERIAL COUNTY

Imperial County OKs Desert Shores Fire Assistance

Travel trailers provided by the county of Imperial to victims of the Desert Shores 
Trailer Park fire on Nov. 26 were set up at a mobile home park in Salton City. 

In Addition to Helping 
Trailer Park Victims, 
Board Approves Park 

Improvements

Plancarte listens closely to the details of the discussion for a Lithium Valley Mas-
ter Plan during the Board of Supervisors meeting on Tuesday, Dec. 21. | MARCIE 
LANDEROS PHOTO

REGION

Imperial County to Develop Lithium Valley Master Plan
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Siblings Akemy and Amy Mari-
nero thought they were just going 
for a quick drive with their father, 
Francisco Marinero, but instead 
ended up at the fire station and the 
festive gathering.

The surprise visit marked the 
third- and fourth-grader’s intro-
duction to the Guardian Angel 
program and came on their 
school’s last day of instruction 
before the winter break.

“They got emotional when 
they got here,” their father said in 
Spanish. “They saw everything and 
thanked me.”

Holtville resident Sonia Vaal 
said her daughter, Aida Lopez, has 
been a guest of the program for 
the past few years and has enjoyed 
gathering with her classmates, eat-
ing George’s Pizza and the chance 
to win prizes.

“And the presents, of course,” 
Vaal said. “It’s a good thing for the 
kids here in Holtville who always 
need something like this every 
year where they can gather and 
have fun.”

The Guardian Angel program 
has been in existence for some 13 
years, Holtville Fire Chief Alex 
Silva said.

He recently renamed the pro-
gram in honor of the late Jonathan 
Burnworth, a former Holtville 
Fire Department captain who 
died in 2018 in an accident while 
employed as an Imperial Irrigation 
District dive team member.

“We know he’s watching us,” 
Silva said on Friday.

The first year he hosted the 
event, only four kids took part in 
it. Since then, the number of par-
ticipants has varied, depending on 
the amount of funds raised.

This year’s sponsors included 
George’s Pizza, Dr. Vincent Soun, 
CoopersWest Insurance, Verde 
4-H, the American Legion Brad-
ley-Keffer auxiliary Unit 138 and 
the Hartshorn family. The city also 
deserves credit for its continued 
support through the years, Silva 
said.

About 50 kids took part 
in the program last year in a 
drive-through event because of 
COVID-19 restrictions against 
large social gatherings. The ability 
to gather in person appeared to 
have lifted the attendees’ spirits, 
including Chief Silva.

“I think I had a bigger smile 
than the kids did,” he said.

The Guardian Angel program is 
a great example of the community 
giving back to those less fortunate, 
Finley Elementary School counsel-
or Tiffany Terrill said.

“It’s an amazing thing that the 
Fire Department does for our 
kids,” she said. “They’re so gener-
ous and so thoughtful.”

Aside from the holiday cheer 
that the event generated, Finley 
Elementary Principal Marco Page 
said that students and staff have 
been responding positively to 
being back on campus for in-per-
son instruction this school year, 
as well.

“It’s just awesome and great 
to have the students back at the 
school,” he said.

Earlier in the day, Silva, several 
fire personnel and Holtville Mayor 
Mike Pacheco attended a small 
ceremony at Finely, where the Fire 
Department donated more than 50 
pairs of new shoes.

The shoes weren’t there to dis-
tribute to individual students per 
se. If over the course of the school 
year, school officials see a child 
needs new shoes, they will make 
sure that happens.

At the Guardian Angel event, 
after the students were finished 
scarfing down George’s Pizza, City 
Manager Nick Wells addressed 
them briefly.

A former Finley student himself, 
Wells told the young students 
that the Guardian Angel program 
reflected the community’s concern 
for one another, a collective senti-
ment that not many other locales 
exhibit to the extent that Holtville 
does.

“We are very proud that we have 
had this event all these years be-
cause it really shows that Holtville 
is a caring and loving community,” 
Wells said.

ANGEL EVENT
From page 1

A number of children wait for Santa to arrive to the Holtville Fire Station during the Jonny B the EMT Guardian Angel 
program event on Friday afternoon, Dec. 17. | MEGAN JONES PHOTOS

Holtville fire personnel Eric Espinoza (from left), Holtville Mayor Mike Pacheco, Anthony Zaragoza, Matthew Somera, 
and Sergio Hernandez Jr., stand near boxes of new shoes donated to Finley Elementary School that the Fire Department 
collected and presented on Friday morning, Dec. 17. 
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Holtville fire personnel Eric Espinoza (from left), Holtville Mayor Mike Pacheco, Anthony Zaragoza, Matthew Somera, 
and Sergio Hernandez Jr., stand near boxes of new shoes donated to Finley Elementary School that the Fire Department 
collected and presented on Friday morning, Dec. 17. 

BY MARCIE LANDEROS
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

EL CENTRO — Some 300 
struggling families living below 
the poverty line were provided 
food for their pantries and pres-
ents for the children thanks to 
the Salvation Army’s Angel Tree 
Christmas assistance distribution 
in El Centro.

“It’s really cute … not even us 
parents would know until that 
day (Christmas), so it’s like, ‘oh, 
who brought you this? Santa 
Claus or something?’ We’ll make 
up something the kids, but it’s 
something’s something nice that 
Salvation Army is doing for the 
community,” Denise Tamayo of 
El Centro said with a laugh as she 
picked up her items of assistance.

The families were thrilled to be 
able to get the help they needed 
during the holidays and there was 
a jovial air around the Angel Tree 
distribution on Thursday, Dec. 
16, but the reality is that many of 
the stories that brought the resi-
dents to the Salvation Army are 
heart breaking.

One El Centro resident, Ivo-
nne Zazueta, shared that without 
the Salvation Army’s assistance, 
her family would have had to do 

without Christmas entirely.
“I’m having a hard time with 

the gifts, so they helped me with 
the gift today for my son, my 
9-year-old son. … The rent I 
pay is, it’s my limit of what I can 
spend. I can’t spend over my lim-
it. I don’t have no more,” she said 
during the distribution event. “I 
only have enough for my rent.”

Zazueta spoke candidly about 
the how she got into the posi-
tion where she needed the help, 
explaining that she had lost her 
home to a fire on April 2 in the 
same Desert Shores Trailer Park 
where three people lost their lives 
to a fire on Nov. 26.

After not being able to secure 
a replacement mobile home and 
receiving no assistance to help 
her find a new home, she was 
forced to move her family to El 
Centro, where the cost of living is 
much higher.

“I’m still struggling to get my 
pots and pans. So you can imag-
ine. This is going to be our only 
Christmas right here because my 
income I get is lower than my 
rent …,” Zazueta said.

Zazueta was not alone in her 
struggles, with 18.1 percent of 
Imperial County residents liv-

Vanessa Young (from right) and Maj. Jessica Doria hand out Christmas assistance to 
families during their Angel Tree program distribution in El Centro on Thursday, Dec 16. 
| MARCIE LANDEROS PHOTO

HOLIDAY

Angel Trees Bring Christmas 
to Struggling Families

See ANGEL TREES, PAGE 11



PAGE 10 — Thursday, December 23, 2021 

NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
Wayne P. Williams aka Wayne Pat
Williams Decedent
CASE NUMBER:   EPR001108
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors,
contingent creditors, and persons
who may otherwise be interested in
the will or estate, or both, of: Wayne
P. Williams aka Wayne Pat
Williams
A Petition for Probate has been filed
by: Kelly Valenzuela in the Superior
Court of California, County of:
IMPERIAL
The Petition for Probate requests that
Kelly Valenzuela be appointed as
personal representative to administer
the estate of the decedent.
The petition requests the decedent’s
will and codicils, if any, be admitted
to probate. The will and any codicils
are available for examination in the
file kept by the court.
The petition requests authority to
administer the estate under the
Independent Administration of
Estates Act. (This authority will
allow the personal representative to
take many actions without obtaining
court approval. Before taking certain
very important actions, however, the
personal representative will be
required to give notice to interested
persons unless they have waived
notice or consented to the proposed
action.) The independent administra-

tion authority will be granted unless
an interested person files an objec-
tion to the petition and shows good
cause why the court should not grant
the authority.
A hearing on the petition will be
held in this court as follows:
Date:  January 7, 2022
Time:  8:30 a.m.
Dept.  9
Address of court:
Superior Court of California, 
County of Imperial
939 West Main Street 
El Centro, CA  92243
If you object to the granting of the
petition, you should appear at the
hearing and state your objections or
file written objections with the court
before the hearing. Your appearance
may be in person or by your attorney.
If you are a creditor or a contin-
gent creditor of the decedent, you
must file your claim with the court
and mail a copy to the personal rep-
resentative appointed by the court
within the later of either (1) four
months from the date of first
issuance of letters to a general per-
sonal representative, as defined in
section 58(b) of the California
Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from
the date of mailing or personal deliv-
ery to you of a notice under section
9052 of the California Probate Code.
Other California statutes and legal
authority may affect your rights as

a creditor. You may want to consult
with an attorney knowledgeable in
California law.
You may examine the file kept by
the court. If you are a person inter-
ested in the estate, you may file with
the court a Request for Special Notice
(form DE-154) of the filing of an
inventory and appraisal of estate
assets or of any petition or account as
provided in Probate Code section
1250. A Request for Special Notice
form is available from the court
clerk.
Attorney for petitioner:
Charlotte A. Flanigan
Pinney, Caldwell & Pace
444 South Eighth Street, Suite A
El Centro, CA 92243
(760) 352-7800
Electronically Filed
Superior Court
County of Imperial
12/13/2021 at 02:35:00 PM
By: Irma De La Rosa, Deputy Clerk
Legal 6703 
Publish: Dec. 16, 23, 30, 2021

PUBLIC NOTICE

Run your legal 
notice in the 

Holtville Tribune
Call 

(760) 339-4899

“Oh yes, we are very excited for 
Christmas. Christmas has been a 
very special time of the year for 
my family, especially this year,” 
Adriana said.

Outside their house, the Guer-
reros have decorated with lights 
on the roof and inflatables on 
the lawn like many families 
around the Valley, but they have 
also brought out about 17 Dis-
ney-themed inflatables all lined 
up with the words “Merry Christ-
mas” in the front yard. 

And that’s not even all of them. 
Adriana says they are still pulling 
out balloons and will be adding 
more to the lawn up until Christ-
mas Eve.

Inside is a warm family home 
that is has small but bright deco-
rations all over the house. 

The two Christmas trees are set 
up in the entry, one small and one 
large, while a fireplace is warm-
ing the house with digital flames. 
Even smaller trees can be seen in 
the other room, the kitchen. Tin-
sel garlands are wrapped around 
the staircase, stockings hang on 
the walls and from the banister, 
holly sprigs are in the windows 
and the tables, along with candy 
canes both plain and sparkly. 

Santa is on the table and the 
walls while two elves watch the 
youngest member of the house-

hold for good behavior, a large 
Nativity scene sits on top of the 
fireplace mantle, and a candy 
village display sits on the dining 
table in the front room. And of 
course, greens, reds, and whites 
are everywhere.

Just like with the outside, “this 
is only half ” of the decorations, 
Grace Guerrero said.

This year’s holiday season has 

even more meaning for the Guer-
reros. Due to restrictions and 
COVID hitting the family last 
year, they were unable to do most 
of their usual Christmas activi-
ties. Adriana said they didn’t even 
put the inflatables up outside.

This year the Christmas fun 
is returning with a vengeance 
for the Guerrero family. Adri-
ana said they even made a list of 

Christmas things they needed to 
do this year since they missed 
last year due to quarantine. That 
includes the Christmas posada, 
family parties, going out to see 
the lights around town, mak-
ing tamales, cookies, just every 
Christmas activity one can think 
of. They’ve also adopted a family 
in Mexicali and gave gifts to the 
children, wanting to give back.

They plan to gather with the 
rest of their family for an annual 
Christmas Eve party. There will 
even be a separate kids party on 
Wednesday where the children 
of the family make gingerbread 
houses and even have a Santa 
piñata to break open.

Grace says the family feels very 
fortunate this year to have made 
it through the rough time from 
the year before and just want to 
give back and celebrate.

“We’ve been very lucky no 
one has died due to COVID. We 
didn’t even know if we were go-
ing to make it last year and to 
be here is a miracle,” Grace said. 
“We just want to celebrate.”

The Guerreros are just one 
family who are gearing up for the 
big night this week. Many fami-
lies will have equally big get-to-
gethers while others are smaller 
and more intimate. And there are 
still other community events and 
church services to attend that 
night for some people. 

Christmas Eve, Day Happen-

ings
This week Our Lady of Guada-

lupe in Calexico will be having 
posadas every night leading up 
to Christmas Eve. Each posada 
will begin at 6 p.m. and will be 
held at a different family’s house 
each night. The addresses of the 
families who will be hosting the 
posadas this year can be found in 
the parish bulletin here.

Brown Bag Coalition will 
be hosting its seventh annual 
Christmas posada on Thursday, 
Dec. 23, at the Calexico Com-
munity Center for the unhoused 
individuals of Calexico. The day 
starts with a breakfast, haircuts, 
and showers at 9 a.m., a lunch 
and movies from 1 to 4 p.m. 
while providing COVID vaccina-
tions as well, and finally with the 
evening dinner and gifts from 4 
to 7 p.m.

Dogwood Sports Bar in El 
Centro will also be hosting an 
evening of Christmas celebration 
on Christmas Eve, Friday, Dec. 
24, starting at 9:30 p.m.

Christmas Eve services are, of 
course, being held all over the 
Valley. Most churches are hold-
ing some sort of service for the 
community on both Christmas 
Eve and Christmas Day, Satur-
day, Dec. 25. The Brawley/West-
morland Catholic Churches will 
be hosting 16 Masses the whole 
Christmas weekend, according 
to Father Ed Horning.

CHRISTMAS
From page 1

The Guerrero family (from left), Adam, Grace, Gia, and Adriana, pose in front of their 
new Christmas tree. The family is a big on Christmas, decorating inside and outside their 
Brawley home with a renewed vigor this year after much of their celebrating last year was 
stalled due COVID. | KATHERINE RAMOS PHOTO

RETIRING LONGTIME 
EMPLOYEES 
RECOGNIZED

Three longtime city employ-
ees with nearly 90 years of com-
bined public service were hon-
ored by the City Council during 
its meeting on Tuesday.

The retirees included Com-
munity Development Depart-
ment Director Norma Villicaña, 
El Centro police Sgt. Victor 
Nuñez and Officer Mike Bos-
ton.

All three were presented 
with plaques recognizing their 
employment with the city and 
posed for pictures with the 
council afterward.

Villicaña had initially started 
with the Community Develop-
ment Department as a special-
ist in February 1992 and was 
able to move up the ranks. She 
said she was looking forward to 
spending more time with her 
family during her retirement.

“It’s time to give the young 
ones a chance to move up,” she 

told the council.
Officer Boston was hired by 

the Police Department in Au-
gust 1992 and served in many 
different assignments, including 
traffic patrol and as a school re-
source officer.

Speaking on behalf of Bos-
ton, who described himself as a 
man of few words, Chief Brian 
Johnson said he was able to ob-
serve Boston excel at his job as a 
school resource officer.

“Mike you should go into re-
tirement knowing that you’ve 
touched many lives, not only 
here in the city family, but real-
ly in this Valley through all the 
children that you’ve mentored 
through the years and hopeful-
ly put them on a path to be just 
great model citizens for all of 
us,” Johnson said.

Sgt. Nuñez’s tenure with the 
department dates to March 
1993. Also speaking on behalf 
of a fairly silent Nuñez, Chief 
Johnson said he credited him 
with creating a culture of ser-
vice and selflessness within the 
department.

“This is a huge loss for our or-
ganization and our city,” John-
son told the council.

TOWN CENTRE
From page 3
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Follow us online at: holtvilletribune.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
David Lee Smedley
CASE NUMBER:   EPR001100  
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors,
contingent creditors, and persons
who may otherwise be interested in
the will or estate, or both, of: David
Lee Smedley
A Petition for Probate has been filed
by: Donald G. Smedley in the
Superior Court of California, County
of:  IMPERIAL
The Petition for Probate requests that
Donald G. Smedley be appointed as
personal representative to administer
the estate of the decedent.
The petition requests authority to
administer the estate under the
Independent Administration of
Estates Act. (This authority will
allow the personal representative to
take many actions without obtaining
court approval. Before taking certain
very important actions, however, the
personal representative will be
required to give notice to interested
persons unless they have waived
notice or consented to the proposed
action.) The independent administra-
tion authority will be granted unless

an interested person files an objec-
tion to the petition and shows good
cause why the court should not grant
the authority.
A hearing on the petition will be
held in this court as follows:
Date:  February 4, 2022
Time:  8:30 a.m.
Dept.  9
Address of court:
Superior Court of California, 
County of Imperial
939 West Main Street 
El Centro, CA  92243
If you object to the granting of the
petition, you should appear at the
hearing and state your objections or
file written objections with the court
before the hearing. Your appearance
may be in person or by your attorney.
If you are a creditor or a contin-
gent creditor of the decedent, you
must file your claim with the court
and mail a copy to the personal rep-
resentative appointed by the court
within the later of either (1) four
months from the date of first
issuance of letters to a general per-
sonal representative, as defined in
section 58(b) of the California
Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from

the date of mailing or personal deliv-
ery to you of a notice under section
9052 of the California Probate Code.
Other California statutes and legal
authority may affect your rights as
a creditor. You may want to consult
with an attorney knowledgeable in
California law.
You may examine the file kept by
the court. If you are a person inter-
ested in the estate, you may file with
the court a Request for Special
Notice (form DE-154) of the filing of
an inventory and appraisal of estate
assets or of any petition or account as
provided in Probate Code section
1250. A Request for Special Notice
form is available from the court
clerk.
Petitioner:
Craig P. Keup, Esq.
9740 Cuyamaca Street, Suite M
Santee, CA 92071
619-569-1835
Filed: Dec. 2, 2021
Superior Court
County of Imperial
Clerk of the Court
By: Irma De La Rosa, Deputy
Legal 6704
Publish: Dec. 16, 23, 30, 2021

ANNOUNCEMENT
 

LONG DISTANCE 
MOVING: Call today 
for a FREE QUOTE 
from America’s Most 

Trusted Interstate 
Movers. Let us take 

the stress out of 
moving!  Speak to a 

Relocation Specialist, 
call 1-844-857-1737

 
 Eliminate gutter 
cleaning forever! 

LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-

blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule 

a FREE LeafFilter 
estimate today. 15% 
off Entire Purchase. 

10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-855-

424-7581 
 

UPDATE YOUR 
HOME with Beautiful 

New Blinds & 
Shades.  FREE 

in-home estimates 
make it convenient 

to shop from 
home. Professional 

installation.  Top 
quality - Made in the 
USA.  Call for free 

consultation: 1-877-
438-0330.  Ask about 

our specials! 
 

Become a Published 
NEW AUTHORS 
WANTED! Page 

Publishing will help you 
self-publish your own 
book. FREE author 

submission kit! Limited 
offer!  Why wait?  Call 
now: 1-855-667-0380

 

Become a Published 
Author. We want 

to Read Your 
Book! Dorrance 

Publishing-Trusted by 
Authors Since 1920 

Book manuscript 
submissions currently 

being reviewed. 
Comprehensive 

Services: Consultation, 
Production, Promotion 
and Distribution. Call 
for Your Free Author`s 

Guide 1-877-538-
9554 or visit http://

dorranceinfo.com/Cali
 

AUTOS WANTED
 

DONATE YOUR CAR, 
BOAT OR RV  

TO HELP HOMELESS 
PETS. 

PETS ALIVE IS A 
CALIFORNIA, 501-C-3 

NONPROFIT. 
GUARANTEED TAX 

DEDUCTIONS. 
PAPERWORK 

EXPERTS, FREE 
QUOTE AND PICK UP.  

ASK ABOUT FREE 
7 DAY VACATION 

OR $200 VISA GIFT 
CARD. 

LAPETSALIVE.ORG 
1-833-772-2632 

 
CABLE/INTERNET/

SATELLITE TV
 

DIRECTV - Watch 
your favorite live 
sports, news and 

entertainment 
anywhere. More 

top premium 
channels than DISH. 

Restrictions apply. Call 
IVS - 1-888-641-5762.

AT&T Internet. Starting 
at $40/month w/12-mo 
agmt. Includes 1 TB of 
data per month. Get 
More For Your High-

Speed Internet Thing. 
Ask us how to bundle 
and SAVE! Geo & svc 
restrictions apply. Call 
us today 1-855-397-

7909. 
 

FINANCIAL 
SERVICES

 
Over $10K in Debt? 
Be debt free in 24 to 

48 months. No upfront 
fees to enroll. A+ BBB 

rated. Call National 
Debt Relief 1-888-231-

4274. 
 

INSURANCE
 

SAVE BIG on HOME 
INSURANCE! 

Compare 20 A-rated 
insurances companies. 

Get a quote within 
minutes. Average 
savings of $444/

year! Call 1-844-410-
9609! (M-F 8am-8pm 

Central) 
 

MEDICAL/HEALTH
 

Lowest Prices on 
Health Insurance. We 
have the best rates 
from top companies! 
Call Now! 1-888-989-

4807
 

THIS SPACE  
CAN BE YOURS!   

CALL 1-916-288-6011 
or email cecelia@

cnpa.com 

REAL ESTATE/LOANS
 

RETIRED COUPLE  
$1 MIL for business 

purpose Real 
Estate loans. Credit 
unimportant. V.I.P. 

Trust Deed Company 
www.viploan.com 

Call 1-818-248-0000 
Broker-principal 

DRE 01041073. No 
Consumer Loans. 

 
SENIOR LIVING

 
Looking for assisted 
living, memory care, 

or independent living? 
A Place for Mom 

simplifies the process 
of finding senior living 

at no cost to your 
family. Call 1-844-741-

0130 today! 
 

WANT TO BUY
 

FREON WANTED: We 
pay $$$ for cylinders 
and cans. R12 R500 

R11 R113 R114. 
Convenient. Certified 
Professionals. Call 

312-291-9169 or visit 
RefrigerantFinders.com

 
DID YOU KNOW 

Newspaper-generated 
content is so valuable 

it’s taken and repeated, 
condensed, broadcast, 

tweeted, discussed, 
posted, copied, edited, 
and emailed countless 

times throughout 
the day by others? 

Discover the Power of 
Newspaper Advertising.  
For a free brochure call 
916-288-6011 or email 

cecelia@cnpa.com 

CLASSIFIED ADS

ing below the federal the poverty 
line ($26,500 for a family of four), 
according to the US Census. For 
those within this demograph-
ic, buying necessities is a daily 
struggle, so providing them with 
something extra for Christmas 
can seem like an impossible task.

“It’s kind of amazing because 
I wouldn’t be able to give my 
kids a really big Christmas at all 
and this makes it for possible for 
them. I did it last year and this 
year. It really helps a lot. It’s real-
ly tight, so it helps,” Marie Shirey 
Harrison said as she picked up 
her assistance.

Maj. Jessica Doria, who runs 
the Salvation Army El Centro 
Corps with her husband, Maj. 
Saul Doria, said struggling fam-
ilies were helped by providing 
food boxes, coats, and toys for 
Christmas presents, all of which 
is prepared individually to meet 
the personalized needs for each 
family.

“It’s a lot of work that we have 
to do pre (before) the distribu-
tion, and then all the cleanup 
post the distribution, but I think 
just knowing that we are doing a 
little bit to help our community 
members, you know, that’s good 
enough for us to be willing to 
help. And it makes us feel good 
as well,” Jessica Doria said as she 
helped hand out items.

The Salvation Army staff, who 
took over responsibility of the 
Angel Tree program after the 
pandemic made volunteering 
difficult, echoed Doria’s feelings. 
Salvation Army staff member 
Vanessa Young has been with 
the Salvation Army for the last 
five years, initially as a volunteer 
but moving into a staff position 
about two years ago.

The way the Angel Tree pro-
gram has traditionally worked, 
in addition to donations at the 
Salvation Army, businesses and 
organizations allow an Angel 
Tree with ornaments specifying 
the gifts needed for each child 
and family in need that had pre-
viously signed up for the pro-
gram. For example, an ornament 
hanging on a tree might have say 
a gift for a girl, who is 9 years 
old. That was the personaliza-
tion of which Maj. Jessica Doria 
spoke.  

For Young, this event fulfills a 
personal desire to help her com-
munity and is among the rea-
sons she remains so passionately 
dedicated to the Salvation Army.

“It gives me a great feeling to 
be able to help. It’s something 
that just brings me joy personal-
ly, just to be able to see families 
getting something for their kids 
that they probably couldn’t oth-
erwise …,” Young said. “I thank 
God that we’re able to do it and 
we still have the resources and 
everything to keep going.”

ANGEL TREES
From page 9

Maj. Jessica Doria (from left) and Jessica Doria hand out Christmas assistance to fam-
ilies during the Salvation Army’s Angel Tree program on Thursday, Dec 16. | MARCIE 
LANDEROS PHOTO
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Switch your Direct Deposit today
to a FICU Loyalty Checking account

Enter to a win 4 tickets
to Universal Studios Hollywood!1

GO     IRECT
and get paid A DAY EARLY*

No appointment necessary,
open your account today

at any FICU Branch!
*Early deposit of funds is not guaranteed and is dependent on the processing times of your employer and/or government agency. Loyalty Checking account is a free 
checking account when you set up direct deposit and sign up for eStatements. If no direct deposit is deposited within 60 days, account will automatically convert to 
Regular Checking Account terms and conditions. No FICU surcharge will be incurred at FICU or Co-Op ATMs. Merchant fees may apply on Point-of-Sale transactions as 
well as out-of-network fees from the ATM owner and FICU. For account details and fees, see Truth-in-Savings disclosure and Schedule of Fees.  1 NO ACCOUNT, PURCHASE 
OR OBLIGATION IS NECESSARY TO ENTER OR WIN. Giveaway begins 9:00 AM PT 10/1/21 & ends 05:00 PM PT 11/30/21. Open to 50 US/DC, at least 18 years old or the age of 
majority in jurisdiction of residence. Void where prohibited. See Official Rules at http://www.ficu.com/resources/forms-&-helpful-links/ for entry instructions, odds, prize description & 
restrictions. Universal Studios Hollywood and its parent company/subsidiaries are not involved in any way in this giveaway. FICU is solely responsible for providing the prize(s) listed 
above. FICU has the right terminate or modify this promotion without prior notice.    

ficu.com | 760-352-1540

No
Monthly

Fee

No
Minimum
Balance

Higher
Overdraft

Limits

Early
Direct

Deposit*

Now through November

Imperial Valley College   •   380 E. Aten Road • Imperial, CA 92251   •   (760) 352-8320   •   www.imperial.edu 

 ATTEND IVC FOR 

FREE!

Free Tuition and up to $800 for  
books for all new and returning  
students attending IVC’s Winter  
and Spring 2022 Semesters!  For more information scan this QR  

 code or visit www.imperial.edu/FREE

cheer squad performed its routine.
Sperber was the adviser of the 

Pep Club.
A tile mosaic that will act as the 

new sign for the “Mary Sperber 
Memorial Library” was unveiled at 
the end of the ceremony. The mo-
saic was created by the Holtville 

High Art Club, with support pro-
vided by the Rainforest Art Project.

The tile mosaic library sign was 
installed above the entrance door 
immediately at the conclusion of 
the ceremony.

The Mary Sperber Memorial Library mosaic installed above the entrance to the Holtville High School library on Thursday, Dec. 16. | 
PHOTO COURTESY OF HOLTVILLE HIGH SCHOOL

LIBRARY
From page 1
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