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LOCAL

A Little More Than One 
Year After An Eight-Arce 
Brush Fire Snowbirds 

Return to Pools
BY MARCIE LANDEROS

HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — Birds of a different 
sort of feather flocking together are 
sure signs that a year after a fire swept 
through the area, life has returned to 
Holtville Hot Springs Long-Term 
Visitor Area.

Apparently open, according to the 
U.S. Bureau of Land Management, 
those birds — or “snowbirds,” rather 
— have returned to camping in the 
area, taking a dip in the hot springs, 
and caring for the maintenance of the 
pool site, which was closed to them 
last year at this time. 

The normally extremely active lo-
cation fortunately had few people 
around, so no injuries were report-
ed in relation to this three-alarm fire 
that burned eight acres on both sides 
of Interstate 8 at Van Der Linden 

Road on Dec. 18, 2020. Pandemic 
restrictions had closed the pool area 
and Imperial County had few snow-
birds overall due to a major winter 
surge. 

LOCAL

BY RICHARD MONTENEGRO BROWN
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

BRAWLEY — A young couple that died in the 
Christmas Eve murder-suicide apparently had 
a troubled relationship, according to a neighbor 

who said the shooting fol-
lowed a daylong holiday gath-
ering.  

Although Brawley police 
have not elaborated further 
on what led to the shooting 
that killed 23-year-old Jajaira 
Marie Solano and 25-year-
old Jose Cervantes late on the 
night of Dec. 24, a neighbor 
in the 700 block of East Adler 

Street who asked not to be identified painted a pic-
ture of an unhealthy relationship in which verbal 
altercations were not an uncommon occurrence.

“They argued a lot,” the neighbor told this news-
paper in Spanish on Tuesday, Dec. 28. “They had 
problems.”

At times, those verbal altercations would take 
place in the front porch of the home Solano and 
Cervantes shared with their three children. The 
neighbor said they were not certain if Cervantes 

Brawley Couple 
in Murder-Suicide 
Had Troubles, 
Neighbor Says

SOLANO

See SOLANO, PAGE 5

Holtville Hot Springs 
Returns to Life

Visitors can be seen soaking in the Holtville Hot Springs pool area on Tuesday, Dec 28, a little over 
a year after the area’s vegetation was consumed in an eight-acre fire.

Scorched palm trees show new life at the oasis at the Holtville Hot Springs as it continues to recover from a brush fire that destroyed eight acres on Dec. 
18, 2020. | MARCIE LANDEROS PHOTO

HOLIDAY

See HOT SPRINGS, PAGE 3

BY KATHERINE RAMOS
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

CALEXICO — “Be prepared to receive the New 
Year.”

That was what Margaret Sauza’s grandparents 
would tell her, her cousins, and the rest of her fam-
ily on New Year’s Eve right before midnight. The 
family would  stand around counting down until 
midnight, even their mouths were filled with 12 red 
grapes for luck.

As the Calexico resident got older and had her 
own children, Sauza eventually began hosting the 
same traditions that her family had across the bor-
der. Even today Sauza is still doing the same tra-
ditions that many others do around the Imperial 
Valley and the rest of the country.

Local Family 
Keeps New Year 
Traditions Alive

Margaret Sauza of Calexico demonstrates the eating of 12 
grapes prior to the ringing in of the New Year. Each grape 
symbolizes good luck for each month of the next year. | 
KATHERINE RAMOS PHOTOS

See NEW YEAR, PAGE 2

LOOKING BACK

Top Stories of 2021 Are Public Safety-Related

T here were many big issues in the news in 2021, 
probably none as big as Imperial County’s on-
going struggle with the COVID-19 pandemic, 

which affected nearly every aspect of our lives.
But overwhelmingly, stories that related to pub-

lic safety, whether it was crime or car wrecks, were 
among the top-10 most viewed on our website in 
2021. For the Holtville Tribune, however, the most-
view story of the year involved the border crisis and 
a photojournalist’s coverage of two Haitian migrants 
who came through the border in Arizona.

To revisit that story and the nine others, visit our 
collection of the Top 10 Stories of 2021. Also see our 
most-viewed videos of the year.

A Haitian man over-
come by the desert 
heat is cradled in the 
arms of another Haitian 
man after the friends 
illegally crossed the 
U.S.-Mexico border 
near San Luis, Arizona, 
on June 15, where 
temperatures reached 
at least 119 degrees. 
Confused and unsure 
what to do, the friend 
tries to resuscitate his 
companion. | JIMMY 
DORANTES PHOTO
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She and her cousins would eat 
12 grapes from a plate, one for 
each month of the new year, and 
make a wish with every juicy bite. 
Sauza said she remembers strug-
gling and almost choking with her 
mouthful of grapes while count-
ing down with everyone else.

One other tradition she re-
members is the colored under-
wear, a tradition that was started 
in Mexico. The color worn de-
pends on what you want for the 
coming year — red for love, yel-

low for money, white for peace, 

green for prosperity.
And at midnight, Sauza’s 

grandmother would have every-
one sweep the house, sweeping 
out “de sal mal,” or bad luck from 
the house for the new year.

“New Year’s was everybody be-
ing together, the big ones and the 
little ones, the nieces, the aunts, 
that’s what I remember,” Sau-
za said during an interview on 
Tuesday, Dec. 28. 

These traditions Sauza’s fami-
ly does are just a few of a large 
list of New Year’s Eve traditions 
from Latin American cultures. 

San Diego State University’s 
Dr. Ramona Perez, professor of 
anthropology and director of 
the Center for Latin American 
Studies, said a lot of these tradi-
tions come from the harsh times 
of winter, where the long cold 
months bring hopes for prosper-
ity when the days get longer. The 
traditions are also usually tied to 
Catholicism, according to Perez.

The tradition involving un-
derwear, Perez said, comes from 
the main colors of the Catholic 
Church, red, green, yellow, and 
white. She said the colors were co-
ordinated with saints and would 
be used to represent them for the 
coming year.

“In some parts of Mexico, they 
would light candles in those col-
ors as well. They would take them 
into the church to the saint for the 
coming year in whatever color 
they were focusing on,” she said 
during a phone interview on Dec. 

28.
Perez said her own family does 

keep some of these traditions, 
including the colors, but instead 
of underwear it is table linens. 
White for peace in the new year, 
or green for prosperity in her fa-
ther’s new job, what her mother 
felt they should focus on in the 
coming year.

Some other traditions are 
keeping lentils in the pockets or 
in small bags, which symbolizes 
prosperity and fending off hun-
ger. Lentils would be gifted, left 
out overnight, or even eaten on 
New Year’s Eve and on New Year’s 
Day.

Along these same lines was 

the tradition of eating salted cod 
or bacalao, again a food source 
that represents prosperity in the 
New Year, according to Perez. In 
Guatemala there are even black 
tamales to be eaten, made of a 
darkened piloncillo, and plac-
ing pennies around the house or 
throwing pennies over the shoul-
der for prosperity.

Perez said she believes the New 
Year is more of one part of a cus-
tomary tradition that starts with 
the posadas and ends on Dia de 
los Reyes, or the Three Kings Day, 
a huge part of Latin American 
culture.

All of these traditions are to 
continue the importance of being 

with family, Perez said.
“The start of every new year 

should be with family in order to 
ensure the continuity of the fami-
ly,” Perez said. “Your family is who 
you want to start and end major 
lifecycles with, you want your 
family beside you.”

Which is important for Sauza 
as well, who celebrates usually 
with her children, grandchildren, 
and friends at her house now, 
continuing to carry on those tra-
ditions her grandparents instilled 
in her when she was a child.

“A lot of our families are across 
the border, so it’s not difficult to 
carry on our traditions,” Sauza 
said.

Her children kept up the tradi-
tions, but only half of her grand-
children still keep them.

Sauza will even be dropping off 
tamale plates on Friday, Dec. 31 
at the Imperial County Sheriff ’s 
Office and Heber substation, and 
the El Centro and Calexico police 
departments.

With much of the Imperial Val-
ley considered ancient Kumey-
aay land, the tribes have already 
celebrated their New Year, which 
usually starts on Sept. 21 and lasts 
until Nov. 21. Michael Connolly 
Miskwish of the Golden Acorn 
Kumeyaay said many of the tradi-
tions include bird singing, story-
telling, and a marking of the day, 
but not everyone celebrates.

There is even a ceremony at 
La Rumerosa in Baja California, 
where a dagger of light hits a little 
red man in a cavern in a perfect 
ray and the people sing for the 
new year.

“Everybody has their own 
things that they do, but it’s pretty 
much like everyone else’s,” Misk-
wish said. “Also, a lot of our gift 
giving occurs during this time to 
other communities in need.”

Most New Year’s celebrations 
are done the same as other Amer-
icans, with fireworks and parties.

Around the Valley, most fami-
lies will be gathering to celebrate 
in a more private setting, but for 
any social butterflies there are a 
few parties going on New Year’s 
Eve.

El Centro is the center of the 
New Year’s celebrations with two 
events going. The Vibe Event 
Center will be hosting a party on 
Dec. 31 from 7 p.m. to 2 a.m. Jan. 
1. Music performances by Mila-
gros: a Santana Tribute band and 
DJ Oboe will be in charge of the 
dance beats for the night.

Dogwood Sports Bar will have 
a New Year’s Eve party as well 
with drink, food, and dancing. DJ 
Lex will be laying down the beats 
here. The event starts at 9:30 p.m. 
and attendees must have a valid 
ID before entering.

The Eagles Lodge of El Centro 
will also be hosting its Denim & 
Diamonds New Year’s Eve din-
ner and dance on Dec. 31 from 6 
p.m. to 12:30 a.m. Dinner will be 
served at 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. Tick-
ets cost $35 per person.

The Great Escape bar in Oco-
tillo will be hosting a day of ac-
tivities including drinks with ’80s 
and county music. The next day 
on Saturday, Jan. 1, a day ride 
through the desert with Mike 
Tripes at noon will start. Camp-
ing spots will be available while 
spots last for any who are plan-
ning to stay the night until Mon-
day, Jan. 3.

NEW YEAR
From page 1

Margaret Sauza of Calexico shows how she prepares the 12 grapes to be eaten prior to 
the ringing in of the New Year. Each grape symbolizes good luck for each month of the 
next year. 
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BY MARCIE LANDEROS
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

EL CENTRO — The Imperi-
al County Board of Supervisors 
bid farewell to County Executive 
Officer Tony Rouhotas Jr., thank-
ing him for his leadership and 
guidance through the pandem-
ic, during the final county board 
meeting of 2021.

“I will save and keep my com-
ments for him personally, but I 
would like to make it very public 
that, especially during COVID, 
as I was a (Board of Supervisors) 

chair, and 
as I con-
tinued to 
serve in 
this board, 
I couldn’t 
have not 
had a more 
c a r i n g , 
c a p a b l e , 
honorable, 
k n o w l -
edgeable and proactive person 
in that role (of CEO),” District 
2 Supervisor Luis Plancarte said 
during the meeting on Tuesday, 

Dec. 28.
All the supervisors took a 

moment to thank Rouhotas for 
his dedication to the county 
throughout the pandemic, at-
tributing his long career work-
ing as an emergency responder 
to his success leading the county 
through this prolonged state of 
emergency.

“Tony, I just want to thank 
you personally for your hard 
work, managing this pandemic 
… I think part of your experi-
ence as a first responder fire-
fighter, really helped to manage 

this county and run it the way it 
should during the pandemic and 
keeping all the services going,” 
District 5 Supervisor Ray Cas-
tillo said. “So I think (you did) 
a commendable job, and we’re 
gonna miss you.”

Rohoutas, who was respon-
sible for 26 departments com-
prised of more than 2,400 staff 
members, announced to the 
county board his intent not to re-
new his contract on Nov. 16. That 
contract ends on Friday, Dec. 31.

While Imperial County Chief 
Public Defender Ben Salorio 

was announced as interim CEO 
on Dec. 14, the loss of Rouhotas’ 
experience and leadership could 
create some difficult challenges 
for the county as both COVID 
and the controversies around 
managing the disease still rage 
on.

Rouhotas was the Imperial 
County fire chief before ascend-
ing to the CEO position in De-
cember 2017. In the position, he 
is responsible for 26 departments 
comprised of more than 2,400 
staff members.

Imperial County Board Bids CEO Rouhotas Farewell
REGION

ROUHOTAS

See CEO, PAGE 7
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NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE Trustee 
Sale No. : 00000008679417 Title Order 
No.: 191168145 FHA/VA/PMI No.: AT-
TENTION RECORDER: THE FOLLOWING 
REFERENCE TO AN ATTACHED SUM-
MARY APPLIES ONLY TO COPIES PRO-
VIDED TO THE TRUSTOR, NOT TO THIS 
RECORDED ORIGINAL NOTICE. NOTE: 
THERE IS A SUMMARY OF THE IN-
FORMATION IN THIS DOCUMENT AT-
TACHED YOU ARE IN DEFAULT UNDER 
A DEED OF TRUST, DATED 02/16/2017. 
UNLESS YOU TAKE ACTION TO PRO-
TECT YOUR PROPERTY, IT MAY BE 
SOLD AT A PUBLIC SALE. IF YOU NEED 
AN EXPLANATION OF THE NATURE 
OF THE PROCEEDING AGAINST YOU, 
YOU SHOULD CONTACT A LAWYER. 
BAR RETT DAFFIN FRAPPIER TRED ER 
and WEISS, LLP, as duly appointed 
Trustee under and pur suant to Deed 
of Trust Recorded on 02/23/2017 as 
Instrument No. 2017004013 of official 
records in the office of the County Re-
corder of IMPERIAL County, State of 
CALI FORNIA. EXECUTED BY: RICAR DO 
A. LOPEZ, A SINGLE MAN AND ELISA 
LOPEZ, A SINGLE WOMAN AS JOINT 
TENANTS, WILL SELL AT PUBLIC AUC-
TION TO HIGHEST BIDDER FOR CASH, 
CASHIER'S CHECK/CASH EQUIVALENT 
or other form of pay ment authorized 
by California Civil Code 2924h(b), (pay-
able at time of sale in lawful money 
of the United States). DATE OF SALE: 
01/21/2022 TIME OF SALE: 2:00 PM 
PLACE OF SALE: Imperial County Court-
house, 939 W. Main Street, El Centro, 
CA 92243, Main Entrance. STREET AD-
DRESS and other common designation, 
if any, of the real property described 
above is purported to be: 920 WALNUT 
AVE., HOLTVILLE, CALIFORNIA 92250 
APN#: 045-363-012-000 The under-
signed Trustee disclaims any liability 
for any incorrectness of the street ad-
dress and other common designation, 
if any, shown herein. Said sale will be 
made, but without covenant or war-
ranty, expressed or implied, regarding 

title, possession, or encumbrances, to 
pay the remain ing principal sum of 
the note(s) secured by said Deed of 
Trust, with interest thereon, as pro-
vided in said note(s), advances, under 
the terms of said Deed of Trust, fees, 
charges and expenses of the Trust-
ee and of the trusts created by said 
Deed of Trust. The total amount of 
the unpaid bal ance of the obligation 
secured by the property to be sold and 
reasonable estimated costs, expenses 
and advances at the time of the ini-
tial publication of the Notice of Sale 
is $263,046.17. The beneficiary under 
said Deed of Trust heretofore execut 
ed and delivered to the undersigned a 
written Declaration of Default and De-
mand for Sale, and a written Notice of 
Default and Election to Sell. The under-
signed caused said Notice of Default 
and Election to Sell to be recorded in 
the county where the real property is 
located. NOTICE TO POTENTIAL BID 
DERS: If you are considering bid ding 
on this property lien, you should un-
derstand that there are risks involved 
in bidding at a trustee auc tion. You 
will be bidding on a lien, not on the 
property itself. Placing the highest bid 
at a trustee auction does not automat-
ically entitle you to free and clear own-
ership of the property. You should also 
be aware that the lien being auctioned 
off may be a junior lien. If you are the 
highest bid der at the auction, you are 
or may be responsible for paying off all 
liens senior to the lien being auctioned 
off, before you can receive clear title 
to the property. You are encouraged to 
investigate the existence, priority, and 
size of outstanding liens that may ex-
ist on this property by con tacting the 
county recorder's office or a title insur-
ance company, either of which may 
charge you a fee for this information. 
If you consult either of these resourc-
es, you should be aware that the same 
lender may hold more than one mort-
gage or deed of trust on the property. 

NOTICE TO PROPER TY OWNER: The 
sale date shown on this notice of sale 
may be post poned one or more times 
by the mortgagee, beneficiary, trustee, 
or a court, pursuant to Section 2924g 
of the California Civil Code. The law re-
quires that information about trustee 
sale postponements be made available 
to you and to the public, as a courtesy 
to those not present at the sale. If you 
wish to learn whether your sale date 
has been postponed, and, if applica-
ble, the rescheduled time and date 
for the sale of this property, you may 
call 833-561-0243 for information re-
garding the trustee's sale or visit this 
Internet Web site WWW.SALES.BDF 
GROUP.COM for information regard-
ing the sale of this property, using 
the file number assigned to this case 
00000008679417. Information about 
postponements that are very short in 
duration or that occur close in time to 
the scheduled sale may not immedi-
ately be reflected in the tele phone in-
formation or on the Internet Web site. 

The best way to verify postponement 
information is to attend the scheduled 
sale. NOTICE TO TENANT: You may 
have a right to purchase this property 
after the trustee auction pursuant to 
Section 2924m of the California Civil 
Code. If you are an "eligible tenant 
buyer," you can purchase the prop-
erty if you match the last and highest 
bid placed at the trustee auction. If 
you are an "eligible bidder", you may 
be able to purchase the property if 
you exceed the last and highest bid 
placed at the trustee auction. There 
are three steps to exercising this right 
of purchase. First, 48 hours after the 
date of the trustee sale, you can call 
833-561- 0243, or visit this internet 
website WWW.SALES.BDFGROUP.
COM using the file number assigned 
to this case 00000008679417 to find 
the date on which the trustee's sale 
was held, the amount of the last and 
high est bid, and the address of the 
trustee. Second, you must send a 
written notice of intent to place a bid 

so that the trustee receives it no more 
than 15 days after the trustee's sale. 
Third, you must submit a bid so that 
the trustee receives it no more than 
45 days after the trustee's sale. If you 
think you may qualify as an "eligible 
tenant buyer" or "eligible bidder," 
you should consider contacting an 
attorney or appropriate real estate 
professional immediately for advice 
regarding this potential right to pur 
chase. FOR TRUSTEE SALE INFORMA-
TION PLEASE CALL: 833-561-0243 
WWW.SALES.BDF GROUP.COM BAR-
RETT DAFFIN FRAPPIER TREDER and 
WEISS, LLP IS ACTING AS A DEBT COL 
LECTOR ATTEMPTING TO COL LECT A 
DEBT. ANY INFORMA TION OBTAINED 
WILL BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE. 
BARRETT DAFFIN FRAPPIER TREDER 
and WEISS, LLP as Trustee 3990 E. 
Concours Street, Suite 350 Ontar-
io, CA 91764 (866) 795-1852 Dated: 
12/20/2021 A-4739185 12/30/2021, 
01/06/2022, 01/13/2022 
Legal 9086

with family, Perez said.
“The start of every new year 

should be with family in order to 
ensure the continuity of the fami-
ly,” Perez said. “Your family is who 
you want to start and end major 
lifecycles with, you want your 
family beside you.”

Which is important for Sauza 
as well, who celebrates usually 
with her children, grandchildren, 
and friends at her house now, 
continuing to carry on those tra-
ditions her grandparents instilled 
in her when she was a child.

“A lot of our families are across 
the border, so it’s not difficult to 
carry on our traditions,” Sauza 
said.

Her children kept up the tradi-
tions, but only half of her grand-
children still keep them.

Sauza will even be dropping off 
tamale plates on Friday, Dec. 31 
at the Imperial County Sheriff ’s 
Office and Heber substation, and 
the El Centro and Calexico police 
departments.

With much of the Imperial Val-
ley considered ancient Kumey-
aay land, the tribes have already 
celebrated their New Year, which 
usually starts on Sept. 21 and lasts 
until Nov. 21. Michael Connolly 
Miskwish of the Golden Acorn 
Kumeyaay said many of the tradi-
tions include bird singing, story-
telling, and a marking of the day, 
but not everyone celebrates.

There is even a ceremony at 
La Rumerosa in Baja California, 
where a dagger of light hits a little 
red man in a cavern in a perfect 
ray and the people sing for the 
new year.

“Everybody has their own 
things that they do, but it’s pretty 
much like everyone else’s,” Misk-
wish said. “Also, a lot of our gift 
giving occurs during this time to 
other communities in need.”

Most New Year’s celebrations 
are done the same as other Amer-
icans, with fireworks and parties.

Around the Valley, most fami-
lies will be gathering to celebrate 
in a more private setting, but for 
any social butterflies there are a 
few parties going on New Year’s 
Eve.

El Centro is the center of the 
New Year’s celebrations with two 
events going. The Vibe Event 
Center will be hosting a party on 
Dec. 31 from 7 p.m. to 2 a.m. Jan. 
1. Music performances by Mila-
gros: a Santana Tribute band and 
DJ Oboe will be in charge of the 
dance beats for the night.

Dogwood Sports Bar will have 
a New Year’s Eve party as well 
with drink, food, and dancing. DJ 
Lex will be laying down the beats 
here. The event starts at 9:30 p.m. 
and attendees must have a valid 
ID before entering.

The Eagles Lodge of El Centro 
will also be hosting its Denim & 
Diamonds New Year’s Eve din-
ner and dance on Dec. 31 from 6 
p.m. to 12:30 a.m. Dinner will be 
served at 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. Tick-
ets cost $35 per person.

The Great Escape bar in Oco-
tillo will be hosting a day of ac-
tivities including drinks with ’80s 
and county music. The next day 
on Saturday, Jan. 1, a day ride 
through the desert with Mike 
Tripes at noon will start. Camp-
ing spots will be available while 
spots last for any who are plan-
ning to stay the night until Mon-
day, Jan. 3.

“Last year, we didn't have very 
many snowbirds because of the 
pandemic … They're coming 
back, and just in the nick of time 
to be opening things up … and 
they have been missing (the hot 
springs), you know, because of 
the closures, so they'll be happy 
its back open,” District 5 Imperial 
County Supervisor Ray Castillo, 
who represents the Holtville area, 
said on Tuesday, Dec. 28. 

The pool site includes two ce-
ment-lined pools, which are filled 
with water pumped from a geo-
thermal aquifer, making the two 
pools’ temperature range from 
around 104 to 110 degrees Fahr-
enheit. Beside the pool area, there 
is a small palm tree oasis, where 
the spring water flows to the sur-
face naturally. Both the pool and 
the oasis sit directly across Evan 
Hews Highway from the long-
term visitation area, and both 
were heavily affected by the fire.  

One of the Holtville Hot 
Springs Long-Term Visitor Area 
residents who asked only to be 
identified as Peter, said the snow-
birds had to fight to get the hot 
springs reopened. 

“Last year, we had almost no 
one at the visitor’s area, and not 
a single Canadian at all, which we 
usually get lots of. This year we’ve 
had hundreds of people come 
and camp at the visitor area, and 
around 40 Canadian back,” said 
Peter as he sat in one of the hot 
spring’s pools on Monday, Dec. 
27. 

Peter said he is originally 
from Minnesota and spends six 
months of the year on his farm 
there and six months here in the 
Imperial Valley for the last few 
years, staying almost exclusively 
at the Holtville Hot Springs area 
or at RV parks in Yuma. 

When Peter and others initial-
ly arrived back to the Valley this 
year, they discovered that the 
pool area was still locked by the 
BLM.

“We got here and there were 
locks and chains on both gates,” 
said Peter, before being interrupt-
ed by an unidentified man who 
claimed that the residents of the 
area cut the locks on the gate. 

Peter neither confirmed nor 
denied this man’s statements, 
simply saying, “We were very in-
sistent that we use the pool.” 

Peter clarified reasoning for 
the insistence, explained that the 
long-term visitors from the visi-
tor area felt they had the right to 
use the space, since there was no 
longer an outdoor mandate and 
since maintenance for the site is 

handled not by the BLM but by 
visitors staying in the long-term 
visitor’s area. 

“Every Tuesday morning, we 
pump out the water, there are no 
drains in the pools so we have 
to use a gas-powered pump, and 
then use a 3300 PSI (pounds per 
square inch) pressure washer 
to clean it up … you would be 
amazed at how much algae grows 
in a week,” said Peter, also stating 
that the supplies for maintenance 
were provided by the BLM. 

The hot springs is not just a 
draw for snowbirds, but also at-
tracts residents from around 
the county to visit as well. One 
young couple, Victor Cuervo and 
his girlfriend, Anna Rodriguez, 
shared that after discovering Cu-
ervo had never been to the hot 
springs, they decided to make the 
drive from Rodriguez’s home in 
El Centro to “check it out,” during 
an interview on the morning of 
Dec. 28. 

“I am amazed at how much 
everything has regrown in just a 
year,” said Rodriguez as she stood 
next to the small oasis outside the 
pool area. 

“I had only seen photos of it, 
but it looks completely different 
than what I saw. You can still see 
the black from where the fire was, 
but then there is also all kinds of 
new growth,” added Cuervo. 

According to Rodriguez, they 
had been originally planning 
on soaking in the pool area but 
elected not to after arriving to 
the hot springs, saying it was too 
cold, windy, and crowded for her 
to want to get in, so they chose 
instead to walk around the oa-
sis, taking photographs and ex-
ploring. Rodriguez and Cuervo 
shared that they plan to return 
in a few months after the weath-
er begins to warm to soak in the 
spring water. 

Peter also noted an increase in 
wind since the fire, along with an 
increase of highway noise, which 
he attributed to the destruction 
of vegetation which previously 
blocked both wind and noise. 

“About a month and a half 
(after the fire) the palms all had 
spotted leaves, and this is one 
year later and now they're all re-
covered at the tops. It looks like 
they always did, except now we're 
missing that, you know, that hula 
skirt they have… We’ve noticed 
some wind and a lot of noise from 
the highway without those skirts,” 
said Peter. 

BLM couldn’t be reached for 
comment other than an email 
from Michelle Van Der Linden, 
public affairs officer of California 
Desert District, stating the camp-
ground is open and operational.

LOCAL NEWS

HOT SPRINGS
From page 1

NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
Wayne P. Williams aka Wayne Pat
Williams Decedent
CASE NUMBER:   EPR001108
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors,
contingent creditors, and persons
who may otherwise be interested in
the will or estate, or both, of: Wayne
P. Williams aka Wayne Pat
Williams
A Petition for Probate has been filed
by: Kelly Valenzuela in the Superior
Court of California, County of:
IMPERIAL
The Petition for Probate requests that
Kelly Valenzuela be appointed as
personal representative to administer
the estate of the decedent.
The petition requests the decedent’s
will and codicils, if any, be admitted
to probate. The will and any codicils
are available for examination in the
file kept by the court.
The petition requests authority to
administer the estate under the
Independent Administration of
Estates Act. (This authority will
allow the personal representative to
take many actions without obtaining
court approval. Before taking certain
very important actions, however, the
personal representative will be
required to give notice to interested
persons unless they have waived
notice or consented to the proposed
action.) The independent administra-

tion authority will be granted unless
an interested person files an objec-
tion to the petition and shows good
cause why the court should not grant
the authority.
A hearing on the petition will be
held in this court as follows:
Date:  January 7, 2022
Time:  8:30 a.m.
Dept.  9
Address of court:
Superior Court of California, 
County of Imperial
939 West Main Street 
El Centro, CA  92243
If you object to the granting of the
petition, you should appear at the
hearing and state your objections or
file written objections with the court
before the hearing. Your appearance
may be in person or by your attorney.
If you are a creditor or a contin-
gent creditor of the decedent, you
must file your claim with the court
and mail a copy to the personal rep-
resentative appointed by the court
within the later of either (1) four
months from the date of first
issuance of letters to a general per-
sonal representative, as defined in
section 58(b) of the California
Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from
the date of mailing or personal deliv-
ery to you of a notice under section
9052 of the California Probate Code.
Other California statutes and legal
authority may affect your rights as

a creditor. You may want to consult
with an attorney knowledgeable in
California law.
You may examine the file kept by
the court. If you are a person inter-
ested in the estate, you may file with
the court a Request for Special Notice
(form DE-154) of the filing of an
inventory and appraisal of estate
assets or of any petition or account as
provided in Probate Code section
1250. A Request for Special Notice
form is available from the court
clerk.
Attorney for petitioner:
Charlotte A. Flanigan
Pinney, Caldwell & Pace
444 South Eighth Street, Suite A
El Centro, CA 92243
(760) 352-7800
Electronically Filed
Superior Court
County of Imperial
12/13/2021 at 02:35:00 PM
By: Irma De La Rosa, Deputy Clerk
Legal 6703 
Publish: Dec. 16, 23, 30, 2021

PUBLIC NOTICE

Run your legal 
notice in the 

Holtville Tribune
Call 

(760) 339-4899

PUBLIC NOTICE

Imperial County Board Bids CEO Rouhotas Farewell
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BY MURRAY ANDERSON
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

SAN DIEGO — Alan Jimenez thought his 
running days might be over when he gradu-
ated from Holtville High School in June.

The graduating senior had set school and 
Imperial Valley League records in cross 
country and dominated in the track and 
field distance events. But with no full-ride 
scholarship offers to four-year colleges, he 
wasn’t sure he was going to get a chance to 
run at the next level.

“I had some partial scholarship offers but 
I didn’t want to be a financial burden to my 
parents,” said the 18-year-old Jimenez. “I’m 
not the type of person to ask my parents for 
money. I wanted to be financially indepen-
dent.”

In June, toward the end of his track sea-
son, Jimenez spoke to San Diego Mesa 
Community College cross country coach 
Sean Ricketts and it seemed like a perfect 

fit. He could attend school, get some finan-
cial aid, and a part-time job and run for the 
Olympians.

In September, Jimenez packed up and 
headed up the hill to run for San Diego 
Mesa.

“I really wanted to come here. It’s a very 
good school academically and athletically,” 
Jimenez said. “This team is so competitive 
and the training is different than what I was 
used to. It’s helped me a lot.”

The training has helped Jimenez so much 
he finished sixth at the Pacific Coast Athlet-
ic Conference championships in late Octo-
ber, earning himself All-PCAC honors.

The San Diego Mesa program is a power 
in the cross country scene, regularly com-
peting against four-year schools and often 
beating NCAA Division I squads at large 
invitationals.

The Olympians competed in the High-
lander Invitational in Riverside in October, 
hosted by the University of California, Riv-
erside, and finished eighth. The finish was 
ahead of teams like New Mexico State, UC 
Irvine, Dixie State from Utah and the host 
school UC Riverside.

“The program is so good at this school, I 
know it’s preparing me to run for a four-year 
school,” Jimenez said. “There are a lot of Di-
vision I coaches at these bigger invitationals 
we go to so there is opportunity to be seen.”

After winning the PCAC championship, 
San Diego Mesa went on to win the South-
ern California Championships in Fountain 
Valley and then won the state championship 
in Fresno on Nov. 20.

Jimenez finished 14th in the SoCal race 
and earned All-Region honors but didn’t 
compete at the state championships. He 
missed the first two meets of the season 
while he got settled in at his new school and 
failed to earn enough team points to be in 
the top-seven runners eligible to compete at 
the state championships.

He had to settle with being an alternate at 
the state meet.

“It was a bitter-sweet experience. I had 

just run my fastest race of the season at 
the regionals and was an alternate at state,” 
Jimenez said. “But I respect the coach and 
his training. It teaches discipline and that’s 
what you have to have to be successful in 
this sport.”

His fastest time in the 4-mile run was 20 
minutes, 22 seconds. It’s a bit longer that the 
3.1-mile runs he was dominating in high 
school.

Coming up in February, Jimenez will be-
gin running with the San Diego Mesa track 
and field team. He said he expects to com-
pete in the 800-meter and 1,500-meter rac-
es.

“I love being at this school. It’s a whole 
new experience for me,” Jimenez said.

Former Holtville High School student-athlete Alan Jimenez (middle) competes for San Diego Mesa Community College during a cross country meet this season. 
Jimenez is a freshman at San Diego Mesa and earned All-Pacific Coast Athletic Conference recognition for his efforts. | JIMENEZ FAMILY COURTESY PHOTOS

Jimenez Running 
at the Next Level

Former Holtville High School student-athlete Alan 
Jimenez (right) is now part of the cross country and 
track teams at San Diego Mesa Community College. 

Alan Jimenez (left) runs for San Diego Mesa Com-
munity College at the Pacific Coast Athletic Con-
ference championships in November. Jimenez, a 
former Holtville High student-athlete, will also be 
competing for the San Diego Mesa track team be-
ginning in February. 

COLLEGE

BY MURRAY ANDERSON
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — The last name 
that was consistently an athletic force 
for Holtville during the 1980s and 
’90s was Ibarra. For close to 20 years 
at least, one of 10 siblings was at 
Holtville High School helping guide 
the Vikings in either a boys or girls 
sport.

During those two decades, many 
friendships were formed and the 
name became synonymous with 
Holtville. Now, when one of them is 
in need, it’s no surprise the commu-
nity is rallying around to help.

Martha (Ibarra) Soto was diag-
nosed with Stage 4 lung cancer in 
late November. She has worked for 
the Holtville Unified School District 
for 21 years and currently serves as 
the office manager at Holtville High 
School.

She is the oldest of the six female 
siblings, graduating from Holtville 
High in 1987 and staring on the vol-
leyball and basketball courts as well 
as the softball field.

A benefit cornhole tournament is 
scheduled for 10:30 a.m. on Jan. 15 to 
help Martha and her husband Cosme 
pay for the medical expenses. The 
cost is $25 per player and all entry fee 
money will go to the family.

Also at the event will be a draw-
ing for prizes, a long-toss competi-
tion and awards will be given to the 
top two teams. Food and drink will 
be available, including pulled pork 
sandwiches and tacos. The event will 
take place at 1745 Haven Road, lo-
cated just south of Holtville. Those 
interested can contact Tony Ibarra at 
760-222-5626.

Those who can’t make it to the 
event but still wish to help can do-
nate to Martha’s GoFundMe page or-
ganized by her daughter.

Martha Ibarra tosses some bags during 
practice in her back yard. She was recent-
ly diagnosed with Stage 4 lung cancer 
and a fundraising cornhole tournament is 
planned for Jan. 15 to help with medical 
expenses. 

Holtville’s Martha Soto has been playing 
and excelling at cornhole for several years 
and now a benefit cornhole tournament is 
planned for Jan. 15 to help her pay for med-
ical expenses associated with her Stage 4 
lung cancer diagnosis. | SOTO FAMILY COUR-
TESY PHOTOS

Cornhole 
Event to 
Benefit 

School Office 
Manager
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Let's Talk About It!

WELLNESS RADIO
Tune In and Listen:

• 1230 AM, Sundays at 7 a.m.
• Stream on Demand at KXORadio.com

With Hosts Scott Dudley 
& Maria Wyatt

Do you have something you'd like 
to ask Scott and Maria? 
Send your question to 

wellnessradio@co.imperial.ca.us

www.co.imperial.ca.us/behavioralhealth
(422) 265-1525

¡Exprésate!

WELLNESS RADIO
¡Escuche!

• 1230 AM
• Transmitir a pedido en KXORadio.com

Con Anfitriona 
Dalia Pesqueira 

Si le gustaria tener respuesta a su 
pregunta en el programa, envie un 

correo electronico a 
programaexpresate@yahoo.com

www.co.imperial.ca.us/behavioralhealth
(422) 265-1525

WEEK OF JANUARY 3

Healthy Youth Relationships 
During a Pandemic

Andrea Platero, APCC Associate Professional  
Clinical Counselor  Mental Health Counselor Youth 

and Young Adults El Centro
(ORIGINALLY AIRED ON FEBRUARY 2021)

Adolescence contains a number of life challenges, 
possibly including the beginnings of romantic 

relationships, career choices, and adult independence 
steps and stages. Join therapist Andrea Platero, as we 
focus on the modern context of young love, including 

social media and the impact of the pandemic. 
We consider common concerns and share helpful 
strategies in supporting youth through their first 

romantic relationships.

SEMANA DEL 3 DE ENERO

Relaciones Saludables Entre los 
Jóvenes Durante una Pandemia
Maria Arredondo Coronel, AMFT Terapeuta Asociada 

Registrada para Terapia Matrimonial y Familiar 
Consejera de Salud Mental Servicios para Jóvenes y 

Adultos Jóvenes El Centro
(ORIGINALMENTE TRANSMITIDO EN FEBRERO 2021)

La adolescencia contiene una serie de desafíos en la vida, que 
posiblemente incluyan el comienzo de las relaciones románticas, 
las elecciones de carrera y los pasos y etapas de independencia 
de los adultos. Únase a la terapeuta Maria Arredondo Coronel, 

mientras nos enfocamos en el contexto moderno del amor joven, 
incluidas las redes sociales y los impactos de la pandemia.  

Consideramos preocupaciones comunes y compartimos 
estrategias útiles para apoyar a los jóvenes en sus primeras 

relaciones románticas.

The Imperial County Local Health Authority has 
been an awarded an ACEs Aware Provider 

Engagement grant to bring awareness to adverse 
childhood experiences (ACEs) in our community.

We are hosting 4 virtual sessions covering ACEs 101 
with an opportunity for a $200 stipend upon 

attending one session, proof of completion of the 
ACEs CORE Training and public listing on the 

Clinician Directory.
NO COST TO ATTEND. 

These sessions are recommended for Medi-Cal 
eligible providers, front office staff, office 

managers, billers and clinicians. Visit our website
for a full list of eligible providers. 

Register to any ACEs 101 
session and take your first 
step in becoming an 
ACEs Aware Provider!

First Session 
August 26 1:00 PM

VIRTUAL SESSIONS

August 26, 1:00PM
September 16, 1:00PM 
October 14, 1:00PM
October 28, 1:00PM 

$200 Stipend Opportunity

NO COST TO ATTEND 

Questions? 
VanessaRyckman@co.imperial.ca.us

Scan the QR code or visit 
www.localhealthauthority.org 

was the father of all three chil-
dren or solely the youngest, but 
a memorial page for Cervantes 
stated all three children were his.

Though the Brawley Police 
Department has not released any 
new information about the fatal 
incident, its initial press release 
on Monday, Dec. 27 stated that 
the home’s occupants had been 
arguing prior to the shooting.

Around 11:40 p.m. Christmas 
Eve, the press release states offi-
cers were called to a residence in 
the 700 block of Adler Street after 
reports of shots being fired.

“When officers arrived on 
scene, they learned that a man and 
a woman had been arguing inside 
a bedroom when two gunshots 
were heard,” according to police. 
“Officers entered the residence 
and located two individuals, one 
male adult, and one female adult, 

who had both sustained apparent 
gunshot wounds.”

Although no one official sourc-
es have directly stated who did 
the shooting, it’s implied that 
Cervantes was the shooter, not 
just from things written on social 
media postings and statements 
from Solano’s family, but also on 
a fundraising site set up to pay 
for Cervantes’ funeral costs by 
his uncle.

“No one really know(s) what 
the real reason why he did this. 
So please keep your opinions to 
yourself. This is a really sad trag-
edy,” stated Armando Cervant-
es, who was the organizer of the 
page.

On Monday, Solano’s family is-
sued a brief statement attributed 
to her oldest cousin, Carlos Gon-
zalez, also the organizer of her 
fundraising page.

“We would just like for Marie 
to be remembered for who she 
was, a happy, outgoing, loving 

SOLANO
From page 1
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Former Holtville High School student-athlete Alan Jimenez (middle) competes for San Diego Mesa Community College during a cross country meet this season. 
Jimenez is a freshman at San Diego Mesa and earned All-Pacific Coast Athletic Conference recognition for his efforts. | JIMENEZ FAMILY COURTESY PHOTOS
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Call (760) 482-7311 or (760) 222-8799Call (760) 482-7311 or (760) 222-8799

BY MARCIE LANDEROS
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

EL CENTRO — Although the 
omicron variant tearing through 
much of the United States has yet 
to appear officially in Imperial 
County, according to the coun-
ty’s weekly variant report, this re-
gion remains near the top of state 
rankings with 67 cases of COVID 
(third of all counties) per 100,000 
residents over a seven-day aver-
age.

This comes as the United States 
hit a record of active cases on 
Wednesday, Dec. 29, with 265,427 
cases over a seven-day average, 

according to the U.S. Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention. 
The previous national high came 
Jan. 11 with about 252,000 daily 
cases.

The Imperial County Public 
Health Department did not con-
duct a weekly COVID update at 
the county Board of Supervisors 
meeting on Tuesday, Dec. 28, 
but local numbers on the Public 
Health website on Wednesday 
showed Imperial County with 
729 active infections (an increase 
of 69 from last week), deaths up 
to 798 and 36.2 new cases per 
100,000 residents over a 14-day 
average and a positivity rate of 

16.2 percent, up from 13.6 per-
cent last week.

On Monday, Dec. 27, El Cen-
tro Regional Medical Center 
streamed one of its reoccurring 
Facebook Live updates with Dr. 
Adolphe Edward, chief executive 
officer, and Dr. Christian To-
maszewski, chief medical officer, 
in which they talked about treat-
ments and other things.

Edward shared a story of a fam-
ily who was treated by Tomasze-
wski and his medical team after 
visiting the emergency room the 
night before, highlighting the 
need for caution during the hol-
idays.

“The story is one family, with 
over 10 members of the fami-
ly (who) went to an amusement 
park. All of them came down 
with COVID. Three of them were 
in the emergency room last night 
getting the monoclonal (antibod-
ies),” Edward said.

On the heels of a discussion of 
treatment protocols for COVID 
at last week’s county board meet-
ing, Edward and Tomaszewski 
spoke of their treatment protocols 
during the update, sharing that 
they were in possession of the 
newest monoclonal antibodies to 
combat the new omicron variant, 
but were reserving them for when 

they had verification that the 
omicron variant has hit Imperial 
County.

The presence of omicron, like 
delta before it, can only be detect-
ed through genomic sequencing 
that occurs on samples sent to 
public health labs outside Impe-
rial County. The sequencing does 
longer than determining whether 
a sample is negative or positive for 
COVID.

Edward and Tomaszewski 
also established very clearly that 
neither of them, nor the staff at 
ECRMC, would be using any of 

ECRMC Talks Treatments, Kelley Accused of Threats
COVID

See COVID, PAGE 7
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He was hired as CEO on Dec. 
30, 2017, after serving as fire 
chief and coordinator of the Of-
fice of Emergency Services for 
nine years. He joined the coun-
ty for the first time in 1992 as a 
reserve firefighter, where worked 
up through the ranks as a fire-
fighter/paramedic, fire captain, 
deputy fire chief/training officer, 
and assistant fire chief.

Aside from dealing with the 
pandemic, some of Rouhotas’ 

highlights was how he helped to 
guide Imperial County through 
the process of rebuilding the 
Imperial County network sys-
tems after a ransomware attack 
in April 2019 all but crippled the 
county, at least taking parts of the 
system offline for several weeks. 
Hackers attempted to exhort $1.2 
million in bitcoin from the coun-
ty, but rather than acquiesce, the 
Board of Supervisors fought back 
and rebuilt the network.

He was an Imperial County na-
tive who graduated from Brawley 
Union High School.

CEO
From page 1

the unproven treatments, most 
notably ivermectin and hydroxy-
chloroquine, which were touted 
on Dec. 21 during a presentation 
by Drs. George Fareed and Brian 
Tyson.

“Maybe the ivermectin doesn’t 
hurt you especially (if) you take 
in low dose, but in high doses it 
can give you abdominal pain, 
nausea, and vomiting. That is a 
de-worming agent for horses. 
It’s also a drug that we use for 
scabies. It does not consistently 
work for COVID,” Tomaszews-
ki in the livestream. “But if you 
want to take it, knock yourself 
out. We are not going to use in 
the hospital.

“The other thing we’ve gotten 
questions about (is) hydroxy-
chloroquine. We’ve had one per-
son have a cardiac arrest, prob-
ably from hydroxychloroquine,” 
Tomaszewski said. “It is a cardiac 
toxin and is definitely not been 
proven to help with COVID and 
in fact may increase your chances 
of death from COVID.”

Meanwhile, at the county board 
meeting on Tuesday, although no 
COVID update came, lingering 
COVID-related concerns from 
last week’s meeting arose over a 
confrontation that occurred in 
hallway.

Brawley resident George Doi-
lez Jr., who has spoken at the past 
few meetings about concerns over 
mask and vaccine mandates, re-

turned again to speak during pub-
lic comment, this time accusing 
District 4 Supervisor Ryan Kelley 
of threatening him while Kelley 
de-escalated a situation between 
Doilez, Imperial resident Jarrad 
Reeves, and Imperial County 
sheriff ’s deputies before the Dec. 
21 meeting.

“He said, pointing at me, while 
being recorded, when he said, ‘You 
and I will have words later.’ I’ve left 
two emails now, calls go to voice-
mail, and he has not replied, right. 
I’m asking you guys to get to the 
bottom of that, because it sounds 
kind of threaten(ing) to myself 
and to the rest of the people that 
have recorded that … he made it 
very clear to me that no matter 
what, I’ll be wearing a mask today, 
threatening again,” Doilez said.

Kelley responded by trying to 
give Doilez his direct cell phone 
number, but Doilez interrupted 
him, shouting “use the email,” re-
peatedly, before leaving the meet-
ing.

During a recess in the meeting, 
Kelley responded to Doilez’s ac-
cusations, saying very clearly that 
he had not threatened or pointed 
during the de-escalation episode, 
and expressing frustration over 
Doilez’s unwillingness to talk to 
him.

“You saw what happened, I tried 
to give him my cell phone number, 
but he didn’t actually want it, so 
what can I do?” said Kelley, add-
ing that he had not received any 
emails from Doilez prior to the 
meeting.

COVID
From page 6
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Switch your Direct Deposit today
to a FICU Loyalty Checking account

Enter to a win 4 tickets
to Universal Studios Hollywood!1

GO     IRECT
and get paid A DAY EARLY*

No appointment necessary,
open your account today

at any FICU Branch!
*Early deposit of funds is not guaranteed and is dependent on the processing times of your employer and/or government agency. Loyalty Checking account is a free 
checking account when you set up direct deposit and sign up for eStatements. If no direct deposit is deposited within 60 days, account will automatically convert to 
Regular Checking Account terms and conditions. No FICU surcharge will be incurred at FICU or Co-Op ATMs. Merchant fees may apply on Point-of-Sale transactions as 
well as out-of-network fees from the ATM owner and FICU. For account details and fees, see Truth-in-Savings disclosure and Schedule of Fees.  1 NO ACCOUNT, PURCHASE 
OR OBLIGATION IS NECESSARY TO ENTER OR WIN. Giveaway begins 9:00 AM PT 10/1/21 & ends 05:00 PM PT 11/30/21. Open to 50 US/DC, at least 18 years old or the age of 
majority in jurisdiction of residence. Void where prohibited. See Official Rules at http://www.ficu.com/resources/forms-&-helpful-links/ for entry instructions, odds, prize description & 
restrictions. Universal Studios Hollywood and its parent company/subsidiaries are not involved in any way in this giveaway. FICU is solely responsible for providing the prize(s) listed 
above. FICU has the right terminate or modify this promotion without prior notice.    

ficu.com | 760-352-1540

No
Monthly

Fee

No
Minimum
Balance

Higher
Overdraft

Limits

Early
Direct

Deposit*

Now through November

Imperial Valley College   •   380 E. Aten Road • Imperial, CA 92251   •   (760) 352-8320   •   www.imperial.edu 

 ATTEND IVC FOR 

FREE!

Free Tuition and up to $800 for  
books for all new and returning  
students attending IVC’s Winter  
and Spring 2022 Semesters!  For more information scan this QR  

 code or visit www.imperial.edu/FREE

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
David Lee Smedley
CASE NUMBER:   EPR001100  
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors,
contingent creditors, and persons
who may otherwise be interested in
the will or estate, or both, of: David
Lee Smedley
A Petition for Probate has been filed
by: Donald G. Smedley in the
Superior Court of California, County
of:  IMPERIAL
The Petition for Probate requests that
Donald G. Smedley be appointed as
personal representative to administer
the estate of the decedent.
The petition requests authority to
administer the estate under the
Independent Administration of
Estates Act. (This authority will
allow the personal representative to
take many actions without obtaining
court approval. Before taking certain
very important actions, however, the
personal representative will be
required to give notice to interested
persons unless they have waived
notice or consented to the proposed
action.) The independent administra-
tion authority will be granted unless

an interested person files an objec-
tion to the petition and shows good
cause why the court should not grant
the authority.
A hearing on the petition will be
held in this court as follows:
Date:  February 4, 2022
Time:  8:30 a.m.
Dept.  9
Address of court:
Superior Court of California, 
County of Imperial
939 West Main Street 
El Centro, CA  92243
If you object to the granting of the
petition, you should appear at the
hearing and state your objections or
file written objections with the court
before the hearing. Your appearance
may be in person or by your attorney.
If you are a creditor or a contin-
gent creditor of the decedent, you
must file your claim with the court
and mail a copy to the personal rep-
resentative appointed by the court
within the later of either (1) four
months from the date of first
issuance of letters to a general per-
sonal representative, as defined in
section 58(b) of the California
Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from

the date of mailing or personal deliv-
ery to you of a notice under section
9052 of the California Probate Code.
Other California statutes and legal
authority may affect your rights as
a creditor. You may want to consult
with an attorney knowledgeable in
California law.
You may examine the file kept by
the court. If you are a person inter-
ested in the estate, you may file with
the court a Request for Special
Notice (form DE-154) of the filing of
an inventory and appraisal of estate
assets or of any petition or account as
provided in Probate Code section
1250. A Request for Special Notice
form is available from the court
clerk.
Petitioner:
Craig P. Keup, Esq.
9740 Cuyamaca Street, Suite M
Santee, CA 92071
619-569-1835
Filed: Dec. 2, 2021
Superior Court
County of Imperial
Clerk of the Court
By: Irma De La Rosa, Deputy
Legal 6704
Publish: Dec. 16, 23, 30, 2021
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