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OUTDOORS

Painted Gorge’s 
Colorful Backdrop 
Marks Season’s 

First Trek
BY KATHERINE RAMOS

HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

OCOTILLO — The riot of colors 
making up the sedimentary, metamor-
phic, and igneous rock walls of Painted 
Gorge range from red, yellow, greenish 
gray and purple, setting it apart from the 
mountains surrounding it. 

The walls of the gorge box every-
thing and everyone in, and the weekend 
weather made the atmosphere and ter-

rain seem that much cooler. If one were 
to explore past a nearby open area called 
“the amphitheater,” more paths farther 
into the mountains lead to Fossil Can-
yon and Shell Canyon.

That’s where the Imperial Valley Low-

landers’ first hike of the spring season 
ended on Sunday, Jan. 9, with some 59 
adventurers setting out on foot to ex-
plore.

Interim Imperial Valley Desert Muse-
um Director Kristian O’Lear said these 
hikes open people’s eyes to the wonders 
of the desert.

“It is about showing what a beautiful, 
diverse geological location we live in 
and that there is more to do than may-
be people would suspect in the Imperial 
Valley,” O’Lear said.

The morning hike in and out of Paint-
ed Gorge in the Coyote Mountain wil-
derness just outside of Ocotillo kicked 
off what will likely be the first full hiking 
season for the IV Lowlanders since early 
2020.

Lowlanders Get High 
Off Desert Hike

Members of the Imperial Valley Lowlanders hiking group venture into the canyons around Painted Gorge outside Ocotillo during the group’s first 
hike of its spring season on Sunday, Jan. 9. | KATHERINE RAMOS PHOTOS

Hikers with the Imperial Valley Lowlanders are 
welcome to bring along their pets, as one man 
did as the group ventured to Painted Gorge on 
Sunday, Jan. 9. 

COVID-19

See HIKE, PAGE 2

BY MARCIE LANDEROS 
AND RICHARD 
MONTENEGRO BROWN
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

EL CENTRO — Across the na-
tion the demand for COVID test-
ing during a surge fueled by holiday 
gatherings, travel and the highly 
contagious omicron variant have 
seen sites in the Imperial Valley in-
undated with patients looking to be 
tested.

On Tuesday, Jan. 11, the Imperial 
County Public Health Department 
reported a testing positivity rate of 
26.5 percent, a statistic that jumps to 
more than 32 percent when the state 
prison inmates in the county are fac-
tored in.

Locals Inundate 
Testing Sites
Testing Positivity Shot Up 
to 26.5 Percent on Jan. 10

Medical personnel tested people for 
COVID at Vo Neighborhood Medical Clin-
ic’s new mass COVID testing site outside 
Strikezone in El Centro on Monday, Jan. 
10. | MARCIE LANDEROS PHOTO

See TESTING, PAGE 2

BY KATHERINE RAMOS
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

WINTERHAVEN — Be-
tween the five Rotary Clubs 
in the Imperial Valley, there 
are roughly 120 members and 
a total of 425 years of service 
intent on bettering their com-
munities and the world.

On Saturday, Jan. 8, Imperi-
al Valley Rotary International 
kicked off a weekend of cele-
brations to commemorate the 
centennial of its Imperial Val-

ley clubs, a celebration meant 
to highlight their good works 
that featured Rotary Interna-
tional President Shekhar Me-
hta of Calcutta, India.

“It’s human instinct, peo-
ple want to help others,” Me-
hta said Saturday morning. 
“There is no point in fighting 
each other, so let’s work to-
gether to fight this common 
enemy. People come togeth-
er to do some good in this 
world.”

COMMUNITY

Rotary Clubs Celebrate Century of Service
International President Shekhar Mehta 
of India Highlights Event Held at the Q

Rotary Clubs of the Imperial Valley gathered at the Q casino and resort in Winter-
haven this weekend for the centennial celebration of four clubs, El Centro, Calexico, 
Brawley, and Holtville. Imperial’s club will be celebrating 25 years. | KATHERINE RA-
MOS PHOTOSee ROTARY, PAGE 3

VIDEO ONLINE AT
holtvilletribune.com

BY RICHARD 
MONTENEGRO BROWN
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

SAN DIEGO — A Brawley man 
and convicted bank robber ac-
cused of making off with more than 
$20,000 from the Sun Communi-
ty Federal Credit Union branch in 
Holtville on Jan. 3 still has not been 
charged with the crime, even as he 
moves through the federal courts on 
a similar crime he is alleged to have 
committed just one day later.

On Tuesday, Jan. 11, 36-year-old 
Asim Shakir Daniels went before 

UPDATE

Still No 
Charges for 
Brawley Man 
Tied to Holtville 
Bank Robbery
Asim Shakir Daniels 
Only Faces Charges 
for La Mesa Crime

See ROBBERY, PAGE 2
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federal Magistrate Judge Michael 
S. Berg on a detention hearing for 
charges he faces in the Jan. 4 rob-
bery of a Bank of the West branch 
in La Mesa. That hearing was 
continued until Jan. 18, the same 

day Daniels is scheduled to have 
a preliminary hearing. He was ar-
rested for the La Mesa crime on 
Jan. 4 not far from the bank and 
later arraigned in U.S. District 
Court in San Diego on Jan. 5.

Daniels was tied to the Holtville 
crime by FBI Agent Jesse Chap-
pell in a probable cause statement 
included in the federal complaint 
charging the Brawley man with 
the San Diego County robbery 
filed with the courts on Jan. 5.

Yet since then, there has been 
little public movement on the 
effort to charge Daniels with the 
Sun Community robbery and a 
spokesperson with U.S. Attorney’s 
Office has provided no insight 
into what is happening.

Meanwhile, outside the Sun 
Community branch in Holtville 
on Wednesday, Jan. 12, at least 
one credit union member would 
like to know what’s going on.

“I don’t understand why they 
haven’t pressed charges against 
the guy who robbed this place. 
He’s been arrested for a differ-
ent bank robbery, and they have 
him on film. Don’t we deserve 
justice too?” said Holtville resi-
dent Manuel Garcia as he walked 
to his car after leaving the credit 
union. 

Daniels has been convicted of 

bank robbery in federal court 
before, pleading guilty in United 
States District Court Southern 
District of California on Nov. 1, 
2012, to bank robbery, assault 
with a dangerous weapon while 
committing that act, and bran-
dishing firearm. It appears Dan-
iels was sentenced to more than 
11 years in prison with several 
years of supervised release, ac-
cording to documents.

The only correspondence this 
newspaper has had concerning 
Daniels’ involvement with the 
Holtville crime came back on 
Jan. 5, when the local FBI was 
asked about Daniels’ connection 
to the Sun Community heist. 

“Mr. Daniels’ potential in-
volvement in any other crimes 
is part of our ongoing investiga-
tion,” according to a statement 
from the FBI’s San Diego office 
sent to this newspaper Wednes-
day evening. “At this time, no one 
has been charged with Monday’s 
robbery in Holtville.”

Still, the Jan. 5 complaint 
speaks for silence.

“Based on this individual’s 
appearance, clothing, and meth-
od of operation, I believe the 
bank robber at Sun Community 
Federal Credit Union (in Holt-
ville) to be Daniels,” according 
to Agent Chappell in a probable 
cause statement.

The Holtville robbery, which 
was known to have occurred 
around 11 a.m. Jan. 3, saw Daniels 
allegedly walk into Sun Commu-
nity and tell a teller he was “rob-
bing the place,” Chappell states, 
as Daniels reportedly pointed to 
the vault and told the employee 
to “give me that.” Unable to open 
the vault, tellers cleaned out the 
money from their drawers and 
Daniels allegedly left (on foot) 
with $20,545.

On Jan. 4, Daniels was arrested 
by La Mesa police officers shortly 
after a brief foot pursuit follow-
ing the heist there, according to 

a press release from the La Mesa 
Police Department.

Daniels allegedly pretended 
to have a concealed gun while 
demanding money from several 
tellers at the Bank of the West’s 
La Mesa branch about 10 a.m., 
according to La Mesa police.

It wasn’t stated anywhere 
whether Daniels claimed to have 
a firearm in the Sun Community 
heist. 

Sun Community officials an-
nounced the robbery and a short 
branch closure on the credit 
union’s Facebook page not long 
after the crime was committed: 
“Thankfully, no one was phys-
ically harmed during this inci-
dent. The police and FBI have 
been notified and the proper 
steps are being taken.”

Daniels was being held in San 
Diego jail on $100,000 bail. It ap-
pears that ma have been changed 
to a no-bail hold for fear of him 
being a flight risk, according 
to  notations in the federal doc-
uments put online after the ar-
raignment on Jan. 6.

A jail photo of Daniels has not 
been available. A spokesperson 
for the San Diego County Sheriff ’s 
Office where he was being held 
said it is standard procedure not 
to release mug shots to the media.

No. 1 Priority of City, 
Mayor Pacheco is Pear 
Canal Undergrounding

BY MARCIE LANDEROS
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

HOLTVILLE — A five-year 
plan for capital transportation 
projects was approved by the 
Holtville City Council this week, 
thereby allowing the city to begin 
applying for funding for transpor-
tation projects through the Impe-
rial County Transportation Com-
mission. 

“(ICTC) gets nervous if we ha-
ven't adopted a new plan every 
couple of years, so we just up-
dated our previous plan, and you 
know, I put projects on there for 
them to specifically fund, and we 

always, on that five-year plan, 
have a catch-all that says various 
streets around town, so it kind of 
leaves the door open for us to do 
anything we need to do,” Holtville 
City Manager Nick Wells in an in-
terview on Tuesday, Jan. 11.

The City Council approved the 
plan during its first meeting of the 
year on Monday, Jan. 10. 

The county Transportation 
Commission is a local governing 
agency that provides leadership in 
transportation projects and pro-
grams, including holding the re-
sponsibility of allocating state and 
federal funds to cities for projects, 
sometimes on a competitive basis.

Wells said he was confident the 
projects the city would be apply-
ing for would be funded, despite 
the competitive nature of the 

funding, citing that in previous 
funding cycles, ICTC has allot-
ted certain amount of funding for 
each city. 

“There is an application process 
and everything, but they usually 
set money aside for each of the cit-
ies, so as long as the projects meet 
the criteria … they generally get 
funded,” Wells said. 

The priority for funding for the 
city will come in the form of two 
projects, the covering of the Pear 
Canal on Ninth Street between 
Olive Avenue and Melon Road, 
and then the widening of Ninth 
Street after the canal has been en-
closed. 

“Our No. 1 priority is that the 
last section of the Pear Canal. 
That's an open ditch in the city 
limits, and its over on Ninth Street, 

between Olive (Avenue) and Mel-
on (Road). And so, we've made a 
deal with the (Imperial Irrigation 
District) to underground the ca-
nal, so we're going to then come 
behind that project hopefully and 
put sidewalk curb and gutter and 
widen the street,” Wells said. 

The choice to focus on the en-
closing of the canal came as no 
surprise to those who know the 
city’s new mayor, Michael Pache-
co, who promised to make the 
covering of the canal his focus 
during his time as mayor, citing 
safety concerns, in an interview 
on Dec. 13. 

For Pacheco, who also serves as 
the Imperial Irrigation District’s 
Water Department’s manager, it 
was an issue within his communi-
ty that he was painfully aware of 

and had the ability to help fix.
Pacheco expressed his excite-

ment at being able to start the 
process during an interview on 
Jan. 11. 

“Safety is our top priority at the 
city, so it is good to see this project 
get started since it will make the 
city safer for our residents and vis-
itors,” Pacheco said. “We are really 
excited about getting it enclosed.” 

There is no clear fiscal impact 
for the city, since it is so early in 
the application process, but ICTC 
will require an 11.47 percent 
match from the city for any funds 
provided to the city for transpor-
tation projects. The application 
for the project is due Feb. 25, and 
after that, all the city can do is wait 
to hear whether their project is 
among those chosen to be funded. 

Mehta said he is proud to see 
the amount of people who are 
a part of Rotary and how it has 
grown. Rotary is well known for 
its global efforts to eradicate polio, 
something of which Mehta said he 
is particularly proud.

Imperial Valley Rotary Club 
members met at the Q Casino in 
Winterhaven over the weekend, 
with a large dinner planned for 
Saturday evening where Mehta 
was to be the keynote speaker.

Calexico, Holtville, El Centro, 
and Brawley are each celebrating 
their centennials. Rotary got start-
ed in the Imperial Valley in 1921, 
with each of the four clubs start-
ing within a few years of each oth-
er. The fifth club, Imperial’s Impe-
rial Valley Breakfast Rotary, will 
be celebrating its 25th anniversary 
this year.

The Rotary clubs of Imperi-
al Valley have done much to get 
projects off the ground in the 
community. Most donate funds 
to scholarships, local programs 
and organizations, and youth pro-
grams.

All five clubs are currently in-
volved in putting together a grant 
program for migrant students in 
the Valley that will focus on help-
ing students with math and read-
ing skills. The pilot project will be 
able to provide case management 
for migrant students to prepare 
them for college prep classes in 
high school.

The project is being put into 
place right now, said Calexico 
Rotary member Hortencia Ar-
mendariz, who is Rotary District 
5340’s assistant governor for Area 
12 (Imperial Valley), and in a 
month in a half recruitment for 
students in fifth through seventh 
grades will start. The program will 
serve 75 students at the begin-
ning, with a goal of serving 750 
students.

HOW EACH  
CLUB HELPS

Holtville Rotary Club helps 
schools like Meadows Elementary, 
a rural school between El Centro 
and Holtville, with funding field 
trips, such as its annual science 
trip to Catalina Island. President 
Ross Daniels said the Holtville 
club has also helped paint the 
Holtville library and helped work 
on the city pool. He added that 
the club will be hosting its annual 
pulled pork cook-off on Feb. 5.

“It’s something I grew up with. 
I’ve always given back to my com-

The Lowlanders started in 
2019 as a pilot program with 
the Desert Museum to bring 
more activities to the Valley 
and show people the hid-
den gems and pathways not 
many know about. The group 
paused in 2020 along with all 
other group activities due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic. But 
in fall 2021, hiking made a 
comeback.

Painted Gorge is one of the 
many gems of the Imperial 
Valley desert. A 25-minute, 
bumpy ride off Interstate 8 
brought the 59 hikers to the 
area, a number that interim 
Director O’Lear said is the 
largest group she has seen yet 
with the Lowlanders. 

Those with the energy to 
go beyond the ending point 
of the Lowlanders’ Jan. 9 trek 
and farther into the gorge 
would find that the path leads 
about 10 more miles up the 
mountains to the top of Car-
rizo Mountain.

Sunday’s hike was not one 
such hike, though. The IV 
Lowlanders take people on 
shorter hikes that are enjoy-
able and not too strenuous. 
People were able to talk as they 
walked without being too out 
of breath, even bringing along 
their dogs if they wanted.

Holtville City Council 
member Richard Layton was 
along for the hike Sunday. 
He has been an avid hiker in 
the Imperial Valley and has 
taken part in the Lowlanders 

hikes before. The Painted 
Gorge is one hike he has never 
done, and Layton said he was 
pleased to see the area and 
loved the colors of the rocks 
around him.

“Our Valley has a lot of jew-
els and it’s all in our backyard; 
I just love exploring new plac-
es,” Layton said.

“We did almost all of them 
last season except for the last 
one,” Amanda Cochran of 
Imperial said. “There are a lot 
of places around us that we’re 
unaware of that are just so 
interesting, with history and 
rich with mythology. That’s 
what I really appreciated 
about these hikes.”

Those who are looking for 
a desert challenge are encour-
aged to contact the Jacumba 
Hikers.

Veronica Mabor of Braw-
ley and Ursula Camacho of 
El Centro said they have been 
on hikes with the Lowlanders 
before and hope to be able to 
get better in the future for the 
Jacumba Hiker days. 

“Just getting to know the 
area, getting to know the scen-
ery that we have throughout 
the county and the history,” 
Mabor said. “I’m really glad 
they are doing this.”

“There’s no way we would 
have done that alone,” Cama-
cho said about the hike.

The next hike for IV Low-
landers will be on Jan. 23 to 
the De Anza Overlook and the 
Yuha Geoglyph. All informa-
tion, rules, and requirements 
are posted on the Lowlanders’ 
social media pages on Face-
book and Instagram.

LOCAL NEWS
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A man federal agents believe is Asim Sha-
kir Daniels, 36, of Brawley robs a Bank of 
the West branch in La Mesa on Tuesday, 
Jan. 4. | FBI PHOTO

Hikes organized by the Imperial Valley Lowlanders, like the one into Painted Gorge on Sun-
day, Jan. 9, are meant for more novice hikers or those looking to explore the desert in a 
not-too-strenuous manner. | KATHERINE RAMOS PHOTO
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Mehta said he is proud to see 
the amount of people who are 
a part of Rotary and how it has 
grown. Rotary is well known for 
its global efforts to eradicate polio, 
something of which Mehta said he 
is particularly proud.

Imperial Valley Rotary Club 
members met at the Q Casino in 
Winterhaven over the weekend, 
with a large dinner planned for 
Saturday evening where Mehta 
was to be the keynote speaker.

Calexico, Holtville, El Centro, 
and Brawley are each celebrating 
their centennials. Rotary got start-
ed in the Imperial Valley in 1921, 
with each of the four clubs start-
ing within a few years of each oth-
er. The fifth club, Imperial’s Impe-
rial Valley Breakfast Rotary, will 
be celebrating its 25th anniversary 
this year.

The Rotary clubs of Imperi-
al Valley have done much to get 
projects off the ground in the 
community. Most donate funds 
to scholarships, local programs 
and organizations, and youth pro-
grams.

All five clubs are currently in-
volved in putting together a grant 
program for migrant students in 
the Valley that will focus on help-
ing students with math and read-
ing skills. The pilot project will be 
able to provide case management 
for migrant students to prepare 
them for college prep classes in 
high school.

The project is being put into 
place right now, said Calexico 
Rotary member Hortencia Ar-
mendariz, who is Rotary District 
5340’s assistant governor for Area 
12 (Imperial Valley), and in a 
month in a half recruitment for 
students in fifth through seventh 
grades will start. The program will 
serve 75 students at the begin-
ning, with a goal of serving 750 
students.

HOW EACH  
CLUB HELPS

Holtville Rotary Club helps 
schools like Meadows Elementary, 
a rural school between El Centro 
and Holtville, with funding field 
trips, such as its annual science 
trip to Catalina Island. President 
Ross Daniels said the Holtville 
club has also helped paint the 
Holtville library and helped work 
on the city pool. He added that 
the club will be hosting its annual 
pulled pork cook-off on Feb. 5.

“It’s something I grew up with. 
I’ve always given back to my com-

munity,” said Daniels, who is a 
fourth-generation Rotarian. “I’ve 
just always felt the need to make 
my community better.”

Calexico Rotary Club has given 
backpacks to kids who need them 
and helped children get cancer 
care outside of the Valley by do-
nating $6,000. Calexico Rotary 
has also donated to the Kids ‘N’ 
Badges program with the Calexi-
co Police Department to purchase 
gifts for children during Christ-
mastime.

“Giving what you can back to 
the community in some way is a 
good feeling overall,” President 
George Marquez said. “You just 
feel like you are doing the right 
thing.”

Brawley Rotary Club President 
Dillan Faubion said the Brawley 
club focuses on the high school, 
including an annual speech com-
petition that helps students with 
their essay skills.

Imperial’s Imperial Valley 
Breakfast Rotary Club is behind 
the spa days that are held at the 
Imperial Valley Humane Society, 
where rescue pets are pampered 
for a day. President Peggy Price 
added that the Breakfast Rotary 
Club also helped bring the mobile 
Vietnam veterans wall to the Im-
perial Valley.

“It’s Rotary itself, and what 
Rotary brings in … each year it’s 
something new, but that’s what 
keeps it going, and the Rotary 
International is incredible,” Price 
said.

El Centro Rotary Club has been 
involved with the Thousand Smiles 
program, which does dental work 
and cleft palate treatments, small 
neighborhood libraries, and sup-
port of the Imperial Valley Food 
Bank. The El Centro club has also 
gotten playground equipment 
for parks in El Centro. President 
James Garcia recently got to ride 
in the Rotary Club-sponsored 
float in the Pasadena Tournament 
of Roses Parade.

“Part of why we do these things 
is to support our community 
where we see a need,” said Susan 
Giller with El Centro Rotary, “but 
beyond that we want people to 
know Rotary exists and is a rea-
son to get involved, be involved in 
your community, and the broader 
world.”

ROTARY 
INTERNATIONAL’S 
GLOBAL IMPACT

Within the Valley, Holtville and 
Imperial have seen growth this 
year, Daniels and Price said. But 
overall, this has been a time of 

growth for the larger organization. 
Rotary International President 
Mehta said Rotary membership 
is growing and evolving, saying 
there has been more interest in 
“e-clubs,” where members meet 
via Zoom. Mehta added there has 
actually been 23,000 net member 
growth over the last month.

Rotary International’s 46,000 
clubs around the world all work 

toward the betterment of their 
communities to fight disease, sup-
port education, grow local econ-
omies, provide clean water and 
sanitation, save mothers and chil-
dren, and promote peace.

In addition to Mehta’s keynote 
address, Saturday’s dinner cele-
bration at the Q saw new members 
recognized and pinned in front of 
their peers. Rotarians were also 

conferred with Paul Harris Fellow 
status. Named after the founder 
of Rotary International, Harris 
Fellows are those who have made 
large contributions to the Rotary 
Foundation and its projects local-
ly and internationally in their time 
as members.

Brawley is the only club that is 
now 100 percent Paul Harris Fel-
lows.

LOCAL NEWS POLICE BRIEFS

ROTARY
From page 1

The Bradley-Keffer American Legion Auxiliary unit 138 was able to bless seven veterans at the Blossom Valley Inn with 
Christmas gifts and stockings during a Dec. 17 visit from Santa Claus. Each veteran received what they wished for. PHOTOS 
COURTESY OF KAREN GIBBS

Legion Aux. Brightens Veterans' Christmas

STAFF REPORT

IMPERIAL COUNTY — The fol-
lowing reports were collected from 
the Imperial County Sheriff ’s Office 
call logs from Jan. 5 through Jan. 9.

WEDNESDAY, JAN. 5
9:54 a.m.: A subject called dep-

uties from the Superstition Moun-
tain area to report that his broth-
er-in-law had allegedly threatened 
him and other family members 
with a rattlesnake, trying to make 
the snake bite them.

9:17 p.m.: A female subject 
called 911 from the Slab City 
Skatepark and advised dispatch-
ers that she had been drugged and 
kidnapped before disconnecting 
the line.

THURSDAY, JAN. 6
7:04 a.m.: A subject at the Slab 

City hot springs called 911 and 
advised that several people were 
attempting to kill him before dis-
connecting the line.

3:38 p.m.: Deputies respond-
ed to reports of a vehicle fire with 
injuries near the intersection of 
Highway 86 and Sunrise Road in 
Salton City.

FRIDAY, JAN. 7
11:59 a.m.: A subject called dep-

uties from the Niland area to re-
port that he found a dinosaur head 
in a canal. When asked if it might 
be a lizard, the man said “possibly” 
and then disconnected the line.

SATURDAY, JAN. 8
1:16 a.m.: Deputies responded 

to a vehicle rollover accident just 
north of the Highway 86 U.S. Bor-
der Patrol checkpoint.

11:10 p.m.: Deputies respond-
ed to reports of a house on fire on 

Highway 111 in the Niland area.

SUNDAY, JAN. 9
12:38 a.m.: Deputies responded 

to a vehicle rollover with injuries at 
the Glamis Sand Drags.

MONDAY, JAN. 10
10:50 a.m.: Deputies received 

a report that a vehicle had driv-
en through the Memory Gardens 
Cemetery near Imperial, damag-
ing headstones and mementos left 
at gravesites and the unknown sus-
pects had also stolen the American 
flag from the flagpole.

2:40 p.m.: A male subject in the 
Bombay Beach area called deputies 
to report that a skinny female sub-
ject with short salt and pepper hair 
had come up to him at the corner 
of E Street and Third Street swing-
ing a machete.

HOLTVILLE 
Sheriff ’s Substation

WEDNESDAY, JAN. 5
12:54 p.m.: Deputies responded 

to Sonrisa Villa in the 700 block 
of East Fifth Street for reports of 
a resident being aggressive toward 
the staff and trying to leave the fa-
cility.

3:43 p.m.: A resident of Sonrisa 
Villa requested a deputy. She ad-
vised that she didn’t have an emer-
gency but “they are not allowing 
her to drink her wine.”

SUNDAY, JAN. 9
9:08 a.m.: A female subject 

called deputies from Ace Hardware 
on Fifth Street and said that an em-
ployee at the store had almost hit 
her with his vehicle while arriving 
at work and was now following her 
around the store and harassing her.

“There are 16 active workplace 
outbreaks, and then an addition-
al seven are under investigation,” 
county Public Health Director 
Janette Angulo said during the 
El Centro City Council’s special 
meeting on COVID on Monday, 
Jan. 10.

“These outbreaks are occurring 
in different types of settings, work 
settings, including schools,” An-
gulo added.

And people are coming out of 
the woodworks to get tested, to 
the point where some local facil-
ities are being overrun. National 
Guard members were dispatched 
to Imperial County and other ar-
eas of the state by Gov. Newsom 
to assist in testing efforts amid 
a statewide testing shortage. 
Guardsmen were seen assisting at 
state-sponsored OptumServe test-
ing sites on Monday, such as Stark 

Field in El Centro.
Over the past few weeks there 

has been a run and shortage of 
such tests as the at-home rapid 
tests produced by Abbott Labo-
ratories. An Abbott Laboratories 
spokesperson attributed the short-
age to layoffs during the summer 
when demand for the tests were 
low in a Wall Street Journal arti-
cle on Dec. 30. Newsom signed an 
executive order over the weekend 
to prevent price gouging on the 
remaining tests on store shelves.  

A perfect storm has been creat-
ed where demand for testing has 
strained the limits of local testing 
sites, even for those that do not 
perform rapid testing. In response 
to this strain, Public Health’s An-
gulo said the OptumServe sites 
have gone from largely walk-up to 
appointment only. There are the 
two static locations — Stark Field 
and the Brawley Public Library 
Del Rio branch-Community Cen-
ter site — and the mobile van in 

Calexico twice a week, traveling 
between the One Stop Employ-
ment Center and the Hector Ma-
rio Esquer Building.

Angulo said on Monday that 
Public Health would be request-
ing more COVID-related supplies 
from the state.

Dr. Tien Vo’s El Centro and 
Calexico offices had seen so many 
people seeking testing that a mass 
testing site, with rapid tests avail-
able, was opened. The testing site 
is located in the parking lot of El 
Centro’s bowling alley, Strikezone, 
and will operate from 8 a.m. to 1 
p.m. Mondays through Fridays for 
the time being.

Vo announced on one of his 
social media pages on Monday 
afternoon that 2,000 patients had 
been tested that morning. One of 
those patients who spoke with this 
newspaper had been turned away 
from the OptumServe site early 
Monday.

TESTING
From page 1

See TESTING, PAGE 5
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NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE Trustee 
Sale No. : 00000008679417 Title Order 
No.: 191168145 FHA/VA/PMI No.: AT-
TENTION RECORDER: THE FOLLOWING 
REFERENCE TO AN ATTACHED SUM-
MARY APPLIES ONLY TO COPIES PRO-
VIDED TO THE TRUSTOR, NOT TO THIS 
RECORDED ORIGINAL NOTICE. NOTE: 
THERE IS A SUMMARY OF THE IN-
FORMATION IN THIS DOCUMENT AT-
TACHED YOU ARE IN DEFAULT UNDER 
A DEED OF TRUST, DATED 02/16/2017. 
UNLESS YOU TAKE ACTION TO PRO-
TECT YOUR PROPERTY, IT MAY BE 
SOLD AT A PUBLIC SALE. IF YOU NEED 
AN EXPLANATION OF THE NATURE 
OF THE PROCEEDING AGAINST YOU, 
YOU SHOULD CONTACT A LAWYER. 
BAR RETT DAFFIN FRAPPIER TRED ER 
and WEISS, LLP, as duly appointed 
Trustee under and pur suant to Deed 
of Trust Recorded on 02/23/2017 as 
Instrument No. 2017004013 of official 
records in the office of the County Re-
corder of IMPERIAL County, State of 
CALI FORNIA. EXECUTED BY: RICAR DO 

A. LOPEZ, A SINGLE MAN AND ELISA 
LOPEZ, A SINGLE WOMAN AS JOINT 
TENANTS, WILL SELL AT PUBLIC AUC-
TION TO HIGHEST BIDDER FOR CASH, 
CASHIER'S CHECK/CASH EQUIVALENT 
or other form of pay ment authorized 
by California Civil Code 2924h(b), (pay-
able at time of sale in lawful money 
of the United States). DATE OF SALE: 
01/21/2022 TIME OF SALE: 2:00 PM 
PLACE OF SALE: Imperial County Court-
house, 939 W. Main Street, El Centro, 
CA 92243, Main Entrance. STREET AD-
DRESS and other common designation, 
if any, of the real property described 
above is purported to be: 920 WALNUT 
AVE., HOLTVILLE, CALIFORNIA 92250 
APN#: 045-363-012-000 The under-
signed Trustee disclaims any liability 
for any incorrectness of the street ad-
dress and other common designation, 
if any, shown herein. Said sale will be 
made, but without covenant or war-
ranty, expressed or implied, regarding 
title, possession, or encumbrances, to 
pay the remain ing principal sum of 

the note(s) secured by said Deed of 
Trust, with interest thereon, as pro-
vided in said note(s), advances, under 
the terms of said Deed of Trust, fees, 
charges and expenses of the Trust-
ee and of the trusts created by said 
Deed of Trust. The total amount of 
the unpaid bal ance of the obligation 
secured by the property to be sold and 
reasonable estimated costs, expenses 
and advances at the time of the ini-
tial publication of the Notice of Sale 
is $263,046.17. The beneficiary under 
said Deed of Trust heretofore execut 
ed and delivered to the undersigned a 
written Declaration of Default and De-
mand for Sale, and a written Notice of 
Default and Election to Sell. The under-
signed caused said Notice of Default 
and Election to Sell to be recorded in 
the county where the real property is 
located. NOTICE TO POTENTIAL BID 
DERS: If you are considering bid ding 
on this property lien, you should un-
derstand that there are risks involved 
in bidding at a trustee auc tion. You 

will be bidding on a lien, not on the 
property itself. Placing the highest bid 
at a trustee auction does not automat-
ically entitle you to free and clear own-
ership of the property. You should also 
be aware that the lien being auctioned 
off may be a junior lien. If you are the 
highest bid der at the auction, you are 
or may be responsible for paying off all 
liens senior to the lien being auctioned 
off, before you can receive clear title 
to the property. You are encouraged 
to investigate the existence, priority, 
and size of outstanding liens that may 
exist on this property by con tacting 
the county recorder's office or a title 
insurance company, either of which 
may charge you a fee for this informa-
tion. If you consult either of these re-
sources, you should be aware that the 
same lender may hold more than one 
mortgage or deed of trust on the prop-
erty. NOTICE TO PROPER TY OWNER: 
The sale date shown on this notice of 
sale may be post poned one or more 
times by the mortgagee, beneficiary, 

trustee, or a court, pursuant to Section 
2924g of the California Civil Code. The 
law requires that information about 
trustee sale postponements be made 
available to you and to the public, as 
a courtesy to those not present at the 
sale. If you wish to learn whether your 
sale date has been postponed, and, if 
applicable, the rescheduled time and 
date for the sale of this property, you 
may call 833-561-0243 for information 
regarding the trustee's sale or visit 
this Internet Web site WWW.SALES.
BDF GROUP.COM for information re-
garding the sale of this property, using 
the file number assigned to this case 
00000008679417. Information about 
postponements that are very short in 
duration or that occur close in time to 
the scheduled sale may not immedi-
ately be reflected in the tele phone in-
formation or on the Internet Web site. 
The best way to verify postponement 
information is to attend the scheduled 
sale. NOTICE TO TENANT: You may 
have a right to purchase this property 
after the trustee auction pursuant to 
Section 2924m of the California Civ-
il Code. If you are an "eligible tenant 
buyer," you can purchase the prop-
erty if you match the last and highest 
bid placed at the trustee auction. If 
you are an "eligible bidder", you may 
be able to purchase the property if 
you exceed the last and highest bid 
placed at the trustee auction. There 
are three steps to exercising this right 
of purchase. First, 48 hours after the 
date of the trustee sale, you can call 
833-561- 0243, or visit this internet 
website WWW.SALES.BDFGROUP.
COM using the file number assigned to 
this case 00000008679417 to find the 
date on which the trustee's sale was 
held, the amount of the last and high 
est bid, and the address of the trust-
ee. Second, you must send a written 
notice of intent to place a bid so that 
the trustee receives it no more than 15 
days after the trustee's sale. Third, you 
must submit a bid so that the trustee 
receives it no more than 45 days after 
the trustee's sale. If you think you may 
qualify as an "eligible tenant buyer" or 
"eligible bidder," you should consider 
contacting an attorney or appropriate 
real estate professional immediate-
ly for advice regarding this potential 
right to pur chase. FOR TRUSTEE SALE 
INFORMATION PLEASE CALL: 833-561-
0243 WWW.SALES.BDF GROUP.COM 
BARRETT DAFFIN FRAPPIER TREDER 
and WEISS, LLP IS ACTING AS A DEBT 
COL LECTOR ATTEMPTING TO COL 
LECT A DEBT. ANY INFORMA TION 
OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR THAT 
PURPOSE. BARRETT DAFFIN FRAPPI-
ER TREDER and WEISS, LLP as Trustee 
3990 E. Concours Street, Suite 350 On-
tario, CA 91764 (866) 795-1852 Dated: 
12/20/2021 A-4739185 12/30/2021, 
01/06/2022, 01/13/2022 
Legal 9086

PUBLIC NOTICE

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY
OF IMPERIAL, CALIFORNIA, AMENDING SECTION
24.03.140(A) OF THE IMPERIAL MUNICIPAL CODE
REGARDING DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS FOR

ATTACHED AND DETACHED CANOPIES IN 
RESIDENTIAL ZONES 

Notice is hereby given that on January 5, 2022, the City Council of
the City of Imperial adopted Ordinance No. 814 making certain
amendments to the Imperial Municipal Code regarding development
standards for attached and detached canopies in residential zones. 

The following is a summary of the proposed Ordinance: The
Ordinance would provide that certain accessory structures, attached
and detached, may be located within an interior side yard or rear yard
provided that such structure is located no closer than three feet to an
interior side or rear lot line.

A copy of the full text of the adopted Ordinance is posted and is avail-
able at the City Clerk's office located at Imperial City Hall, 420 South
Imperial Avenue, Imperial, California 92251. 

This adopted Ordinance was introduced by the City Council of the
City of Imperial, California, at a regular meeting held on December
15, 2021, and adopted at a regular meeting held on January 5, 2022,
by the following vote:

AYES: AMPARANO, BURNWORTH, TUCKER, DALE AND
EUGENIO
NOES:
ABSENT:

Dated this 5th day of January, 2022
Dennis Morita, City Clerk
City of Imperial

Legal 6727 Publish: Jan. 13, 2022

PUBLIC NOTICE
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY

OF IMPERIAL, CALIFORNIA, AMENDING CHAPTER 10B
OF THE IMPERIAL MUNICIPAL CODE REGARDING THE
MANDATORY ORGANIC WASTE DISPOSAL REDUCTION

PROGRAM

Notice is hereby given that on January 5, 2022, the City Council of
the City of Imperial adopted  Ordinance No. 812 making certain addi-
tions to the Imperial Municipal Code regarding mandatory organic
waste disposal reduction program. 

The following is a summary of the proposed Ordinance: The
Ordinance sets forth requirements for the collection and processing
of organic materials generated by commercial and residential gener-
ators. Such requirements may include the subscription to collection
services, obtaining waivers, or self-hauling. This Ordinance authoriz-
es the City to inspect, investigate, and enforce compliance its provi-
sions.

A copy of the full text of the adopted Ordinance is posted and is avail-
able at the City Clerk's office located at Imperial City Hall, 420 South
Imperial Avenue, Imperial, California 92251. 

This adopted Ordinance was introduced by the City Council of the
City of Imperial, California, at a regular meeting held on December
15, 2021, and adopted at a regular meeting held on January 5, 2022,
by the following vote:

AYES: AMPARANO, BURNWORTH, TUCKER, DALE AND
EUGENIO

NOES:
ABSENT:

Dated this 5th day of January, 2022
Dennis Morita, City Clerk
City of Imperial

Legal 6726 ` Publish: Jan. 13, 2022

PUBLIC NOTICE

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY
OF IMPERIAL, CALIFORNIA, AMENDING SECTION
24.17.150(A) OF THE IMPERIAL MUNICIPAL CODE

REGARDING RESTORATION OF DAMAGED 
STRUCTURES FOR NON-CONFORMING USES 

Notice is hereby given that on January 5, 2022, the City Council of
the City of Imperial adopted Ordinance No. 813 making certain addi-
tions to the Imperial Municipal Code regarding the restoration of
damages structures for non-conforming uses. 

The following is a summary of the proposed Ordinance: This
Ordinance would provide that certain residential structures constitut-
ing non-conforming uses may, under specified conditions, be recon-
structed after having been destroyed by a catastrophe, and such non-
conforming use to be resumed. 

A copy of the full text of the adopted Ordinance is posted and is avail-
able at the City Clerk's office located at Imperial City Hall, 420 South
Imperial Avenue, Imperial, California 92251. 

This adopted Ordinance was introduced by the City Council of the
City of Imperial, California, at a regular meeting held on December
15, 2021, and adopted at a regular meeting held on January 5, 2022,
by the following vote:

AYES: AMPARANO, BURNWORTH, TUCKER, DALE AND
EUGENIO

NOES:
ABSENT:

Dated this 5th day of January, 2022
Dennis Morita, City Clerk
City of Imperial

Legal 6727 Publish: Jan. 13, 2022

PUBLIC NOTICE
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AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY
OF IMPERIAL, CALIFORNIA, AMENDING SECTION
24.17.150(A) OF THE IMPERIAL MUNICIPAL CODE

REGARDING RESTORATION OF DAMAGED 
STRUCTURES FOR NON-CONFORMING USES 

Notice is hereby given that on January 5, 2022, the City Council of
the City of Imperial adopted Ordinance No. 813 making certain addi-
tions to the Imperial Municipal Code regarding the restoration of
damages structures for non-conforming uses. 

The following is a summary of the proposed Ordinance: This
Ordinance would provide that certain residential structures constitut-
ing non-conforming uses may, under specified conditions, be recon-
structed after having been destroyed by a catastrophe, and such non-
conforming use to be resumed. 

A copy of the full text of the adopted Ordinance is posted and is avail-
able at the City Clerk's office located at Imperial City Hall, 420 South
Imperial Avenue, Imperial, California 92251. 

This adopted Ordinance was introduced by the City Council of the
City of Imperial, California, at a regular meeting held on December
15, 2021, and adopted at a regular meeting held on January 5, 2022,
by the following vote:

AYES: AMPARANO, BURNWORTH, TUCKER, DALE AND
EUGENIO

NOES:
ABSENT:

Dated this 5th day of January, 2022
Dennis Morita, City Clerk
City of Imperial

Legal 6727 Publish: Jan. 13, 2022

PUBLIC NOTICE

“I saw my uncle over New Years, 
and then boom, he announces he 
has COVID. I haven’t felt sick or 
anything, but I don’t know if I was 
exposed, and I was all stressed 
out about it all weekend. So, I got 
up, and decided to just run to the 
county testing place, and they tell 
me I need an appointment. I was, 
like, freaking out till my mom told 
me about this place. Negative, 
thank God,” 24-year-old Imperial 
resident Elizabeth Diaz said as she 
was leaving Vo’s testing site.

It appears that testing at the 
Calexico offices of Dr. Vo has 
been moved to the mass clinic in 
El Centro, which has reportedly 
left a gap in services for the south 
county city, said Blanca Morales, 

Calexico Wellness Center chief 
executive officer.

Vo could not be reached for 
comment Monday about the spe-
cifics of the clinic, but one of the 
board members for Vo Neigh-
borhood Medical Clinic, retired 
school administrator and El Cen-
tro Elementary School Board 
Trustee Chuck Fisher, said people 
seemed pleased with the setup in 
El Centro and that rapid tests and 
traditional PCR tests were avail-
able. 

Fisher was on site Jan. 10 hand-
ing out rapid test results, which 
were ready in as little as 15 min-
utes. He stated many of those 
running the site were volunteers 
through Vo Neighborhood Med-
ical Clinic.

TESTING
From page 3
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 HOLTVILLETRIBUNE.COM
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SPORTS

Holtville Places 
Nine Grapplers 

at Enriquez 
Tournament
BY MURRAY ANDERSON

HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

NORWALK — The Holtville High 
School wrestling team had nine grapplers 
place in the top-eight and walked away 
with a third-place team trophy at the Juan 
Enriquez Memorial Tournament here on 
Saturday, Jan. 8.

With 40 teams competing, Northview 
High School from Covina took first place 
and Milikan High from Long Beach took 
second.

“Overall I was very pleased with the 
way the guys wrestled,” said C.J. Johnston, 
Holtville’s head wrestling coach. “Kids 
from the Southern Section are scrappy 
and they will come after you for the full 
six minutes.”

Holtville was the only school from the 
San Diego Section competing at the event.

Leading the charge for the Vikings was 
the brother duo of Payton Iten and Seth 

Iten who both finished second at the 
event. Senior Payton Iten took second in 
the 147-pound division while sophomore 
Seth Iten was second in the 162-pound 
weight class.

“Payton had a really good tournament, 
beating two or three really tough kids,” 
Johnston said.

At 194 pounds, junior Daniel Ledesma 
brought home a third-place medal with 
junior Joshua Enriquez (140 pounds) 
and senior Alan Marquez (222 pounds) 
finishing fourth. Freshman heavyweight 
Smitty Hilfiker finished in fifth place in 
his first varsity tournament.

“Smitty got better each match. I was 
very happy with his performance,” John-
ston said. “He went out there and beat the 
No. 1 seed and some coaches couldn’t be-
lieve when I said he was just a 14-year-old 
freshman.”

Freshman Dion Johnston took sixth 
place in the 128-pound division while 
Fernando Rivera (108 pounds) and Jaid-
en Robles (115 pounds) both finished in 
eighth place.

“We had some guys who didn’t look so 
good in our dual meet against Imperial 
then dropped down a weight and looked 
a lot better at the tournament,” Johnston 
said. “They looked a lot stronger.”

Holtville defeated Imperial 57-10 in an 
IVL dual meet on Wednesday, Jan. 5, the 
first dual meet for the Vikings in almost 
two years.

The Vikings are scheduled to travel to 
Brawley Union High for a 6 p.m. dual 
meet with the Wildcats on Wednesday, 
Jan. 12. They will then travel to Temecula 
on Friday, Jan. 14, and Saturday, Jan. 15, 
for the Battle for the Belts Tournament.

Vikings Take 3rd in Norwalk

Holtville High School senior Payton Iten (left) and 
his sophomore brother Seth Iten show the sin-
glets they won for taking second place at the Juan 
Enriquez Memorial Wrestling Tournament at John 
Glenn High School in Norwalk on Saturday, Jan. 
8. | PHOTO COURTESY OF HOLTVILLE WRESTLING

The Holtville High School wrestling team had nine wrestlers finish in the top-eight and finished third out of 40 teams at the Juan Enriquez Memorial Wres-
tling Tournament at John Glenn High School in Norwalk on Saturday, Jan. 8. | PHOTO COURTESY OF HOLTVILLE WRESTLING

BOYS BASKETBALL

BY MURRAY ANDERSON
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

IMPERIAL — The Holtville High School 
boys basketball team is heading into the Im-
perial Valley League season with a young, in-
experienced roster that has had its struggles 
during the nonleague season.

The Vikings (2-6 overall) finished their 
nonleague schedule on Tuesday, Jan. 4, at 
Imperial. After a good first quarter, the 
young Holtville team turned the ball over 
too much in the second period and were out-
scored 21-5 after leading 14-12 at the end of 
the opening quarter.

Down 33-19 at halftime against the Ti-
gers, the Vikings were outscored 20-13 in the 
third quarter and trailed 53-32 entering the 
final period.

“We just have way too many turnovers. 
We’re taking opportunities away from our-
selves and giving them to the other team,” 
said Tony Ramos, Holtville’s 11th-year head 
coach. “Our defense has been OK this sea-
son, we’ve just really struggled on offense.”

The Vikings lost to the Tigers 63-48, get-
ting 15 points from junior guard Angel Perez, 
11 points from senior Roger Rolfe and nine 
points from sophomore John Chambers.

Holtville’s defense struggled to contain 
Imperial senior guard Jesse Nichols who fin-
ished with a game-high 31 points.

“With IVL starting we have to be more 
productive with our offense,” Ramos said. 
“We lost a lot of seniors from last year so 
it’s been a learning process for the younger 
guys.”

The Vikings have been without the services 
of senior Dorian Maize, a second-team All-
IVL performer from his junior year. Maize is 
recovering from a hamstring injury that has 
seen him yet to play a game this season.

“I know we’ll be better when Dorian comes 
back,” Ramos said. “Coming into the season 
he was going to be key for us and without him 
we’ve obviously struggled to score points.”

The Vikings open their IVL season at 7 
p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 11, when they host de-
fending IVL co-champion Central Union 
High. Holtville will also host Brawley Union 
High at 7 p.m. on Friday, Jan. 14.

Vikings Fall 
to Tigers
Holtville Readies 
for the IVL Season

Holtville High School senior Roger Rolfe takes a shot 
during the Vikings nonleague game against Imperial 
in Imperial on Tuesday, Jan. 4. The Tigers beat the Vi-
kings 63-48. | MARIO RENTERIA PHOTO

BOYS SOCCER

WHERE ARE THEY NOW?

BY MURRAY ANDERSON
HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

IMPERIAL — For the third consecutive year the 
Imperial High School boys soccer team defeated 
Holtville in the annual Desert Cup contest, this time 
doing it 4-1 at Shimamoto-Simpson Stadium here on 
Tuesday, Jan. 4.

The Vikings (7-6-1 overall) got on the scoreboard 
first when junior Bryan Aguirre was able to find 
sophomore Juan Carlos Rodriguez open in the box 
and Holtville’s leading goal-scorer was able to find 
the back of the net for a 1-0 lead.

Tigers Retain Desert Cup in 4-1 Win
Holtville High 
School junior 
Edward Nunez 
(16) battles for 
the ball with 
Imperial High 
School junior 
Jehu Salazar 
during their non-
league match for 
the Desert Cup 
in Imperial on 
Tuesday, Jan. 4. 
| MARIO RENTE-
RIA PHOTO

Ruben Niebla in 
Charge of Padres’ 

Pitching Staff
BY MURRAY ANDERSON

HOLTVILLE TRIBUNE

SAN DIEGO — From the 
Little League baseball fields 
of Calexico to Petco Park in 
“America’s Finest City,” Ruben 

Niebla has seen and experi-
enced just about everything in 
the sport.

The 50-year-old Niebla was 
hired in October to be the 
pitching coach for the San Di-
ego Padres after spending the 
previous 21 years in the Cleve-
land Indians’ organization. It’s 
his first full-time, Major League 
Baseball pitching coach job af-
ter serving as assistant pitching 
coach for the Indians in 2020 

and 2021.
The 1990 Calexico High 

graduate did serve as the MLB 
team’s interim pitching coach 
for the final two months of 
the 2012 season. After that he 
was the minor league pitching 
coordinator for the organiza-
tion from 2013 through 2019, 
in charge of developing young 
pitchers from the rookie league 
to the triple-A level.

Former Bulldog Now Roaming Petco Park
El Centro resident 
and Calexico native 
Ruben Niebla, as a 
pitching coach for the 
Cleveland Indians, 
confers with players 
at the mound. In 
October, Niebla was 
hired away from the 
Indians organization 
after 21 years to 
coach with the San 
Diego Padres.  
| GETTY IMAGES

See SOCCER, PAGE 7

See NIEBLA, PAGE 7

“In Cleveland we were called 
arguably the most successful 
pitching development organiza-
tion in baseball,” Niebla said. “I 
was lucky to be the head of that 
group of guys.”

Now, Niebla is hoping to bring 
some of that magic to the Padres’ 
organization, a group that has 
struggled in recent years to keep 
pitchers healthy. He said one of 
his first tasks after getting the job 
in San Diego was to research why 
the rash of injuries was happening 
to Padres’ pitchers.

“The first thing I wanted to find 
out was what type of communi-
cation was going on between the 
strength and conditioning guys, 
the medical team and the pitch-
ing coaches,” Niebla said. “It’s my 
job to bring all these guys togeth-
er. We’re all working toward the 
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“In Cleveland we were called 
arguably the most successful 
pitching development organiza-
tion in baseball,” Niebla said. “I 
was lucky to be the head of that 
group of guys.”

Now, Niebla is hoping to bring 
some of that magic to the Padres’ 
organization, a group that has 
struggled in recent years to keep 
pitchers healthy. He said one of 
his first tasks after getting the job 
in San Diego was to research why 
the rash of injuries was happening 
to Padres’ pitchers.

“The first thing I wanted to find 
out was what type of communi-
cation was going on between the 
strength and conditioning guys, 
the medical team and the pitch-
ing coaches,” Niebla said. “It’s my 
job to bring all these guys togeth-
er. We’re all working toward the 

same goal to have the guys on the 
field and in the best condition to 
produce at the best of their abil-
ity.”

When he was told in Cleveland 
that the Padres were calling to re-
quest an interview, Niebla knew 
he had a good chance at “coming 
home.” Now, his office is less than 
two hours from the family home 
in El Centro, much closer than 
the 1,900 miles away that Cleve-
land sits.

“I knew I had a good reputation 
among the industry, and I knew 
there had been a lot of trades be-
tween the organizations,” Niebla 
said. “There were some successes 
that happened with some of the 
guys that went over there from 
San Diego, and I was a part of 
that.

“It couldn’t have been a better 
situation for me and the family. 
The ownership and leadership 
in San Diego are awesome. They 
make no secret that they want to 

win.”
Niebla’s baseball journey start-

ed in Calexico as a youth play-
er, then to the baseball field at 
Calexico High School, where he 
played for Elmer Belcher and 
Jim Bartow. As a senior in 1990, 
Niebla had enormous success for 
the Bulldogs and earned himself a 
scholarship to Azusa Pacific Uni-
versity in the Los Angeles area.

“You always remember the high 
school bus rides and just being 
with the team,” Niebla said. “I also 
remember the practices because 
that was the time you knew you 
were going to learn something 
and get better.”

From Azusa, Niebla partici-
pated in an independent baseball 
league before signing as a free 
agent with the Montreal Expos’ 
organization. The right-handed 

pitcher would play for the Expos 
and Los Angeles Dodgers’ orga-
nization, making it as high as tri-
ple-A with both clubs. 

In 2001 he gave up the dreams 
of playing in the big leagues and 
went into coaching, getting his 
first opportunity in Columbus, 
Ga., with the Indians’ low sin-
gle-A squad.

“Persistence was so key for me. 
Everyone as a kid plays baseball 
but it’s who is willing to go to the 
extreme,” Niebla said. “I want-
ed to get out of high school and 
go play in college. It took a lot of 
work and I hit some speed bumps 
along the way, but the key was not 
giving up.”

That persistency is what kept 
him in the Indians’ organization 
for 21 years, coaching on every 
level of the minor leagues. 

Now, Niebla finds himself in 
new, yet familiar, territory in San 
Diego. 

His 19-year-old daughter, 
Jaelyn, is a freshman at San Di-
ego State University in San Di-
ego, while his son, 14-year-old 
Johrden, is an eighth-grader at 
Corfman Middle School outside 
of El Centro. 

His wife, Stephanie, is a physi-
cal education teacher and softball 
coach at Southwest High School 
in El Centro.

“I’m coaching as close as I can 
get to home and the team I’m 
coaching is, at least on paper, a 
championship-caliber team,” Nie-
bla said. “Everyone talks about 
the Dodgers, but honestly I think 
we have the better team on paper. 
It’s now our job to go put that in 
play.”

Let's Talk About It!

WELLNESS RADIO
Tune In and Listen:

• 1230 AM, Sundays at 7 a.m.
• Stream on Demand at KXORadio.com

With Hosts Scott Dudley 
& Maria Wyatt

Do you have something you'd like 
to ask Scott and Maria? 
Send your question to 

wellnessradio@co.imperial.ca.us

www.co.imperial.ca.us/behavioralhealth
(422) 265-1525

¡Exprésate!

WELLNESS RADIO
¡Escuche!

• 1230 AM
• Transmitir a pedido en KXORadio.com

Con Anfitriona 
Dalia Pesqueira 

Si le gustaria tener respuesta a su 
pregunta en el programa, envie un 

correo electronico a 
programaexpresate@yahoo.com

www.co.imperial.ca.us/behavioralhealth
(422) 265-1525

WEEK OF JANUARY 17

Bullying Among Adolescents
Maria Arredondo Coronel, AMFT Associate Marriage & 
Family Therapist Mental Health Counselor Youth and 

Young Adults El Centro
Bullying is defined by stopbullying.org as unwanted, 

aggressive behavior among two people or more 
that involves a real or perceived power imbalance, 

repeated behavior, or has the potential to be 
repeated over time. Both the bullied and those who 

bully other may have serious lasting problems. Join as 
Mental Health Counselor, Maria Arredondo Coronel 

talks more in depth about this important subject, how 
to identify through risk signs, how to stop bullying, 

and how to support healing.

SEMANA DEL 17 DE ENERO

Bullying Entre Adolescentes 
Stopbullying

Maria Arredondo Coronel, AMFT Terapeuta Asociada Registrada
para Terapia Matrimonial y Familiar Consejera de Salud Mental 

Servicios para Jóvenes y Adultos
Jóvenes El Centro

Stopbullying.org define el bullying como un comportamiento 
agresivo no deseado entre dos personas o más que 

implica un desequilibrio de poder real o percibido, un 
comportamiento repetido o que tiene el potencial de repetirse 

con el tiempo. Tanto los acosados como los que acosan a 
otros pueden tener serios problemas duraderos. Únase a 

nuestra consejera de salud mental, Maria Arredondo Coronel 
mientras habla más en profundidad sobre este importante 
tema, cómo identificar a través de señales de riesgo, cómo 

detener el acoso escolar y cómo apoyar la curación.

The Imperial County Local Health Authority has 
been an awarded an ACEs Aware Provider 

Engagement grant to bring awareness to adverse 
childhood experiences (ACEs) in our community.

We are hosting 4 virtual sessions covering ACEs 101 
with an opportunity for a $200 stipend upon 

attending one session, proof of completion of the 
ACEs CORE Training and public listing on the 

Clinician Directory.
NO COST TO ATTEND. 

These sessions are recommended for Medi-Cal 
eligible providers, front office staff, office 

managers, billers and clinicians. Visit our website
for a full list of eligible providers. 

Register to any ACEs 101 
session and take your first 
step in becoming an 
ACEs Aware Provider!

First Session 
August 26 1:00 PM

VIRTUAL SESSIONS

August 26, 1:00PM
September 16, 1:00PM 
October 14, 1:00PM
October 28, 1:00PM 

$200 Stipend Opportunity

NO COST TO ATTEND 

Questions? 
VanessaRyckman@co.imperial.ca.us

Scan the QR code or visit 
www.localhealthauthority.org 

Holtville maintained that 1-0 
lead through the first half thanks 
to some outstanding goalkeeping 
from sophomore Bryan Padilla. 
The Tigers had three shots-on-
goal that were thwarted by Padil-
la in the opening half.

Early in the second half, Impe-
rial’s Saul Gonzalez was able to 
tie the score, 1-1, and then fol-
lowed that up with another goal 
to put Imperial ahead 2-1 early in 
the second half.

The Tigers’ Ethan Gonzalez 
followed with a goal to put Im-
perial ahead 3-1 and then he got 
his second of the night late in the 
half to make the final, 4-1.

The Vikings didn’t wait long 
to get back on the winning track, 
heading to Calipatria on Thurs-
day, Jan. 6, and scoring a 7-1 non-
league victory.

Rodriguez and junior Rafael 
Gonzalez led the way with two 
goals each against the Hornets 
while sophomore Jesus Lopez, 
senior Gael Quintero and soph-
omore Jacob Tumbaga had one 
goal each.

Tumbaga led the Vikings with 
two assists while Gonzalez, Lo-
pez and Quintero each had one 
assist.

The Vikings begin Imperial 
Valley League action at 6 p.m. on 
Friday, Jan. 14, when they travel 
to Cal Jones Field in El Centro to 
take on Central Union High.

SOCCER
From page 6

NIEBLA
From page 6

BY MARCIE LANDEROS 
CALEXICO CHRONICLE

EL CENTRO — The Imperial 
County Board of Supervisors’ re-
turn to virtual meetings amid the 
latest COVID surge was marked 
with tension and disagreement 
as District 1 Supervisor and 
board Chair Jesus Escobar’s bid 
to pass a resolution declaring 
“health misinformation” as a 
public health crisis failed.

The resolution received signif-
icant pushback from Supervisors 
Ryan Kelley and Michael Kelley 
during the discussion.

Ryan Kelley revealed that the 
resolution started out as a re-
sponse to the city of Imperial’s 

resolution on Jan. 5 opposing 
all pandemic-related mandates 
and the refusal to enforce them. 
He then questioned whether the 
resolution had morphed into a 
response to a presentation on 
early treatment protocols by two 
local physicians a few weeks ago.

Escobar opened the discus-
sion on the resolution during 
the Tuesday, Jan. 11 meeting in 
which all members participated 
via Zoom and the board cham-
bers were closed to the public.

“I think it’s important that 
we, as a collective group, really 
look into what we share with our 
community. I think it’s import-
ant that we focus on what is sci-
entifically proven,” Escobar said. 

“That’s not to say what choices 
people make in their individual 
lives, but as elected officials, I 
think it’s important that we set 
the precedent of making sure 
that what we support is scientifi-
cally proven.”

Imperial County Public 
Health Director Janette An-
gulo presented the resolution, 
explaining that the resolution 
would have named “misinfor-
mation,” a term that describes 
inaccurate information most no-
tably centered around COVID 
and its treatments, as a public 
health crisis and would have re-
quested resources to be dedicat-
ed to the fighting misinforma-
tion within the county. Angulo 

said this was not only necessary 
to protect those who are ac-
cepting the misinformation, but 
for the mental health of Public 
Health and healthcare staff who 
are inundated with issues related 
to misinformation.

“Right now, we are strug-
gling. In many senses. We have 
higher case rates, we have, you 
know, higher hospitalizations. 
Our hospitals are stressed, max 
capacity or over capacity,” she 
said. “Our healthcare personnel 
is tired … I can say that not only 
has there been an overabun-
dance of misinformation, it has 
escalated for many of us and has 
included threats.”

In a follow up interview, An-

gulo clarified her statement on 
threats, saying she was refer-
ring to her colleagues and other 
health professionals throughout 
the state of California, not spe-
cifically in Imperial County. She 
added that she could only speak 
for herself in that regard, and 
shared that while she has been in 
what she described as “uncom-
fortable” situations, she has been 
able to manage all of them.

Even with Angulo’s emotional 
plea, one glaring issue stuck out 
to District 3 Supervisor Michael 
Kelley — the lack of direction of 
who would provide guidance to 
defining “misinformation.”

COVID-19

County ‘Health Misinfo’ Resolution Falls Short

CONTINUE READING AT:
 HOLTVILLETRIBUNE.COM
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NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMIN-
ISTER ESTATE OF: Roy Lynn David-
son, aka Roy L. Davidson, aka Roy 
Davidson Decedent 
CASE NUMBER: EPR001122  To all 
heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, con-
tingent creditors, and persons who 
may otherwise be interested in the 
will or estate, or both, of: Roy Lynn 
Davidson, aka Roy L. Davidson, aka 
Roy Davidson 
A Petition for Probate has been filed 
by: Mendy L. Shelton in the Supe-
rior Court of California, County of: 
IMPERIAL 
The Petition for Probate requests 
that Mendy L. Shelton be appointed 
as personal representative to ad-
minister the estate of the decedent. 
The petition requests authority to 
administer the estate under the 
Independent Administration of Es-
tates Act. (This authority will allow 
the personal representative to take 
many actions without obtaining 
court approval. Before taking cer-
tain very important actions, how-
ever, the per sonal representative 
will be required to give notice to 
interested persons unless they have 
waived notice or consented to the 
proposed action.) The independent 

administration authority will be 
granted unless an interested person 
files an objection to the petition and 
shows good cause why the court 
should not grant the authority. 
A hearing on the petition will be 
held in this court as follows: Date: 
January 21, 2022 
Time: 8:30 a.m. 
Dept. 9 
Address of court: 
Superior Court of California,  County 
of Imperial 
939 West Main Street  
El Centro, CA 92243 
If you object to the granting of the 
petition, you should appear at the 
hearing and state your objections 
or file written objections with the 
court before the hearing. Your ap-
pearance may be in person or by 
your attorney. If you are a creditor 
or a contingent creditor of the dece-
dent, you must file your claim with 
the court and mail a copy to the per-
sonal representative appointed by 
the court within the later of either 
(1) four months from the date of 
first issuance of letters to a general 
personal representative, as defined 
in section 58(b) of the California 
Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from 

the date of mailing or per sonal de-
livery to you of a notice under sec-
tion 9052 of the California Probate 
Code. 
Other California statutes and legal 
authority may affect your rights as 
a creditor. You may want to consult 
with an attorney knowledgeable in 
California law. 
You may examine the file kept by 
the court. If you are a person inter-
est ed in the estate, you may file 
with the court a Request for Special 
Notice (form DE-154) of the filing of 
an inventory and appraisal of estate 
assets or of any petition or account 
as provided in Probate Code section 
1250. A Request for Special Notice 
form is available from the court 
clerk. Attorney for petitioner: Pat-
rick M. Pace 
Pinney, Caldwell & Pace 
444 South Eighth Street, Suite A El 
Centro, CA 92243 
(760) 352-7800 
Filed: December 28, 2021 
Superior Court 
County of Imperial 
Clerk of the Court 
By: Irma De La Rosa, Deputy 
Legal 6722  
Publish: Jan. 6, 13, 20, 2022

LEGAL NOTICE
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